63. Q. Do you dlsagree with any part of that plot?
‘As No, sir, I don't.

64. Q. Were you observing the rudder angle on the WASP
throughout the maneuver that brought you to a heading of 260 or

did you Jjust glance at it from time to time?
A, 1 don?t belleve I would ever stand on the bridge and look
at a rudder angle indieator, but I checked 1t initlally.

85. Q. And saw that 1t had ceme to an angle of 10%¢
A, Yes, sir,

66 Qe And you didn't observe 1t any further?
A. No, sir.

57 Qs Had the Captain, at any time prior to ydur observing the

HOBSON in z left turn, assumed the conn?
A. No, sir, he did net. His order to the enginsroom ALL

ENGINES BACK EMERGENCY was his assumptien of the conn.

68. Q. When you observed the HOBSCHN in that left turn d4id it

peeur to you to turn on your navigation lights?

4, I think in a situation like that the first meve was te
back the engines., T don't know whether that turning on of our
navigation iighte at that point would have been of any asslstance

or not. It 15 very hard to say.

89. Q. Your first move was to say, "Captain, we are in trouble,"

wasn't 1t9
A, Yes, sir.

70. Q. And how soon after that did the Captain give the order
ALL ENGINES BACK EMERGENCY, simultaneously or =--

Ae. It wasn't exactly simultaneously but I didn't have time
to 8ay anything else. There was a slight everlap.

71l. Q. With a rudder angle of 100 what would be the tsgetieal

diameter of the WASP?
A, T would say 1500 yardse.

72, Q. Have you ever partiecipated in any exerclses on the WASP
that weuld definitely reveal that diameter?
A, No, sir, I bslieve those figures come to us from technical

data furnished by the Navy,

73, Qo Could you compute the lapsed time between the order

ALL ENGIKES BACK EMERGENCY and cellision?
A. Could I compute the time, sir? I believe the time could be

coemputed on an assumption.

74. Q. On what assumption?
A, On the gssumptlon of the apnroximate speed and rudder angle
as used by the HOBION, I am quite sure 1t could be computed.

78. Q. What isg vour best estimate aside f rom that of the
time that lapsed between the order ALL ENGINES BACK EMERGENCY

and collision?
A, T would estimate that 1t wase somewhere in the neighborhood

of 45 seconds.
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76. Q. Do you know whether during this maneuver Mr. p_[
the JOD, had been taking bearings on the HOBSCN?
A, I don't believe he had, If he did he didn't report them

to mes

77, Q. Was anybedy reporting to you sny ranges, during this
time, between the WASP and the HOBSON?
A, No, sir,

78, Q. What in your best‘Mdgment was the 1apsed time
between the order to turn to 2560 and colliglon?

A, F rom my experlienece in turning the ship threugh a heading
of that much I would estimete that 1t was between three and four
minutes. It genesrally takes us about that long to swing areund.

78¢ Q. And during that three or Tour minubtes, so far as you
know, no one had taken any ranges or no one had given you, as
of ficer of the deek, any information eon the ranges between ths
WASP and the HOBSON?
: As I belisve that ims correet, sir.

80. Q. And at what peint in that turn wonld you estimate that

your radar weat out?
A. I don't know, sir. I could ectimate when it went out,.

81. Q. Were you aware of its going out?
As No, I wasntt, gir,

BZ, Qe Until after colligion.
As. Yes, dir, thatls correct.

83, Q. As officer of the deeck were you at all econcerneéed with
getting ranges on other ships in the formation during suech a turn
ag this?

4, Under the ecircumstances, had I been maneuvering en the guide
I would have been more coneerned shout getiting ranges and bearings

84. G. Do I understand your testimeny %o mean that slnce you
were the gulde you were not partiecularly concerned with the ranges
4. No indeed, sir. I was very definitely concerned about the

movements of the ship's bow, espeelally the one on my starboard

hand because we were turning that way.

85, Q. Did you get any ranges from the RODMAN?

A. No, sir. The worst thing she could have done was turn
lef4, whiech under those cireumstances we were turning right and
there would have been, as far asz I could see, no paﬁsibility

of danger thers,

: 86, Q. As I understand 1%, your primary concers as officer
of the deck in that time was with the RODMAN and vou had tsld
the junioer officer of the deck te observe the movements of the

HOBSON.
A, T don't gquite understand what you mean my primary concern.




B7. Qe YOU Were turning in the direction of

aa I undewstand vour uesclmony5 vou cohsldered e
that quarter rather than

if there was danger, f[rom
RODMAN, the vesssel you wers turning away from,

A WhEE 15 eprrddla

the HGBESON and
& B

1L
& e A
is that corx

88, Q. You say that you were concerned with ths ship on your

atarboard side wgﬂch was thse HOBRSON, 1 may have confused
vou wers turning from the RODMAY, weren't vou? '

A, ‘The RODMAN was on our port bow and ths HOBSON was on

starboard guarter,

a0, o
e A 1
yvou were with bthe RODMAHN
E, I was infeed, sir,
yet wvou got no ranges on the HO:30N.

correcte

& Teat 1

iy

m .

91. Q. Was there any way you could tell from the posliftib
the HOBRON's truck lights the heading of the HOBSONT
{ don't balieve == no, sir,

"Lo

92, Qe Do vou think there was any way the HOBSON could tell
the heading of the WASP from looking at yeur truck lights or
any lighhs you had Welble®

A, It would require fairly intimate kmowledge of the lig
measure on a carrvisr, I bellave,

COUNSEL. REPRESENTING LCDR TIERNEY: Repeat that answer p

WIMNESS It would require a fairly zood knowlsdge ol the

s -
L 2
lignting measure on a carrisr,

03, Qe I don't know that T wnderstand you. Did you have

Then you were concerned more about the HGZ3UN bLhen

Tou,

[oRRY o

n of

hting

lease.

=R

va besr

ould

lights oiber than your truck 1ights burning that shownld ha
visiole to the HOB30N? Do you Tael your answer to tha® sh
be in closed court?

&y 1 cam ==

carraly . S-\O, 4 PARTY: Would you have the question
repeated., :

At this pnint the reporter read ths last glestion.

WITNESS: There 1s a question in my mind as to whether t
- i .1. 4 ’ b Y
HOBSONW could have seen such lights had they existed,

OUNSEL FOR-THE COURT: I think I should posaibly getl a

definite answere

he

more

COURT: The court sess no objection to the wiitness! answer.

Do you have any further questions? What was the answer?

WITHESS: T answered I believe that there iz some doubt in my
.L e

nd as to whethsr the HOBSON could have seen such lights had




GOURT: What other question did you wish to ask? That was your
answer, was it not?

WITNESS: Yes, sir..
Exgmination by the counsel for the court continued:

94, Q. When you observed the HOBSON in a left turn at a range
which you estimate te be a thousend yards and the Gaptaln gave
the erder to ALL ENGINES BACK EMERGENCY, did it sccur te you
to sound any whigtle signal?

A, It oceurred to me at the time, (1) that I agreed with what
the CGaptailn had dene, (2) he had the conn, {3} we were in what
I might describe as a tlight situation. I felt that at that

particular time that §1lenee on the bridge was gelden.

95. Q. And sueh orders and commands as were given, were glven

by the commanding efficer?
A. Yeg, sir, I was there te see that any erder he should give

was carried out immediately.

96, Qe I hand you a document marked Exhlbit 68 purperting to

.be the rough deek log of the WASP in use on the 26th of April

1952 and purporting te be signed by you for the 2000 te 2400 watel
Is that your signature?
A, Yes, 11t 18,

97, Q. Would you read to the court entries in that log
commencing at time 2220, o

4, "2220: OChanged eourse to 266 °T. Changed speed to 27 knots
to recover alreralft. 22285: (aptain ordersd ALL ENGINES BAGK
EMERGENCY. 2226: @ellision with USS HORYON (DMS-28) on cowr ge
260, 211 engines backing emergency. HOBSON on course
spproximately 380, speed 25 knote," Under that same time,
"Sounded COLLISION QUARTERS. R227: All engines stop. :
2229: lowered away all 1life boatsand life rafts. Called away
the firea nd resecue party. 2230: Hobson sank., 2237: No. 2 1lifs
boat in water. 2238: Ne, 1 life boat in water. 2240: fTour modb:
iaunches and two metor boats lowered away. 2245: manned deck edg
Tire statlons., 2248: Tforward megazine sprinkling system manned,
22B8l: secured beilers three and seven, 225l: compartment A-707-
reperted rlooded to level of 24 feet. 2315: compartment A-302-A
reported rlooded. 2330: no damage aft of frame 26 reported.”

98, Qe I hand yeu a document marked Exhibit 89 purporting te

' be the emooth deck log in use aboard the WASP on the 26th of Apri]
| purperting te bear the signature of @ —k . Lieutenant JG,
i U.8. Naval Reserve, and ask you if that 1s your signature on

the 2000 to 2400 wateh,
Le Yes, sir, that is my signature.
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- 99. Q. Starting with the 2220 entry, will you read that up to
the end of the pertinent p@rtioné o

A. "2820 changed course to 260°T 282 pse. Increased speed to
27 knets. 2225 Captain ordered all engines ba@k,emergencya
2226 colllsion with USS HOBSON (DMS-26) en course 260°T 282°pse,
sll engines baeking emergency. HOBSON on course approximately
3509T, speed 25 knots. LSounded eollision quarters. 2227 all
engines stop., 2229 lowered away all lifeboats and lifebafts, e
called away the Tire and rescue party. 2230 HOBSON sank,
2237 #2 lifeboat in water. 2238 #L lifeboat in water. 2240 four
motor launches, two metor boats lowered away. 2245 manned deek
edge fire stations. 2248 forward magszlne sprinkler system
manned. 2251 sseured boilers #3 and 7. Compartment A-707-AE
reported flooded to level of 24 feet, 2315 compartment 4-302-A
reported flooded. 2330 no damage aft of frame 26 reperted.”

100, Q. Now did you make any memeorandum of these times or did
vou obtain them from scme gsource sueh ag the guartermaster's

notebeok?
A, T did net obtaln them frem the quartermaster's neotebook.

The timeg are based primarily en my own estimate.

101, Q. They are your own reecllesction of thosge times, 1s

that esrreet?
A. And glgo the ==

102, Q. A reconstruction of the times from the physical faets

as Y ou know them, is that 1%?
A, They are approximately cerreet. They are an estimate, Just

gh estimste.

" 103, Q. And that estimste made at some period of time after the
gollision?
A. Yes, slr.

104, Q. You were, during the time that we have been discussing,

i standing on the epen bridge?

A, Yes, sir,

105. Q. What other offiecers and personnel were on the open
bridge? :

A. The Captein was there. the executive officsr was there, I
was there, Lisutemant . & i, and we had s talker who was
in direet communicecatien by dound powered phones with the 24 ineh
gsearch lights, That wag part of the night flight quarters.

108, Q. Was the executive officer participating in thie

maneuver at all?
A, Would yeu care to eniarge on that?

107, Q. Did he transmit any orders? Was he passing any
information te you or were you passing any te him? Had he taken
any proceedings there on the open bridge or was he Just standing

there as an observer?
A, Prinerily he was there as an observer., I don't reesll if he

gave any informatien to me. If he gave me any informstien it
was very helpful. I d@n'gf; %41l anything other than along thoss
lines. = %“%

o o B "- )




108, Q. But you didn't observe him ftaking any bearings or
participating in the wateh?
" A. Ne, sir, I was not observing the ether officers on the

bri dge e
Orogs-examined by + .. ?7,agy. a1, 8 party:

109. 9. Mr. Q.o , I belleve you testified that as t he WASP
completed 1ts turn and sppreached the proposed sourse of 260
vou observed the lights of the HOBSON as she passed from the

WASP!'s starboard te port side.
A, Yes, sir, that 1s ecorrect.

110, Q. At what appeared to be a safe range?
A. That is correct. _

11l. Q. Was that the type of movement you expeected the HOBSON
to make at that pelnt in your fturnh as far as the change in

bearing is concerned?
A, Yes, gir, it was.

112, @. You expected the HOBION at that peint to be over on

the WASP!g port aside?
A. The normal furn I expscted the ship to paes in frent of me

and be on my port hand,

113, Qe+ Now from that time up to, but ret inecludling this last
few seconds when the HOB3ON made that fatal left turn, jus?t
considering up to that point, was there anything alasrming in the
appearance of the HOBSGN's lights ever on the port side of the

WABPY
A, ND, air,

114, Q. S0 that the first intimatlion of danger you had was in
that last few seconds when the HOBSON made the unexpected left
turn across the bew of the WAZP?T

As YEu, ALy

115, @, Let me ask you one more thing Jjust toc emphasize that
point. Supposing that instead of making the last left tuwrn,
which she dld, the HOBSON had continued on its aversge course
of 090, would there have been any denger at all of cellision in

that type of maneuver by the HOBSON?
A, Wo, sir, as a matter of fact, that would be qulite a normal

type of manheuver by the HOBSON, a port to port passing.

116, Q. Supposing at this point that the HOBR3ON aetually made
that turn In the last few seconds she had, instead of turning
left, turned right, would there have been anything alarming %o
vou in that course?

Aes It is gquite a normal thing to do.

117, Q. If she had turnred right at that point would it have
been 1ikely that she would have wound up approximately on her
preper statien with the WAAP, or assigned station?

A, I would say falrly likely.
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118, Q. You say it would be falrly likely?

Ao It would be. I can look at that (indicating Exhibit 66)
and assume the turning pelnt she turns areund. 1% 1s qulte
clear she would be on statien. _

119, Q. It is clear she would be Falrly close te station by
making this maneuver. Would she ever be able to get to her
appropriate statien by turning left at that point?

A, No, sBir.

120. Q. Cna more poeint I would like to call your attentiion to.
If she had been zble te time her turn te the right at the proper
split seecond she could have wound up approximately on statlon

by eonsidering - -

Gounsel representing Lieutenant Commander Tlerney oblected to
the quection on the grounds that it was argumentative.

fhe party withdrew the question.

121, Q. The point I am really trying te get at is this.
Congldering that the WASP went teo, and during this perled of her
course, was actually or approximately on 260 and that the HOBSON
during this peried was on an average course of 080, the relative
speed of the twe ships was such as te require spllit second timing
1 there was any hope to turn right and wind up on the proper
station, would it not = = :

Counsel representing Lieutenant Commander Tierney objected teo
the guestion on the greund that it assumed facts not in evidence.

The party wlthdrew the questlioen.

122. Q. Considering that the WASP and the HOBRSON were on

nlmost opposlite courses, would the relative speed, conslidering
eaech was making from around 25 knots, require gpiit secend timing
by the HOBSON in order to turn right and get on station at that

point?

Counsel representing Lleutenant Commander Tierney objeeted to
the guestion on the ground that 1t assumed faects not in evidence.

The party replied.
Counsel representing Lieutenant Cemmander Tlerney replied.
The court was cleared. The court was opened. All parties to

the inqulry ent g ‘ ; NG nad
Liops sugtaige&? ered, and the coeurt aﬁnouncea that the objectisn

Examination by Gaptain o+e e party, continued:

123. Q. Mr. (2, there has bsen mention of, without stabin
the exaet nature of the signsl, which 1s elassified, that s i
signal indlcating an intention-to adjust closer to the wind te
a course 250 lmmediately prior to the accident - -
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AOUNSEL REPRESENTING LCDR TIERNEY: I objeet to that cuestioen.
If 1% please the court, I would like the court te be cleosed %o
discuss the cbjlection if it ie agreeable to the eourt.

At thies peint the court sat with cloged doora. The press and
spectators withdrew from the eourtroom. g

At this point. the ecourt direeted the reporter %o read the last
question. b

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LCDR TIERNEY: If I may suggest, it 1s
a very crucial signal and on it hangs, fte me, the fault or lack
of fault of Commander Tierney, and if 1% would be possible, sip,
I would like the court to interpret the signal so that coungael \pé
for all parties and the court would have an understanding as

to what this signal meant.
COURT: The court feelg that the questien, that the nmeed for hie

reference to this signal vaguely has been removed, and believes

in the interest of elarity it would be best if yeu phrased your
gquestlion uging perfect freedom of expression.

CAPTAIN (S“__m.:, A PARTY: I could do that by merely saying
MIKE CGRPEN 250, ‘

COUNSEL:REPRESENTING LCDR TIERNEY: That would be all right.
If that ie done all of my testimoeny la goling to have to be
in clesed court, and I have no objectioen te having i%t in closed
gourt, but if that 1s done I must refer e that sigral in the

ceurtroom which means frem here on ~ -

COUNSEL FOR THE COURT: If counsel for Captein \> o with-
draws his original question he could rephrase 1t using the
words MIKE CORPEN. He hasn't done so yet.

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LCDR TIERNEY: I contend the MIKE COBPEN
gignal meang that the course ef the sgeader 1s a8 stated, It is
s statement of Taet and not an intention.
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rirst class, U. 8, Navy, entered

s , veoman,

withdrew the dguestion,

250 degrees ab

124, Q. Was any signal relating to the course g 8% -
er the HOSSON

*he time now under discuseion receipted for by eith
or the RODMAN% ,
A To the best of my kneowledge, no,

@

At this point the court sat with open doors;

125, @, &t any time prier to the actual ecollision, &id the
WASP gteady on course 2607

A, Teg, Stn,

126, Q. At the moment of the collision What was the WASP!g
heading?

A, 225,

127, Q. Considsring the moment when you Tirst neiiced a danger-

-

ous movement on the part of the HOBSCN a Tew moments before the
actusal collision and made the statement: "We are in trouble,

and the Captain's ordsr "ALL BACK EMERGENCY ! do you feel Tookin
back on that situstion, that the Captain had observed the danger
and acted on his own initiative at approximately the same time
that you dide

=

the feesling tlat both of

A, I would seay that is right, I got & 1l
us must have seen the same thing and at approximately the same
time,

128, R, In other words, your remark and hig order wers so close
to being given blqutaneougjth it would result in that impresge
ien en your part?

A, Thet is sorréct, wIF,

TEE N : , Would you kindly sftep up to the chart
(indicating Exhibit 68) for a moment, Will you note the time

e and the approximately position in thig area of the \
at Time?
roximately here {indicating on Exhibit 88),

150 B N you also note the approximate pogiticn of the
HOS80N a2t that time as shown on this chart?

&, Approzxim etuly berp (indicating ex Exhibit 66)

131, &, ¥ow, you have - your attention ig directed to those
two reslative positions - - =

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LCDR TIERNEY: I object to the question
because thosge are not the two relative vositionsg as chown on
thﬂﬂ.t dﬂ &chf -

CAPTATH :; A PARTY: Aes shown om the diagram, thip is
the approximate pnsition of the WASP at 2224 and 30 seconds,

zg indicated on the diagrem by fhe, T Pelleve - gtriks bk
I'm not sgure who made *hls

C@Nme~~"?%

=
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132, @, Will you point out where the approximate position of
the HOBSON is on this diagram at 2224 and 30 sesconds?

A, T would say it was approximately here {indicating on
Exhibit 58),

‘COUNSEL REPRESENTING LCDR TIERNEY: I object.

CAPTATIN i’ A PARTY:; T went to emphasize thers is
no svidence that the WAQP svegﬁid proceed on course 230,

COUNSEL FOR THE COURT: T don't think the counsel had finished
€

COoUNMSEL FOR LCDRE TIEBREY: T withdraw my objeetion temporarily,

. @, IT the WagP a% this peint (indicating Exhibit.- 66)
was on course 2500, would the BHOSSON at this peint {indieating)
nave been to the right or to the left of the projeseted courss
of 250°%
This mark would indicate 270 degrees, assuming that the
nesding was ten degrees -~ 2609, ten to the 1eft of that would
be rj50D The center line is mar%ed here and line these two
up and we will have the centsr of the scale, Here ig the
approximate place - point of tlne celled 2224 30; here is the
projected - approximate projected course line of the WASP |

135, 9., You may mark this line 250 ?

