OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

nm(SO)AlV-zé(lQBSQ)
D

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

12th ;ndaraemant. AUG'161938

Sub ject: Court of Inquiry, bombing and sinking of
. the U,S5.5. PANAY in the Yangtze River, on
December 12, 1937. Convened by Commander-

in-Chief, U.S, Asiatic Fleet.

1. The proceedings, findings, opinion, and recom-
mendation of the court of inguiry in the attached case and
the action of the convening asuthority thereon, subjeet to
the remarks of the Chief of the Buresu of Ordnance and the
Chief of the Bureau of Navigation, are approved, except Tthat
-determination of the question of line of duty is not now

necessary.

£ From the evidence adduced, the Navy Department
holéds that the deaths of Charles L. Ensminger, storekeepexr-
first class, and Edgar C. Hulsebus, coxswain, U.S5. Navy,/8nd
injuries to Lieutenant Commander i, U.8. Navy,
Lieutenant s Us.S. Navy, Lieutenant {junior
grade) . — 3; T.8. Navy; ;s chief cuarter-
master, , fireman first elass, i

’ electriciants mate third class. s electri-
cisn's mete first class, -y -, seaman first
class. y machinist's mate second olass, .

'y 8hip's cook third class, 5, Tireman
first elass, Lisutenant 'y Medieal Corp, U.S.
Navy, Ensign 3, UeS, Navy,
radioman seeond class, , Ship's cook third class,

, gunner's mate third class, -
fireman Pirst class, - el eleetrlcian 8 mate
third eless, , coxswain, ‘ —
chief pharmacist's mate, . y sSeaman Tirss
class, ; mess attendant first elass, = -~ -

., carpenter's mate first class,  Ehdeat
watertender, , meehinist’'s mate second class,
_, seamen first elass, ~ 1, firensn
first class, 3 Watertender seecond class,

. machinist's mate second class, : y, COZ=

swain, s ehief machinist's mate,
d ®
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, seaman first cless,

swain's mate,
, seaman first class,
second class, ~ , radioman second class,

 chief machinist's mate, _, mess attend-~
ant first class, geaman first class,
, boatswain's mate second class, ., yeoman
- mess attendant first class, U.S.

first class, amd ! {4
Navy, were ineurred not as the result of their own misconduct.

-, ohief boat-

fireman first class, !
gquartermaster

Letimg

s Ceopy %o:
' Commesmder-in-Chief, U.3. Asiatlie Fleet.

Chief of the Bureau of Navigatien.
Chief of the Bureau of Med icine and Surgery.
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PRS/A17-2L(12) EIEVENTH INDORSEMENT. o o

The Chief of the Bureau of Navigation.

From:

Tay The Secretary of the Navy.

Subject: Court of Inguiry, bombing and sinking of
the U.8.5. PAWAY in the Yangtze River, on
December 12, 1937, convened by Commander
in Chief, U.S.Asiatic Fleet.

AL Forwarded, recommending approval of the

proceedings, findings, opinion and recommendation of the
attached Court of Inguiry and the action of the Convening
Authority thereon, in so far as the same pertains to mab-
ters under the cognizance of the Buresu of Havigstion.

2 Acticon has been talten concerning faverabls
matters of particular interest to the records of Haval
personnel mentioned nersin.

RECEIVED S-C FILES
~. Room 2055 -~

g AUGI938
BOUTE T 7T 3 (=
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Doc. No. . 14293, ..
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IN REFLY ADDRESS /lpb

THE JUDGE ADVOGATE GENERAL OF THE NavY
AND REFER T NO.

(SC)Al7-24(12538)

d{—‘/{' DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY ﬁ
l 1938 AYG [ Py 2 ) It

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL

WASHINGTON, . C. f
IEI] 10th Indorsement. - AUG 1- 1938 é/

/.:- y
Lo

'The Judge Advoeste General.
The Chief of the Bureau of Navigation.

From:
To:

-

Subject: Court of Inquiry, bombing and sinking of
the U.S.5. PANAY in the Yengtze River, on
December 12, 1937. Convened by Commander-
in-Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet.

ke It is understood that final asetion has been
taken on the record of $the additional board convened to
recommend awards to officers and men of the U.S.S. PANAY,
Therefore, in accordance with paragraph one of the eighth
indorsement the subjeet court of inquiry is herewith re-
turned for such comment as the Chief of the Bureau of Navi-
gation may desire to make, particularly with reference to
the guestion of matter of interest in so far as officers

are concernsd,

& LY

Assistant Judge Advoeate Gemeral of the Navy.

ALUD(



9th Indorsement

Opl3C-je _
(S50)A17-24 Doc. No. 12538

Serial No. 18

Froms: UNE[ASSI , of Naval Operations.

Taz TheSecrstary of the Navy.

. 8 JUN HGB

Court of Inquiry, Bombing and Sinking of the U.S.S.
PANAY in the Yangtze River, on 12 December, 1937.
Convened by Commander-in-Chief, U, 5. Asi?’tic Fleet.

Bubjects:

1. TForwarded, conbents noted.
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PR5/A17-2L(12) EIGHTH INDORSEMENT. ly Mareh, 1938,

The Chief of the Bureau-of Mavigation.

From:

I " The Secretary of the Havy.

Via: The Chief of Naval Operations.

Subject s Court of Inguiry, Bombing and Sinking
of the U.S.5. PANAY in the Yengbtze River, on
12 December, 1937. Convened by Commander-in-
Chief, U.B.4siatic Fleet,

L= This Bureau wishes to withhold comment in re-

gard to opinion number 8 and recommendation number 2, until
the arrival of the additioenal-board; which was orqefpdﬁby the
Commander~in-Chief, D.M.A51a+1c Hleet and which was foerwarded

to the Havy Deme“tment on lu._ebruary, 1938,

dp Bubject to the above Temarks, it is recommended
that the proceedings, findings, opinion and recommendstion
be approved, so far as they pertain to matters under the
cognizance of the Bureau of Navigation.

RECEIVED 5-C FILES
Room 2055

5 Vi P! EJ38
ROUTE To:- 4/ 3

Op File No\,i&_&{jﬁi {,r' :M : 57/ F

Doe. No. r f:: bt 8 - -

Copy No,
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PR5/I11-1 (L) (8p8) 7th. Endorsement,

FEB 231938

The Chisf of the Bureau of Ordnsance.

From:
Poe The Chief of Naval Operations.
VIA: The Chief of the Bureasu of Navigation.

Subject: Court of Inguiry, Bomblng and Sinking of
the US3 PANAY in the Yangtze River, on
12 December, 1937; Convened by Commanderw
in=Chief, U, 8. Asiatle Fleet.

= i Forwarded, contents noted.

2 The approved characteristlies of the USS PANAY
specify two 3"/50 caliber anti~aircraft guns which were
furnished by this Bureau, n addition, twelve 30~caliber
Lewls machine guns and fixed mounts have been supplied,
of which, the plans indicats elight are mounted. Ths
latest reports from the vessel indicate that this arms-
ment was in excellent condition,

e It is practlecable to deliver a fairly effective
anti-aircraft fire with the above armament, using a berrage
system of control, and without antli~aircraft directors,
altimeters, remote control, or automatic fuze setters,
which cannot be furnished to such small vessels on account
of the limitations of spaece and cost,

He It is noted from the testimony of the Executive
Officer, Lieutenant J » Uy 8. Ravy, Ghat. the
general quarters bill of this vessel does not provide for
the use of the 3"/50 caliber battery during air raids be-
cause 1t was not.desired to open the magazines to get to
the ammunitlion and it was considered more Important to
keep the water-tlght inftegrity of the vessel inbact than
to fire this battery.

5 The evidence does not indicate that ready ammu-
nition was provided at the 3"/50 caliber guns.

s With reference to the Court!s third recommend-
ation, the subject of the anti-airecraft-defense of naval
ships is under continual consideration and study by this
Binre .,

R BG



PR5/L11=1(l;) (Sp8)

To Subject to the above remarks, it 1s recommended
that the proceedi s flndings, opinion and recommendation
of the subject Court b#‘\Inquiry be approved,

')

MTE.,

Copy tor=
TAG(3)
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C-PR5/L9 (12-16-Yt) 81ixth Endorsement

FEB 141938
From: Bureau of Engineering. F 2 L
To Chief of Naval Operations.

26 s

Via (1) Bureau of Ordnance.
(2) Bureau of Navigation.
Subjest: Court of Inquiry, Bembing and Sinking of the

USS PANAY in the Yangtze River, on 12 December,
1937; Convened by Commander in Chief, 1P = 7

Asigtic Flest.

1. Forwarded, contents noted.
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Fifth Endorsement

From: The Chief of the Bureau of Aeronsutics.

Pos The Chief of Naval Operatione.

via: (1) The Chief of the Buresu of Engineering,
(2) The Chief of the Buresu of Ordnance,
(3) The Chief of the Bureau of Navigation.

STUBRJELT: Court of inquiry, bombing and sinking of the
USS PAWAY in the Yangtse River, on 12 December
1937; convened by Commander in Chief, U. 8.

Apistic Fleet.

1. Forwarded, contents noted.

Copies to: (B)
JAG Captain USN ~

i
| deting Chief of Bursan
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3rd indorsement

17 January 19%8 L10-5(1)/PG45(0LA)
111-7/EF37 :

The . Chief of the Burean of Supplies and Accounts

From:

To The Chief of Naval Operations.

Via ¢ (1) The Chief of the Bureaun of Construction and Repair

(2) The Chief of the Bureau of Aeronsutics
(3) The Chief of the Bureau of Engineering
(4) The Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance

€5) The Chief of the Bureau of Navigation.

SUBJECT: Court of inguiry, bombing and ginking of the USS PANAY in
the Yangtze River, on 12 December 1937; convened by Commander
in Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet,

il Forwarded, contents noted.
I 7
g B
ch'?”ﬂ“!'
PR5/L11~1 (MA) 4th Endorsement aT
Bureau of Construction and Repair. _—
Chief of Naval Operations. [ 1T
i A ﬁ- f@ Trmin

Buaregu of Aeroeonautics. SEN 1Y LA
Bureau of Engineering. : -
Bureau of (Ordnance.

Bureau of Navigatien.

Court of inguiry, bombing and sinking of the USS
PANAY (FRE) in the Yangtze River, on 12 December
1837; convened by Commarder-in-Chief, U.S. Asiatie
Fleet,

y Contents neted.
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2nd Indorsement

From: The
Toz The

The
The
The
The
The
The

Via:

AT TN T, S A

[ FoRTE SN
Pt Nt Nt Nl N

Subject:

ForLowiNg SHEET

Serial No. 6.

P:MFD

1

Firg No.

A17-24/EN10(380111)(SC) 11 January 1938

Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Sﬁrgery.
Chief of Naval Operations.

Chief
Chief
Chief
Chief
Chief
Chief

of the
of the
of the
of the
of the
of the

Bureau
Bureau
Burean
Bureau
Bureau
Burean

of Supplles and Accounts,
of Construction and Repair.
of Aeronautlces.

of Engineering.

of Ordngnce.

of Navigation.

Court of Inguiry, bombing and sinking of the U.S.S. PANAY
in the Yangtze River, on December 12, 1937. Convened by

Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet.

1. Forwarded, contents noted. e

€. 8. 0ATEANEENT PRINTING PFTIOE 147650
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1IN REPLY ADDRESS

oo
J % THE JUDGE ADVOGATE GENERAL OF THE Navy

7 Y

AND REFER TO NO,

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL

WASHINGTON, D. C.

_ WEU 1lgt indorsement.

From: -The Judge Advecate General.
To: The Chief of Naval Operstionse.
Via: (1) The Chief of the Bureau

(2)
(3)

~3 N

)
5)
)
)

— i — o p—

and Surgery.
The Chief of the Bursau
and Acecounts.
The Chief of the Bureau
and Repair.,
The Chief of the Bureau
The Chief of the Bureau
Phe Chief of the Bureau
The Chief of the Bureau

of Medicine
of Supplies
of Consiruction
of Aeronauties.
of Engineering.

of Ordnaneces
of Navigation.

Jbjeet: Court of Ingquiry, bombing and sinking of the
U.8.5. PANAY 1n the Yangtze River, on December

1%, 1997,

Asilatic Fleat.:

Convened by Commander-in-chief, U.S.

s

1, Forwarded far consideration and reeommendational

Ee The proceedings, findings, copinien and recommenda-—
tion of the court of inquiry in the attached case and the
sation of the convening authority thereon are, in the opinioen

of this offiece, legal,

20




COURT OF INQUIRY, bombing and sinking of the U,S5.5. PANAY in

the Yangtze River, on December 12, 1937. Convened by Commanderw

in-Chief, U.S. Asistiec Fleet.

FACTS: The PANAY was bombed and machine gunned by Japanese
planes from sbout 1338 until 1400 on December 12, 1937, sustain-
ing damage which resulted in her sinking at about 1554. Practicel-
ly no veluable government property was salveged. Charles L. Ens-
minger, storekeeper first c¢less, USN., died at 1330 December 13,
from wounds received during bombing, and Edgsr C., Hulsebus, cox-
swain, died at 0630 December 19, 1937, from wounds received dur-

ing the bombing,

OPINION: That the Japanese are solely and wholly responsible
for all losses whiech have oceurred ss the result of this attack,

' That the deaths of Ensminger and Hulsebus occurred in
the line of duty and were not the result of their 2wn misconduct.

