Recross—sxamined by Lisutsnant ‘47,&9r 2 Darhyt

dil. s @7\92 mhep you talked to me aboui this prior fo ths
convening of this gourt, prigr to ths time thare wasz any commanh
concerning tes fixany in the newspapers, 4id vou at that time
maks any vselsrsnce to 060%

3, ¥o, gire . S3ir, you are slightly getting me confused, I am
trying to stiek to what I hats said befors. I have stated in
the writhten stabement that to the best of my knowledge the shipfis
nwead at the time the captain ecalled for it was either 080 ar 090,
sivr. From what I have heard in court and what I have read it has
been more or lessg derived that the ship’®s head was Qe ,; siles

Reexamined by ocounsel repréesenting Lieutenant Commander Tierney

42, &s Do you kmow what you said the heading was in your first
teatimony before this court?

ke, It was sithey 060 oxr 090, 8ir,.

2, Ao s & pariy:

Cross-sxamined by Captain

youxr taatl-

43, Qe You saild,&-%, you had been thinking over
mony and what had hapnaneﬁ sinee vou wers praviously on E@e SE na.

L
who have you discussed 1t with?
5, I haven't discussed my testimony with anybody, sir,

44, Qs What papers or other information did yeu use te gain
these subssguent impressiona?

., I read the News Day, the Dally News, Daily Mywror, the

Hearast paper, and the World Te l gram and Sun,

45, Qe So these new impressions are a result of what you gains«
after considering all the various acccunts that you had read?

is - Yas, 81T

Recross—-examined by Lieutenant {E/\yg 8 DaErLv:s

28, Qe %@, L am not trying te confuss you at alle I am
asking vou a very serious question. Did you report to Captaln
Tie rney bthat the ship!'s heading wes 0607 '

A Ho, EiFe I 4ld mole.

47, Geo Did you rveport anything to him?

A, No, sir., I wasn't the hslmaman,

Welither the counsel for the couwrt, the court,; nor the parties
desired to Turther examine this wiiness.

The court informed the withess that he again was privileged to
make any furthsr atatement covering anvithg related to ths

subject matter of the inqulry that he thought should be a matiern
of rscord in connection therewith, which had not been fully
srought oubt by the previous Questioning, ‘




Hisrr Be. had

duly warned and withdrew.

The witness was
Qbakp ‘ ; seaman, Y., S. Navy, was rscalled as a witnsss
by the Zounsei representing Eleutenant Commander Tierney, was
warnad that the oath previeusly taksn by him was still binding.
Examined by the counssel for the eourt;
is Q¢  Ton are the 85 1 /ng who has previously testified in
this case?
ke Yosy alin.
Examined by counsel representing Lieutenant Commander Tiernsy:
2. Qs .+ Jou have nreviously te%tified that the comandin
fficer gave a serieg of rudder ofde 2 somewhat as Tollows—-—
RIGHT PULL AUDDHER, LEFT FULL RUDDER, RIGHT FUL; BTUDDER, TR L
BUDDER~=-Ts that substantlially correct?
s Hemy 21eu
e G I wondgyr if at this tims you could Esll uwg approzimatiely
how long it takes t?e rudder to go ;rom.lext Full te Fighi full,
from 259 left teo 25° pright according to your best estimate,
A, T would say no more tham ten seconds.
4, Qs Ton secondsg?
gy ToE, =i,
5s &+ HNow when the commanding officer gave hig first order
RIGHT FULL ﬁﬁpﬁgﬁf aaﬁrorlmaremJ how long 4id you have vour
rudder at RIGHT FULL?
4, Thirty=-five or forty sccornds, approximataly,
€. Qe Did you ever get an ordsr to steady on a courss that you

vecall?

Ay HNo, slir.

Te e Now the next order, as you resall it, was LEFT FULL
RUDDER? '

g‘-@ Y@q; Dllqc

Be Se And can you tell ues approximately how long you had LERT
FULL RUDDER on? .

4. Approximately the same time I would say, sir.

9. Qe About thirty-rfive seconds?

Ay BB SLF

10s Ga And then the commanding offiber gave & right ruddsr
command , is that correciH?

&. Yeoui; sirs




1i. Q. And how long wasz the right rudder on?
A, I just teld the capiain, "rudder snawers wight full,
t the order for LEFT FPULL RUDDER.

o

=5 o = 3 = B i’ B L3 = . el gt |
A Juat a8 soon as ths rudder hit the stop--1L was right

18: @ You =aid ILEFT RUDDER?

RO S o F sif; that 1s as bsst I can remembsr, T to0id the
~nrEady Yrapdder answsrs ight full. ¥ and T o3 The ofder Lo
caontala, udder angwers PrLgnyg L0 F: I #0% Lhe OF oT
ILEFT ULl RUDDEH.

14, Qe Were any othsy orders glven prier tc collision?
£ .

5 Ho, sir

wL-‘.Q_

~ i T \C? . " o
Gros s-examined by Captain (37 » & party:

Q¢ Was there any pause bebwesn the flirst ordsr for RICGHT
RULL RUDDER and the next orde? LEFT FULE RUDDER
Ae Yos, sir; there waszs a few seconds,.
16. & And how many ssconds? :
A. I would say the ship swung apdroximately 40 to 509 when I

got ths order.

17 Q. Was there any pauss beliwsen the next order
fo T.EFY FPULL T UbDD“ an<d the rext RIGETDT FULL RUDDER order in
e riod of sscond £ you lmow?

L
he 1 would Q&J 4L was about the sams pariod of

18, G« What perisd of time is Elm&?
A Fifteen=twenty seconds I imagine is what it would talke the
ship to swing.

‘19. §+ How many degrees mowlf that be'f
er“v~1r”rym.iv&~»j_ deg

20s Qs And there was ho pauvse &t all betwesn thaf order and

ths last onet?
. il TR N e kol 5110 o i T S S
4 Betwaan Lhc lagt RIGET PUEL and the LAY TRPT IULL thers

e

&

was no pauvse ab all,

w

t a fact that in that last Burn to laflt, the
EFT STANDARD RUDDER?Y

der that the captain gavse me, as well 25 I can
T UTJIJ girs,

2}43 [:-{‘5; ISl’l* i
firast order was
8., The fi?st 0

arr 2 the last left turn, The
the laft Into the courss of The WASPY?




e e ——

2%, Q. Wasn't that last left turn order LEFT STANDARD RUDDER
rabher Than FULLY
I remember it LEFT FULL RUDDER.

ﬁUJJHA,

S13F.

An appreciable psuse, then LEFT FULL BUDDER, then
RUDDER ¥

86, @: You domn't have any recollectbion of that?
&, To, 21T

Cross-sxamined by Lisutenant T3/V9; a party:

ST Bis &t any time during this mansuver do you remember the
shipts heading?
Ad; W, =ik, 1 cEnt't auy that I dé.

28, 8. Do you know what it was at the time of the collision?
My NE g i -

BQ: & At any tims did you receive an ordsr RUDDER
A. i aon*t remember evsy getting an ordsr RUDDER AMIDSHIPY,
Cross-examined by Lisutenant 1% b, a varty:

30. §e. T§KQ>= _ the firab Gobtder thai you gpi &after the
sexecutl on was RIGHT FULL RUDDER, 18 that corvect? :

3§.a iab;_ Sipo

3l. @. Did Captain Tisrney customarily exscute maneuvers
wi th FULL RUDDER?

2

A. I can't say sir. Captain Tiernsy hadn't been aboard too
long and I nadn't stood many watches on the wheel under him
ol - e

he had the eonh. 1 gcan't say he customarily

o

RUDDER svery tims,

348 &, But you were positive that first ordsr was PULL
BEUDEHR - BTEET P, SUNHER is thdd earrenE ¥
A, That is the best I can remember, sir.

Recross-examined by Captain & 3, a party:

53, . How many degress was FULL RUDDER on that ship?
d. RBEH i
“ian many was STANDARD?

A




35. @&. During these various turns prior to the actual
collision was there any MAN OVERBOARD signal given theres on that
shiip¥ -

Ne Wy BLF

6. &. Do you krnow whsthsel
ever mads a complete e yeial
ba, EiT, I don'%.

4]

£

,4:
it O3

—etaminad by counsel repressenting Lisgutenant Commander

1?ij

i T

7. Q. How lesng did you gay you had bsen a helmsmant

A. Approximately 8 year, sir

Neither cownsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
desired to further sxamine this wlitness.

Trne court informed tha witness that he 2gain was privileged to
maks any Fu_tﬂ v statament covering anything relating to the
subjeet matter of tne lnudifJ that be tﬂJUﬁLfSﬁwuld be & matter
of pescord in connection therewlth, whlch had not bagan, TWliy
brousht out by the previous questioning.

The witness statsd that he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

N T b . -  guartermaster, first class, U.S, Navy, was
recallicd as & witness by the counsel representing Ljeuuﬁqhqc
Commander Tler Lay,ngas warned thet the cath oreviously takem by O
him was pElll BiNCGINg. :

Examined by the counsel for the courts
1. @. Are you the same G- %, guart

who previoualy testified In thals matiar!
i%.o _‘_GS:’ ,J_I'.,

2, @+ Tou wesrs dlhe Davlgating JuartaFmebsr; is dhed gporreet

A: JFmhp; P,

Examined by the counsel representing Lisutenant Commander
m.s -
i < e

k. G A2 , are you aware o

o £ i g
peloruses, or 811“aies on the bridgzs of the HOBSON shortly
o fid

4., The rim arcund the repeater. It w
out of shape. W®e couldn't use a telsscopl
The ma jority of tha time wev used & bLear

& ®e lVSﬂogic alidade.

i”‘i

CONFiB
SECURITY il

§. What was the matter with the fepeatsr on the starboard




& d

And how long that hio
A, To my kpowledge 10 months. l haa bsen on

fa Wy The resuls was you gouldn'® uss & tal
4., Tt cemld be nied bul you doidn't Cake =

e & z@r/QQ, did you heer €He =ignAl Th ccmmerncs &

Qur new courss was LAa0 ait the time.

gouneel row thes-gourt; Wi coart, nor

further sxamine this witnass.

the witness that hse again was

binding.

the counsel for the court:
1. &. You are

previously i
A5 L BEEs

the same gutenant Commander &ﬁiﬂ)
& I %nis matter» <€>

&

Do you khow how TfaF you oin Bee aciusf Lhe pao
50N from the starboard pslorus in degrees roughly
1 I would say a minimum of b L =@ oot sulss . il
minimum I know of 129
8: @+ You thimk it 13 probably mokel
’ i TEmy o pEEs
COUNSEL EEFRESENTILG LCDRE TIRREEY: Strike thal less
gnd SnSWEr.
Cross-sxamined by Lieutenant fo-% , a party:

DI“ ‘Jl-l

guastion

e TEa, ERp,-I 414
10, & Di2 ypuw bear the Laplein give soy ordsir followlng
that signal?
4. He gave the order RIGHT STANDARD RUDIER whils I was on the
bridgs.
that all he said?

the partie

szed Lo
the

fally

nalke e G ment covering anything relating to

subject matter of tha noulry that he thought should bs & matter
of record in connsction therewith, wnich had not besn

brought out by the previocus auest¢onln

recallsed as a
Tisprmey,

The witnsass stated that he had nothing further to aay.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.
Iisurenant Commander w\s' ., U.8. Navy, was
witness by the counsel repressnting Lisutsnsnt Commandsr
was warned that the ocath previously taken by him was still




Examined by the counsel representing FLieutenant Commander
TlaEnET 3

i

e @s Do you know how far scross the port bow of the RCODHAN
you can see the starboard pelorus?

The gquestlon was wil anﬂm

s e I8 the RODMAN a sister ship of the HOBSANT
A; She lm.
4y Qe Do you know whether or not the n»
ars located in approximately the sams po
HOSSONT
&, T pelie ERe] &aFcs
5. Q. Do you know how Tar across the port bow of the RODMAW

you can look from the starvtard pelorusy
A, From dead ahead to where the line of sight sbrikes the
forward part of the bridge, 400,

A vou lmow whether the rudder installations on board
the ROD: and HORS0N were the same = - steering installafions
A, T am met suPré Pputbt Weing =lsteor shaips I thiak IRy Wels.

7. Q. Are you ths custodian of the General Information Beok

e ) R 0 ATy o
hj’ 1);’2‘.0 ‘-J;DeSa .L\UJJ.‘\VL&._[\.\ H

)
_}15;_ s Al amo
s Do o irrve 18 wilish Feuw?
9] 5 B

o
0
i3
)
]

P G Does the beok eontaln atearing zpecificak

|
¢ Tk
4 o
A .
<
B
wf




g Sirs

point the court sat with closad doors, The
and spschbaborsz withdrew from bthe couwrbtroom,
Examined 1 tenant Commandsr

ask
you mean?

you asked. What do
12, Qe Does the rudder erder angle indicator move more
thapn ths ruddsr? -

-

T - P e

Cross-examined by counsel for the court:

13, G During the fuirn, commenfey, did you hear smy &es
from the WASP on either the primary or secomdary tactical
S Xh io 3 curge?

14; Qe Do you know 3f Uil speed A& Wwsed in thege smcl
cations refers to maximum spesd?

b | No, sir; I assums it 1s 20 Mnots.

15 B 20 Kumois¥

COTRT: For the purposse of olarification the court would
t to he clsar to vwhat you referred whsn you spoke of rudd

i:()ﬁiriEBB
SECURITY i

maembars of

COUNSEL ¥OH THE COURT:y Iz this & classified decument, sir?
COUNSEL REPRESEZNTING LI COMMANDER TIERNEY: It may bs,

10 @G« W1l Fou Lurd ¥ they ateering =ptallflcakione, and 1F
vou Find thsre any Information on the ieﬂg‘l at wlme 1t Sake d- b
move the rudder, wilil wou plaasss read 1,

Aa ¥The stesring gear when using the mailr scurce of powser is -

3 F moving the rudder betwsen the angles at which the
ps come inte action at an averags rate of not lass than
 gescixl with the wesgel going ahead at full speed,
n e same range at an average speed of 1-1/6° per
the vessel golng astern abt a spsed not 1o sxcess of
11s Qo  On your ship does the rudder angle indicator move mow
raplidly than the ruddsr?
] Affirmative. May I that~-I am not sure exactly what

gage

)

gt




WITHESS: I infler, sir, ag the wheel is Turned by ths helmanan
indicating what he is putting on the rudder, that isads the indi-
cators showling what the rudder is doing, sir,

&L thig point the cowrt sat with open doorss
Reexamined by counsel representing Lisutenant Commandsr

ik = 18Fs

Q. Do you know, of your own

Jommanding ef ihe HOB3IDW, Li ar
’ rney, frequsntiy himsell, ?eceived and transmitted messages
ita®?

s Taetlidal volce eirow
T would say that many times I recognized his voice.

Helthsr CﬁU;SPl faow the vourt, e comri, ner the parities desgis
this witness.

The court informed the wlitness Tthat hs agzs 1 to
make any further statement covering anythir i
subject matber of the Ingquiry that he thought should bg a mattep
of record in connection therewith, w leh had not besen fully

e &
brought out by the previow guestionings

=

£l
B
2
]
x.

Jete

tneas stated that he had nothing further %o say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

A i e Us B Navy, & parfy, was
withese by the epunsel repreasenting Lisuitedant &
ermey, was warned that ths oath previous i
£111 bindimg, end his etisntion whs age
5 a8 & party, his rlehts &8s a witness,
st self-incrimination,

o T &3
& e fei?

mined by counsel representing Lieutenant

C
2. Qe Capbain Xyr , were you ever of the cpinion that

CORPEN —-

is point €the eomE sat with
of the iress and the sr ectators wit

Examined by counael representing Lisulenant Commander
Tierney (continued):
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& [ b, | = oy - . T - -
4. Uhers hags bzen no avidence and I hnave no information
g e RS - = o A =2 3 - o
either of the ships evsr receivad the message,
Feithesr Hha selwes2l Ffor Tthe oBUTh, id@ R Ure caor the s
dasired furither to sxamine this witness, He resumsd his =
a part¥a

Commander . fj’Qp junior, U, S. Navy, was calle
witness by the counsel representing Lisutenant Commander
entersd, was duly sworn, and was informed of the subjsct
oF B ITgulry.

o

2y
<
j<
\
= L]
g

Commands Je S. Nav:

LTTH DDw{Sb)e

Examined by coungel representing Lisuten:

ant

Ce Qe Will you state your naval and marine expsrience,

4. I grsdusated from the Naval Agademy in 193838, Jme 1,
I want bto Gthe QKLAHOMA for one year, partleipating as a j
gfficer, I was rotated 3 months in gunnery, 3 months i
pommuniscaticns, « 6 months in enginesving. Men I want
the U39 RORIE, fowr-gltack destroyer., From there I wa
for 1% menih moagt svery Job on board the shilp excep
axseubive ofi and comman41na officser BORIE
bo:the TSS A7 which was then being by in Camden,
palon o e ‘usfﬁﬁfﬁﬁ thhe war sbarted and I was orde
immadiately hlpgton as Execublve DITlecer of ilie Bom
posal School whicn was to be ocrganizsd I 1 a
exist at the time. I remalned there about ;
the U335 BRY {DE~-235), T was gilven co
time on bogrd that ghip: 15 months, anp
placed in commission the USS HAMMER, =2r
officer, ¥ remained in command about 14 i
in command of the USS AIFRED, then being decommi_ ioned&
Jo% pnly ted six wesks, mﬁ@p I was Orﬁered B S TN
. BVANS, other dsstrover. Resmained in command about
m ¢ t which time I wes ordered to shors duty in W
In Washington, I was in the Senate Navy Tiaison 0ffice in
Senatbte 01 g Buildimg; nbteched %w the Baressty of Nawal B
nr aboutb g Yaary Then I wae ordersd a4 4lde to Chiafl
Maval i aine thatv d s teer m
at whi x X ] [t 5
aboutb i e
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wf
Examination by counsel representing Lieutenant Commsnder Tierney
sontinieds
2., Q. Colmerder, wtaf 1z fhe gtatus ef Four shipt
A At 'the present time, wmy ship 1z 1n ¥eWport for leave and

B 7 ol N T of your naval sxpsr
vo” uel_ T b how many vears vou -have coparated ai
*L\’;cﬁ

jence, eon’id
posrd destroy-

&, F
Fe '@ 1 how long as commanding officer?
A, A

G« @« Have Fouu hed considerible experlsiice opsreting with

T
garrisrs®
& N
P ) PR

e Ha I8 the dight af this exgerien ce, iz it yoir ofindaon that
the angles on the bow of  the aircraft carrier can be accurately
gstimated at night?

A, The angles on the bow of the carrisr are very diffiecult to
determine e 1t wonld dépend on the pngle af the bow as to bow
easy it would De EO estlmate, For example, assume the angle on
the bow is ZERQO ~-"T1 don' G tﬁiﬁ' there woulid be any immediate
trouble in estimating it, roughly - say, within approxima tely 20
degraes, : '

&, t a ceollision pccurred between ths
HOBSON

A,

LAEUTENANT COLGAHDER TIEHNE
& rein I will 9D8c1fy cert
& nswer the guestiorn ih the
e cfTioar.

the conditions are as Yollows:s The night is

F. @+ ASSumIng &
fark; the ses 15 dalgy the wind 10 kuants {Tom the seuthwest; an
gircrafit carrisr and two destroyer mine sweepers are steaming in
formation on course 102 degrees true; at speed 25 knots; boiler
power is available for 28 knots; the sitips are darkened exzdeapt Cop
red dircraft warming truck lights; ons des troyer minssweeper is in
plane launching station number 2 06111Dw 25 defrees True from the
car ier, wiio's guids; range is 3,000 yards., The cowmanding olecer
pi the destroyer ninesweeper who 1s participating in nisght carrier

i B for the first time as a2 commanding officer and who on
i ore has received a pessags, which I now show you, (pass

l}
number 59 to witness) has received signals to come te
ry course 260 degrees True and to inerease speed to 27

&
ot

show you a dilagram of situation ONE marked for identific-

mﬂmEﬁ were marked Bxhibits 103, 104,
Mespectively.

s ov;‘,'::n 3 r]‘l‘i im ? C‘nd
id 1t1f1°1L1@w;%




Exhikit 107 for ifdsmnts
HWV?“ tions 3 data as s

COULBSEL & COURTes T am not ooﬂebugng, May I sugsest o
Cnmnsu15 e ss ase hibits are offersd in evidernecs, Just &
referénce to -situatien U0 Will Ddve 00 Reanifngz in the Pscord,

TIEREEY #° L intend 6

I mEve momple hed' the poestidp.

'?ﬂﬂl to changs course was execuied
e oebtvover minesweeper received
mmber 2 8nd acoording

L
]
n
o
Y

o
l._l
C‘
o
)=

. degrees True and increased speed tp
talke plane fﬂcoverv statipn 2, 1A Foud opinien; wandd

il

(e
et I
= ek

course and speed be reasonable or unreason:
conditions eéxisting at the time the si

)

back

18:; @, Would that course and spesd be tactically sound from a
theorsetical viewpoint?

& TE5S ‘

11. 0. I show yvou situation ™0 on exhibit marked for identif-
ication muuber 104, Assuring the Omm%ﬂdln“ plfficer profesied ol
130 degrees until he reached & po i the guids hovu 059
degrees true, range 3,180 yards az the guide had partially :
epmplefed Bor Tight TUlH ST GE. o@ e TO& degreas True to 260 degree
True so that the target angle wa prircxma teldE 00 dEpFeas SEAD-
L haahd, *fﬁ under these circumstances, the commanding officer of the
idestroyer minesweeper ordered the rudder pul MFULL LEFTY and when
lhe had rsached & neadL:w about 100 degrees ITrue,; then ofdersd hils
Lrudder put "FULL TIGHT" intehdine o eomtinue T© the wTight locetion
ﬁac)roﬁlmaaeT 140 degrees to course 260 degrees True_iglovder to
inarallel the guide on her new course and so taking night recovery
Etatipn notiber 2. B your Opinﬁﬂn woiild these rudder ofders ha reb-
spnabls or unreascnable considering all the condltions existimgat
tie time the orders were given?

COUNSEL FOR TH: COURT: Will the reporter read back the gquestion




7 '
somsar, vor carmart <Y . 1 woum Tike te ob
grounds it appears there are several “Points in the ques
stated on which there hag been no evidence in¥rocduced a
trial, One of such peints w,o, any intentlon to proceed on course
153C until tie guide bere 0589; the only svidence on that point was

that the Iintention was bto prcceed until the gulde bore 010. Thers
was no evidence in these proceedings as to what range was to be
achieved before turning from 130, There has been no evidence. in
the prooeed?n's regarding ths targef angle of 100 degrees starboam
and there has been no evidence that the HOBSON, at any point,
proceeded on a average course of 100. deqrecs TRV,

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LIEUTENANT COMMANDER TIERNEY: I reply to
the obkjection by stating that I thinlk coumsel has mis-sgstatasd soms
of the facts, I desire the reporter to read back the objecticne.
It is going to be tediocus but I can rebut the points one by one.

The reporter read as directed,

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LIEUTENANT COMMANDER TIERNEY: In answer
to that objection, I reply that the diagram (fmdicating BExhibit
66) shows that the HOBSON changed courss - pibt her rudder right
at this poimt' (indicating) and drew {(dewmonstrating) its relative
position te here (indicating) where the guide bore 089 True and
it seems to me that the intention ig proven by a given sct and

T think that the HORBRS0OY put her rudder full left at 059 True,

I think the svidence shows intention,

COUNSEL FOR CAPTATN [0~ TR EE o Tk B o T b

direct intention of the Commandil ag Offlcer of the HOBSON werlking
out the mansuvering board problem which was stated to be that of
making a left turn when the guide bore 010 and I might also peint
out that the angle indicated by cocunsel a moment ago 1s wgeertainly
{indicating) not in accordance with the expregsed intention of the
Command ing Officer of the HOBSON when the mansuvering problem was

worked oubs
COUNSEL REPRESENTING LIBUTENANT COMMANDER TTERNEY: I grant you

are correct on that, However, I still believe that what he did
was the best evidence of his intention when he startsd te do 1.

GCOURT: HNow that reply was Tto one particular point, - Do vou
wish to cover the others?

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LFEGPTNANT COMMANDER TIERNEY: ¥Yes, sir.
o statement was made that the HOBSON processded on an average
course of 100 degress True; The statemsnt iz made that about 100
degreses Trus he intended fto changs his rudder from LEFT FULL to
RIGHYT FULL, I submlt that 1f the testimony of the helmsman and
ths guartermaster ares glven credence, that that statement as to
his intenticon is again bormne out by the facts as they actually
have been brought out in the record.




CONSEL, FON TEE. COTET: . Ceithsel fap the conrt wilil g@Flae lEhe
court that 1t is his understanding that an expert witness may be
ésked & hypothetical quesiion provided the nypothesls i3 based
R -the  Syia or on reascnable inferences to be drawn from ithe

oD

CONEIDEN"
.SECUR TY INERE




i . o (TR
SECURITY INFOR MO

The eccurt was cleared. The court was opensd, and all parties
To the inguiry entered,

'f7’/&9 , chif yeeman, U. 5. Navy, entered as
reporter, =

The court announced that the objection was net sustained.

The question wasg repeated.

A. The answer is: reaseonable. '

12, Q. Were the orders “taetically sound from a theoretical
viewpolnt? T

A, Yes, under those eireumstances.

13. Q. Assuming that the commangding officer has just given
the order "RIGHT FULL RUDDER" then observes through his

kineculars thet he 1s abeuf twenty degrees on the starboasrd bow

of the carrier and simultanecusly he receives z signal from the
carrier meaning "My course is 250 degrees True," would you frem
vour knowledge of destroyer operatiens be of the opinion that
sueh a signal would cause meomentary uncertainty and confusions=
in the mlnd ef the commanding officer?

A. Yes,

14,d Assuming the cemmanding officer to be momentarily confuse
under these eircumstances and that he observed that he was
on the carrier's starboard bow and that the carrier was 20
degrees te 50 degrees on his portibew at & range of 2200 yvards
and that the commanding officer gave the order "RUDDER AMIDSHIPS
with the intention offleaving 1t there mementarily and then
ecoming left or right as the situation developed, would you
consider such action reasonable onunreasonable?

