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the period of 9 to 30 June 1967. Paragraph 1C of this message is par-
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| |
| |
' Pollew, polnt to proceed to, and the operating area of Liberty during {
|

! ticularly pertinent. At 0T0001Z June 1967, operational econtrol of Liberty

again changed from CINCUSNAVEUR to COMSIXTHFLT ia accordance with |
T CINCUSNAVEUR atg 061357Z June 1967. This change of operational centrol |
| was made by message in which Liberty indicated to COMSIXTHFLT that Liberty |
was reporting to COMSIXTHFLT in accordance with the CINCUSNAVEUR message
061357%Z. This message also included Liberty endurance and provisions,

dry, frozen, and chill, It indicated that the ship had on board approx-

imately 85% fuel and utilized approximately 1% fuel per day while on
station. The messege also indicated that Liberty self-defense capabllity
was limited to four 50 caliber machine guns., The dtg of this message is ;

0620362 June 67. USS Liberty was operating under the operaticnal control

of COMSIXTHFLT at the time of the incident. Ne additional messeges were

in hand onboard Liberty concerning area of operation or other guidance for

the performance of our mission than previcusly mentiecned in the JCS message f

of 011545Z June 1967. COMSIXTHFLT message dtg O80917Z June 1967, which ;

directed Liberty to proceed and operate within a 25 mile radius of 33.40

North, 32.30 East until further notice was not received until delivered

by hand oa 10 Jume 1967. Had this message been received anytime prior to
the attack, Liberty would have attempted to open the range on the coast

af the countries indiecated in the message to at least be 100 miles

speeified. The existence of this message was not known by the Commanding
Officer of the Liberty at the time of the incident and no action was taken

to comply with it. During the four previous deployments of USS Liberty,

deployments. The configuration of the ship with unusual mast anbtennae

arrangements and deckhouse structures caused, so I understand inasmuch

|

|

/ the ship areused unusual curiosity only during the first and seceond

| as I was not on hoard as Commanding @fficer at the time, some surveillance,
] )

primarily surface, from the Southwest African countries during its first !

I

E

); two deployments, Lieutenant GOLDEN, whe was aboard at the time, may be
{

i

i
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| able to provide the Board with additional details in this area. There are :
i probably many reasons why the airereft were unidentified. ‘Onelreason would j
% be that the-distance, and the speed at which the aircraft flew, was such ;
i that it was extremely difficult to make out any distinguishing charaeteristiés
. |
by personnel on board who do not normally observe any jet aircraft in the :
area ofithe ship's operation. The ship normally steams on independent duty é
along the West Ceast of Africa.l These couniries do not have sophisticated |
air forces with the possiﬁbcexcepﬁion of Angola. Angols does have some jet
aircraft but they have been noted to fly over the ship only on cne occasion
to the Commanding Officer's personal knowledge, while the ship was at
anchor in Luanda Harbor., An occasional piper cub or helicopter working an
oil rig along the coast and infrequently commercial jJet aireraft is about
the extent of air activity obkserved by personnel abeoard LIBERTY, A
recognition manual for Israéll UAR, aircraft and surface shipsfwas not on

; board prior to proceeding to the area. General ship characteristic and

| plane characteristic recognition mamials are on board and were used to holi !
5 occasional recognition training sessions. These sessions were primarily
devoted to ship recognition. It was not known whether any U.S. aircraft g
:%ere in the area, but no known U.S. aireraft were sighted by anyone onboard |
at any time prior teswr after the incident. On further recollection of

the event involving machine gun 55 firing, the effegtiveness of the firing
leads me to believe that a person, whom I believe to be QUIﬁTERO, Boatswain
Mate Seaman, to have been on station &t machine gun 53 and took the torpedo
boats under fire. It is possible that he evacuated his station as a result
of the fire and flames from the motor whalebeat prior te Ensign Lucas'
arriving to determine who was on the mount. For clarification purposes, |
| the 50 caliber machine guns that are omboard USS Liberty are Browning ;
machine guns, M2, heavy barrel, with a rate of fire of 450 to 500 rounds
| per ninute. These machine guns ére mounted on a pedestal and are airceoled

weapons. Two men can effectively serve the gun. One as gunner, who uses
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an apen sight; the other individual, the leader, who keeps smmunitiocn

up to the chamber. These machine guns are manually contrel@ied., There

is ne director'means of controlling the fire. The limiting steps for

arc of fire of these weapons censist of piping, beat in a skape te preveat

the gun bérrel from being peinted at a direction which would harm the ship
or amy pdrtion of its‘strueture, and the outer edge.of the gum tubs
themselves which offer very limited splinter protectien, The méehiue

guns themselves do not\have any splinter shieids attached. These machine ;
guns are not censidered mounts in the normal Navy terminelogy of a geunt, ;
They should be ceasidered more as pedestal mounted machine guns. The

time gap in the Quartermasters noteboek resultéd from the faet that there

wvePe lnsufficient number of people in the bridge area to maintain an

accurate recerd of events as'they occurred and execute the orders of the

|

|

|

|

i

|
Commanding foicef similtanecusly, With cemmunications te various _ }
| statiens.limited various persennel, as they were noted on the bridgg, !
vere used as messengers. At one time during this time frame, the only i
individuals seen on the bridge vere Quartermaster BROWN, whe was. on.the |

helm, Ensign LUGAS, and Myself, FEusign LUCAS was busy relaying my

instructiens'ﬁ@%the various battle stations. The smooth leg will be a
e

reeenstruction of events as recalled by the Commanding 0fficer, who was

present on the bridgeikthroughout the entire ineildent snd maintained his

feculties at all times during the ineident. At this time, I have related

all of the events that are considered pertinent and should be breught to

the attention of the Board of Inguiry. One additienal fact, whieh sheould

be neted by the board, is the fact that the chart used for plettimg: the

Portfolio A3259, Chexrt BC3924 Nov, Second Edition, Septembef 30, 1963

|
I
;‘
ship's positien and for layingkout the operating srea is identififed as j
(revised 5/4/64). This chart shews the approaeh to the operating area | I
l

1

|

that the USS LIBERTY made, a diagonal transit from nerthwest te southeast. |
It lists point A, B, and C as the proposed southermmost limit ef the

operating area apd the intended track of LIBERTY,
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i @. Thank you very much.

Qe Captainr, you mentioned in your testimeny that a helicopter hovered
over Liberty and that an object was dropped which you recovered. I show
you this card, and ask you if you recognize it?

A, Yes sir, I do recognize this card. It is a calling card.

Counsel for the Court: I'd like to offer this into evidence as exhibit
numbériﬁ, end to serve as identifieation, if there is no objectien, I -

would like you to read it now?
A, I read from the card I mow held in my hand. - It is & calling cerd from

| "Commander Earnest Carl Castle, United States Navy, Naval Attache for Air,

Embassy of the United States of America, Tel Aviv." This is en the face of

the eard. On the back of the card is written, "Have you casualties?”

It's noted that this card is smeared with oll smudges on bhoth sides.‘

You alse mentiocned in your testimony that you
took a camera out of your bridge safe and were able to start to take some
pletures. I show ybu developed pictures and ask you if you.recognize them?
A. Yes, I recognize most of these pictures as having been teken by myself

during the attack. Some had been taken by another individual unknown,

but I do recegnize the scenes depicted therein.,

Q. Therefore, will you mark the back of the plctures fer record purposes

s0 that identification will be'known?and T offer them in evidence as Exhibit}@.

A, Yes sir, I will mark them so that they, the scene or object depicted

will be clearly indicated.
President: I'd like to, at this point ask the Captain -- g8id you not have

i wounded still lyinmg about the deck at the time this helicopter was hovering

over the ship?
A, Admiral, if you mean the helicopter whiich: the attache was in, I'm not

sure that the wounded were still lyimg around the deck, as such. By that

time, most of . our wounded had been taken to the casualty collection stations

Si
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But there were peeple that were wounded. Whether they were evident to the

Neval Attache from his position in the helicopter I do not know. There

vwere injured on deck, however.
Counsel for the Court: In amplification of the Admiral'’s question, was

there net a considerable smount of bloed on the decks that would be obvious

from & reasonable distance?

A. That is correct. There were mumerocus blood streams the full length

frem the 01 level on the forecastle to the main deck, at machine gun mount
51, vwhere one body was still lying. I do recall That now. With his head

nearly completely shet away. As T recall now, there was also another body

in the vieinity of mount 51. The seriously imjured were cared for before

these obviously beyond help; were taken eare of and removed frem the place

where they were hit.

Gounsel for the Gourt: I'd also like to intreduce in evidence at this

point, separately from the chronological file of messages, DAO Tel Aviv

| 082100Zy. as Exhibit 10.

Counsel fer the Court: You have in your custedy, USS Liberty charts that

were used on the day of 8 June 19672

A. Yes sir, 1 de.

Counsel for the Couri: I reguest the recorder te mark such eharts exhibits

12 and 1Py¢and regquest photos be substituted in the recerd.

Counsel for the Court: Will you please read the informsticn relative to
this court?

A, Fram.exhibit.ié, this is & chart of the Mediterranean Sea from
Antalya Kerfezi télﬁlexaﬁéfia including Cyprus. It is further identified
by Chart No. BC3924 November, second editien, September 30, 1963, revised

5--4-64, This chart shows points A, B, and C. These three points limit

the southern operating area in which Liberty intended to operate in carryingf

out the directives of the JCB message 011545Z.