A, (Phe witness so marked the document),

JOUNSEL FOR THE COURT: Let the record show that ths witness
is indicating on Txhibit 66, and couansel for the court will
object to any further marks or illustrations or tampering or alte
ing of that exnﬂth If the counsel can ask this witness guestio
from another chart which the witness has Grawn on whieh he has
positions gimilar, hs can have the question askad along thosge
lines. T sbjeet to Further alterstion = defatime pf the exiibit.

COURE: I think the mbint 6T Bounsel Tor the ebuft ig Welle
taken,

A {continuing) my observation here, knowing the projected
course line 280° and the point at which the WASP was approx-
imately on course 2B0, it appears to me we would have the HOBSON
on our port hand,

s gﬂaﬁnd to further emphasize the picoturs, if you were
on the HOSSOM, would you have gone to the right or left of that
projscted course line?

A, I would have gone to the right had I been on the HOBSON,

13F, @, Tf Tou wers in fhe -HOBE om the fight of n'mf wris
jeeted course line and had ordered a left tunn, would that
have caused you to crogs the projected course line of the WASP
it the WASP were on 250%%

A, Quite sure it would heve, gir,




at noint you were on the HO:
aixbf wonld you have hurned right or lsft

HaSPts course was 2500% r
setual action woul hawe ] ol
until the pleture was cleawly in my mind.

ing to mmke 4 Turn, whtdh weuld
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gevtain I would Have baraed to the righbs

P40 @. Hep, @8 have been besing the
assumption, ndlelw that the WASP's coul
mather of Dach = = =
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not

CAFTATH ﬁe,kj s & FARTY: T haventt finished my guestion ye

141, &+ #&s an act Lﬁxl matber of facht, did the WASP contimie 1%
turn and steady on 260°%%

14z, & To your knowlsdge, did the WASP confinue ite turn and
steady on course 26092
2 8o testifisd,

143, 4o And to ths best of your knowlsdge, did she sver awing
baecl 0 course 250 pricr to ths cellision?
&e Moy fiEL she Jid aots '

Hiewbeniri ) - s Yyou have bgen officer of ths deck
Zimately how many months on board the WASP®

b«PP“ = » well, I was gualified for in-port
ing of the ship and we rere Underway
in Cuba and the second time we went down I was

!
|
T46s & nDurlnz this time you observed the WASF psrform s numbe
of mENGUYSIring Volvf ons?
4. Yes, sir. I bave. .ihiles we were down in Cubs we conducted
Tlight operations down there three days a weslk all day and I
had copaiderabls Pperisnte 1n just this type of mamsuver,.
1%69v e Have yOU takan taa comn durling man overboard drillis
&, Tes, Eirv; I hzvas

i
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serews beginnimeg te turn in revapgde d4d:
how many seconds?
A I would estimate 25 seconds - 25
152. Q. 25 = 35 seconds. Is there any off
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15C¢, @, Does the helmsman have any latitude in the movement
the rudder? -

| He has some,., The course 1s announesd to him impedistely
after the course is given and he would then have some latitude
in using his rudder.

cgeders glven after the initial course change

i depend on the helmsman, 1t 1:
=] i
[

sawing of the ship coming
it is beinz checked right I wi

16l. Qs And on the svening in dussitlon when the WASF was
turning from 102 to 260, will youn recite the orders that you
ghve te b helwn' zs you recill thew?

A, i3 1T recall &y f1irst grded 19 the hels wa
rudder, which was right ten degrees rudder. And
shortly before - « I think perhaps, 20 degrees b
the courss why we sased five degrees.

9. FHased to%

A Ten degrees to shift the rudder, then that would be left
rudder, then I think perhams a 11Ttile bit te ¢heck avr swing %o

you g*ve these gommends yoursell to ease hep
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184, Q. What 1is the effeect of easing the rudder on turns?
A It is very normal. The rule aa I understand it, "EBasing
the ship to the new course.”

U Whiat is the effect on the swing of the ship when the

is eased?
It should ease the swinging of the ship somewhat.,

166, @a I3 that all the answer?

£, I say it would ease the swing of the ship = - is that
enough, sir¥ .

167. Q. What was the first time that you obssrved the hearing
af" £hs HOLUEDE dpiteoing To the LeF:T .

A, Driftine tg ths laft, aiy¥? -1 have steled very pearfly dah
course 260, that as the actual swinging passsd 250 tnafealcﬁts,
the HOBSOH erossed our bow and went over our port hand,




169, 9. Which direction was the true besaring changing ~ the

| rzlative bezring was changing To the lefEl

A, T don't believe I book the true hearing, it would be very
difficult te save. L might ;Smﬂr” we were steadying on = « and
relative bearing - - bearing would have some mesaning therea.

170, . O0guld you dessreibs Tully the radfo OWWUFT“JELQRQ
available to uridge personnel on board the WASP on the night
of” the £&6lLlisian®

A On the bridge of the WASP we had the secondary ftactical
cirgeit.

17hs Qe-Is that &ll, saconpary taetigal eireul®)

A, No, we alse had a primary tactical cirouit.

172, Q. Bid vou have any other radio comnunications available
to bridge persommel?

L, Well, thoses - -~ there i3 a question in Ay mind in answére
ing thdd question,. 18 1i-all right -ToF he In dieslose tiE
communicstion sei-up on the hw?kﬁe@ Essentially that is what
'e buing dslmd fors

CoOURT: Go ahead.

A, {continuing) We have three means of transmitting from the
cpen bridge and thosze are duplicated in the pilot house. We
have a staﬁﬁby 5af oft the primeyry, s Priwary s=t an the Wimarr
maneuvering circuit and we had cne sst for the secondary tactical
gireuit, L5 I said, all i#hree afe dupitested il the pilof beuss,

173+ R« Do you lkmow of your own knowledge if the HMEBIN wa
guardine the prismzry tectlicel ciesiif &2F the fime of cellision

ﬁ, £ dont ?now that she was. We had held a radio check over

; : 7 clrenit previously during the intervening time and
' not complete and so 1 issued no orders over the
a

1*73'_‘1.2 Do Vol Yoy 8.[1"‘7“0}.'.11“,:‘.:404. when wou had the last radio
chieck with the HOBSOK on the primary circuit?

A, I would say at about 2100.

Pe Were you still in communication with the at that

Well, I belisve we wokre, Bir. The eirenit was not any

- & ’

Ge I show yoli Exhibit 73 asd uithont

becaise it 12 elassifisd, Tl your ex

ou please tell the court at what time € '!*

(£t i dlrect compgnisatieon o the Drimgfy ciroiilt?
RT¥s: I believe psrhaps I had better
phrased in th:t he iz asked at a glance
in thing haprsped. Actuslly all he
court 1s what the sxhibit handed to
O ¥ ok I dagtt oo

W1

LECURITY INI

S




Counsel representing LCDR Tierney withdrew the guestion.

1997, 3 W11l you kindly examine the exhibil anld imform the
court when the sxhibitX m;&ieg the ABP and HOBS0W nad last ;
checked communicitions on the primary circuit?

s Here is s 21246 time,

178, d. That was approxim tely how long
I About an hour.

PO, Qs Mo, aftes E.
Excuss g, 2126,

s

TE'im the BRI
1t ag you have 1t hefare

resgtate that? !
aphears no record of any commun
from 2126 to 2450. Now that

o

wonld be om the morning of the 27th.

182, Q. Yea ~ we don't mow. What had been the length of
e o h i i - i Ll (ol
time betwesn the comminication of 2126 and the length of time
of the naxt previous commgnication as noted on Exhibit 73T

4, Well, the next entry is 2125, that is just before 2126,

prior %6 thae next prior coOmNUN
-

lbl}s T was not on watch = =
o Yo' :

l—'i a)
A% u
i

18%. Q. Will you look again, plsass, on the second page of the
gxnibit and I ask vou the general question: 1Is the message at
the top of the page completer

Ae In what sense?

185. Q. Comnlete in form and substance,
A, I dontt = - =
186. Q. May I ampiify that, please? I'm not endeavoring to
elicit whethayr or not the message is techmically imperfect, Just
§ the' hess ke Seppel of I%4€LTT
; -

2d this messs

0 ~ N
10?0 o EUS?
A, The angwer iz Feo,
o Xal ! . ey E o e L d P ) e —a
106G @ Will wou please Jjust read to yvourself the first few
massages on that second sheet, and pleass nots mentally the times
of the messagesa? From your rezding will vou say the primary
tactical circeuilt ws very ;tive ai Uhat tima?
L It aprear Fe, =ie,
F
SECURITY |




1 ral psrusal, would yon be
in Cdrawing The conclusion that ons or more

th@t no papers are missing.

181, 9. Do you Thalr whe kept that log ox ihe Right of 26 april
cn the nizht watch?

Ao e, 51r.

192, 9, Whose respoqsibility dis it for supsrvising the preparas-
tiom'of thoas kogad

i, That would come under the CIC officer.

& e n
A e e
b, Yeg =iv,

Ao I gonducted those checks, sir.

Ll

196s o Do fept

Al Topewe 1 wWhno keen
that would Hgain ahaly. 1 don'd mowW wito ke;t
the radio chark =zt Z1Lb. ‘

167, Q. Was it somebody on the bridge?

4, I have stated €this Fsoard 18 kepb dn CIE; so it
enypody in the bridge.

~ L - T L ). ) — = e e T 1
138, <4 Theke 1&g 3 PPimry =mutled i0 2iGT
g 1ed, EiTg

L oe 3
changing course to the 1L
s At aoreentd

A, I s=zw the HOBSCON comling le
e

: 199, @. You have testified that you observed the
- _ : =¥,

@ Elre 2f B EAm

mﬁ'
@

In oEhge words, she Wi
¥ relative bearing wa

i 200. 9. At that time what was the heading of the WASP?
| e The headlng of the WASP was ap roximately, I would say,
200, and actually we had steadisd on that counrse abt thut tine.

PR




| referring to Ex

202, @, Of the HOBSON?
when I first sighted her the bearing was 250,

-&.{\:i &

ho

e

205, & If she hore 250 relatlive you wers on CoUrss =-
Not relative~=true bearing.

B

204, Q. True bearing of the HOB3ON was approximately 250 degres:
S g

true? 7
A, My answer is +that would followe.

205, Qe From the diagram will you estimate what the range of
the WASP was at the time you first sighted the HOBSON?

COUNSEL FOR THE COURT: Pardon me, just s moment, Are you
referring to Exhibit 66%

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LIEUTENANT COMMANDER TIERNEY: Yes, sir,

COUNSET, FOR THE COURT: Iet the record show that ccunsel is
hibit number 66,

CAPTATN E?ME) . A PARTY: I would like to ask counsel to
clavify what he means, *First time,® is hs talking about ths
moment just before ths collision or ths light he previously
testified he saw at the start of the turn or shortly =-. i

COTUNSEL, REPRESENTING LIEUTENANT COMMANDER TIERNEY: I believe
ths witness tesgtified fto the effect that when he noticed the
HOBSON at about the time she bore 350 degrees relative, thersupon .
he said, "“Captain, we are in trouble,® The Captain said, ALL
BACK EMERGENCY,Y 1s that correct?

CAPTATIN W&f’QD s A PARTY: Thank you. Can you identify the
time in reslation to the collision?

oOUNRSEL FOR THE COURT: May it pleass the gourt, I thiank in
the Interest of the record, I will redusst that counsel address
ths ir remarks to the court. If the guestion isntt clsar, a
proper objsction should be made,

COURT: Coungel for the various parties will address their
remarks to the court.

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LIRUTENANT COMMANDER TIERNEY: I withdraw
that gquestiones
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A

Cﬂr to phwese That s Win oty

rround
would

T objected %o 1it, Admira
assumne wnat the whole

T fwol asayine. Limt ons af the

¥ou

wrong aiter the turn to
would

it he turned to the ri

The cowrt was cleared, The court was opened and thie court
announced that the objeetion was sustained. :

213

e | e | e s e 3
G.'céCz\, LIEETISE = BR
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,!.:
'\mmﬁ?ing c>ffir*e""- testified vesterday that
order of Commandsy ﬁle Tollowed the

ona Id

o8 pariod ‘af abov"‘ 20 seconds. Would you
sreater or lgss than th

1 be very difficul
elapsed time of th
Bk & | WEEE Tis ey

|._
'C‘?‘f"

e two statements,

to.opig TE doum- te
08
i SIS to Judge.

A T e o b e Els = s B i el &

=W B & E1F - e FECTIYE Qiilleer NMac IMed e®is =EOe
e sLars I B0 oTer Lne secondary itactiecal cirfenit, then
wihiat observed it?

i o - — 5 2 : = AN = 5 fs s

& = i teorenan Bo fome left to coursse 290, T out

' 2 ESCH Bnd obser¥sd her turuning towarlls us

burn Bowards uE; g3l I sca,_‘in ”Cap'ai_w_? wWe are in
~ = A

et the gane Time the Cants
CYH, and that is what haprened.

Zls. ge IE oms @ bEgs - e then tnis secont transmiss—
G sheird o Fou observed the MOBSON
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‘.193 e
.'{jf-.a Tl’l t

(&3 e

:
s app

1

R
[ o

oximatsly correche

)

eio“e or a 1little aftsr?

gin,- g« Wam it a 14, 6hne

4. Perhaps a 1i ttle bpefore. '

221: we Be tasn, do you wish to revise yeur testimony now to
the arfstt thas Four observation of the HDB&~N when she wasg swing
ing left was prior tc the fime ths exXscusb flse af Tiser cpdered ihe
second bransmission. Was this actually the time you were observ-
2im s Fimm R
LI ATl

Ae L domtt know that there

Some guesition in my mind as Lo
Thay were very close togs thar

22%, Q; Are seconds crucia
! T would say they ars; Fes.

203, Qs So maybe 1t makes a diffsrenes, does 1% noe?

1. Ppzaiblfe

Cross—-examined by Lisutenant Q7r£7, party:

204, G. Mre W% , from the time that the originsl turn to

280 commenced until the tims of the goridsiohn, #id you receive
any reports from ths JUHLOP officer-of«ths-=desck or the lookoubts

concsrning the loecation of aither the HOB3CN or the RODMANT
de Wu, styr, wa dLd make .

)

Py

D
O

With regard to the position of the HOBSON at various
ur Gestimony

T e‘%e LT

times«=I would like t® be sture 1 am &orract as Lo yo

at the commencement of the turn when the WASP was on 102, you

observed the HOBSON bearing 2485 degrees true, 1s that correct?
4. At the comuencement of our Turn to 260 I obssrved~-No, L

did nmot obsserve here. : _

22564 e dou didn't ebperve haw§ .
A. AL the commencement of the twrn, nos.

27 & But if she were on staticon at ths time the turn com~
senced, that would have been her correct true bsaring?
« Yen, gir, thit is Eorrects
228. Qe During the turn when the heading of the
approxiwately 160, you observed the HOB3ON besaring 250 true?
Ay e, Sire

29. @e Was that an estimate of Dbearing or is that the one you

Ae  That was an estimated beaving, ves, sir.

250, @ Then, as the headlng of the WASPF was apoproasching 280
T B EE, Yol obberv sd the HGB30ON crcssin vou} bow from vour
atarboard guarter, iz that corresct? : -

As That is correct.

1 o WNow G i by 3
231l. 4o Now, could you possibly identify the heading of the

&
ship any closer than saying you are approaching 260% FHave Tou
any idea about how far off that heading Jou were at the time?
Ao I would say that T b@?lﬂve that we were to tha right of
it 615 I am not entirely ppositi bt L BeHewms thatf T3 =% B

e

SSE
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s o during the

veu deo Chaty

L

they @.rd"oﬁn:

ep every 12 seconds,
racizing a target on
less than 4% minutes to
ative motion line and under t©
om TAA Eie repbdsk
CYIR L= o ki
i ahle to te
det efﬁnﬂﬂthﬂ
ad pesn plott

If CIC had been takihz =

ad heen no failure of the
f 4 interwnretad those ranges
% a Lo your—ualhef ory- the beld
e iy 1 féel that you woulc ha've
: it0 oner than vou were able b
| vou ¢1d use?
| T4, ¥We, I t-iak it vould bave been
i

%

9; that information gets to
] fhate is & guest:
£ all

pearings obtained from the BG radar
would be established, and that is the

I i i

i about CIC procedures? W .
Ew
a

f goutse, ithe 86 rader By reVelvimg al

? every 12 seconds. We get a new track

i and 1 uantly thev would Tace e

; . idge using radar, The pioks
| ¢ line established. Kow, from
i d it takes considerable ti
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2CY, did you have an oppor
! gency action?
5 Ae Mo, T EHanTL.

Repxamined Ly the counsel

! movensnts
| closing %
A. To a cex

SECURITY BIrCRMATION

e Fhepe vigmAlly
can determine uwnat T

plane guardson
swesp of ths BG radar

Will yor amplif¥ your answer as th what gaes op in
neral way when they are taking these ranges r

ion in my mind now.
I-ean say that fr
and ple

a rate ©
miviute we are all in the same situation in ith

gane prok

2L9, Q. Betwsen the time thaet you recognized the dan
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ancother guestion. I

The circuit being
Gile seoonUaty

was due To

Reoross-e

il

e

S P
a)
]
]

[T 1}
o o b
D W 5o
wfy, m [o)

4. Ho, indéads
[} -~ . E R
22l Q. Wouw, was tie HIBESOHN
from starboard teo port whem wvou s
. 1 wauld say thi The ‘bea
4

CONFID

ansmitter was out on the

s
thie

o A i e 3 54 o = = ez = 3
276, §. “hen what is the effect of meeting e rudder?
k. Meeting, when you say "Mest her® e affeat af thah -8
prrest Iiw sWIiE.
£79: €. Wnesn is the soumerd generally givend
A, about 10 cdegrees bhefopre tlhe bheading is reachsd., I
tihmt wouléd depend to some extent -on what type of ship vou
E@NITENE &
P50 Ba sinent the ship is approximately on her heading,
N - ol 5 # 3 <
is not swinging rapidly.

mo¥lng from port to starbocard
teadisd down®

ring was changing lsfit,

o
o ﬁropbnded“

40, 0. To your SESWEE o che o lestions the :
last, would this depend on whether the ship was operating unger
normal peacetime conditions or whether it was pperating in simu-
1ated or actual warbime conditioms at night? ' R

4. They would éagﬁilltbly Affer.
G I mient a3l - i T n{\-};y - O 11t in your previo
g 1 it pRb, ma you meptio D
testimony that the eXxecutive officer had told Iir. gl Lo
repeat certain orders previously given the captain. Do you know
of vour own knowlsdge whether that was actually done?
4, T doc not know.
272, 0. You do not know whether it was repeated or not?
i, Po, 5ive
273. ®» DO Fou Enou of woilF ORI knowledge whnether the sign
ever went out even over the primary circulil?
2, I ooy the transpission maide. &= te whether 1f wenb ow®,

don't now,
used for ordinary transmis: ion
elrciiit?
the fact that the BODMAN had
primary circulit?