A, Under these cireumstances, reasenable,

15. Q. Assuming the rudder had moved te amidships and that
the ship's head was nearly steady and the ceommanding efficer
obgserved through his bineculars that he wasg gtill en the star-
board bow of the carrier and the carrier was 30 degrees on his
port boew at a range of 1700 yards and suppesedly steady on her
course, would you consider the order "LEFT STANDARD RUDDER" and
then "LEFT HARD RUDDER," reasonable or unreasonable under those
circumstances?

LIEUTENANT T?Jb,.A PARTY: I ebject te this guestion on the
ground that 1% erreneously states the evidenece. It appears
from the diagram (Imdicating Exhibit 66) and from all %the
evidence that the HOBBSGN was never on the carrierts starboard
bow when this order "LEFT STANDARD" and"LEFT FULL RUBDER' wag
given and only at the commencement of the turn was it on the
carrier's starboard bew. I think the question is entirely mis-
leading in that respect when he says the HOBSON was on the
starbecard bew of the carrier.

CONFIDENTIA




COUNSE]L. REPRESENTING LIEUTENANT, CCMMARDER TIERNEY: This
diagram being an approximation eofevents as they occeurred in the
opinion of the Commanding Officer of the WASP is not cenelusivsl:
binding en the parties, but even so I think that i1f yeu
carefully measure the relative pogitiong frem the peint marked
X% eommencement of turns and a polnt semewhere baeck in here, I
think yeu will see he 1s gtill somewhere sharp on the bew.

®

LIEUTENANT &, A PARTY: I think that his explanation just
speasks for itself and I can't see how the HOBSON was en the
carrier's starbeard bow at the commencement of the last left

turn.

 The court was ecleared. The court was opened, and all parties
te the ingulry entered,

The court announced: The courft wishes to poeint ocut that a
court of inguiry is not bound by the stvlcu ryles G@vernlng ob-
jeetions which prevail in the case of Bourts-martial. It is the
desire of the eourt to afford the widest possible latitude of
examination. The eounsel representing Li:enfenant Commander
71 erneyshas been asking hypetkieti cal duestions. The court does

not sustairn the objection,

The guestion was repeated. :
A, The answer is: wTeasonable,

16, Q. You have just angwered a series of hypethetical gues-
tions. DPo you wish te comment or elaborate on the answerg you
have given?

A, Well,, I would like To point out for the court that I am
answering these questions under all the cireumstances given
under the hypotheses. I am not snswering«s guestion on what I
would have done from the beginning to the énd in any manner
whatseever. That i1s The only comment I have.

17.. 8. I refer té EBxhibii B2, I ask yow Af a falr readinmg
of that dispateh would indicate to you that its provisicns are
applicable to destroyers when plane guarding and Shl;tlnﬁ
stations?

A, Yes.

18. Q. Would tnat dlspateh ln any way have affeeted your
course oﬂactlon under the cenditiens eof the hypethetical
guestions you have just answered? ‘

A, In order to answer that guestion, I will have te take
myself back four years and try to give what I thipk I would
have done, I think if I had command of a ship only one menth
and was making my first plane guard maneuver, it pessibly
would have affectsd my course of action.

CONFIDER
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19, @. Would it do so now?
= No. , :

20. Q. Do you have anything further te state?
A. Well, I wouwld like to state that there is a lot of differ-
ence Trom these first few months you have eommand and later on.

Brogg—-sxamined by the counsgel for the court:

21. Q. Captain, do you think that if the commanding officer
of the destroyer minesweeper W the situations we have just
described was confused at any point in thé maneuver, should he,
in your oplnlon have given any 81gnals such as whlstle signals,
or should he have taken any action such as lighting ship, eor
should he have agked for information of the carrier'!s intentien,
or should he kave given any Lnf@rmauion to the carrier of his
own course and speed?

A, Assuming that this is the peint where he became confused,

affirmative,

22, Q. What, in your opinlen, should he have done at the
point he became confusged?

A, Well, he should have gotten on the radio immediately and
stated what he was deing. Running lights should have been turned
sn. That is,' infearms the ether skip what you are deoing sand turn
on vour running lights.

23, Q. If you were in a DHE bearing 245 degrees True from a
carrier and the commanding officer of the ecarrier was O0TC and
you knew that you were +to btake plane guard station Number Two
for night recovery and the commanding officer of the ecarrier
had executed a signal "Turn 260% what would you have done on
the executicn of that signral?

A Well, T would have headed out about 140, possibly
maintained present speed for a short while with the intent of
comlng around to the right and slewing %o drep back inte station.

May I explain at this p01nt that when I make suech a maneuver
as this that no one courge would be my answer for the following
reasong. If I had the conn, I would be standing at the pelerus
in order te have centinuous bearings. Further I would have =z
combat talker giving me ranges constantly and T weuld have the
Offiecer-of-the-Deck walch the radar repeater in the pilot house
and I would maneuver by ear, se to speak, My courses would
posaibly be constanbtly changing, depending on ranges and bearings
that I ebtained.

24, Q. Would yeur Tfinal turn have been te the right or te the
left, or would that depend on the informatioen you recelved as

the siuuatlon developed?
A, My original plan would be for the final turn te be to the

right.




/Q}’&D >, yeomen, irst elass,; U, B, Navy, entersd as

FEnorters

Crogs-sxaminsd by Captain.igs,kg".-, a8 parsy:

25: He You have mentlioned several actions yvou would have
taken at the point in the hypothetical guestion where ths
commanding officer became confused, c¢ertain precsutionary
maagures, turning on running lishits, &t cetera., Up until
that time, if nons of thess precaubtionary msasurss were taken
by Fouw, ®would there have Deen amytlilhg lo Jowr actionz of goubr
ship which wmight have led the WASY to think that aadything was
wrong?

L. May T have that rsad back to me?

[

The reporiter read ths gquestion.

Ae. Hegativs,

6. ¢ In your maneuvering you mentioned that you would have
taken constant bearings and constant ranges, would vou havs
wmads any of your course changes with full ruddsr?
As Any of my cowrse changes? :
7. @ Tk To gt jnta -posifidn.
is up to the point of confusion? - Negative.

25,0, Your answer was nof
A, Negative, May I amplify that answer? ~ Ho course change
to the 1lsft up to that point with full zrudder. I might have

wmade that last one To the right with full rudder,

(o]
I‘” i
i

£9: B+ On a night slmilsey to the nilght despribe t
hypotiistilcal guestion 1g i# brus thail it wenld be 4iffleult,
if not impossible, to determine the target angle of the carrier
any clossr than 20 degrees?

4. That would vary with the range to the c¢arrier - vary with
the carrier's course - carrier's target angle, I mean.

At a time when the range was 2300 - 2200 yards, the

0 )
wille e s
carrierfs relative bearing was 20 to 30 degrses port and srus
the time and at the time

bearing was approximately 059 degrees at L
when the rangs was 1700 yards and the relative bearing was 3
degrees true to port and ths true bearing was approximately
056, comparing these two situations, in what dirsction was the
true bearing changing?

Ao It is my understanding that the original bearing was 085,

Y

ths bearing is now 039, so it was moving to the left.

1. @. ALl right, with the trus bearing changing left and -

'l

in ®he above situation, Wwould youl turn latit

As In the above situation, no, if I undersband the guestion
righta

CONFI
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32. ®. Did youn know Lisutenant Commandsr Tierney?

&, HNoa

33. &. Do you know of your own knowledge actually if this was
his first command?

A, I don't know. I dontt lmow for a fact.

Cross-~sxamined by Lieutenant ﬂ%;“QWE a party:

4. &. In your opinion, Commandsr, based on that diagram
{(indicating Bxhibit 686) on the blackboard, was the lasi left
turn indigafed thers of the HABION in vielatlion of the Rules

af -hhe Roka?l
&, You've asking me 1T ge

i 1elft, il what 13'in vielstidiy =
that 98 A1l bhe GuestroE: B8,

t dia5ﬁamr

ng

m@1

3x Qs Tos.
A, The answer is yes.

Recross-examined by Captain Y- =, a party:

36, &. Ars you familiar with the Emergency Ship Handling
Doctrinse?

A, I don't kxnow what you mean - I think I am.

37. &. What case situation under the Emergency Ship Handling
Docirine do you recognize in this situation and I refer to '
Exnibit 66; the HOBSON 1s at ths point where szhe just commenced
her -~ now just about to &dmmence her lalt turn, ths WAEFP is at
the similar point, by this plet approximately there, the points
are marked on the Bxhibit as polnt Fox or Y“P¥ and point RBasy.

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LCPR TIERNEY: I object to that question,
not vecause It 1s i1mproser but because the data given is not
as given on ths diagram. Cormsel pleked out impreopsr points.

CAPTAIN o7 i, & PARTY: I withdraw the question. I
¥ " tate the guestion.

&, Assums the HOBSON to be at point X-ray on Exhibit 66,
, te be at Basy, what case situation under the Emergency
Handling Doctrine do you recognize?

I donit understand what you mean, what cass situation?

3G & Is this Caas Gﬂe,_or Case Two situation under ths
rgency Ship Fandling rulss?
A. I have no idsa. ‘

CONFIDE
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40, ©. You do not understand the Emergency Ship Handling
Toctrinsg then?t

&. I don't know what - I think I know how toc handls a shin
in emergency = -, 1 don't understand the Case one, Cass Two, or %
Case Thares or any numperal dssignation.

4l. §. Have you been to Emergency Ship Handling School
SEIEACA S i
4 Hegative = nevar,

i

Ths gourt then, at 1450, took a recess wntll 1530, at which
time it reconvensd.

Present: All thse membarsz; comnasl for the gaurt, agslstant
‘gounsel for the ceourt, advisor fto the counsel for the court,
a1l the partiss anfl their coumsel, amnd the regorter,

Commander -T$r¥9»~ .; the witness under examination at ths
time the court recessed, resumed the witness stand, and was
warna@ Ebat his oath was st%ill binding.

dt this point the court =4t with elased dooba.

Bxamined by the court

42. G+ Commander, &s a re t of what you may have lsarned

spont thils ¢alliision, de veu have any suggestions or recommendatic
ag to changas in tactical instruetions or doctrine?

A. Well, sir, I wouid recommend that at night espscilally and
periods of reduced visibllity that the doctrine be made mandatory
te put the plane guards on station whenever it is going to
necessitete a relative speed greater than the signal spaed prior
to executing the turn. That is done many (imes and sometimes it
s not. I consider that manceuver can be very dangerous when both
hips are maneuvering. At the same time you alsc have the
&lbllltv of stesring casualty, & loss of power, and I would
re commbnc, except in cases ol emergency, that the plangs guard W
ships be stationed prior to execubting the turn into the wind

puad

and that that be made mandatory rather than desirabls.

‘D’
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4%, Qo Then in this instance, you would recomnsnd that the
lane guard be brought into its peosition, which is a thousand
yards on the port beam of the carrier, before the turn is
accomplished rather than accomplish the turn with the carrier
three thousand yards, bearing 340 relative? Do you undersiand
that? :
. Yoy, gliFrs T would take the trus bearing, tabe pesition

nard station muamber Ltwo, then execute ths turns In

words, get the carrier besaring 3565 True, distance 1000

= b
g;ﬁf

e O iy
o =
w oy D

ard

44, @, The cowrt wasn't guite clear, I said th

=
I meant the port beam or the launching course which, of courss,
is number dwo position; in this case and prior to the bturn puthing
the plane wuard aestroye & thouszand yards on the starboard bsam

of the garrisn?
By Yes, sire

Weither coungel for the court, the court, ner the partiss
desired further tc examine this wiinessges

The court informed the witness that he was privileged ¢
any furvther statement covering anything related 5 u
matter of the inguiry that he thought shonld be a ma
racord in connection therewiith, which had not b e
out by thes previous questioning,

Phe witness stated that he had nothing further teo say.

The witnsss was aulv warned and withdrew,

At this point the court gat with open doors.

A witness called by counsel vepreseﬂhﬁhg
F

TMerney entersd, was duly sworn, and was
mabter of ths inquiry.

Li ut@nanv Commandsr
oyl

1
informad of the subjsct

Examinad by the counsel for the court:

le §e Sbtate Four name, rank, and serial numcer, branch of
service, and Draqent duty statiolie

B, Namey .o il L ' Commander, USH, Commanding Officex
U.3.8, HYMAN (DD=732)e

2. Qe Will you state your naval ahd marine expsrience?

4es I have besn commissioned over 11 years, My first tour of
sea dubty was in the OXLANOMA; following that L went to the USS
WARDEN, a dsatroyer in the Paciflic Fleets

B3s Qs In what capacity, sir?

4, First lisutenant and Jwlor deek officers Eventos
officer of the dsck aht general quarters, aboard that 4
Following that duty, which lasted aporoximately one ¥ P
orderad to the USS HATL, another dassbroyer, ag gunnery o¥ficsr,
T remained in that ship appr oxlmateav 2“ months, and sventually
becams execublve officer. Yrom the USS n&LL, I went to Ehs
S8 AULICK for aporoximataly three months Brom the AULICE T

e

was orderad to Fh@ U FRAZER, = erupOVwJ ezoorty which
I commanded for thres 1ﬁnfhgs “rom this dubty I
Lo Thgas ' LMJy “another deatroy as exscutlive

For 16 menths.




A. (conbtinued) My next ses duty is my present command,
Us 8. Be Hyman, which I have had for approximately 10 months.,

e
Bxamined by counsel representing LCDR TIERNEY:

i. 8. What is the astatns of your ship?

L5
=t

A4, My ship is assigned to = Destroyer Foree, U.S5. Atlanti
Fleat. #&nd at the present is in upksep status at Newport, Rhods
Island

5., &. How many years have you spent on destroyer type ships?

A, Approximately five years.

2 ! T 1- ~1 1 A ; b'} Sy e H E e ok o TS 4T

6. &. Have you had conslderable experience operating with
GEETT ¢ TR -

A. 1 have.

g. Are you awars thet & ccllision occeurred betwesn the
&

7
WASE and thse HOBSONT
A, I am aware oi that fact.

8. @. I am about to ask you some guestions which ask you
to sasume certalin conditions, then give your answer. The Tiwsh
gquestion is: Assume that condifions are as follows: The night
is dark and cleaer, the sea 1s calm, the wind ten knots from the

est. An aircraft carrier, and two desgtroyer mineswespers
are steaming in formation on Eburse 102 dsgrees trus, speed 25
knots, boiler powar for 28 knota, the ships are darkened sxcept
for red a;fcraﬁt warning truck Tiwhtsa One ©of the descroyer
minesweepers, for plane launching, is statlon number two, 245
degress true from the carrier which is at range three thousand
vards. The commanding officer of the Qust*oyer minesweeper
has participated in no night carrisr operations as commanding
officer, and on the day before has received that message =
will wou read the message, that is, Exhibit 587

A., (The witness read the message,)

g. @« I poniinue. 4&nd whe on the day before recelved the
message you have just been shown, also has received the sigral to
come Lo plans recovery station on a base course of 280 degress
true, and to inersase speed to 27 knots I show you Exhibit
number 103, for tdemtification, which Summarﬁzeq the navigation
data I have stated. If the signal to change course was executed,
that is courass change to 260°, and if the commanding officexr of
the destroyer mineswseper received péermission to procsed to
night, fSCOV6¢y station nuwber two and acc¢ordingly he changes ¥e@
course 130%, on the course, increassd speed ho 27 knets, to
take plans auard station twoe: in Four epiniom wonld this inifial
course and speed be reasonable or unres _sonable considering all
the conditlons existing at the time the signal was executsd?

A, I would say I can seec reason for his actions; thersfore,
the anaswer would be, his actions were resasscnapls.

SECURITY bk




10. 8. TWould that course and spsed be technically sound from
a2 theorsetical view point?
N R T WULWd, in my opinion.

1l. &« I show you Exhibit 104 for identification. Assuming
that the commanding officer procesded on 130 degrees until he
reached the position when the guide bore 059 dsgrees true,
range 5180 yards and that the guide had made =& partial right turn
from course 102 degrees true to 2680 degrees Ttrue so that ths
target angle was approximately 100 deérees sterboards; 11,
under thess circumatencss the commanalng officer oi the
destroysr silbeswesper orders his rudder put full left and
an he had reached 100 degress true, orders his rudder put
full right; intending to go =~ to ebhtinye to the Fight
approximately 160 degrses to course 2860 degrees, a course pargllel
with the new course, and so take night recovery station number
two; do you have those facts -~ would you wish me to repeat any of
them? : :

A. Hs has put the rudder left full and after ne apprecigble
time he ghil'fs 1T o Pigat. ‘

12. @. No, heading 100 degrees true, he is 103.
A, Yen. :

+ W+ «He patz avar to 100 Segreés Sre?
At that time he shifts. :

(W)

g p

{. @+ De st fte o fmll) rights
« Teg, &y, I geglhids BEcEemal Am. My win d for do
you would like me to elaborate I will.

e
£
}-J 1
U”
by
o
(a3
H
4

b« @ Ho, I dom't Think so.
4., I can. That o me is ressonable.

18, @. - Would those orders be techniesally sound from =
theoretical view point?

4. I would say they wers, silir, technically sound.
17 G« , Wpgld vou consifer pueh =z meneuvser & modified
Williamson Turn?
A. Yes, L would.

Assuming that the comwanding ofrficer has just given th
Full rucdder and that he sbgervaas through his bihocular
20 degress to sbarbosrd of the carrisr, simuliftansgusly
received a signal from the carrisr meaning my courseaRs0 y
degress true; would you, from your knowledge of destroysr
operations be of the opinion that such a SLgna7 would cause
momentery uncertainty - confusiom in the mind of the commanding

officer?

e ]
(U GRS

ey

k

A. Any time in my mind you are making a maneuver where relativ
speeds are that great and in which the original picture solution
must work out, whsere tolerances or distances are that close I
would certainly be disturbed if I received a tactical mansuver

signal in the midst of my maneuver,

CONF
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19. &. Assuming this commanding officer to be momentarily
confused under the circumstances and that he observed that he -
was off the carrisris starboard bow and the carrisr was 20 to.
30 degrees on fhls port pow at a range of 2200 yards and that
the commending officer gave the order "rudder amidships" with
the intentiocn of leaving 1t there momeantarlly and then coming
left or right as ths situation developed, would you consider
such action reascnable or unreascnaple?

A, I would ccnsider it reasonaple.

20, @&« Assuming the rudder had been moved to amidships and
that the ship's hsead was nearly steady and the commanding
officer observed through ths blnoculars that he was still on
the starboard bow of the carrier, the carrisr 30 degress off
the port pow at a range of 1700 yards and supposedly steady.
course, would you consider the order left standard

Sl be_f
pudder by the commanding officer of the desiroyer, fecllowed
by 1aft Tull rudder, and then 18ff hand rudder, reasonable
or unressonabls undey those clrcocumstances?
A. I would considsespr it reasonaple.
Bl. G« Would yoir consider the orders tectically semnd
from a4 theorstical view point?
A, I would say they are, yes,; Elr.
22, @. You have Jjust answersd a series of hypothetical
gquestions; would you wish to comment or slaborate on the Sob

answers you have gilven?

& Tk weilé 11;6 to emphasize that I might say for my own
reputation, if you want to eall it that, I have liminated
or attempted to eliminate any cther facts or any other facton,
I would say, that might enter into that picture. I have
tried te elimloate any facts which might enter in this piletuis
whicly I may at ths +ime have had or may not have had, I camnnot
say, but I would liks to say that these oplnions I expressed
are purely and 81mgly from the hypothetical case with all
other factors seliminated.

r
)
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by s yeoman, second class, U. 8, Navy, entered as

G I ahow you again Hxhibit 59 and esik yep if, in your

ion, a fair reading of that message would lead you te the cor
neion that its provisions are applieable to destroyers on plane
guara duty when changing station?

L. T wouldl say that it doess apply te ships when mBansuvering,
either changing station or movemsnt ia the scrsen or moving from
the station in the scresn to plane guard station bscauss of the
statement "Changing station assignment should be performed in the
most expeditious mammer," and 1 would assume that thils mesans all
station assignmentss

24, Q. A8 a commanding offTicer of your present experien
would that message influence the mansuvering of your ship

4, Yes, i% would influsnce we, I would like to =ay this: That
in looking back on some of my sxperience, [ think that {
talking command it might have made me fesel that I should do things
that at the present time I wouldn't do. In other words; I womld
find a way, or through my experience, I would have lsarned a way,
I hoone, duDuﬂdlnb upon the circumstances of the stations, to
expedite thers, out &t the same time expedite it in a manner i
which the mansuver, vou might say, would be safer or maybe not
quite &s hot a maneuver. I can't say that I wounld always do that
vaturally, but thet 1s a reflection on It &t this wime. Thet is
ragehion I would have to such a measage after having had command
for a while,

i
sl
-+,

3
o L

Il

Cross-sxamined by the counssel for the court

25+ Qs If the commanding officer was co onfused at any point in
the assumed mansuvers in the hypotqet1c“1 gquestions that Havs bee
aaked you, should he, in your opinion, havs given any signals suc
as whistle signals or should he have taken any action such as lig
ing ship or should he have given any information to the carrier o
his own courss and speed, if he was confused?

A T&e angwar 1o that question 1lg, I think, there is no aother

answar o it but, yes; &= we =ib heres I would 1like to slaberate

26+ Qe Then, in your opipion, what actlon should he have taken
on what Slbﬂal should he have given?

A, Well, he could have turned on rumning lights. He could have
called the carrier and said %I am doing such and suph.® ®o-fhat
from that the commanding officer of ths carrisr would realize thi
ship was in doubt or in sXtremis pr that ths Qluu¢tloﬁ had change:
But I think that for everything a commanding officer goss through
annd I have gone bhrouon it mypsll, cadd Ehat Ls, wp try to debermi
the situsbtion the best ybh cans If you Tesl that you have a prey
goed sstimate of the situation, altnough the situation may be -
1ef us say the manesuver is dsveloped very rapidly and possibly at
instances you may Jlose the pieture and Bheﬂ Tl Paemaia i, there :
a reiuctancs on the part of the commanding officer to be prematur:

[
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were in a DiB, bearing 245 degress true, 3000
and both you and the carrier were o a course
ezd 25 knots, and te command oiflicer gl e
you. knew that you s plane guard
on, fmber 2y Bid - the officer of thes
air and i the 260, speed
wou have taksend
hefore 1 was sxecut

Hy guestion isa Assuming that yoy

-
e
=

o Y B ™ G L ey 2L
axecutb! of that slignsl Lthet jou wets ocrdersd
recovery station,

& PRl e =i T = ot e
i. kay I ask how long bhefore the signal wa

29, O, Assuming that vou knew §
A, If I had Lhnown 5 minutes before the e:
I would have coms ; m speed with Dol
gnfl I would mave me coursa necegsary i
el ion to the new desired r
ik g LV, 10(}0 vards

ik =5 oot i
T oa® e o

T have ste ths W“WCCE ion, When e signa

83‘:6(’&585{5 1 A = ‘310.’ El{“f”’l i trl —t‘j j_S? 5
mt & lesser udder around to start ftw N
the carrier ] : # fturn then that which I would make
in order to come around the carrier, and the object there
would be to closs the uﬂshalc but at the sawme time come arcund
and tura in 'the samg direction that She carrier was turnine. 4s
I cross his track or when I reached a peosition where the range
would beginm to open, then I would slow to a speed that would
expedite the maneuver, I think probably 15 knots would have droppe
ma in to the bage coufbe and dropped back in to my base mansuver.
That mansuver that I have gilven ig based on the fact that I had
the experience that I have now had.

v 30a. Qe Assumins that In the execution of the gignal of the

turn 260? vou were still 3000 yards, bearing 245 degress true
from the carrier, what wonld ol have dons of the executiom of
the signal ””w . 260%7




it eﬁLlreAy safe to proceed on approximately 102

short time which would 4 r Ry giow forp. fv  the
mi

Carriel,

€.

2l
&
&L

o
f
T

s

= D
D’
=1
.

}
*
ci
LT
i
w
3
£

etner than a lef't tharn?
GSGPL qeperiense, 1 wadid., v

-
w
i~
L
o

=

=]

v

e
=

fi bt
~3 .
S

Selb® O W oe
l....!

£t
=1
—

n I had command of m; ship about

b b
&

e
E

¥

[T S s T L R T R e
by

3
=
[
E

‘f
—

&
u,.:ﬂ(""‘.i(b

won
oF oF ot
5]
]
LS

<
b @ DR R

Hoe s W g g
[

=
=
i)

B s ey
W O
e

ould see exac tLy how she was turning by

)
o

(D [
4
=
=t
=}

o1l
Wi 2

FeouUnd

€,

N W TR
i__.

m

o

=t

Q. 3 vl
«Q

£

E"‘{ ¥

D o

,

]
o]

up aen thes other side,

Crogs-examined by Captaim TjJ'QQ ; partyz

: NO} gir, :

s

Tt seenms to me that I have sither read in

b

34, Q. Of your own knowledge?
A, Th othe¥ Worde, sihce I nefar knew hin DmrqonQLlﬁ

&

the answer is obv1ousiy‘no@

o
]
b @ L

o

Ho, 1 don't personally.

what would be the carrieris approximate courss?
As T have heard no bearings given here,

It would have been approxima tely the same. I mig
d 11 i
¥

a .
bearings and ranges in mind constantly so that I coul
relative position so that I would not get caught inside

event, you would have executed the m

g« Do yvou know of your own knowledge that that was
fp

2
have no way of koo«rnv that of my own knowledge so I thi

ht feel
oE & -
kegping

gat the.
of the

I wouid like
weeks,
0$1wutrly L4 years out of destioyers, I found
h with that same decision to pake, but i

i sup-

t was

tiie 1ist
experisnce I learned to tell by the fact that sh
consequently changed my entire maneuver,

went

2. Qe Did you know Lieutenant Commander Tierney personally?

his

5s Qs Do Fow lmpd What His sxperiehte wBs in dadiToysd iyrs
rations?

36 Qe What previons experience ne had had in plane guard
eperatlona’?

fe B, BLT,.

37. §s Commander, in a situation deseribed that on a dark
nléh'ﬁ how accurately could you estimate the carrierts angle on

the bow or target angle?

