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UNITED KINGDOM:  BRITISH OVERSEAS TERRITORIES 
 
This name was adopted in 2002. 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Jan 1990  Territorial Sea Orders 

Nos. 1993-96 
12nm  12nm extension of UK territorial sea made 

applicable to all dependencies.  [Diego 
Garcia continues to be enforced at 3nm as 
a matter of policy.] 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Jan 1990  Statutory Instrument Nos. 
1993-96 

 Established straight baselines for Falkland 
Islands, South Georgia and South 
Sandwich Islands, and Turks and Caicos 
Islands.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Dec 1994 Offshore Minerals 

Ordinance 
200nm Falkland Islands (repealed earlier 

continental shelf ordinances). 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ  Mar 1977 Proclamation No. 4  200nm  Fishing Zone:  British Virgin Islands. 

 
  May 1977 Proclamation No. 202  200nm  Fishing Zone:  Bermuda. 

 
 Jul 1977 Ordinance No. 3 200nm Fishing Zone:  Tristan da Cunha. 

 
  Jul 1977 Ordinance No. 5 200nm  Fishing Zone:  St. Helena. 

 
 Dec 1977 Proclamation 200nm  Fishing Zone:  Cayman Islands. 

 
 Mar 1978 Ordinance No. 2 200nm  Fishing Zone:  Ascension Island. 

 
  Nov 1978 Proclamation No. 4 200nm  Fishing Zone:  Turks and Caicos Islands. 

 
 Oct 1986 Declaration 200nm Outer Conservation Zone:  Falkland 

Islands 
 

  May 1993 Proclamation (Maritime 
Zone) No. 1 

200nm  Fishing zone:  South Georgia and South 
Sandwich Islands. 
 

  Aug 1994 Proclamation extending 
the Falkland Islands Outer 
Conservation Zone 
 

200nm   

 Sep 1994 Proclamation, No. 1  Delineates geographic coordinates of 
Falkland Islands Outer Conversation 
Zone. 
 

 1997 Proclamation No. 1 200nm EEZ:  Pitcairn, Henderson, Ducie and 
Oeno Islands. 
 

 Sep 2003 Proclamation No. 1 200nm Established Environment (Protection and 
Preservation) Zone for the British Indian 
Ocean Territory. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Oct 1947 Exchange of Notes  Exchange of notes constituting an 

agreement between U.S. and United 
Kingdom relating to the delimitation of the 
area within territorial waters adjacent to 
the leased naval base at Argentia, 
Newfoundland.  EIF. 

 
  

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GBR_1986_Declaration.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GBR_1993_Proclamation1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GBR_1993_Proclamation1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GBR_1994_ExtensionProclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GBR_1994_ExtensionProclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GBR_1994_ExtensionProclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GBR_1994_Proclamation1.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GBR_1997_Proclamation.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin54e.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-GBR1947TW.PDF
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES 
CONTINUED 

Apr 1984 Agreement   Convention on maritime boundaries 
between France (Tuamotu Archipelago) 
and United Kingdom (Pitcairn, Henderson, 
Ducie, Oeno Islands).  EIF. 
 

 Feb 1993 Exchange of Notes  Exchange of notes constituting an 
agreement concerning the creation and 
delimitation of an economic zone around 
the Islands of Pitcairn, Henderson, Ducie 
and Oeno.  EIF. 
 

 Jun 1995  Treaty  Treaty on the delimitation in the Caribbean 
of a maritime boundary relating to Puerto 
Rico/U.S. Virgin Islands and the British 
Virgin Islands.  EIF. 
 

  Jun 1995 Treaty  Treaty between United Kingdom and U.S. 
on the delimitation in the Caribbean of a 
maritime boundary between the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and Anguilla.  EIF. 
 

 Jan 1997 Agreement   Agreement on maritime delimitation 
between France and United Kingdom 
concerning Guadeloupe and Montserrat.  
EIF. 
 

 Jan 1997 Agreement   Agreement on maritime delimitation 
between France and United Kingdom 
concerning Saint Martin and Saint 
Barthelemy on one hand, and Anguilla on 
the other.  EIF. 
 

 Mar 2002 Treaty  Treaty between Honduras and United 
Kingdom concerning the delimitation of 
the maritime areas between the Cayman 
Islands and the Republic of Honduras.  
EIF. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Jul 1997    Acceded to Convention and ratified Part 

XI Agreement on behalf of all British 
Overseas Territories. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-GBR1983MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-GBR1993EZ.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-GBR1993EZ.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-GBR1993EZ.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-GBR1993EZ.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-GBR1993EZ.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-GBR1993EZ.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/GBR-USA1993MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/GBR-USA1993CMB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-GBR1996GM.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-GBR1996MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/HND-GBR2001MA.PDF

