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SEYCHELLES 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA 1977 Maritime Zones Act, 1977 12nm Foreign warships including submarines 

must give notice prior to innocent 
passage. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. conducted operational assertions 
in FY 1998 and 1999. 

 Mar 1999 Maritime Zones Act, 1999 12nm Repeals Maritime Zones Act, 1977. 
 
Requires notification and permission 
requirement for warships and nuclear-
powered or nuclear-carrying cargo ships 
transiting territorial sea in innocent 
passage. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim. 
The U.S. protested in CY 2000.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Mar 1999 Maritime Zones Act, 1999  Implementing legislation for straight 
baselines. 

 Nov 2008 Maritime Zones 
(Baselines) Order, 2008 
(S.I. 88) 
 

 Delineates geographic coordinates for 
normal and archipelagic baselines. 
 

 Mar 2009 Maritime Zones 
(Amendment) Act, 2009 
(Act No. 5) 

 Amends Maritime Zones Act, 1999 
 
Declares Seychelles an archipelagic state. 
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No.132 for analysis. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Mar 1999 Maritime Zones Act, 1999 24nm . 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Mar 1999 Maritime Zones Act, 1999 

 
200 nm  

 Nov 2002 Maritime Zones (EEZ and 
Continental Shelf) Order, 
2002 
 

 Delineates geographic coordinates of 
continental shelf and exclusive economic 
zone (coordinates are identical). 

 Nov 2008 Maritime Zones (EEZ and 
Continental Shelf) Order, 
2008 (S.I. 89)  

 Delineates geographic coordinates of 
continental shelf and exclusive economic 
zone (coordinates are identical). 
 

 Dec 2008 ECS Submission  Joint ECS Submission with Seychelles 
(Mascarene Plateau).  Note:  The CLCS 
has not made its recommendations. 
 

 May 2009 ECS Submission  ECS Submission to concerning the 
Northern Plateau Region.  Note:  The 
CLCS has not made its recommendations. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ Mar 1999 Maritime Zones Act, 1999  

 
200nm  

 Nov 2002 Maritime Zones (EEZ and 
Continental Shelf) Order, 
2002 
 

 Delineates geographic coordinates of 
continental shelf and exclusive economic 
zone (coordinates are identical). 

 Nov 2008 Maritime Zones (EEZ and 
Continental Shelf) Order, 
2008 (S.I. 89)  

 Delineates geographic coordinates of 
continental shelf and exclusive economic 
zone (coordinates are identical). 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SYC_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SYC_1999_Act2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SYC_1999_Act2.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SYC_1999_Act2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SYC_1999_Act2.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin52e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin52e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin52e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/submission_musc.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/submission_syc_39_2009.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SYC_1999_Act2.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin52e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin52e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin52e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin70e.pdf
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATION 

Mar 1999 Maritime Zones Act, 1999  
 

 Any act of pollution qualifies as prejudicial 
to peace, good order and security.   
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 2000.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Feb 2001 Agreement  Agreement between France (Ile de la 

Grande Glorieuse and Ile du Lys) and 
Seychelles concerning delimitation of the 
maritime boundary of the Exclusive 
Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf.  
EIF. 
 

 Jan 2002 Agreement  Agreement between Tanzania and 
Seychelles on the delimitation of the 
maritime boundary of the exclusive 
economic zone and continental shelf. 
 

 Jul 2008 Agreement  Agreement between Mauritius and 
Seychelles on the delimitation of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone.   
 

 Jun 2012 Treaty  Treaty concerning the joint exercise of 
sovereign rights over the continental shelf 
in the Mascarene Plateau region between 
Seychelles and Mauritius.  EIF.   
 

 Jun 2012 Treaty  Treaty concerning the joint management 
of the continental shelf in the Mascarene 
Plateau region between Seychelles and 
Mauritius.  EIF.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 1982    Signed Convention. 

 
  Sep 1991    Ratified Convention. 

 
 Jul 1994    Signed Part XI Agreement. 

 
 Dec 1994   Ratified Part XI Agreement. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SYC_1999_Act2.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-SYC2001MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/TZA-SYC2002MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin69e.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin79e.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin79e.pdf