Ao Tt de webry @ifTiénly Th @b I think I could do if wikiis
10 degrees, something of that npatnre,

38. Qs I refer to Exhibit 66. At the time the carrierts
angle onh the bow is aspproximately 20 degrees, which 1s the time
in the situation, - afid Fou had- recsdveill A nsbsag a sgignal,
fron she daFrisr piatiaza ‘"M eourTe is 250, momﬁ at the
time ~ or, when the csrrier's angle on the bow was 20 degrees,




\

s Q» You heard a& hearing on the initial station of 06§
degreas true?

A, Yes, He bears 065 and I am 20 degrees on his starboard
w, and the question is?

Bs And the ﬂvestion‘isz What would be the carrier's
¥imste course ' ‘

A« It would be about = o

roximately 225, Why then would you be confused by
s tating that he was on 25C when your best accuracy of the

esulwﬂte of the azngle on the bow would be 10 degrees? Wonld

that not aprear to be normal with that attitude of the carriar

not beling the normal attitude of the carrier in that turm?

A, The picture that was given To me and "Aif I made my

ion on was that I was on the starboard bow of the carrier

deciad I
and he was on my port bow-and zlso that he had sent ocut a
megssage that he was steady on courses

L2, B But the situnation given you was the angle on the how
that veu read on the caryrier which was 20 degrees?

As ¥eay that's wights. In othey werds, I =m on his starboerd
bow, on his starloard hand, and he is on my port bow. Now, that
is why 1 wanted to emp haﬂlze that other factors were not '
introduced, They wers not discussed., I did not introduce any
that [ might have had a2t my Moger Hipe onder ihose el cumstances
when I said what I would do, In other JDT@S§ there 13 boaf uswon
there. There is an incensistency and the point -- a2 Aot Try=

but ﬁhe

o

I
ing to do this te come out with any MSFL“CUlif answer,
thing I am trying to point put is, in that split second when tha®
range rate is closing that rapidly and you know the ship on vour
bow is on a steady course = I don't gay that you know that, but
that factor is suddenly thrown at you when yvou have ancther
solutien ib Your mimd, it 13 likKely to co mest afiything €6 yonr

mathenatics.,

L3, Qe If you look at it from your ship snd heard the messags
from the carrier, saying "I am now on 250%, and you are looking
pui from your shid apd reading ths dngle oOn her bow whieh would
put her approximately on 250 as you visumalize it, would that not
be reassuring to you rather than confusing?

4, If I am 20 degrees on your starboard bow and you are on my
port bow and he gives a course to confirm that mathe ematically,
yed, If he iz on & certain cburse and 1 looked at him s paid,
yes, thatl!s right. If all that{ information jibed, yes, thai woul
he very reassuring.

Cross-~examined by Tieuten&nt‘%j/cﬂ s PRTEYS




BECURITY

Y4, Q. Commander, a

in order not to embarrass the carrier and in ordser not o o

[T . Ty = e T e
ansadc ol ner oowg

always operated on that basis, that you are to keep out of
way of big ships in order to keep from embarrassing them,

ig based on an assumption mainly that you are maore maneuver
than they sre, 1 don't think that is always the case, but
always operate on the basis that you don't embarrass the la

ahigs 97 yon et Relp 1Y, Yoiv So What yoi cio te awvold Tthe

EMErgency.

I,

1

Bwamined by the court:

L6, Q. One questiom, and if the witness wishes to answer

jaffirmatively I will have to clear the court. Do you have

{recomnendations or changes in instructions or doctrine?

A, Yomy 1 do

¢ doors.

w
[$)]

&t this point € court salt with g¢los

The press and gpectators withdrew from the cow troom.

&, (continned) I think the doctrine in formati@i,course
axis or anything - maneuver which requires the manenvering

B 0
=

— T Al
i
I
B e

=

C

ps in the fomation,shanld ot be accomplished by plane
ns when thelr aré pfoceéedlisg L8.thaelr station oF roluriin
l -y

i
included in those who are te acknowledge,

o
Ay ITas, I feel. that ther bsve Tt resboneibilikty,. T have

Resxamined by counsel representing LCDR Tierneys

L5, G If you had no compass to take a2 bearing in a situa
in which counsel has just guestloned you, would you have any
means of determining what course the carryier was on if he s
course is something or other.", would you assume it?%

As I can think of no other way you could check that as to
courge it would bhe.

~ L gh & carrier may not have the right of
simply by virtne of Delng A carrler, lsn't it your opindion

t amaller ships have & responslbility to heap out of the way

of a carrier which is turning into the winé to recover sirecrafi

r

Hrhl
lose

the
That
able
wWea
rger

tion
aid, %N

what

and/or
of othe:
guakd o
& LE

sh

their station in the screen, Alsc that whenever there are tactical
mansuvers, that all plane guard ships should always be included
among those ships in the formation who are to acknowledge for the
transmission unless, of course, the maneuver is an emergency one
in which time would not permit such a-procedure, But where time W
will permit.I believe that the plane guard ships shounld be

g PO Yo mesn innhlerd In The Trapasission by thae OO0,
ng you are in a large group of ships which the carrier
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 out there, and knowing they would make cs
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going to do before Ehey ‘did it

g =lithar ang, sirs When the 0OFf o
icn vho was authorized to gend 351
e showld be required %o inelud
mowledgament when he reoulires
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1,
3

e §

the courts

nder 17/&j,who has testified pre-

Examined by counssal repregeniing lisdtepant Commamder Tlernaya

2, -3« Commasndel, have vou ever ha@ occasion to observe the shi
handiing ability of Lieutenant Commander Tierneyd

3o G« W@t 1= Foul opinion of fim 28 3 ship hand lex?

Y Puring my period of obsgervation of Lientenant Cormander
Tisrney, I considerad him, or formed thes Qiﬂlbﬂ that he was &
complately capable ship handler.

paTrtiss Doy, tha #eHrt

he was privileged to

The witness was informed by the bOUTt tihat
g related Lo the subjec
3
o

¥ statement covering aI\;b%
v

make any T"Wtr = iy
matter of the inguiry that he thoughi should bée a matier of recard
in connection therewith, which had not been fully brought cut by
the previous qguestioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

P ety
The witness was duly warned and withdrew. .
A W led by counsel

1l
a, was duly swor
£ R

Examined by the counsel for the court:

1. Q. State vonr name, occupation and permanent address,
A Conr b 0 , supervisor of motor wvehicles, 1911 RHesuit

Street, Philadelphila,

2x  1fe e 0 TS“VD) i1l yen jlespe infeorm the sourt of the =i
perience, nautical experience, of your son other than that perform
ed in tThe mnaval service?®

&: G October 43, 1939 ke grafuated from the Pennsylvania State
Nautical Bchool, Annapolis. On date October 27, 1939, he secured
Mis Mrigd O|“7Per CeFtlTlc&tQﬂ. Trmmedia tely after that he took
several weeks in Gyro 8School. QOn date November 9, 1939, he signed
on the SUUaASﬂlp gtho = tha -Bartar Lige as Third 0dfjiqer, on'a
trin to the West Coast of Africa from Dakar to Matadi - Congo Rive
ile left that ship on March lst, 1940. A 2, 1940 he becans
il E 5T O'ii"cr of e Steamship Hewport he tnited States
Lines. iHea my e round trip 1 Hew York to San
Francisco, B pora,; Penang aﬂd Yokehama Another hedip %
I helisve a hip, be returned to, I believs, San
Francises s ship was uahen wreEr by the Undied

CONFIDEN
SECURITY ;”’mﬁ




2 L8

el Tty ia the: Htten Stﬂtes Navy. On Jdaouary 18, 1¢
simmed = but nave no dafte -~ to the U““ ATSHATN (AKA55)
gator, He Il
The commanding
Upon return of

1._

=

gilficer period I don't know just for bow

wﬁabaa

o s Ws S

1948 or 1947, 4s Navy expseriences, he was Tirst sent to
el O G | G B

.

SOW, Thnat ig aboub all I havs.

out by the previous guestioning.

The witness stated thet hs had noshi_a Mirther To EaT.

O35

e witness was duly warnsd and withdreow.

States Maritimes Bervice-«laritime Commiszsion. W%e U ited 3tates
Lines then had him ag Third 0fficéer on several differvent ships,
One trip to the Far Fashb; one te Spain and vest éfrica, P=. feflE
Ehat vessel on Qctober 23, 1941l. On October 28, 1841 was ths end
§ -l ervice with the United States ELines,; at which time he too

was assigned to the USSE PASTORES as navigator. He was zhen as—

as navi~

Lly became execuuﬁva officer and commanding ofiice

TonEs

this ship to the Unlted Stetes, he was Flown to
the iar Bast where he took command of the US3 CROSLEY (4PDS87).
He brought this ship baek to the East Coast and then checked out
Haval Resarvye, AT his Tiwms he sat for eXmmmimation
For hig Masterts Tickel, He secured this ticket and I beliesve ij

the latser part ¢. 1946. For atoui 10 monthg Lo a veﬁr, he spent
as raliefl mate for the 3un 017 Company in Marcus Hook, Pennsyl-
vania., 1 don't know the dats on which he was accspted into ih
United States Havys It was uometima arichhd Che LB npteyr parifefF
sabkool

Nebraska, and during that particular time sscured a
Private Pllot's License., From there he attended Line School in
meﬁpowbs He was Then assigned as executive officer on ths USS
IL- Brem i ﬂave ithe dates ol those, but just abeut 8
thersabouts hs was assigned companding officer of

3y Q. One other question. Do you know whether your son could
swim?

A. He ecould not,

Heither the cpunsel for the couri; the ecourt, nor the parties
desired Turther ©to sxamine this witness.

Tha court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
anv further statement covering anything related to the subject
matber of the ingulry that he thought should be a matter of

scord in connection therewith, which had not besen fully brougnt

S\
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There belng no objection, it was so received and is appended
mgrked Exnibit 108,

Neither the counsel for the eourt, the ecourt, ner the partise
desired further to examine thls witneds: the witness resumed his
aeat as ecounsel for the court,

A witneags called by the eounsel for the court entered, was duly
| sworn, and wag informed ef the subject matter of the inquiry.

Examined by the counsel for the sourt:

1. Q. Btate your name, rank, file number, branch of sgerviecs,
and present duty station,
A H-b ;
;‘7.\0
2:9 Qo U.e £s Navy? )
Aa Ue Se: Navy, Mediecal offlcecer of the WASP. .

Commander, Medical Corps. Fils nunmber

3. Q. Commander, you are a graduate of an aceredited medieal
school?
T A. I am.

4. Q. What school? ‘ _
A. Hahmemann Medieal College, Philadelphis, Pennsylvanla.

B. Qe -Are.you licensed to practice mediecins?
| A. I am licensed in the Dietriet of Celumbla and Maryland.

8, Q. And would you state your medical experience?
Ao Thirty-five yearss I was in the medieal corps.of the Navy
fw'm 1917 to 1922, I resigned aznd was out of the Navy first
in general practice and then as an eye and nose speeialist, and
when the war etarted I returned to the Medlesl Corps in 1942,
and I have been in the Vavy-sinee then in aviation medieline and
in the general medical corpe dolng surgery.

7. Qs Are you the offlelal custodlan of a copy of the
orficlial death certificate of Chief Beoatswain's Mate Hubert D.
Hopking?

A. I am.

8, Q. Would you produce 1%, sir?
A, Here 1t 1i8.

9. Q. And that is a true copy of the original death cecertificate?
A, It is.

At this point the ceopy of the death certiflieate was marked
Exhibit 1092 for identification.

The copy of the death certificate was submltted to the parties
and to the eourt and by the counsel for the ecurt offered in

evidence as Exhibit 109.

There being no objeetion, 1t was 80 received and is appended
marked Exhiblit 108. '




Neither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the partiess
desired Turther te examine thig witness.

The eourt informed the wltness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything related to the subject
matter of the inquiry that he felt ghould be made a matter of
record in ceconnection therewlth, which had not been fully brought

eut by the previous questiening.

The witness made the following statement: The only statement
I would make would b2 as to thlis bedy. He was recovered from
the water by one of the WASP's beats on whieh boat the medieal
offieer was able $o £ind the boedy floatling belew the surface and
had ‘to be brought in on & line, because, obriously, the medical
pfficer thought the body was thet of a dead man; neverthelsss,
they used ariifieial respiratien for abecut twe h@urs to no
avall before he was transferred to a destroyer and returned to

the WAGP later.

Re-sxamined by the counsel for the court:

| 10. Qo And he dled from drowning?
' A. Dled from drowning

/ The witness waa dulv Warned and withdrew,

Gommander o & ‘ U, 8. Navy, was reealled as a
witness and was warned that the eath previously taken by him

wag still bInding.
Examined by the ceunsél for the eourt:

1. Q. Would you describe %0 the court the state of any tidal
or ocean currents Or any set and drift at the time and place of
cellisien between the WASP and the HOBSGNT?

. I had determined that the set and drift of the curreat
was about four-tenths of & knot - in the direction of 075.

Neithew the counsel Tor the courd, the court, ner the parties
desired further to examine this witnesss

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any Turther statement covering anything related to the sublject
| matter of the inguiry that he thought should be made a matter
of record in connection therewith, which had net been fully
brought out by the previous questioning.

The witness stated that he had nething further to says

The witness was dnly warned and withdrew.




4 witness was called by the counsel for the court, entered, was ™
duly sworn, and was infermed ef the sublset matter ©f the iaguiry,

Uxamined by the counsel for the eourt:

l. Q. State yeur name, rank, file number, braneh of gervies,
and present duty statien.

Ao hL-o , Lieutenant Commander, ‘%706 - QIC Officer,
USS WASP. ,

2 8. W. 8. Havy?
As U, SelNavya

3, Q. And was that your duty on the 26th of April 19527
A That is Gorrecte

4, Q. Will you state your naval end marine experience.

4., My original commissien wag Arril 16th, 1942, ap a2 naval £
aviatoer at that partimlar time. I havehad almest seven years Wy
experience in CIC and gualified as a deckwnteh efficer undervayewet
and duty offiecer.

5. Q. Directing your attention tc the night of 26 April 1952,
was there any log kept of transmlssions sent or messages reeeived
over the secondary tactleal radie clreuit®?

L. Yo,

Neither the counssl for the eourt, the court, ner the parties
desired te further examine this witmness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything related te the subjeet
matter of the inquiry that he felt should be made a matber of
record in conneetion therewith, which had net been fully brought
out by ¥ he previous questioning.

The witness stated that he had nething further te sav.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

. Lieutenant . ‘fé’Qﬁ‘ s, Us 8., Navy, wae recalled as a
witnees by the counsel feor the court and was warned that the oath
previously tsken by him was stlll binding.

Examinad by the counsel for the court:

1. Q. Are you the samé Lisutenant kjéks who previously
testirfied in this matter?
A. Yes, glr, .

2, @. Mister le  » hew long would it take to decelerate
the shafts of the WASP which were going ahead 208 RPM's by an order
"a11l Engines Back Emergeney Full® down te 50 BPM's ahead?

‘A, Approximately 30 secends.

SE

e i




3. @+ That ig from the time the throfttle in the enginerocom
was aetually manipulated?
A. Yes, sir, got the bell and answered it and 30 seconds later

dewn to abkout 5O RPM's.
Croga-examined by the ceounsel representing LCDR Tiermney:

4. Q. Do you knew if the shafts were actually turning
astern at the time of eollision? .

A, They were not at the impaect. They bkad slowed to 80, a few
seconds later, they were golng astern. New, I e¢an only speak for
ong shaft. I waeg in thse after enginercom. That 1s spesking only
for number twe shafi. Xach of the other enginercomes centrol
other shafts, The number four ghaft can't be geen - -~ I mean,
number three shsft eannot be seen from number four in the after
engineroom, but the control beard bas all shafts on 1t

5. Q. From yeur observations of the cecontrol beard, did you
obhaserve whether or not the shafts were goling astern at the time
of eolllsion exeept for the shaft which you testified was
making 50 BPY'g ahead?

A, No, sir, not in that enginercom. The control beoard is in
number one engineroom and number ene throttle,

Examined by the CGourt:

8, Q- Lieutemant -0 -, as the eourt understands yeur
testimony, 1t cencerned the time which would be reguired From the
commencement of the execution by the individuwual on watch toc the
time when the engines would be making 50 revelutiens. That was
not for a partieular engine, but in general what would be
required for any engine, ls that correct?

A, They can all be backed down that fast providing you have
beiler power to supply the gteam. '

. 7+ Qe In other words, ragerdless of the engine, it would have
| taken, I believe you sald, about 30 seconds Trom the start of
gxecutlon te drop dewn to 50 revolutions ahegd?

L. Yer, 41T,

8., Q. Aessuming you were going at 208 revelutions?
he Y88, sir. '

- Neither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
desgired further to sxamine thig witness.

The eourt informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything related to ths subjlect
matter of the inqulry that he theought should be made a matter of
record in conneetion therewith, whieh had net been fully brought
out by the previous guestioning, .

The witness stated that he hed nothing further teo say.

The witneszs was duly warned and withdrew.
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-, yeoman, third clags, U, 8. Neval Reserve, entered

as reporter.

Lisutenant : e, Uo3. Naval Reserve, a party,
was reealled as g witness by the eounsel for the ceourt, was sgsin
informed of his rights and warned that the cath previeusly fsaken
by him was still binding.

Examined by the ceunsel for the eourt:

i, @. Are you the same Lieutenant that previoeusly

testifisd in this matter?
Aﬁ I aﬁlﬂ .

2. 4 lir. ., on your first éayfs testimony you spoeke of
a rumor of nereolc efforts made by a member of the crew of the
HOBSON in saving the lives eof ethers on your ship and said you
-would make an effert to trace down the source of that rumor.
Have vou made such an effort?

A, I have tried te determine from the persennel whe are still
here. I have net been able to acecuratelv determine this at the
préesent time. Lieutenant Commander - . _  who ie¢ at BuPers now
1s writing some of the personnel who came cut of that particular
compartment to see 1r any further informatien can be obtained

sn this mabter,

3. B And you have ne definite infermatien on it%
A. I do net, slr. I Talked te him abouf an hour age and he
st111 had ne informgtion on 1%,

4, Q. Mr, , this court has testimeny ts the effect that
the WASPE struek the HOBSON about at the drill lesding machine.
Can you locate that machine as to frame number of the HOBSON?.
A, Yeg, sir, I can -~ the center line of the loading mackine
is betwesen frames 123 and 124, -

Exsmined by counsel representing Lieutenant Commander Tierney:

5, G« Approximately hew far forward of the stern?

A. 70 rrames forward., I believe the frame spacing through that
section ef the ship ~~ I den't know 1f T am getting into
eonfidential matter or not on frame spaeing - - 112 te 115 rfeet,
gir - - possibly maybe 125 fset. '

Examined by the court:

8. Q. Referring to your testimeny ccncerning meriterious asts
by individuals, 1t isg your intention o pursue this matter further
and taske appropriate steps to assure his receiving proper
recognitien, 1s that right?

4 Yeg, 81lr.

Neither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
desired fte further examine this witnessg. - -

CO LYPAL
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“The edurt agsin infermed the witness that he was privileged to
make any further statement covering anything related to the
subjé@t=m§tﬁer*of'tue;anuffy“thﬁt he “thought should be a matter
‘of record dn connection ‘therewith, which had net been fully
brought ‘out by the ‘previvus gquesticding.

The witnese stated that he had nothing further to say.
. j f = : - -. QPQ‘P"

AN - sz oy
The witmess was dulyfwaﬁfea znd Wi thdrew.

Phe court them, &t 1340, took = récesd until* 1400, at which

time 1% reconvened.

present: Al the ‘members, counsel for the ‘court, all the
partiss and thelr“Engsgl;lan&p@he r§pgfter;

" No witngesel not otherwlse cohnseted with the inquily were
présent. S e = WL Y __ wretlem T el v
" At thig polmt the edurt dat with closed doors.

gaptata . (Yo 8.5 Navy,' a party, was
récalled as a Wifhess, by, the counsel for. the, court,, was, ageln..
{nformed of hls rights and warned that the oath previously taken

by him wae still binding.
Examined by, ‘the eouhbsl for the courts . .

1. Q. Are you the saine Captaih’ ' L who prévicusly ,
testiried in this matter? . = . 5 S, s it =

R N T e R I e e N & .

2. Qo Caplain ‘V>/k3 . the other day you, testifled you, had
sent a @ispatch’ vo Tpe; Commendér Crulssr Division FOUR asking him
whether, prior-to this c¢ollision, he had definitely ordered
publications known as ATP-1 and ACP-176 in effect. Did you

recelvean-ahswer to ‘ths fdisﬁaﬁth?f’
**&%”Iﬁ&ii; Fre=il B4 & ik a».a:wjhx}: 

+ 33 Qs-And what wab- that“answer? v
A3 ATTivmative sffettiver=f-- - - :
| 43+Qs’ Would you paraphrsie the dispateh pathér than™ "
' introdueing that dispatch in evidenee, |

R ACPALARE, ACPE175 and “ATP midd &ffective at 261200 Peter
by plain language signal te the Task Group on primary taetical,

Orossrexamined, by counsel f@presenting LODR Tierney: e

'8, @l WHAt was the daté timé grous.s # the d1spaten?

A 1213847 from. ComOruDivFOUR. -

6&HQ§J¥3YE%2?3A"mn”ﬂu'
A, May, thattls right.

SECURIT¥:




Exsmined by the court:

7. Q. Czptaln, would you mind reading Thst sighal, the parts

you did read, over again.
A. I tried to paraphrase 1%, Admiral

8, @. At what time does that signal indicate that the two

publiecatiens referred to were placed in effect?
A. 1200 leeal time, that 1g, Peter time on the 26th of April.

9. 9. What time did your unit leave the formation?
A, About 0700 Peter time that same moranlng.

10. Q. Do you think that you had word that the destroyers had
received thoese messages placing those publleatiens into e ffeet?
A, We did, slr., There is o great deal of other verbiasge
in which we ask for a correcticn on the original dispatech which
gave the time as 1600 Peter, It was changed to 1200 Peter and
also the number of ACP 175 was garbled. It was given as 145,
so we asked for a correctlion,

li. Q. Do you know whether or not the destreyerfreceived 152 W&

A. I do not know, sir, but I Go know that all of the
publiications were in effect and were understood to be in effect
for eur operations.

12. Q. How do you .know that?

A. Because of the ftestimony which has been glven in this court.
I would like to amplify that alse by saying that because of the
procedures which were used throughout the afterneon and the
launching exereises in conlunction it was further obvious to the
entire unit what publications were in use.

Nelther counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
deslred to further examine this wltness.

The court again informed the witness that he was privileged
to make any further statement covering anything rela ting to
the subject matter of the inquiry that he theught should be
a matter of record in connection therewith, whiech had net
been fully brought out by the previous questicening.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness resumed hig geat ag a party.

At thie point the court sat with open dsors.

Lisutenznt o . ey U8, Naval Reserve, a party,
was recalled as a wlitness: by the counsel for the cow t, Was again
informed of hig righte as a party, and warned thet the oath
previously taken by him was still binding.

Examined by the counsel for the eourt:

l. Q. Lieutenant . _are you the same Lisutenant
who has previously testified in thls matter?
A I am., =

Fee DG



2. Q+ Mr. = ', at any time asinee the original commiggioning
of the HOBSON had ghe been decommissioned or put in a seo-galled

moth-ball fleet?
A. No, sir. The HOBSON was commissioned the 22nd of January

1942 and had been in commiggion ever since.

Txamined by the courd:

3. Q. Lisutenant (&Y, can yvou give the eourt your opinion
as to what happened to the after ssection of the HOBSON immediatel:
following the collisien?

A, T don't knew of my own knowledge. I dldnit see the after
seetion. EHearever, I have talked to gulte a few of the men in a
group diseussing the eelllsien, the way the ship went down,
and so ferth, All persong whe were in the after gectlien of the
shin seemed to be in complete zgresment that she went down,
the Torward end of that section first snd on her starbesard slde.

4, Q, On her starboard s1de?
A, On her starboard side. The poert gquarter section wWas
apparently Bhe last part of the affer sesction which went under.

5. Q» Do you know approximately the time requlired for this
gseetion to sink following the cellisien?
A, No, Qir, I den'tt,

6. Q. Can you glve an estimate?
A, It would be a guess, sir,

Neither counsel for the court, the court, nor the partiss
degired to further eXamine this witness.

The court informed the witness that he wae privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relating %o the subject
matter of the inquiry that he thought should be a matter of
record in connection therewith, whieh had not been fully brought
out by the previous dquestloning,

. The witnegs stated that he had nething further te say.

The witness resumed his seat as a pariy.

The eourt then, at 1414, agd)ourned until 0830 the next day,
20 May 1952,
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Lisutenant , Us. 8. Haval Reserve, party tu
the inguiry snd his counsel

The counsel for the court reac a
aggistant (o counsel For the court,

Lieutenan ce w wd o oo 4 Ua S, Naval RaseTve, 5 iariy, Wad
recalled as a witness by the counsel for the couri, was again
informed of his fights as & payly, and warned that the cath
pwericusly feken by him wee ST11) binding.

Examined by the counsel for the courts
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4 wWe Hight PLiJEt cpersbions.

A, I have not as off’ieef of ths deck sopducted night Tlight
oparaticns, However, I have heen officer of the deck while we
wars in ths company of tqﬁ or moxXs dEbL*oy rs and have mansuvered
the whole Tformation considerably, kept station, and so Torthe.

4, Qs During night £lisght opsrations?

ae 5Ot Quring night f1i@hTt oparations.

5¢ we Then, if I understand your bestimony correctly, you have
stood officer of ths %gck watchas on a carrier al night in which
the FTormation was mansavaered.

Le Yas, slre

Be @e But have never previously stood apn officer of the deck
watoh on a garrier Aduring night Flight eperdtions, iz that corract
: have neveyr had the duGK when we wers conducting night

ds I hen
flignt operatiens prier to the BEth of April 1953
Gross-examined by Captain {S’&y 2 party:
T g D1 -yl hava the deck whan they launched the planss in
this nizht opsration?
A, T s3ld prior t0 the 26tk of April. Oun the B6th of Aprii

T pgondusted a launchis

Bs e and wars j u thse officer of the dsck dvr;'g the manBSvers '
preparatory to thoss 1aunching operations that night of April 25%
A, I was, 8ire. ‘

Neither counssl for the court, the court, nor the Dartiss
desired to further examine this witnesse.