That the injured and wounded members of the crew re-
ceived thelr wounds and injuries in line of duty not as result of
. their own misconduct. - = =

CONVENING AUTHORITY .approved the procesdings, findings, opinion
and recommenda tion.
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*ﬁwnxnss PL“S LAHGE CﬁLﬁRS AT HEP vn,..u
‘ iia; THAT THE socanv VAcnvm aHlPS ME IP (NG MEIHS!A Ama MEWQN°5¢-
; t;¥Ea mﬂmsaaus HoRzZONTAL ANﬁ VERT&CAL AMER!CAN FL&GS aF‘ﬁ; :Laaa
' JITﬁ} #ﬁﬁT AT TH:RT&EN TFHIRTY THE CREW OF THE nss pANAy WERE EN&AGE@ ,h

iE\ﬁﬂT MEN. ou BBARB THE 38 HEIPING .
§11) THAT AT Asnﬂr THIRTEEN THIRTY E1HT THREE LAaaE JApamgas

"I*apﬂsggng avsﬂHEAB BDWNRIVER AT TH!S TIME ND eTHER CRAFT WEﬂE !N THE HE&R'
oined E C'leTY BF THE - PANAY ANB ﬂBWVBV ﬁND THERE WAS Nﬁ REASON TU BEL#EVE TH‘E 5

ﬁéa  sacPa'wERE :n A ﬁanezﬂons AREA Bl .
4 32) THAT thHonT wARNime THESE THREE. JAP&NESE PLAHEB RELEAsEB SEV&RﬁL
Bnmas eﬁs BR FWO OF- WH!CH &TR"GF of oR VERY cLeSE To THE Sow aF THE nss
:.ANﬁY AND' ANOTHER wn;ca STRNCK ON OR VERY CLOSE TB THE ss ME!PING g

{13) THAT THE 88MBS oF THE FIRST ATTACK EHB COMS!BERAELE Uh&ﬁ‘&ﬁ Tﬁ T‘HE'

;;;{'nss PANAY DISABLING THE FORWARD THREE INCH G, SER1OMALY swauﬁr&s THE
?};ﬁ:gaprarm ANB OTHERS WRECKING THE PILOT HOI'SE AN SICK BAY BlSABLIﬂG TPE
?ggnta EQ”:PH:HT THE sTEAm!na FIREROOM S0 THAT ALL. PBWER WAS LDST ARD
4 5;:cﬁnssms LEAKS IN THE ML WHYCH RESMLYED iN THE sn!P 3ETTLIN8 BOW& BY fﬂE
?~r';nsaa AND LESTING To STARBBARD THEREBY' CnNTRIBHTlNG FHMDAMENTALLY Ta THE H

5 ‘SINKlNG oF . THE SHIP, | ,
{14} THAT imMEBlATELY THEREAFTER A GROMP aF sxx SlNGLE Emﬁt&&ﬁ_PL&mss '




-"-:VQWN-"-;B,_ASE; ,' THE EXECUT FVES OFF 1CER




0w INJ”QIEB AN'._ !HJHRIES e sn@cx

;.5”fvsa e CAPTAIN tN V!EW PF HIS
ﬁ _8HSTAlNED BY HIS REMAINING LINE OFFICERS AMD THE aENEnAL FEELING IHAT‘
§"  TKTTEMPTS WD"LD BE WADE To EXTERMINATE THE SNRYIVORS 5 REQUESTED CAPTA!N
%?,:1'f ijg s ARMY wuo WAS MOT INJHRED ANB uno wns FAMILIP? HITH LAﬁB
fﬁ;ﬁ.aPEaATIGNS AND THE CHINESE LANG/'AGE , To ACT 'PNDER HIS. Dl?ECTiDNS A4S st
. IMREDIATE REPRESENTAT!VE . CAPTAIN E5L/ FHNCTIDMEB e THIS! CAPACIT%
NTH THE RETURN OF THE PANAYS CREW ON BOARD THE 1SS aAHn oN FiFTEEN

: EEGEEBER 1937 PERFORMING DUTSTAND ING SERVICE ,'_.

{24) THAT msssas @l ”E14 oF THE hg EgBAssv STAFF REN@ERE@
; ‘HIGHLY VkLUABLE 3ERVICES ON SHGRE WHERE THEIR KNOWLEBGE oF THE GBHNTRY Awn
e L&NGHAGE COUPLED WITH THEIR RESO!'RCEFULLHESS AND S0MND Anv;cz caawasanrsg

SRR T R e T e T T

¢ T
i L 20 1
)

arei

::]hLARSELY T THE SAFETY oF THE PARTY
(25) THAT AFTER SOME FIFTY HO'RS ASHORE DURING WHICH TIME THE ENTIRE

VTR ¢ oy e
e k

e e

~ PARTY. SUFFERED MI'CH HARDSHIP AND EXPDSIRE , SOMEWHAT MlTlGATEB BY. THE -
?uss nﬂﬂﬂ -

;_KINQLY ASSISTANCE oF THE CHINESE , THEY RETVRNED AN@ BaARBEB TH‘,
_ ﬁ:nma HUS LADYBIRD . | P |
Eﬁf.g‘f tzs) THAT 'FROM THE Beatnmlne OF AN anRggggENTEB AND UNLQGKEE Eor ATTAGF
LB GREAT VIDLENCE 'NTIL THEIR FINAL RETURR j THE SHIPS: COMPANY Aué 458~ re
_:M‘*.Eussas OF - THE nss PANAY WERE - SVBJECTED To CRAVE. BANGER ANB comTlmﬂans HAggg
| SHIR THEIR ACTIDN 'NDER THESE. CONDITiONS WAS rn KEEPING w1TH TREgEEST
5La§,TaAan:ens OF THE NAVAL SERVICE . g et T
- 127) THAT AtoN® THE PANAY PASSENGERS MR SANDRA shuaas liEB aF Hib tﬂ

- ;EAT THiRTEEN THIRTY TH!RTEEN DECEMBER kel =
{1>L¢ WERE wnnmaea .'




% EB. ausr PREVIDNS ra TH!S BOMBING JAPANESE ARMY lers am SHBRE”MEAR THE:
WHARF RTTEMPTED To AVERT THIS BOMB NG EY WAlea JAPANESE FhAas THE? WERE

fﬁaf NBT succEssFuL AND RECEIVEB SEVERAL CASHALT!ES ;-rT ;s Kmaww THAT cAPTA'
) ﬁARLanN oF THE METAN WAS KILLED AND THAT (DU
?" &Nﬁ ECXJ WERE waumBED « CASVALTIES AMDNG THE cnamesa cmews DF THESE

L VES&ELS WERE wu@raevs BT CANNOT BE F”LLY DETERM?NED B Wit ‘

{T_:”__ {8¢) THAT THE FDLLOWING mcmarns OF THE. PANAY CREW LANDED ow SHBRE FRF
ﬁﬁ??.. THE MEIPING AFTER. VAINLY ATTEMPTING TO r%T:MGHISH DL AND CR?DLiNE F'RE“
b2k  ¢@N.BDARB-31 t>Lz o U M FIRST §%L; | SEAMA” qu

g Ebié H C?HM . BXe . am THIRD. EAT... EM TH!RD i
i"F1?EmAN FYRST AND 53&2;;'mm SECOND THESE MEN EhCO”NTEREE dAPANESt

bDLB!F_RS BN SH!}R’E WHG WERE NOT HOST!LF DN LEARN}NE THEY WERE ABAER IGAN‘S o
i (311 THAT ALL. aF THE PAN“Y CREW FROM THE MEIP!NG EXCEPT n pA e
;?f5 FFREMAN FIRST REMAINED INONE GRCUP ASHORE ”NT!L THE FeLme:Nc BAY wHEN
'*?THEV WERE RESG“ED BY HUS, ClL» (2 (, MADE. HIB wnv T0 WNHU ANE RETURNEB
i;SHAMﬁHAI ViA JAPANESE NAVAL PLANE om FOURTEEN BECEMBER M -;;~. S
. (ag) THAT N SEARCHING FOR AND RESCUING THE S"RVIVGRS REAR AawraAL f?
‘RN AND THE OFFiCERb AND: MEN oF HMS BE» AND M8 uhﬁ“BSPB REN@EREB;ME,#LV-;
_;vALnABLE ASbESTANGE HINDER “TRY ING AND DIFFICULT conarrtaﬂs THEREBY sﬁawfmf
-fa’r:ma SFIRtT OF HELPF"LNESS AND LDGPERATIGN g
gsa) THAT CHARLES L tNSMlNCER SC FIRST: a;ao Ai

TH!RTEEN THIRTY TH!ﬁ?*E

”aacﬁmssa AT HOHSIEN CHINA FROM HOTNDS RECE!VEB o
Hiss PANA¥ AND THAT HIS. DEATH NCCIRRED 1N LINE or
fnsnmummmmmwr N ‘
J.'(34) THAT EDGAR G H”LSEBHS coxswAIN Dt£‘~5“
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SEAMAN FIRST ,

'sEAMAN FIRST o

-:.ysacowo Qﬁ\g_

am sacomn ¥  "Q9iyJ,}18C1Tﬁﬁ
i F\QEMAN Fiast , N

B : caxswafw : ‘  (I CBHM 7:'“
' \Q MATT FIRST , _”, C%§Q  fi_ B
<2$Q__“cWT'; Gq\ﬂ M SECOND d | uwaz'“”f' SEAMAN FlRST i
o) F!REMAN FIRST B . Y g SECDND pg {a: L 8
ijﬁ  COXSWAIN ,h,gg_‘ oMM, .,Eiérw,
e

' {hw I [ - FIRLMAN FIRST \/-f) [
Y - SEAMAN FlRST v Eag - EOEES T _Q%LR  f RN g
o ;. Bl WATT FIRST , (g(b* SEAHAN
BM sgcond , DU YEoMAN FIRST . AND {%Q
(TY NaT THE ResnLT eF

‘WM SECOND

FIRST 1 Ch\y
O MATT FIRST F WERE SLIGHTLY INJURED IR LINE OF D

C THEIR OWN MISQDNDUGT . AR glasp




n Reply Refer UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 25 /rtm

To No.

CAB1/A17-24(10-7)

U. 8. S. AUGUSTA (Flagship)

Shanghai, China,
20 June, 1938, -

From: The Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet.”
T The Secretary of the Navy. ,
Subject: Statements in comnection with the bombing

and loss of the U.S.S5. PANAY, Forwarding
of for file. A . ‘

Enclosures: (A)

Statement of _PNy i, Italian Embassy 0fficial.

{B) Statement of b . United Press Staff
. Correspondent. — _ _

(C) statement of o , standard vacuwmm 0il

- . Company Official. :

(D) Statement of & ., American

.  Embassy Official.

(E) Statement of Captain (M@ , Infantry,

L UT.5. ATmy. i

(F) Statement of ﬂbKﬁ ", Universal Newsreel

.. Cameramean. "

(G) Stetement of , QDKﬁ __ Standard Vacuum
0il Company Qfficials

(H) Statement of &, Master S.S. MEIPING.

(L) Sstatement of sV ; Master S.S8. METHSIA.

(I) Letter from Lieut.(jg) o - U.S. Navy,

. . Speecial Disbursing Officer, relating to the pay
accounts .of the officers and men of the U.8.S.
PANAY.

- & Enelosures (A) to (J), from the files of the

Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet, which were used in connection
with the Court of Inquiry to investigate the bombing and loss
of the U.S.8. PANAY, are forwarded herewith for the files of

the Navy Department,

f'BY“airection: bl y

v



U.s.s. CAHU

STATELENT 0F: WO  TTALIAN EMBASSY OFFICIAL, CONCERNING THE
BOMBING AT MILEAGE 221 ABOVE WOOSUNG, CHINA, ON 12 DECEMBER, 1937.
ADDRESS: ¢/o Italian Bmbassy, Shanghai, China.

On the afternocn of December 12th (I cannot specify exactly
what hour but I suppose it was about 2:00.p.m.) a party of people
which were in the sick bay of the U.3.8. Panay (in this party I
include myself) suddenly went out from the room on to the open
deck because we had heard a deep sound as of a gun-shot. Suddenly
we heard & very loud explosion on the fire part of the ship.

I quickly took shelter in the sick bay together with the other
people and as the second explosion happened {I 40 not know if it
was a Girect hit on the ship) we sheltered ourselves in the chief
petty officerf® quarters. We all laid on the floor and during
this period I suppose the planes dronped about 17 bombs, power
diving and mechine gunning each time. From the window 1 saw
explosions on a Socony steamer. After a while the crew began 5o
snswer with machine gun fire at the planes. The upper deck was
full of steam and debris from the mast and broken glass. ey
Sendri, Italien pressman, was hit by two machine gun bullets.

I am of the opinion thet he was hit shile in the chiefl pettiy
officers! quarters, while other witnesses say he was hit when
trying to £o to the lower deck. I cannot recollsct exactly

whet is the truth in the above gake. L wont déwn  LookIss fTor
the doctor a2nd in the meantime &s the bomblng recommenced I

tock shelter 1in the enpineToum.  The Bambing lested fer ebont

25 minutes (so I suppose}. In the meantime some boats were
lowered and part of the wounded were removed ashore, while the
bombing continued. In the river there were plenty of people.
with 1ife belts swimming. I left the ship in a motorpan.

While ashore I saw an aeroplane (till that moment I could not
tell whebther the plenes were Japanese or not, I only supnosed

-they were) with red balls on the wings, diving and machine

gnpning the salvage boats on the river. Before leave the ship
T noticed that the floor of the lower deck near the officers'
mess was all buckled and that the level of the water was very near

the deck of the ship.

This statement is made by myself, (X , of the Italian
Embagsy in Nanking, not as an Italian Cfficial but merely asg a
guest of the Panay and as sn eye witness.

[
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Uu.s.s. OAHU

Statement of: ¥ ., United Press Staff Correspondent,
concerning the bombing of the U.S.S5. PANAY 28 miles above
Nanking, Sunday, December 12, 1937.
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With several other civilians and Captain (X[, I wes
standing aft on the boat deek near the sickbay, some minutes
after we had finished lunch, when a sudden cIy of "planes
above" was heard from below. I started looking upward but
almost immediately heard a strange whistling scund similar
to that I had heard when a bomb was dropped from high altitude
on the Sincere department store in Shanghai, and automatically
dived for the sicikbay. Before I could flatten myself out on
the floor a terrific explosion finished the job not only for
me but for half a dozen others crowding into the room, and
showers of glass, splinters, and bits of furniture fell over
us., From the open door I saw Captain (p ', his glasses
raised skyward, literally picked.up and then flatténed out

horigontally.

Some of the men left the sickbay immediately. Captain . 65@1~
picked himself uv. pointed excitedly toward the sky, and yelled
Toy e . and myself to oote the red balls on the
planes above, saying "there's evidence for youl™ I got to the
doorway in time to see only one plane. I think this was after
the second or third bomb, which fell shortly after the first

tc the accompaniment of the sound of diving planss.