Tierneys
believe you stated that when the WASP was approachi
0, the HOBB0Y was swinging rapidly across your bow,
-‘,‘3

rudder
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d85. Qs Heow, to bring two $2in ian, does the twu
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&, Yoy, ®irs

%ﬂve statwd Ea i
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is something wirieh I
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Yo e had been reminded of that by
the ez:ecu'

ive iy
[ O T 1=

statement.

ol a

Lieutenant

Recross—-exanined by

Z9¥% @.- It i pAzsiklp Ter the WASP to make a turn of 158
degrees without easing the rudder somewhere in the turn before
coming to s new course? :

L, Heo. it i= a paPt of comming & ship amto the new coufse, L
you Rold yoitf rudder cu atinuously ‘you would geo around in circle

204, d. . When the HODSON made the abrupt turn to the left fo-
ward the WaSP, accoriing to the sketch, at a distance of less th
1000 yards with a speed of approximately 25 knots, in yonr opinic
dotild. 010 an the Wasp have possibly domputed that relative moveme
and communicated it To you before you saw it yourself?

believe s0,

Counsel representing Lieutenant Commander Tisrney objected to
the guestion,
The party withdrew the qguestion and rephrased it.
295, Q. When the HOBSOHN made an abrupt turn to the left foward
T2

the WASP at a distance which you estimate to be less than 1000
yards and wvhich you estimate to be 25 knots, could CIC on the
ASP have possihly conputed that relative movement and have

commmicated that infocrmatich to Fou befere you yourseld gaw 1E7

L. My snswer i€ ney, 1 do not 'Delieve thet cambat could have
given me the pictute which I paw before 1 saw 1t.

Re-examined by the counsel for the court

296, Q. You have referred to some convarsation with the sngil
ering watch officer and some reference to the sengineer's bell
bhook in connection with your reconstructing your estimstes of
times of the seguence of sevents which you put in your log. Do
you know whether at the time of the collisiocn there was any
giffeFence babtwasn the elglferoalt cléclk and the hridge cloowd

E: No; I 48t

297. @, Tou do npt --

4. No, sir.

298. §. Your timeg of 2220 in making that turn 1s %elken froum
the bridge clock or the englﬂeer’s clocx?

Ay I moulﬂ,be from the Pridge -clock, 2ir.

29G. Qe &ﬂd ccr tain subgequent times in your log are taken
from information furnished youn by the engineering watch officer
at times he todk Ifrom the clock in the engineroom?

4. Yes, sir, and alsd my ovn estimate of what they were,

A300. R« But they ars based in part on times observed on the

clock in the engineroomn?

Ay JHes, s81p, tbdb 18 c%?
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301, Q- Do you know whether anybody after the collision cheek
ed the variation or any wvariatlion of the warious clocks on the
bridge or enginerocom from local zone time?

Ae No, I do nots :

302, @ Do you lmow when the last time they were checksd for
W

accurac ith local zone time?

As Hey slire -

Neither counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
desired further Lo examine thls witness,

The court informed ths witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything related to the subject
matter of the ingquiry that he thought should be & matter of
rscord in connection therewith, which had not been fully brought
out by the previous questioning, ;

The wiiness stated that he had nothing further to sav.

The witness rssumed his sea®t as a party.

The court then, at 1203; toolk a recess until 1330, at which
time 1t reconvened,

Presents All the members, counsgel fer the court, and the part
to the inguiry and theilr counssl, and the reporter.

No wiinesses not otherwise connected with the inguiry were
prsgenta ‘
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Q%Q\ K yeoman, second class, U. S. Wavy, enterad

]
38 rapor

HWas

A witness called by the counssl for the courtientereé,
duly swWorn, and w¥as inlormed of the subjeset matter of the induir

Txamined by the counsel for the court:

State your name, file numbsr, branch of service, and

Lo |8,
D'—(‘-'egeri_t Autv etotrian i
T e R , Commander, U. S, Navy, Executive
Officer of the U,5.S. WASP,

2, 9. And were you the Executive Officer of the WASP on 28
April 1952%
A, T was,

2. Will you state your naval and marine experlence?

5 WL graaunted from the Waval Academy in 1833, I was out of
the gervice for two yearg and returned in 1835, qu went through
Pensacola and then to bastleships for two yea”q I was in
patrol gquadrons until after the war, I had commend of z small
seaplane tender for a year, I spent’ “blee Year's in the BUPeﬂh
of Asronautics, and I “eported to the WAEP

B>
'.

4 §. Wers you on the WABP - 4 or, the bridge of the WASP
at +he time she collided with the HOBSCHe ; -
-é.'a I WC\.S.

5, @, Would you degeribe the gequence of events leading up
to thai ealligiomn; =iy¥
A, ¥May I use mJ notes?

B8, Q.- Yag, B, ey
A. (witness read1ng) I left my room at about 2210 knowing
that the recovery was scheduled for 2230, I wenk oatégp the ,oven

bridge and nheerved that the Capiain was There LTJG, ; was "
Q0P and LT ° ‘ wss JOOD, The Gap*aln Was Suﬂndlng " tHe
Dort oyro rmoeater ) about in the center of the bridge .

and. _ was on the starboard side l’STéﬁlﬂg to the cecondaV3

tactical eireuit with the hand set although the loud gpsak -
Was furned on, The night wss extremely dark aal there was &
high overcast but vigihilitv was good, A short time after I
ariraved on the bridge ¢ 5 K : . %0 give the turn
signal to the two plane guards, ' The signal was given by LT
over the secondary taetical_cirfLLt It was. “apﬂﬂted

onge, Lthen both plane guards acknowledged receipt of the signal,
Then the signal to execute was given and it was acknowledged by
both DM38's, We commenced our turn with the order Fright gtandard
rydder,? At this time I noted the positiocn of each of the plane
guards by the red truck lights, One Was on the starboard guarter
and on#& was on the port, bOW' As we started our turn I heard the
HOBSON call and 2ek if we Wthed her to take plazne guard station
for recovery., Thn Captain said %o give them an affirmative and

I passed that word on teo LT Everything séems=d to me t¢
be progresging as it should be, As We gtraightensd out or course

I again observed the red truek lights of the two plane guards, or
wag on the port bow and one Was onrn the starboard guarter, I W@S
watching the ref 1ight on the quarter when I heard the Captain

give the order ¥All Engineg Back Emergeney,? T looksd around to

CONEID!
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see the red truck light of the HOBECON disappear from view under
overhang of the flight deck and ths bow appear on our gstarboard
side, I thought for a gecond that the DMS might clear, then T
felt and hesrd the cragh, The HOBSON heeled over %o Dort and the
bow gwung slcwly around pn our starboard bow, I never sgaw the
stern but the bow rose slowly out of the water, Collision was
sounded right after the impact. When we were practically dead

in the water the Captsin gave the order R stop all sngines)t WX

7. Q. Commander, were you or did you participate in any
maneuver or in the activities on the bridge other than to relay
to the Junior Officer of the Desek the Captain's sffirmative
angwer to the HOBZON query - - in other words, were you taking
any bearings or Were you giving any - - relaying orders to the
helm or - — =%

A, Yo, sir, I wes not teking any action of that nature,

8., 2. Do you recall the Captain msking a transmisgion over
the primary taectical cireuit that invelved a course of 250%

& T-sm avt entirely €lesr in my memory theat T defitiitely
heard the Captain say - - give the signal to come to a course
of 250, 1In the conversation among the peoplie who were in the
bridge, that was brought out, and I may have heagrd it but I
am not clear on that part, T am not posgitive thst it was
not given by Lieutenant

2. Q, Lieutenan = being the JOCD on the secondary
taectical circuli?

4, Yes, sir,

10, 4, You testified that yOb observed the red truck light

on the HOBSON, D44 41t geem t6 ¥you %o be in & aaﬂgerous position?
A, All the time +hcu . observed it - - what lights appsared
turned out to be the HOBECH'g truck lights, it never occcurred.
to me that there was any danger of coellision,
11, &, And can you
the HO:‘“OF.
A, I would say it was close to 20 degrees, It app

HOBSON wags square scross our bow,

d‘

timate the angle at which the WASPF gtruck

)
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12, 2, Do you know what part of the HOBSON the WASP strucks
A, It must have been glightly abaft of amidships bacause
T could see a large vart of the bow on the starboard side of
our flight deck,
13, Q. At the time of impact®
A, At the time of impact,

14, 2. Do you tnow whether the HOBBON broke in two®
A,, I ega*t say,

)
L L (56



18, G, WA you describe all the emergency orders you heard

imme dﬂa ely prior and immedlately after collision?

A, ™he first emergency order was, of course the order the
Captain gave, "All Engines “me;gensy Back, Tomedistely after "
that, the crash "Collision' was sounded; Ioliowln that the fire
and regcue parsty was called away and T believe those were the -
only general alarm signals that were given over the general alarm
systam, The psoole were gathering on the flight deck and thL men
on the bridge directed@ them to drop life Jackets, life rafts and

1ife nets

15, Q. Do you remember the order "Turn on sll lights?"

A, The order to turn on all lights came immediately azter The
collision, I believe the Captain szid, ' 'Sound ollisilon," and
then he said, "Purn on all lights," In that order,

17, 2, And then "Man Overboasrd,? or do you remembert

A, Well, there were geveral shouts of "Man Overboard,” but I
donit believe that gignal weg vassed by the boatswain's mate,

18, Q, Did you - - when you came to the brvamvj did you receive
any information at all as to the bearing of the HOBSCN and the
RODMAY or the general situation, or were you merely onh the bridge
ag an obgerver?

A, I 4id not receive any information from any one on the
bridge as to the bearings of the two plane guards, I could see
the red truck lights - - I knew where they were gupposed to be;

I knew that we were supposed to turn into the wind to recovsry
aireraft and I knew where the plane guard stations would be when
we had completed our turn,

12, 9, Did you obgerve any one on the bridge during that time
taking any bearings on either the HOBSON or the RODMANg
A, MNo, there was no one on the open dbridge taking any bearings,
because I was gtanding right by the starbeard peleorus,
Y

20, Q. Do you recall any rangeg on either of the two ships
coming up from combat?

A, T don't reeall if any came up,

21, &, Were you in a position to observe the rudder angle
indicator?

A, Yeg, I was,

nauver?
nuard rudder wag used during the entire maneuver,

x>
m.
o
{.L?*:"a‘

23. Q. I show you a plot on the blackboard marked Exhibit 66,
Whluh igs - - or, which represents the commanding officerts oownlon
of the DLObﬂble track of the WASP from the gtart of that mansuver
to the point of collisicn, Do you agree with that plot or drawing
4, ¥ess, I agree with that,




2y, Qe The othet tra it is the commanding
officer's opinion of the HOBSCN. Are you sufficiently acgual inted
Wt e erenies Teading w267 Hre eelllFil o P g ol could expras:
an opinion a&s toe whether that is in agreement with your ideas of
the situation?

A. Well, my opinion ig based on what I have heard from the
neople who were on the bridge of the HOBSOH., I don't see how

it conld have hapgsened any other way.

clkk on that exhibi
e

25. §» Do you have in your pogeesgion Standing Orders given
to the afficers of the degck on tha WASP?
“ 4. 1 2e nat havse it right here. I heve seni for if., The
nasvigator is inxing it over: This is the Bhip's OpganirEtinm.

26. . Bhip's Orgarization of the WADP?

&, Yes,

27, e  Would PoU produss 1tY

.ﬁ.. Hel"'C j_t ..;LSO .

£t thig poiht 'the on Book of the U.5.8. WASP
was marked BXnibit 79 ion to be introduced at a

later tine,

Bxamined By the court:

L]
tlu ning with respéct to operations sich as the WASP was engaged

8. u Would you give the court your estimate of the staze of
al

~the state of training of the crew, officers and men?
h
7
X

A. Admiral, I believe that our state of training was as far
adviaficed &3 Eny other carvler in the Atlantic Fleat. ' we Laveé jnd
finished two months at Guantanamo undergoins training. We got a
relatively high mark for all operations at Guantanamo, and it's
my personal opinion that owr training was just as good as, if not
B 1ittle bether, Than mny ethe™ carFrisr ip the kilanrie Fleat,

29, 4. Can you describe such parts of the rescue cperations
as you saw with particular reference to the WASP's part in it ?

A, Yes, sir. I reguested permission Irom the Captain to
leave the bridge and go down ©o The hang 2 r deck shortly after L
the HOLSUOK disappeared. By the cvqe T was Gown there, the desh
edge elevator had been lowered,  The water was covered with all
types of life saving equipment. There were already six boats
in the water and plans were bsing made to have Ltwe more boals ﬁn
the watasr, The bPeats In the vater were the Captain's gig;. the

were two whale boats, three motor launches, and the two p rsonnel
boats. The two personnel boats were in the waler shortly after I
g0t to the hangar deck. PBach boat was manned by an officer and

)

the A1r Gronp Commender himSelf went out In oné of the perzommel

hoats 1o take charge of all the boats. Hs had radio commmi-

cations equipwent with him, and the edge of the hangar deck--the
v :

o
fow)
e, was manned by men from the WASP who were at
2 the men aboard, and as soon as the man w
he wa's covere=d with hLlankets apd put in & stretehar,

CONFIDE




be or if he was sble to walk and taken immedlately to sick bay,
J >

From there they were scrubbed down and put to bed ﬁpq gXamined

for their oond1t$on, Tt geemzd to me a very short time before we

had plGKed up everybody we could find, and, of course, I had no
WQV of measuring time af that %nstant. By the time that we had
to zet underway to retrieve or recover airerait, they were Tlying
ar and, T think that everybody was saved who ﬂas going to be gave

Orogs-—-eXamined by ﬂbﬂg ] o, B DEFEYE

BD. @, Directing yﬂur attention to the periocd immedistely priler
to the colligion and the perﬂod after the colligion ﬁnrwng wbich
you were on the bridge, was there any confusion or undue execite
ment shown by ners Oﬂnel on the bridge%

A, Well, I would say that there was no undue eonfusion, Of
course any aculdenT of th.t nature ig going Lo causge momentary

awe in everyone's mind because it's so totally unexpected, but
ag far ae confusion, I don't believe there was any confusion.

Crogs—examined by counsel representing LODR Tierney:

21 Q. About how long was it from the time of eollisgion until
g WASP was dead in the waler?

A, T obgerved the WASP was dead in the water before the HOBSOI
gank oui of gight which would make it less than four minutes
four minutes is the length of time that it was afloat,

9]

32, 2, Did you feel the englnes going astern
HOBSCN collided?

. I don't rscall that I eould feel the engines going

s rather difficult to feel the movements of the enginas Trom

t
he location on the bridge,

- o

'
F
t

R%?xamined by counsel for the courst

53, @. Do you have in your possession a copy of an orficial
report, eey from Commander Destroyer Flotilla 4 to Commander W
Crutss?n@ilich the WASP received through official channels which
gives a narrative - - a sgummary of the search and rescue operatic

Ay Ty 1P,
34, Q, Would you produce it, sir?
A, Here it is,

t this point the report from Commander Degftroyer Flotilla 4

to Commander Cruiser Division 4 which gives & summary of the
gearch and rescue operations, Wag marked Exhibit 80 for Identifi-
cation,

w

e raport was eubmitted to the parties, and to the court, and
he counsel for the court offered in evidence,

4

by

it
£




TIEUTENANT ("Y\C" A PARTY: If it plsase the court, I would
like td objset to the introduction of this report in evidencs,
Paragraph 8 of the report states that the RODMAN had lowered no
boats. The evidence before the court from several officers and
men of the HORBSON 1s to the effect thet they were rescued by
a motor lmunch boat from the RODMAN, and I think that this
report is inaccurate in that respect, and I think in dus fairnpe
to the HODMAN this should not be a part of the record,

The cowunsel for the court replieds

The couvyt was cleared. The court was opened and all parties
to the inguiry entereds The court announcsed that the objectien
was not sustained and the report would be admitited in evidence
asz Bxhibit 80,

There being ne Mrther objection, it was so rsceived, and is
appended marksd Exhibit 80, -

Neither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
desired further to examine this witness,

The court informed the witness that he was privilegsd toc make
any further statement covering anything related to the subjsect
matter of the inquiry that he thought should bhe =z matter of
record in gomnection therewith, which had not been fully brough

out by the previous gquestioning,
The witness stated that he had nothing further te =say,
The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

& witness was called by the counsel for the court, entsred,
was duly aworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the

inguirye

Examined by the counsel for the court:
ls §e¢ State your name, rank, file number, branch o;éervice, '
and present duty gtation.

de 5 ¢  , Lieutenant, USKR, tg?’kD USS WASP,

2e e State your marine and naval experisncs,

4s The first year I was 4% NROTC school for reserve officers,
and I got recogrition school and then after that I boarded the
ATASEA for two years; then I was discharged, and I was a civilis
for about Ifour or five years before I was recallsd.

3 Qa You served on board the USS ALASKA?
As Two years,

4, Qo In what capacity?
A:. As a gunnery division junior of ficer--tweniy millimeter
divisions

5. Qe And then you were relsased Lo inactive duty?
Ae Thaid's rights

s Qe And then when were you recalled?
Ay Jume 19th, last year, 108l.

e




7. 9, And what had been your service since that time?

A, T repasrted to the pre-commigeioning detail for the WASP
and then aboard the WASP after it wes commissioned,

8., Q. And have been aboard sver since?

B Seeg

g, Q, Ware you szhoard ot the 26th of April 1902%

A, Teg, BiF,

10.9. Did vou havé a watech or were you in a duty stetus on the

gvening of 26 Apri iy
&, Yeop, giv, I wag Junior Qffieqy of the Deek,

11,8, And what tive did you assume those duties? 2Nl
A, At spproximitely 10 minutes to € = - 1830,

18,8, Ty
&, 1850,

13,2, And what did your duti es during that watch consist of%
A, Primariiy I w~s manning the secondary taetical eircuit which
was being ussd that evening,

4 .49, And you were manning that gecondary ¢ircuit from the time
vou assumed the duties as Junior Officer of the Deck up to the
pellisliony

A, Well, not immedlately after I came on watch, The Tirst radi
mesgage wagsent out by the Officer of the Deck, and after that W
then we hesded back out of the wind gfter the fir t launch: frem
then I wag the only one thst sent out any messages over the cir-
curt until a2fter the collision,

At this point the court sat with clogsd doors,
The press and gpectators withdrew from the courtroom,

15,9, Now, Mister = VO (& gstarting at the point of approxims
€0 minuhes Bafore The caollimipn, Wlll ¥yeu relate, to the best of
your recellection, what messag s you sent to the dOBSON and
received from the HOBSON over the seccndary tzetical eircuit?

A, Yeg, sir, I have the notes here, I wrote the messages

.

out before I sent them go in most cases I would have them,

o

16,3, Those are your original notes made at the time you sent

i out these various messgsages tc Whieh you are going to testify?

- A, No, most casss ~ - soms of them I sent before, but primarily
that's what it is, yes, sir,

17°J9 All right®

i, Well, at 2010 er 2210, I mesap, at 2210, gent. ouy the DY B
liminary ﬁpfornatLon glgpal PO CORPEN 2685 TACKLINET FOX SPEED
By B and that was rogered for by "Underpasss® and "Horthwest,

18,8, Was that the HOBSON . - 9
8. Teg, Bir,




4]
03

I - y
proximately 2215 I gent sut the following message
YECUTE TO FOLLOW TURK 260 TACKLINE SPEED g "

o b, beih AY The ShWDS AE approximately 2220,
ut the measa \ge "MY TURN 260 TACKLI 4 PEED- 27 STANDEY

JFE EXECUTE TURN 260 TACKLINE SPEED 2?, and g ﬁt was rogsred
and then shortly after the turn had commenced, why, We 2ot
es5a2e from the HOBSOH "Do you wznt me to essume chne recovery
ation®" I am not sure that was the exact wording, but that was
import of ths mesesage, and I asked the Officer of uﬂe1380K,q
in turn, asked the eXecutive officer, and received the reply
rmative so I sent that back to the HOBSON to that particular

a
tion,
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20 . Flpht at that point, do yoi koow whather fhe Gffhesr al
“he Deck asked the executive officer or asked the Centain for a
s

TEulj to af queTyT |
&, Tt's my recollection of it now, thst he asked the executive

nTficer,

o

=

£
L2

21& Q. And the executive officer gave an affirmative without

eferring that matter to the Captain?