52

e



I as fellows:

fop SEGRET

Captain Leuff: Do I understand these to be the seuthernmost limit ef

yéur operating area?

A, These points represent & point greater, a distance frem the beach,
greater than that specified in the JCS message, but clesely approximate
those limits. The lines between point A, B, and C were the intended

track of Liberty during the forencon and afternéen watch of 8 June 1967.
It was plamned on arrival at polnt € te reverse course to the right and
proceed sgain te peint B, thenee to peint A, and continue a back and forth
notion along these tracks during our entire stay in the operating area,

It was planned to move poiunt C to where longitude 33%W bisects the 100
fathem curve should it not be pessible to obtain accuraste fixes as the
ship approached point C. The lattitude and lengitude of these peints are
Point A ~- 31.27.20 34.00E, This point is thirteen nautical
miles from the nearest land., The coordinates of peint B are: 31.22,3N
%3.42E, This point is 14.6 nautical miles from nearest land. The
coordinates of point C ere: 31.,51N 33.00E. This point is 18 nautical

miles from nearest land, Closest peoint of appfeach to nearest land on

8 line between polnts A and B is 13 nautieal miles. The closest point

| of approach to nearest land between points B and € is 14,1 nautical

; miles, Verbal instructions to.the officers_of the deck were that the

ship was net to be to the south of a line connecting.these_points at
anytime., Exhibit number 12 is a chart. The course. between point A and B
is 253 true. The course between point B and ¢ is 283 true.

Counsel of the Court: Do any of the meﬁbers of the Court desire to
question the witness?

No response.
/1
Witness: Exhibit numbap&k;—is 8 Mediterranean Sea chart of Egypt and

coastline from Pamietta to Alarish. This is further identified as chant.Noaf

3975, seventh edition, Merch 1931, revised 2/3/64. This chart has on it the|

Il
i

previously described points A, B, and C. It also has om it the danger
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bearing established on the consplicuous Manaret at Alarish of 119 degrees

true from the ship, The shoal areas of five fathems or less are eircled

in red to easlly call attention te their location.
Counsel for the Court: Captain, do you have with you in your custoedy, a
CIC log and the radar bearing book for USS Liberty?

A, Yeg sir, I do.
Counsel. for the Court: Reguest the recorder mark the radar bearing book

as exhibit number 13 and the CIC log as exhibit number 1., T now offer

these exhibits inteo evidence.

Counsel for the Court: Do any members:of this Ceurt desire to question

the witness concerning the charts, exhiblts 1¥ and 12, or the radar bearing

book and the CIC log, exhibits 153ana 1%.

No response.’

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,.



B P
_—— T R

-

JEET. L SR

Lieutenant Junior Grade Lloyd C. PAINTER, United States Naval Reserve, took
the sﬁand as a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights upder Article
31,‘Uniferm Code of Millitary Justice and examined as follows:

DTRECT EXAMINATTON
Guestions by Ceunsel for the Court:
§. State your name, rank and organization?
A, Lleyd C, PAINTER, Lieutemnant (Jjg), USNE.
&. On 8 June 1967, at about 1400 héurs, an ineident oceurred aboard USS
LIBERTY in whieh the vessel was attacked. Would you please relate to this
Coudt of Tnaguiry what you recall cencerning that ineident?
A, Yes sir, I was at this time, the officer of the deck., I had the
12 to 1600 watch that afterncon, and we had had a practice general gquarters -
dﬁill at 1300 and secured from that at approximately 1345, 1350. And during
general quarters I left the bridege and went to my general quarters station,
which is repalr three, located on the mess decks. After this drill was over,

T went back up te the bridge to relieve the watch, and when I came up to the

bridge, I was

|

Qe What time was that?

A, Sir, I think it waé 1350, thereabouts, I came back up to the bridge and
relieved Mr, O'CONNOE who was the genepai quarters 00D, and assumed the
wateh. The first thing I was concerned with was getting a fix, ana I remembe
distincetly cheeking the fadar, and the nearest point of land eom the radar at
approximately 1355 was 17.5 miles. And T remember distinctly asking the
Captain if I could come back to our base eoufse, which I believe was set at
about 14 and a half miles. We were about three miles outside ef base course.
About this time, it was around 1400, the Captain was on the starboard wing.
He was watching seme jet aireraft, The Captain was on the starbeard wing,
and he was looking up In the ailr at a couple of Jet aircraft. He called me
out there and sald, "you'd better call the forward gun mounts." He Saideg?me
T think they're goiné to attack,"” or words to that effect. 8o, I ran into
the bridge area and triéd to eall the poert and starboard guﬁ mounts fofward.

T couldn't get them; I called them about three times, and about the third




It was so smekej.

time I said, "bridge, gun mounts 51 and 52."

exactly which ome was hit first, port er starboard; they were beth hit seo

fast. I believe the starbeard cne was hit first. At this time, I still had

the pboﬁe in my hand, I was leoking through the porthole at the gun meunts.

I was leoking through the perthele when I was trylng to contact these two.
kids, and I saw them both; well, I dida't exaétly see them as such. They
were blown apart, but I saw the whaole area go up in smeke and scattéred meta
And, at abeut the same time the aireraft strafed the bridge area itself.

The guartermaster, quartermgster third class POLLEARD was standing right

next te me, aad he was hit, evidemtly with flyimg glass from the perthole,

T don®™ know why I came out witheut a seratech. II was standing, as i said,
right next to him; Finally; about this time they started strafing and we
beth hit the deek, as well as Mr, G'MALIEY, who was‘my JOGD at the time,

As soen as the first strafing raid had been made, we sounded generél
guarters alarm. The Captain was en.the bridgé,:He was in the pilet house

T den't knew whether he was hit then or net, I can't remember

at this time.
I toek off fer my gemeral guarters statiem, which, as T

said before, was re@air three on the mess deeks. On the way down I was
running as fast as I could. By the time I got to tﬁe Chief's Lounge, the
entrance through thé lounge to the mess dgeks, I saw SPICER, eur postél
elerk, lying thefé eut in'hglf with strafing and the hespital eoerpsman was
applying mouth to mouth pesusedtatiens, This T later found out failed,

He @ied right there, Well, anyway, I got dowh to the mess deeks and all
my men were assembling there as fast as‘possible. They wernt te full
battle dress, and so did -I. I ean’t reeall'eﬁaetly how leng werweré waiting
for the strafimg raids to_be over, but I believe it was approximately 20
minutes. At thils t;me,semeone, I be}ieve it was one of the quarfermasters,
came down and ealled me to the bridge. He said, "the Captainés hurt aﬁd
the ecperatiens effieer was dead, and the gxéeutive offiecer was mortaliy
wounded.h I ran up te the bridge. And whem I got up there, the Captain
was laylng eon thé stretcher up there while.trying to get underway. He
theught for a whilé-I think, Ifm net sure, that he weuld passn@ut,'aﬁd he

wanted somebody up there to take over. He wanted semebody up there in case
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he did. I'm noet sure, but I thinmk that is why he had called me up there,
T don't know whether he celled me up there, or the quartermaster just teck
it on his ewn to get me up there. I never fowmd ouvt. Se, I was up there
for a few minutes snd it locked like the strafing ra.ids.wer.e over, and some
of the pecple were coming out and locking around anfl my repeir chief had
come out to assess some of the damage, When I saw him on the 01 level aft,
T told him to take over Repair Three as I would be’ on the bridge. Well, by
this time, the Captaim hsd.regained consclousness and teld me that I would
best be needed- in Repair Three,

Q. Was that the Csptafn?

A. Yes sir.

So I deft and went back.te Bepsir Three, snd, e don't kmow how..long, time
was skipping by so fastrat this time, after t*};'aﬁ we had our first

torpede attack. It came over, well the IMC was ott, it came over the
seund powered .phones, 'Prepare for torpedo. attack starboard sides”

So, we prepared for & torpede attack starbotird side, Whi,cﬁ,f’we recedved: in
midships. I cen't say exactly whet time it was, maybe 1435.

LWe.’l:i!., the ship-at this time as seeon as the torpedo hit midships, we began
te develop a starbosrd list very quiekly. Se guickly that I felt as though
L:ew&re-- probably going te lose it. At this time, the DC central passed the
Tword to prepare to gbandon ship., We then filéd outi to eur life: rafts whieh
were no lenger with-us beecause they had been straféd@ and fiost 6f them were
burned, so we knocked most of them over the sifle. A%t this: time’the torpedo

eats, three of them, that had torpedoed us, were laying off, waiting for

1s te sink, I believe. Anyway, they didn't come near us st-this time.

owever, we were able to meintain the ship and stablize it. It didn*t sink.
3¢ the Captain said that everyone could Eo Baé:‘li-r t6"general “quatrters.
tatiens. A£ this time I went back te Repair %:hreé‘- en the-mess deeks along
ith the rest of my repair party. ALl during this time in Hepair Shree, mj
men were fighting fires and lmeeking burning lifewxafis, ete. So we

were kept fairly busy down in Bepair Three the whole time. Al'se they were
cheeking bulkhesds and shering where. ﬁee‘ﬁed—._ After T went back there, after

the torpedo’attack, we waited for what seemed like many, many hours, but I
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imagine it.was only 20 or 30 minutes; and in that time we were cheeking out
the torpede hit midships and dolng what was necessary te prevent further
floeding. About 30 minutes later we had wor& from the Captain that torpedo
boats were approaching us again and te prepare for another torpedo attack
starbeard side. And I lknow that if another torpedo had hit us, it would
have sunk us, se I told the men to standby to abanden ship., We prepared to
abanden ship in case we were hit the second time, Af this timé we were
dead in the water with no steerage. However, we were able to regain 6ur
steerage by manual means and able to make approximately five to six knots.
The pit leg was out, we were just guessing by the number of turns that were
being made, We tried to maintain a course, this time, I"m not really sure, i
was Qither 300 or 320 to take us out of theie, After we.had gotten underway
an Isrdﬁﬁ helicopter came out and asked‘us if we wanted aid; well, they
didﬁ't ask us, they just came along side and aeted like they wanted to

i help, but we waved them off. We maintained this course as besﬁgwe eould
threugheut theAnigpt. I was up on the bridge most of the night with the
Captain, up watil the déstroyer, DAVIS, I believe it was, came alengside

the next merning. HRepair ﬁhree on the mess decks was designated a

casualty station bgcause the, wardroom, which was the hormal casualty StationJ
was so badly strafed that we couldn't keep them up there. The mess deek was
a bleody mess that night. People were dying. It was a ghastly sight.