In betwesen bambs EE&# . and I started below deck, seeking
a place of greater safety, but seeing eight or temn persons
sheltered in the CPO guarters we dashsd in there, I flattening
myself on the floor a split second before. Sandreo Sandri, the
Italian correspondent, followed another explosion by fugging
at my side and saying in broken English that he was hit. He
exhibited a - S L '
_ ™ (5¢ ~ snother Italian,
left to find the doctor. I got Sandri some water, attempted
to reassure him. By that time the bombing was continuing.
The room wes deserted except for us. ﬁ% returned and
helped Sandri below to the engine room, where a dozen of us
remained for some time before the crowd began thinning out.
I took some plstures cn the maln end boat dedke,; reiumned to
the sickbay much of which was blasted in by this time teo get
e few personal posssssions, several overcoats, blankets, and
cigarettes, and threw them into the mobtorpan which had returned
for its last trip. With Ensign (¢ 8nd several sailora I

reached shore a little before three o'clock. L o

Ny il
In the CPO guarters, after the second or third bomb f*I looked
at my watebh. 1% resd 1:45. About the same Time, or & litfle
befors, I heard the sound of the U.S.5. PANAY'S machine guns

e L L
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Statement of: ' , United Press Staff Correspondent,
concerning the bombing of the U.S.S8. PANAY 28 miles above Nanking,
Sunday, December 12, 1937. :

~ (CONTINUED)
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firing at the planes for the first time. The actual bombing,

T eastimated, lasted from 25 to 35 minutes. I saw the U.S.S5. PANAY
gink at 3:54. '

(5
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Statement of: , Installation Supertintendent,
concerning the bombing at milsage 221 ebove Woosing, China on-

December 12 1937. ; Ty
Address: c¢/o Standard Vacuum 0il Co. Shanghai, China.
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On December 11 1937. The Mel Hsia was lying at anchor about 3 miles
above Nanking Harbor with the fellowing wvessels belonging to our

Company Via: Mei Ping, Meil An, Mei Ying & Mei Yi, and tied alongside
the Mel Hsia, were one bulk, Junk, 1 bulk lighter and I native Junk.

About 2:00 PM, gun fire was heard, which came from the right bank of
the river, and was directed at the vessels at anchor. The ships
immediately raised anchors & proeeded up river. It was noticed that
the 5.8. Tien Kwang bad been struck by & shell, on the forward part
of her deck. The gun fire continued until about 3:00 Pu.

Our company's vessels continued steaming up river until about 4:00
PM when the Mel Hsia dropped anchoer, close to the U.5.3. PANAY.

l2th. 1937, about 8:00 AWM gun firing commenced from ths

On December
cight bank apd it .wes notlieed seversal junks were hit enhd burning ebout

half a mile below the USS PANAY. Shortly afterwards a signal weas
reesived from the ULS PANAY instructing us %o follow her.

(=
=

@

About 10:30 AM it was n that the USS PANAY had been stoppesd by
Japanese soldiers for a short while then we all procesded further
upriver until about 11:30 AM and sanchored, clcse to the USS PANAY.

5 m

At 1:30 PM the noise of several aeroplsnes was hesrd and suddenly
we Tound we were beling attacked by them., Orders were given to heave
up anchor immddiately but no sallors could be ssen and it wes found
they had been thrown into the river through the concussion.

Noticing the USS PANAY had been struck and appezared to be ginking
the Mel Hsia went close to offer assistance, but was informed none
was required. The Mei Hsla therefore searched around and picked up
some of the crew and others after which it was noticed the pei Ping
has been heavily struck and was making for a pontoon belong to a
Japanese Company. The Mel Hsia then went over to the Mei Ping to
offer assistance and was ordered by Japanese soldiers on pontoon te
tie up alongside Meil Ping.

About 3:30 P we were made the targst for another attack and on this
occasion a Mr. Marshsll, who had jumped on to the Mei Hsia from sl
the USS PANAY, was wounded. B, 1 e

ey
‘\-.'.‘l'."k"" =
PR =2 o

During the attaciks the vessel which were being towed b?”%he

Meil Hsia had cast off except the bulk lighter. This lighter had a
number of our Installation staff, with their wives and femilies on
board but owing to the confussion which the attacks had caused it was

-1 | rfDEY(l)‘_



U.s.S. OAHU

Statement of: ., Installation Supertintendent,
Concerning the bombing at mileage 221 above Woosung, China on

December 12 1937. , !
Address: ¢/o Standard Vacuum 01l Co. Shanghai, China.

(CONTINUED) ________________

______..____.__.___..—__-..._.—._.—...___.__.__

Later it was nqticed the iei An had been struck and was maxing
for the opposite bank where she was beached.

After the Mel Flng and Mei Hsia were abandoned, most of the people
went inlsnd and sedwrched for refuges. .

The foreigners mekt often to discuse the situation in which we were
placed and on December 18 1337, the HiMS BEE arrived in the afterncon
and took all foreigners on their ship. where everything possible

was done to make us comforiable.

\
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Statement of: S .y wecretary of Embassy of the

United States of America, in charge of the American Embassy at Nanking,
concerning the bombing a% mileage 281 above Woosung, China, on

12 December 19837. _
Address: c¢/o American Consul General, Shanghei, China.

{5

. T o T T e A ]

Shortly after 11:00 A.M., December 12, 1937, the U.35.5. PANAY
anchored at about mileage 221 above Woosung, having left her previous
anchorage at San Chia Ho because of shell fire from the south bank.

As soon as the anchor dropped ih the new position I sent off a prior-
ity message to the Jaepanese Embassy at Shanghai (through’the American
Consulate General) giving the new position of the PAFAY and three
Standard Vacuum 0il Company vessels, S.S5."Mei FPing", 2.5."Mei An%, and
S.5."Mei Hsia®", which had followed us. The message asked that notice
and approprlate instructions be given the Japanese forces including the
alr force, gihcs Japanese bombing planes had from time to time flown
over ths PﬁHAY and that the Japanese force be informed also that the
ships might find 1t feasible to move azgdls either up or down rivar.

At sbout 1:30 P.M. I wag in my quartars, forwar
on main deck working on Zmbassy business when.I heard a plane power
dive followed by the explosion of a bomb at the nort bow which gave the
ship & berrific Jolt.  There Tellowdd. cofitinueus power Gives and bombs

rard starboard cabin
ard

et of the latter geeming te =tyrike the ship Toryard of msarby. I 4

went out to see about the ﬁgher Za the cabin'es inner wall was blown
who was coversed with debris, found

in, on the deck met Iir
with & @<  in the tool shack, and found Captain &,
with =2 B ~in the galley.

The ship was lurching, gear falling all around; we huddled a
moment in the Geck passage as further bombs rell, Captal . 5 said
the ship must be abandoned T called a sailor and we carried Captain

PL{s 3 to a amall boat and sent him ashore.

My impressicn was that some 20 bombs were directed at the PANAY
and there were &t least five hits and we were machine guuned as svid-
enced by the bullet wounds incurred by some of the officers and men.

The "Mei Hesia' came toward us but we warded her off feariang bombs

would explode her,. Lieutenant B , and
octherwise wounded, took cormand of the shlp g evacuation OL wounded and

others.

Plaenes machine gunned the first boat ashore and gseverely woundsd

at least one of the occupants { Ay ).
0¥
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Statement of: j%i! v, Becretary of Embessy of the United
States of America, in charge of the American Fmbassy at Nanking,
concerning the bomblng at mlleage 281 above Woosung, China, on 12

December 1937,
Addressa: o/o American Consul General, Shanghai, China.
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Shortly aftsr landing, two Japanese motor landing boats came down
river, fired seversl machine gun dbursts at the PANAY, which was rapidly
settling, several Japanese soldierg went aboard her for a few minutes.
The appearance of this boat caused us to go into the reeds and I did not
witness the subsequent bombing of the Standard 0il boats as I was helping
to carry Captain i Eb%& into the marsh where we had to keep him not only
for concealment from the Japanese patrol boats, but from Japanese planes
which appeared over us even after the bombing of the merchant vessels,

one plane cirvcling about over head.

Since all three most senior officers were wounded, Captain . g%by

after onsultatlon with me and with nmy hearty approval asked Ceptain

. U. 5. Army, Assisbant Military Attache to the Embassy, to
take cherge of the party. Yie sent Secretary . 4(p , of the Embassy, whose
Ba was injured, and who suffered L ahead

zet out 2 message as to what had haonenea and when darkness

to attempt to g
el l, proceeded to some farm housesup river. By 1mprovwsing stretchers

Tromn bamboo beds, doors, and a pig pen, we zathered the wounded there and
later :rooeeaed to Hohsien, & town 5 miles away and 3 mileg inland, where
Hr, L and I qr“apoed for quarters with the Megistreste, and where
wo settled at sbout 4 A.M., 13 Decenber. The imgistrate, who was sxtra-
ordinarily kind and helpful, told us Hohsien had been attacked three times
by Jepanese patrols, and in the afterncoon of the 1l3th he received a report
that some 1,000 Japanese had crossed from the south benk and landed near

the point at which we went ashore. During the morning of the ldth I

. suceeded in getting televhone messages relayed to fhne Ambassador at

Hankow, through Dr. (N @ at Anking, and Dr. {5, at Iuchowfu (Hofei).
That night owing %o the previols ettacks upon the town, and the presence :. .
nearby of a large hody of Japanese troops, we loaded the wounded in

small junks on a creek about 2 miles from our lodging and proceeded Further
inland to the town of Hansan, 20 miles away, arriving at the jetty two
miles from town aftér ten hours journey. Captain Ega and T went

ahead to make arrangements, and the Maglstrate did everything possible,
providing us with = stretcher carrierg,a small hospital, and food.




U.S.8. OAHU

Statement of: - EﬁLﬂ - ., .-.4 wecretary of Embassy of the United
States of America, in charge of the American Embassy at Nanking,
concerning the bombing at mileage 281 above Woosung, China, on 12
December 1937.
Address: ¢/o American Consul General, Shanghai, China.

- (CONTINUED) '
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- Sandri and Ensminger died of their wounds atlgeﬁsan. Yhile we
were trying by telephone to obtain motor busses oé trucks from Iuchowifu,
where there is a large American hospital, in order to continue on to
that place, a telephone message reached me from Admiral fA(, of the
British Navy, then at Hohsien, that the situation was clear and that .
arrangements had been made for passage to Shanghai. We left Hansan
at 2:15 P.M, by junk, and after 8:00 P,M., reached Hohsien, where Admiral
E(J and the Magistrate, had arranged for transportation of the wounded,
sand accomodations for the party on the H.M.3. BEE, H.M,85. LADVBIRD, end

the U.S.5. OAHID.

The great credit due to various members of the party and the help-
fulness of Chinese offieials and others are matters regexrved for =&

report of a different category than this statement.

26

Secretary of Embaésyuéf,
The UNITED STATES of ANERICA,
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STATEMANT OF: CAPTATN ¢ _, INFANTRY, U. &. ARMY,
ASSISTANT MIIITARY ATTACHE, CONCERNING THE BONBTNG AT MIL#AGP
221 ABOVE WOOSUNG, CHINA, ON 12 DECEMBER, 1937.

ADDRESS: c¢/o American Consul General, Shanghai, China.

At about 1:30 p.m., December, 12, U.S.3. Panay was lang at
anchor in the middle of the Yangtze, but slightly nearer the left
bank, between Ma An Shan and Chin Ho Kou, about 223 miles above
Woosung. Hearing the sound of planes from upriver, I took my
field glasses and ran up to the deck Just aft of the sick bay to
observe them ag they passed over us. Bafors L oeuight slaht of
the planes, a bomb exploded either just ahead of or actually on
the port bow of the Panay, and I was almost thrown off my feet.
Before the incredible fact occéurred to me that the Panay was
actually being attacked, a second and a third bomb exploded
close by, from the roar of motors and the whistle of the bombs,

I realized that planes were power diving &t the ship, and from the
erash of falling gear and the noise of escaping steam, a&s well as from
the shocks, I knew that the ship had beemn badly hit. I started to
go inteo the sick bay and was knocked off my f€et by the coneussion
of another bormb. Inside, from the doorway I saw a Japenese
Mitsubishi 1light bomber gaining altitude after its dive; it was
then at sbhout 2000. I c=z ucht a2 glimpse of another plane at the
same time. FYrom the sound of the power dives and the number of
bombs dronped, I believe there were sixz pleanes bombing the Paneay
and the three 3tandard Cil ships which were asmchored just & couple
of hundred wards up streem from ws. Alftpgether in this attaok, 15 or 20
bombs, probabiy 100—uounds were dropped. During an intervsl a;ter
the f‘ rest three borbs I start@d for the main qeck but hearing
enother power dive oamlng, I stepped into the chlef pessy cfficers!
quarters through the port dcor, and had just got inside when a bomb
exploded to port, a shower of fragmenits of some kind struck me in
the end I was Xknocked to my hands and knees. At the same
time I heard the drumming of machine gun bullets against the
ship's side and the noise of the gun 1tself. It was here that’
Sandri, the Italian was hit by a bullet. Dazed and confused by
concussion, I remained for some moments on the floor, then looked
out the starboard doorway where I saw two men firing the after
machine gun at the plane flying off toward the north shore, and then
at about 3000 feet altitude. These two gunners were artln with
great coolness and courage and their shots were coming close to the '
plane. I then went dovn to the main deck where I found Captain

{4 « in the kitchen being held up by someone, snd he said his

. By the TiTst sxplosion: Wkrile we were there, three

or four bombs fell, one close to the ship. I asked It~T could help
and the Captain reg uested me to asgist the officers to abandon ship
which wag gettling by the starboard bow. I found ILjieutenant .