A, That's my present memory of it, The Captain wasg ov¥er on the
bther side of the bridge,on the port side of the bridge, and it N
bould nave been that he azsked him and I Just couldn'* ces 1t

22, Q. Was the Captain in your view?

A, He ses just acrogse the bridge from me -~ - I Was on the star-
board side of the bridge, and the Captain wag over en the pori

¥ ths gyro repsater,

kide D

23, 9. So you cdon't know - - ag I understand your testimony, is
to the effeet that it's your impression that the sxscutive officer
angwersd that query, but that it could have bsen the Captain that
cngwered and the e‘ecutlve officer merely relayed hisg affirmative?
A, That cernld have Tisen, I ocouldn't say fer sure betduge ths
executive officer could have looked at thes laptain and Jjust
potten some kind of consent from bkim,

24 Qﬁ What was the next signal? :

o= hean durlng Tl e oPrloé E wag keeping the hand get up %o

Y esr to hear any transmission and I was also wWatching the course
bf the HOBSON - - relative bearings of the turn -~ - as the turn
progressed, I followed the HOBSCN around the turn as long ag I
gould unuHL it passed over from my line of view from the starboard
tide over te the port side of fhe ghip relative at which time I
pould no longer follow her because I Was over on the starbcard
glae of the brnd&e and I agsumed the turn was spproximetely com-
bleted - - I couldn't tell becausé I couldn't see the rspealer
‘rom where I was, The Captain sent out the message Y{MIXKE CORPEYN
THOY Hhd = -

25, @, Over what circuite?

A, Over the primary tactical maneuvering cireuit, The hand
Fet = — 1t 15 flidht thePta ol the port -giée right by where he was
standing.

Py
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26, Q. And d1d you hear that message rsceipisd for by either
the Bwo ghips in company?
. Ty go, gir, I A1dn't bhesr 16, I weg In 2 pogihién wWhere 1
couldnit hedir any reply. And the executive officer who Was
atanding on the sterboard side just in front of me locked at me
and told me to repeat that particular message over the secondary
civeuait, and T wanted to assure mygell that that was what he wante
arfter I was just about ready te repeat it when I heard the Captair

give "All Engines Emergeney Back," and so I never sent it out,

d Je

i

27. 9. Mow, you speak of assuring yourself that that's what

he w;nﬁeé or thf was the *FaﬂSWTSSIOH that he wanted, How did
you assUulre yourself?

E Wsll, that T don't rebeall Ter bife = — 1 mear, I Just knoW
= & thg ‘bnl y'thing or point I wss trying to make was that I know
there was a short - = I just wanted to be sure - - to repeat

that trensmission that the Captain had justput out on the primary
eircl*t ‘

§. And in summation you obfained a ver L f1aa

B tiong

K. That's whet he wanted'mwnd it was just st the Time that
T was réady to send that sut that T hesrd Fe Captain give the
order to the lee helmgman ”&11 Engines Emergsncy Back," so I never

transmitted it on the secondary,

28, &, Mow, you spoke of obgerving the HOBSON K& were you doing

that under the orders of ap,‘yone">
A, Yee, pivr, the Officer of the Deck told me o watech the

’~TOBSG'\T as,the turn progressed,

SQ, d. And did you observe the HOBESON through a pelerus or
any other instrument?
A, T - « not through the nelorus Put I believe adv that point

I peed my blnocula% althouﬁh cculOn”t say for sure becwusn T
bhad Peen using them® ob' and 01f all evening, and T can't-d&finitely
place that particnlar time; buf I could see out on the starbeard

- ot the

quarter” just ‘after. I had staPtetl the torn and could mgkh
red dracL 11£his and I Tolgowea those

51 * . Did Wol make_out the shape of" tbe ship, or de you Peeall?

&) Very- 1ﬁ#~1e; "Birr, T 4ilnis. Prwmarl?y ‘what T cotild
e was the truck” 11ghus and_a ghort part of the- mast that BT O
jeeted up above it - - that wag really all I cowld make out dis

tihctdy Dccquae it was very dark at that time,

ST R JLQ youn know the heading - - could you tell the heading
the ﬁ@?gﬁﬁ‘W“q o as you cbserved it?

#, dJust that I knew wiere - - a2s I said, a short time before
that, I-had been chPG%vn?'lu in the DPWOTuH and chegking the,k .
bepring’ and rang I xnew where it was, gnd when T looked bask
T foung 1% wag in position immediately, and followed
LiYar oo Trom that I couldn't be sure of the eXses
heading becauge I Just coulﬂn‘* make out the shape
af the— s ‘ b

B e —
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23, 3. Did you check the bearing when it wag - - when your
purge Was 1O0FY

& ®hat's eorrsek,

54 @, And Had you checked thet bearing Yieoally?

& Yég, =17, On the starboard pelorus,

35. 0. And you chscked the range, Did you check that visually
r how?

A Mo, pir, that waes from combab,

36. Q. Was that information sent up to you from combat?

&, Yss, sir,

3%, ), ATbter you gtarted Foor turn, did you Zget any ranged from
ombat to the HOBICHNg

& I didr't get any sTter the turm had glerigd, oo,

28, Q. Did you hear any pass=2d ovar up from combat?

L. He, T 414ETE,

39. & Ané after you startad the fubn,, did you check the
earing of the HOBSON through any instrument whatever?

&, #®a, siF,

4, 4, Merely with your nagked eys or possibly +hToa h
binoculars?
A, 'Thet's right.

At this point the court sat with open doors

ow, after the HOBSON hsd passed out of your view from

d to port, will you relate 211 of the orders vou heard
ne OGﬂ”qﬂdTn% officer?

s, gir, The Tiret one would be the radio Lransﬂﬁssﬁon

18V e a*raadv given you and then after that there wWag the

to the lee helmsman "A11 Engines Emergency jaCJ,“ and

0 shortly after tpﬂt - - immediatel ¥ after the impact, the

rder - - the next order to the lee helmaman wag "All aglnes

top," I don't remember the exact order of those - - T just

now - - I cen recall mogt of the orders that wers given, but not

o H
3 e
O

4T b

O Q ’T"D"’{ ¥

T

by

151
Puw < D

oo oot

Iy

oy by
2 (D

the sxact orders Mirst: YOolligion Quartsrd" gnd "Maan the 1iTe

pate" and then "Man A1l boats,! "Light Ship, "”Llhut and Search
Lights," "Call Away the Fire and Rescue Dartv " Those are all
that I capn recall,

42, @, Now, the last transmigsion or the transmission that

ou gpoks of as hearing the uan“lﬂ give,was that after the HOBSON

ad pasged from your view on the port bow?
Bk, sir

=y el |

l')

-

43, @, Could you egtimeste how long after?
A, It would be difficult for me to give any too exact estimate,
ut I would say roughly a couple of minutes,

44 Q. Two minutas?
A, Approximately, Somewhere along about two minutes or so,
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48, @. Do you imow the ship's heading at the time of that
transmission?

‘& Na; sir, I don't. I peuldn't see =« there wiaa ho 8dpass
repeater that I could sse from where I was standing so I had no
way of knowing.

f8, G WMisn you hedrd Ghe Captain give ThHée arder tow stgp 211
engines, do vou lknow whether toe WASP had any way on?
ds Mot For sure, ‘1t was rgdily Ward o fell '‘because by |EHak
time the eollislon had securréed ghd I could zee the bow seckichn of
ide of the WASP and

the HOBSON coming avound along the starboard si
it?s juzt hard to tell although I assumed there
o

P

soms way, but shoritly after that I would say f

waan't any. I could tell when I locksd oui, th
]

at there wasn't
any, but at that time it would be hard for ms to state exactly.




1% yeoman, third class, U.S. Naval Reserve, entered
as repoerter,

47, @, Do you know whether the HOBESON broke in two?
A, Well, at the time -- :

48, Q. Frem your own knowledge.

A. At the time I ceouldn'ttell. I 4idn't knew at that time. At
that time I didn't realize it. In fact, I theought that perhaps We
nhad just hit the fantall and what 1% was deoing was heeling over
gome. That was my first impression.

49, §, Do you knew from your personal observatien 2t a later
time that the HOBSON broke in twe?

A, Well, on the starboard side of the bridee from where I was I
couldn'® t1e1l for sure. &£11 I could see was the beow sectlen as 1t
sank, se I ceuldn't tell.

50, Q. You say, Mr. ¢yl ., you were manning the secondary eir
guit from a time prier to the tlme the turn movement frem course
102 to the new course 260 oceurred, is that correct?

A. Thaet 1is eerrcet.

51. @. Was the secondary clreult the one uged to give the mes-
gsages sent out regarding this turn signal?
A. That is cerrect.

. 52, Q. Do you know why the secondary cireult was being used in-
stead of the primary ecircult?

A. T was told when I relieved the wabtch that one of the destrey—
s~rg was net up on the primary circuit apd that is 211 I was teld.
Tn ether words, that the secondary was being used as the Bflmarv
for that pight maneuver because one of the destroyers wasn't up on
the primary.

53. Q. If I understand you correctly,  yoau sald you at nro time
gggt out over the secondary circult any signal relating to & courst
A, That is correct.

54, Q. Did yoeu remain on the bridge after the eollision had oc-
curred?
A, Yes, I did.

55, Q. Would you deseribe in a narrative form what observations
vou made of the rescue eperatiens.

A, Well, as T say, first the varlous orders that I have already
given were given in qulek succession, and I don't know just exactls
phat orders went over the ship's announcing system, and for a while
L stayed right on the bridge se I ceuldn't observe that until Mr,

Lﬁ eame over and sent werd to the other destroyer abeut the
E ellision and then I went intoe the pilot house and started in to
et the names of the people who had been on the bridge and then Mr,
(7 teok that over, $o from then on I stayed either owt on
the so-galled open brldge or the starboard wing so I would be right
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by the secondary hand set in case there were any more radio dls-
patches to go out to the RODMAN end during that period I could see
the scene, Almost immedlately there were beoats in the water and
there were & number of life rafts and life jackets and inflatable
1ife rafts like the aviators had and equipment, flotation gear, Was
completely covering the ares and it was covered with a deep layer
of fuel oll and during that period the searchlights from the WASP
were playing over all the area and also some cf the much weaker
signal searchlights were golng back and forth and picked up various
survivors and pointed them out by helding them on ther until a boat
came to pilek them up and then go over on scmebody else, and during
that period there were some radio messages from the ROTMAN asking
us if we had a surviver in the searchlight so they would know %o
direet somebody over and whether we were Trying to find some more
aurvivers. That went on, boats kept circling wider and kept going
back and forth and any time a searchlight would stop one of the
boats would go over in that area and see 1T There was anyone. That
continued and the RODMAN then came over on the starbeard beam and
they also put some boats in the water and were using thelr search-
lighte to help with the operations. I was told on the bridge the
boats were signaling them. Some of them wanted to know what fio do
and were asking the signal bridge what they should do and any Tar-
ther orders, and they were told to standby and keep searching until
they got some final order and during that perlod it was deeided
that it would be essential %o try to recover the planes if we could
do 1t at all and the boats were told to standby and continue gearch
ing.

56, Q. The planes were running lew on gas at that time?

A. Yes, that is correct. As I understand 1%, they were practic-
ally down to the minimum safety factor;, se the boats were told %o -
standby, the units from the main %ask force were approaching and
they would be there, and to standby with them, and we would ge out
and recover the planes,

57, Q. In spite of the dameged condition of the WASP and low fuel
condition of the planes, wag the plane recovery successful?

A, Well, T had left the bridge before that. I had been relieved
and had left the bridge before that aectually took place.

58. Q. You subsequently learned some of the planes had safely
returned? ' :

A, Yes, I was told it had been very suceessful, there were no
hitches at all. It had gone very well,

59. Q. Directing your attentlon baeck now to the earlier portion
of your Gestimony when you mentiened seeing the light of the HOBSON
s 1t proceeded from the starbeard side over to the port side of
the WASP, were you at any time able te see the hull of the HOBSON?
A, Not distinctly engough se I could really make out anything more
thantg black ferm, not so I could make cut what its heading was at
any time.

go.?a. The water looked very black and the hull merged into the
water

A, It was very dark znd the water was dark and it was of course
toward us down on the horizon, so none of the hull was projecting
ap above the horizon, jJjust the mast, :
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Oross-examined by counsel representing Lieutenant Cemmander
Tierney:

61, Q. What is your eivlilian occupation, Lieutenant?
A, I =m & beacher. ,

62. Q. What is your field?
4L, Palitiecal sclence. )

63, Q. Have you had any training in physies?
A. No special training, juwst have taken some courses.

84. Q. Do vou knew what candlepeower means?
A, Yes.

65, Q. What does it mean? A
A, In general the lntensity of light you mean?

66, Q. That is exactly what I am talking about, If a light has
twice the candlepower of enother light, will the intensity of the
1ight with the greater candlepower be greater? :

A, Yes, gir, ' ,

67, Q. Now 1f I take one light whieh is & réd light and in back
of it I put another red light on a dark night, de you think that
the intensity of the illumination would be increased?

A, Yes. :

68, Q, There is in the record testimeny te the effect that the
trueck lights on the HOBSON were fore and aft and ran aleng the
center line of the ship. The distance between the lights has beer
gald to be bebtween three and six feet. New assume, Lieutenant,
that you were looking at the HOBSON from this angle (indieating)’
initially and then the HOBSON turned toward you se that instead of
looking at the lights broadside in this (indicating) way you looke
at the lights in line, would the intensity of these lights appear
to inersase?

A. Well, I would assume that would be the logiecal conelusion in
that case, yes.

89, Q. Have you ever leoked at this diagram of the collisien be-

fore? |
A, I think that a very similar diagram was shown to me, yes.

760, Q. Have you studied it carefully?
A, I 3lust glanced at 1t for a short time.

71, Q. Could you come up please;

COUNSEL FOR THE COURT: Let the record show that counsel is re—
ferring te Exhiblt 66,

Q. (continued) Will vou look at that. This is the traeck of the

| HOBSON, This is the track of the WASP,

GAPTAIN. ‘ﬁ&y/&g If 1t please the court, T hate to interrups
at this time but.I think it sheuld be pointed out again this is th
best estimate of the Captain.mmwd not necessarily a true statement,
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COURT: The eourt takes cegnizance of that. The exhibit ie an
legtimate.

Q. (centinued) As ‘yeu observed the HOBSON steaming down this
track where was your position on beoard the carrier®
A, I was on the starboard side of the bridge.

72, Q. A% thait time, Lieutenant, just putting yourself on beoard
the carrier, were you loeking at those lights head-on on the HCBI
T reallv couldn't say. At that distanece I really eeculdn't
make out the relative pesitien of the twe lights., They just more
or legs merged., I couldn't use those for a guide to check very

carefu_1v on the heading.

vt 19 Q. Gould you plck out any place on thig line’ of the HOBSON
wherein- she is pointing direectly toward the WASP? Take your time.
Now remember we have two ships. They start here at Z2221; ThHey art
here at 2223; they are here at 2224, Now, could you ShOW'me at
any: time. on this track of the HOBEON where it would be- polnting
directly toward the WASP?

A,  The only point I ean see —- 1 am n@t sure I mnderstand what
you mean by peinting direetly. The only time I can see would be
approximately here %indicating). They weuld be en directly oppo-
gifte: course. : ' ‘

74, Q. Will you —- right there you say?
A, I am not sure just what you mean.

75, Q. Bight here you say?

A, By p@lntlng at it =~ I mean they weuld be on direetly cpposit
courses. I don't see any other point where I would say the HCBEBOD
was pointing at the WASP, :

76. Q. If the WASP were here at thisg point at 2224:30 approxi-
mately and the HOBSON were here at 22242 50 approximately, would tk
HOB3CH then be peinting directly at the - -

A, Yes, I can see what you mean new.

COURT: The guestion was: Would it be peinting?
WITHESS: Yes, sir, |

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LIEUTENANT COMMANDER TIERNEY: I wewld like
to indieate that peint en the chart if I might, sir.

COUNSEL FOR THE COURT: The thing I objected to this morning was
drawing these lines. If he wants te mark the peilnrnts he has indi~
cated by an "E" and an "P" counsel for the court has no objection.

COURT: So mark them,

77. @. Gould you put the point where the HEBSCN was when she wae
pointing direcily toward the WASP? If the WASP were at this posi-
tion -~ will you indicate that pesltlon please, with the letter
"E" .- and if the HOBSGN were in this posltﬁ@n -— indicate with an
"E' .. would the HOBSON be pointing directly. toward the WASP?
(Witness so marks Exhibit 68). :

A, Tf they had Yeen in those uwe positiens, yes.

er




Cross-examined by Lieutenant ?7*&9} e party:

78, §. Mr. ?ﬁ/&g , have you ever stcod top deck watches?
A, No, sir. e _ ‘

79, Q. Do you remember approximately how long vou have siocod
watches as Junior Cfficer of the Deck?
A, The whole time that I have been on the WASP I have been stand

ing them, I am qguite sure.

820, Q; During your experlence in the Navy during the war you
never stoeod any deck watches?
A, No, I didn't, I steod gunnery wateches.,

8l, Q. Did I understand you to say there were no means available
on the starboard side of the bridge with which you take bearings? .
A, No, I didn't say that. I said that early in the evening I ha
taken two bearings on the HOBSCON,

82. Q. You could have taken bearings on the HOBSON during the
turns. You have the means available to you.

I A. It is out oen the open part of the bridge aleng the starboard
slde and I was manning. the secondary ftactical hand set and so fer
that reason there was no way to get to the pelorus. I couldn't
gtand by the hand set and also be out on the pelorus.

83. Q. Then 1if you manned the hand set in the position in whieh
it was located, it was impossible for you to take accurate and tru

hearings.,
A, That i1s ecorrect,

84. Q. Did you maintain a log of outgoing or incoming mesgages?
A. We didn't up on the bridge. It was my understanding that CIC
did maintain such a log. They kept a wateh on that eircuit and di
log the various transmlssions.

85. Q. Do you know whether they aetually did or not?
A. I don't knew that evening. I knew it was customary te do
thata

86. Q. Was 1t to all eircuits?

A. I don't know exactly what set up they had down in combat, I
now they ordinarily monitored the primary maneuver’®ireuit and dic
kKeep a log on 1%t and also ag far as I know their ocwn mefd they moni-
tored, but I am not sure just about what provision they hed down

%here Tor keeping a log.

87. Q. On the bridge did you maintain a log of the transmissions
of the primary cireult?

A. Ro, sir, other than the only thing they would have kept would
be the quartermaster's log and orders to the heim of the ship,

88,“@. Where you were gtanding during this turn was it possible
at any time fer you te know the heading of the ship?

E A, Of the WASP? No, it wasn't. I ceuldn't sgee any compass read-
ngs.

f
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¥89 Q. Did you have any means available to you to know the rudd
angle?