That's abeut all I have to say.

Counsel for.the Court: Did you have ccecasiocn te see the natienal ensign
flying?

A, Yes-sig, Iﬁdid. I saw the‘national ensign flying after the, it was

at the time I.believe when‘we were geing to abandon ship. I ran out on

the main deck to get the 1ife rafts ready. I remember distinetly looking

back up and seeing the Ensign flying. This was, I think, after the air raid)

after the torpedo attack.
Q. Had you seen it earlier that moerning?

A. T saw it earlier that morning when I came up, I don't know when it was.
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T came up on and off that morning checking a patrol plane that had been

flying over us. The quartermaster, DAVID @M2, had told me that the night

that he was wounded that he had put the flag up at 0730 that merning.

Q. So you, in recellection, recall seeing the flag flying in the morning

and after the torpedo attack?

A. Yes, before and after thé torpedo.attack.

Q. Do you know whetherror not it was the same flag?

A. T couldn't tell you sir. The way T thought at afe time, what the heek

was 1t, T noticed there was something fimny about it. I might have seen

the flag twice, beeause once I saw ocne that had been shot up and it was

ragzed, and the next time I looked at it I didn®t notice whether it was

ragged or not. 1 eouldn't.say either way whether it was the same flag,

A, Earlier in yéur testimeny you mentiocned that the LIBERTY was 17.5

miles from nearest point of land., Hew did you arrive at this?

A, By radar navigation,

Q. Did you take a fathometer cheek?

A. FPFathometer checked, yeé sir. Either_33 or 31 fathoms under the keel

at this time,

Counsel for the Court: Does any other member of this Court have gquestions

of this witness?

President: No further questiens,

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

Ensign John D. 8COTT, U, S. Naval Reserve, took the stand as a witness,

was duly swern, adyised of his rights under Article 31i, Unifeorm Code of

Military Justice and examined_as follows: ‘
DIRECT EXAMINATICN

Questions by Ceunsel for the Court:

Q. State your full name,.rank, and organizatieni

A. John D. SCOTT, Ensigh, HSNR. "

Q. Mro SCOTT, you know that gﬁis Court of Inguiry is interested in the

ineident invelving USS LR-%; ] on 8 June 1967. Would you please tell

the Court what you recall of that ineident? '




Beck watch on the-bridge. Tt was a routine wateh. The only thing eut of

A. Yes sir. On the morning of the 8th, I had the 4 to 8 6ffieer of the

the ordinary was we had one reconnaissance plane that flew by us and made

a .few cireles off our port beam; He cireled around about three or four

times, then teek off,

Q. Abeut what time?
A. About @515. I was not able to identify the aireraft. We looked at it

bue to the distanee we could not see any markings

with the binececulars.
er insignia of sny sert om 1it.

President: That was lecal time, Mr. SCOTE?

A, Yes sir, The plane elrecled aroumd seveial,times then teck off in a true
direetion tewards Tel Aviw., Abeut 30 minutes laﬁer I got a call frem
coordination, sir, and Ghief CT SMITH was on the phone; wamted to know if T
had an air cemtaet that was faiply-elasevin the last half hours, I told him
I did and he wanted to know which directiem it went after it left the

vieinity ef the ship. I told him, "Tel Aviv." He said, "Fine, that's all T

want to ¥mow." I did manage to take four pietures of the aireraft with

the camera on the bridge. I didn't know what type it was. Tt was a

double fuselage, twi —enginé type. It looked somewhat like an old P.38 er

a small flying boxcar. That®s abeut the only signifieant thing that

happened en the 4 to 8,
Q. Do yeu reeall the flag or the natiemal ensign flying?

A. Yes sir, it was flying. 1 netieed at first 1ight that the ensign was

flying. I leeked up to 1t to cheek the wind direetien just in the event T
had to blew tubes and I wanted te have a favorable wind direetien, That's
about all I reeall about the flag being ug%@ on the day and night while wé

were over here, I don't recall seeing it dewn at all, That's about all I

havette say about the 4 to 8.

Q, Centinue em during the day?

A, T wasn't aware @f%ﬁg&-airefaft overhead., I did netice that at about
the neen hour there was. smoke on the harizen. Could see results of
bembing en the haorizen, I had gene out and taken a picture. T wasn't
aware of aireraft, . After we secured from general guarters, I came ia.te




the wardroom and T just left when I heard the first hit. Witk that, I

teck off running te DC central. I‘did not come tepside again until abeut

0560 the followlng day.-

Counsel for the Ceurt: T have no further questiens of this witness. Does

any member of the Court?

President: Tell us a little bit about your damage control measures when
the ship was hit freom starboard}
A, Yes sir, When we were first hit, the first orders we got were, "two

fires, one port side in the vieinity eof the gas drums, one starboard side
vieinity of the moeter whalebeat.” I erdered fire fighting parties ot .
Next we were ordered to piek up thelwaunded. We had a number of calls,

repeated calls te piek up the wounded, I ealled back and said that every

avallable streteher was in use.b They were using blankéts and mattresses

te héul thé people back, After thé fires were out, they burned for guite
awhile before we got them under qontrel. The next thing, we were teld by
the bridge to stand by for torpedo attaek starboard siae. The tdrpedo

kit at approximately, somewhere between 1425 and 1445; As seen as the
torpede hit, I ealled main contrd,. I den't keep a damage centrel log as
sueh, my repair pakbies do. They leg messages they receive in a beok,
Neither one of them, as soon as the attack started, kept a leg. I kept
message blanks coming inte repair parties, but they were not timed. I had
abeut tem or twelve message blanks prier te the ferpedo hitting. I had

the maln damage, I had the lérge hele in the gaek berthing eempartmént,

T had the held in the diagnost;.c room, I had the twe fires, the fires

under comtrol and ene of them legged as out, But when the terpede hié;

the legroem in damage contrel eentrai was in a shambles, the safe door

blew open, legs went flying eff the.shelves,‘we were knocked onr the deck,
and shortly thereaf£errthe order was passed dewn to set the destruction bill.
And whbh that, we didn't'bether to write down eour meséages anymore, Myself,
my 1JV talker, and my 2JZ talker commenced buyﬁing all c@nfidentiai

messages and pubs in )C:central.' - -

Q. That's fine. Tell me a little about your shering?
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A, It was necessary, after we investigated the diagnestic reom, which is

direeﬁly abeve the vieinity which the terpedo hit, I went fn, It was next
te DC central, T went in with the D€ investigater from repair twe. We saw
the level of the water rising. I stuek my hand in the hele, It came eut
with blaek black oil. With‘that'I said, "Tt's still rising, we're going
to have to shere it." We brought shering in and mattresses frem the
engineeriag berthing'c@mpartment and commenced shoring. We feund ancther
rupture out in the passageway and it wa§ bulged eut, but we had that area
pretty well under contrel.

Q. Te establish the watertight beundary afterlthe tsrpeﬁa attack, was there
any guestien abeut anyene being left alive in the spaces belaw?

A. No sir. When I saw the black eill eceming up, T knéw it had fuptured
the fuel tanks. I went dewn to main contrel. I ealled them first and

teld them I had raptured tanks up here, and told them noet to take inspectiens

frem these tanks, Iater en in the mornimg,-I went dewn to maim eentrol
and told them to take inspectiehs frem starbeard tamks bﬁt na£ these two
to correct the list., We wenf over te twelve degrees, and eame back to ten,
About 0500 in the merning we were down to abeut a & degrees list.

Q. Who was in charge of the forward réﬁair.parties at that time?

A, Ensign TAYLOR, He was the Hepair gfficer. He was hit before.he ever
got toe the repair leoeker. - He wandered off em his own. He came down the
passageway, stuck his head in DC central; I could see he was hit very -
bad. He said, "Scettie, I've beem hit." I said, "I ean't help you, go

te the mess deeks._AI‘ll AR S L e yeu're coming."™ I den't
have a pletter or messenger; and there were Jjust three people'in BC
eentral, se none of us could leave. Next, there was Chief THGMPSON, and I+

got the word that he was hit, but not bad. A little later the bridge

callgd wanting a signalmaﬁ., Beth my signalmen had been hit, and I ealled
repair and asked them if they had any signalmen, anybedy, even eniisted
men, Chief TH@MPS@N,velunteered and wenat tafthe bridge. Then BEMORI,
shipfitter third, toek over. -

President: This was Chief THOMPSGN who veluntéefed, whe was already

wounded?