The court informed the witnsss thabt he was privilsged To make
any furthst statement covering anything relating to the subjsct
matter of the inquiry that he thought should bs g matier of
record in connsction fTherewlth, Wﬂluh had Bot Dedn fTully bronghd
out by the pravious guestioninge.

The witnsss stated That he had nothing Turther to say.

The witness resumsd Bis Eeat ae & parby.

‘(3'/(" .y Ue3. Havy, a party, was
a witness by the counssel for the court, was again
nis rights as a party and warned that the oath
taken by him wag still hinding.

by the eounse]l for the court:

ire you the same Captain ‘(>~/LJ who previously
ad in thils matter?

CONFIDENT
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2, 8, Captain, how many pelorusss are on the bridgs of ths WASP

A TWo.

Ba.0: 2nd on the Wwight OF Afril BS, 1838 and Jjust peice 8 tha
collision between the WASF and the HOBSUN were either of those
psloruses manned?

4, T wee mannivg the port one, wWhich is at my rishit elhim and
the officer of the deek was over by the starboard one.

is point the court sat with closed doors. The membsrs of
s and the spectators withdrew from the court rovm.

2 had you, as
sting of the WASP
diness as vrescribed

sobain, com the night &f B6 Apyil 190

in tactical comwand of the unit consi
el and HOBSON, ordsred conditions of reaz
hapter 17 of ATP-17%

I don*t know, I would have to see the r
from the reference) There was no order as regar :
armamsnt. The damage control condition was that set by the 010
in his operstion order which was put into effeect at dusk. I did
not reaffirm that condition. The engineering condition of read-
iness was that permitted under a previous informastion signal,
which I had sent, that speeds in excess of 27 knots, that iIs, two

ler opsration, would not be reguired. ?Ha d-rfra*t gondition
of readiness was sstablished. I believe thalt answsrs the
i

Hxamined by the courd:

Begides the peloruses

Tt W
bearings can be taken on ths
A, Yoz, sir. I am thinking
noty

8. &. CGaptain, can you amplify your answer? Give us a mors
complete aDSWEr.

L. There are two gyro-repeaters on the opsn bridgs. Thsre
ars also two gyro-repaaters on the wings of the bridge aft of thHe
open bridge and outhoard of the pilothouse. :

7+ 2+ The question was, on whigh bearings can be taken, is

fhat porrscE?
i, ¥gs, 8ir; en whieh bheariungs ean be taken.

are in

9]

Ss Re And these are in excess of such repsaters =
4 e ﬁ{;\*
tne peillirusasy

A. No, gir, these ars the repsaters in the pslorusses.

e wings

You have btestified yeu had two pslaoruses o o
e statcd
ide

. 0
of © hridge besides tnosa other repsabters. You h:
thars are two peloruses with repeaters in each. BEs
tell thes court what other repeaters are om the brid
cloged, on which beariungs can be ftaken.

L, E@fh&“n L mdy ulaPWIJ my answer by saving
L a repeater. lﬂcy =T ‘

CT'




106 8y That may bé, bag Jeb b not count twice,
i. On the opsn bridgs there are two pelorusas, repsaters, on

<3 a
which bssarings can he talken. ”nd?ﬂ are two mors gyro-repeaters
aft of .the pilot house on the wing, one ong sach wing of the N

bridge, on which bearings can al 0 be taken.

1i. Q. 43 the court understands i1t then, there are actually,
over =and above tie yéloru g8, four various ;egea+ers on which
bearings can be taken on the bridge

. 1 am afraid ths word "peloruﬂh 1s a 1ittle bit —-— wa are not

talking aboubt the same thing

ng
2. 23+ What do you bhink a pelorus is?
k., 4 pelorus to me ls a gyro repsater on which besarings can be
taken by using a bearing cirecle or an alidade.

2. Why did you say you only had two?
A. Because I was restricting my remarks to the open bridg

l14. Q. For the purposes of this gqusstion, consider that a
pelorus refers to & rixed pedsstal or arrangement on the wing
of sach bridge for saking bearings -~ usually placed on ths
wing of the bridgs for taking bearings, but in order that the
regord may be glear will you repeal again your answer angd sxbplain
which or how sach one is mountade.

4, The two gyro repeastars, one on esach wing of the bridge, are
mounted on pedabtglso The two gyroc repeatsrs on the open bridgs
are suspended from frames on the forward bulkhead of the open
bridge. 411 four, the two pedestal and the two horizontally
squanaed repeatsrs can be used Lo take bearings at any tine
Bearing Lchles can be Titted, an alidade cun be Titted on all

Four of the gyro repsatsers.

15. 2. Whieh of those four wsre manhned?®,

A, T was beside the port one on the open bhridge. The offiger
of the desck was beside the starboard one on the opeh bridge. The
actual time at whiceh he was over there oOr ke left thers and GAame
to the position as shown hers, T don't know. He would havs to
testify to that.

16, 3+ CGaptain, what was the speed used during the launching of
aireraft which took place shortly after 2000 on the svening of

the B66hY ) ) _ , )
A. I haven't that infcermation available, but from memory it was

20 knotse.

Bs-syaminad by the counsel foer the csourt:!

17, 3« On the pight lasunehing on the 286Th of April 1258,
GCaptain, what was the condition as to lighting, daylight or dark?

A, It was dark but the horizon was still quite distinete.

GATTATN %-3\0 A PARTY: I bhave one exhibit I would like w

to offer. L don't belisve it iz of = tconfidentisl natiure. It
is not strictly connected with the direct examinstion. I could

=

hrins it im =t fhis tige o Tmpall Captain ”?D“i9 fer That S
E)U”‘DOSEv ;

L
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GOUNSEL FOR 1i:>”GU‘W' As T uwnderstand it, eocunsel repressatin
Captain i would like to asgk thig witness a guestion that
is not garmane' to the direct sxamination at this time for the
purpose of introducing the -document. Gounsel for the court has
no cbjection tto thate. '

Nene of ths partiss objecteds.

At this point the letter dated 8 Mav 1252 from Commander
Destroyer Flotilla FOUR fo Captain ' with

fivst endorsement thereto Trom Commander Carrisr Division SIX
10 for idsntification.

dated & May 1958 was marked Exhibit 1.

t the court sat with open doors.

4% this poin

Oross-szamined by Captain : ‘ » B pETtyr

18. & Uaptein, T have hers Erhiblt 110 for identifieaiion
consisting of tweo pages and ask you 1T you recognize that letter.

;‘,\ S I \._}.Oc

18s &« Would woun give the date aid Trop whom it is samt and
to whom it 1is senb. i = o

A, It is dated 2 May. It is from Commsnder Destroyver Flotilla
FOUR and it 12 addrssssd to me.

bear an sndorsemant?
gon Trom Commsnder Carrisr Division 21X to me

i‘:{c-i-

n did you recelve this letfer, Captain?

%0

when vou launched and reeoversd alrcraft and thsn rsce £
dispaten Trom Admiral Wood saying that you had dens that L
fine style aund =o onr? Do you recall 1f Lieutesnsnt Wa s
officer of the deck during that day?

A. T can’t remember.

Brhlibdit 110 Ffor ideftifi®at i01 was submitted to ths parties
and to the court, and by ths party Captain v 0ffersd in
evidengé. :

Thers belng no objeebion, 1t was 50 regsivwed and permission was
| granted to subgtitute a trus copy thersfor at Gthe conclusion of
i\ tha 1n317ry Such true copy is appended marked IZxhibit 110.
| The gounsel far Daptaln . , & party, read the sald lsett
| copvy appended Warked Hxhibit 11C.

i Cross-sxamined by Lisutenant a4 party:

f 22, 4. Captain, do you rscall whether or not Lieutenant

| was officer &f the d8dl duping one O tle waténed an 25 depil
; efsi ived the
|

Heifther e soumsel Tor the gourt, tlhe edurt, #cor the partles
dazired furthsr to examine this witness.

A




The court informed tda vl q gsas that he was privileged €0 make
any Turther statement covering anything relating to ths subject
mattsr of the ¢H1L LFY: ﬂJT he thought should be a matter of
record in connsction tumrew;tn viieh bHad oof been folly beoushi
out by the previous questioning.

The witness sbtated that hs hed nothing further to say.

saat A48 a partys.

i
]
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A witnsss called by the counsel for the sourt entered, was duly
sworn, and was informed of the subjeet matier of the inguiry.
Axaminsd by ths counssal for the court:
L3 ts your name, rank, serial number, branch of service
aﬂa prese: Ty station,
® i Z 2 %

« s State your naval and marine sxperiencs.
By maval EYOGLISHCU uJ date 18 a little over ten ysars. 1L

W
& obt 1w the on Cadet Frogram in

=R
2

starts Naval Aviagti ?

finish flisght t“alﬂlpg, becare a flight naamgabur and was a
flight navigator until 194 at which tims I resvserted to general
line, Since 19486 I have be gensral line serving aboard
transports as navigator, LBSTTOY T Lybe ae opsrations offieEp,
and presaent minssweeper as sxecutive oflflcer,

aboard the RODMAN on ths
and the WASP pollided?
aboard, sir.

3o Qe And were you
1952 when the HOBSOGN
4, Tos, mir, I wss

4. Q. Would you zive the time of moonriss and moonset on the
Z28th of April 1908, at that time gnd placeas

A, At that time arnd place, yes, sir. MNoonrise 0545 on the
26th of April FPetsr time plus threes and moonsst at 2149 for she
particular latitude and longitude.

5. 4 And what was the phase of the moon?%

A 3hasa of the moon at that time, I am not sure. The moon
“was up all day long. I am not sure. It nizht have besen at one
of tha guartsrs.

Heitﬁ er coumnssel for the court, bthe court, mor thes partiss
desired to further examine this witness.

Tna gourt informed the witness that he was prilvilszsd to malke
any furthsr sStatement covering Any+di < related To ths subjewt

thought should be a matitar of

matter of the inquiry that hs
which had pot bszsn fully brought

racord in connecgtion therewith,
out by the previous guastioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to s5a¥e.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

CONFIDENTIA
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\ kj Yeoman; irst class, . 3. Wivy enbered asg
reporter, _ . i
_ . |
Pisutenant ij k? 0 s f, Uy Ba Haval Regarve, & Iapby
was recalled as a witness by the counssl Tor| the court and was
sgain advised of his rights and was reminded that the cath prs-
viously taken by him was still hinding,
. o !
|

Examined by the cournsgsl for the court:

3. @. &t the requpat of ecoungsd fop the court have you pre-
pared a list showlng the whereabouts of the survivors of the
AOESON at the tims ¢f the callisipom® ;

A

. I nave, sir, Therse ars three persons whose whersaboubs are
nnot definitely known. The balance of the survivors are ogn the 1i:

Bs G, (Preaenting 4 1igt) Ieo tite thas [1i5%E?
B, Tiis.Zal lshat Lt ‘

1

The 1llst of survivors, showing their whsreabouts on board the
HOBSOW at the time of the collision, was marked Ezhibit 111 for
ldentification. s

Exhibift 111 for identifichation wis submittsd- %o the oseurt =od

to the' paftise =wl by ths coungel Tar ths court offerad im
evidence.

There being no objsction, the list was so recelved and is
appended marked Bxhiblt 111

her the counsel for the court, the d)wa, nor ths parties

. Meithsr tTh
desired further to e&aﬁ1ne this withess.

- |
The court informed the witness that he was privilegsd to maks
any further statement covering anybhing related to the subject
maktiter of ths inguiry that he thought should, be a matiter of recorc
in ¢onmectiofn therewith, which had oot beenr fully brought out by
the previous guestloning. |

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

i)

The wiiness resumed his seat as & party. Q
l
The court thsn, at 0917, took a recess UﬂE 11l Q932, at which
cime it reconvensd.
Pregaent: A1l ths members, comnsel for the court and assistant
pounssl for the court, parties and their coagkel, angd the
L‘BQO'{' :Je.f}a - ,

Ho witnesses not otherwise connected with the induiry were
presente.

_%@%




the counsel for the ecourt, the court, ner any party €
= o

Nelithsr S
ezll 2ay woré witnesses or to oraseil am

the inguiry depired te
additional evidencs.

CAUNSEL, POR THE COURT: Do any of the partiss desire to
exarcise his rights undser Section 0308h, Naval Supplement to the
Manual for Courts-~Martial and make a statement; oral or written?

of the parties desired to exercise his rights under Sectio

Nons
Courts-Martlial,

0508h, Naval Supplement to the Manual for

COURT: The court is ready to proceed with the arguments.

CQUNSEL FOR THE CQURT: T conceive that 1t is the duty of the
counsel for the court to presept gvidencs of svery faet and
circumstance which has any bearing on the incildent under investi-
gation. I feel that I have fairly, fully and impartially per-
formed that dutys The court is Iin poseepeion af all bhe facts
leading up to and surrounding the collisicn between the WASE and

"‘kJ
fora, counsel for ths eourd does not desire to maks an

+*

?7/kj ; & party, mads the following oral argumsnt:

As a preface to my remarks regarding ths evidence presented at
this court of inguiry, I want +~o e“pAasize the status of the WASE
in the mansuver which precedsed ths collisicon. The WASP was not
engaged in active flight operations, Therefore, she had no =
spsecial right of way. Howsver, she was & major naval ship, with
the Officer in Tactical Command smbarked. And, as such, shs was
ths guide in & mapsuver with two smaller ships of ths same
tactical unit. The basic Turn maneuver which was bsing performed
might equalily have besn that of a hattleship or cruiser and two
screening vessels. The staendard naval doctrines governing good
seamanship and sea manners were 1in apsolute a2ffect, as were
Standard Tactical Publications and Cruising Instruction

I now retfer to Exhibit 66, This exhibit was introduced into
svidence as my ebtimatq of the tracks of the WASP and HQBION

from the commencemsnt of theée last tactical mansuver to the

point of the Latdl cRllizslen. Ths Imitlsl podlsisng of ths

HOBSON from the WASP has been wsll established as 2459 Trus,
distant 3,000 yards. In this mansuver, the HOBSON was supposed

to e¢lose the range from 3,000 yards, bO T Ch vpfﬁb and to change
her True Bsaring from Bﬁfo True to 170° PTrue. Qther swidence
adduced, both before and after the introduction of Exhibit 88,
serves to make this plot far more than an estimate,
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The testimeny of Llieutenant h the Officer of the Deck
et the USS HOBSOM and efner HOB !N witnegeges, confirms the
course ef 130° True y and 099° True. Similarly,,the left turn eof
the HORBSCGN has been established ag a faet by the testimony of

Ylighed ag a faet. There has been no guestioen but that it con-
formed te the 1600 yard teectleal dlameter then prescribed. 411
available evidence indicates that the cellision angle was about
026%. The time of the cellisgion was approximately 2225 PETER,

The heading of the WASP at the point of esllision was 288° True.

The tlmesg of the HOBSON course changes and therefore the dis-
tarnces run on these ceurses has not been deflnitely established.
However, there has been little or no dlsagreement among any
parties, but that the track of the HOB3OH as depleted in Exhibit

| 66 is the closeat poessible approximation. Only ens cenclusioen
. gan be drawn from thls pieture, and that is, that there would

have been no celligion 1f the HOB3ON had not made her fatal left
turn.

It 1s in evidenee that the Commanding Officer of ths HOBSON
prepared a mooring board selution of the maneuver about thirty
minutes prier to its execution. This selntlioen ealled ior the
HOBSON to turn right on signal from gourse 1022 to 130%, steam

at 27 knots, cross the bow of the WASP and when the bear;ng of
the WASP was about 010°T, meske a left turn toward the WASP and
énd up exaetly on statien, Relatlve speeds in exesss of 50

placed ships on bow te bow ceurses and at high relative speeds
wae not justified. He offered, zs an alternative, one which he
congldersd sgfer and in accor&aHCe with preven tactics and dec-
 trine, This altsrnate plan entailed a wide right turn with
slowing to drop baeck into the new position.,

Hewever, the Commanding Offiecer of the HOBSON, after a dig-
cussien, did not accept the alternats plan but reaffirmed his
lntention %o use s left burn into positien.

The maneuver, as signalled, was taectiecally and basieally seund
.and possible of slmple and safe exeeutien, as evidenced by the
expert testimony ef two exXperienced and well qualifisd destroyer
ship handlerz, With a signalled speed of 27 knots and beiler
power Tor 28 knots avallable, a turn te the right, with slowing
and a gradual deeregsse in the rate ef change of range would have
permitted 2 mueh better assumption of the new positien than the
split second timing regulred in the execution ef the maneuver
a8 worked on the mooring board on the HOBSON., Any error in the
execution of this latter methed, even 1f pronouneed "regssonable",
would have resulted in the H@BSON_being much further out of pe-—
sitien than the safer right turn with eppropriate slowing, There
hag been no gquestion that the signals used for the maneuver were
anything but preper. The turn signal was sent, recelpted for,
executed and receipted for, These are common signale. There
is ne guestlion but that They were pnderstood. Similar series

of sianals were used twlce previously that dav.
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the same indlviduals. The track of the WASP has alsoe been ssatab- '

knots, and split second timing of the turnw ere egsential to  to¥
' its suceeag., Lieutenant o has testified that he disagresd
| with that sgelution on the basis that a night maneuver, whiech
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T personall

It has been elearly brought cut that the night was dark but
clear with an estimated 20,000 yard visibilitv. The HORSCN
gould clearly see the WASP'S red truck lights at 3,000 yards.
ginee the entire task group was simulating wartime crulsing
conditions, darken ghip wag in effect, and Lighting Measure
green (red truck lightis) prescribed. "While 1t wae entlrely
within my province as OTC te preseribe any additional lighting,
the faect that the viglbility wes se geood, and the changes in
the feormatien so simple and basic, led to my decisioen that no
more than the prescribed lighting was necessary. The signalled
maneuver etuld have bsen made without unaue haste eor any element

of risk,

Begnrding my signal of a course adjustment to 250° Trus, whieh
I pergonally transmithed at the end of the turn Te course 2607
there is no evidence that this signal ever went ocut and there is
no evidence that 1% was heard on either the RODMAN or HOBSCN.
1v sent this messsge over the primary velee taetical
gircuit, the transmitter for which is immediately avaeilable at
my elbow in my normal conning statien on the open bridge. The
gecondary tactiezl eireult ie located aeress the bridge on the

-gtarbeard slde. Thers was no partleular signifliecance in my

gendlng the megsage. I insiast on a quiet bridge, the primary
speakers are loecated jJust behind me, and I can hear receipts
for m@ssages sent on thig eiveuit without having te ask someone
to relay such informatlon. When I did not receive a recelpt
for my signal, I directed that the signal be sent over the
secondary circuit. I also gave orders to the O0fficer ef the
Deck to come left sglowly to 250% True. Thie erder was not
given untll after the HOBSON had crossed our prejected track

of 260° and was drawing left toward his new pesition., The sig~
nal did not get out on the secondarvy tactical elrcuit nor did we
gwWwing further left than heading 258% True at time Bf ealligien,
This gignal therefore could not have in any Way contributed fo

the eolliisgien,

The movement of the HOBSON's red truek light was the only in-
dieation of hig mevements, even through our biacculars. His hull
merged with the dark water. It was very aspparent he had erossed

our bow to the port slde where his new plane guard position was.,
And the red truck light drew aft giving every appearance of
passing dewn our port glde. The flrst indiestion I had that thers
was anything wrong wag what secemed to be an instantaneous

brightening of that 1light,

This must have occurred just after the HOB3ON started her
fatal left turn and at a time when we were less than 1500 yards
distant, The change from the dullish red eslor of the ftruek
light to a sudden glare was almest as though the light had been
turned from dim to bright.

And T immediately gave "All Engines Back Emergency”.

But even with the krightening ‘of the light there was no indi-
cation of what the E@BSON was deing,
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T did not attempt to sound any whistle signals, even though
backing, because I bslieved ;t vnu;d'be impossit ble to sound the
standard three blasts for backing before he cleared., 4&nd any
Tewar signals than that wou.d E%ve mislied hiw zs to my z2cticns.
The HOZ30N knew what I was doing, I could assist him most by
taking no action which would be oased on a guess as to what he
w2z going to do. ;

Therafore., I conclude that (1) the direct and lmpediatecause
of the collision was the fatal lsft turn on the part of the
HOBSOM, Thls 1s true regardless of any extenuating circum-
stances which may have influenced the furng 2y the wallisicon
was not induced bv any action taken by the WASP; and {3} thers
was no action by the w"bD possible in the circumstances which
could have prevented the coll_hﬂ Okl

ngiiry, and pzrtiewlarly during the

imers T Ghis A
f the officers called as enourts i, T gl haﬂﬁiiﬁg i
e sBips, At has hEen 1mpli§d that a womentarv con-
mind of the connineg officer on the HOS3S0N at the
; Nis last turn caused him to make that tal de-

a
LT, On cross-exemination, thne experts agreed
have turned right and that the only scti on h
have caused =z collision was a turn Tto Tthe lert.
r opinion seems to be shared by all who have given
on that point before this court,

However, in view of the command “"peVie;ce of Lisutenant
Jommander Tlnwnekuboth'naval aad metchant marine, it would

J
seem that 2 more logical erloﬂwthQ than a cdeliberate mistake
as & resnlt of &2 confused state of mind must exist.

I am convinced that Lientenant Commander Tiernsy would not
and did not conseciously order ¥lLeft standardé Rudder¥ at that
crucizl moment. Yet fThe evidence of "both the other officers on
ths bridere--Lientenant 7Y and Lieutenant {junior grade)

As ig c¢lear that he did give such an ﬂroer T believe
nat mistake was the result of a trick of s sub~conscious mind,
he background r that sub-conscious mistake is revealed by
Clgmd&raslou of the svents occurring on the HOBSON immediately
pricr te that turn, when vieyed in the light of the discussion
£ the proposed wananver hetween T*eufenent Compander Tierney

md Lieutanant & before the night recovery operastions
cmmenced .

(J
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t has been clearly brought out in evidenee, that in the dis-
n of his maneuvering board solutiocn with Lisutsnant Q-

nant Commandsr Tiarney-planned th turn right to course

a then to subseguently turn lef't toward the JASP to

Tive on pgtatiois

e

I helieve that the discussion and dlcacveameht in
r

finally tureing l1eftl fto Arrive on statiop 1rmly ixed that
iLr:“ Jeft turn in Lieutenant Commander Tierney's mind--sub-
conscious ag well as conscilouse. =1 A il
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In any event, it is apparent that when the order to execute
the turn mapneuver was lece¢ved ne did start out asccording %o
his plan by coming right to "“O

It is eq1o3lj clear, howsver, that after proceeding om course
1302 until he had crossed the proposed neéw track of  the Gulde,
he abandonsd his maneuvering board scluticn and turned left to
course 0909, It is probable that he had muiled over in his wmind
s possible reconciliztion between his own plan and that of his
O, All witnesses seem to agree--and it 1s the only logical
conclusion, that in abandoning his previous solution and turning
left to 090°, his new plan contemplated a right turn away Ifrom
the Guide at the proper moment to arrive on Station° Thils o~
clusion is borne out by the fact that had he turned right at
the moment he actually turned left, he “would have arrived on
nica

his propsr statioh.

What occurred in the next few moments which so occupiled his
conscious thoughts, that at the critical moment he sub-consci-
ously reverted to his eriginal plan, and deo “Lelft Standard
rudder® when he consciously intended to say ¥Right%%

f

The evidancs shows that aiter he cayp

e to course 09 Oy LHE
relative spesed bebween ships became grea

With each 12-13 second sweep of the radar, as he procesded on
that course, ks hasard “l%mge 1760 yardsh, “range 1240 yards,
closing rapidly¥ ! He was taking constant bearings during that
time and at that relative speed knew that his hope of arrviving
properly on statlon would reguire split second timing of the
turn. A consideration of the time at which hs gave the last
uuxm signal indicstes thet he did successfully estimste the

t which the turn should be made. Unfortunatsly, the
wicentration which resulted in that perfsct tinming gave
e {7H

-~conscious mind--reverting Lo the criginal plan which
so firmly fixed in that sub~conscious--a chanee to
ver and conbtrol the words he actually wttereow—=w”“e¢t

Rudder¥ instead of right.

The same sub-congsclous mind has playved that sort of trick on
Tﬁ this very Ilnguiry, witnesses., and even sxperienced
ofter said HOBSON wheq they were thi 25
they were thinking HOBSON. Fortunately, in mest
s there is time to correct the mistake, Unfortunately,
there was not Gime in the case of the HOBSON.
The lack of any evidence af any negency in givine 2 left
standard rudder order tends to confirm this belief. 4&nd T
think that the first indicstion Lisutenant Commander Tierney
123 that there was anything wrong wes the swining of his bow wed
ileft instead of Tighé as he i
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Evidence ig that he was on or near the starboard pelorus,

wners the Ghanée of the ship's heading would not be as readily

apparent as 1 he
knew he was wouad up in a left turn and at that moment got a
range of 750 yards. He could see the carrier bearing down, hs

o e

)_4

eoulkdntt tell the angle on the bow even at that closs rangs,

and ne had to do scmething and guick He made the instant de-
eision nmot to try to reverse the ?Dddar withh the probable danger
of plowing into the WASP broaaside, butb did mass guick apd ag=-
cisive action in an attempt to tighseﬂ his turn and get eout TEstba
i) 53

The moment he discovered the ship swinging in ths wrong di-
rection he gave rue guiek ordéPs in tapld sucéesgiorm —- {and thers
has been no evidence of panie or indecision) TFull LEIE, Hard
Left, All Engines Emergeﬂey Flank.®? In other words he gave all

It is & tragedy it wasn't enough.

Tne counsel representing Lisutenant Cowmandsr Tisrney, a party,

made the following oral argum@nﬁ:

The nar:ative of thes collision which follows hinges on the
fact that the signal whieh meant that the WASP was on course
2500 Trus was transmitted by the WASP and recelved by the HOBISON
approximatsly one minubte, forty-five seconds prior to collision.

First, was the signal actually transmitted?