B : so that he could
hardly speak but wrote advice and instructions on ths white paint-
work. The planes had apparently drawn off, but fearing that they
would return, we got most of the wounded Oif for shore and thep
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U.S.S. OAHU

STATRMENT OF: CAPTAIN 2 . INFANTRY, U. S, ARMY,
ASSISTANT MILITARY ATTACHE, CONCERNING THE BOMBING AT MTLRACE
221 ABOVE WOOSUNG, CHINA, ON 12 DECEMBER, 1937, CONTINUED.

hastily got togefther as many essential articles as we could salvage.
(My impression is -~ though I cannot remember exactly ~ that before
the last bombs fell, one boat had already gone toward shore with
wounded, and it must have been this boat that was machine gunned
by & plane.) Loading the boats on their return with the rest orf .
the people, we made for the 1é&ft bank. The motor of the *"push pan'
failed when we were 200 yards from shore, and she was making water,
through - I learned‘later = two bullet holes, We had 4ifficulty in
rowing to the bank and were carried some 600 yards downstream from
t%e cove where the main party landed. In this boat were Lieutenant
and ge other wounded men. On shore, we got the wounded
into the,kggggéhg where they would be concealed, and I went up the
bank to the point where the main party had landed. The other boat
returned to the ship for more supplies, and was just returning when
two Japanese motor landing bhoats came down river and fired several
machine gun bursts at
then cruised very slowly upstream. On 31FQ&
the wounded carried into the edge of the k=

ins thsse boats, I had
Bo and instructed

[
aveTYOne to ksep out of sisht. In consulteticn with Captain L
and 1 (v , We esmme TE ths conclusiom fihat Ao vigw 4T the

bomblng which wae obriously éelibefrete, and of the actlons of ths
we were pot sefe from astbeck €ifher by air or river

=] e patral),

end therefore we removed Tarther into the cover of the kestiang: s s

away from the bank. Since Lieutenant fN(p had  BG and

Lieutenant (%“g was suffering Eﬂz , Ceptain
' reques me to tzke charge of the entire party. Ve had

scarcelv moved our position when two flights of Dlanes reappeared

passing down river {where they bombed the British shlps) A little

later the Standard O0il Ships beached accross the river from us were
bombed again and set afire. Some time later planes going up river
passed over us, and one circled over our position. Since the main
party was nearly mired down in a swamp, I sent men to reconnociter
for higher ground and to try to find local inhabitants who could
guide us away from the vicinity. DBecause of the necessity of
keeping concealed, 1t was almost dusk before we were able to get
the necessary information and meke our arrangements, get trans-

portation for the wounded and move toward the neerest village.

In this movement we used the two small boets and an 4.F.C. launch
which came up just at dusk. When the wounded and the unuleq had
been landed we cut the three craft adrift, on Captain f)C/
instructions, so that Japsnese petrols *oula find no ev1annce D » OBET:
landing. (These boats were recovered late the next day by H.M.3.

Teaybird).

the Panay, boarded her, remained several minutes,
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ULE.S: GAHLY

Statement of: %5_ ~, Universal Newsreel Cgmeraman and
evacuee, concerning the bombing of the U.S.S. PANAY, December 12,

19370
Address: Cathay Hotel, Shanghai, China.

- At 1:40 pems., Sunday, December ]lZth aboard the U.S5.S. Panay which
had anchored about 28 miles above Nenking I stepped out of the
officers' wardroom onte the super deck. We had Just finished tiffin.
"Suddenly plane motors came into ear shot and while looking up to see
their position whiech was directly on our nose, the sound of a
‘ghistling bomb preeceded an explosion which appeared to me to be
Just to port of the Panay bridge. The bomber planes which released
these first loads were of the large Japanese navy type with twin
motors, They were flying at an altitude of about seven thousand
feet and did not turn after dropping their bombs bBut continued in
the general direction of Wamking. My first reaction was that the
.Japanese mistaking the Panay for an ememy ship, had realized their
error and were leaving. This was ¥X wrong however as almost directly
thereafter a squadron of six small pursuit type bombers came over
us at a much lower altitude and immedistely began to power dive and
release what seemed to be 100 pound bombs on each individual dive.,

The eapparent suddenness of the unwarranted attack served as a
distinet shoek to all officers and crew together with being folleowed
se¢ closely by further and more intense bombing by the small planes.
With automatic orderliness and discecipline the officsrs and crew
of the Panay were immediately at their emergency-posts and when the
Jdapanese had dropped five loads the Panay machine guns were reiurning
fire. I saw Captain ibhzw being asgisted from the bridge tc the
galley apparently badly injured. Ensign ({>(, who had bsen standing
just aft of the bridge on the supsr deck came by me _ 8 o

Executive Officer S\ although badly hit in the GG _
stayed on the starboard bridge ladder top and showed great courage in
making assignments, his appearance and actions served as a splendid
design for the gunners and bogimen who were at their respeetive posts.
At this same time I observed Dector e and Lieutenant L
bringing the first wounded men beslow. Lieutenant LWRE gl

During the mext few minutess the Japanese released no less than
17 separate loads at the Panay. It was necessary for me to go to
the chief petby officers® mess room on the super deck to get my camers.
These quarters were in shambles from the intense concussion amd
fragmentary assault. In returning to main deck az bamb landed om the
port side about twenty five feet from the ladder I was descending and
blew fragments against the ships side and took my hat off but did not
injure me. Just behind after having spent the first few moments in
the chief petty officers' quarters was Sandra Sandri, Italian Newspaper
correspondent. I turned to ses that he hed been-struck apparsntly in -

R or R
(R LR

Fiie=w

S ﬁaﬁz%h@é“ “ wE (1)

) o 7’ ace BC



U.s.5. OAHU .

Statement of: | L’ , Universal Newspreel Cemeramen and
evacuee, concerning the bombing of the U. S S. PANAY, December 12,
1937,

Address: Cathay Hotel, Shanghai, China,

e A L Sy 2 D 1CONTINUED1____
T T 786 a5 Te showed great pain. Although SandTi sToKe very
little English he shouted to me that he was hit and assisted by a
crew member we pulled him into the engine room gangway.

At about 1:50 p.m,, I notlced Coxswain ﬁb(p .preparlng to take
the first load of wounded ashore in the outboard motored sampan.
They put five or six wounded seamen aboard and had reached a spot
about half way to shore when two of the Japanese pursuit bombers
flew low over their craft and opened up with machine guns, one of
the planes released a bomb which fortungstely fell wide, I heard
later that crew members Emsminger and [h(y were additionally
wounded by these actions.

{  Chief Boatswain's Mate {h{y : was observed manning a machine
{gun with practically @6

411 the gun crew were operating with

- splendid coolness and I believe that sevaral Hite wete made @ven

~though not on plane vital points, ™M turning from gun to
gun showed utter disregard for perscondl danger thereby displaying
& fine example of U,S5. Nav¥y traditional bravery under fire. His
fine execution of orders after the abanden ship command together
with his indefatigable efforts 1in organizing and caring for the
wounded after reaching shore are to be highly commended .,

At 2:05 p.m., abandon ship was ordered,cnd the moter sampan wes
lowered ;the first uninjured crew members were taken ashore. The
vessel was shipping water over main deck at this minute and seemed
to be in Imminent danger of sinking. I observed four crew members
who had given up their life Jackets to civilian evacuees jump over
the fentail carrying mattresses and table tops for assistance. -
Although the stream was running a uswal eurrent these men elected
to lighten the load on rescue sampans by trying for shore
independently. One of the four , (»( ; threw me his life
jacket when he observed that I d4id not as yet carrv one.
learned later that these men were lp |, F e 3
and i » e Thelr disregard of personal safety is te be highly
commended.

' The S.S. Mei Hsia which had been lying off our starboard pulled
alongside just after the abandon ship order was issued but was
requested to pull away because filled with fuel @il and had it
been hit would have added to the problem of rescuing the wounded
from the Panasy. . Y?)Mp {, Colliers Weekly far eastern
correspondent, decided to go aboard this ship however and was last
seen assisting her remzining crew in lowering a life beat. The
lMei Hsia was observed going towards the south shore together with
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Statement of: Fn Universal Newsreel (Cameramsn and
evacuee, concerning the bombing of the U.S.S. PANAY, December 12,
1937,

Addresst Cathay Hotel, Shanghaei, China,
{(CONTINUED}

tied up along51de pontoons on the south shore of the river.

At 2:25 p.m., I was placed aboard the motor sampan and taken
ashores In observing the sinking Panay as we pulled away from
her starboard side we noticed the mainmast had heen broken off
and she was intensely scarred from the bombing. Two holes appeared
Just forward of the bridge on the water line. There was baraly
a square faot of surface on either side of the vessel which was

unscarred from the Bragmentary explosions,

After landing on the north bank and trying to get the wounded
men as comfortable as-possible we were interrupted about 3:00 p.m.,
by the sound & machine gun fire. A Japanese landing party bhoat
was approaching the deserted Panay from her bow and opened up
fire point blank on the bridge. A party was observed going aboard
msking a quick inspection and leaving. They were on board about
five minutes. At 3:54 p.m., the Panay ssnk. At about 4:00 p.m.,
we again heard Japanese alireraft and tried to remove all the wounded
into the high brush and out of sight from air attack. The planes
came over and circled our position but continued on acgross the
river and dropped incendiary bombs on the S.5. Mei Ping and Mei
Hsia. These ships immediately caught fire and the screams of the
clvilian Chinese who were aboard these vessels was clearly audible
across the mile wide river. :

During all the above time from the first bomb until he was
carried ashore badly incapacitated, a%gf during the peried of
organizing the shore party, Captain 2] kepd i diredgt toudh
with operatiops and directed with the ald of Captain [A(p , U.8.4.,
and Mr, I{p . of the Embassy the successful evacuaiion
of the party inte safer territory.

As T understand that this report is for the purpese of aiding
the investigation of .the actual bomb1ng of the Panay I am not
placing anything further than same in i%.

—_
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STATEMENT OF: g{p .., STANDARD VACUUK OIL COMPANY OFFICTAL,
CONCERNING THE BOMBING AT MILEAGE 221 ABOVE WOOSUNG, CHINA, ON 12

DECEMBER, 1937.-
ADDRESS: ¢/o Standard Vacuum 0il Gompanj, Shanghai, China.

On Saturday 11, December, the follpwing Standard-Vecuum 0il Co.
vessels were anchored Just above Sun ia Ho approximetely 3 miles
above the center of Nanking harbor:

S3.5. MEL PING
METI HSTA
MEL AN
MiB. MET YI
MET YING
M.T. MET P00 IX
MET 0O X1 3
, Bulk Freighter #206
- 3 Bulk Junks
: ' 3 Rented Cargo Boats

A considerable number of foreign ships, including two British
gunboats, were also anchored here bput no Chinese shipping was anywhere
in the vicinpnity. The writer was a passenger on S5.5. MEI FPING.

At approximately 2 p.m. shells from south shore batteries commenced
to fall among and on all sides of the ships anchored &t this point.
Immediately the shelling started =211 ships welghed anchor and moved
across and up the river as quickly as possible. Shelling stopped for
‘an interval and the MEL PING droprped anchor at a point on the other
side of the river and about one mile above the original anchorage.
Shelling was almost immediately resumed and we again started up river.
In the meantime the U.S5.S. PANAY, which had been anchored just off San
Cha Ho, passed us proceeding up river and signalled that it was her
intentibn to anchor at a point about 8 miles above Nanking harbor. A11l
Standard-Vacuum 0il Co. ships followed her and anchored together =zt

tlals ot .

It could not be certain whether Japanese or Chinese batteries &id
the firing but from the direction in which the shells seemed to come
it is my oplinion that they probably criginated behind the Japanese
lines. In all between Lorty and fifty shells were dropped. Although
they landed close to all vessels to my knowledge the A.P.C. Tien
Ewang is the only one which was aetually hit.

On the followi ng morning, Sundey, December 12th, shelling was
again noticed directed from the south bank to the north bank and against
a 'group of Jjunks laying about % mile below our anchorage. After con-
sultaetion with the PANAY it was decided to move further up river and
all vessels got underweigh.When the PANAY passed us she signalled that
she was anchoring at a peint 28 miles above Nanking.

T?G_‘[‘!. ( l )
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We proceeded up river and at a point about 22 miles above Nanking
noticed that the PANAY had been signhalled by a motor boat full of
Japanese soldiers coming from the north shore. Some of these soldiers
boarded the PANAY, We slowed down, and just as we reached the PANAY,
were signelled to go ahead. We then proceeded on to the specified
anchorage where we dropped anchor at about 11:30.

To the best of my knowledge the position of the ships at anchor was:
1. The MEI HSTA approximately 500 feet directlyrahead gf Wil ad,s

PANAY.

2. The MEI PING perhaps 300 feet from the MEY HSIA on her starboard
guarter just ahead of the PANAY.

3., The MEI AN about 700 fest directly behlnd the PANAY.

Subsidiédsng craft were alongside the larger ships.

All Standard~Vacuum vessels has large American flags prominently
displayed both aft and painted on the top of the super structure. The
PANAY also had flags psinted on top and was flying elther two or three
flags from her masts. All ships were anchored well in mid stream. There
wes no Chinese shipping anywhere in gight and no evidence of fortifica-
tions or military activity of any kind.

Avout 1:30 p.m. a nmumber of Japanese planes were noticed approaching
and shortly afterward one dived on the U.S5.5. PAHAY dropping a bomb which
seemed to land directly on the front of the bow. All ships immediately
got under weigh. Bombs were dropped at repid ilntervals anparently being
released fron low altitudes and all landing fairly near tco their targets.
The MEI PING was hit &ilther twice or three times, one bomb landing on
.the Japtain's cabin just behind the bridge which started a fire. The
writer believes that hits were alsc scored on MEI HSTA, MEL AN and the
PANAY. In all a total of about 20 bombs were dropped.

The MET PING headed first toward the north shore but when machine
gun fire was observed headed for the south bank and eventually was
brought alongside a pontoon located there. Efforts had been made to
fight the fire and it wag finally put out shortly after she had been
tied up. The MEI HISIA, which had also headed toward the north bank
turned and came to the pontoon tying up next to the MEI PING. The MET AN
remained along the north shore apparently in distress. The PANAY was
noticed to be settling forward immediately after the first bomb had hit
her. ©&he remained afloat for some time dbut eventually capsized about
an hour and a half after the Tirst bombs had hit her. In the meantime
the ghips party had landed along the nerth shore.