A. Yes sir, And DEMORI was the on-scene leader,

Q. TIs DEMORTI still around?

A, Yes sir. |

Q.\ Have you been to damage control schoel, Seoitie?

A, Yes sir, I went ten weeks ago. |

), Was it worth 1t?

A, Yes sir., I'd recemnend it %o anybody .

President: Scottie, I'm proud of you., Thank you very much, son.
The witness was duly ﬁarned and withdrew.

ILieutenant George H. GOLDEN, United States Navy, took the stand as a
witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights under Artiele 31, Uniform
Code of Military Justice and examined as folloews:

DIRECT EXAMINATIGN

Questions by Counsel for the Court:

Q. State your name, rank, and present duty statien,

A. George H, GOLBEN, Ideutenant, Engineering Officer, USS LIBERTY.

Q. Lieutenant GOLDEN, you know that this Court of Inquiry has been
convened to look inte the ecircumstances lacident to the attack on USS
LIBERTY. Will you please tell thé Court what, if anything, you recall
about that incident?

A, Yes sir. At approximately 1145, I cempleted eating luneh, and went to
the él level forward te sunbathe along with the Captain and some of the
other offieers. I have a lounge chair, most of us do have; while laying
en my baeck sunbathing, I notleeda plane flying ever. I dezed eoff, and
appreximately 25 minutes of so later on, I woeke up and saw a plane eireling
again ceming frem the pert beam, croessing the ship, While watehing it,

I glaneé@ up and notieced it Just erossing ever the stack area, and T

notieed a small ameunt of smeke coming out of my stack, and also the flag

was flylng.

Counsel for the Court: Was 1t extended?

A, Yes sir, there was a slight breeze blowing.

@l Where ﬁas the flag flying from, Lieutenant GOLDEN?

A. The foremast,
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©. And it was standing out where it could be seen?

A, Yes sir, Not completely the full length, but if was standing out.

At approximately 1255, T left the Ol level forward, and then went Fforward
beecause I knew that the'Commanding Offlicer was geing to have a surprise
chemiealhattack for a drill between the crew, We went to general
guarters at 1310, Immediately after we went to general quarters, the
Commanding 0fficer addressed the erew concerning setting Zebra. He

explained to them that anything eould happen at any time. It teok us
four minutes to set Zebra, we should impreve on that time. He explained
that there was smoke coming from the beach area, and that there was
possible fighting #nmthat area., After completing general quarters; I

came from the engineering and went to the port side of the ship, the
motor whaleboat started smoking instantly, and walked into the wardroem te
have a gqulek cup of coffee before going to my offlice, I sat dewn im the
forward part of the wardrdom, and I had no mﬁre had set down when the word
was passed to stand clear of the moter whaleboat while testing.
Tmmediately, there was a bang, and the first thought came to my head that
the whalebeat had been dropped into the water. I jumped to the poertholsi,
leoked out, and tﬁere was black smeke coming up frem the side of the ship.
I immediately ran to the door to the wardreoem to go ocutside. The second
T hit the deer, I hedPd the word passed, "General Quarters, all hands man
your battle statiens.” And then the alarm went off. Befere I had gotten
elear of the doer, theswerd was alsc passed over the PA system, whieh
gbunded like the Commanding Officer's velce, telling radio central te
notify high command that we were under air attack. When I hit the deeck
plate in the engineroomlmain contrel in frent ef the throttle board at
1405, I knew it was this time because the tachémeters were ringing up at
the same time flaék speed. T had informed over the 1MC the Captain

it would take me a couple of minuted to bringéthe other boiler on the
line, as we had just secured it to repair a gasket, The Commanding
Officer told'me to get it on as soon as possible and give him all the

turns pessible. Within a few minutes we were doing 86 rpms, until there
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was a hit and T lost electrical power, We went dead in the water,
Counsel for the Court; Iieutenant GOLDEN, how many years have you been

in the naval service actively?

A, Twenty-six years sir.

Q. This Court has heard mamy instances of loss of 1ife, and the Court has
viewed the inordinate amount damage to the vessel. Would you please tell
the Court the nature of your persoenal possessien loss ineident te the
damage to your stéteroom? 7

A, There were two shell§ which could be 20mm, I'm not sure. There was one
six inehes in diameter, and anether one approximately 7 or 8 inches in
diameter, Just aft of the center of my stateroom, Fragmentati;n from these
two shells damaged the stateroom considerably. One came through the

overhead of the statercom, Bullets of unknown caliber came through the

eloset where my clothes hanged. The bullets went completely through one

of them through the other, ripping all of my clothing apart. Bullets
entered the bettem of the room, inte the drawers where I keep my shoes,
tearing those up., The fire fighting water from where the repair party was
fighting the fire on the starboard side of frame 80 came through these
heles, both from the 01 level and the 02 level, and ruilned the tape
recorder which I had setting on my desk.

Counsel for the Court: Value of the tape recorder?

A. 219,00 sir, |

President: Let the record show at this point that Lientenant GOLDEN's
testimony on his persenal loss is introduced as bheing typical of the
type of persenal less realized by the officers of the LIBERTY, The

effectiveness of aireraft strafing and recketry against the topside of

the ship virtually eliminated the useability of any and everything inside

the staterooms themselves,

Ceunsel for the Court: Mr. GOLBEN, as Engineering Offiecer, deo you have
in yeur custody, engineering logs?
A, Yes sir.

Q. Do you alse have the gyro compass record im your custody?
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A, Yes sir, I do. I have that‘one particular record with me at this

time, sir.

Counsel for the Court: Request the recorder mark the engineering log as

exhibit 16, the gyro eompass record as exhibit 17, and request they be

accepted imto evidence as 16 and 17.

Counsel for the Court: Weuld you please read pertinent‘extraets from
these logs?

A. Aye, sir. Tn the engineering smocth log en the 12 to 1600 watch on

8 June 1967 -The leg is signed by R. J. BROOKS, Machinist Mate Chief,

at 1405, gemeral guarters under attack. 1406, granted permission to

fire reom to light fires in number two boiler. At 1406, informed
throttleman to maneuver at¥various speeds, to draw steam no less than 300
peunds. 1407, reported éondition_ﬂebra set, 1408, secured number one
and number twe distilling units in order to have more steam er speed.
1435, lest electrieal power due to hit believed to be teorpede. There was
a vibratien from this hit that knoevked two peeple in the engine room off
of ladders from the upper platform te the lower platform. It vibrated

a light out of its socket., It knecked both gemerators off the line. Also
lost communieations to¢ the bridge at this time. 1450, put number three
generator to atmospheriec ballast, 1483, generator on the line.

During this peried of time, there were both 20mms and two other smaller
caliber bullets ceming through the bulkhead from the starbeard side from
approximatély frames 80 to 95. The last entry in the engineers bell book
was for 1405 when the bridge rang up fer flank speed., There were no

mere entries in the engineers bell book after 1405,

President: Tell me again, ILieutenant GOLDEN, how long your records opr
yvour memory lndicates that you were without power after your circuit
breakers tripped out ard yeu lost the load?

A. From 15 to 20 minutes, I think sir. -

9. And your reeord shows that you lost thé load at what time?

A. Lost eleetrical power at 1435 and regained electfical powér at 1453,
President: Let the record show at this point, as a matter which is germane

to all of the testimony wherein segquential and accurate times are
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desirable but unavailable, _That the early recket attack agaimst this
ship shot and stopped, in some cases permanently apd in ethers only
temp@rarily;.shipb eloeks through the ship. 'This fact has become
inereasingly evident throughout testimeny received as wéll as in infermal
discussions with LIBERTY personnel, |

The witness was dﬁiy wamed and withdrew.
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Ensign Malcolm Patrick G'MALLEY, United States Naval Reserve, took

the stand as a witness » was duly swern, advised of his rights urder

Article 31, Uniform Code of Military Justice and examined as follows:
' DIRECT EXAMINATION

- Questions by Counsel for the Court:

Q. State jreur neame, renk and organization?

A, Maleolm Patrick ©'MALLEY, Ensign, USS LIBERTY AGTR~5
&. And your duty status? '

| A. Assistant Operations 0fficer and Ship's Secretary.
§. How long have you been in the Navy?

A, Sinece Jamuary 13th, 1967.

§. Approximately six months?