The record shows thnat an officer and an enlisted marn in the
CIC of the WASF heard a message transmitted osm the primary
tactics] Airemit shorily belera dolllston. THe signal relating
to 250° Trus iz the only tactical message known to have been -
transmitted over ths primary circuit in the half hour before
collision. '

Gonelusion: The signal was traansmitted over the primary

taEtieal. slreuits

S8scond, was the slgnal transmitted one minute, forty-five
secondes before collision?

. i -
test factical cata for the WASPE, which allews a minimum

.J
it
|4

& aead time Tfor throttlemen 4o respond to ovrders from the
brioae, show that the WASP required two minutes, fifteen seconds
to come to dead in the water Irom 2V knots with all engines
backing emergency. This does not take into aceount ths
resistance sffered by the impaled hull of the HOBSSH s the
forward motion of the WASE.

The hull of the hu 350N in Tact PGt rded the WASP after colli-
sion for a total period of about LOPL}'iiVG seconds and so0
shortened the psriod to bring the WASP dead in the water. The
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{eonntinued.) precise asmount of resistance offered by the HOBSON
is not knowm, It is believed reasonable to presume that the
hull of the HOBSON while impaled on the WASP during the forty-

five aseconds of her Torward motlony reduced the Total period of
time to bring the WASP dead In the water by at most, thirty

seconds.

There 13 one othsr factor bearlng on the question of how long
it took the WASP to decelerate, That is ths fact that the #*al1l
Back Emergency” bell was answered on but three shafts. The
fourth shaft continused to turm ahead a2t 50 rpm. This would in-~
erecase the time required to bring the WASP dead in the waber,

Genclusion: Taking into account al%ﬁf thess factors, it is e
1ikely that it required at lsast two minutes to bring the WASP
dead im the water from the time ¥All Beck Fmergency¥ was given.

Topside survivors from the HOBSON have testified that they
were thrown or jumped into the water almost immediately after
the collision. When they came to the surface, they were on the
starboard bow of the WASP a2nd she wazs dead in the watbter, If
the WASP had held her way for an appreclable peried after ths
collision, these men would not have been on her starbeard bow,
mor would thes WASP have been dead im the wabter, Furthermors,
witnesses have teéstified that the bow of the WASP penebrated
but tweo-thirds of the widtk of the HOB30ON's hull and ne mors,

Conclusion: In view of the Tfailure of the bow of the WASP
te pemetrate the hull of the HOBSON and in view of the fact that
survivors who jumped Inte the water on collision found the WASP
dead in the water when they came to the surface, the WASP hsad
considerably reduced her way before striking the HOBSON and so
was dead in the water not later Than 45 secords alfter collision,

The commanding officer has testified that the red lights

- suddenly increased in intensity and so he ordered ®All Rack
Bmergency®, This sudden lncrease in Intensity can most logli-
cally be explained by the coming inte alignment of the red
truck lights of the HOBSON.

Goaclusion: The Commanding Officer of the WASP eobssrved the
red truck lights of the HOBSON Increase in Intensity-~that is,
come into line--zbout one minute, twenty seceonds before colli-
sion, Ths aporox1mate positions of the two ships on their
respeetive tracks at this time are indicated by points E and F) w

on Exhibit 107.

The commending officey has testified that he estimates that
20 ox 30 seconds elapssd between the time he ftransmitted the
signal meaning that hls course was 250° True and his observation
of the increase 1n intensity of the HOBSON's truck liehtso
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Cenclusion: The signal meaning that the WASP'!'s courss was
250° True was btransmitted about one minute and forty-five ses=
onds before collision. This conclusion is inevitablse from a
caveful analysis of the commanding officer's own testimony,

Phird, was the signal recelved by the HOBSON?

Two ships might have received the signal; the RODMAN and the
HOBSON, The primary tactical transmitter of the RODMAN was outb
of order. For this reason, thse sscondary tactical cireult was
the prescribed chanmel for tactical communications in the WASP
Group at the time of the collision. The primary tactical ecir-
ecuit leog of the WASP shows that communications between ths WASP
and HOB3OW were tested at 2127, approximatsly one hour befors
the collision. The HOBSON acknowledged this test, No test was
conducted with the RCODMAN,.

Gonelusion: The primary tactlieal circult was being guarded by
the HOBSON one hour before collisioen,

Witnesses from the RODMAN have testilied that they do not re-
call any message over this eircult between 2000 and the Time of
collision, although the leog of the WASP shows that the communi-
cation test, the signmal relating to 2500 and ome or two other
messages had been sent over this cirveuit during this peried.
Taechnicians on the RODMAN were working on the transmitter.
There is no evidence that the receiver was operating properly.

Gonclusion: The sevidence indicates that the RODMAN was nct
guarding the primary tactiecal circuit and ths only ship that
could have recelved the message relating %o course 2500 Trau
was the HOBSON which 1s known to have been guarding the c1rcuit
one hour before collision,

The Officer of the Deck of the HOBSON hss testified that he had
turned dewm the volume of the primary tactical bridge receiver -
so that it was barely audible, The peceiver was located on the
starboard side of the bridsge en the afiter bulkhead, As haszs besn
shown, the message would have been reeceived about one minute
and forty-five seconds before collislen, At this time, the
Offiecer of the Deck was on the port wing of the bridge arnd had

observed the heading of the HOBSON te be 082° True on the pelorus
The quartermaster of fthe watch has testified that the commanding

efficer was standing directly in froalt of the bridge recelver
at this time, The relatlive wind was on the starboard bow,
approximate veloclty 20 knots, abt this time,

Gonclusion: The commanding offleer was the most likely person
to hear the signal relating to course 250° True, and prebably,
considering the reduced volume of the receiver and the relative
wind, he was the only persen who coeuld hear it, The bLestlimony
of survivors that they did not hear the signal is of little

practical significance,
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' that the WASP's course was 280

g

At one minute and forty-five seconds before the collision,
measurements taken frem exhibit 107 will shew that the bhearing
and range from the HOBSON to WASP was 0593C True, range 2300
yards. The heading of  the WASP was then such that she setually
was showing sbhout a 198° starboard target angle. The evidence -
off the guarftermaster and the helmsman is te the effect the
Commanding Offleer of the HOBSON had erdered full right rudder
at about this time but that the rudder had no mere than reached
the full right pesition whea the Cemmanding O0fficer erdered it
amidshipe, as indiecated on exhibit 107, IH wag durling this
peried when fhe message relating to eeurse 250° True was trans-
mlitted by the WASP, Expert witnesses, with long years of
destreyer exXperiem e, have tegtified that 1Y a carrier wWas on
the bearing and heading and at the range the WASP was at thi
tiee as shown on exhibit 107, an order "rudder amidships" Wale
have been a reasonable oné on reeeipﬁ ef a signal from the
carrier that hsr course was 250° True, The purpese weuld be
to obgérve memeniarily the motion of the carrier. The order
"rudder amidships” after the rudder had already been put gver
full right so as to have brought the HOBSGN to course 260~ Trus,
parallel te the earrier's new course ig reasonable only if the
Commanding Officer had aetuallg receilved the signal meaning

True.

In the absenee of zny evidence To the contrary and in view of
his general competency as witnessed by his fitness reports and
the testimony of his Mvigion Commender, the Commanding Officer
of the HOBSON must be presumed te have actsed as a reassnable and

prudent navigstor weuld.

Conelugion: If the only apparent valid reasonzgpv ovderlng the
rudder amidships was the receipt of the signal relating teo 250°

| Prue, and 1f in faet this sigmal was tranemitted at this time by

the WASP over a eircult knewn to be guardsd by the HOBSON, thlis
couri, cannot but conelude that the Commanding Officew did recelive

such a signal.
Was the signal ascknowledged by the HOBSON?

There 1s evidenee that not only did the Gommanding @Lfieer el
the HOBSEN receive the signal in questlon but that he aecknowledged

it as well,

At about 1000 on the day Follewlng the eollision, the Commanding
gfficer ef the WASP, 1nformed the Screen Commander that the WASP
had changed course to 250° True, shortly befors the collision and
that both ships had acknowledged his signal to that effeet. He
now states that neither he nor anyone on board the WASP received
an acknowledgment from elther the RODMAN or the HOBSON.

When the report was made, the WASP had been eonductiaz rescue
and damage control operations for twelve houre. The Cemmanding
Offieer had had no opportunity fto review the events leading up
to the collisioen.
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now kunown that the HUBSGH!'s survivors weres not aware of
mmal and that the RODMAN was nolt guarding the circult
ch the message was sent, UCIC personnel on the WASP state

v heard the signal transmitted but they did not hear the
acknowlsdgement., The circult was nolsy. The outgoing

h
D

wost unreadable., At the time ths massngu was sent,
vl g GfYicar of .the HOBECOH tried B8O cLﬂowledge the

RS

mebsaga from hig position &t the giarboaré door of the bridgs Witk
the wind whistling by & btwenty ¥nots, his acknowledgsment signal
wight have been completely covered by the cireult and wind nolse
in the CIC primary tactical recsiver.

T
=R

|>.J}

In spite of 217 this, the Commanding Officer of the WASP stated
that the HOBSON and RODMAN had acknowlsdged the signal. &t the
time 1t appeared cl at it made 1little difference 1f the RIDMAN had
dons 80 or aot. She was not involved in the collision in any way.
Eyents have since proved that she could net have aekno N‘e&gwﬂ Taite
méssage for she never received it. Dub there is evidence that the
HOBSAN had ac {ﬂOEledﬂﬁd wheri he so reported to the Scresen Commande
Ee cerbainly had not received this knowledge oOr impression Trom
his CIC perscomnal or frem fhe HFUABCH'g survivors. IC hes had any
basis whatsoever for his statement that both ships acknowledged
nig slgnaly that informatiob epiald have Tome only from The
Commanding @fficer of the HOBIGN, the pergon who actually reeaivac
the weSS886.

Conclusion: The signal was acknowledgsed by the Cemmanding
i T ] B

rieﬁly, the record inn this inguiry cestablishés Beyond all
1s

5
reasona ‘doubt that the signal which meant that the WASPE wags
onn 250" True was sent at least one minute and forty-five seconds
bafore the collisicn and that the signal was recsived and
acknowledged by the Commanding Officer of the HOBSQN.

With these facts in mind it is a relatively sasy task te trace
the chain of ewvents which lead to the collision between the U.S5.8.
WASP and the U.3.8. HOBSON the night of &April 26, 1852,

The narrative beginsg with the discussion between the
SHe

HOBSON and the Commanding O0fficer. The Captain had sket
a mooring board solution ué the maneuver he would make if the
WASP changed course to 2857 True, the intended rscovery course,

and if he was ingtructed to change station from plans 1uunch1ng
to plane recovery station number 2 on the port beam of the WASE
at a distance of 1000 yards. His sketch indicecated an intention
tg steam on course 130° True until the WASP bore 010° Trte;  pad
then a turn to the leff and Into positlon on the WASF's port beam.

'L;lasst.ic;;ﬁion J(cance!!ed) (G-t-p—r-ﬁaé—-—te——
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The Officer of the Deck objeected to this man®8ver becauss he
felt that the final turnm Teo the left would result in a situation
in which the WASP and HOBSON would be approximately head and
head at short range considering the 27 kmot spsed prescribed
for the recovery of alreraft. The captain rsplied that it was
necessary bto expedite the mand&ver in view of the message from
the Screen Commaender the day before in which he had stated that
destroyers were to change statlon expeditlously even at the ex-
pense of an occasional mistake, This coencluded the discussion.

No one will ever know what effect the CfTficer of the Deck'!s
opinion md on the cemmanding officer, It 1s bound to have had
some eflfeet, In the intervening moments between this discussion
and th@éxecutlon of the WASP's signal to change course to 2600
True , courss 5° bo the left of the intended cowrse, and to in-
creage speed to 27 Mmots, 1t is reasonable to presums that the
commanding of lcer re-~examined his deeision. As he did se, he
prebably realized that the Officer of the Deck's opinion had

some merits

Moreover, as he reviewed his intention to fturn left to paralle
the WASP, it must have been apparent that he would almost cer-
tainly conclude the man@ver in a position abaft the carrier's
port beam, If he ever fell beshind irn position, he could never
regain station because he had boiler power availabl for only
28 ¥mots and the recovery speed was 27 knotss Probably he de=-
cided to come to course 130° True as planned and whsn he had
about crossed the predicted track of the ecarrier, te come right
te courses 260° True and then te slow, thereby dropping into
positlion in plane recovery station 2 on the carrier's port beam,
Expert witnesses have testified that this would have been a
reasonable deecislon under the cireumstances, The record shows
that he did come right te ecourse 1307 True and increased speed
to 27 lmots on the execution of the carrisr's turn to 260° Truse

As hy steamed. on course 1309 True, the range of the WASP in-
creased sglightly from 3,000 yards to 3,100 yards becausse of the
WASP's greater advance in a turn, and the bearing drsesw aft
sll%htly from 0685° True to 061 Tru.ee Ranges weve coming in
continuously as they should have been. At his poimt, about one
minute, forty=-five seconds after the signal of execution, the
Commanding OfTicer of ths HOBSON may have considered turning
right te 260° Trus., However, 1t was apparent that if he did so
at this time, he would complete his turn well ahead eof the WASP,
This would delay his arrival on station until ths ecarrier coulad
reach a position on his beam because the HOBSON had to maintain
a speed of at least 10 knots to hold the superheat, This delay
would noet be in accerdanece with the Screen Commander'ts direcbtive
to expedite changes of station.
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He “new that the best means of making a turn so as to return
an initial point was 2 maneuver known &3 the Williamson Turn
whersby, For a tirn %9 %the right, the rvdder is lrédt it over
Full Left,; and after the shlp's head has gwung sbout MOO from
ite epurae, the radder 1is sn¢fﬁel to Fall Besht, pd the Humm 18
completed Lo the rights Such a maneuver at this point seemed
idesl. By puttiog his radder 1eft for a short swing to about
0900 Trye he would still be aherd 2 WASPY when he completed
his final course changes to th ik e Erme . - BEEpEsR Wit=
nesses have verified his reasoni stated thet this is
a theoretically sound maneuvel

The helmsman and quartermaster have both testifled that the
conpEnding offiecer ordered tha rudder Pull Left 28 thip time and
ordered no course to be steﬁred and after a brief interval
ordered the rudder Full Right., Thsey were in- = position to hear
the orders of the commanding officer. The Officer of the ﬁ@&ﬁ,

{‘ y
th
31

e
ieved of the conmn by the commanding o?! has
he order was given to steer course J9OO and that
the ship swung past this heading to 082° True, snd then back to
090% True, _The Officer of the Deck was on the port wing of the
bridge by %he pelorus., The captzin was on the starboard side

of the hric standing just inside the pilnt house. The guarter
ta be OQO“

wheo had beesn v
testified bh“t

mastsr has t stified the helmsman reported his heading
True as the ship swung left. The conrt licu_ng testimony of the
helmsman and gquartermaster as compared wi that of the QOfficer

pf the Deck is easily explained,

¥hen the helmsaén feported -his hp*ﬁing to be 090° True, the
commanding officer had ]rea@y grdered the rudder pot Full Righi.
From hearing the reported heading, 090° True, the Officer of the
Deck inferred that this was the course to be steered. He glanced

&

t repeater and observed the ship's head at 0829 True
ng to swing slowly to the right. He was unawvare that
the rudder was then Pull Right At about this instant, the cap-
tain heard the signal from the JASTY which meant that the WASPE
was orn coursea 250b Triia,

Momentarily confused by this unexpected si nad hnowine Ghat
the WABY was showing a starboard target angl ptain ordere:

I was just

the rodder from Full Right to 2midships, as BOES
aching heading .
=

beginning to swing slowly to the right after r
0829 True., This slow swing back toward 0309 True,
ilittle beyond that heading, only verifisd the Officer of the
Deck's conclusion that course 090Y True had been ord
Commanding Ofrfdcer, He could hﬂrc ly think otherwissa,

Comﬁaquﬂ“ Officar of the HORSON had to act, The mange
= o
g3

ng ra '1ﬂ1j, the True bearing was steady at 0594 True,
the WaASP %till showed a starboard angle ofl the bow. It wes-ddTTis
cult to estimate if{ exactly., A bearing was unobtainahle from
the starboard d@lOfLu Dec use Lhe J“SD had JIST naeseu EedEE me
hearing 325 % i 1 the stars#
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ThHisd iy, the céqard shows that nslther the Cuuma“ﬁigg OfEioed
ha ? % Aff: Operstitons OFfTiecar, ner the Wavrigator
duty on board a destroyer since the heainplﬂg od Wy 14l

el
hem hav ever served 1n destroyers Uuriag
P ,

- videncs the WASP paid but the most
to the HOBSON after the turn had commence

& the HOBSDN wag called on to
Irst night that he had ever parti-
71

expert on th i
Iy 'y operatlions as 2z CormmaEling

These are the secondary or Indirect causes ollision,
It is not always possible to have in command estroyer
an officer with brozd command experience, A4 i g officer.
must begin command duty sometime, The Commanding Officer Gf “ther#
HOBS0N camnot be held responsible for his lack of experiesncs.
Nor can the Commanding Dfficer of the WASP and his officers be
held responsible for their lack of expsrience in destroyers.
Nevertheless, when officers in Tactical Command and thelr advi-
soFs are not fastiliipy With state £ trainlpg and ow=es€lohal
prablems of the ships under thelr command, ﬁlwdubef is virtually
inevitable,

Tre Commanding O
mansuver as it had

ot wonder how
narrowly averte

3 &

dltions wers right The o
formed an evoliutio ¥ H &1
rorm il- Jﬁiort&nately, Eheh Wes 1f evobLﬂdﬂvbG in the
ounerational chaveetsristice af the other shiv so there was a
collisione

If it had pot beem the HOBEOH, 1t might have bLoaen
the BRIATOL, wr Bke HMalle IT At had not hesn the |
might have been tire MIDWRAY or the CORRL SEA. The cow
spectfully asked to bear in mind Ln@ Tiwe indirect
this collision when formulating thelr opinion on where
swonslhility Tor-thie collidien Lisss 1 ok, that
the Commanding 0fficer of the HOBSONW, in the l1light
fzots vyresented to this court, will bte found to hav
His Quty 3b1}a competently apd in the highest tradi
naval service. .

-
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Q:Q\ yeomaen second class, U. 3. Navy, entsred
ag rsporter.

Iieutenant ~ made the following oral srgument:

Admiral and members of the court; the able counsel foi
the court, together with the wholehearted cooperation ol parties
and their cunsel ha s, in wmy opinion, presented to you evaery de=-
tall that ﬂoul& nave been presented concerning the collision
which occurred betwesen the US3 WASP and the UBS HOBEGN. It would
be boring for me to abbtempt to rshash the detalils. It would be

for me to tell you what your findings should be as A

presumpigons ;
funetiopn. Jbd een EpElLy

a resiild o that oollisidn. THET iz Fougr
ta vour conclusions your sxperience in the Navy.

I do want to remind you that Mr. gz a liswsenent iw the
Navy, has had active duty for a period or Lc months in the Navy,
and orior experience ag engineer. I think that you, in the past
10 déys, have had an opportumity e obssrve thls olficer undsr
the most trying circumstances. He has recently lost his ship and
hise frisnds. Bince that time svery minute of his time has been
concerned with details of this court of inguiry, and with the
details of sesing the men of the HOB2OW., Without the use of
records or documsnts or memoranda that went down with his ship,
ne, in direct and cross-examination, has given you straight-for-
ward answers to guestions that have besn put To him.

»

We are concerned primarily here with his performance of duty
as officer of the deck on 5h° HOBSGN 1n a periocd of some 4 mine-
trying to reconstruct what he ¢id during that time. I

MEBIE
toink that you apd easch of Fou, ip arriving st Four sonelusisns,
that if you wers going to sek as a commandins officer that yob

would be well satisfied to have Lisubtenant Hig | A G edE
of the deck, and could rely with complete conrfidence upon his
ability to mest an emergency that came up with delibsrate, calm
put decisive and seamanlike action. I think he has proved that
to you by his own manner of testifying and by that oi the other
witnessss, T

Lisutenant vade the following oral argument:
May it Blease the caurt; 1L iE noet ouwr Intemtion beo-recite im

detail the evidence which has been presented to this court or to
submlt an explanation of why the HOBSUON mansuvered ag it 4digd.

Counsel for the other parties have already done this. Also, there
isg 1ittle dispute over the esasntlsl Faets surroundipg the
ecollision, Theprefore, we shall simply and briefly discunss- ths
meaning of certain facts in evidencs.

- The most lmportant conelusion to be drawn Trom all the facts
presented 1s thige: The HOBEIN ecsused the ecllision, That coh-
clusion is inmescapapls. Qur chiefl suthority was Exhibit 85 for

saying tnls, wahich sumpsarizes the btestlimony oresented tTo the
court and the facts involved in that exhibit have not bsen re-
futed in any slgniricant respect. It woula be a tragic mistake
ToF melsy eyl B9 TRpd otlermiaa?m‘?a R FETEETEY

F % O R
82 g
1 fme 3

1 A

i

Y3
Tl

QQ ég«g E AL _ {;‘L:-s:“.ifie;nﬁen {cuncelled) (Shanged 1o

) by authority ofCPIIALSSIBC

i‘ {Daig) {Signature} {(Rari)
o

QFFICE OF THE JUDSE ADVOCA




o =
ol
It is realized that thls court is going further than simply
deciding where the basic isult lies. It is realized that the
WASP personnel did certain things and have said certain things
in this court which have besn undsr dvsou351on, It is realized
that the court wants to know why the HOLSQN mads two successive
left tpnrns fvad fts opigita) eourge & 1350 degress. Howswsr,
inguiry into these guestiocns is a cellateral duty of all of us,
and doess molt mean teo refute the evidence of what the HORSON
actually did to cause the eollision. In trying to discover what
ymotivatﬁd Lisutenant Commapaer Tierney, we must npt levae sight of
ll the fact. that he did do certain things which wers contrary tc the
contrary o tQu principles of good

?ules ol Litlwe
seamansghip,

HNaubtical Road,
gnd coRtPEry

to goed judgment;

regardless of why he

did them, these actlons wers wrong Deu4a“° they were In violation
of the ssction on sea mannars in a csrbain tactical vublication

L —

| launeching

hiimme i d el fin
supooried
when they

which counsel for Lieutenant Commander Tierney
closed court. The expert wiinesses bsfore this court
tid s concluesion that the HOBSON maneuvers wsre wWrong

said, in essence, that they would not have done the same thing
tnemsslves. Therefore, we repeat, the HOBSOE caused the collision
! Now, let us examine what the WASP was doing to prevent the
|oollision with particular reference to Lieutenant _ the
| iasyrs officer of the deck., DBefore goilnog furtﬂdrs L would like

to meke twe poiats perfectly elear Lo thie court. Plrst, as
officeyr of the deck of the HASP om 26 April leQ he #eyan

assumed -~ he nsever thought that an aircraft carfie has the

right of way over any other ship simpiy by virtus of the fact

that ie is an airsraff carrier. His understanding at that tims

the pressnt time is that unless the carrier ig actually
cr reécovering aircraflt and has a signal in the air to
that seffect®, it has no privilsges othsr than those normally
”Pordad & large ship. Secondly, Lisutenant & o IFlcer
the deck of the WASF on 26 myTli 1852, realized a definite
affirmative responsipgility to pe complstelcognizant of the
1b785 ci every surfacs vesssel in thes vicinity of the WA3P
the use of every deviece availaple to him regardless of

not the WABP was lauvaching or recovering aircralt.

and at
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came on the bridge at 12
8 pb most of the watch pr
tihe ‘pridge. Lisuteaant

gf the brlidge. HEnsign : WA
in the pilot houss.
pilet houss were »proge
t 2000 as schedulsd.
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recover aireralft on course 28
tactical circuit.
Somewheres around
The HOBRBON
245 dsasgrees
Tirn Lo the

to
27 Knots.wenu out on Lha sseondary
AN and HEBRON peszipted for that s¢5n11
8 time Captain game 1p om the bridgs.
appreoximately dg at a true bsaring
i the WASP. AT 2221 a signal for a simultaneous L i
LD egirsks 250, speed 27 Fnels @as xcouuea on the sscondsa ™y
*i al circulit and was recegipted for by the RODiHAN and the

300
£

=

5200 yard of

Simultansously wlth the execut“ﬂﬁ ol Bhatl =mignail,
ordered RIGHT STANDARD RUDDER, ALL ENGI whS
AH.AD FLANK INDICATE 208 TURNS, new course 260. He personally
o
2 AA AT 1emng
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gaw that those orders were pr opeﬂ'J carrisd out. Shortly thers-
after, the HOQBBON inguired pver the sscond4ary tacticel gizetii
if they were To assume plane guard station 2 and Captain
;s sent back afiirmative.
17 GhHe eeurt-plaage, that takes us to the first.minuts - to
semiewnsre Lo the Firpet winubse 1R the fturn. Up o that time $his
was a perfectly mormal routine turning movemsnt of 2 carrpler
coming around into the wind to recover aircralt with plane guawrds

preparing to take station oo her as a guids.

Visipility was unlimiifted. ILisutenant was apls to ob-
serve the truck lights of the HOBSON 2nd he 3id observe them Trom
the very commsncemsnt of the turn. Later he was able to perceive
the HOBSON's movemsnts through hls glasses becausse hs counld ssas
the outliné oFf herf hull =od superFs t:uct1wu. Lieutenant J

unior oificer of the dack, gtlill on the board sids of the
gs @f the WASF had been told by Lisu at the
commeancement ol the turn to keep hls eje HOB30H. He ob-
servad her as the WASPE was coming around 1n hsr» fturn, still at
a distancse of 3000 yafus. CIC on the WABSP hnew of ths turn. The
a0 tegeh effieer, Ewalgm ‘ ; head positive lostruetioms To
notify the bridgé 1T aud wangerous situation was perceivsd to bs
developing. 4n accordance with standard practice on thse WASP,
ships where Lisutenant ; nas peen stationed,

and when the mansuvser was a simple ons involving only the WASE
and her plane guards, coniinuous rangs “nd bearings Were not

bhai called to the bridge from CIC unl s dangerous situztion
desveloped and bearings were not being taksn at spscific intervals
from bne bridgs. -

At 2223, whils the WASP was still coming around, her surfaces
search radar lost radiation and the WASY was W1tgaut msans of
obssrving the range of Lhe HOBION. hinisign did Aot raport
that faot to theé brideps and deveted hisz zttention to cetilng the
eguipment back inte operation. It pecame impossible for GIC to
detect the dangerous situation which shortly thersaiter came into

'

being.