When the MEI PING came alongside the pontoon a party of over one-
hundred Japanese soldiers appeared from the foreshore and ordered every-
one ashore. There was gquite a lot of guestioning, all our Chinese were
searched, and after about 40 minutes we were erdered to go aboard the
ships again. :
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Almost immediately after we went on board, air phanes were heard
and the bombing was resumed. The planes flew very low scoring direct
hits on both ships. Large fires were started when holds containing
gasoline were ignited. Every one who could left the ship at once
taking with them all wounded who could be located. Both ships had
large fires which it was hopeless to attempt to get under comtrcl.

T believe that bulk junks and lighters went to the north shore but
cannot be sure what happened to other units. Motor barges and launches
algo hesded for the north shore. I believe that they went up the creek
which flows into thes river at this point.

After the bombing the Japanese soldiers immediately went into
formation and furriedly 1eft 1o a down wivepr drecbion. THely elly
suggestion to us was that we go up the railrcad. We went about 1%
miles to a small village and remained there until the afternoon of
the following day when we were picked up by EH.M.S. BEE.

Captain @erlson of the MEI AN was killed.

¥one of the foreigners of the 5.5. MEL HSIA were seriously injured
with the exception of Hr. Ebkp who boardsd the MEI ISIA from the
PAMAY, and who sustained a wound of whose seriousness I em uncertain.
Mr . X@KQ and I were slightly wounded. There were many casualties
among the Chinese passengers snd crews of the Socony vessels but an
exact check has not yet been possible.

A1l motor launches, barges, and bulk junks attempted to head Tor
the north shore and I believe that most of them have gone up creeks
which flow into the river on this side. Some of them have been seen
there but it is impossible to be sure exactly where they are or what
condition they are in. It has alsgo been impossible to makeé an examina-
tion of the MEI AN, although she is known to be extremely in bed shape.
FBoth MEI PING and MEL H3TA are total losses.
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Statement of: ES . Master S. S. MEI PING

Concerning the bomblné at mileage 221 above Woosung, China, on

December 13, 1937.
Address: c/o Standard Vacuum 0il Co. Shanghai, China.

On Saturday Decsmber llth at about 8 pem., the S.5. Meli Ping wgs
laying at anchor 3 and % mlles above the Nanking Custom House, about
one quarter mile from right, south hank also anchored with Mel Ping
were Mei Hsai and Mei An and a number of smaller Socony units.
Staying on the sun-deck with Chief Engineer at about 2:00 p.m.,
watching the bombardment of the city of Nanking, we heard a crash
and a column of black smoke rose near the shore between the A.F.C.
Tien Kwemg and A.P.C. Tugboat Ho Kwang, which were anchored near
shore about one half mile below our position. Shortly after a
second shot landed in the water very near the Tien Kwang, port side.
Both the Chief Engineer and myself ran down, and I lssued orders to
raise steam and put engines standing by. As I watched, the Tien
Kwang got underway and proceeded up river along the shore between
Mei Ping and the shore. Almost opposite the Mel Ping. I heard

a third crash on the Tien Xwang port side, and immediately gave
orders to heeve in anchor, and as soon as engines were ready, gave
full speed ahead, at the same time hesving anchor, and procesded
ahead following a diagonal course up and aceross the river. Mean-
while shells were dropping closely around the Mei Ping and other
vegsels, and shelling contimuwed fozr 1S oF 20 minutes, B. and 8§,

Wan Tung after arriving at North Shore dropped anchor as the firing

had ceased.

I dropped anchor astern of the Wan Tung. We remained in this bsrth
about 10 minutes, when heavy shelling was recommenced, and I again
weighed asnchor and proceeded up river. All other ships followed,
and the U.S.35. PANAY was also observed to raise anchor and follow,.
Further firing eontinued for about 15 minutes and some shells
dropped about 100 yards from S.S. Mel Ping. Continued to proceed
sloyly up river awalting other Socony Vacuum units to come closer,
and eventually the U.,S.5. PANAY passed the Mei Ping and signaslled.
to drop anchor one miles above the Heashan San Bluff Beacon and I
praceeded after the U.5.5. PANAY to this anchoragze and anchored

at about Sip.m.

We remained at this anchorage until about 8:60 a.m., on the 12th,
when firing started about one half mile astern of us asgainst Chinese
junks lying along the North bank, slong which bank we were anchored.
The U.S.S. PANAY then signalled us to follcw her up river, and T
gave orders to get underway, the Mel Ping proceeding as soon as
pesaibles, following the U.S.85. PANAY.

At the Upper Beacon Pheasant Island a motor launeh full of soldiers
went alongside the U.S.S. PANAY who stopped. The Mei Ping alsgww”
stopped and I noticed the soldiers were Japanese. Jhkﬂ
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Statement of: (H (v , Master S.S. MEI PING | |
Concerning the bombing at mileage 221 above Woosung, China, on
DPecembey 18, 1937.
Address: e¢/o Standard Vaeuum 0il Co., Shanghai, China.

RO T e T e |

AfTeT some short while we received a new signal to proceed and follow

the U.S.5. PANAY upriver and we followed her until we resached about
mileage 28 above Nanking, place called Maanshan, when we anchored
near the North bank a little below the Japanese iron mines pontoon.
The Mel Ping anchored about 300 yards above the U.S.S. PANAY ingide L
nearer the left bank in 9 fathoms of water. This anchorage was
reached shortly after 11:00 g.m, About 1:00 p.m., 7 or 8 sailars
from the U.S.3. PANAY came aboard for stores.

About 1:25 p.m., we noticed airplanes cireling above us, but did
not feel alarmed as the Japmnese knew our poesition and had been
regrested to afford protection. About S minutes later we heard an
airplane power diving followed by & terrific explosion. One of the
U.8.5. PANAY sailors yelled that the U.S.S. PANAY was hit and
sinking. I looked from the bridge and notieed the U.S.5. FANAY*s bow
was down, I rang immediately to stand by, and to heave anchor, and
get under way. As soon as the engine was ready I put full speed
ahead. As sopn as we got underway I keard a. power dive abhove us
followed by a terrifiec crash. Looking through the window I saw a big
column of smoke about 10 feet from the starboard bow. At the same
time T heard a terrific crash behind me and all windows broke, armor
plates on bridse were thrown out of place and twisted. Ceiling above
me was torn and buckled, all electric fittings and other imstruments
were thrown ocut of place. Looking behlind me,. I noticed that flames
were coming cut of my room, doors and windows. I also notleced that
doors on the tridge were blown from their hinges., Thinking that the
‘ship was going to burn or would be sunk I decided to beach her on the
left or north bank, to give a chancee for the people to swim ashore.
I now heard further diving behind me and a burst of machine gun fire.
When I had nearly reached the shore, one or two more bombs had struck
near the ship causing further damage, Meanwhile I gave orders %o
put the fire out and sent sverybody to help except myself, I remained
on the bridge. One of the American sailors called to me that machine
gun fire had opened on our small units from the left hank ashead -of me.
" Deciding that if we went aground and attempted to swim ashore, ws
would be killed by machine gun fire, I gave a hard left rudder angd
t?ied to go to the right or south bank, along side the Japanese iron
mines pontoons. Coming over T was hit several times by bombs.
ngever, no damagerwas done to steering gear and telegraph and I con-
tinued to the South bank at the same time trying to control the fire on
bgard Wh?ch we almost did., Coming a little above and near the pontoon
?iégizigineaigl% s;ged astern. ; heard a power dive'and & crash and
ing up ocoking through the armor plates openings I saw a column of
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Statement of:  P&(, ., Master S.5. MEI PING
Concerning the bombing at mileage 281 above Woosung, China, on

December 12 193%.
Address: c¢/o Standard Vacuum 0il Co. Shanghal, China.
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black smoke rising about 5 feet from starboard bow, but the ship was
still afleocat. I gave orders to moor the ship as we were along
side. As soon as we had two wires ashore from the bow, I gave

orders to everyone to leave the ship and run ashore.

Fire in myv room and deck was still burning but under control.

" People running asshore over to the pontoon were met on the bund by

the Japanese troops with fixed bayonets and told to halt.

Their soldders concentrated all passengers snd crew on the foreshore
and proceeded to ssarch the (Chinese. Meanwhile fire in my room
again flared up, and I asked permission to take the crew, and

g0 on board and put the fire out, which they gave, and in about &
half hour the fire was ouit. ¥Fhen the fire was out the kei Hsis

came near and offered assistance, which I refused, as fire was under

control and ship safe.

lej inguired as to what I intended to do, and I replied
but would remain alengside and Xeep people

ashore until darkress. After this I went ashore To ses condition
T noticed ne sefriocus

of my passengers znd part of the crew.
cgsualities among them. 4As 1 came on shore, I hesr the Japanese
Officer say that thiswas a chinese ship showing no flags. Before

I could say anything. Mr. Py pointed out to the Japanese that 7
on the main mast aft a large American flag was still hanging on the
gaff, but the foremast was erashed with the flag, also two large
American flags were painted on top the sun deck on each side.

T estimate there were at least 30 American flags displayed on the

SONY ships. o8

I then asked the Japanese O0fficer for permission te @all all
-passengers back aboard provided he would gusraniee ne further
bombing, as 1t was getiing late. He agreed and this conversation
was overheard by others smong whom KMr. > can definitely
make verificatian.

Captain i
I would not move,

/As soon as w2 returned aboard, we noticed the del Hsia, tied up aldng-
side of us, and we started checking up on casaulties and began %o

4l _
| render first aid, in which the chief pharmacist‘®s mate of the PANAY,

Others of the Panay's ¢rew also

- , was of very great help.
nelped in this work, easualties up to this time were:
Dead None. X S
Wounded Mr. 2o o Rt
Mr. . Q) u‘w . - ggaﬁl_ﬂﬁ }
One Pangy sailor. rened”
5 Chinese, FLO”
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Statement of: Ebg% , Master S.S. MEI PING
Concerning the bombing at mileage 821 above Woosumg, China, on

December 12 1937.

Address: o¢/c Stendard Veeuum 0il Co., Shanghai, China.

P et R IE R G L e T
Someone called to my ettention that the Japanese Offlcer wanted me
ashore. I at once went ashore meeting the Offl cer on the Ponicon.

He asked whether I could guarantee in writing that the Nanking

Gompany Chauffer is not a soldier but a ecivilian. I agreed to

do this and started to return to the ship when I again heard planes
going intoc a power dive, and flattened myself alongside the watchmen's
house. I heard two terrific erashes one after the ¢ther followed

by explosions of gasoline on the boats. I called to all on board

the ships to abandon ship, as flemes were already bursiing from the
Mei Ping after hold, I myself ran to the foreshore., Arriving there,
the Japanese halted me, and others, from running ashiore to seek
safety. Hearing another plane power diving I started to run

ashore as did the Japanese soldiers and everyone. As I flattened
myself near a pile of iron ore I heard several terrific ¢rashes.
Noticing that Mel Hsia was hit in the No. 2 hold and belching

smoke and hearing a further power dive owerhead I ran around a

corner and as I did so heard another series of crashes. Locking

up I saw one bomb dropped on the bund among the Japansse. Two
Japanese were killed. I am not sure as 1o other Japanese casuagltiss,
Asg I ran ashore I noticed the Japanese soldlers signaling with flags
and shouting at the planes., This occured during second and third

diving.

After this final attasek I returned to the ship to see whether any
assistance could be given to the ships o= oceupants. People were
still leaving the ship as 1 approached and U.S. Sailors were
receiving women and children from the ships; were exploding and in
flames in the affter part. I met Captain Jorgenson, on the ponioon.
Ee ordered all people to abandon ship immediately. Captain L.
then_proceided to the bund as the last passengers had left the ship.
sailor {Hy and some others of fthe U.S.S. PANAY crew were still

-

shoard looking for weunded.

At this time Captain ¢ (D(y and I agreed that both ships wers
beyond help. Shortly after this the JdJapanese troops moved off
toward Nanking and when some of our passengers attempted to follow
they ordered them back, and indicated that they should go inland by
the rallway. ,

The following morning we found that 18 Socony Chinese employees and
families were dead with some not definitely aeecounted for. AS nearly
as eould be ascertained 13 Chinese were wounded, some seriously.
There may be s number of other wounded stfll unaccounted for among

the crew, The dead, or missing were: _\ﬁé
Ko. 1 Engineer Chinese Dead. ,dﬁéﬁﬁlba
PO & Lo
— 4_. — Sy %_‘\_(_‘_‘_ﬁ‘*’ i3 . i
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Statement of: . ly , Master S.S. MEI PING
Conecerning the bombing at mileage 221 above Woosung, China, on

December 12, 1937.
Address: ¢/o Standard Vacuum (il Go.s.Shanghai, Chinas

e oy Ty i L 2 [ I LOONFINEED] o e e
No. 2 Engineer Chinese Missging.
" Qiler Engineer Chinese Dead.
& Other Engine room staff Misginge

At 12:00 p.ms, December 13th a Chinese reported to me that the H.M.S.
Bee was cominge. The Bee arrived and I went aboard about 6 ofclock

Palils 7

I wish to meke speeial mention of all of the U.S.S. PANAY crew
aboard my ship during the attaecks, as all of these men rendered
all possible assistance to me in every waye.

A i
Wolz

Master S. S. MET PINGe.
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STATEMENT OF: = ', MASTER OF THE S.S. MEI HSTA,

CONCERNING THE BOMBING AT MILEAGE 221 ABOVE WOOSUNG, CHINA, ON

12 DECEMBER 1937. :
ADDRESS: c¢/o STANDARD VACUUM OIL COMPANY OF SHANGHAI, CHINA.

+

On December 11 1937, the S.S. Mel Hsia was anchored about threes
miles asbove Nanking Harbor on the right bank of the river ftogether with
the &.35. Mel Ping, 5.5. Mel &n, M.V. el Yen and hiei Yi.

The Mei Hsia had ons bulk lighter, one bulk junk, and one native
Junic alongside for towing. Below our asachorage two British Gun-
boats and several British Merchant Vessel were also at anchor.

At about 2:00 PM. rapid gun firing commencsd -from the right
bank and they aimed at the wvessels at anchor. The vessel immediately
weighed anchor and proeeeded over to the left bank and up the river.
* The S.S. Tien Kwang, was hit by a shell on the port bow. The
shelling continued until about 3:PM. The S.S. Mei Hsia anchored
about &¢:00 PM elose ip ths U.S5.5. BANAY, 19 miles above Wanking on
the left bank, together with the Standard Vacuum 0il Company's

Tassels.

