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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

 
Antigua and Barbuda gained independence from the United Kingdom on 1 November 1981. 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TERRITORIAL SEA Aug 1982  Maritime Areas Act 1982, 
Act No. 18 

12nm Claimed to require foreign warships obtain 
prior permission for innocent passage 
through the territorial sea and archipelagic 
waters.  (See LIS No. 133 for U.S. 
analysis, map, and archipelagic baseline 
coordinates.) 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested this claim in CY 1987 
and conducted an operational assertion in 
FY 1987. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Aug 1982 Maritime Areas Act 1982, 
Act No. 18  

 Claimed archipelagic status.  (See LIS No. 
133 for U.S. analysis, map, and 
archipelagic baseline coordinates.) 
 
Claimed to require foreign warships obtain 
prior permission for innocent passage 
through the territorial sea and archipelagic 
waters.   
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested this claim in CY 1987 
and conducted an operational assertion in 
FY 1987. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Aug 1982 Maritime Areas Act 1982, 

Act No. 18 
24nm Established contiguous zone.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Aug 1982 Maritime Areas Act 1982, 

Act No. 18 
200nm/
CM 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
EEZ  Aug 1982 Maritime Areas Act 1982, 

Act No. 18 
200nm Established EEZ. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Feb 1983   Signed Convention. 

 
 Feb 1989   Ratified Convention. 

 
 May 2016   Acceded to Part XI of Convention. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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