However, from the exécublion of the turn signal witil 2223, and
until the time of the collision Lieutenant - was almost
constantly watching the movements of the HIBSON. The surfacs

gaarch radar had no effect on the situation becausze if

LT
iO0B50N was psrc
&

e
I

that the whexpscied last left wumn of ‘the aived
‘visually on the bridge by Captain and Lisutenant

long before such movement could have been detected by CIC, inter-
pretad by thsm, communicated. to their talker, communicatsd to the
bridge talxer and comnunicated to Captal and Lieutenant

R
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At approximately 2824 Egglf

was observed That £250 would bps

Ths WASP's heading swung to 26
c

VA
1 and Captaiq
signal over the primsry tactica

sEaE Be heard ohds sigmal. THeve 18 oo FReaord
sither tihe RODMAR
Ths WASP? never received an acknowledgenent by e

\1
gub on she pPimery tactital sircult wineh hadnt
during these mansuvers was not received by the
agszumed as much and for that reasomn directed Li

hi

el

o1 tha WASEF was still 260. Lieutenant
ordersd to send out that signal, never sent it bscause of svents

which followed almost immediately therealter.

opsratlong and in taking necegsary eelion
collision wntil he was relileved at C015.

1f of Iisutenant I respectiul

shsa

‘cnuwt. with all the sincerity which I possess,
: free from any blame for this collision bstwe
aﬂd the WASP and innocent of any misconduct WhaEDOGVGP
1.

ri.
3

= 0

T
(@]
ct
D”‘
W
{‘I'
o)
G m
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SECURITX INFORMATION
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1 girFeult indieeting
was assuming a course of 250. DNo witness on the
HOBSCON has appearsd OG‘JP@ Bkl s coupt of inguiry and

or the HOBSCN, of the receipt of

No

SE swung past 250 to 280, and it
S

& better recoverv course than 280.

sent out a

P s

that the WASP
L:uLﬂQﬁﬁf or the
Testified

in sy log by

that signal.

ither the HOBIOW

L5

or the RODMAN. It appears beyond doubt that the signal as sent

t been used before
HORBON or the

RODMAN. Captain ' ot the tims, mow Labkar, Bat

ab | e Elue

sutsenant

to send the signal out on the secondary btactical circul
s action at that time establishes peyond doubt that he real
che othe® dhipe Bal ot reseiwsd the 200 aignsal, - Ifeni

agrdered the Stesr=mar Te come leit o 250 when Ehe heading

s i el s
ized

enant

who had been

ly rague

Some sseconds nefore 2225, Lisutenant observed the HOB3ON,
which was 1eggs than 1000 yards off the peort bow of the WASP, ap-~
peaﬁ‘to pe vomibng Ieff R4 cowipg e The Neading whiktb was pif
the port bow of the WASPF. AT the same time Captain
notieed thse same Thing.  Two eificers noticed the same taimg ab
the same Timeé. J thdink €hat that fs-ap jndicatiorn dhat the gioyes
ment of the HOBEON was merceived ag soon a# i+ nasaibly could have
been, Lisubsenant : turned to Captain saying,
"Captain, we are in trouble," Captain was ordering ALL
ENGIEES BACK BMERGEATY and assumed the conn of the WASP. Approxi-
mately 30 secopds later And gome setComaos after 2225 the eolliklon
seeurred with the WAEF on course EOY er 253, which was oaly 2 or
2 degrees laft of 280, and ecould mot hbeve ooDsioly caused Cjnm
Fusion or have sven been distbinguishad bv anvone on the HOBSON.
Iientenant agsisted Captaln in the rescue

i for the WASP after the

5t the

te ll :d Lisubtenant
- the HOBSON
in regard




the E=smbers, the courdel far the emiert, and ali
their counsel, :

Yeomshny second dlsss, V. d. FHavy, sAtersd

ND vl?ﬂesses not otherwise connected with the inguiry were

he counsel for the court made the following closing argument:

In yeply to the arguments of parties and counsel, the counssl
for the court will sitate that the ot will Dase its Findimge
an #vriderncs that hes been produced in court and which jis in
the. recorl, a2nd #ot on theory or conjecilils or hypotheses whidh
are ot evidence."

In his elosing argument; c¢punsel for ihe couwrt in addition
merely desires o uell the oyt *E atientlon to, and ask the
cattrEs ©h tahe judinial rmiies . 07 Sertain secdions and articles
36 teuticell pnbiipatlonq witich are of a confidential nature.

T will agk, thsrefore, ‘that &t Ehiz peint the ocourt ait with
closed doors.

the court sat with closed doors.
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ct
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The vress and all spectators withdrew from the courtroomnm,
COUNsEL FOR THE COURT: ng ) . ¢tall the coiurt's aitens
tiow' to, ani] 25k -the coul pigl jwtice of, Kriislas
L 76 e L YL T R - Taglisal Instruciions,
ISE icles 513, ¥ 551, Y506, 1508, atd
152 d Haval Mane g, ATP-1z, EPTIZElel
923 .- 52, 5l 454, and Task Force Tactics
structions, USF-i; Cl ¢les 122 and 123, Tacti-
11 anf Opsratipnal Inst craft Carriers and
nders, USF=72; CinCLas 3530.2, dated 15 August
513 &3S0 the Internd the Neutical Road, and
U. 8. Havy Begulations to the duties and respon~
sibilities of officers o commanding officers.

L & this I}Oiﬂ'& 1 o with OPEIL COO"’S,
The inoguiry wes Tinished,




SECURITY INF

The court having thoroug hly lFQU¢IS@ into all the facts and
circunstances conpected with th ident > e 3 he
inquiry and having considerad Ll
follows: (Hots: All times are il
1952, unless otherwise stated.) B

FINDING OF FACTS -

(]

1 That aft eor about 2225 sition Tatitude

2o s O 26 Apri . ait
427 -211 North Longitude 44°-15' wWest, the U.5.3. WASP (CV-18)
and the U.5.8. BOBS0ON (DMS=86) coliided. ‘

2« That metgorological and sea conditiotiz at the time of
ecllision were: '

{a} Glear but dark PngU with no moen and high
absut 23,000 feet, middle broken at B,000 F£
breoken at 2,500 feets
Vigibility good, aboul ten miles.
Sunset 1854; Moonset 2149: moon in i
Wind 7 to 10 knots from approximately
Sea slight, Wafe 4 feat; wave psriocd-
direction 270"

~

St

P s s
(VRS TR i o
LT e L

{£) Pempsrature of air BB 5T ¥,

(g) Temps ratu;e of sea water 640 7,

{(h) Current set and drift 0.4 knot toward 075° =.
{1} Depth of water approximately 27900 Tﬁﬁaomde

Se That thse WASP, the HOBB0N, au@ the T.3. bq HODMAH (DiS=21)
were operabing as Carrier Unit 88.1l.1 with Captain tt)”’é:
B

L 60445, USW, the ﬁommawdlng Offluer of the WASP, a
orficer in Taetical Command (Q7TC).

4, That when the collision occurred, the WASP wss adjusting her
course afiter completing a signaled turn inte the wind to recover
airvera?t and had FOX flag at the dip.

5., That the HOBS0N had besn assigned to plans ovard station
nuriber two (2} and the RODMAN to planes guard station numbsr ons.
{1}, for both day and night flight operaitionse.

6. That the HOBSON and the RODMAN salled from Chaviesston. ...
on 21 April 1852 under the command of Commhndsr o , A
Jresy; T-b , USN, Commander Mine Divislon 62, apd subssguently
rendezvoussd at sea with Task Group 88.1 on 23 April 1952,
T That the WASP sailsd Trom Horfelk, Va., eh 22 Abril X¥&6E,
and rendezwoussed at sea with Task Group 88.1 on 23 spril 1852,
8s That after rendezvous, all three vessels wsre procesding as
a part of Task Group 88.1 under the command of Resr Admiral

L YRR £ = UsW, s OO, ambarked in the 5. 5. B
WORCESTER (OT —1”4‘ to raport to the opsrational control of

Somnander SIHETH Flaet in the HMediterranean srea.

. , ﬁ Nl AQCIE
CONPIDENTIAL L A
.‘{ y ¥ . ssifcaticn canoelied ((}b-};ﬂ'g&d_’m
ORMATION tasancaton M sui’m;w . Wygz%fa
i‘:— “/ :;3.4 ‘} _‘______,_
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T en Poute, preparatory to conducting a:
ing night atfacks by alreraft from the WAS
3

Da Ent te Instruetions of TG 88,1, &% about OTOD ao
28 Carrier Uit 88.1.1 1left the remainder of Task
Grc proceeded in a Northeasterly directi n, the WASP
ir cps
45

O
rations
n the remainde:

Ha!

o
L X3
=
Y ped e

26 April, Carrier Tmit
B3 priscw La Bgaotsicy
lision occurrads:

10. That after lsavini the Tesk Group on 2
88,%L.1 conducted the folleowing air operati
mansuvers, in tThe execution of whi c

{(2) Wine plane daylight 1aunana1d recovery,

(k) Ten pleape night laimch, commencibg BNl &n attanle the
renainder of the Task (Group, which bore South distant
about 50 milss.

In beth the above operations, ths nOuﬂﬁN and HORBRSOE acted
ag plane guards, cceupying plane guard statlons 1 and 2, respech~
1?16‘:3.3’ 2

collision cecurred, were conducted with p

Lls Thatl a1l &f -the foregning opeFitionyg and
ron
under the following operatlional dirsctives

(a) Commander 5ECTTD ¥iset QOperation Order Z=52. \Akﬂ¢blﬁ G4)
(b} Commander Cruiser Division !bUE? Commander Task Group
=

Commander Task ¥orcs B8, Gommanaur B it 1l Divisio
FOUR Opsration Plan.:l-51, except Annex ¥B™ therecof.
{Exhibit 63)

e
o
R

o
&
8.1, Operafion -JFder A=Epfs (EXOiBEiT &3)
3
iF

,,,z

12. That Capltair , Who had been on the bridge inter-
ittently throughout the svening, was on ke bridge or thse WASP
t the time of the collision and had been for about 15 minutes
immediately preceding ite

13 That Captain . wg whem H& ob bserved the HOBSON turning
lafE just pricy Te the Cnllislon, asgumed the conn of the WiSP,
and had ths conn at the times of the cellisicne
14, That other perecrme]l atiiachaed o, and on the bridge of, hhe
W SP jmnediatsly prior bto and at the cellision were;
Commandsr . s e SN, Execiblwe Bffibems
Lisutenant g - | ‘ U3NR, Officer of the
Daeck {C0OD); _
Iisutenant s B - TENR, Jinior OFF{ses
of the Deck {JOOD):
Fnsign N - 3 UsHR, Junior Orficser
of the Wateh (JOOQW):
i, s oy UBN, engimes crcer te Tsér“ph;
¢ BN, USH, qua“u°F1A%’é?%G1 the watecly

ww

i
of 5 s

<3
2




wa et

15, That Lisut

fommanding cfficer of the

of the colliszion, and had

18, That Lieutenant Commander
HOBSON when the turn signal
aircralft was sxecuted,

collision,

ITF e Tl oriaer

HOBSON,

include

d

M3, USN,

¥

S&, USHR,

_ USH, helmsman
boatswain?®

messeinlgsr;

= 2
s mate of ths

SN UsN, lee helmgmang
3N, USNE, JX cirecult talkery and
dbqﬂ UBH,; 148 cirzeoitt tallsers

epnant uommapder William J.

:.J.LJ i) &«-‘—},
been the

for co

approximately fouw
and retaLnec it until the

Tierney Gtook

Tiermey,
was on
o simge DEiTE

over
into the wind
minutes bs
el ligbhong

ming

the bridge 2t the
to 2000,

the conn of
to recovar
Tore the

the

perscnnel atbached to, and on the bridss of the
-
4

Lisutenant ) IS LT JENR, DOD
Lieutenant {(junior grade) USNE,
JOOD;
y D4, USH, messengers
3, @Ml, USHR, navigating quarter~
masher:
+ BMBN, USN, quartermaster of the
watch;
¢ SN, USN, bridge talksar;
|y BM3, USHN, boatswain's mate of
the watchs ‘
S, USH, halmamen}
5 BW, UBN, englae ordsr tslegraph;
o, @M1, USH, and
_ , HN3, U3H.
18, That Following completion of Tthe night launch mbieh commenced
at 2001, the course of Garrler Uplt 88.1.1 was chamged to 102° T
by bimuL:&Proua burn signal, and that the TOB30Y and RODMAN
remainad at ths same true bearing and range Trom thse WASF, that
is, in the same positions they were ocoupjing as pl ne guards at
she Time of night launchy Wnus,‘at 2200 when the WASE, RODMAY
and HOBSON were on course 102° 7, tu5 the EWBSON ws

aE =

the RODHAY was
WASP .
19, That the

il a

20 .=
f:‘ .L_Li _i.\I

trus bearing o
on

That at about 2210,
FOX SPEEDRD 27 was senlt by

of 2459

above course,
turn and speed cignal was exscuted at appreximately 2221.

by both plane guards.

COR %WL:
szcumx‘

Bl

INFORMATION

Tthe

distant

s fro
a trus bearing 090° disbant 12¢0

spaed 25 kno
i

3000 va m the

WASPF and
vards from the

speed and disposltion wsre maintained

information signal FOX CORPEN
the WASP, and raceipted
E“"?j _% A Y lz‘eﬁimki‘h"* %
LB PR Y AR PR fa BS

Ciagsification (raﬂcn*=ﬂ7(8haa;§ﬁffb
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SUETRTAT i e
SPFEED 27 was

and RIADHAN,
e @xecute was

2ks That &% abolit 225
sant by tine JASF, a
and t%&i abomh 22281
recalpied for by

cubicon of the above signal, ths JASF turned
4 rudder and Incresszsd spsed to 27 knots,

23, That in execubting the fturn the WASP ussd a tagtical diamstar
£ 1500 vards sy prescriped oy ATP L Which was in aeffecta

24, That asg the WASF completed ner turn to about 258° ad just-
manb to course 2507 ¥as ordered by the (ompanding Qfficer of
e WASP? who also at at time personally transmltted the signal
K ConEFEl 250 A The pEFimsey Tacligal it il crdpione

5 e
ewwER o Gf
tho ught

L] T & ¥
el sibnal “Uuu Ooug but commencsd a manseuvsy whic
would put HUBSIN in pcs"tlon more expeaditiousiy.

2%, That the HOBSIN, after receipting Tor ths sesxacubion of the
turn and speed signal, at about 2221, mude a right turn to 1309 7
and incrsased spesd to 27 knots.

a short period of time
3 .

o @
N or left ruddsy, and then mansuversd nis ship
oasta?ly courses, averaging dbo-at Ded™ T, untii the
and ths WASE had ulo sad to approximatesly 1240 yvards
that time, the Commav'i g Qfficer '”". HOBSOH
the leit by using

<3 :'
folilowed by ineresse o L1sTt full, IOLLQM Dy increasa to hard
Jaft.

st a few seconds later, the Commanding Oflicsr of
a

HOLBOK ordersd all encines ahead emerszency lanlc,
struél bhe starboard side of the
an angle of apyroximately 90

33s That the stern section of the HOBSON disappsared under water
immediately after the collision.

caqcaVed] {6

.50 e} shangod—49
- ) by autherity cfcmussmffc




54, That the Commanding 0fficer of the WASP, as soon as bs noted
Ehe HOBSON in & Laft twrn, Jjust prior o ths cellision, swvdered
all engines 1% CK EMERGENCY PULL, that this order was properly and
promptly trensmitted, and that execution started prompily.

38, That at tims of colllision, the WASF had slowed hsrx
revolniloms frow 208 APN shead, {rewludldns for 2 kneots]l o
aprroximately S0 RPM ahead.

>8. That at time of collision, the WASP was adjusting course
from 281% T to 250° T with seven degrses lert rudder, and was
on an approximate heading of 238° 7, aspeed approximatsly 22
knocts through ths' water,

- 37. That at tlme of collision, the HDESQL way it.a ESTE ftums
with hard left ruddeyr, heading approximately 348° o, speed
approximately 22 knots through the water.

38, That as a result of this collision, the bow of the WASPE
penstrated &t lepast itwo~fhilrds thraugh the HOBIIN.

B Thai a* and immediately after the eollision, thes following
emﬂfﬂeﬁcy rders wsre gilven by the Commanding Officer of the

l L, P a

Lis llision Quarters

2s Turn on all lights

3e han overboard

4, 4way ¥ire and Hescue Party
5. Lower all boats

the following emergency ordsrs ware giv
: g Gims-of the golllision, but were made
sctive due To the immediacy of the collision

5T = — I e Wig 5 i - 1. 3 T = -
STENT) BY FOR COLLISIOW was shoubed by LT 297 7=, 00D.
; =]

j
2. Ths general alarm switch was thrown by Parks, navigating
quartermaster, bubt was not heard.
Se ﬂ;"? bnabqwain' mate of the watch, attempted to
+ L AT

pass the word over the public address sysbem to ABANDOW

o P i

il Whak e e g iTtEnks! @FLg@ed 18 of
bined with the cmer%encv backing F=
the WasF desad in The walter while & s
HOBSON was sti1l1l close to the sta:z of

42, That when 1t appsared the WASP was dead in

propeliler g afts were stopued on ordsres of ths

TJ}_',T uss ol emeirgency erm*qe _.JL;O_,;) proceaura@

4 Fazt TalleEiag the o . the bow ssction of thse HOBSON
awung around azgalnst the s bow oif the WASP, fell away,
and Pinally sank stern Tirst ; o;“ -he zlﬂmoa 4 bow of the
WASP, about fewr minutes afli

? £ by @ “/ t‘f{ﬂf "Jp‘fjgﬂo fc
345 lqdwj o ........ i Jegcd P
. ij L=
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e proximity

45, That rescue operablions were commsncad by the WASP lmme disatsly
aitey the collisich amd inEindsdsi

(o} Toightine. ahip,

(b} Turning on of geavchlights.

(e] Dropping overboard of rafts, 1life Jjsckets and othar

flotation gesar.

(d) ILowering of all eight (&) beats.

{&) Manning deck sdge Tire stations.

(F) Epwerinag of Jlines fnom Ehye £1{ and lowering

declk edgs slevator.
46, That the RODMAN elosed the collision scens expeditiocusiy,
and lowered her only boat which assisted in rescue opsrations.
47 . That the JOQD of the WASP kept visual Waugb of ths HOBSQW
as her relative bearing from the WASP changed from starboard te
port, after which e could longsy follcw her Tiom his position
at the sscondayy tretical circult on the atarboard side of the
bridge.
48 . That the Commanding Officer of ths WASP visually checked the
bearing of the HOBSON through his glasses as it changed from
atarboard to port and noted a continuing changs of that bearing
to the 1lsft as the WAESP completed her turn and stezdisd on course
ghout 280° 1.
4%, That during the turn to course 2600 T no alidade or bearing
cincle was used on the bridge of the WASP to takes bearings of
the HOBEO0N.
50» $hat no means. other than wisuval observetion, were suployed
L oD in WASP, bo determins whe ther ranges

b did not obhssrve ths

51ls ‘that Lieutsnant 8 80
binoculdra from Che tine He gaws the order %o -eol
260 T until after he had ordersd the steersman -
350C 7 from heading of about 260° 7,
52, el JEES after the exescubtion of the turn slgnal the HOBSON
asked the WASP iIf she were to taks pjbht plane gusard recaovery
station number two, and was answered in the alfirmative, Night
plane guard recovery station two was on relative bearimg 270° to
280°, distant 1000 yards from the WASP.
By Tlat PEiRT Ta receiviﬂg the slgunal to Turn into the wind,
the Commanding Qfficer of the HOBSON discussed such a2 bturn with
thea ObD, ILieutenant N el in@lesbed Blp Infentidn e wrrlye
on his plane guard station by firat ehanging courss to 138° T and
then when the WASP bore about 010° T, To make 2 keft turn to the
recowvery QQL‘U?SG@ P o e

4= it
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54: That Lieutenant ¢ Qy, who had previocusly proposed a right
turn and a slowing down ©e 15 khots to TEll info bogitiod,
objiscted to the Commanding O0fficer's plan on the basis that &
left burn to ths recovary course was dangercus, and was Tthen

L
advisasd the maneuver nad Lo bs expedited, and that ths Commanding
Officer would corm The HOB30ON for ths mansuver,

55« That no whilstls signals were used during the mansuver by
either ship.

2z Measure GREEN

56, ‘That both ships wsre operalting wnder T i
two red air-

tghtir
which reguires that ships be darkened except Tor

1. I 10¥
cralft warning all-round truck lights, and certfain carrievy deck
lighting visible from the air, and that no running lights were
shown: prier to the collision by either ship. :
5 That the red alrcraft warning lights were clearly visible on

58, That ATP 1 and ACGP 175 wers consldered to be in sffsct, and
WET & sarrier nit 88.,1.1 prior to and at the time of

58, That the lookouts on both ships were properly positsd, and
were instructed, in addition to Fhelr regular dubties, to be
particuiarly slert for refturning aircraft.
80. That reGOﬂ“s by lookouts in the WASF and HOBSON were oot
made on other vessels within tThe tactical formation, with the
sxcephbion that ¥collision”® was passed by & isoliont in the WESP,
immediately prior bto the colllision.
6ls That during the maneuver in which the HOB30N was attempting
to adjust her position on the WASP, radar ra nges were regularly
transmitted From the HOBSON's CIC To conn and relayed by the
bridge balker %o the Commanding Offilcer, and the Commanding
gificer of the HOBSON was observed persoma?Wv to take Tregusst
1 bearings on the WASP, uwdllkdy & peiorus. Rangss of 1763,

and T80 yprde, and Faloming Task,”® were furnished by tha
ON's CIC, bub exact times are not known.

ha HOBSON reached a heading of 130° T at which time 1t appeared
Lo bear OﬁSO T to 048° 7; howevsr, *h@ alidade in uss was fogged
and he was nct suwre of this bearinge

62« That the 02D of the HOB3I0R took a bsaring ocn the WASP when
g

63, That a short time later, when the HOBSOWN was brought to an
approximate heading of 090° T, the 00D estimated that the dis-
tance of closgest p int of approach to the WASP would bhe about
800G j;"ﬁl‘ds °

64, That the Fforegeing ¢stimabte was bassd on an assumed tactical
diameter ol 1200 yards Ifreom WASE.
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85+ That at the time the range bstween the HORID
aporoximately 1240 yards, as determined in CTC o
the CIC officer on watch called through ths voic
bridge: "What the hell is going on?H®

868, That the JO0OD of the HOBBON heard the forsgoling quest:
and answersd that the Captaln had the conn and was in the
process of maling a turn,

87. That Lieu enant 1. r&y warned the uommanalnb Qfficer of the
HOB SOM Just afifgr her lsft turn and prior to u011lsLon, that
rangss Go the WASP were closing "too darn fast

68, That during the maneuvers prior to and after collision, no
confusion was apparent on the bridge of the WiA3P.

69, That during the maneuvers prior te collision no confusio
was apparent on the bridge of the HOBSON.

iy

4

W, Thit ab 2500 oo B Anril. on orders of Commander Taslk Group
88.1, Rear Admiwal . ... /E?:' USH, {Commandsr Sersen
Univ buaﬁﬁﬁ, im, the U.S8.3., STHIBLING {WD—hG?‘ in company with
the U,5.3, O'HARE {DD~889) and the U.8.8. ¢ uﬁY {DD=-817)
procesded toward the collision scene, arviving st the scene
about 0015, 27 April 1952, '

hJ

-5
[

3]

71l. That on the imminent approach of Rear Admiral &%  the wasp
left the cellision scene, leaving her bo;t to continue the searc
foy survivors, aand proecesded to recover her aireralt, which wers
Jow on Tuel, using the RODMAW and GOR?V as plane guapdse

72, That at about 0015, 27 April 1952, Rear Admiral &~ Stook

charge of ssarch and rescue opsrations at the scens of the

collision, using the STRIBLING and O'HARE, and the sight WASP
& TT2

boats which remained at the scens on the departure of the WA3P,
RODMAY and CORRY.

B

7%, That the WASP was abls to make 10 kneots, and between 0030
and 0050, 27 April 1952, recoversd her aireraft without mishap,
with approximabsly 20 knots of wind over the deck.

Y&, That after rvecovery of the alrcraft, the WASP, CGORRY and
HODMAW returnsd te ths collisicon scene, and T & 11,ue Lwo
vessels assisted in further ssarch and reéscua operations.

5. That se arca and rescus oceraulong contimred until 0730,

27 April 19532, at wiich time, Copmender Screen Unit 88.1.4
consgidered tnab there was virtually no possibility of finding
additional surviveors

78, That all Mnown HOBS0N survivors were transferred to the WASP
prior to her arrival at Gravesend Bay, Wew Jersey, on 6 May 1952,
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77s That the HOBSON was a bLotal loss, including all log books,
publications,, records, equipment and other material aboard her,

78. That ths eest of the HOBSON less armament and recent
conversion costa, was $§6,055,5893.67,

T9; That the HOBSON was a 1630-ton destrover minssweepsr of
the BRISTOL class, with overall dimensiocns as follows: length,
348 Test; beam, 36 feabs

80, That the WASP is a 38,000-ton carrier of the E3SEX class,
with ov Wall dimensions uS follows: length, 898 feebt; beam,
145 fs

8l, That as a result of the collision, the WASP suffersd damapge
as snown in Hxhibits 24 and 85,

22, That Tthe egest of repalrs to the WASP amounted o approximatel
£1,005,234, '

B3, That the WASP was commissicned from 8 reserve status on
10 September 18951,

84, That the HOB3ON was commissloned on 22 January 1842, and
had besn in cemmission since that date.

80, That Ceptain 17/Qj tgsumed command of the WASP on 10
September 1951,

86. That The total experisnce of Captain i?j’  In carrisp—- .
type vessels 1s approximately gseven years, during 11 months of

wilch he was 1n command of a CVE, and 8 months in command of a
CVe

8% That ILisubenant Commander Tierney assumed command of ths
A0BSON on 17 March 195E.