A, "There 1s a rudder angle indicator on ‘g control ‘paneTitHat“is
eut . uhere bt I wds in ‘such a position so that most of the time
theé executive officer wag standlng right ouft there, and I ceuldn!

see tnat.‘

80, Q. How far on the port bow did the h@BSON have to be before
you lest. 91cht of “1£7 '
LAF e o from ny pesition on the bridge 1t is rather dlffloult
te give an decurate ‘estimate bécause you are far enough—over -on tk
starboard ‘side “go 3% 19 really difficult to ‘estimate Just - ~whéTe
amidships 1's, But the closgest T: want “t0 “gay ‘definitely is that:dit
was just pa551ng over from the §tdrboard ‘side to the- povt eldey

91. Q. Ag T remember & you lost sight of the ﬂOBSON about the

tlme that 1% &rossed your bow.w
o P Approx1mately.;“&s I sdy, “from the position od fh&- extreme

starboard-side of “the shipJI wouldn't want to make any_ more RO8L~
ulve statement than that. S ,

92, Q. Gould you ever sgee the wake of the HOBSON?

As Vot 50 that T clearly renember” exactly. ‘T think &t the Tirsi
T gould make out ‘a sliight white wake behind it but as I say 1t was
very dark., Whethér I actually saw the wake or at which time T di¢
Dreviously see 1t and 81 oW prOJectlng 1t up to that tlme.;‘

95 Q' At thé time ‘the HOBSON orossed the bow*and youi “lest sigh1
did you have ‘any 1mﬁressi@n regarding its rings as compared to the

range “at the beginnirig of the furn?

A, Yes. As far.as I could tell at the time, censidering the cor
dltiuns tHe Tighting ¢onditions, and the fact ‘that all T had to
estlmate from was the truck lights, 1t .seemed te be making a per-
fectly normal. reélative movement and ‘malntained approximately the
same range . ¢t had at the beginning,

94, Q. Then you.d1dn't feel .when, you saw if, 1t was closer than
3000 yardd?

Andis, sip, I dide't. Durlng e Whole bime it seemed to be fol
lowing what i would e¥pect to be thé normal ralative motion for

that tybe of turn._ﬁ

; 95. Q. Were you 1n 8, p651t10n Where you ‘Bould Hear the ovders tc
the Helmsman? '

A, Well, T couldn’t repeat them exactly. Of course, I knew ap—
Drox1mately what was going to be given so when I heard an order
the helm =T eould say that that pfobale was what i%, Was but | 58
couldn't Werd them exactTy. sl D ;

'96. Q. Could-ydu hesr What thé stéereman’saia? W
“ A, No, 'that woeuld De ‘i 1n}some”cases e could But at’ 0the? time
I<ceuldn‘t ‘Wecause he' WQuld be,repeatlng it more toward .the port

'side of the' ship where . tne @ffleer 'of “thé Deek Shid the Gaptéln wer
'standing, and 1t would go through the 1little poert heoles around the

Dllat house,

08, CONG




97, Q. Do you know 1f prior to the collislon he ever reported
he was steady on his course?
A, No, I couldn't say that.

Re-examined by counsel for the court:

8. €. Xp. , what are your duties as Junier Officer of
the Deck?

A, Well, the duties as Junler Offiecer of the Deek would vary
from one Offlcer of the Deck to the other because it would depend
on just what he wanted the Junior Officer of the Deck %o de, and
different Officers of the Deeck have different waye of using the
Junior Qfficer of the Deck,

99. Q. And you were confining your duties to manning a hand set
on the secondary tactical veice circuit on the orders of the

Offieer of the Deck?
A, That is correct, and after the fturn began I was watceching fthe

course, relative motion of the HOBSON asAwent avound in the turns b

100, Q. But 8till malntaining your duty at the hand set of‘the
gecondary tactical circult?
A: That is coerrect, .

101. Q. And from the posltion that you have Tto asgume in manning
that hand set a pelorus or other instrument through which you can
take g true bearing, is not accessible, is that right?

A, That 1s correct.

Recross-examined by Captain ~ a party:

102, Q. Did you report to the Officer of the Deck when you lost

sight of the HOBSON?
A, Not that I reeazall,

. Cross-examined by Lieutenant , & party:

103. Q. What did you think Lieutenant ._ meant when he told

you to watch the HOBSON?
A. Just to see that the HCBSON was starting in its turn and that

the relatlive moftion of the HOBSON was aleng the line that Would be
expected in the type of maneuver we were making.

104, Q. Pid you feel that he meant for you to stop watching the
HOBSON when 1t crossed the bow?

A, Well, the only reasen that I did that ls, as I said, that he
had told me previously to keep the hand set up to my ear so I could
hear any transmissions ever 1t during flight operations. If there
is any nolise from the planes on the flight deck 1%t 1g easy to miss
a transmisslion coming in over the speakers or if at the particular
time an order was given to the helm or lee helmsman seo he had teld
me to keep the hand seft up Lo my ear.

105, Q. You didn't have any planes ftaking off at that time?
Ac NO, Sir.

106, Q. You said you understood Lieutenant - . to mean you
should ascertain that the HOBSON had started in its turn?

CONE]
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4. Yes, sir, that was--that is normally--when an Officer of
the Deck told me that, that is norwallg witat T understood, %o
male sure, when your plame guard and you gtarted your turn, that
the destrover asccompanying the WABP was aslso starting om the
proper tirn for that particular coursa.

107, s O this occmsion hgd Fout as that fTaet?

e 0 R truck lights on €th o sag that they
were as ¢losely ag I could estimate ke range and
following what would he a normal rela ment for the parti
cular turn we were mpaking, which was hiatp trn 1o the =ighi.

104, Q. 4And by your Dﬂa“v tien ol the Ttrutk lis
O 330, wou came to the conclusion that she was €
..'i -

F T 1= mske cut she kept the range and the relative motio
was such, That was what I assumed as far ss I could see,

109, Qe And you got no range from combat?

A, I didn't get any range Ifrom combat.

3110, D. And the truek lights That you apoke about were so fTar
Simtant St e eaulantt ﬂscefaain any space hetweent

A Not clearly enough so I could use that as an actual guide
IS g they tended to.mgﬁg@ the whole time and I really couldnt
1 fee £ 53 '

& *

=
themn out Lo use them to estimate the angls
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1lls Q Then as I understand fOU? testimony,
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conclusion that the HCOHESON was mal ting a rignht turn simiitaneousl,
&1&3 you merely by a Deeman's eye bearing on the truck Tights of

the
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Neither the counsel for the couri, the court, nor the variies
desired further fo exsmine this wiiness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering aﬂy thing relatsed to the subject
matiter of the inguiry that he thought should be a matter of
reaprid dn ronieiict det exhtn, which had not been fully Srongit
out by the previous guestioning,

A WiIT c by thﬂ ccun el for the court entered, was dul:
sWorn, &rd was inferiked of the qvogec* mE tter of the ingulry.

Exemined by ike colinsel for the courts

1« G+ Hiate your name; reEnk, serial mmbery Iraneh of sService.
and present duty station. :

A 'T5~Q$> ' Ensign, U. S. Naval Reserve, (Y C
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3., 2. State your naval and mrii¥ery eXxperience,
A, T have been in the Naval Reserve since February of last year.
T went te bthe Officer Candldate School ir Newport in November,
graduated in March and had been assigned Te the WAEP ever sinee.

4, Q. Since March 1952°?
A, Since March 1952,

L]

Q. Did you have & watch on the night of 26 April 1952%
Yes, sir, I was JOOW, .

Q. And what time did you come on duty?
I cams on duty approximately 1940,

o o
»

7. Q. And where did you stand that duty?

A. From 1940 until approximately 2130 I stocd the duty in the
pilot house and after 2130 I went up en the bridge and was there
until the time of the collisien.

8. §. You were ocut on the open bridge from 2130 until The time

of the cellisleon? .
A, Aetually that would be untll 2228,

9. §. Where were you standing with reference to the commanding
offieer? . : -

A, He was on the pert wing of the bridge and I was on the star-
board wing, and I was behind the captain,

10. @. He was on the pert wing and you were on the starboard

A, T was on the gtarbosrd wing near the exit door.

11, Q. ¥Where were you standing with reference to Lieutenant

T ngraham? ' '

- A, I was behind Lieutenant {H-\C . He was alse on the star-
board wing of the bridge. '

12, Q. Were you 1n a position teo hear the orders teo the steers-
man and te the englne order telegraph and observe whether those
crders were carried out?

A, Yes, sir, I believe I was,

13. Q. Commeneing with about 2200 will you relste the seduence o
orders to the helmsman? -

A, Yes, gslr. Asg best as I can recall around 2215 Mr, Ebj;V =
%ave the order to the JOD te give ever the primary or secondary
;actical -~ '

.14, Q. I asked you what orders fo the helmsman.
A, Excgse me. The orders to the helm were RIGHT STANDARD RUDDER
et the time of the execubion which was approximately 2220, and thé

folleowing that --

15. @. Had there been a turn signal 260 given and exeeuted?
A, Yes, sir, there had. =

F‘*. i
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16. Q. And what’'was the erder to the helmsman on that signal?
A, RIGHT STANDARD RUDDER.

17. Q. And were you in a position te observe the rudder angle
indicabor?

4, No, sir, I wasn't,

18, Q. Did you hear any other orders te the helm after that -

order and befere the cellisioen?
&, Yes, slr, I belisve Mr, »f;&yt said "EASE T0 FIVE, THEN CCOME

e 268,

19, Q; Do you know whether the WAEP ever steadied on 2607
A, No, gir, I am net sure abeut 1%. :

20, Q. During this time and after the exeeution of the turn sig-

Ilnal dlid you hear any query come ovel by velce from the HOBSCGN?

A. I am not sure what ship 1t was, but one of the two destroyers
signaled us and asked 1f they were to assume plane guard station.
I believe that was the HOBSON and we answered them in the affirme~

tive,

2l. Q. Was te assume plane guard station or plane guard recovery

station? )
A, T believe it was plane guard recovery station.

22, 9. That is your best recolleetion?
A. Tes, Hir, , :

23, Q. Were you aware before the executlen of that turn signal -
were you aware of the loeation of the HOBSON?
A. Yes, sir, I was, ,

24, Q. During the time did you observe the red truck lights of
the HOBSON?
- A, I dldn't observe Them until they appeared off our port bow.

25, Q. Originally they were on your starboard quarter?
A, Yes, sir. _ ' .

28. Q. And they became lost to your view or were you just net
observing?

A. At the particular time I was leekling straight ahesd., I was
observing the lights of the other destroyer. “

27. Q. And then the next time you saw the HOBSON'g lights they
were off your peort bew?
A, Yes, sir, :

28. Q. Moving in what direectign?
A, Moving frem port te starboard,

thzié Q. Port %o starboard. And how long before the collislon was
2EY
A, 8ir, the time there, I couldn®t make an aceurate estimate.

CONFIDE
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30, Q. It was almost immediately? '

4, It wasn't almost immediately. The first thing I noticed was
the red light, and I didn't think anything was wrong with it. T
agsumed that was the ROIMAN, as a matter of fact, and 1t was to me
a very hard night te judge any depth whatsoever. It was exbremely
black. The next thing I noticed the light appeared %o be getting
slightly brighter and before that the Captain gave EMERGENCY BACK,

31. Q. When you first observed the HGBSON te the right en your
port bow did 1t have any relative mevement that you observed or we

the relative movement to the right?
A. The relative mevement was to The right at a very slew rate.

32. Q. Very glow frem the time vou first ebserved it?
Aa Hed, ThP.

335. Q. Coenld vou estimafe the lapse of time Trom the time you
first obgerved that light te its relative movement to yeomr right
and until it grew brighter and the Captain ordered ALL ENGINES

BAGK EMERGENCY?
A.. It was a relatively short time, sir. I wouldn®t be able to

accurately astimate that.

34, ®. A minute or seconds.
A, I would say possibly a minube,

' 35, Q. After the Captain ordered ALL ENGINES BACK EMERGENCY what
were the next orders he geve and what other orders did you hear?
A. The next order I believe, sir, is COLLISIGN QUARTERS and ALL

ENGINES, EMERGENCY STOP,

36. Q.. Did you hear a signal HAN OVERBOARD?
&+ Xes, dlr. :

37. Q. FIRE AND RESCUE PARTY AWAY®?
K. Tas, sies

38. Q. MAN THE LIFEBOATS?
As Yes, sgir,

39. Q. TURN ON ALL LLGHTS?
& Teg, siF,

4@ Q. Just answer this questlem yes or no. Did you hear any
mesgage transmitted that related —- during this time from the time
of your turn signal 260, did you hear any message transmitted thet
related te a course 250

A. Ne, sir, net that T remember.

41l. Q. Were you able to tell or de you know what the heading eof
the ship was at the time of collisioen? ‘
A, I assumed, sir, 1t was very near 260, That is what I theught,

42, Q. Had you been watehing any gyro repeater?
A, From my pesition I could see ne gyro repeater,

43, Q. Then that is your lmpression?
A. Yes, sir, .

CONFIDENTIA
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44, Q. You were standing right behind Lieutenant (5o : who hs
the . secondary taeticsl hand set in his hand?
A, Thatls right, sir.

45, @. Did he receive for transmissien, that you remember, derin
the period you deseribed, any order relating Tto a coursgse of 2507
A. NO,V sir.

46, Q. He didn't receive it or don't you remember?
A, I remember he didn't send any.

47, Q. Do you remember him getting one?
A, You mean from the Captain, sir?

48, Q. Or frem any ether officer on the open bridgs.
A, Not that I remember.

Cross—examined by Captain' G , a party:

49, Q. Mr., Ny _ , as far as the general nature of yeur dmtie
are cencerneld or were concerned, at that time it was a questioen of
instruetion, was it not?

A. Yeg, sir,

50, @. You received orders from the Cfficer of the Deck to
practice on gomething for awhile? The pletting, I believe you wer
dOingt : ) : '

A, M¥eanfévering board. 4§

51, Q. Maneuvering board, and what I am getting at ie you had, a
L undersbtand it, no dutles connected with the maneuvering ef the
ship or assigned to you to stand as a lookout er wateh fer any par-
ticular thing. R

A, Ne, sir, I have no speeifie duties unless the @ffiecer of the
Deck . or the Captain tells me.

2. G. It wase Just a2 matter to be up there z2nd observe what was
going on and go through any practice exereises that are agsigned te
voun .from time to time?

A, That's right, sir.

Gross-examined by Lieutenant(?}an~, a party:

53, Q. Were.jou standing aft of Lieutenant <. (.. °
A, Yes, eir, I was. - T}ny,

54, Q. About how far behind him were yeu?
A, Probably three feet, , :

5. Q. About three feet. Had you been in that same position
aince you had come on the bridge?

A, When T first came on the bridge I was working maneuvering
anrd problems at the table on the bridge and when the Captain came
n the bridge I stepped back by the searchlight talker te clear the
bridge for anybthing he might want to do.

56. Q. VWere yeu in that pesitien behind Lieutenant/%y,cay s

Fore the commencement of this typn te 2607 =
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A, Yeg, sir, I was.

57. Q. At thet time could you see the RODMAN?
A, Yes, sir, I could if I looked around behind me and the searck

light talker.

58. Q. And where was the searchlight talker in regard to you?
A. Exouse me. I was talking about the HOBSON, I could see the

RODMAN if I stepped forward.

58, 9. Hew far®
A, Just lean my head forward.

60. Q. Was there anything which would obseure Lientenant
Ingraham's view that would net obscure your view frem the bridge
A, T den't think so, sir.

6l. Q. In your opinlon frem where Lleutenant ‘3j/ﬁo was stand-
ing eould he have seen the ROCDMAN? :
A, T would think he could, sir.

62. Q. Do you know if he changed his pesitien from the time the
turn cemmenced until the time of the coellision? '

A. He might have moved in various small areas. He didn't go
from one side of the bridge to the other, sgir.

65. Q. Can you estimate how fer the FOBSON was on your port bow

|lwhen vou first saw him?

A, When I first saw it, slr, it secemed far enough away that I
thought nothing was wrong.

64, Q. I am not talking about the range. Can you estimate the
angle between thg bow of the WAEP -~
- A. Possibly 157.

65. Q. About 15° on the port bow.
A. Cn the port bow.

66. Q. Do yeu know what the relative position of the HOBSON woul
have been after the turn was completed aznd it was on station?

A, Tts relative position weuld be on eur sgtarbeard gusriter, sir.
The RODMAN or the HOBSON? ! |

67, 4. The HOBSON,
A YGS, gir,

68. Q. Now the HOBSON was on your starbeard guarter at the com-

- mencement of the turn, wasn't 1t?

A, That ig cerreet, sir.

69. Q. And it was your understanding that it would be in that
same reslative poelitien at the cemplefion of the turn?
A, That 1s what I thought, sir, !

70. Q. Did you have ‘any means with which vou could take zceurate
true Dearings on the HOBSON?
A, From the pogitioen I was at?




71. Q. From the position you were standing.
A. No, sir,

Neither the counsel for the court, the court, ner the parties
desired te further examine This witmess.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make ar
further statement cevering anything related toc the subject matter
of the inguiry that he thought should be a matter of recerd in cor
nection therewith, which had not been fully brought out by the pre
vieus guegtioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness wag duly warned and withdrew,
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<E;-£9 . veoman, first class, U. 5. Havy, entsrsd as
reportar. ' :
A witness called by the counsel for the court entsrsd, was duly
sworn, and was informed of the subject matier of the ingquirys.
Examined by the court:

State your name, rate, service number, branch of service,

Le Se
and prssent duty stabtion. ;

Ad s Bels o . 88, B . U. 8. 8. WASP, quartermaster
strikere. '

Qe How long have you been in the Navy;fsx

o

~ 8 3

As Well, I've come back about a year ago, 31r, about two
vyears nows I was In during the war - I was out for feur years,

Se Re How long did you serve during the war?

-4 Three yedr'sy sir. .
L, @e And how much of that time was at sea?
As Most all that time, sir. :

5e B+ And you have been back two years?
Az Yes, gir, I was in Ghe Reserves. L went BEeguler +this TEEr

8. §o How long have you been back on active duty?
About a year and & half, now I should say,.

7o @eo How much of that time has been at sea?

La All of that timee

How long have you been aboard the WASP?
nce recomilssioning, sir, in October., .

@
s
k7]

Se §
S

o e O 1PELY

@]
ks That¥s righd, siv.

a2

De &s Now, on the night of -~ the evening of 26 April 1952,
did you have a watch? : -
b Yoy i,

fed

1ll. @. ¥hat was that watch?
Aes That was the quarbermaster watch.,

12, 8. You were quartermaster of the wateh?
A, Thatt's right, sir. ;

13. @ &nd as guartermaster of the watch what were your duties?

Ae. Xeep the log, sir, keep the quartsrmaster's notsbook and :
waather log, sir.

coNFILR
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14, Qe dnd what time 4id you assume that watch?
Ao AT 1045, sire .

15. @ Now, dirscting youwr attention $o appreximately REOCE

e TS - ST e

16, Q- On the evening of April 26, what was the course and

spesd of the WASP?
A. The coursge and speed was 102°, sir, and 25 knots.