On December 12, 1937 st about 8:00 AM gun Tiring from the rTight
bank commsnced and several Junks were chelled and they were burn-
ing about a hglf mile below the U.8.5. PANAY, Ve shortly afterwards
received signal from U.5.5. PANAY, to weigh anchor and follow her.

At about 10:30 AM the vessels were stopped by Japanesse soldiérs
but shortly afterwards we proceded up river agaein. At about 11:30
AM the S.S. Mel Hsia anehored about 28 miles above Nanking in 10
fathoms of water and abreast of the upper part of the Creek about
'3 cables off the left bank. %We were anchored 400 feet right ahead
of the U.S5.5. PANAY. The 8.3. Mei Fing was anchored close on dur s
Starboard quarter. The 5.5. Mei An, anchored about 1 cable below

the U.S.S. PANAY.

’5;?;2t 1:30 PM several Jepanese planes appeared and suddenly
commenced bombing the vesssls at anchor. After €he first attack
of the planes, the S.8. Mel Hsia, was hit and all of the deck
egrew, the steward, coocks and boys were thrown in the water, only one
dquartermaster was left on board. No sericus damage was done to the
vessel. The S.S. Mel Ping, got one bomb through the Captalin's room
and eaught fire. The Mel FPing apparently went for the beaeh.

Te observed the U.S5.S. PANAY'S forward mast had gone overbosard
and that her bow was rapidly settling down, and we therefore
immediavely tried %o give assistance and to glve passenger and

'
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STATEMENT OF: > o , MASTER OF THE S.S. MET HSIA,
CONCERNING THE BOMBING AT MILEAGE 221 ABOVE WOOSUNG, SHINA, ON

12 DECEMBER 1937.
ADDRESS: c¢/o STANDARD VACUUM OIL COMPANY OF SHANGHATI, CHINA.

{CONTINUED)

crew opportunity to board the S.S. Mel Hsla. Assistance was

not wanted and only Mr. ¥y(, -._ . boarded the S.S. Mel Hsia. We
then picked up from the water the boatswasin, carpenter, two
gquartermasters, 5 sallors, steward, cook and one boy.

The M.V. Mei Yi, also came and picked up three men who was close
to the left-bank. The S.S5. Mel An was underway and running for
the beaeh on left bank. We therefore proceded to the Mgi Ping,
which at that time had made fast to the Japanese pontoon on
the right bank. The Mei Ping was also badly demeged but in no
danger. We were ordered by the Japanese soldiers on the Mei Ping

o tie up aleomg -aide her.

About 3:30 PM we received a third attack and Mei Hsia, got one
bomb on the deck above the Master's room and one bomb through the
after deck which caused fire. The Mei Ping was bombed in the
after part of the ship and flames Immediately broke out from her
eargo ports on the after deck. The vessel was shandonsd and the
passengers and crew, ezcept the Steward from the Jdei Hsla, who
was killed were safely brought ashore Mr. ﬁ% was
seriously wounded, one chiness Steward killed =and one Boy also

seriously wounded.

. During the rirst attack the bull junk and the native junk
casted off. The bulk lighter remained alongside. e have not
been able to ascertain casualities sustained by the people in

this lighier.

Al]1 Standard-Vacuum 0il Company's vessels had the Amsrican
flag painted on the ship*s side on the awnings above the bridge
and flags were flying on the foremast and on the flagstaffs.

ATter the vessels were abandoned most of the Dassenﬂers and crew
praceded to a village about one and one half miles inland and
we remained there until the H.M.S.BEE arrived at 4:00 PM on

December 13 1837.
fol®
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Master o
S.Mei Hsia. L




Brigade Hospital,
Second Marine Brigade,
Shanghai, China,

23 December, 1937,

From: Lieutenant (3z) . ﬂbﬂé. , U.5. Havy.
[Smecinl Distursing Uftfiger, U.H.5. Pala¥ )
Tw & Judgs Advocats, Tonrt oFf Iagulry, U.s5.8. AUGISTa4
Sub jee®! Bgtimeted &nounts due and Gnpaid OffTicers and men =f
B85 =Y. o Py =fmente
1. The following 1s a list of approximately the amount

due and ‘unpaid balances of the officers and men of the USS Panay
on the dates listed below, as I remember them:

30 November, 1937:

Lieut, Comdre [ o T e @ s 1,456400
Lieuts B0 USN = = = == = = = = = = = = = = = : 632.60
Lisus.( ja), 2 CUSN - ~= = - - - - - - - - - - $ 222,99
UP TO AND INCLUDING 7 December, 1937:
Ensign S y USN = = = = = = = = = = = = - - -8 2500
30 Movember, 1937:
Lieute {5 (, (D), UBN = = = = = =~ = & = = = - 3. 228400
5 December, 1937:
&ty . -, Ol Tl - s« g o wmm = & = 0ver 1,900.00
&0 1, CPEM, USN =~ = - = =~ = = = = = = = $ 65600
<l . CQM; USN - - = = = = = =~ = = = = $ 1704060
%(@ BM-2¢ USN - = - - - = = = = = ~ = $ NONE
% (a MM-2¢c USIi -~ = = = = = = ~ = = - - $ NoNE
56 .. F-l¢, USN = = = = = = = = = = - - 5 NONE
R s Bf~lec USN -~ - ~ = - = - e e = -3 34,00
Hl F-l¢ USN =~ ~ - = = = = =~ = = - - % NONE
Al P-l¢ US - - - = = = = = = = - = & NONE
(o F-l¢ USH = =~ = = = = = = = = = = $ NONE
L, COX, USH = = = = ~ =« = -~ - - - -3 NONE
Ko, COX, USN = = = = = = = = = = = - & 84.00
[ Ze/7 YEO~lc USN = - = = = ~ = = = = - & NONE
le 3 = . ) i
1, SEA-1¢ USN = - - - = = = = - - - § NONE
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of the following members of the crew:
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Brigede Hospital,

Second Marine Brigade,

Shanghai, China.

MM-1c USN

Gif=-2c¢ USN(Pald Off in December)- -

SEA-le USH
F-lc USH
F-lc USK
Fld-3e USN

SEA-lc USHN

3C-30 UN
Md-2¢ UN
BM-1le USN

M.Att lc USN
MeAtt lc USH

- P am e oam

23 December, 1937.
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$ NONE
$ NONE
$  NONE
$ NONE
$ NONE
$ NONE
$ NONE
$ NONE
$ 99400
$ TONE
$ NONE
$ NONE
5 NONE
3 31400
$ NONE

I am unable to remember the amount due of any

CMME,
CWT,
CH,
COX,
COX,
GoxX,

SEA-1lc USN
SEA-le USN
COX, USN

SE4A-~1c USH

UsN
USN
USN
USN
UsSN
USN

CM-lc USHK
QM-2¢ USN
QM-3e USH

Lieutft/é (jg) U.S.Navy.

I Ri-le TaY
50 SEA-leUgV
R M. At5-1 cUSN
195 M-Att-1cUSN
12l Gil-2¢ USN
F=Als GM~3c¢ USN

STl SC-Bec USN
(s SHE~-1c TSN
5L WI-2¢ USN
WD Eu-3¢ USH
By L MM-2c USN

s Mi-2¢ USN
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FIRST EMDORSEEENT

i U.S. 8. AUGUSTA

Shanghai, China,
28 DECEBER 1937

From: Lieutenant E)Lp Tudge Advoeate ,
Court of Inyuiry to inguire into the bambing
and loss of the U.3.35. PANAY.
Tos The Judge Advocate General,
Wavy Department, Washington ,D.C.

Subject: Bstimated amounts due and unpaid Officers and zen of
i e 3. PANAY on Pay accounts.
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fxtracts {despatches) from official
files ©f JinCAF.

Policy despatches of the CinCAF.

File coplss of letters of Admiral
and Consul Zeneral
regarding locatlion of USS PAFAT.

Copy of despatch to U3S OAEU re-
garding General Urder No. 96.

List of officers attached USS PANAY
on 12 December 1937. :

List of enlisted men attached U3
PAMAY on 12 December 1837.

Copy of pressg relsasse of complete
list of casualties and survivors
in Palds¥ incident.

Four (4) charts of the
Wuhu area.

Statement of _ R
Second Secretary, american AWbascy
Tafikitis, Chine.

Hemorandum of estimate of losses
suffered by Standerd-Vacuum Cil Co.

Statement of ki )
Standard Vecuwn C1l1 Co. officigl

Statement of Lir, — -, GhHlsT
Bngineer of 8.8. ledi Pins.

List of PALLY susvivoore mitted
by Commanding Gfficsr, Ufb 0410,

Tum (10 p“otszmprd af TES PLHAY
motor sampan and pulling sampan
showing bullet holes.

Copy of report submitted by Znsign
; Gommunication efficer,

UsS PANAY to Chief of Haval Lperatloﬁs

regarding disposition of registered
publicetiniks.

Statement of Lt. (R
UeH, Hedipal ofiicey af UEBH DANE
regarding injuries sustained.

Photographs taken by
©) i the Hew York Tlmes.

Supplementary extracts (despatches)
from official files of CinCAF.
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i 19 (1) and 19(2} gtatement of Lt. ; 3 |

: USN, executive officer, US3 FANAY. 1&¢
|

EO(1} te 2DYB),

22

23

e

inclusive,

inclusive.

inclusive.

| 24(1) to 24(4),

EL41%. %e 22411),

e

atatement of Lt. (Jjg)
USN, engineer. officer, USS PANAY.

Statement of Lt. Comdr.

135

USN, coumanding officer, USS PANAY. 142

Quarterly report of registered

publications on wvoard Uss PANAY as

of 3L XMarch 193%.

Rough list of Cgprs prepared-by
Ensign £ y, USN.

Letter of genior iedical ¢fficer,
USS FANAY, to President of Court
of Inquiry of injuries sustained
DY PANAY crew.
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UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET,
T7.8.8. AUGUSTA, Flagship,
Shanghai, China,

1% December, 1937.

From: The Commander in Chief. ] ‘ . _
e - 8 Captain , U.8, Wavy, U.S5.5.

’ AUGUSTA.

Subject: Court of inquiry to inguire into the bombing and
loss of the U.S.3: PAVAY. :

1. A court of inquiry., consisting of yourself as
president and of Commander ; Tis Hewy,” aii

al members, and of Lieutenant L U8, Netfyr, e
tjudge advocate, is hereby ordered to convene on board the U ond
| AUGUSTA at 10 o'clock a.m., on Thursday, Deesithed 1€, 1937, OF
as soon thereafter as practicable, for the purpose of inguiring
into all the circumstances commected with the bombing and loss
of ths U.5.9,. BAKLAY in bhe Tsnshee Hiwed lea? @ilesgs ZZ)  abeVe
wodsutieg, China, en December 12, 3957.

2. The ecourt will meke & thorough investigation into
| 211 the circumstances connected with the aforesaild bombing and
| loss, the causes thereof, damages to property resulting there-

gihility ther=for. Yo conngciior with this imguiry, the
attention of the court is invited to section 725, Navel Courts
and Zoards.

! 3. The attention of the court is partiéularly invited
to section 734, Mavsl Courts and Scards.

4. The ¢oumt will iAnclude 18 LS fibdimgs @ €oil)
will further give its opinion as to whethier any of'fenses have
been committed o serious blame liicnrred, and, in case it=
ppinlon be that offenses heve been commlited oF e=rious blafe
incurred, will specifically recoummend what Turther proceedings
i should be had. »

o
o
43

&l The Comanting 0fFTicer, U,S8.5, AUCIBTL. is Bereby
directed to furnlsh the necesgary clerical assistance tTo aid
the Jjudse gdvocmbe in recording tiae nrdcsslings of this court
(o 1L T

B I edddtlion B0 Bhe . TaooEd. of migceedings gné copilss
reguired by Waval Courts and 3B ards, /twelconies shall be made
for the convenin: avtherity.

A G

AR

Lieutenant Commander . U.8. Favy, as addition=|

from, injuries to personnel incidental thereto, and the respon-

]

t

statement of the facts it wmay deem to be sstablished. The couft\

i
]
i
i
|
r
|
|
|
i
|




In Reply Refer UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET-
To No. U. 8. S. AUGUSTA (Flagship)

417-24 (10005) 86/grd

Shanghai, Chilna,
16 December, 1937,

From: The Commender in Cchief, ASTATIC FLEET.
Teo : Captain . U.6. Farine -CoaTs,
Fourth Marines. -
via : The Commanding General, Second Marine Brigade, shanghsi,
China. .
subject; orders-as counsel to assist Jjudge advocate.
T You are hereby directed to report to the president

of the court of inquiry ordered to convene on board the U,8.8.
AUGUST4A, by my precept dated 1D December, 1937, as counsel to

assist the Jjudge advecate. - ' ﬂ6/67ﬁ

- Ee me wm s me e e W M S ma W S S me  mm

25-0ff /9= jdb 1st Endorsement 16 December, 1937.
Headquarters, Second Marine Brigade, Shanghal, China.

From: The Commanding General.

o Captailn s U S. Marine Corps.

via : The Commanding Officer Fourth Marines.

HLa Forwarded.

k\éfwifrectién. '
RieP-wim ~ = " T~ " snd Endorsememt 17 ineem;e“ r, 1987,

HEADQUARTERS, FOURTH MARINES, 2D MARINE BRIGADE, SHANGHAT,CHINA.

From: . The Cammanding Offieer.
i o S Cap tain _ - Juaoior, U,S8.M.Cj
1, Delivered.

-

By @ir e @E]: on MR
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A e
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lu.s. Navy, as reporter.

lthe judge advocate. Captailn tock seat as ]
isuch. |
4

original prefixed marked "A"™.

and the court having declided to sit with closed doors, the court
was opened.

present.
11920.

isworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the inguiry. !

attached to tne 3tarT of the Commander in Chief, U.S. Asiatic
|Fleet, U.3.5. AUGUSTA.

i
§w1th the Commander in Chief, U.S. Asiatie Fleet?
i
|
|

them.

wdip

FIRST DAY

U.5.8. AUGUSTA,
ghanghel, Chins,
Thursday, December 16, 1937%.

The court met at 11.10 a.m.