Ac Ies Siro

@. Mr. O'MALLEY, directing your abtention to 8 June 1967, will you
please tell this court what you recall of the attack,

A, Yes sir.- T had the con on the 12 to l6é0 watch. From 1220 to
1236 is vhen an Tsresli twin.-enginé -plane » well we didn't knew it was

Esmaéld .jus?b a twin~engine plane very similgr to a flylng bexe_za;r A

eircled us ence in a leng eliptieal eirele and they drew nesr. We f_‘@,_gnc'i

out on gquestioning, after they went away, Mr, ENNIS sald the plane Had

B, B ‘
ceme out. almost pericdieally every 20 to 40 ‘minutes, weuld make one

pass in a high eircé{&iand head back to land. At 136, I was relieved on

the econ by Mr. ENNIS, who was the JooD for genéra.l qua;rters, Mr, @'CONKOR
wasn't there so he stepped in the deck; and relieved the con, When we

went to general qtiéi'“ters,I went to my gemeral quarters statien in CIC.

genera.l guerters - we didn't do anything. We

o

It was an extremc

| didn't have any con "tse;:' anything significant to do. .Same _pla.ee

ot

between 1335 and 1350 I again assumed eon frem Mr. ENNIS. At about 1402,

05, or Oh, something like that, I was looking at the radar screen and

- eng T
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trying te get & fix. I noficed three contacts coming off the shere and
T sald, "Lloyd, I think I have three contacts here." He said, "I think
I'1l talk to the gun mounts en the phome cireuits.” He tried to talk to
them, and before I kmew it, just as he was about to say "gun meumts 51

and 52" a jet opered up. It was just, "boom, boom, boom, boem, boem,

‘boem,boem,” and all of a sﬁdden ) fmmei;nwself; down on one knee. Scmeone

yelled genérs.l gquarters, I yelle&,. general guarters, and I left the
bridge, and es I went passed, I noticed. that thet,general atarm vas
sounding. I went inte GIC. To return‘to vhat had elapsed, well, by the
time I took over the com it was 12 o'elock, and the time I was relieved
V:i.t was approximately 1345,

Counsel for the Court: Who relieved you?

4. Lieufenant J—ame_s _‘\Ennis;. :

When. ve gét up f.here, we. enly had;,‘;ong. thing to shoot, and that wa.s'a
tower, a signal tewer. I can remember how it stood on the beach. What
hafpened.:, wes Mr. Pailnter and I were trying, dgspggg't‘ely‘.th get. 8, fix,
te get an securate fix, what we were, trylng. to do was get a fix and we
couldnlt de it. . ‘

Counsel for the Court: Do you.reeall the national ez;s;!.én flying?

A. No sir, I don't beeause.we were not allowed to go to the &4 level,
and from here I couldn't see it. I did see the torpede beats when I
came up te the bridge. ' |
Captain ATKINSOGN: Are you also the GIC offlcer?

A, Yes sir |

Gounsel. for the Court: Mr, O'MALLEY, do you have in your possession
the DRT log?

A, Yes sixr, I do.

. Do yeu have. the radar.bearing book of PSS LIBERTY alse?

A- Ies, I d@.
Reguest the recorder to mark the radar bearing book as exhibit number 18

69




and the PRT leog, exhibit number 19. I mow eoffer them inte evidence,

and request Mr. anALL.EY te read pertinent extraets frem 14606 hours,

¢

on the 8th of June,
A. The radar in €IC went out en the first attack.
6. Pry 1260 hours. |

A. T bave at 1145 a bearing on 173 at 15.9 miles,

Q. Any subsequent entries? DRT frem 1300 or hours?

A.  Nething from 1300 hours. |

Counsel for the Court: I have ne further questiéns of this witness.
Does any member of the court desire to q;.-zesfion the witness?

Captain ATKINSON: What was the last emtry in the BRT loa?

J A. I believe it was 1300. 1360, yess '

f President: What weuld be the reasons e u6 BT eihries Afber 1300?
| &, T Gon't-have aay idea. Mr, Toth use to help me with the thing.
§. What do you mean, he use to help you? |

A, Well, he use to take charge of GIC.

Q. Duning general quarters?

| & Ne, not. during general guarters.. Actuelly, it was Mr. BENNEIT's
station. I was there im training, Mr. BENNETT wasn't there on that day.

Counsel for the Court: Mr. O'MALLEY, you. indieated you vere in the Navy

for abeut six months?

A, Yes _si:'rz.
§. Is this your first time at sea?

A. Yes sir, four menths én the LIBERTY, sir.
§. Ama your primary duty on USS LIBERTY is?
A. Shkip's Seerebary. - '
§. Ship's Secretbary?
' A, Yes sir.
§. Collateral Duty?




A, My eollateral duty is Assistant Operations Officer with CIC.

Captain ATKINSON: Was the navigetion plot maintained in combat?

A, No, we he malntained our navigaticmal plot.

Qs Whe's he?
A. COCNAVITCE did, but he was doing what he said was combour fixes

and he was Jjust checking if they sgreed with the @0P on the bridge in
the chartroem., You see, we had two charts., We had ome in the chartroem
and one in CIC. We @id have fixes - like I had & 1220 fix spotted on
the chart when the tower was bearing lhB , 16.5 miles.

Q. In combat?

A, Ne, in the chart house.

6. What happened te that chart?

A, There was an everlay. o

President: Would yom repeat that fix amd time again, Mr. Q'MALLEY?

A, At 1226 the tower beared 148 at 16.5 miles.

Q. Was it normally the ship’s practice to use an overlay on & chart
vhieh they planned o use for a protracted perioed in a particular spet?

A. To my knewledge, no. This was the first time that T had seemtit,

' As a matter of fact, he was pubting it on when I came up.

Q. Have you ever been in a ship when it had a patrol station in a spot
for a protracted period before this? '

A, No, net really.. We had gone up and down the ceast of Africa, but
that was not a patrel.

Assistant Geunsel for the Court: I may have missed whabt you

said before. I'm uot ¢lear as to whether it's normal practice’

or not to maintain a navigational t'ra..ek in ¢IC? |

A. The reason vhy we didn't have it up in CIC, the reason why we hadn't
been doing it for a long period of time, was because we had Just come in

sight of land on the previecus watch, and that 1s why.




The witaess was duly warned and withdrew.

Counsel far the Gdurt: The next witness will be LTJG Maleolm N, Watson,

Ynited States Naval Reserve. | |

Lieutensnt Junior Grade Maleolu N, Watson, United States Naval Reserve,

toek the stand as a witnmess, was duly sworn, advised of his rights under

Article 31, Uniferm chie of Military Justice and examined as Pallows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Counsel for the Court: Will yéu please' state your name, ramk, and

duty station. ‘

A. Malecolm N. Watson, Lieuwtenant (jg), I'm MPA aboard the LIBERTY.

Q. Mr. Watson, did you know this Court has been convened im order to

ascertain the circumstances attentetive with the attack on USS LIBERTY

on 8 June 19677 Would you please tell the Court what you recall of

that ineident?

A. Well, we had a practice GQ approximately 1516". My G& statien was

the fire rocm down in the engine room, When we had secured frem ‘the

practice G4, I had come up. I was standing by the wardroem pantry when

the atback caﬁe‘. T ren back down the officer's ladder and went down to

my statiorn in the fire room. And shortly I was called ﬁp teo sick bay.
I'm narcotics custedian, and I had to epen-the narcotics leocker. I came

up frem the fire room, went through the mess decks, up to sick bay. I

: the : :
got the key from/first elass corpsman, and a seaman KERNER vent with me

back down te the me‘ss étécks » Terwvard along the passegeway, inte the
engineering berthing compartment, down the hateh, inte the nareeties
locker. I opeged the locker, removed morphine, gave'H&lf .of it te

KERWER snd told him to ge em back up end T teck the

the safe unlocked but elosed. I lecked the door behind. mey I came. back

up. As I passed by DC gentrel, I stopped in there and told them I had

epened xray fittings to get to the marcetiecs loeke_r and had i-ecles_ed

it., At this time, DC Central is just forward of the diagnestic room,
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- the eperatlmg ﬁﬂai»-gsf. The.- Doctor told me Wk;; e

a3

under which the torpede hit. And at this tiie the torpedo had Wot Wi

P the way the padiizewsy

the ship camse. I would have kmown it beeduse
was torn up. T went back up into sick bay with the morphine that I had,
and gave the key. back to the first class corpSfien snd told*him what I

had dene and that I had left the locker opén There was a sesfidn laying

e Tdo many peopléd hélping

he winted. I thought we.were dome. And® i

. | :,, .-.r-,'i} it .'
to help out. So I- s‘i”“:l‘i "If you don?t ifé%‘ﬁmme , I need t@ i)

.And he said at the timey

Thgg after dunch we went out on the 0% level

naybe. the.h 111:133:—«!@913::-5'?"

Ammediately

preceding 1300; orereft flew: over approxi-~ .

nately 5,000:0 85000, feet, and hmsll » of .flight todk it over the. radar

mast, and Imﬁwﬂ;éhing it and made a comment about it that it loeked,
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. briége‘? _
A, The mast directly ever the bridge, sir.

~Counsel for the Gourt: Will yeia pleaée state yeur full name, rank, and

like a €119 flying boxear. And as it flew over the radar mast, the ensigh
was flylng from the gaff. I noticed that it was flying, at this time there
was & breeze.
Q. Extended?

&, Yes sir,
President: Was It flying frem the mast aft-ox the mast direetly over the

2

The wituess wasdfily-warned and. withirew.
Lieutenant Richard F. Pfeiffer, MG, U.S.jNavy, took the stend as a witmess,

was duly sworm, advised eof his rights under Article 31, Uniform Code of

Military Justice and examined as follews:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

duty status. _ _ ‘
A, Richard Frank Pfeiffer, Lieutenant Medieal Corps, duty station

U.8. Naval Hespi-ta.l, Pertsmeuth, _lerw-. Hempshire.
Q. On 8 June 1967, vhere were you ajb"_ this time?

As I was stbending to my dwties as medical efficer, USS LIBERTY.

