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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Dec 1988  Presidential Proclamation 

No. 5928 
12nm  Extends Territorial Sea from 3nm  to 12 

nm. 
 
Applies to “territories and possessions” 
(Guam, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands). 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Sep 1999 Presidential Proclamation 

No. 7219 
24nm  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Aug 1953  Outer Continental Shelf 

Lands Act 43 U.S.C. § 
1331 (amended 1978) 
 

1958 
DEF 

Seabed and subsoil appertaining.  
 

  Apr 1961    Became party to the 1958 Convention on 
the Continental Shelf. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ Mar 1983  Presidential Proclamation 

No. 5030  
200nm  EEZ. 

 
Applies to Puerto Rico, Northern 
Marianas, and overseas possessions 
 
Does not claim to jurisdiction over marine 
scientific research. 
 

 Aug 1995 Federal Register Pub. 
Not. No. 2237 

 Publishes geographic coordinates of the 
EEZ. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Oct 1947 Exchange of Notes  Exchange of notes constituting an 

agreement between U.S. and United 
Kingdom relating to the delimitation of the 
area within territorial waters adjacent to 
the leased naval base at Argentia, 
Newfoundland.  EIF. 
 

 Apr 1972 Treaty  Treaty between U.S. and Mexico to 
maintain the Rio Grande and Colorado 
River as the International Boundary.  EIF 
 

 Nov 1976 Exchange of Notes  Exchange of Notes between U.S. and 
Mexico (extending maritime boundary of 
Rio Grande and Colorado River) on Treaty 
between U.S. and Mexico to maintain the 
Rio Grande and Colorado River as the 
International Boundary.  EIF. 
 

 Dec 1977  Agreement   Maritime boundary agreement between 
U.S. and Cuba. 
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 110 for 
analysis. 
 

 Nov 1980  Treaty  Maritime boundary treaty between the 
United States of America (Puerto Rico and 
St. Croix) and Venezuela.  EIF. 
 

 
  

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1988_Proclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1988_Proclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1999_Proclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1999_Proclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1953_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1953_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1983_Proclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1983_Proclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1995_eez_public_notice.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/USA_1995_eez_public_notice.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-GBR1947TW.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/mex-usa1970.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-MEX1976MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-CUB1977MB.PDF
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-VEN1978MB.PDF
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES, 
Continued 

Sep 1983  Treaty  Treaty between the U.S and Cook Islands 
on delimitation of the maritime boundary.  
EIF.   
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 100 for 
analysis. 
 

 Sep 1983 Treaty  Treaty between the United States of 
America (American Samoa) and New 
Zealand (Tokelau) on the delimitation of 
the maritime boundary.  EIF. 
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 100 for 
analysis. 
 

 Oct 1984  ICJ Judgment   ICJ Judgment U.S. v. Canada (Case 
concerning delimitation of the maritime 
boundary in the Gulf of Maine Area). 
 

 Jun 1990 Agreement   Agreement between the U.S. and 
U.S.S.R. on the maritime boundary. 
 

 Jul 1994  Exchange of Notes  Exchange of Notes between U.S. and 
Japan confirming the "line of delimitation" 
of Japan's fishing zone is identical to the 
U.S. EEZ limits north of the Northern 
Marianas. 
 

 Jun 1995  Treaty  Treaty on the delimitation in the Caribbean 
of a maritime boundary relating to Puerto 
Rico/U.S. Virgin Islands and the British 
Virgin Islands.  EIF. 
 

 Jun 1995 Treaty  Treaty between United Kingdom and U.S. 
on the delimitation in the Caribbean of a 
maritime boundary between the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and Anguilla.  EIF. 
 

 May 1997  Treaty  Treaty between U.S. (American Samoa) 
and Niue on the delimitation of a maritime 
boundary.   
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 119 for 
analysis. 
 

 Nov 1997  Treaty  Treaty on maritime boundaries between 
the United States and Mexico (Caribbean 
Sea and Pacific Ocean).  EIF. 
 

 Jan 2001 Treaty  Treaty between U.S. and Mexico on the 
delimitation of the Continental Shelf 
(Western Gulf of Mexico) beyond 200 
Nautical Miles.  EIF. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Jul 1994    Signed Part XI Agreement.  [Presidential 

Order of 10 Mar 83 states that U.S. 
recognizes customary navigation and 
overflight rights as reflected in the LOS 
Convention.] 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-COK1980MB.PDF
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/nza-usa1980.tif
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=3&k=6f&case=67&code=cigm&p3=4
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-RUS1990MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/GBR-USA1993MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/GBR-USA1993CMB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-NIUE1997MB.PDF
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/MEX-USA1978MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-MEX2000CS.PDF

	UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