88, That the Gebal experience of Lisutenant Commender Tlerney

Lroyer=Gtype vegsels was approximately two years, duriang
anout six months of which he waa in command of an APD, and five
weeka in commend of the HOB3ION,; during which time the HORBSON
was at sea only aboult 7 days, and w1bu 8 Teask Group anly abant
2% davys.

89, That Lieutenant Commander Tlerney, in execubing the "Purn
280 ~ Spesd 2I¥ =3gnal that preceded the collision, was carrying
out an Vﬂiuuiuﬁ to procsed te night recovery plame guard stabtior
numbar TWO for the flrst time since he had besen Commanding
Officer of thi HIBSOW.

90, That ths draft of the WASPF bhefors forward,
2&EF %y alh, 2V % after selliside | forward, 341
6%; aft, B6' 6®; afber cerrection bf b S
v o FoTe) = 1 i :
@%: arn, 2Bt T%, .
I
& {cancslied) {Sammad—4p \
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LS
gl. Tnat the dralt of the “0-30% bsfore colligion wag
N e b b T AT (35 3 o o s iE
approstirataly: Fforsard, 14" B%] &t 13V 8%,

apounts of wariable
W&re as shoun 1n

general distribution and amount

o 2
ol = LA i
te in the FOB3ION prior Ge sollisipne

secords exlst ol the

dity unkmewn) and

G4, That comparbmsnts of the Wi3p f1 ik
the causs of ¢1ooding ars as shown in Xxhibiq

95, That mateplal condition of readliness YOUHE was set in the
Waah at the timse of collision,

t material cond :ion of readiness BAREY was zet in the
n the Lime oo col i gion.

stens taken in the WisSP to cor
are degeribed in Exnhil

at in the WASP there was no failurs, or aspsci:
ive performance, of damage control materiel in

99, That precsding the recovery, of the
WASP had signalled that speeds 1in ¥nots would not
ke regqulrad.

L ding, Ghe WESE bogd i
P 27 Eamhsa

101. That preceding and at btime of collision, tae HOB3ON had
two boilers omp, the line, glving an estimated available speed of
205 knobs.

102, That theifwspsmitter of the primary tacrtical mansuvering
and warning cireult in the RODHAN was defective, and for that
reason the *e‘bndary tactlcal cirecult was being used for tactica
signals and messages by Carrier Unit 88.1.1 at the time of the

] 4 smtislactorily at about 2200,

coali,imzﬁ~a 1d had been teste

103. That at 2126 thsre had been a radio check of Tths primary
tactical circuit by WASP and HOB3ON, with indiffersnt results.
104, That the porit alidade of tine HOBS s and thak thH
non-telescopic bsarlng circle was used board pelorus,
dize to binding af the tolégcediv allideds ony | b pelorwss

105. That dus to loss of radiation, th
rface gearch in ths WaSP, failed aft
turn to the recovery couffss, and was
agaln about the time of the e 01 ision.
= =
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168 and 105 above, the
YiES

&
Ol

material condifl ;SP and H was good, and both
ships were ready for sea,
':-.C'P i a it 2 Adr Toavieos Ty I B ) et i
[%5F 18 a4 vnlT of A1y Fovice, Us 3¢ 4tlamtic Fiselh;
arrier Division Six, 8e uopd Floemg
108, That the HOBSON was a unit of Mine Force, U. S. Atlantic
Fleet, assigned to Line Division 3ixty Two, Sscond Flest.
A 109, That the tactical organization of Taslk Group 58.1 at the
I time of the coplllision was as 1lhdicated 1In Exnlibit 85,
i : ¢
130, fat gt the Elite of the Flilipg from Charlesten th Bl #eeril
195, thare were on board the HOB3ON 237 olficers snd men,
131. Thath oty @8 April 1852, Qegar Te Bufeleti,: " ¢ o4 EBTZ,
SN, from Mins Division Sisty Two was transferred aF:%%Q Crom
the RODMAY to the HOZSCW
1ig, That on £S5 Aeril 1853, while HODSOH was
Jogeph Ot'Lsary @qagy 34, USNR; lost his
accident, and Aat s body nad been baken on
b .5.3., PAWCATUCK (AO0-108).
4
-
s 237 officers and men of Ghe HQBSON on bo
her at g Eile of esllislen;-174 losfl Thalir lives as &
result of the collisicn, and 81 survived ths disaster.
114, Theat all af thé surviving perscrmel cof the HOBZON were
| examined after the collision and the nature and extent of their
injuries, and the plate and sxtent of thsir hospitalization ars
i as set forth Lp Exhibit 62.
115, That the fellowing named naval personnsl on board the
“ HORSON died by drowning, or Irom undeteﬂmiiable i Sl ilers o ~Ery 128
April 1952, at or about 2225 or ilmmediately thereaftsr, as a
regult of the eellision between the Wﬁ"? and the HOBSON
B MAME SERVICE NO. RATE
“ william Erby Allen SA
Michael (n) Amico WA

fawrence Allen Antley
George (n) Arayaes

David Henry Baker 1
Harold K. Baker
Sam Robert Baker
Andrew J. Balzer ;

Avihur Joseph Bass
Brracio Luclano Becker
Gary Richard Behnle
"Tm mgm Bejlh
W fam Jearld

i -

Rerry

ie Ray Blackburn




SERVICE HO. R4 TH

ILouls Ellis Bleemilisld SN
Alvin Carl Bond &
Leroy {n) BSoney spz

Julian Richmond Bﬁoier Jr, TIPS
Wallace J. Braunschwei RS
John Jossph Brennan jﬁsw
Buell Calvin Breuwer FCS2
James iSﬂTy Brobst Jr, 3B
Joseph T. Brogks Jr. TIMCS
Hobert &llen Brooks
Clayton Hddie Bryant®

Hriniest Boyd Baclkner
Oscayr Iee Burechstt
Dwight Lincoln Bury
Wiliiam Thomas Callahan
Harold Raymond Carlison
Patrick Eugens Carr
Casimiy Martim Chrobak
John Joseph Clements Jr.
John Monreoce Cefer
Paul L. Cole
John Peter Comins
Richard Davis-Jornalil
William denry sostello
Samuel 1arw1n bfaVef

Richard ILeies Cropsey

&8 L
Borter Lovelacs ”fObu sl GuS
Merrill Harshal ¢ulham ' ‘ ;ig“
Donald Lawrence (utler BN
Bagil Davis ) QI
Jerry Purdin Dawis SN
James Donald Degaglia SN
Norman James Deusl %
CFErank Anthony Dlngman BT

Herman James Duke WA
Jo ephr {n) Dunst e

amus] Pauvl Earnst RS
Harfy Toung Higenbrey sa
Hobert Utho Bksenach . SKSN -
Roland Trenton Ellis A
Gluey {n) Enfinger Fa
Edward Hiles Erwin MUEN
James Richard Fey Sk
ames &lols Flannery T HMS
Boyd Fa Flayd L2
James Douglas Gleason N
freodore Gould ITII Ensign
ﬁdlon francis Grammer Jr. SR

Roy 3ilas vrﬁﬂﬁ$ﬁ I RSN
"har les William Hannigan 1Y
Dow Frenkliin Haray N
Harisy John Haugen SH
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e d
Wil
Hugo Clearonce Herman
Nod William Hess
Williaw James Hogen

)
oo
i~
>
e

Heitala
Hoplkins

Nester
Aubert Denning

Trenton Alberi Hummsl
Homer ¥, Jones

Qtis W. Jories

Prank W, Klimauskas
TonEng B, Kliag

Jomm M, Hotzman

I
Joseph R. Kovack
Hobert D. Kreger
¥Kazan P. Krulchalk
chariles - P
Raymond C.
Harold L.
Frank Lacio
Cezorge.DuePlains Iambext
Jack H. Lamison
William R. Laverty

i S N
L&

o
K LLj._.J,__

.

Morrlis Lebert
nbie M. Res .
Joseph A. Leomard
Karl E. Lewis

Lawrence G, Eindsay

Bdward Liska

‘“\._ —

Glarence H. Lows

William S. Manafield

Al fred W. Marbin

Ceecil R. Mauzsy

Charles Wayns McZanultbty

Jame s Thomas Mebrids (\\ g
Fack Hagan icCord =
Robert Dwain Millington ;
william Preston leCrory

James Hareld McPFarlans

Stanley ieManus
Francils J. Mer
Carl ¢, Hilton

Beobert A. Hocella
Harold. David Morgan
James Richard MHoss Jr.
Kenneth ILeRoy Mullin
Jamss HNave Jr.

Thomas Michasl Noonan
Caglmer 4. Norloek Jr.
Richard ILee NHorman
Robert Guy
Edward Jo
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SgthGL Ha,
Hobert Jarred Ortlip
Proc tor Pdilin Pains
Svady {n) Patterson
Ipwin Leroyg Phllilhs
Holand Henry Pothi

Hobert Jacikson Potcs
Jossaph Noel Praul
Bolegslaw Racinowski
BEdmund Lse Bead

BEddie Jay Rssves
Heginold Rhodes
Donsld Franlklin Roth
Richard &llen Hoyce
Thomas Charles Sawyer
Hopkines Ssel
ward Swan Jr.
Hichard Dale Sherrill

Jack Wendell Shore
Richard Perwy Sites (ﬂ\

John Braxton Slater =
Cnaries David Smith Jr. \\\\E:j
David Howeth Smith -
Robert William 3Jterling ]
Montle Hea Southworth
Jamas Grayvson Story Jr.
Paul Korth 3wssny
Homer Dean Yannerp
Joseph Albert Torrisi
William Jossph Tlernsy
David Arthur Turner '
Lewis furheﬂ

i Michael U

z

& w3 iy s
ATTIUY

Feorgse

L
i
":—-J;E
@

e

’r*"":

by

Rl

Willia
Roberi Bugene vlﬂcunt
Richard Harcell Vogitman
Timer Houston Wegnep \“mm,/
Horst Huge Wagner
Nelson E. Wessel
Benjamin {(n) Wwhite
Eevin Scott Whit

&
Robert Paul White
Chester Jullan Wi
Joseph M. Walton
wWilliam Josseph Warhol

Wal ter Erich Wassertheurer
in S8mith Wallace

s Lester Webb

Warren ﬁlbert Wa;hin@tOﬂ

Bolhy Gharles Willls
Righard Elvin Williis
Rober® anafd Willis

Jos David Willms
Branclis Kenmeth Folfe J5s o
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Jame s
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shere
h.i’f.)\.n.‘) af
drewiling.

i G EN
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died
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FI2REE
and azs a
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_J._'_.
o pll=peiree ol B .S
and extent kol
respective
LIy T T
FEGN UBH
o E e ] J o et e =1 . 1
Submersion, nontratal laveraticns, abrasion

;nc UILONS .
i & ] AT
US3 (C ‘f""lS) 10 dava,

lacers

Sh& USH
Wi
) LS
Sawlﬁr”ﬁon, nonfatal wi | REsEera Tiang,
and eontusions.
= _ i g
sk {CV=18)
n
i BT

ad conbu
> aayso

" ‘, - - TRE USH
buunw ’ 1, abrasions
-Up amilt e AT
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noe WS
submersion, nonfatal
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Submerziomn,
bogbu31cns.
Uss WASE (OV=18) 10 Adgvs,

nbusions. ’
S5 WASP (CV=18) 7 dave.

bﬂum@r»1u4, nonfatal wiith

B om
contusions, pe

USS WASP (Cv-IB) 3 days.

P (CV-18) 7 days.

TUSY WAS

n

bTeﬂﬁinL, nonfatal wlith

nonfatal with m

el

i B e e
LG LS80S LI s ,

noy lacsrations,

Submersion, nonfatal with minor lacer a?vonb,

contusions,
USS WASP (CV=18) 3 days.

]
L 3

L [
USS WASP (CV«18) 3 days,

Submersion, nonratal with

contusions,
UsSs WASP (CV—lS) 3 dayse

submersion, nentatal with

contugions. ‘
USS WASP (CV-18) 3 days.

Submersion, nonfatal with

~abrasions.
USS WASP (CV=18) 3 daysg.

5 - A

PR 73 (\j
TUSS WASP \cv—ls) 3 days.

Submersion, nonfatal,
¥o other -injuried.

USS WASP (CV~18) 3 days,

Submersd 1on, nonfatal with
contusions,

minor laceratvions,

minor lacerations,

minor laecsratiocns,

minocy lacerations,

UsS3 WASP (cV-18) 5 dayse

sy ;.». el

C‘\Jﬁ'\i 'EJI
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FT2  USH

MET UsH

RMIN sy
abraslions and

RDSN USH

QM3 UsN
zbragions and

803 UsH
abrasions and

SA TSN
contusicnas and

RMSN = UsH

IC3 USN ‘
abrasions, and




vf)
| 8<‘b so
P :

. - WEE R et s 3 | - | - :
_Jﬂfatdl wita minar leacerstions, abrasieons and

1&) & Aiirs,

; | B Uan

ew

USS WASP \CVHIB} 7 days&

Ao FFFH  USH
Submersion, nonfatal with minor 1aceratlons, contusions an 1

abrasions.,
USS WASPE {CV-lB) 3 daysa

RMSN  UsN
= el e, =TT S e %
submersion nonfatal with minor scontusions and abrasions. ]
USS WASP (CV=18) 10 days. .. Bl R :
' L — ——  e—————— == = v e — — —
] ) o RMS3 USI0
! Submersion, nonfatal with minor lacerations, ab BSlOﬁ“ and
¢ contusions.
] USS WASP (CV-18) 1 day.
i - - , ¢SC - USN
l[ = &2 T — SR S — ] Sk
§ » = e Jubmersion, nonfatal with minor lacerations ==
] contusion and*abrasions, R R :
3 USS WASP (CV-18) 10 deys. e ""ﬁ“--‘~~——a;
E B Ce . e m e e MWMM%,_?Wﬁﬂ_*;;LWT
L Fh 1 SRS
g bubme“ ion, nonfatal, HMultiple moderately severe lacerations
¢ with minor abrasions and contuslionse.

USS WASP {CV-18) 10 dayss
FN Usy
supmersion, nonfatal with mincer lacerations, abra asions and

.contusionsg.
USS WASP (CV-18) 7 dayas

Ly

‘ : _ ROE USK
Submersion, nonfatal with minor lacerations, abragions and
contusionse T -
USS WASP (CV-18) 3 days.

. - : MM UsH
Submersion, nonfatal with mincr Ltacerations, abrasions and
> contusionss. e
US3 WASP {(CV=18) 10 dayss

118, That the following named naval pers nnel aboard the HOBION,
P not regquiring hOSplt&llV%LlO“, gurvived the collision between
i ' the WASP snd the HOBSCE and vwf_ured submersion, minor lacer ations

) abrasions, and contusions, andegere admitted to the sick list
- of the WASF for examLpatgg@; Bh¥ccord purposes oniVe
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119, That there were no deaths or injuries to any perscmnsl of
the WASP, as a result of the collision.

120, That following the collision Lieutenant Comwander Tierney
want inte the water from Ehe pert bridge windehield, and after
three or four seconds was not seen again. '

1231, That the collision occurred in water where International
Rules of the Road are applicable,

at on the day preceding the collision, Commander Task
8.1l.4, ReariAdmiral @&y had sent oubt a message, Exhibit
' ips of the screen umit, whieh thenm included the
ing expeditious maneuverinba

the WASPF was the guide during the mansuvers in which
Unit 68.l.1 Was nwaged prlEE $o and at thde time of
collision, and that with respect to the naval maneuver in which
the ships were engaged, the WLSf as guide af ths [ormatlen,; hed
the right of waye.

124, That Article 533 of ATP 1 directs that a sm2ll ship must

not hamper the movements of a Jarge ship; %that ships which are
ot in station are not to hamper those in station; however, ships
in station should not stubbornly maintain their course and speed
ir dangef af collision exists.

128+ Thal Article 478 (a4 and ¢) of USF 2 dikects that small

more maneuverable ships shall avoid hampering the movemsnts of
latge hlpa withln & formAdtion, anps that pardl brlar;y they should

mpt fto cross the bow of a large ship unlsss ample ssa
room 18 &Vallable, the mansuver 18 r&juired and is thlOUbly sarla
for all concerned; that, 1f any doubt exists, 1% is incumbent
npon the smallsr vesssl to cross astern; that a clear gituation
ghould not bs changed lnto an awlkward one, sither through lask
of timely indicatichm to uthers of ths smallér ship's 1qtant

or Irom an lmpatisnt ha§§§ in accomplishing the movement.

.:‘4 ?mﬁ% = 2 "
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LEE, Taas ﬁwti‘le 924 oi USFE 4 directs tuat station units

required o perform an evolution within a formation, or when

changing Jrom one formaticn to another in obsdienecs to a

maneuvering -Signal will ay01d courses whilch cross clope ahead

of ther ships, and states that turns should be mads away rather

than towards obthisy sShipse

187, Thew with sefgiengs to Ariieles 101 =nd BHo el ALF I, kas

WASE 13 & iarge ship and the HOBSOQN a small ship; with reference

to article 472(a) of USF 2, the HOBSON 1s a smaller, more

mansuvsrabls siide.

128, That the Camsendlitg GIEtesr of the HUEABOR Ald mot, Guriesg

the maneuvear 1 which Tthe collision occurred, »lobt or cause Lo bhe

plotted the treck of hie ship in Peiation Teo the WASP,

129, That the Commanding Officer of the WASP did not, during the

maneuver in which the collision occurrsd, plot or cause to bs

plotbed the track of his ship in relation to the HOBRSOW,
preceding the -ol“ision the tyrack of
shiiponpd bher €hargdcteristileg, wsiag

B,
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J»ht iliuht eperations, &nd ths &ht launch
Unit 83.,1.1, on 28 April 1952, wers condacted
A .

2
nd the night o

ama the day launch and recovery, a
pla guard station number two, occupied by the HOESON
during thoss operations, differ in position from the night plane

guard recovery station number twa.

&t the commencement oi day 1light operations on 28
Ehe OUC in the @ASP stavioned his plane guards,
LSP
il

I_Jiws
o

and W ; 17 shelk plans pimrd siations prisr tno
o Lo the lauDGthé Gl

eaded undsr her own power on 28 Apeil 1952,
52, in Gravesend Bay, New Yorlk.
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CPINIONS

1. That the chronologiesal seguence of events leading up to the
collision hetween the U,8.8, WASP (CV-18) and the U.H.85. HOBSON
{(DuS-26) Wwas as follows:

(a) diright bturm by Carrier Unlt 88.1.1 to BES® T. . froam LAZD ¥,
and spesd, increase from 25 to 27 knobs, wsrs OPODUP¢f ordered by
the OFC in WASP, and receipted for by ths HOBSON and the U.S5.8.
RoDMAN (D¥S8-21) at approximately 222Q, and the sxecution was
properly sent gnd receipted for at 228l.

L. f

o

(b) This turn was not appreciably different from that indi-
cated 1o a previous Inrformsiion swgnal, ssnit at mbgut B216, whidh
gave estimated rscovery ceurse of 2653V T, and speaed 27 knots; se
that ample time was avallable for the HQBBON to plan the change

or plans guard position required of her.

c) The original plan of the Commanding Qfficer of the HOBSON
in EAG axscubion of the turn signal was to go to 27 knots, and
to maks an 1nitial right turn from LP2° T to 130° ¥, followed
by a left turn to recovery course when WASP bore about Jla® T,

() The apove plan was abandoned by the Commanding Qfficer

.of the HQBSON after steadying for a short time on 130° 7, at

which timé he sxecuted & seriss of brief course alterations;on
an average course of about 080° T, prior to making a final sharp
left turn to about 3489, which turn placed the HOB3ON sguarely
across thée bow of the W&SJ, which was then heading about 258° T,

e) The WASP commenced a standard right turn to 260° T at

in accordance with signal, sxecuted it properly, came

ourss 261° T, then was coming lsft using about ssven degrees
or to adjust course to 250° T, and was on heading about £58° 7
when the collision occcurred.

(P? The order to adjust coursse to 250° T was given by the
Commanding MTicer of the WABP during the original hurn te 281°0 7,
at the Bime WASP had reachsd a heading of about 258° T, and this
order was Passsd psraonally by the Commanding Qfficer over ths
primary €tactical cireuit microphone as MIEE CORPEN 250.

(g) The primary tactlcal circuit was not in use during the
night mansuvers, due te a faulty primary transmitter in RODMAN,
and the MIKE COHFEN signal was not passsd over the sscondary
tactieal circuit,which was in use; and since no one in the HRODMAN
nor any survivors of the HOBSCON heard MIKE CORPEN 250, it is not
believed that ths Commanding Ofricer of the HOBRSON ﬂear& the
CORPEN signal,

(i) The HEBSC0N had already entered her final left turn about
the time ths Oonmdndln* Ofificer of the WASP spolks the MNIKE CORPEN
gnal into the tactical cireult microphone, and it is
1iav ] & Lgnal had been recsived by the Command-
i Et would not, at that

;“; the evoclution. time{ h%ve affect-
Ty INFORMATIQN;

?3




Boay- A ence of events, the simultanecus traclks, hsadings
and times two ships were as shown on the following attached
diagram LS :

. PR

agt f L
normal mar : properly brderfad, and could have bosyn safely
”hebuceda
s L mant Bhe Lt it OF - Glue Oj&um across the bow of the WAsp
waa the dirsct cause ol the col 14 8ion,

By -
the HOB

”G‘

dua »

ol PTs
a depar

immediate danger.”
"whis eass is not considersd to be an ®end on, or nearly end
an,® situgption, Article 18; o 4 Yoresaing" 'sltuatién, srvicle
¢ o the short ranges, aund to the speseds anrd course changes

'T‘V'l

poth ships in extremls.

7 &, {L.—
arfiss=
kil
BORSL G
asg sat
8 o rjh
ciamet
g SR
have p
a good

16, Ehat

Lo diesr

1l. Th

Destroyer Fletilla FOUR) influenced the Commandi

ths HE

SECURITY It

egard shall bs had to all dangers of navigation and

12t in this case, the Commanding Qfri

uver into thes wind for ths Carrier Unlt was a

|-t
¢]
o]
i
&}
L

nal left twuwrn, the Comwmanding oFff

at in makin s =
ed a grave error in judgmend,

B0H comml
s during thils maneuver wers gowvernsd, as they
tons wnere a rilsk of collision might bscome a
Article 2Y, International Rules of the Road,

emeral Prudential Rule, Articls 27: 1In obavﬁnﬂ these rules

ion, and to any special circumstances which may render
rture from thse above rules necessary in order to aveid

sd in the signalled mansuver.

& Suduan left turn of the HOBSON, at about 2224, placed

at the evolution originally planned by the Commanding

r of the HOASON to rsach his new station during the mansuver
formation to reeovery cowrse, involved unnecessary and
erable risk; and was in viclation of govsrning directives,
forth hereinafter in paragraph 12;

at the HOB3ON was not turning with any definite tactical

pr @nring ber syelulich lasgdiwmg wp to- the selilslon,

cer ne HOB30W ceuld
redicted the positicon of the WASP threughout her turn with

degree O accuracy.

n this ease, the Commanding Officsr of the WASP could
t course and speed of fthe HOBSCN in proceeding
asgignsd plane guard station.
at the messages from Commander Sereen TUnit 88.1.4 (Comsander
ng ' ficsy of

BBON te endeaver To oxpedite his evelution.
g

CONFIDE!
i \.I '




12+ That Lieutenant Commandsr Tiernsy, Commanding Officer of the
HGB30N, was derelict in his dutles in that he failed to comply
with U. y Regulations, Artiecles QY01 and 0751, which assign
the com ficer Pebpons%bilitv for the salfety of his ship
=8 ol s vanaee of every precaunbtion prescribed by law
{imelundi instrustiong) te pravent collis.on on the high
geag, 1lun the following respsctal

(2} Violabion of Aritlele 287, International Rules ef the Rozd
(Gensral PFrudential Ruls).

on of Article 22, Intsrnational Rulss of the Road.
ugh dimseted by the Rules aof the Road %o keep out
the other vessel did not do so, butb ecrossed

(¢) Violabion of Article 23, Interaational Rulss of the Road.
Tha HOBSGON did not slacken her spsed, stop or rsverse,

Fiolatien of ATP 1, driials 533 The HOBEOE, & swall
shipr, hampered the movements of the WABF, a largs ship.
ls

{e) Vielution of USF 2, Articls 478(a) and (¢). The HOBBOYN
hampersd the movements of WASP; crossad the bow of the WASP when
it was not safe; changed a clear situation into an awkward one
by ladk of tiwmely ingloation te ofliers of ber intent, snd through
an impatient haste to accomplish her evolutions

() Vielatlien gf BAF 4, 4rtirie -394 The HOBSCON sttempted to
Cross iJ&&d w4 aqd turned towards inst %d of away from Tthe WARFE.

That the above derelict

dpms- gty by §
ey were dus To poor Jjudgment, whlch in

isutenant Commander
turn was dus prin-

Se

Tiern > e
¢ipally Hos

() His inexpsrisneé in command of DD type vessels, and in
particuﬁ_laﬁ:’ his Lakk 6f saberienicoe Lo g HUBSGH, command of which
he had held only about ifive weeks, durihg which tims she had been
2 ged ol dlaigd W d..l}fS, of which Q_fl.i_'y' 5% d;lys wers spsnt Wt
a Taslk Groupe.

(b} His confusion at & critical tims, when he changed left
from course 130° T, and his complete loss of grasp of the rapidly
moving tactical situation, as & result of the Tollowing factors:

with ships darkened, except for visibls wrad

(1} Night,
- fryek llghts,

{2) High cilosing vate of -the two shﬁws brousht aAbout by
high speeds and by HOBSBON's gsnerally Q90° headings.

(3} His deslre to effect a rapid uﬂaﬂé in station.

(4} His incorrect assumpiion of & tactical diameter of
L2040 yards for WAESP, instead of the 1500 she was
using.