. Will you p;l.ease tell this Court the c;;éz:fclaﬂlﬂ*bances as yau récall them
ineident to the attack on the USS LIBERTY? |

A We:L‘L, we had secured fram the Génerﬁ; Quarters dfill. I was standing
in the passaBevay outside the pantry, which is on the main deck.
Suddenly, we heard a sound as a jet plane flying low and the steward to

vhom I was talking and myself thought that semething had happered tolone

of the steam lines. Immediately after that, we heard an explosiom, end

we sounded gengral Wersia My general guarters station &8 on the ma.in
deck aft, the main battle dressing statiem. I went across the main deck,
and at that peint I saw another plage pa_a.ssing'ever the ship and letting

leeose Its supply of rocketbs on the ship, It was passing from the starbeard

bow to the pert side and aft. I went into the main dressing station as
quickly as possible and awaited the flow of easualties that would ceme in.
We semt the third class corpsman to #ie forward battle dressimg statien
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which was in the vardroom. In the main ;iressing station was the first
class corpsman and myself. When I was 1p the main battle dressing station,

we were relatively sea.led off a.nd we didn t hear very mmch of what was

 happening outside. At that point .I woru;;g have thought 1t was & single or

two planes that had strafed the ship on{;’;p or twice. I didn't have an idea
exactly how mich had been done., And whé? they brought in the first aid
patient who wvas 8 seamen with a collapsé@ Inkg, we thought he would be one
of the few casualties that we got, and imedia.tely took care of him which
involved an incision iIn his chest and packing of a pretity good sized chest
cavity to temove the blood and air to mﬂke it possible for him to breathe
again, We then found Mr, Watson, who had the combination to cur narcotics
safe in the medical storerocm. I sent t.he corpsman to get Mr. Watson to
get me a supply of morpﬁéne and we starged a&ministering to the men. The
time at this time was about a quarter tq two, and 1t would be Before the
torpedo had struck. Someone told me tgéﬁ they wanted me on the bridge,
and to get there i wvant through the megg decks which bed a numﬁer of
casualties there already, I passed tha.wardroam and found the forward
battle dressing station was scmewbat f%goded by casual£ies, and went to
the bridge where at that point, the Cag%ain was the only person who was
still funetioning and the Qaptain had Eée helm. Again, the Captain had
not been injured at that time. T took:g look outside the bridge and saw
two decks below the remains of our Navigs.tor, Mr. Toth, The helmsmsn had
died where he stood at the helm, a.nd at that time there wasn't any*thing L
could do for any of the men on the bric:_’!:ge except a.dminister morphine to
those vho were injured and yet living a.pd get men up with stretchers to
evacuate them. It solhappened the firé?in i GRS M, i B

under control, and I returned to =t:he» wa;-dromn where again wve started caring

for the casualties as best we could. Ve took cere of the men in the

wvardrocm and in the passageway on the m@in'deck there were men wounded

slttlng shoulder to shoulder the fullcircumierenCe of the passageway. On

the port side in a stretcher was the executive officer who had compound

>l
senlor reasearch officer, Mr. Lewis, whp hed 3
and qll the men that had been 1njured.

and had been _/ﬁ' 2
' Vo




I found our third class corpsman, Shulmap, with our mail clerk, Spicer,

ﬁ who had 1%&7

and was having difficulty breathing. Shulmen was performing, or had

finished performing an emergency trachegtomy on him in an effort to help

him breathe.

President: Shulman's a third class?

i
i
£
i
q
i
3
1

A. Yes sir.

And; one of the other men had his arm ip-a éling and wvas operating the foot-

powered suction pump enabling him to aqgivate the man’'s trachean luﬁgs to get

il

the secretions fram there.

President: Doctor, is thils the foot- powered trachean pump which'supports
the microphbone into which you are speaking?

A, Yes sir.

S8ir, in the chief's mess, we found anopper man, this %as Payén, who was'
also having difficutly breathing. He had a wound of gg — - and at
that time we dld not have the facilitig? on board to care for a second
tracheotamy or. to d§ aﬁ insertion of avfube'into‘his_chest, so the only
thing I could do at thét polint was insggt my finger in his chest well and
to allow as much blood to be drained ogf of fhat as possible. There was
another man with a broken leg who we wé;e Just able to splint. As it turns
out the last thing that we bought befo#g we left Norfolk wés a supply of
air splints that were just coming in gﬂg belng used as many as we had, and
we could have used more. Then I retu;égd to the ﬁain dressing station.

At this time again I was going throug@xthe mess decks and there were more
people there. I got to the main dresq%ng station and found people on the
floor, people in the‘beds, in the isoyétion room, and the clean room. One
oflthe men in the bed was Blanchard, é:pan‘who had sustained a shrapnel
injury in his back. The first class é@rpaman and I hed examined him and
we realized that we might have to ope;éte on him. At thaet point we had
also agreed thoughi, unless it was an.ébsolute matter of being certain
be would die otherwise, we would mot do enything to him. Then someone

told me in 2 moment that the wardroom had been hit, and that the Captain

;? {";




had been hit. We went by the wardroom and found fortunately that the hit

had been away from where the people were belng taken care of. A message
while I was in the main battle dressinggtation, they had announced to be
prepared.’for & torpedo attack, and the torpedo hit and suddenly the ship

started listing to starboard, rolled, becoming 9 degrees in a matter of

8 few seconds. At that time, Van Cleavé ahd nyself and as many pecple as

we could get, we went down to the mess decks to try to evacuate anyone that

we could from there in case the ship started going down. We were told
that the destruction bill had been put into effect. The ship was
stabllized after a‘couple of minutes ané'theu I got the word to go the
the wardroom and to the bridge. When £fgot to the bridge, the Captain
had put & tourndguet on his «559 He bad lost a large amount of blood,
but there was nothirg I could do at thgg time. He was the only officer
aboard at that time. The only other officer that I could find was Ensign

O'Malley. I told him of the situation gn the bridge, vhere the Captain

had been injured and was the last offiger I could £ind up there and suggested

that he be prepared to go to ithe bridgéiif necessary. We then returned to
the main dressing station, just in timq to have a rocket land on the

overhead near the clean room, and at tb%s time the lights in the main
dressing station went out. We decided ét that time that we certainly
couldn't care for the wounded in the s;éuation that we were. We vere told
to brace ourselves for & second torpedg‘attack, and the only thing we could
do was go inside aund find a couple of gye vounded on the floor to find

places where they weren't wounded and ;éy acrossltbeir bodies so in case
the torpedo did hit they vouldn't be thrown around, I could hold on to
one of the uprights, but they certainl#{couldn't. We decided at that time,
that the only rpitace where wWe could taﬁg care of the men was on the mess
decks. The ship had rtabllizdd We weut to the engineroom to find out

what had happened, if the englnes had been damaged, or, if it would be a

point of moving the men to the mess decks and then having the ship go

down thanﬂhav1ng them die there. We found that as far as it went that the

damage had been Prought under coatrol, We evacuated the men to the mess

We had just that morning flnished rester11121ng supplies 1n the

s

decks.
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forward battle dressing station. They were still in the auteclave.

When we wen#:ta the autaclave, we get as many men who ceuld walk aspossible,
took them te- the main dreésing station and gave them supplies, it was dark
and ve couldn't really see what we were handling thel, and they toek it

to main deck and pile& it en the table. At that time vas the first time
we could evaluate the condition of the woulBided. There was no gquestior ef
our ability fe keep recerdé or anything at that peirt. He'jpgt couldm't.
The only way we could tell if someone had been given merphine, vwher we
gave 1t to him, we stack a needle threugh an article of clething en him.
We got some gauze and hung the bottles from the lights_in the_mess_decks.
At that time it became evident that many of the‘mep were é@iﬁg_te require
further surgery, but we.established ir a major hQSPitai surgery 1ls something
that is dene by three doctors; two nurses, and & supp@rt team @utside, and
that here we would be able te have-myself and @ﬁeugefﬁsgan, We obvieusly
veren't going to de amy uﬁless it was a lifeler deathiemgrgenéﬁ. So ve
went on with it and tried-to stablize the peeple who Were in sheeké_giving
fluids. Then I erganized a couple’of teams éf HEeil. Af that time we. still
had @tot found out what had happened. The men were eomfuséd, they couldn't
understand where was the Sixth Fleet or where was'the Air FPorce, Someone
had told us that there was an Israeli helicepter outside, and it bolstered
our morale a little bgt, but we tried to fiﬁ@ﬁaut the anmswers to the
questieon, “is anybody golng to help us?” "Or -ean ﬁe get ﬁesgages_out?”'
“Does anyoﬁe knew we're hit, and ﬁ@w-bédiy?” At this time, sir, we had

6rganized teams to start frem one erd of the mess decks, wé@d gotben

o]

Surgical soap and water, supplies of sterile dressings, and started cleanin
the weunds again as best we could. I went up to the bridge to see the
Captain. The Captain had lost a tremendeus ameunt of bleod ard was

shewing symptoms of early shock. The‘men who were showing symptems of

shoek, the people that we coumﬁnft'get fluids te had jusbngver:un the_
medical facilities for the while. We had beemgiving‘eut vater, salt pills,

bicarbinate soda, just to replace the fluids with anything that we could.
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Now we had intravenous fluids that we were able to give them, but the

Captain was showing the early symptoms. He said that he was feeling weak
every time that he got up and wasl_pqrgpp;?i:;g and was beginning to show

one of the earlier signs of shock which is excessive amxiety., It's hard
toJ£hink of how aunxiety at that point gpuld be described a# excessive, but
he had been talking about medical thingé that he had ascribed as a tremendous
urgency to, and I just had interpreted ?his as a sign of shock. I told

Mr. Lucas, the First Lieutenant,rwho wqg at the bridge about this and told
him to be on the watch for this, dress Ehe Captain's é%& remove the
tournaguet, and went back below. There's not really much more tell of this,
except how we should give the individug} men, at that time someone had gotten
e supply of brandy down to the men beleé and we were dispensing this to the
men who were dazed or who were confuseq“or anything, or excited. At one

thirty it became obviocus that Blanchard was not-going to survive the night

without an operation.