Present:

Captain - Uv.5. Navy,
Commander . » U.S5. Navy, and
Lieutenant Commander U.S5. Xavy, members;

and
Lieutenant ) U.S. Navy, Judge advocate.

The Judge advocate introduced ' chief yeoman,

The judge amdvocate-read an order from the convenine authority
original prefixed marked "B", detalling Captain ey
Junior, U.S. Marine Corps, to act as counsel to assist

The court was cleared and the judge advocate read the precept,

I
A1l matters preliminary to the ingquiry heving been determined |

The judge advocate read the precept.
Each member, the judge advocate, and reporter were dulyrswernJ

Mo witnesses not otherwise comnnected wilith the inquiry were
The judge advocate read article 841, U.S. Navy Regulations,
A witness called by the judge advocate entered, was duly

Examined by the Judge advocate:

i1.9. State your name, rank, and present siation.
. © , lieutenant (junior grede}, U.S. Navy,

2.Q+. Are you the senior communication watch officer serving

A. I am.

3.Q. Have you in your custody, from the official files,
copies of all messages sent and received on voard the flagship
relating to the subject matter of the inguiry? If so, produce

A. T have; here they are.

Ace /3(9




‘ j iles of the Commender in
These exfracts from the afficialmfl I
Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet, were submitted to the eourt, and by
the judge asdvocatle offered in evidence.

There being no abjection, they were 'S0 received.

’ Lt r signat d the
4.3. Are all eoples authenticated by your slgnaﬁure &1 "
offici§1=seal of the Commsnder in Chief, U.S. &siaetic Fleet®
L. They are.

5.3. Read these messages 1o the court. _
The witness read the messeages, coDPles appended marked

nExhibits 1(00)to L(103 1",

6.2. Have you any messages in thHe affieial flles o?iginated
by the Commander in Chief, U.S. dsiatic Fleet, concerning '
distinguishing marking om naval vessels and concerning firing in
self defense, and concerning evacuation of natiomals?

&. I have; here they are.

These despatches from the official files of the Commander in

lChief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet, were submitted to the court, and by

the judge advocate offered in evidence.
There being no objection, they were so received.

7.32. Read these messages to the eourt.
The witness read the messages, coples appended marked
nExhibits (2)(1) and 2(2]."

8.9. Do you have in your possession from the effieial files
of the Commander im Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet, copies of Xetters
sent to Admiral — _ Commander in €hief of the Imperial
1dJepanese Third Fleet, on 20 September, 1937, and to thedapanese
Consul General on 10 December, 1937, by the American Comsul
General, relating to the lecation of U.S. naval vessels imn the
Yangtze river near Nanking, China?

&. I have; here they are.

9.3. Are these copies authenticated by your signature and
the official seal? _ ‘
&. They are,.

Copies of these letters were submitted to the court, and by
the judge advocate offered in evidence.

There being no objection, they were so received.

10.9. Bead these letters tc the court. |
The witness read two letters, coples hereto appended marked
eBxhibit O{1)" &md WMkhinit B(E)™.

11.9. IT you have a despatch originated by the Commander in
Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet, to the U.3.5. 0AHU, with reference to
Navy Department General Order number 96, produce if.

&£, I have; here it is.

12.9. Is this copy authenticated by your signature and the
official sesl?
- T -

| €opy of thilis despatch was submitted to the court, and by the |
judge advocate offered in evidence.

There being no objection, it was so received.

_ T



Present.

i,

13.Q. Read this despatch to the court.
A. The witness read the despatch, coOpy appended marked

|
|
wExhibit 4". %
!
1

mhe court wa s cleared for the purpose of reading to the
court such secret and confidential despatches from the effielal
files of the Commander in Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet, as pertain
to the subject matter of the inquiry.

The court wa s opened. ' g

Weither the judge advocate, nor the court desired further to
examine this witness. i

1
The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject |
matter of the inguiry which he thoughfshould be a matter of Q?W
record in connection therewith, which hed not been fully brought

out by the previous questioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say. |

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

at whtich time 1t reconvened.

|
E The court then at 12.10 p.m., took a recess until 1.05 p.m.,?
E
f

Present: 4ll the members, the judge advocate; the counsel
for the judge advocate, and the reporter.

No witnesses not otherwlse connected with the inquiry were

A witness called by the judge advocate entered, was duly
lsworn, and was Informed of the subject matter of the inquiry.

Examined oy the Judge advocate;

1.3, State your name. rank, and present station.

Ba e . lieutenant comugnder, U.S5. Navy,
attached to the Staff of the Commender in Chilef, U.s. Asiatic
Fleet, U.S.S. AUGUSTA.

|
|
|
\
|
|
)
t
|
i
f
I
i
|
|
i
i
1

2.Q. What are your duties on the gtaff of the Commander in |

1Ghielf, U.8. dslafic Fleany

A. Fleet Intelligence (fficer. E

3.Q. Were you present at certain interviews, the first one
on the 13th of December, 1937, between the Chief of staff, U.S.

Third Fleet? If so, state what occurred at these interviews.
A. I was present at poth interviews, that is, at 11.45 on
the morning of 13 December, 1937, when Rear Admiral :
I.7.H., Chief of staff of the Japahese Third Fleet, called to
inform Captain "7, of the detaills as far as the Japanese
authorities then knew of the oombing of the "PANAY®, and Ameriean
merchant vessels at mileage 221 above Woosung. Rear Admiral

Asiatic Fleet and the Chilef of gtaff of the Imperial Japanese f
E
|

informed Ceptaln that Vice Admirsl =

the Commender in Chief of the Imperial Japahese Third Fleet, %Tu/
would come officially at a later hour to express his apologies
and regrets in regard to this incident, and that Japanese naval

officials in china were informing their homi_%OVernment that |
1

they were prepared to accept the responsibi ¥ -for gEhis inciden%.
i

=B a




HEe also stated that he felt thal the Japanese would makg
official apolegies, punish the aviators responsiple, and meke
suitable peyment for damages. Ee informed Captain _ :
that he hed received the following reports from the pllots wh
had pombed the convoy: "First, four vessels in company were
proceeding upf the Yangtze River near Kaiyuan at a speed of Pg
approximately four knots. No Tlags were seel although one plane
+lew as low as three hundred meters to try to identify the vesse
The pilots themselves weTe convinced that these vessels were
Chinese Vessels". He also stated that there were five bombing
attacks made on this convoy as follows: "First, at 1325, 12
Dec ember, three bombers made attacks, appeared to make several
hits, and the vessels of the convoy appeared 1o be on fire. 4t
1%30, six pursuit planes made an attack and senk one vessel. At
1340, six bombers attacked one vessel which had come alongside
the hulk at Kaiyuan. The vessel listed badly. At 1350, three
bombers made sn attack against two vessels which had come along-
side each other. Both vessels were sunk". Before Rear sdmiral

; left, he agein expressed regrets and apologies for this
incident. About 1430, 13 December, 1937, Vice Admiral
called officially on Adwiral _ Commgnder in Chief, U.S, %
Asiatic Fleet, and said that the Japanese navy was prepared to |
accept the responsibility for this regrettable iIncident. Ee
stated that while the incident must be settled between the
Asmerican and Japanese governments, he had come to make official
apologies to the Commander in Chief of the U.S. aAsiatic Fleet.

4.3. Are these the only two interviews of the kind which you
have attended concerning the "EANAY" incident? t
A. Yes, eiT, , :

5.0« Is there any other information which you possess, which
you consider should be submitted to this court, which will throw
any light on the subject matter under inquiry?

A. None that I know of; no, sir. : S

|
|

Neither the judge advocate, nor the court, desired further to
examine this witness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject
matter of the inquiry which he thought should be a matier of ;
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully broughtj
out by the previous gquestioning.

The witness stated that he hed nothing further toc say.
The witness was duly warned znd withdrew.

A witness called by the judge advocate entered, was duly sworn,
and was informed of the subject matier of the inguiry. ‘
Examined vy the judge advocate; :
1.g. state your name, rank, and present station. |
&, = lieutenant couwsnder, U.S. Navy, attaohedf
to the Staff of the Commander in Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet, U.S48.
AUGUSTA, as Fleet Gumnery (Officer, Officer Personnel Officer, ;
apd Athletic oftficer. ' :

2.2+« APe you charged, as one of your duties, with the detail f
of officer personnel to the ships on the zsiatic station? g
A. Yes.

i

A




3.q. Please give the court the roster of officers attached
to- the U.8.5. PANAY on the 13%h of December, 1937, .

A. I have here the official roster of the U.S. Asiatic Fleet
anad Station dated 1 December, 1937. From this I have made an
extract of the officers attached to the U.S.S. PANAY om the l&th
of December, 19%7, which I submit herewith to the court.

4.4. Is this your signature on this document?
A. That is my signature, yes, siT. .

1 ,

| Tne extract showing the list of officers attached to the
| U.S.S. PANAY on the 12th of December, 1937, was submitted to the
| court, and by the judge advocate offered in evidence.

There being no objection, it wasg so received, hereto appended
marked "Exhibit 5.7

| 5.0« Do you know whether or not these officers were actually
on board the U.5.8. PANAY on December 12th, 1937, at the time of
the bombing? :

A. No, but there is no official infermation in the files of
the Commander in Chief to indicate that they were anywhere
except on poard the U.S,S. PANAY in a duty status.

i

i
f
i
i
|

| examine this witnesse.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject |
matter of the inguiry which he thought should be a matter of
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully brought
out by the previous guestioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

A witness called by the judge udvocate entered, was duly
sworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the inquiry.

Examined by the Jjudge advocate:

l.Q. State your name, rank. and present station.

A. Lieutenant . U.B: Navy, aide gnd flag
secretary, sStaff of the Commander in Chief, U.S. asiatic Fleet,
U.S.5. AUGUSTA.

2.4+ ATe you charged with the detail of enlisted personnel g
to the ships of the Asietic Fleet?

A. I am to the units of the Asiatic Fleet -major units- not
to ships individuelly. -

|

|

' knowledge and belief,

3.Q» Can you produce a list of the enlisted personnel attached

to andserving on board the U,g.2. PANAY on 12 December, 1937, as@ﬁ?

1€ appears ia the efligial Tiles of the Command er in Chief, Wi
Asiatic Fleet? If 80, Praduce it.
L. T egpe)] here I% is.

4.Q+ Is this list certified with your signature? ‘
A. It is, and it is correct and up to date to the best of my

The list showing the names of the enlisted personnel attached |
to and serving on board the U.S.S. PANAY on 12 December, 1937, |
was subwitted to the court, and by the judge advocate offered |
in evidence. i

There being no objection, it was so received, hereto eppended,

marked "Exhibit 6.* ]

]
I
|
i
I

i

Neither the judge advocatel nor the court, desired further to @?

Free &e,



|
|

S J.;.—'.‘.,_‘._L.‘.J.L".L'ﬂ_\_,,‘

12 December 1937, |

advoecate, and was duly swori.

FatitaN ¢ |
1

When was this 1ist last corrected up To date?

% o be correct and up to date as of

A, Thidg list is certiftied t

Heither the judge advocate, nor the court, desired further to

exemine this witness,

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to makej

any further statement covering anything relating to the subject
metter of the inguiry which he thought should be a matter of .
record in comnection therewith, which had not been fully brought

out by the previous questioning.

The witneSs atated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

The judge advocate was called as a witness by the judge

Fxemined by the judge advocate:

1.2. State your name, rank, and present station.
Ae lisutenant,U.S. Navy, judge advacatse

of this cauri.

2,4, If you are the lezal eustodian.of @ 1ist of eciviliams whp
were on board the U.S.S5. PANaY on December 12, 1937, or who were

T

on board other American ships in the vieinity of the PANAY,

produce it.
A, “1 ey Rere 1t 18,

3,3. How was this list compiled?
A, It was complled from date in the official flles of the
Commander in Chief,U.S. Asiatic Fleet.

4,3. Have you any persconal knowledge as te its correctness?
A, No, I have not, )

5.3. Does thig l1ist contain the names of the civilian person-
nel concerned in the PANAY incident? i
2. It contalms the memes of 41l personnel invelved. ,
The 1list containing the names of all personnel involved in
the U,S.8, PANAY incident, which Otogurred an December 12, 1937,
was submitted to the court, and by the judge advocate offered in
evidence. ‘
There being no objectlon, it was so received, hereto appended
marked YExhibit T(1]" amd "Exhibds 7{B)™. "Ml

Neither‘the judge advocate, nor the court, desired Turther to
examine this witness; the witness resumed his seat as judge
advocate.

]
A witpess called by the judge advocate entered, was duly SWOT&
afyfl was inferwed «f the subjedt L. %eF 0 The ibguiry. E

Ixamined by the judge advocate:

A _ lieutenant commander, U.S. Navy,

|

1

l
. t
1.9, 2tate Four m¥e, raik, &bd Ppretent statlom. }
navigator, U.2.5. AUGUETA,

2. Do you have-in your custody the offieizl chartes of ilhe
area of the Yangtze River in the vicinity of mileage 221 above

iﬂr(/(_,;@(g
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leage produce the eharts coneerned.
A. I have; herelihzg’age. Thg charts covering thiearigl?o%fs.
fuliy are the Chinese Admiralty Chart, sheet zéeggm aid British
Hydrographle office Chart, consecutive number o e%- $ B
War Office Map of this section of the Yangtze vers
submit a Sccony Vacuum rozd map of eastern China.

|
Woosung, China? |

These charts and road map were submitted to the court, and by

the judge advocate offered in evidence.

There belng no objeetion, they were SO received, hereto
appended marked nExhibits 8(1) to 8(4)".

3.,Q. Have you located the position 221 mileage above Woosuug
where the U.S.8. BANAY incident geaurred?

A. I have. The light railway to the I-Hua iron mines comes
into the Yangtze River and has a pontoon at & point known as
Kai-Yuan Wharf. That is mileage 220.7. 221 mileage would
therefore be three tenths of a mile up the river from this
point or just off the down stream end of May-Queen Island.

4., Q. How did you loeate this point? . ?

A, The mileage is taken from the official publication, #Pilot—|
age Distance Tables, Woosung to Henkow®". A copy of this publi--
| catlion was given to the "AUGUSTA" by the Woosung-Hankow Pilotage
Assoelation. This is the system used by the Chinese Maritime
Customs and Chinese Admiralty.