7¢ Qe Who was the officer of the dec
As Lieutemant N¢pNo -

18. Q. Will you state to the court, after 2200 when you wer
on course 102, what orders you heard the Officer-of-the-Deck

give to the nelm9
As We were on That course as close as I could get until

about 2220 when we changed course and changed snaad about th
same time to 27 krnotss

s Qo And what orders did you hear the QOfficer=-of-the~Deck
lea to the steersman? :
A. Well, they gave might standard rudder, sir. I'm not
too sure of that,

20s Qo Tour imprsasiocn 15 that right atandard rudosr - %
B ¥Eray, 21lFs 0

2le Q. Dld yuu cbserve the rudder angle ilndicator?
ds No, siv, T was writidg 1n the log at that time,

g2, @+ You wepre &agaged in writling ih the log, by 4HST yom
mean bthe quartermastert!s nobebook?
Ao Notebook, ¥es, 8ire.

’

FW

s Yo, SiF,-To ehangs apead te- 27 notsp = i
+ G« Did bhs do that by an eorder %o increase so mayuy turas
or was the order to 27 knots?

&s I beliate, =01, he Tang up tirne for BT kootmg

N
3

BESs G« Did he ring Theém up of 'tie engimeé order telegrapht?
bs Les, 8irs \

268s Ba Were you in a2 position to observe whether that ordsr
was promptly answered by the sngine room?

As Yes, sir, it was prowmptly answsred - I mean I could hear
bells which acknowledged from the engine room - it was
acknowladgede

e

Be s Id you hear M, fbf’ﬂaglve any change of S“@ad orders?




i o ————

87, @« Wow, after that erder of right stanberd ruddsr, do you
now vhetaer thes sbteersman reported the fact he was settled
down on any particular sourse or not?

A, Ho, sir, 1 couldn't say for sure, Sir.

'J

T8 @e Do you know whether the ship ever settled down on any -

ie 1 'belleyve 1t did, si¥, I wouldntt be too sure about LRAL

£,

el L8

29, Qs It is your impression that it did steady on course?
Ae Yes, sir.

30, 8. Do you know the courss?
As 260, ’

2l. e Did yoeu hear any grders as Lo Lhe belm relating Te a
course of 2507

Ao Yoz, asire To my impression 255, as coming around into
the wind and the wind, I believe, the wind was 255, It would
have been better to pieck up planes at that coursse.

32, 8+ WMo dsgiusd that order?
IR N T S L¢eutenaaffﬂjw b

23, Qe Do you ¥oow = Penekber €he wording of thet order?

he®l

de Nog, i, I daptba. .

il i -
34, Qs Do you know whether the ship had changed its heading
in response to that order by the time of collision?
bo [ souldnlt be mnres oF fhat; Eirs .

538« Geo And what was the next order you heard?
A, Well, that was. y

560 Be Aftsr that?
Bs The sSheed GxBEngt, sivr, righlt Sfber Ghaik.
37, & What was the speed change after Mr. R~ ordsrsd

change = regarding 250 - £255%
Aes I wasn!it too sure of that, sire.

38, Qe To refresh your recolleotfong wasn't the spsed ordsr
given at the same time the order to change course to 280 or
do you know?

A. I don't lknow that, sir.

39, Qe What was the next order you heard?
As Well, the next order I heard, sir, was the “"ELERGENCY
G

BACKTING DOWT OF ALL ENGINESY, sire

4C. Qs And who gave that ordan?
Ee T EBelleys Captain R/b




41, 8 Was it promptly rung up cn the enginme order telegraph?

L, Yei, ®il; 11 Wags

42. Q. By whom?
Ay, By the lee helmsman, sir.

43, §. Was it promptly answered by the engine room?
e EE, S

dd. B+ Did o hear the bellz?d
Aw I Bgard fthe Pellss i

45, Ge Did you hear the helmsman - lee helmsman sing out that
it had been answersed?
;’_’5,0 Yexs, i o

And then what was the next thing you saw or hsard?

48 Qe

Ae Then the next thing was the erash, sir, then we had stopped
all engines and Captailn Q)Q had ordered all sngines
stoppeda ‘

47, Qe That was after - - =%
A. Almost Immediately.

sfter the collision?

‘/_LS @, L\.;LQ
2 S8, g8ira '

T

49. Qe Did you hear any orders relating to collision guarters?
e sir, that we gave collision quarters on the ship -
on ths whistle, sir, immsdiatelrv.

50, Q= On the ship's whistle?
As & blast on the shipts whistle.

5ls Qe How many blasts of the shipt!s whistle?

A. That was after - Ifthink two. f g

S2. G After collision?
As The minute we collided,

53« Qe Who gave that order, sounded two blasts on the shipts
whistle? _

A. Captain "~ L~ ordered the collisien blast and then
collision quarvers. That is as close as I remember,

54. @+ Did you see anybody pull the wﬁlstWe?
Ae I think I heard - yes, sir. :

Sl %, Pid you hear any other emergency order given by the
commanding officer? -
A, Yes, sir, toc get all life rafts - let them go.




57, Qe .Fire and rescue party?
A, VYes, sir, damage conirol. -

The smoking lamp is out

8. &«
TEb,; Zirs

41
A ¥

. Qe Various other orders?
Ao ALmOSu immediately, sire .
G T han you a document marked Exhibit 867 and - what
DUrpPOrtS be the guartermasterts notebook for the 20 to 2400
wateh on spril, and purports teo be signed by 15 2

that your signature?

g& Fel,  1HIF

8l, Qe Is this document the one you were uging as the gquarter-
masteris notebook?

Lo Versy Sl¥s )

i
4
L
26
i

m O‘O

[&W]

« 3. In which you wers making entries that you just mentionec
Yo ‘

gy | B

P O
-]

.., T notice that starting with 2220 - wil
urt all the entries through the entry at
s, sir. W"2220 - Have course change 2350°

64. Qe 22%20%7 , Wt

A, Yeb, 5irs - Thé speﬂd ghange I didaft get in fherse. At 2820
I ecrossed out PALL BNCINES BACK BMERGENCY." %2222%, T crossed
out 2220, I realized at 2220 we made the course cnanéea I have
2224 COlLlSlOﬂ with the U. 8. 8, HOBSON, thzt was wromg - I
crossed all that and mede a corrsction, that was on my own, sSir.
woamgh I have “lowerad aIl life boats.® We237, number £ rparft

CA

a
ste)
s 1.

12l

o

CDC“QQ:}:

=0 o

boat in the water." #2238," that was the.word I got, I had not
actually observed that. Well, here "R222, was away flre and
rescus pawty'” and "2245, sighted raft of men abeam to star-

board.® %2245, deck.and fire parties report three men in the
water on the port side," - that was at ”22%7Q“

§6s G« I noties al 2880, Tou hsve ”C“aﬂaea course 250°%", does
that - was that course change in erraor?

s Yoa;, al¥P, L msa,- 3

66 Qe Is *“e lee, I think you testified that course change
should be 2607

As 260, .

Fe And youl're posltive of that?
Be TS @iy :




68, Qe Is the time accurate?

693 ‘?g@

70. Se 4 Enowe
Le Yes, sir, that was bafores
o

| court-martial report, sir,

&, That 1s rightb.

g
the time 4T wvolllaisn®
A, Yo, sire. I had just about flnlqne
Ses, I mean, I noted the course chang
up = I had just finished it when the col

is this course change at 22207%
As 2220, that 1z »ignt; giP.

or arter collision?
Ae No, that was before collisione

A ch, gire

n

TTe Be How, the snbery ”ALL ENGIHE
As Yes, s8ir.

collision?

trying to confuse you.
As NOa

Ae Well, that was before we changed cour

whe
hen
5 S

T4,y Ghe That = Whas T'm net clear on in your Hesti

fs),a You a.CEU...A.llT Wr;rte ik down before cOllision
£ BTaR

78. G« Was that entered before or after
As Well, all engines back emergency was
sir, and all engines stop was the time ws

ks Well, it is &5 aceurate as 1 could et itz Ie, ag 8 little
hard to see the clock - it was pretty dark even though ©
dium dial, I mean that was falriy close, &ire

Did you make that 2220 entry DGLOTG gr 2fter aallisissns

e’ Sli &

71, G You actually made that entry after collision?
ie Tos, ails I wWas Just about to findish logging & summary

£8 and serbence of &
ary Zcourt-martial of certaln swamary courts—mart1&7 casea?

75, O, Were yvou actually engaged in writing that entry at
5 o = & 3

Finished right
==

O =3

78e G Did yowm agtually wake that sniry in this book belore

- BACHK BEMERGENCY®?

collision?

befare the ¢ollisiod,
bit,

79« Qe That was the sequence in which they came. Did you
actually write the entries in this boock before or after the

Ao "ALL BMERGENCY BACK", I wrote down before.

S0« Qe You mean you acltually wrete that down before?-I'm not

2

r

‘ } a -
B Priae Lo mak&ﬁ%hls entry 2220 you were logging an entry
1pf to the publication of the findin

we changed course.

&

Eab




‘secratched through?
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Ble G 177 V% whet Ttm trying to get af, did you aptually
do this writing, first the 2220, did you actually do that

before collision?
A. That was a courss change, yes, 8ir.

82, Qe NHow, the entry that you wrote 2880, and & 1lze is dirawm

through it and 2222 written?
4: That is right. .

83, Q. "ALL ENGINES STOP" and "BACK REMERGENCYY, did you
setually write that entry before or after collision?

A. Well, "ALI, EMERGENCY BACK", that was before, sire.

84. Q. You mean you actually wrote it down before the ships
collided?
" he Yas, sir, that 1B when we backed down smergencye.

85, @e. You immediately wrote it down, the ships at Tals time
had not collided?
L. That is right, 8lr.

86. Qs And had you looked at the clock when you wrote down

' this 2220 «HtayR

&, Yeu, sin,

87. @« And you put that time down to the nsarest minute?

A, That i ¥iEnt; =2ir. ,

88, @ Then where you have got the entry 2222, is that 2222
vour best judgment of the time or did you decide later that it
was the time or did you look at the clock when you wrote that
sntry down? :

4s Teg, gir; I loaked at Hhe €¢lodk, 8ir.

B89. @e You looked at the clock and wrote down the time; Fou

‘are poaltive of that - gat it streaight, I'm not wryling e

confuse you - take your time on this. You actually looked

‘st the bridge cleck and the bridgse oclock was 22287

Ay Thiat is righit, cledess 1 emuldd geé 1%, =iv: I sean 1% was

it was dark in thare; sir, it hae & redivwe dial -~ I watE a2 1ittle

excited at the time.

90. Qs 4nd could you actually see the clock or is that your

best judgment?

Ae That was my pest judgment by the clock, sir, to the exact

minutees

91ls Qs And then this entry that youtve got, 2222, that was

Reg Nég,; Sirs

G2ir Qe dnd 04T

-

A, BEE2, T'm preiiy zure wWes & course chinge, buj the ccllisien

= T looked at the clock = T was a little nervous at the time.

CORFIDED
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93s Gs Az & matter of faect, yon feel ecertain of tihe 2280 tiwmet
W - TEiE, AT :

94, G- Yoii're not certiain of these othar Limeg?
Ae Yos8, s8irs. .

U5, Qe.and these lines Through these figures and the error in
the figures as you first wrote them down was dus to your excite-
ment? :

Ml Vg, ST

96 . Q,e At Tthe time?
L. Tel, 83ir, ;

97+ Go And you are mot cerltain aboul those times?
As No, sirs

98. He And you are not certain abcut the lanse of time hetwesn
 BACK FMERGENCY and the collision?
By Hog  mirs ;

9. R. And youlre not certain about = or ars you - whsather
the collision cccurred bel'ere the Captéin gave ths order -
before the order "STOP ALL ENGINESR"?

A, Only immediately, sir, when we hit.

100. Q- After you hit, that!s when he gave the order?
f&o YeS’ Sir'o 7

101. . MALL ENGINES STOP"?
Ae. Yes, sir, that is &s close as I can remembers

162, Q. I'm asking because you've got "ALL ENGINES STOP" bsfore

collision?
&; No, gir, that i= net sorrect, sir,

Cross-sxamined by counsel representing LCDR Fiernsyi

103, @& -\, from Jour resume' of the events ag they
cccurred as the WASP began her turn do you feel that your
ship was backing down for over a minute before she hit?

As Gh, yes; eip, I badieve 'Hos :

104, Qe And how long would you say it backed down after the
collision occurred?-did she continue?
As I couldn't be too sure of that.

308

L R diry .

« e About a minute?
es,
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(ross-examined by Lisutenant -fjfkﬁf a party:
106, @« Did you take the weather observation entered in the
log? :

‘e XTe8,; 2lls

107: Q- 411 those were [urnlshed?
A, From ths time I went on watch.

3¢ How often did you make thosef?
Mads them on the hour,. =

I jo
(e

188, @ T othe hourt A

4. Yss, sir, but the wind report came from asrology every time
the OD asked for it. That was probably about ten or fifteen
minute intervals.

110, @+ You are the ons who made the observation regarding

the condition of the seat-so forthe.
A. Yes it

Neither counsel for the court, the court nor the parties
desired to further sxamine this wiitnsss.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to
make any further statement covering anything related to the
subject mmtter of the inguiry that hs thought should bs a
matter of record in connection therswith, which had not been
fully brought out by the previous gqusstioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to saye.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

A witness called by the uounsel for the court entered, was
duly sworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the
ingulrye

Examined by the counsel for the court:

1. §« 3tate your name, rate, service number, branch of service,

and presesnt Antw station.

ke Rl - : ’t)/ﬁpﬁ, deck seaman.

2« e Breanch oI ssrvice?
A, Us 5., Navy. ‘
3¢ 3 Present duty =vationt

A.a - Sn Sn EIYAS?O




4, Q. How long have you besn in the Navy, _fF}sz 1
4, Ssven and ons-hall years. _

o

5, B &1L sative duty?

As A1l aoGiwe duty: .

8. Qe How long have you spent at sea?
A. About rive years or a little bettex.

7. @. And when were you attached to the WASP?
Ay October 23, 198l |

8@ 2. Pid you have any watch on the night = the svening of

3 267
a8 I d-i'do E

by
'L-—‘
}-m

L

e &

9, 8+ What watch?

A L had the 20 to 24 hundrsd helmsman watch.

10, & Now, directing your aitention to approximately 2200 on
the svening of April 28, pleasse state vo the court whai course
you were on and what orders you recslved from the 0fficer-of-the-
Deck -or the Commanding O0fficer?
A. AT aopPOKngtelw 2200 we were on coursse 102° and some time
after that we made a course change. 1 bslieve the ordsrs cams
from the Captain - I wouldnt!i say too suwre becauss I couldntt

sae Loo welle

1l. 3. What order?
Ae Pirst right standard rudder’ and aftev the ship startsd

swinging to the right the word came that the new course would

e 260

12. Q. And what degree rudder angle did you use to execute
that order "RIGHT STANDARD RUDDERY?

A. I used ten degress standerd rudder.

13. Qe How long in the turn did you maintain that ten degres
right rudder?®
About to 246° on account of the ship had been steadily swing-
retlty good = easing your rudder thers,.

l,_
o
m
it

= & ¥

14, Q. Easing the rudder on £248°%
As Down towards zZeros .

15. G- And then what other orders did you hear?
As Came To about 250° = 2589, got the ordsr to Mmeset her, T

rut the rudder 1lsft ten degrees.




16s @e Then what?
Aes I sSsen thnat wasn't going to check it. I g
The ship's heading stopped at about 261

MOree

ITs B BEE"T

e YoE; B

18, 4« And had she stsadied on 261° - 260°7%

4. When the ship's heading swung back to the left, to 2809, e
T received the ordsr to come left To 250,

19, @+ And had you started to come left to 850°%

Ae The ship was already swinging back to 260° when I rsceived
the order to come laft to 2500, I didn't use much rudder, it
was already swinging to the 1lsft,. :

20, §. You maintained ten degrees right rudder?

A, Mo, sir, I didnt't use Ten degrees, I didntt want to use 1%
to start the ship swinging back and forth.

21, @« L thaughi Fou gaid you uged ten degrees = %

A, When the ship was swinging I used ten degrees or & Iittle
more to check the ship, stop the swinging of the ship.

22, Go Then ¥ou ecaznéd ofT agalnpt

A. ATter the ship had stopped easing back %o 260°, you tekse
your rudder back, ease her back dowWne

23, @e At that polnt what rudder angle were you using?

A; It was goming bask To 26Q0°, I eaged the rudder down fo
zero. When I received the order to 2B0Y ] moved ithe ruddsr
hacle to the laft about sseven degrees to carry it on overe

24, Q, Seven degrees lsft rudder?

A, About that, yess g

25. Qs And then what was the next order vou heard seither to the
helm er bto the englines?

Ae After first starting to the left I hsard the order to
the lee helm "ALL ENGINES EMERGENCY BACKY.

26. @+ And what was the heading of the ghip at that time?

Ao we had only swung left three degrees - four degrees from
zbloa .

BTfQ.’Agd then what, if any, orders were given to the helm
at that time?

A. None: the last order given'to me was come left to 250°.

mh X8 e Listls

28, Qe 4And what did you do when the order "ALL ENGINES BACK

EMERGENCY"Y came?

44 I lefi the gudder rizght svhers 1f wes; seven degresas laft

A,

1gbhtly awinging left when Ths collision obeurreds

- slig
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29. e And do you know the ship's heading when you struck?
As If I remember corresctly it was 2759, :

Bl B FTHT ' .
ke 25¥:59 I gomldn't be sure. I I'm pot mietalkén that is
what 1T Was.

3l. Be You didn't or d4id you see the HODGON at any Time befors
gollision?

i, When the order "ALL ENGIRES BACK EWMERGENCY" happened I
loocked out the port hole and I saw a red light, I Sthought 1
just a plane or something. It never crossed my mind being

HOBBON or anythinge I didn't pay much attention,

t was
the

the port bow?

5. G OFf _
tly in fronte. Itwas directly right straight ahead 8

A EliiFeg
of us.

33. Q. Could you estimate the lapse of time between ™ALL,
ENGINES BACK EMERGENCYY, and collision?

Ao It was & vepry shori period of time. I wounld say it was
a matter of just a few seconds or maybe a minutes

34. @« Are you certain that your heading - you are certain
the heading of the ship was not te the lef't of 257° at the tiwme
of soillsion?

A. No, sir.

35+ R TYoulre positive of that®
Ba  F e weslplae <6 Ety
B8, = In gnswering Tthis just answer "ysa aor "nag". Did you
hear any message transmitted over the volce circuiit while vou
were oan watch?
A, No, sir. .

57. @« And did you hear the order %collision guartsrsh?
A.@ I dida - a3

58. Qo Was a whistle signal sounded?
4, T don't belisve it was. I believe it was just passsd.

59, e Do you recall whether it was before or after the
collision that the order was given "ALL ENCINES gTopte
Ae. I think that was after the collision.

40. Q. Dic you hear various othsr emergency orders, smoking
lamp is out, man overboard?
A. Yes, 2irs
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10. Q. BEéte te the éourd sverytiting Jou heat'd 1n the way of
an order and everything that you observed from the time of

about 2200 on that svening?
Ae Well, taps = I piped taps. The next word I hesrd was

Rohange course bo 2800.M"

Wy G+ Who gave that order?

Le The Officer~of=the-~Decks,

12, @. G0 ahsad, what othera?

A, Ring up 208 RPM's. The next word I heard was YALL ENGINES
EMERGENCY BACK.Y

13, @. Any other ordera?t

A, VALY ENGTIHEES STOF.%

14 e Diid you,hear any orders by the (Officer-of-the-Dscl or

1311 2

the Commanding Officer regarding steadying on any particula

course?

Brg - DGl Sy

15, Qe Did you notice the ship's hsading on the repeater
during any of this time?

A, N0, siTe .