President: One thirty in the morning?

A. One thirty in the morning.

We went to the mess decks again, got some empty blood transfusion packes,
collected two pints of blood from men ého were his blood type, and teok
him toc the wardroom to operate on him. ﬁnfortunately, his wounds were

such that any attempt s were hopeless. We determined this and closed the

incision. We rendered final anesthetig which the first class and I
administered, but he died during the qgeration. Agein, after that, It
wvas just 8 question finding, aoing ceggain mechanical things for the men,
getting them all cleaned, getting new é:essings, on, treating their pain
if this was required, and awaiting thgaarrivalof help.

Counsel for the Court: Of the many iQQured, was Blanchard the only one
who died after an operation? :

A. Blanchard was the only one that d}gd. The Executive Officer died

soon after baving been brought to the mess decks but we had seen him on

the main deck, and the next time I sag-him on the mess decks was to

e e e
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pronounce him dead.

Q.
A.
Q.
A,

8.
Al

Counsel for the Court: Request the reporter mark this exhibit number. 28.

I now offer exhibit number 20 into evidence., Will yeou pleasé read.%his

for

A'

persens have been recovered.

LEDR: ARMSTRENG, Philip M.

SN
3
CT3
SN

CT2

IGFN SKOLAK, David

PE2

GMG3 THOMPSON, Alexander
€T3 ‘THORNTON, Themas R. S

i
CTlL

Q.

action during the attack?

A.

Counsel fer the Ceourt:; Request the reperter mark the missing im actiea

1ist as exhibit number 21. I new offer exhibit mumber 21 inte evidence.

Will you please read this for the record?

!

.

CT3 William B. ALLENBAUGH
€72 Ronnie J. CAMPBELL
¢t2 Jerry L. CONVERSE

OT2 Reobert B. EISENBERG
CFl Curtis A, GRAVES
CTSK Lawrence P. HAYDEN
CT1 Waxrren E. HERSEY .

¢F2 Richard W. KEENE
€?SN James L. LENAU

aTsA Pavid W. MARLBOROUGH
g7¢ Raymond E. LIRN

How many other operations of a major nature did you perferm?

enly this operation and the insertion of the tube in the man's chest.
How long were you en your feet befere yeu were able ta‘rest?

28 heurs.

Do you have a list ef the perseunel who died as a result of the abgack?

Yes sir, I ded,

the Teeord?

The fellewing is a list of the dead persennel. The bedies' of these

BLANGHARD, Gary R.
EROWN, : Franeis (n)
HIGGINS, Alan (n)-
HOAR, Cerl -
MENDLE, Antheny

SPICHER, Jehn C.

TQTH, Stephen S,
WALTON, Frederiek J.

Did yeu bring & list of personnel. whe were declared missing in

Yes sir, I add.

Persennel missing

¢T3 Duane R. MARGRAF

LT James. €, PIERCE

CTL Jehn Caleb SMITH

EPC Melvin D. SMITH
¢T3 Phillippe €. TIEDTKRE
CF3 Garl C. NYGREN.
CPL Edward E. REEMEYER
SGT J.L. RAPER

¢T3 Jerry L. 8GSS

GT1, James M. LUPTON

civilian Allen M. Blue
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Counsel for the Court

A Yes sir, I have.'

., Counsel for the Court Raque
e:ch101t number 22.
~ you please read 1t?
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- Flesh burns face
- Cpd Fracture L. Femur
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- pid you twing & 1ist of the injured with you that

86 15
913

22 48

5ok 81 55

t - _ 'j LT 671765
7576 18,
999 88 65 .

(Deck 4pt)

o e Ak i3

i L
M
n
"

Y

i

e
n

50 66
5571 ..

39719 :
969 8k 98
25 21;]

‘a

| 0

SRR

the rcporter mark the inJured list as , T

I noﬂ offer Ehhibit number 22 into EVidenaa and vill .:1

 Ser No.‘:'liﬁf;iagnosis
'l .. Compound Fractuvra Skull"v
.. Compound Fracture Skull

Wound Left Eye, Left
Forearm ' _
" Mult., Puncture vounds,
Pneumonitis

TROPATERAOTLORAY

Pneumothorax
Perforated BDowel), Hemothors

" Cpd.Fx. L. Tibia and

Pibule Pneumothorax = -
_ Penetrating wounds, back 4
& Kidney
. Hemopncumothorax, Post
Loparotomy )
Penetrating wound back—to
colon

- Multiple Puncture Wounds

Fracture L. Tibia Remained
eboard |

Flash burng, feece & eyes - .
Compound I'x. Radius &Ulna

- Multiple Punctures,

Cervical Sprein

 _Multiple Puncture wounds
Fracture ~-Forearm

Multir?e bullet & Shrapneal
woundza

'Multiple Shrapnel wounds

HMultiple Shrapnel wounds

- "Multiple Shropuel Wounds
“.. Shrapnel~chest, amputated

toe

\”,'Shr&pnel Heek, Fractured.

~ Morndible

- Shrapnel hend, leg

Shrapncl wounds, lEQuB&Gk '
Shrapoel, Gutcal area '

o Shrapnel, L. Ankle

Shroapnel, R.FPlank
Yultiple Shrapnel wounds
Shraphel, Knee
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-Multisle Shramnel wounds

_ Diagucsls
... Shrapaal, Quteral & R.

Thigh .
Froeture, L. Ankle

: ‘Multipla Shrapuel Wounds -

I«luitiple Shrapnol wounds

i Multiple Shrapoel wounds

Sharpaal wounds Skull }
Hultinle wounds sharpmol

; . Hultiple shrapae)l wounds

-

3 "'Shmpnel',_ abedonen

'Foroirﬁn. bodica R.Temple,

- hand, L.ora - o ¢
Punetuere wounds -miltiple-
“with P.B. .
fult Puncture wounds=
flosh burns face

~ Puacture wound hand-

loceratious mult contusio
Forciga vody lefi wrist
Lac¢erations R. hand -
Coutucions ond Abragionse-
uiex :

| Foreira body, 2nd dlgzit R

Loce B.hand, Hemtmpun
flaonik : o

. Lage R.hand, contusion back

Abrosisis L. ecalf
Puiicture wouwid R.ohoulder

. Mvdi, conftuslons, arms, L,

Flole}
Mult, contusions, P.B, R,
band :
Contusious L. shoulder
Contusiona L. hand
Daci: strain, contusions
shouldeors o
Hult, locerations handiferms
Irf'-CO Ln hm

‘Lacoiratlions and coutusions

| Lohﬂﬂd, burng L.asg

" Abraslon & coatusion R.leg

" & ealf
Frectyre Tivia R
Coituglon L. lover log
Corebrel concugsion
Abrasion Re. call
Lac Re oo
Coatudiens echest, orma, logo
F.O. L % (dictt (ncmd)
Lwlt. contusions ext's
Fult, lac hands
Lac. orms (rult)

Lac, cout honda, kaces,
chipped R.lows can .

O
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Fi 916 29-05 - Contustons Legs (bil) -

CTS8N  B20 04 91 . . Burns R. Foot, Soft tissue 1nJ. |
B - . " R. Knee &
FN = 7961883 - -  Contusions, Knee, bil
B8K2 . 370 ¢2 88 Abrasions and Strain-Lower Back
i3 998 19 47 ., " BurnsiArms L
(ﬂ i BKH T76 42 83 . Contusicas, R. Calf & Thigh
- RD3 - - T9% JU' 33 - Abrasions, Lac., contusions R
. ol P ' Forearm ;
- CB2 Lo8 92 84 "~ Abrasions, Cont, R. Lat Thorax
- C®L° 53900 3% Abracions Lets, Bil & Gluteul
LR 796 85 28 .. . Abrasions L. Thigh
_ CCT3 0 T75 0625 .. - Low Back Strain, Lac Fingers
Lol €T3 . 7952554 - Mult. Contusions lgs, dil
TR - C€P2 . TTh 2759 - Punct. Wd. R. Knee, Burns R.’
- GESR TWila T - - Thamatic Nemarthorsis R. Knee . .°
COF2- o4k BL WD.. .. Taes Fingcr, Puncture L. Calf,
a . _ . . Thigh, Arm d
- CTL° 53578 10. .. F.B. Thigh, Contusions R. Arm .
- CP2 599 79 51 Buncture R Thigh, Contusions °.
_ 7 .. . . Buttocks . K
CT3 - 91825 70 - 7 Lae R. Hand o e
- CDBi 7970-’478'_' - Loce Lo Leg -
cr2 . 7762826 ° = Lae. R. Bhoulder, L. Calf .. - .
-eT2 T 778 80 00 ' Lac. R. Parietal, L. Calf i

" Counsel for the Court- T have no “’urther quegtions of this witnesa. lDb :

any members of the court have qu eqtions oi‘ this witness? ]

L‘" -» President: Appro;.ma.tely ho*..r mzmy patmnt., durinu thin pe.riod d:!.d yrm

e have, Doctor? o
R nearcﬂt‘number, 205; ' g

— ‘- . Q. 2007 Mow many men ard on the.ship, Doctor?

j - " ‘A, T think approtimauelj SOO. - o

o = L Q. Then we had two thirdd casucliies ,‘ one way or an_cﬁ:her? e

- A Yes sir. _ ‘
Captain ATKIESON: - Are yolf a surgeon?

