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PALAU 
 
Palau gained independence on 1 October 1994 with the entry into force of the Compact of Free Association with the United States. 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Sep 2003 

 
Act amending Chapter 1 
of Title 27 of the Palau 
National Code 
 

12nm Extends territorial sea from 3nm to 12nm.  
 
Amends Chapter 1 of Title 27 of the Palau 
National Code. 
 
Territorial sea previously established at 
3nm by PL 6-7-14 § 4, modified (Nov 
1978). 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Sep 2003 Act amending Chapter 1 

of Title 27 of the Palau 
National Code 

24nm Establishes contiguous zone.   
 
Amends Chapter 1 of Title 27 of the Palau 
National Code. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONTINENTAL SHELF  May 2009 ECS Submission 

 
200nm  ECS submission.  Note:  The CLCS has 

not made its recommendations. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ  Sep 2003 Act amending Chapter 1 

of Title 27 of the Palau 
National Code 
 

200nm  Establishes EEZ and adopts regulations 
for the conservation, management, and 
exploitation of living resources in the 
contiguous zone and EEZ.   
 
Amends Chapter 1 of Title 27 of the Palau 
National Code. 
 
Palau had previously established a 12nm 
exclusive fishery zone and a 200 nm 
extended fishery zone. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES 2006 Treaty  Palau-Federated States of Micronesia 

Maritime Boundary Treaty. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Sep 1996   Acceded to Convention; bound by Part XI  

Agreement. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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