164 e - Pid you hear any order given regarding 250° ecourset

LSRR T ST ,

17. Q. Do you have any lideas as to the length of time betwesn
the order "ALL ENGINES EMERGENCY BACK" and the time of collision’

Aes I don't - just a matter of ssconds. ‘

13, @ You wouldn't be able to estimate the time?

e HE, gpEs

15, @gs Did you hear the Commanding Qfficer give any other

orders after collision guarters?
4, Yes, i, 18t go all 1ife »al®sd,

20, @e And there were other emergency orders given?
A YGS . .
e | L2

2ls @+ Oid yeu pags amy words ep thas volee cirenit during

vour watch after 22007
By Féz, sdiry dll The deiclis;

8. Name the particular drills which you did order?
d» Well, eollision quartersz, fire Bnd resosue orders, smoking
Lamp is oG, Let go #1i 1ife Falbss

A -
423 2

23s Be DO you recall any word = order regarding man overboard?
As Yos, sir. The port side - man overboard, port sides !

SECURITY INFENR!
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24, @ How about light ship?
Aa Y®8, S0l :

25, Ge Did anybody men the searchlights?
Ao Turnsd on all searchlights. :

fds ‘B Do yuu Feécall any ether aidersi
£ Bge o8

1

27« Qo What was the general attitude of ths watch during this
period after all engines emergency back was given, wers the
members of the watch relatively alert, excited or what would
you say?

L. They were calm, sir.

28. Qe You would say they were calm?

He JdESs FiF

Cross~examined by Lieutenant <&~ \&y a party:

28. Qe Did you sver sse the HOBSON prior to the collision?

As Ho, sip, I didntts ,

Neithsr counsel for the court, the court nor the partiss to
the inguiry desired to further examline this witness,

wd in connection therswith, which had not been
aut oy the previous gquestioning.
o e 2 — S v
sa stated that he had nothing further to séste.

The witness wasg duly warned and withdrew.

4 witness called by the counsel for the court entsred, was
duly sworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the

ingquiry.

remined by the edunescsl For the eouwrts

il

l. Q. State your name, rate, servics number, branch cf ssrvice,
and present dutv station.
e | H-L , quartermaster striker on the signal bridge

2e Be Your service mumber is 11)’Lc>‘
A, Yos, sirs ;

<A

« Be And o what vessel are you attached?
A, Ths WASF. -

4. Qo And were you attached To the WASP on the 26th of April,
1962¢%
I
CONFIDENTIAL
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you besn in the Havy?

5. @« How long hav
£ Qe : ‘ ,

o
L. etsper 13 of

o

B8+ @e How pruch of that time has bsen spent a 8a?
Ao Bince The WASP was put in commission. - Ssptember.

7+ Gs September?
A, September 10, 151,

Lo B

Bs Ge Ssptember 10, 19581, Did you have a wateh on the evening

of 26 April 1852%

5T ey BEEG

-

9. @eAnd what was that watch?
A. I was JX circult talker for the starboard searchlight -
tallker over tne JX, the port and starboard searchlights sach

ta
had phones on.

: .y
10s @ JX sound powert phones? : W
A, Tes, &lra :

1l. Ge Were you wearing a headseb?
A Yes, slr, just a headset. i

12. G« And speaker?
Bs Yes, 8irs .

13. Q. And those phones were connected with what?
As Blarboard searchlight. .

ld. G Were any other stations on that cirecuit?
&s» Not that I know of, sir. .
15 Ge And where were you stationed?
PN e I st T ;

o

Be OB the cepen bridge ar 1w ithe = = %

-~
De wWe

)
A. In the pilot houss.

17, @+ Did you sse the HOBSON before the collision?

A. When the Captain gave the order "ALL ENGINES BACK EVERGENCYH
i saw a light coming across = I thought it was a plane, then we
hit, then I knew 1% was a ship.

18. Qe When the Capitain gave "ALL ENGINES SMERGENCY BACK",
you saw the red light moving? :
Aes Yos, dir, from port to starbeard,

19. @ &4cross your bow? .
HMa ABE, ST ;

Os B« Then came the collision, is that correct?
& Mers y CeilEeg :

HEBN

CONFID
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ls @ Up untid that time you hadn't ssen the HOB3GN at all?
I might have sesn 1% before I was on watch, ;

= 1O

©

"ﬁ

s e tes preceding this accident?

Mo,

B 10

e i
® s

*’S “S

23, @+ Did vou hear any of the orders transmitted to s

helmsman or to the engine room?
A. I heard the order to the engine room to back.

24, @+ I mesan before that order? - Hear any othsrs?

As I heard = I couldn't repeat the orders because T wasn
theres for that purpose. [ heard some orders given out - I
gouldn't repsat the orders as was gl Falhs  Hifs

25, Q. 4nd what 418 you de¢ aftsr the eollisiond
A, Well, I asked the Captain « I think, "Should I turn on the
searchlight ~ port searchlight and starboard ssarc blighed®' smd
it was 2 matter of seconds before cne came on - a shqrt @3 avETRliG
| or something, it didntt go on vight away. I took orders from
' there on from most of the officers out there on how to train
the sesarchlightse

Z26. Q. You asked the Captain after he had given the ordsr?
As T beliesve it was the Captain. ‘

o

7. Ge He had previcusly given the ardsr to man searchlights?
As Passed the word, "Man the searchlights ~ port and starboard
searchlighta.M

28. &e Do you know anytuing, e N of events lsading up
to bhie celllsiont \

e Has S5iEs
Cross-examined by Lieutenant 'ﬁgf'Q9 4'pertys

29. G» When you lcoked up and saw this light where was it
in relation to the bow?

As Port, sir, cutting across - it all happened so fast. I
thought it was a plame al firsts I locked arcund and i% hit
apout that time. When 1t hit I was kind of shook up -~ went out
cn the bridge for awhile. I ecame outside and the HGBSON's bow
was on the starboard side just going down - the remaining - I

remember seeing the Y26%, the lagt thinge.

506 2+ Did you loock up as soon 88 you heard the order - the
order to the engine room on the engine order telegraph?
A. Yes, sir. I was back on tbe starboard side of the bridge,

e “a

3l Ge How long would you estimate it was between thet tims
and the collision? _

.A, L couLgn't_say off-hand. I couldn't give the approximate
time on that, sir.

CONFIDENT
SECURITY INFOR!




32¢ ®e Do you have any idea bow far on the port bow the 1ight
was?
A L semidi ™l By SiPs

535¢ Ha No e
As I souldn
At that time I was on the port side,
the dark, I canit estimate the distance away,

bearing was 350 = 350,

stimate of the bearing?
't give a direct estimate -~ I couldn't say enything.
it was dark and =~ light in

I would say the

Neither the counsel for the court, the court nor the parties
desired further to examine this witness.

The court informed tThe witness that he was privileged to
make any further statement covering anything relating to
the subject matter of the inquiry that he thought should bs
a matter ol record in connection therewith, which had not

fully brought ouwt by the previous qusstioning,

bean
Thae wlitnesse stated Thiat he had nething Turthei te say.
The wilitness was duly warned and withdrews

A witness celled by tnq%ounsel for the court entered, was
duly sworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the inguiry

Examined by the counsel for the court:

1. @« State your name, rate, service number, branch of service,
and present duty statiocne

e BHe » BDEN; U, 4. 84 WASF, U. 8. Favy.
2. Q¢ And were you abtached to the WASE on April 26, 1052%

&y That Ta emrrect.

Se &e How long have you been in the Navy, LG
£s Been 1n the Navy on active duty since May, L Ela

4. G That isuyour original active duty with the Navy?
A, On active dutye ;

. G« How much of that time has been spent at ses?
A. I have been to sea just on the WASP. .

e Ge And when did you become attached to the WASP ~ whean
were you ordered to report to the WASPY

A« I reported to the WASP a couple of weeks before she was
commlssionedea

7s Q¢ Some time in September = August or September of 16512
A, Around Augushe. '




8. 4a OFf 15BLAY
A, Yes, sir, that is right.

8, Q§« Did you have shy wateh on the &
P o dEE - BE

10s Ro And what was that watch?

A. I had the CIC wabtch from 2000 to a guarter te ten, and a
quarter of tsn until 12 at the bridge.

7
H

11, 8w Tou hed the CI w=tah from -
4, That was a split watch. .

12. §« From ZOOO to 21457
ke Pad is Tight, 1%

13, @+ And then from 2145 what wateh did you havse?
A. Bridge watch.

14, Q. What were your duties on the bridge?
A, My duties on the bridge was o man the 1J8 rphone, relay

messare from combat to tbe COXiTle

15, Qe Otherwise you were relaying - you are speaking of a
b of L] =
J8 phone, sound-power phone that you wore on your head - a

headset 1n the pilot houss?
A, (The witness indiecated in the affirmative.)

18, §e You were connected with ecombat?
,.%.& T’hat i 1| righto ‘

17. @ &And where did you say you were in the pilot house -
you were stationed in the pllet house? o
A, That is rightﬁ, 2ir. = qu

18. Qo Do you recall any orders that were given or with your
headsat could you hear any orders given by the afficer-of-the-
Deck to the helmsman during the time you were on watech in the

pilot house?
4. I couldn't get the orders clearly as the helmsman himself

would preobably get Them.

19, @e Did you hear any at all?
A, Only course changese :

20, Qe What course changes did you hsar?
A. I heard change to course 2809; and left to 2860° « 2557
right rudder. I couldn't hear too well,.

: L. . You heard "right rudder®; was the order "right standard
rudder - Wgtandard. rlghc rudder” or was it to come to 260°, or

do you. recalls
4., I don't recall clearly.

CONFIDENTIARY
SECURITY INFOR




all any other orders to the helm other than

22:. R Do you rac
EapTE

that order you say "come right to course 250
AO 1“{[0, Sil”o

25, Qe While you were the talker on the bridge, did combat
pass up any information to relay to the Commanding Officer or
the Qfificere-cf-the-Deck?

. Ae. Hot to my knowlsdge, 8ir.

24, Q. If combat had passed up any such information would 1%
ordinarily have come over bthe phones you werse wearing?
&, Yai,; alr.

‘

25, Qe And during the time you were on watch from 2145 to the
time of collision, you got no information whatever from combatl
over the sound-poweri’phones you were wearing? Wl

4. I can't remember any, sir. :

26, Q. Were any questions asked combat by anyone in authority
on the pridge that you remember?
As I can't think of iy,

27. @e Do you recall hearing the Commanding Officer lissue the
order WALL ENGINES BACK EMERGENCYY?
Ae. I recall That. -

28. Qs And then what happened or what did you see that took
place?

A, When I heard that order, I looked out of the hatch that was
= or the port hole rather that was in front of me, gir, and 1
saw a red light. The first thing that came to my mind was "it
was a plane!, then right after there was a rumble - a rumbling.

29. 8+ A rumble, & distinct rumble?

Ae. I saw the mast swing over the sterboazrd bow with the red
light on, then 2 sheet of metal, what appearsd to be a ghest of
metal shot right up out of the wateinn on the starboard bow then e

Ffadfed awaye

30. Qe Flece of mebal shooting up; do you know whether that
wa s the bow of the HOBIONT
Ae Probably was. 1 was 380 confused, bewildefed, I didn't know,

31ls Qe Do you récel]l emything &€lss 1n contiection with this
incident?

Ae¢ Right after I witnessed that, I pulled my head back in and
Itm not sure whether it was my imagination or what but I remember |
g flash - no explosion = two or three f[lashes.

J2+ @+ That iw all yol remémbes?
A, Yes, sir,. ]

CONFIDENTYR
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Gross-examined by ILieutenant o, a party:

3%, Q. Do you have any station other than combat on your
vhones?
A Thite 1s

combat, loockouts and several other stations.
Gombat and lookouts are usually the only stations that I

recaiveds

34, Qe Just bescause the others didn't make any report is that
the reason you don't hear them?

i, That is eorreel.

<

o > -
cross-examined by Lieutenant .v7,¥?, a party:
35, Q. Did you hear anything come in from the lepokouts alter
the commencemsnt of this Tturn?
Ae All they were reporting was approaching planes, bsarings

and relative rangese

S6s s Didn't vou hear any - - didn't you hear any report on
surface ships during that time?
Es Hhg S o

37, Ge Sure about that?
Ao Yez, I can't remember any.

R%}Kamined by the counsel for the court: \&%

38, Qe You heard no - in other words, if I understand your
testimony correctly you reeeived or sent no transmissions over
your phone during the Time you were on watch in the pilot house?

As, I received those plane contacts. v
39, @ Planse contacts?

A, Gave them right to the 0fficer-of-the-Deck.

40. @Be No informetion about surface contacts?
As Not to my knowledge, no, sir, :

Examined by the court:

4;§ Qe Did you receive any communication shortly before the
colliision relative to any radar being out of commission?
e Bo, air, I don't belisve 504 :

Cross-examined by Captairl'<b,/Q9 13 & party:

Q. I6u sald you mare not suwe ypou did; Fou're just not
positive, is that it - one way or fthe other? In answsr to the
courtts quesiion you sajd you were net surs - the guestien on
gurface contacts? h

As The guestion on surfece contacts?

43, %& Yess
‘Ae 1'm 0% ppeitive —

CONFIDEN
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44. Qo You were asked & guastion by the court as to whether you‘
got word over the phone shortly before ths c¢ollision that the |
radar was oubt; what was your answer?

Ae. I'm not swre of receiving a messages

454 s You s4y you 4re tot surst

486, Qs Then my next gquestion was: Youire not sure whether you
did er not - sure whether you didn't?
de That is right, sire. )

ther counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties

desired to further examine this witnesss

The court informed the witness that he was privilezed to make

any further statement covering anything related to the subject

matter of the inguiry that he thought should bs a matisr of
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully brought

out by the previous guestioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing furthsr to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrewe.




?}7/ st _ yeoman, second class, U. S. Havy, entered

a8 IreporiLera

£33

sworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the inguirye.

fxamined by the counsel Tfor the court:

le §« Stats your name, rate, service number and present duty
statione

A ?1(&9 ‘ ,. Seaman apprenticesﬁgy,~Q9 , deck division

2. @« Etate the branch pf service to whieh youw belopg? U, 3
Navy, or U. 3. Naval Reserve? .
Ls U. 8. Tawal Remerve;

d to what vessel are you attached?
WART» ‘

=

L)

As

4, G. Wers you attached to the WASP on 26 April 1
As Tes, miw, I #asd,.

ﬁ

B

!

G

Uzn

O
R
o0
)

5. §. How long have you been on active duty or how much active

duty have yeu parformed in the Navy?
Ae About 14 monthse ‘

And how much of that has besn at sea?
m:"ng 4

s
Aa

7e Ge Then, when did you report to the WASP?
As About Marech 20th.

Ko F'¥]
&

B Q. 19527
i'}&e Yesa !

—
>0

9« §e¢ Did you have a watch on the evening of 26 Apri
Ae Togy L didy

10. Qe What was that?
A. KMessenger watche

Re Where?
4e On the bridge.

124 B+ Om the opan bridge?
Ae No, in the pilot houqee

15, B8« Dirsebing your atfeptlon to about 2200 of 26 April, was

the WASP on a course of 1029 !
4. ll'.eE’-, it wWas,. 0

1l4. &eo Then, did you hear any orders to the helm tc change
course? o

A. yEs .

CONFIDENTIAL
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15. Qe What were those orders?
Ae Change course to 260 ’

16« &« Was the order CHANGRE COURSE TO 260 given or was a ruddsr
order given? RIGHT STANDARD RUDDER?
Aes I think it was 260 - .course 260

17, e What was the next order you heard?
A, It was to change course to 250

18, @« Do you know whether the ship had reachad course. of 280
wefore the order came to change course to 250%°

As 1\}-05, I dontts ;

199 f. You weren't watching ths gyro repsater?

A, I wasn't really watching 1t, noe ,

20, Be And after the order te change course to 250, did you
look &t the repeater then?

Aes Yes. :

21. Qe And what was the heading of the ship at that Limse§

As 25%. ‘ 4

22. §e And you continued to watch tiie gyro repeater?

&s Wb, 1 dloniye _

25, Qe Did you hear any othsr order given to the helm or to the
gL

As The next order I heard was ALL ENGINES EMERCGENCY BACK.

24, . Then what happensd?
Ae Then I saw the collisione

25, B+ The collision occurred?
A Lers gl e 3

268+ G Do you know the reading of the gyro repeater at the time
of ths coellision? . _

Ae I wonld say 4t would be around £5%., The ship had started
swinging te the left before we hit.

27. B¢ D14 you observe the compass?
e Wo, I didu¥ie ”

28, B Do you know of any other svents that took place on the
bridge during this period, Bates? '
Ae Well, -just Lhe emergency orders for the eolliasjion.

S. Ge Various emergency orders after the collision?

2
da Yas, Bits
Cross-examined by Lieutenant 13f/ep party:

30s Re Did you ever see the EaBSON before the collision?
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SECURITY INFORN

How many knots would that be?

12, §e You went to 208 rpms.
they had a small change

L: T think that L3 o7 lknotse And then
of cowurses I don't remember thate

13s Qe In what direction?
A, To the lefte And about that time - - I mean it was maybe a
minmute after - = I had juat gob his courge change and them 1 got

the order ALL ENGINES EMERGENCY BACK.

14, @« And did.you nromntlv ring that order up?
A, I rung it up on one and the guy standing beside me rang up

bhe C uhbl‘ @

15, 0o What was his name?

Aa Q740°e J .

164§ And 4id the englnewoom nr04pt1y acknowledge that?
A HoB i

17. €+ ALL ENGINES EMBRGENCY BACK?
As YBS, sir. r

1S, @+ Go aheads Then what heppened?

Aes Wsll, the next I think was the collision itself. And then
collision quarters, I think, was sounded and then ENGINES 3TOP.
I rung up one of those and the other les helmsman rung up the

otherss,

1%. Qe And those orders werse promptly acknowledged?
A. Well, one pf themw was mob. I had teo call down for that one.

20. @« That was the stop 51gnal?
1. Xe sir, but 1t answered up right affer T callea doOwWrla

2). Q¢ But you dont i ?ecall any of the changes in course, but
yeu do recall that bhere was some chenges in course
As Yes, sir, but I don't remember the degreas, !

22. @+ And you don't know the heading of the ship at any time
during that period; how far she swung one way or the other?
Be Neg " Sl :

23, G« Is that all you know about this incident?

As Well, sxcept the orders for life rafts, ;

24, Q. Various emergency orders given after the collision?
Be TEgy Svs .

Cross~-examined by Lisutenant Q%/Ca5 party:

25+ Qe Did yon see the HOBSQN prior to the collision?
Ao .No, I didn't. 5
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Be T W@%%\in a precommigsioning detall of the WASP?
= - il ’ :

&

H=2e}
@

our only sea duty was sinece the

~3
%
o
3
E‘.:wr
]
Qs

that correct
B s Feiny -
a.-8s D WASE on the evening ol the
26th of A
e Yegsy 8

vou have a wate h on the
?

9, Se What was that watch?
4. Les helmsmans |

10, 2« Wers you on duty there Wﬂthf%ff(*gf
"La V-GS, Rire

)

l. 8. On the sngine order telegrapht

oL@
ie We switched around. We were instructing him.

15, B wl_ you, starting with about 2200 on the night of 26
state to the court everything you observed or did and the

April,
orders you received?

Aes I had just turned the wheel over to just hefore
the change of course to recover the aircraflt, and I was sbanding
between him and - between him - the wheel and the console,

and Mre zave the order STANDARD RIGHT TEN DEGHREES.