CORFil
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S fhat the reapon for the Linal Ieft turn of the HURSON, whisch
g¢d to the collision, ia dirficult of explanation; howsver, these
thres possible ax plapatluﬁb are offervd for this acticn on the
part of ILieubtsnant Commander Tierney:
(a) That becoming completely confused, and having lost the
tac"“cal picture, he mistakenly cuntinued to believe that he could
furn 1t into pesition, and so ordsred "left ruddsr®.

fpe deeided Bzalndd his
ny one, and really

a1z
i e} : % would have placed
i ;i Sl tend ut Gk inadvertsntly ordered
ey :nddaz“, inten dlnu o ordar Vright rydder®. That he endy
became consciocus oi his error when, from the wing of ths bridge
he opserved his shiipis head swinging left and he then felt it
ol oy 1Ebe e avoid a wlligien szeepi by aceelaswaflang Lie 1E8PT

turn and speed, for which he gave ths proper orders,

1 ”hﬂ* he made, Lthrough insxperience, an error in his
gstimate ol the targst angle or courss, or both, of the WﬁSP,
twrneg laft e clzar her, and thewrsby plaged his ship in extrouisd
s & maﬂguvo” in which the collision occurred involved, for 7?:
tis § j one of the more difficult svolutions that is required:
of & plane guard destroysp; hseely, one that involved a cLange
on the OL¢MV from ons station to ancothsr statian, clozer to Fha
gu;qa, juring a counterwmarch mansuver, at Enr beginmning of whiech
the ship is astern of the guide, and which, S case, rsgulrsd
of Lh HOBSUN changes of courae and spsesd onm a dark night, with
ships darkened except for visible red truck lights, and at high
Tormation spesed wiith no reéserve spesd lmusdlabtely available.

17« That there was nd derel
collision on the part ol Lis ; _ 5
QXﬂ U, 8. Naval Reserve, officer of the deck of the

L
N Gy
=ik ) e

18. That Captain /(O {—‘Om..ﬁ@?’l@, ing Qificer of ths w:,:_r‘,—kSPS was
negligent in his 8 failed to compl 1
Navy Regulatlons, Art: s 08 ) rnic siz "
respectively, responsibility, as senior officer present, for the
safety of snips in company; and responsibility, as commanding
Ofpica“ for the safebty of his entire comsard. This opimion as

to ﬂuoll ence is based an the following factors, in that he:

(&) As senior officer present, in planning and in exscubting

the mansuvey which led to the collision:

CONFIDEMEI '
SECURITY INEg




Ordersed 2 maneuver at high gpesd at night,
ot for red btruck lights, which mansuver ha

Y by aiilps who were 1n
day, apd whilch Fegulired am eyol:
i T zolligiong

darlce: 16(1
Tangarssad
time that
invelved risis o

1 C0om Da?’w
EElwn Bl

('1 Ol

{2} Pregcribed a sgpesed Ifur the mansuver that left no
immediately available reserve speed for HOBSON above thse maximum
speed reguired Tor the might;

(3} In miew of might well have bsen more
prudent, by ordering HOE: {) To recovery stations
in advancs oi exscullng to CQVEYry scourss, and as an
sxtrd precaution, ¥ prescribing the bse of running lights
witit ke sEw thit svelutions invelved ln o Purn samsver oF
this magnitude and spesd ware being safely exscutsd; and

d to comply with Interpational Rulss of ths
due regard to ell risiis of zollimion (dviiele
(b} As companding olfficer:
(1) Adgumed the HUBSOY had turned wricht {nitislly at tha
. = 5 5 3 S 1 g R . -
exacubion of "Turn 260 T/8pesd 27", and thersiore that every-
thing was progeseding noymally in exseution of the signallsd

{2) Was not alert, as WASP was turanlng to
L& e Figw ol col i iefor lnheren in tha pogitionm arf
wnich approximately 1 minute prlor o cellision
Z50C rslabive, and was: on a4 course unkhown i
aboub 020° ¥ at & rangs unknown to him, butb
1300 yardd; end 4% & alosing =alsative sgEed ¥
actu&llg apout 50 knots. True bearings and ranges,
the WASE, ! ould heave glven Hin png indi¢ation of the
moVaEi 1L E @

(3) Commonced executing an adjustment of course of ten
degress to the lsit, toward the HUBSON, mnu%ouf aacertaining the
pogltion of the HOS3CN, which then bere about 345° pelative from
the WASP, distant abous 1350 yards, and on an opposite comrse at N
high spssed. Trus bearings and reanges, Lif takean in Wasp, should
BAve lndizsntaw & deliy ia this gdjushient of courge.

b wt: having dus rsega
carsfully watching compe
{ liminary - Part IV)

O -
gl T @l
o~




18« That Captain ¢ - Wiien ha sighted tThe HOB her
Tinal laft tuwrn just prior te the llislon, 'Oﬁk gui and
geFrraes Betldbrn, in conformity uLLo.zls responsibilities under
Articls 27, Internatiocnal Rules of the Roads

20, That Captain - Bl ssamansihip alter ths collision in
carrying out ssarch and resgcus, 1ln recovsry of'blanas with com-
paratively low wind sonditions across the [light digels, and In
bringing his damaged ship salfely into port, was of ths highsst

‘lear of the Deck of the WASP, was
at hs failed to eo'o_y with U, &.
and 1010, which assign the
‘1ty for the Iesy of the =ERin,
minimise any HE= that might
colll aion, and oroughly
i a i i laws to prevent collision and
strjictly complyling with them, This epialon as €4 peglikonce is
based on the folliowing factors, 1an that he:

{a) B the EOBBON would C o lEhe ot = de. G F Ehd
WASP (the usuide in the .ansuver) and then turn (right) to get
into plane guard station number two, and had the laonesswoq the
HOB80N had carried out the signalled maneuver by simply slowing
and turnibg Yte 280° T): and, based 6n these-beliefs, bl sb#;

about 3509 relative from the
him, but sctualiy about 090° T;
but actually about 1300 yards; and was at a closing
speed, unknown to him, uut dcuualﬂy about 30 knots.
and Panyg os, if fteaken 1in
tiom of the HOBSOHYE mﬂvaaane

B s

o

cirevmstances) was soméwhat Iinflusnced in thnis
e ggnce of the commanding offiser in a positic

latter customarily Too

wera pending, and ther

wiierein Ssconds weare

e
efore was belatedly
vibal, of the BOBSOH

aware, 1n
s fastel laf
snd  just officer assumed the ¢

hefore the
emergsncy t '

WASE, wonld bave giliwvern him @i

(b) Thrvough inessperienins sith night recovery ops_
e @ leTr e CRi EaEErE @ el LNl g StEat i ehdd il
! T

[}
the conn for recovery ocperati

became awere of this left turn at a time when WASP was in ext
commanaing o

(1) Qbserved the HOBEON through binoculars- from about
the time of exescute "Turn 280° T/8peed 27" (about 4 minutes
i to eslldelon), wntil after hip had given ordérs to soms
ol Q% T from a headinz of about 260° T, at which time the
= in & laft turn topards the &3P, which resulfed,
raEimately S0 sapctuis theresfoer, 1ln the salllsi aite
(2) Takan, orF caussd to be taken, trus beal*n_a ois or
ranges to, the HOBS80N, which approximately 1 minute priocr to
collision, &s WABP was complating & turn o sourse 2569 e kars

WASP: weg on a course unknown o
nEs 2E B rRige wiknvwp Lo Him,

relative
True bearings
inaica~

L
uif L shany

&l 1]

"B tum-n; and
cbremi s
omry Oy orFasFing




approaching vesss

2%, That: the deat
betwesn ths Wash

=

23, That no psrsoc
e

whose actionsg war
Captaln %H.G
negligant in sone
(e WL el T s

29, That thers we

meritorious condus

collisien, but th
i

.
m on ths
the ¢

comply with International Rules of the Road by

e
[
4
S
=
(-_»!-'
Q
e by
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=
19
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o
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o
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hs and injuries, resulti
and HOBSON, were not due

person in ths naval servics.

ns other than Lieubtenant Commander Tisrney,

&, Lhe diresk maikes @f Gl “Gllwu_ony and
and Lieubtenant - & s both of whom were
degres, are in any way responsible for the

24, That all deaths sulfered, and all injuries sustained, by
naval pasrzscmnel as a result of the colligion betwesn the WASP
and ths dOQQO” pecnryed in the lineg of duby apnd not-as the
resUult of their own misconduct.

20a That there i3 confuzion as To the exadt medning of “HIXE
CORPEN"™ 1.2., whsther 1t is to bs used as a signal meaning,
Uit is neceasary bo adju at course to¥ as indicated in ATP 3,
arty 1522(c), or whethser it means "My course 1s5,™ as indicatsd
- 0B 370 hags I=g,

28s That there is room for confusion as to the meaning of ths
oYX flag Yat the dip,"¥ when the FOX flag is ®olose up,¥ and
the time that the FOXE flap should be ®¢lose up® from ¥ai the
dip.™ ATP 1, &rticle 53%2{a) states that a c&rr'aﬂ has the
right of ¥y when showing a qigmal to indicate that she is
Taunct T O sesovering ”lrLﬁalu, whils Avticls 1506{&} states
the same right of way without mentioning a signal, but refars
to Artiels 538{a}. Article 1508{a), which gives the FOUX Fflag
sigrnals, does noet have one meaning #I am lauﬁcAln or recovering
aiveraft,® but glves the meaning of ¥BQX ose up® as, "am
soarating alr¢raft,” '

27 Thalt search and wvescus operations were

28, That all persons afloat and on flotatio

HO =S80 sank, were ploked up during aenﬂc1 and

<
}_.J-
oy

T8 TE  ganes, ln Tirn
t of perasgnnel i
at the ssnicr surviving
Elwough ths Buresu of Per
part of one meumber of bl
Ol‘l.i L\)rlu
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5. That Lieutenant : GHrlo l ' ol - U, 8. Pawal
1, & 3 =

5+ That in corder to minimise the posaibility of a recurresncs of
this type of callisioh, the following acticn ke taken:

[

@. 2vish Orders,; Tmsbtirog

& _ iens, Tactlieal Publiczations and
ToetElbs t@ Dwfovide : .

cnal commanders be

(1) &n -indiestion thHal

cognizant that, with an expanding Wavy, ths commanding officers,
officers and crews of ships arﬂ not automxhﬁcal?“ experienced
and thorouGEWT sompatent, 2nd that belfuore high Sbeuﬁ maneuvers

are conducted, paytlcnla: Ly under

darlkensd ship conditions, duse
consideraticn ‘be given '

zperience and state of

ot sl s e N Ad= office s A BR | awg] e tal
factor,; to she pegsihi fallures.

(BF Thed durimg feiht ooy, with ships darliieticd,
the 0Tdy Blepe HLEEP conside: ne prevent, station Dlane
gnards in edimnee of  turming to the launching or Fecovery course:

{3) That in.cases whsre are not staticned
1 advsnce ol Gurning teo the TELOVEIY course,
gspecific indication be made wheth \fe sxecurldin af
sigpnalled simultencpus Turns Imd ipd for aly operatlons by
plane guards is mandatory, or is permissible, whenl'a
change of 0031t10r 15 raguirs plars guards wo proceed

prevent, b
aclknowledge

(8) ™Maf a specﬁa7
while operating aircraflt,
to ,w to replace ths

used lfor thisg purpose.




{8) That the method of adjusting 8 carrisprts course
into the wind, in obsdlence to ths forsgoeing special signal,

be standardizsd,

‘\ H
to USE tact
gt Wk

erasonnsel

B
d heavy

i8]

SIS
2817e
peeds and turni
rablon must be
Femess- fy a cavri grrts ri
ip and when ¥0X is two-blee
more specifie in both ATP 1 and USF'is, and that spsc
USF 4 an article defining this bs plaead next to the o
describing the use of ths P0X flag (&rticle $51% (1
Recommendatiea {10) (b), here aitev attempts to bring
ing of the articles of ATP I and USEF'!'s into agresmen’

=
(9} That the a1
whan she has FOX at thes

o

ol
(4]
L O

Y s D e

1
13
I S

&0 4
i3l

ally

{b)

wor

ot~ 3

(10} That publications be brought into agrsement in t
following spscific respects:

(a) In C8F (734A) ths BQY COBPEN signal has no
meaning in cennectlon with carrier aﬂrcnaLt Qapey atio
thare is mo PUBN FOX signal provided. The one lehte
dlignal shoulkd be broughs eld intp the maln part of the besk
and not kidden away in Teble 8, In ACPF 275, ths Fol CIEPENH
and PTURN POX signals concern carrier airerart operations and

in with the use of the FOX flag alone, ag should be the case,

(b} In TP 1, Article 1508(a), (1), *™FeX close um,™

ths msaning should read ®am launching er recovering aﬁruﬂaft“
order to be in agresment with the werding in ATP 1, Article 1
{a} and Ax
be brought imke agresment with ATP 1, Article 1508, In USP 4
Article 99?, in the second senterncs, delete words ¥Opsrating

Aircralt,

{m) AT 1, Articis BIEla, = &3 that a ¥Small
must not hamper,® gtcy; and TUSF 2, ﬁﬂu1078 AFB(m; states that
Bowaller mors maneuvprable snins snal¢ aveld hampsring,¥ ete,
In USE 2, Article 478{a) "sSmaller mcre mansuverable® should b
daletad and the word YsSmall¥ substitubted. As USF 2 neow yeads
a GV, BE, and O& could wmxpect & (L, to give way.

clsa 3569d, TR, S moqﬁfiei to conform
catlons with rsspec* to 1umo rs arnd sbtation~

v a yers In respact
-.d that In mansuvers due con-

in
’) E
d-

he

tie

in
506

drticle 332(a), or vice versa, USH 4, &rblCL@ 219 ahevild

b

ship

e
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I agres with the Findings, opinions, and recommendations of
t except in the following respschs:

TEE CiOD
BRI

o
o g
@
w
@
,(_}.:

gurt's floadings oh
milar staetemsnt, ba
to Lisutepant B |
icers on the bridge of
1. ¥ disagres with parf:xaThK of the court's opinions heezuse
i belisve ths 1sft tuprn of ha HORSON across ths bow of the Wisp
was nobt only the ¥dirveet®™, but the sole cavss of the collision.
The word "dirsct¥® ghould he delaeted.
2, I disagres with paragraph 8 of the courtis opinions for the
following reasons:

{a) The ships during the maneuver were geverned by all
aprlicabls rules of Ths read, not selely Adrtlele E7,

(b)) When the H0B30N changed her course to the left she was
not ®in extremisz?® and she did develop a Worossing gituabtion®,
whaich, of courss, passsd guickly into a condition of ¥extreomis.®
3., I disagree with paragraph 12 of the court's oplnions bscause
it omits referance to Article 18, Internationsal Rulss of the
Road, which I conaider Lieutenent Commander Tisrney likewlss
vioclated. In agreeing Lo paragraph 7 of the court's opinions,
my agrsenent assumsd paragraph 12 to be amended Ho inciude
viglation of Article 19, Intbternational Bules of the Hoad.

4, T disagrese with paragraph 14 of the courttls opinions because
I beiisve the derslictiaons of duty on the part of Lisutenant
Conmaﬁder Tisrnsy wsre not only bhe ®direct®, but the sole cause
of the collision. The word "direct™ should be dsletad.

5., I disagres with paragraph 16.of the court's opinions becauss
' ink the mansuver ordersd was a routine one, used frejuently,

t -dat 1f pegrformed propsrliy. I agres the mansuver
hagama Aiff when Ileutenant Commandsr Tierney « Qﬂlaed to
perform his sgvolution in & hazardous amnd intricate manne Had
ne burned right and drogpsd back, using sny ons of 59waﬂw* wWAY S
to lose distance, it would have bsen simple. Thers was neo
requiremsent that the HOBSON change station at any particular time,
before or during ths bturn, nor waz any counber-march osrdered.

The signal ¥TURN 260 SPEED 27" called only for & simple simule- 5
tariaand right twrm of I58° -
i ry
w i od
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{1} "The maneuver ordarsd WA S a gimple turn i
h only one plane guard reduired to shift sbati
orly the carrisr and the two plane guards presenb. Air
had besn successfully conductsd in the aflfernoon prsced
collision¢ and during the night launchs. The same
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{a) (2) Par frow introducing a hazard, the fact that no
spesd margin was aval lab 8 should have emphasized, and indicated
clearly to the HOBSON, the nsceszity of bturning right and drope
ping back gradually, and not risking falling behind by some
difficult and hazapdous mansuvers

a1l have stationsd

{a) (3) Possibly Capstaln - &G 3 might w
the HOBSON in her recovery station in advenes of the turn, but
thls is not made mandatory by any tactical publication, nor is it
always necessery or advisable. On a clear night, with the red
truck lights, and with only three ships participating in a simple
: considerad to have

MAnSUVED, tns use of running llghts ls notn
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and in facth at
R ufD me the HOBSON
A001,  There was no fe&son for him not

hing was proceeding normally. in © 3
mansuver, until bthe HOB30N's final left turne.
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{2). At one minute prlor Gp. the oa n
s 250 yawrds from
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ting her lsit turn, dist
h ship was on sourss aboubt 2

sd course 2809, As can bs ssen T .
aptain Ml annd Disutenant O~ noted thi
promptlys Trug bearings and raanges, evsn
their peing Lalten, at this point would ha
sliow the gituation was one of Mextremis",
o LT taken sarlier thay would have shown a
b 1asing condition., It is well to smphas
vey of the evidence, and an inspectiom of &l
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Cwo wessels, all show that prior Lo the M
hearinzs and ranges would have revealed nothing
Ly whnesn the HOBSON mades its 1eft furn did the
become dangerous. The evidence shows this turn was
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the danger recognized prompbly and z2s soon as could

i
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{b) (3) The WASP actually changed exactly two, or twe and
one-halfl dsgrees, from her 260 degree courss. Such changs wWas
nst rEceived fy the HO MOT could not have been detected by
watching the WASPE, am? ad the HOBSON detected 1t, would have had
no &ffgct on her evels tjona “?Lﬁ bearings and ranges of the
HOBSON wers not equﬁred by Captain %6 : to decids whsn
to adjust his course more nsarly into the wind. It was obvious
thare was no danger until the HOBS0N's left bturn crsated 1t

{5} {gj Tha Ffirst part of paragraph 18 (b) {4} of the
gourtias opi intons has been dLscussed in paragraph: (a} {4) pre-~
c@dipg, #o [fortiar commeﬂu is necessary. With rsspsct to the
matter of ®net Wweapliog kis sowrss under Article 21," the opimien
af the eouri fis tob wndaprstesds Pried to belng plazed ®in
gxtremis¥, the WASP was adlusbing Ifts coursze to the lsafi, shs
was 29 off fhe signalled course of 2809 at the collision., How
thiz minute change, of which probably only about 12 was made
after WASP was min exbtremia®™, could effect the HOBS0N is not known
The matbter of Lrue compass beavyings 1s discussed hereinafiter in
paragraph 2{a}) (2) and will not be diseussed hers,
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de I disagree with pafagraph 19 of the court's opinicns because
I do not believe it states accurately the action af Gaptals
s and does not refer to responsibilities undsr Article
21, Intermational Rules of ths Road,

The following opinion revresents my views

®That following the final lerfs ﬁLPn of ths HOBSGE,
started less uhan ong minube prior o the collision,; snd
ering ths time required under darksned ship conditiona +o
detsrmine this une“psct 4 change of course, Captain
took prompt and effective action, in conformity with his
responsibilitiss under Article 21 and 27, Internaticnal
of the Boad.®
9, 1 disagree, in gensral, with paragraph 21 of the court's
cpinions’ because: :

There 1is no causal connechbion betwsen the collis
T the so*called Juis ol negligence charged by ths ma jo
the court againsth Lisutensnt ig o¥ doas the epini
the majority al ege any such causal eonnection.

Specifically T disagrse with paragraph 21 of ithe courh!?
in' the following respects: (Note: PFor sase of refersnc
fellowing paragraphs carry the same numbers as the para
of the court's opinions to which they relfer,)

{a) Lisutenant . 3 when asked if he thought that the
HOBSON weuld burn rignt, replied that such was his expecitation,.
Yhe bellisf that the right turn was the proper svolubtlern was
supported by every witness, including the destrover axpsris .
calied by ecounsel for Iisutenant Commdnde Tieruey. Thus, ik
is difficult to ase how Lieutenent Herbst could hawve hagd eny
other eéxpectation. (Ths HOB30ON did turrn right Initially to
i 1 L P Likuw1ha, he was on very firm g and similariy
supported, when he sald he thought the would slow dowm
and fall back inbte position, To ‘mvly is logical opinion
any undue or improper raliaxation of caubion has no basis Lo
evidence or facth.

{a) {1} Lieutenant testified he could ses the HOB30YN
without thse binoculars. He also stated he observed her through
Finoculara when sha mads her left turnes There 15 ne evidence
he could have detsctsd ner turn sarlier by use of binoculars.
Bearing on thia oointg Lisutenant ; 20 of the HOBSON,
teshbifisd he covlﬂ see the outjiﬁap i, end fllight dsck of the
WASP at 3800 yvards without binoculars, and that he d4id net uss 0
binoculars during the mansuvers leading up to the collision,
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plus & veduction in snglne raveolutions, or she could conmbtinu
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courss Oi 09T for an inte

sne could have been on various courges aad sxscuted war
any alarm until she abruptly turned

movements without causing
left when it was too late

} There is no eviden
guite the contrary. The HO

about 1%-10% berforve the collision and 1t would redquire about
30 seconds from that time to becoms noticeabls Uatil this
furn was mads the WASP Vas et Ein emu;emﬁaa“ uiautenant
gave uncontradicted testimony hs observ

binogulars, noted her Lurn,

trouble.” Immedistely the Captain hook action
avidence that by any msans he could have bsconme aware earller of
the HOBSON'S laft t0rm. The gssenpge of fthe matter is, dld
Tisutenant daetect the turn of the HOBSONW asz soon as

so1ld be szpected? 4 time analysis will show this. Buch an

P

analysis has already partia

positian of ths HOBSOW at the time she gave the left order, and
the court's copinions {approximate
tracks of the WASP ard HOBSON), was fixzéd by assuming 1t teek
1¥.0% for the HOBRON to twrm through 90%, at which point the

as shown on Diagram ¥¥¥ of

collision occeurred., Then a

repregenting the ftime belwsen trie giving of the order and ths
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A o

start of the turn, dl ing a total of 1™-10% from time order was
given for HOB3ON's l““' turn to collision. The analysis continued
{1) Time from start of turn to eollision: 0™.803,
(2) Time from commerncemsnt of turn watil it becams DE T
ceptible; O%-208

Hote: Proved on data showing angle of bturn of HOBSON,

{3) Time from moment WASP engine ro
of ordsr emergency asbtern until collisioc

{4) Tima left for Captain ! #o percsive, aporaise,
- and bransmit his order to engine rocem: OF-108,
5) Time remalning for Liesutenant %o perceive,
%pfwa se, and shout his warning ®Capitain, we are in troubls,®™
slightly less Cthan OM-10%, az he gave his warning before the
Captain gave his order bo engines: O‘nﬂos’»}a
Conclusions Tt 1a difficult bto zee how he or Captain ___ __
could ﬁaﬁa detected ths HOBSON's turn any more guickly and
acted any more promptly than they did,

(c) Ho details are specified, but nothing was rsquired
wnder Artiels 27 othsr than what was dones When the situation
becams ons of maxurami&w, aniorder for the engines Lo back
emergency speed was glven, and the course was held. Had the
WASP Laken any othey action 1t would have bssn in violabticn of
the grhicls. ¢ matber of cowpass bearings is coversd in

& =
parvagraph (a) (2} precs Aing,

10. I disagree with paragraph 23 of the orinions of the courd
becatze I bslieve the sole responsibillty for the collision
restha with Tleutenant Commander Tiernséy. WMy reasons for this
balief have baeen set Torth in detail elsewhere in my minority
report on opiniong, particularly in paragraphs 7 and 2 thereof,
Nevertheless, my views ars summarized here

ia) The acts charged by the mejority of the court against
Captain” dnd Ldettenant - in pavagrephs 18 and &
of ths spipiia opinioms; el werd thmy subateatlatec, did nat
causs, and would not have prevenbed the sollision. Tbew & wWas
1o cgausal connecticon, nor was any alleged

{b) My views as to tha non-substantiation of these so~called
Wasts of negligence®™ are given at length in my paragraphs 7 and
9 preceding. But even had any of them been substanitlated, for
Lhe reasons indicated In (a) above, they would have constlbtuted

simply critlcisme of CGaptain - ‘ s performence of duty as

OFficer in Tactical Command and Gommapéi 3g Difitesy, and gF
Tisutenant " a8 officer of thes deck, ths proper remeds for
which, is approprlata ﬁatlo%$by thair Type Commander,

CONF
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cfficer of one, and was consid

wetent and gualified by

3. I disegrse with paragraph 5a(l} of the court's reccmmendations
because I think if ik liable to misconstruction, and does not
phrase accurately my views in this respact,apecl lesllys:
{a) From it an Inference might be drawn that a low state
oy training, and/or inexper ¢ oL W= JWO snips! ccompaniss
as a whole, was a cause of s apcldent, uch was not the cass,
The faultb l ¥ with the juldgmsnt oF ompeiehbJ of the commanding
afficer ef the HOBSOH. He was Peasgnably @xpe“1encad, had been
recomuended for command of destroye uthe serving as. executive
e
o

2
his diwvision commander, . The One

kad avery right Goe corSWder i coum

3
on

onal Comnander in
stent and cqualifi

{b) The following is wmy recormendation as a subst
"

this cage

———

ede

itute for

“That emphasis be assd by operating snd type, imelud-
ing local type, commandsrs, the state of training of units
in scheduling and conduct ¢ perations. That operationsel and
type COMK&DOG”S talkte cognizance of the fact that, with an expsnd-
ing Navy, the commending eofficers and crswg of ships are nct
antomatically experienced and thoroughly compstent, and that
before advanced maneuvers are conductbed, dus oon31daratla e
given to thes actual experist and sgtate of tralning of the
officers and crews. For sxample, whnen dsgbroyers are detailsd
to plane guard duty, pariicularly duty invelving cperations at
night with saips darhened gfficey detalling them should, ir
any doubt sxists in his tc their *ea&lieqs, afvige ths
orespective officer in compand of the operations, as to
: T fur sixh duty, =l tha
! {
o
“?KO
sar Admiral, u.,S.’_avy,
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