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KENYA
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES
TERRITORIAL SEA May 1972 Territorial Waters Act 12nm
(Revised 1977)

Aug 1989 Maritime Zones Act 12nm

ARCHIPELAGIC, May 1972 Territorial Waters Act Establishes straight baseline system and

STRAIGHT BASELINES, & (Revised 1977) claims Ungwana (Formosa) Bay as

HISTORIC CLAIMS historic bay.

Aug 1989 Maritime Zones Act Refines straight baseline system and
reiterates claim to Ungwana (Formosa)
Bay as historic bay.

The U.S. does not recognize these claims.
The U.S. conducted operational assertions
in FY 1990 and 1998.

Apr 2006 M.Z.N.58.2006.LOS Deposit of geographical coordinates and
map for straight baselines.

CONTINENTAL SHELF Jun 1969 UN Convention on 1958 Accession to the 1958 Continental Shelf

Continental Shelf DEF Convention.

May 2009 CLCS Submission Submitted request to UN Commission on
the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS)
to extend the limits of its continental shelf
beyond 200nm from the baselines from
which the breadth of the territorial sea is
measured.

EEZ Aug 1989 Maritime Zones Act 200nm “The Minister may make regulations to
regulate the exploration and exploitation
and conservation and management of the
maritime zones . . . for all or any of the
following purposes: (e) providing for the
passage of warships or other military
vessels through the exclusive economic
zone and the conduct of any military
maneuvers therein.” (But Act itself does
not include any provisions actually
purporting to regulate such matters).

1989 Amendments to the Aligns the Fisheries Act with the newly

Fisheries Act proclaimed EEZ.
Feb 1979 Presidential Proclamation 200nm Replaced by Presidential Proclamation of
of February 1979 June 2005
Jun 2005 Presidential Proclamation 200nm Establishes outer limits of the EEZ.
of July 2005
(Scroll below map for text)

Apr 2006 M.Z.N.58.2006.LOS Deposit of geographical coordinates and
map for EEZ.

Jan 2014 Note Verbale No. 7/14 Declaring EEZ and publishing Territorial
Sea/EEZ map of Kenya consistent with
Presidential Proclamation of June 2005.

Oct 2014 Note Verbale No. 325/14 Somalia submitting to the UN an objection

to Kenya's EEZ declaration.



http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/KEN_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/KEN_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/KEN_1989_Maritime.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/KEN_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/KEN_1977_Act.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/KEN_1989_Maritime.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/mzn_s/mzn58.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/ken_mzn58_2006.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/ken_mzn58_2006.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=XXI-4&chapter=21&clang=_en
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=XXI-4&chapter=21&clang=_en
http://www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/submission_ken_35_2009.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/KEN_1989_Maritime.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/KEN_1979_Proclamation.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/KEN_1979_Proclamation.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/ken_mzn58_2006.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/mzn_s/mzn58.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/ken_mzn58_2006.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/ken_mzn58_2006.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/communications/ken_note_09012014.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/communications/Somalia_Note_verbale_dated_7_October%202014.pdf

TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Dec 1975 Exchange of Notes with Exchange of Notes with Tanzania
-Jul 1976 Tanzania concerning the delimitation of the territorial
waters boundary. EIF Jul 1976.
(See LIS No. 92 for U.S. analysis)
Apr 2009 Memorandum of MOU with Somali Republic to grant no-
Understanding with objection regarding submissions on the
Somali Republic outer limits of the continental shelf to the
(Scroll to page 36) CLCS signed and EIF.
Jun 2009 Agreement with Tanzania Delimitation of maritime boundary of the
EEZ and continental shelf.
LOS CONVENTION Dec 1982 Signed Convention.
Mar 1989 Ratified Convention.
Jul 1994 Bound by Part XI Agreement.
Jan 2017 Declaration Kenya “declares that it does not accept

(Scroll to page 15)

any of the procedures provided for in Part
XV Section 2 of the Convention with
respect to disputes concerning the
interpretation or application of Articles 15,
74 and 83 relating to sea boundary
delimitations, or those involving historic
bays or titles.”



http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/TZA-KEN1976TW.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/TZA-KEN1976TW.PDF
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/LIS-92.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%202599/v2599.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%202599/v2599.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%202599/v2599.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/LOS_93_WEB.pdf