5. Q. Please explain your experilence in navigating the Yangtze
River. :

A, I served one year in 1981~-22 as executlve officer and
navigator of a destroyer which required periodie entry into the
Yangtze-Woosung area., I served two years as navigator of the
U.S.S. CHAUMONT in which I was required to eome into the same
areas. 1 also served two years, 1934 to 36 as seniocor aide and
flag secretary to the Commander Yangtze Patrol. I have been
navigator of the U.S.8. AUGUSTA about one year, during which |
!time the "AUGUSTAY made a trip to Hankow and return. 5

6.3« Please give the court any ccomments you may have regarding
the river in the area concerned in this inguiry.

A, The following notes, I believe, would be of wvalue toc those
who may want to consider this area in the matfer before the ;
court. The Yangtze River is divided into three main sub-divi- |
sions. From Woosung to Hankow it is called the Lower River and 1
digstances are expressed In miles above Woosung. From Harkow t
to Ichang 1t 1s known as the Middle River: In this area dis- |
tances are expressed in mileages above Hankow., From Ichang to
Chungking it 1s known as the Upper River, or the Gorges, and
mileages are expressed above Ichang. Hence, mileage 221 would
indicate a position 221 miles up river from Woosung. The river
banks are considered as 1f an individual were looking down
river. The right bank, on whiech Nanking is located, is the
south bank, and the left bank on which Hohsien is located is
the north bank. The Yangtze River is tidal te a point about
elghteen miles above Wuhu, or about 254 miles of its length. The
tide, however, does neot create suffieient current in this area
to_overcome the normal current of the river and results, as a
rule, only in raising or lowering the water level. IheErefore,
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in this vieinity will habitu- |

any vessel anchored in the river
Tn the vieinity of mileage |

ally swing so as to head up stream.
5051 and between that point end Nenking, the river has a bad
reputation for silting. In Nenking meny anchors are lost. Quite
a salvage problem may be found when time comes for raising the
"pANAY". The silting is heaviest during falling water which
will continue until Merch at which time the Yangtze commences
ods. In my opinion, unless the vessel Dbe raised in
it is guite possible that she may De

sufficiently silted in as to meke her salvage mos%t diFfiedls .,
from three cuarters of a

The current may be expected to vary
knot to about three and one half knots, depending upon the state

of the tide. ;

7.5. What is your opinion with regard to thé pozsibility of
beaching the "PANAY" at its stated location?

A. The following remarks are based upon a favorable condition
on the "PANAY"™ as to list and trim. There are many available
beaches in the vicinity of the "PaRAY's" position. However, in |
some places in this vicinity the banks are rather steep-to, but
they are sll soft mud. It would appear that the vessel's bow
oould be rammed in sufficiently hard to hold her in place. !

its rise peri
the very near future,

8.3. What does the chart show as the depth of water at the |

point in guestion?
A. The soundings on the chart in the loeallty are 50 féet

|
reducgd t? the level of lowest posszible low water. The level |
at this time of the year would probably be several feet above ;

that.

.Ne?ther ?he judge advocate, nor the court, desired further to.
examine this witness.
|

The court informed the witnegs theat he was privileged to 3
any further stgtement covering anything relat%ng @ %he sub?iffﬁwj
ratter of the inquiry which he thought should ne a matter of 3
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully brouﬂh%
out by the previous questioning. ' T

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

The court theu, at 5.10 p.wm., adjourned until 8 a.m, tomorfowl




SECOND DAY

U.S8.3. AUGUSTA,
Shanghali, ﬁhina
Friday, Becember 1v; Logw

The court met at 8,08 a.m.

Present:

Captain e LG, ANYYS

Gomuander . U,3. Navy, and "

Lientenant Commander U.S. Navy, members,!
and . =

Iieutenant , U.8. Navy, judge advocate.

The judge advoecate introduced . Chief Yeoman,

U.3. Navy, as reporter.
The reporter was duly sworh.

No witnesses not otherwise commected with the inguiry were
present.

The Teeord of proeceedings of the first day of the inquiry
was read and approved.

The court then, at B8.15 a.m. adjourned until 9.50 a.m.; %o

meet at the Country Hospital,, 17 Great Western Re&d Shanghal,

China, at which time it reoonvaned in Rocm No., 318 to take the
testimony of

Present: All members, the judge advocate and his ecounsel,
and the reporter.

‘No witnesses not otherwise connected with the inguiry were
present.

A witness called by the Judge advoecate entered, was duly
sworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the inguiry.

Examined by the Judge advocate:
residence,
1. 9, State your nane,/and present occupation,.

Ee and I am the oriental correspondent
for Colller’s Weekly, the address of whieh is 250 Park Avenue,
New York, N.Y.

2. Q. Where were you on the morning of 12 December 19379%

A, T was on board the Yangtze Patrol gunboat, U.S8.S. PANAY.
3+ . When did you go on board the PANAY?

A. I went on hoard the PANAY approximately five or six days
E{ggfous at the request of the American Embassy Staff in Nan-

4, Qe What do you kmow of the bombing of the U.S5.S. PANAY on
Sunday, 12 December 1937%

A. We had had luncheon and I was on the after beat deck by

the after 3-inch gun when we heard planes. I looked up and saw j
three bombers in triangular formation, two ahead and one behind,

N o pe B
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The first bomb dropped and, to the best of my recollectlonéoﬁiP 1
the PANAY either on the forecastle or the wheel house. ¥ 2 d
not see of course, but 1in any case 1t.wrecked the radlo mas .
The PANAY WwWas anchored at the time and the ancnorlwas nevei X
reised. She went down anchored. 1 ran into tpe slgk Bay to %e
my cemera. keanwhile the bombs were falling, I should say,ka
intervels of thirty or forty seconds! end I ceme out on decﬁ
and took two or three pilctures of ships cOWINg towards us. Mean-
while, the four machline guns on the poat deck pad been manned
and were Tiring at the diving planes. I went into the petty ) |
officerts wardroom on the poat deck, and sat @own cn a bunk llStT
ening to the "ssst® of dropping bombs, wondering where ?he next .
one was going to hit. While I was there, Sendros Sandri, ang e
Ttelisn correspondent, staggered in, wounded in hls.lef? sl@e.
He collapsed on the floor. There seemed to be a_cessatlon in
the bombing and I went outside and back to the sick bay. In the
sick bay, I found Chief guartermaster He had been

- , end _ went back to his gun. |
During this period they were dive bombing. |

Examined vy the court:

5.6. How high were the planes? - ' g
A. Not more than 1000 feet at the beginning of the dive. |
' Lieutenant : ran into me and said "asbandon ship™. So I |
went up to the cabin of Dr. , which I was sharing with |
the doctor, got my pipe and tobscco, camera, matches, and
traveller's checks. Then I went down to the deck. Both sampans |
were in the weter. ET. gould not talk, oot he tatk & {
pencil and wrote on a white bulkhead to this effect. "Go as clos%

to the shore as possible in the sawpan and swim, so thet the |
sampan can return for the others.” I can't swim. I saw the f
Standard 01l tanker LEINB/A, whose deck crew had been blown over- [CHv
board and were floating around 1in the water, maenaged to drag her
hook and swing back, so that her stern grazed the bow of the
FPANAY, and I was on the PANAY forecestle and jumped, threw my
camera on voard. By this time the bombing had stopped. I went
to the bridge. The Captain was tlhere alone with a €hinese
wheelman. I said, "What can I do? He said , "Get the dam hook
up - I am all alone.” So I went and got the hook up by turning E
the steam on. Then I shouted to the Captein. "What do I do now?

He sald, "Try to get a sampan over", so I found the Chief Engi—-%
neer, and we found a couple of deck hands and somehow manasged to|
get the sawpan down. We threw out all life rings and then the f
Captain of the nEIHfffmoved his ship so that we could pick up six Cf”
or seven Chinese who were in the water. We got them aboard, and!
then headed across the river towards the coal dock st which the
KEIPING was moored. The LEIPING was afire in the deck house :
abaft the wheel house. We put out the fire, so we all had a !
drink. Then I took some pictures of the ships, and after awhile|
we looked across at the FANAY and saw her sink. There were a |
series of asmall explosions but no big ones. She went down by

the head rolling over on her starboard side, still anchored. Be-
fore this, two Japanese leénding boats had come down river, that |
is from Wuhu way, and had stopped at the PANAY. They had gone
around on the far side of the PANAY from the MEIAN so that I

could not see what they did. I did not hear any machine gun, |
but I am certain that two Japenese landing boats did contact the
PANAY. -

6.9. About how lomg, approximately, was 1t from the time the
first bomb hit the PiNAY until you left her?
A. I would guess ten minutes. : ;

- i i
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Exsmined by the judge advocate: |
7.Q. Do you have any idea how many bombs hit the PANAY?
A, o, alk I am sure ‘of, is one.

Examined by the court.

8.5. How far from the dock was the PANAYT
A. From the south doek?

9.¢. Yes.
A. She was farther from the south shore than the north

shore.

Examined by the Jjudge advocate:

10.9. Please continue your narrative. _
A. Within fifteen minutes after the PANAY sank, a Jardine

tug, full of Japanese soldiers and flying a Japanese flag, came
down the river along the south bank, together with several land;
ing boats full of soldiers. Ashore, there were about two hun-
dred Japanese soldiers, apparently at ease. They were not in
any formetion. This was the situation when we heard the planes
again. 1 never saw these planes, but I did see Japanese sol-
diers frantically waving flags ashore. Then we heard four
power dives and four bombs to the ships MEIPING and METAN. The
MEIPING immediately caught fire. I was hit by the last bomb. I
got ashore as best I could, and was given first aid by Chief
Pharmacist's Mate off the PANAY. The Japanese soldiers
ashore then moticned for all of us to get up the railroad track,
There was no firing. One or two Japanese scldiers had been hit
by their own bombs and I think one was dead. That ended my
personal experience so far as the Navy is concerned. but T
would like to put in one thing. This is about ==
fireman first elass, who accompanied Mr. = and mwy-
self. He not only tore off hls own overshirt to use as bandage
for wounded people on the dock, but he had the intelligence to
grab a little grip with lysol and bandage batting. We did not
discover my blg wound until hours later. If Jaek had not had |
the stuff, I would have been ended. There is no dcubt he saved
our lives. .He walked all the way in just & pair of Navy pants
and no coat, no shirt or nothing.

PANAY?

i
11.Q. About what time of day did the first bomb hit the N
A, To my recollection about 1.30 p.m. or a 1little later. !

12.9. About how long after this was the order given to

abandeon ship?
A. About ten minutes.

15.8%. About how long was 1t from the time the first bomb hit
until you saw the PANAY go down?
A. My estimate would be about two hours.

14.Q. Do you know where the Captain was during this tilme?
A. No sirf :

15.Q. How were the American flags displayed on the PANAY to
mark the vessel?

A. There was a big American flag painted on the awning,
eabove the movie theatre, above the sick bay. There was a flag
at the gaff and I think a flag at the stern. It seems to me
that that was not regulation, but the Captain used that to
make the display as prominent a&s possible. They had rigged

several lights on the gaff flag for use at night.
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16.9. Was the attack on the PANAY & dive bomping.attack?
i A. The first tlhiree were not, but my 1lMpresslOon 1S ?hat‘all .
" others were. I distinctly remember hearing the power dives
diving. 7You never forget that if you hear it. i

Exsmined by the court; _ E

i17.g. In your oplnion was the attack on the PANAY end its
convoy deliberste or accidental? : ) i

A, That is an impossible question to answer, but T will ans- |
wer ir this way. I wasgs in the Army pir service during the War
as an observer. It is incredible to me that the Japenese Planes
equipped with glasses as they must have been, could have mistaken
our ships for any but what they were.

Exsuined by the judge advocate:

18.Q. Can you estimate the value of your personal property

which was lost on the PAWAY? s
A. That is hard to say. Ly film was worth a lot. I hed picH
tures of the PANAY going down. Not more than a hundred and fiftﬁ
dollars gold. I had very little personal property on the PANAY.
|

prxamined by the court;

19.5. asfter the PANAY abandoned ship and before she gank, 4id
you see any troops of the Japanese Government on board ship?

A. No sir, I did, however, see Army troops of the Japenese
Government on board ship that morning. ,

20.Q. By that morning, you mean the day the PANAY was bombed?

A. Yes. About ten o'clock sunday morning. We noticed on the
north bsasuk shead of the PLNAY a detachument of Japanese troops. i
A laending pecat with & machine gun in the bow put out and the
PANAY stopped. Four armed Jaspanese with fixed vayonets cliwmbed
on the PANAY. The officer came on board and demsnked Captain JC%A

_ .. to give him information about the river. C(Captain

wrote a ward, ™ I am sorry, America is a friend both to China
and Japan. I cannot give you any information®. The officer then
climbed into the landing uvoat, was followed by his armed guard,
and both returned ashore. The PANAY then proceeded on her courss.

i

2l.G. Was.the poarding of the FANAY by the Army soldiers
lopposed by the PANAY officers?
A. From my observation, no.

7

22.Q. Did armed Jepenese forces with drawn bayonets aétuallycﬁu
board the PANAY?

L. Yes, and at the same tinme, about two sguads of Japanese
soldiers in the lending boat fixed bayonets.

23.G. Could you identify the attacking planes positively?
A. Yes.

24.Q. What nationality were they, Japaness? i
A. Yes, unless the Chinese, or some other nation, had painte?
Japanese nparkings on thew. |
]
|
{
i
[

25.3. Do you know what type they were?
A. They looked to be biplane bhoisbers. .

Z6.Q. Can you answer approximately how many sttacks were
made? |
. Ae ¥ Tecollection is that three planes msde four attacks i
dropping three bombs each time, naking a tobtal of twelve bombs. |
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27.5. Do you kmow if the same planes made ail three attacks?
4. No, I do not know. : i

mxamnined oy the judge advocate: |
%, |
28.0. sfter the Bxecutive Officer told you to abandon ship,
describe what you saw on the PiNAY after this. i
A. A1l mgehine guns were manned. They were all firing. The
poat deck was & mass of water, blood, glass, empt