13, 8« STANDARD RIGHT RUDDER%
Ae. RIGHT STANDARD RUDDER, and then ftold him that the co
would be 280. I wasnt'it obgerving much then and I was cal
ls

ths degrees. When we got near 280 he told him to come

14, Qe lir. told the helmsman that?
As Yes, sir, and after that I heard the Captain give the ordsr
BEERGENCY BALEQ I toock the starboard engines and took the

port and we rang up BEMERGENCY BACK, and then the Cgptain said,
fgound the collision." I sounded the eollisione I didn't know
it wag a ship at the time I thought 1t was an airplane, and just
after he gave the EMN %GLN N BACK I looked up and saw this red
light going by forward and I thought it was an aircraft because we
wers balkling about some aircraft having Troublse. After I sounded
the collisienn, I still thought 1% Was 2 airgralft, zand I went out
on the starboard side and saw that it was the HOBSON.

Qq Now, whenl: you rang up the order ALIL BEHGINES BACK ENMERGENCY,
Wa g t nfom0ulv answered on the engine order telegraprh that you
were manning?
Ae Yss, siﬁs

18, Ge And as the ship was swinging infto its turn Prom 102 %o
260, you say , was continuously singing out the reading
of the compass as it came around?

As If I remember right, he wasgy

COMNFIL
{; ST | Eﬁﬁ’g‘y Sih
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@&s Do you recall if he ever informed Eieutenant’f)/&ﬁ that

£
ithe ship was steady on 2607
,\é,e E‘IO’ Silqo )

128, Qe Had Lt eowe to BE&D by tha BINE = = =
A, No, sir, I don't remember,

19 G You don't remember?

_-;‘:‘%1.9 NOS
??6.Q9 Do you know what the heading was at the time of the
mH L el i -

&s e Ry, dam b

o And this red,ligh@ yvou spoke about passing your bow was
roing from port to starboard?
By VS s

2le ©

Heither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
Hesired further to eXawmine this witnesse :

The court informed the wibness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything related to the subject

the inguiry that he theught should be a matter of

ﬂatter of
fully brought

in connection therewith, which had not been

cord
out by the orevious quastlioning.

The witness made the following statement: The Captain gave the
rdsrs to BMERGENCY STOP, Number 2 shaft did not respond’right

TR ua'v-

Re~examined by the counsel for the court:

22, Qe That was on the stop signal?
S Yoi; LY .

25. &Gs Tha stop order?

Ao EMERGENCY STOP was given and it did nof answer up right
away, We had to contact maln control and from there told him
number 2 did not answer right away, then it answered up.

44; Anvthing fupther?

Neither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the partie
ldesired further to sexamine thls wibness.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

The eourt then, at 1730, adicurned until OR300 the nsxt davy
2 2 A

May 1982
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Hear Admiral
hear Admiral
Reay Acmiral

Tieutenant Commander
counsel for the courkbs

Commander
counssl Ifor the court,

ITieutenant ,
oungel Tor the court,

Captain
quiry and his counsel.

Commandar

Lisutsnant

present.

sworn, and was informed of

4, Commander
WASP, navigator,

the PFapgdfa€, [ ramember Ih
therg, 1 Demsls
half of us ao

CONFIDE

, ysoman,

€]

eutenant Commander william ol &

to thre inguiry and his counsel.

the

SECURITY mm%mm%om

a- Bk
U. 3.
U, S,

'LTG S s

. 5. Naval Ressrve, assistant to

U, Ss: Bavy, coumsel represgitibg
Plerpeys Ve S« NaVys
J. 8., Naval Re rve, party to the

sascond class, U, 8. Navy, rsporter,

Wo witnesses not otherwise connected with the inquiry wsre

& witness called by the counsel for

subjeet

Trxamined b¥ tie counsel for the court

1s Qe Piate you Tame, rank9 serial
and your present duty statio

s Qe Would you describe your naval and marine experience?

2
As I began TIaght fpalalbeg in 1538,
in 19403 finishing thers in March 1941:
. Bs @y When were you commissioned?

A, T was commissioned in Japuary 1841, I reported to VP71l in
Yareh 1941, spending those months until--until Decesmber @, 1941,
in tae Horth Atlanties The squadron then being transferred fo

-G hiting & llttle ahead of myself
1943 w

emained

s Ha 8. Haval Besepve, pasisr

Us 8. Naval Supply Depot
Bayonne Annex,

U, S. Naval Base,
Wew York, New York
Thursday, 15 May 195

C‘J

S a I\T& vy Py
Navy, and
Navy, members.

s Ue3s Naval Ressrve

Navy, advisor to the

the court entered, was duly
matiter of the ingnivy,

e
numtu-, branch of servics

U, 8, Navy, UES

going through Pensaccla
Erreboreadl Ba YFT L,

ntil we spllt the sauwadron
in V5=104 until Novembsar

e —— = L




{continued,
South Paclf
turned to i

) 1943 when I went to the Staff of Jommander Air
icé T remained there until Psbruary 1944 when I vae

A

Statez, I wsnt to the Naval Air Station, Hubtechi-

SO, Kanbas, ramalnlng there until April 1946 Then trans-
ferved bo FAETULANT, remaining untll 1948 when I went to Line “‘LT
School, General Line School in 1948, I went to the University

e Jorch Car Ollﬁ&, ip the NEQOTC unitc fhere mmeil 1881; I was

transferred to Comfiriant for itemporary duty before reporting
WASP since 1t was commissioned,

to the WaSP and T have been on the

4, Qs In Seof ember 195172
4, In Sepibembsr 1851,

5, @, And you were aboard the WASP on the 26th of April 1
at ths time of collision?®
ks That is sovgect,
tlne
8. Qo Where were you at collision? %eﬂ
A, T was in the chart houssa

7. Qe Havs you, abt the request of the counsel for bhe coury
o ¥ Fd

prepared certaln data, tactleal data, with feoafﬂj the WASsP? %T
As T haves ’ :

8. §se Will ¥you produce them, sgir?
A:. Hesre they are. ,

The reporter was resguested to mark the document conta:
tactical data, HExhiblf 8% fov idenbifinetions 7T was s

9., Qo On whalt were these [igures based?

A, Based on tactical data derived by the David Taylor Model
Basin on tests with the USS ORISKANY, Thsse tests were madew-T
believe they were mads in the early part of 185Q, It doesn't
have a date, the exact date of the test. Early part of 1951,

The DRISKANY i1s the sister ship of the WASP. Qur charactevistics
are the same as fayr as the hull is concerned.

The document was submitted to the parties and to the court, and
by the counssl 8l ths court offared LIn evidence.

There being no objection, 1t was so recsived and is aoppsnded
marked Exhlbit 8Ls
10, @, I have ghown the exhibit to the parileg --
TEUTENANT % Qne question I would like to ask, What
spesd 1s the stopping Xi¥e based on? Al

WITHESS: Based on 25 knots.

Examined by the counsel Tor the court {continued)}:

-

o

la. de This is compuifed with six boilers on the line®

CONFE
SECURITY |




the line Tfrom which that was taken gave the curves
which T used with 500 to 525 pounds of steam, gauge steawm, and

we had 600 pounds so we weve using full backing power that night,
and tThe cuives from whlech I took that data ars applicable to thatb
stzam pressurs,

ia Y53,

?’

u)b"w

1
3

At this point ths court sat with closed doors. The pregs and
spectators withdrew from ths courtroom.

18, §= Wil vwobh vead indo the repord the faciicaldl dats on
Exhibit 82 and make any elaborations therson you desire?

=

4. The average rate of swing-~that is the “vuvaoe rate of ths
change of degress destermined from the tactical dard, iz spproxi-
mateiy 47 . 4 de grees per minute, change in heading st a speed of

325 knotee

8. Qe With rudder smgle e

&, Hudder angle of 10 degrees, and at that speed the tacitical
diametber isg 1840 vards, The transfsesr at that rudder angle and

speed is 620 yards. The advance is compubted to be 1320 yards.

Tige and distbtance To stop from the time that all engines backsd
ey has besn given and with at least 500 poumds of steam

smergen gi
pressure, is compubed to be 135 seconds before the ship is dead

in the water, and the distance fthat it would probably travel

o

before stopping, at an approach spsed of 20 lmots, is consi
to be betwesn 1080 and 1100 yards,.

arad

ol

t

Orosa-sxamined by counsel repressnting ILDR Tiesrney:

14, Qe In the deceleration data, is the time measured from the
instant 1t~=ths ordsr is given from the bridge?

4, It is determined at the Instant that the signal om the
armunciators s prung up: ALL ENGINES EMERGENCY BACK.
Bxamined by the courts
15¢T%a Commandsr, yvou teztifled that this data is msasured
from the moment 1t Ls rung up on tihe engineroom telegraph. Now,
think carefully; is this correel? BSuppose that the enginerocom
i was slow in handling the throttle.
i ds Thers ie, of course, & humwan elemens, idmirel, which wawld
| offset these flgvfe;g The data that this is derived from 1s come
puted from.tn“ time it was . reecelved ia the emgiperﬁam and the
throttleman actually performed these manufvers at that time. b

18s @= You mean These figures are computed the moment the
enginaroom exe sutes the signal?
B YEm, -SiE

Crosgs=examined by Captain - e , parlby:

17 §Gs Ie 1% fyom the Time Bhat you sxseute This sigrpal in
the enginsroom or from the times that they receive the signal in
the engineroom? ;

A, The data, as determined in the bool, has the sxscubtion and
the performsance of that execution practically simultanscus, In
othsr words, the pecople are alerted that there will be this
backing manuevser, so it must appear to be bb at when ths order is
rug up on The engine order telegraph, there is nc delay except

Thet human

CONF
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r
here is an sllowance made for the individual times
| ures, iz there noet?d
nct indicated, but thers iz & lag, alihough 1t
igate 1t the data, % puted from ths time
ution and the enginerocm 0e that execution
gimultaceouslys i

19, @+ You say practically. When 1s The stop waten starbed
dowr: therse in that teat?

A, These figures wsre compubted and the following gqualirication
iz made: "Delay in sxecution by the throttlie was rsduced Lo a
minimm by having the thra;bleman alerted and standing by for the |
signal from the bridge."

20 G They took that facter into consideration by having him
alerted, but what I am getting at; the time after tLey WEre
alerted, considering ths time=--a wery short period between the
mogent ths signal was wyecsived in the engineroom and the moment
eing alerted, they got over and worked the throttle?

el That is eorrect. The cupvu indioate a delay--No, the
curves do neot indicate a delay fr the woment the order o
executs and t@e actual actuating oi the Tthrutileady

Regpxamined by the eoumsel fop the court: e

i

21l. Qa Theng as I underetand youw, eir, the times and distance
that you have given ave from execution?

As ¥Fro: execuULOQ

A0, s OF the igwall

As Yes,

25, @ By thHe siginsvooan?

I, Yﬁsg

4%t this point the court =28t with open doors.

24, @ I hand you a doocument that has been introduced as
Exhibit 72, and ask you if it was the chart in use aboard the
WASP at the time of colligion?

Ae Th EEs

26, G It -z weallm pnaevigational nlot, rather than a chartk

|  1lan't thit qorreELY

Ay If Had my mavigeational plot-ém it. ' It is = plotiimg sheek,

Bée Qo Was 1T the only chart im usse at the tlme?

Ao YB3

27. Qs By whom were these drawings and fixes made on this char%

Ae A1l were made by myself

|
——— e . ;




28, Qe And it shows the track of the WASPF up to the point
of the collision?
| As 1t doss,

29. @« 4nd shows the corrsect latitude and léngitude of the
oliision?
L The DR track.

30, @e What was the last fix you ok, Sir®
A, My last Tix was at 1640,

8ls @a Aud bow did you ¢bbain that £ix?
A By Sunlinag -

he rest of the track is a dead reckoning track?

32, Qe And %
a2 DR tracks

33, Qe Commander, as navigator, do you know whether, at the
time of ecllilsich, thevye was an¥y o¥rdy in the various elecks in
the englneroom, on the bridge, in combat, betwesn true local
GZONe +ime?

A, T have no rsason to believe that There were.

34, Qo ITmmediately after the collision, or a short time there-

after, do you lmow whether any check was made of these clocls
with local zone time?

A4a HNoj; no check was made by me or my guartermasters of the
cloclta as to thelr accuracye.

35, @& In other words, there could be scms variation betwesn
the time shown on the c¢loek in the eunginercom and the time shown
onn the clock on the bridge and the ciocck in combat®

A: ‘There could have been a variation.

56, Je Do you know whethéer, en the evening of the ¢
there had been any night orders written for that night?

As  There had besn no night ordera written.

37, Qe But a night order book is kept aboard the WasP, is
that correct? N

&, That ds cerrscls

S8 Qe HEd juat Hedh'h Deen Written mp Loy that wighi?
4, Night orders are generally nolt written until operations
are over with and they were not over with that night

39« Qe Now, will you give your opinlon as tc the state of
training of the officers aml crew aboard the WASP with partia lar
reference to the men in your division?




(»
ol o

A&: Well, I consider the quarfermasters to be, largely, very
competant. I have one eshief petty officer., I have four firast
class pebty officers, two of them recently made., I have nine
rated men, with the total of twenty-six men. I consider that at

the pﬂesent time T

have a competent division of guartermasters,

T consider that my aasistant navigator is well gqualified in navi-
gational matters,

40, Qs In general, what is your cpiniCﬁ a8 Lo the state of
training of the officers and crew of the WASP?

A, In my opinion, I think the Training is very high,

4l. Qﬁ Was a gyro record book besing kedt, sir?

He 10 TERI

Kecross-examined by Captain B ., party:

The reporber was requested to mark & diapatch Exhibit 83 for
identlfica :ion. It was 50 markeds

42. Qe Yoy have tegtified iIn regard W Lthe stabe of trmining
and rsadiness of the of ficers and men aboard the Wa3P. Without

asking you fo read aloud at
and tell me if you recognizs

this moment, would you glance ai this

that dispateh?

A, Yes, I doe I received & copy of it

43¢ Qs Wbuld you tell from whom it was sent and to whom it is
asddressad

Ae I% is from Commander Destroyer Flotilla FPQOUR to USS WASP.

i4¢ Q= Will you H8ll me the date this mesgage was sent?

A, It was sent on 23 Aprlil 105Zs

Captain A, party, submitted the dispatch to the other
partles, to the counssl for the cowrt and to the ecourt, and
offered said dispateh into evidencees

There beiré no objeetion, it was so elved and is appended
maried Bxhibit 835,

45. ¢s Before I ask you to read this, will you tell the ourt
to what this message relates?

by It is aresult of bthe eotlivity ee fhe pa®t of ths WASE
Shor tly after lesaving Norfolk we engaged Iin flight operations
with the Task Unit of which fommander Destrover Flobtilla FOUR
was the 0TC., We conducted these operations in the search, as T
racall, Tor the rest of the Task Group coming down frem Roston
to rendezvous with us, This dispatch is ths result of our flight
operations at thait time.

o Who was the Q0TC




47, Qs How many destroyers were involved with the WASP in
that flight opsration under Captain \1?/Q9 command?
A:; I belizve there wele sbout eights *
48, @a Were there mot nins destroyers actually invelved in that
&, ¥ canunot remsmber fThe exact number of destrovers.

: Qs To ths best of your knowledgs,it was sight or nine?
g Ershi er withe, yaEp thab Is eobkesl,

LR
o
-]
= O

50, @« Now, would you again read from whom the messzage was
sent, o whom 1t was sent and read the measage Liself?

he This message: FFrom ComDesFleot FQUR; to: USS WASP; routins
message in plain language, dated 2% April. TOUR SHIP WAS HANDLED
AND YOUR PLANES WERE FLOWN IN TRUE VETERAN STYLE X YOU ARE CERe
TAINIY READY FOR THE MED X% ,

Reexamined by the courd:

51, Q. Cosmandsr, do you have a routine on board ship for
checking and setting the clocks sach day?

4, Not every day, Admiral. Our clocks are 8-day clocks, They
are all wound and checksd sach week, CIC clocks, bridge eclocks,

pilot house clocks and enginercom c¢iocks are checked dailye

58. Ca Were there any errors, and if so, thsn astate them, in th
magster compass or any of the brildge repeaters on the night this
COlliSlOP oceurred abt the time of the colllision?

&, ‘There were no serrors in the bridge repsaters and the master
COmMyAsSS8Sse ‘

53, Ga Referring te the message you have just read, what time

were those fl1bnts coriducted-~day or nighu?

A. Conducted at dawn, sir,
54, Qs Can yoy zmplify tmbt? Dark? Daylight?
L. It was daylight,. ‘

L]
=

Will you state to the court all you lmow about this

B
coliision aLﬂ the eventas immediately prsceding the collision?®

4. T was in my chert houss share I-bad previocusly, of rethar
just before we hegan to conduct flight operations, trying toses
if I could plek up the Task Group on radar, I knew that ws ¢ould
perhaps be within radsr range of them and I wanted To check my
position. I knew we wers Dlaﬂning te recover planss at 2230,
At 2220, my quartermaster called and gave me the change in course.
During flight o pEPaLlOﬂS I always attempt Lo keep a fine hand
plot of our position because 1f we are conducting flight c¢perationg
at vevy frejuent intervals qulte an eyror in the DR can ressult
pecauss of the. bactlical diametsr of the sh*o, almost 3/4 of =&
mile at svery turn, so during flight operations, I have atltempted,

in my navigation to keep as fine a hand D10+ al’ oo positids s

Lz
T can, I was standing by the chari desk when the dquartermaster
gave me course 260, ‘mPﬂ_ @ cived that, I watchsd the repsater
Tl anbeady on e course anrd then I

_}_ i up@e%ﬁ%y%%%%g
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(deptinusd.} plottafl 1f, . I had jns
whan [ feli the impaet of the collis
we had had a plane crash and I went
flight deck until they oounde“ eolli
1 went throuzh the 0770 house on th
that we had collided with the ship.

Qs Did you note the time you felt the impact of the

&, e, gley T 434 net pete the time I felf the impact of the
colliision. But from xperience, I have found that it takes
approximately five minutes to make a turn of 160 degrees. And
the time that we executed or rather the guartermaster called nme,
we were changing COUPGG, it was 2220, and T would say that the
enlligion eoceuyred in the vieinity of tventy-five minnies past
1G#00 o'eladk.

| .

Recross~examined by Lieutenant ' <{»* & party:

57. &« Up to the collision had anybody reported to you that
the turn had been completed and That you were on your nNew course?

A, Woy I do mot gat thet lafordatien Trof the guarfermasters.
‘T was watching my repeater and when I see that it is steady, I
mow that we are on our new course.

58. 3. Did yvou notice the heading of the ship at the time of

time of the collision, noj but just DTiO”
heslling was 260, I watched it enbupght To see T ene
down ot thal rouris.

Recrogs-examined by Captain “ﬁg/k; A Pariys

In addition to the dawn operation that you menticned,
nessage also in regard to operations on the %LteinOOﬁ
onerations? i~

We conducted flight operations on
that and we had afternoon flight

and operations the next morning.

these operations Blnay Cephain <%/
group of destroyers vou referred to¥
during the Jlxgﬂu operations.

Re-egxamined by the court:

61, Q. Do you know whether the flight operations and the
launching which preceded the recovery were conducited in darkhesss
or daylight? _ :

A, %We took off at about 2030. Thers mayv have besn a faint
iLight &% thal €1 but I do not reeall, Admiral, I hardly
doubht it thouglh.

Neither the counsel for
desired Turther to examine thi

CONFIDE
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