Preosident: ,From' this vef:’f harrouving expcrienée that you went thrdugh., -do

you have any thoughts or i_deas that the Navy might £ind useful?

A. Yes slr, I have.

Q. What are they?

A. First, when we were adi the mess decks , &5 I sald, we had placed our

equiynent into & single ﬁile , and in somcvhat & disorganized_ fashion,.
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When we would s® 1; a single infravenous transfusion en & persem, what
x&g_:,?;rauld need was & botile of imtravenous solution, a supply of gauze
te hang the bottle frem one of the light fixtures overhead, a second
set of tubing for this bottle, a needle through the man's shirt, seme
aleohol sponges to elean the area. This is a‘ battle containing a |
sweeter, -a sterile dextrose, or sale and water which is adzﬁiniste;red
mmsayenm:sly. And, I think, many of these thizégs are dispesable,
when they £ind themselves with the wrappers for them in their hands
and ne where te put them. One also finds with needles in hamd there
are some of the metal things that have been the seals that have been
taken off the bettles. What I thought might be useful would be a vest
sert of garment they could pu‘cpn_ with lsxrge peckets in frent with a
sﬁpply of ganze, tape, needles, alecchol sponges, morphine syrettes,
and a pocket "ia the back inte which waste m_«:!.gh»t._ be placed te emable
ene te more efficientli ge through a large area and take care of more
than om.a‘ person en one trip. A second thimg might be, as I put it out
before, when we give an injection ef morphine, about three hours later
if the man was cemplaining of pa.inlaga.in, we vould not know - we'd
know if he had been given morphine, but w;e vouldn't knew if he had
been given it ten minutes before, -‘a:nd that his pain was still p_a_a.;iﬁ

that he had because the merphine had nmot hed & chance to be abserbed

in his bleod stream, or that it hed been giwven three hours before and -

that hislmain might just be a reeurrent sort of thing, or that ke had
been given none and that his pain might be an early sympton of sheck
and at time the morphine ﬁight take away his beody's proetective

mechapnism. What I thought might be useful there would be a strip of

copper with a exidizing agent te 1% that could be taken off and pasted .

on the patient, that the mixturemafé'ﬁapar aud eatalyst m:.ght be such
that the copper would oxidize and thus change celor frem red. te green.
in a specific amount of time, and that by then loeking at the patient

you would be able to tell; first, had he had morphine; second, hew




long age had he ha@ 1t. A red strip weuld tell yeu give him re mere,
but a green strip would be the greem light to tell you to ge ahead
.and give him some, And that semething of the same sort of an
oxidizing copper strip might be available for use with iatravenous
selutiens. As we did when a patient received intravenous solutien,
we just left the bottle hanging over him se that at a glance you could
tell that the person had received one liter, three liters. If the
person had received sugar, solﬁti@n, salt, plazma, er bloed. But,
again we'd prebably do well te have the period in which they had been
administered those.

President: Did you have enough medical'supplies?‘

A, Yes sir, we did.
Another thing I forget to mentiern was alse during the night we broke

inte our supply ef penieillin and the first class cerpsman shewed one -
of the seaman hew to dilute this with sterile water and. fchis mER pre-
pared a supply of diluted penicillin, and again we sta.r-‘béd a.ll the
men on antibiotics, so that by the time the ether decters frem the
Pavis, and the Surgeons from the carrier came abeard, we could tell
them that all the morphine had heen ta:ken care of. Everyore who was
in sheck had been taken care of. All the people ha@ beer started on

antibilotics as a preventative measure for addietion.

Counsel for the Court: What was the primary cause of death?

A. Primary cause of death on some men was penetxzating‘waunds of chest

and lungs which made it impessible for them to breathe. Would to the

heart, centracting. injury with damege te brain, ©On The Executive

officer, I den't really know because of the way he died. Blanchard,
the man on whem we operated, had massive injuries te his liver and to

his right kidney, and he just died of bloed loss and sheck.

§. DPid you see many burns?

A. ¥We had a moderate mumber of burn injJuries. Neme of which vere

majer burns.

85




-

Q. Was there any substance similar te naplam éausatien?

A. Some persons may have been. I never inquineé of anycrne because
again we had burns ef hands, a few flash burhs of face. But T didn't
treated anyone thet I would think of as having a napalm burn.
President: We have no furiher gquestiens, Pector. We have nothing

bat the highest admiratien far the success which yeu enjoyed. It's

-my understanding that none of these you treated and evacuated has

subsequently died. Is that correct?

A. Thabt is teue, sir.

President: This speaks volumes for ybur professional competence znd
thé_efficacy ef your preliminarj easualty treatment. Let me ask you
one guestion kere that just eccurred te me. What did you de and who
did yeu use te de it te get the dead out of the way so that they
wouldn't ecilutier up your sick bay?

A, Well, anytime we needed one golunteer we'd get ten. That, if
apything had to be dene, peeple to be put on the streitechers, there
were hands everywhere. When we asked for twe piats of bleoed for trams-
fusien, we had peeple on the adjoeining tables vhe vere saying, "if
you need seme, I have this type."”

President: These were people alfeady wounded?

A. These were people already wounded.
“ 5% e arfr'en
Q. What weuld you say about the merale subbributien on the ship during

that trying period of the aetion and person of the G@mman@iﬁguefficer?
A. The Commanding 0fficer at that time was like a roek uper whieh the
rest of the men supported themselves.
grievously weunded, yet having the con and the helm and threugh the
night calling every chasge of course, was the thing that telé the men,
"wye're going te live.” When I went to the bridge and I saw this, T
should say that I knew that I could only imsult this man by suggesting
that he be taken below for treatment of kis wourds. T éidn't even
suggest it. |

. Although it was needed, medically?
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A, Yes sir,
President: Well, Deector, I am very rroud te be wearing the same uniform
that you are. Thank you very muech feor yeur mest 1ﬂformat1ve prefes—
sionally cempetent, illuminating, and very valuable statement. I'm
very grateful te you.
Boeteor: Thank Yyou sir.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

Chief CemmunicationsyTeehnieian Ferocld J. Thempson, U.S. Navy,
took the stand as a witness, was duly swern, edvised of his rights

under Artiele 31, Uniferm Cage of Military Justice and examined as

DIRECT EXAMINATION
Buestiens by counsel for the court:
§. Please state your full name and rate.
A. Hareld Jessie Thampsen, Chief Cemmunleations Technieian, W.S. Navy,
USS LIBERTY AGTR-5.
Q. Do you khew this Ceurt of Inqﬁiry has been convened te ascertain
faets ineldent te the attack en USS LIBERTY?
A, Yes sir. ) .
@. Would yeu please tell this Court the event you reecall of this attack?
A. We had just seeured from general quarters drill and I had gone on
main deck with petty offieer HAROLDP to discuss training and seme of the
attitudes toward training, when I,ﬁear& a rocket cqme.pagt and h&;. At
this time, I wasn't sure it was a rocket. I thought it was a shere
vattery, end I was either knocked down or: T dueked fuiek. Then I got up
and started runming-acr@ss the deeck to repair two lécker vhich is inside .
the forecastle. I was knocked down -again, but made it inside te start
bfeaking out the aamage contrel equipmegt, getting streteher bearers on
deck, and taking steeck of the situstion. The atiack eppeared te last,
I vould ssy about 20 minutes to half an hour. Time is difficult to
iecall. Thén I was -alene and word was ﬁﬁ%ﬁed eﬁer seund pewered—phenes

to PO Qentral to standby for a terpede attack. This was passed twe §§




three times, and I believe itiwas on the first time it #Hs passed that

we got hit. It seemed to tdké& guite awhile for the terpede te hit.

The explegie%iéﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂt toe loud where we were. The deck lifted abeut

a feet 1'd &é:'.y, end then we settled i'ight gway te & starbeard list te.
about tfén degrees. Although at the time it seétn'ed a little greater. |
Then Wwe were sfr&fed at about the same time. I couldn't say whether it
was befere or after by the patrel beats. At first I thought it was the
aemnunition bex ever the repair lecker where the ammunition had gotten
hot and was expleding, then we determined that it was a strafifng attack.
The seund would coupled with my sighting of the torpedo boats later
would inddcate 50 c"a.islber end 40 mm. There were several heles in the
ferecastle and the area ra.round the repéir locker. Hebeody was hit

ingide. Later or the bridge asked for sigmalmen from verious places

on the ship. HNebedy seemed to be availabie .50 I sald T couldn't read
flags but I conld read ligh-’b.‘ They said they didn't need me at this

time and that they wanted me te stay in the repair lecker. Word -was_ ’
pa.sse;i again to standby for ‘l".erpede attack starboard sidg and again

the werd went out Per sigmalmen. Once again I told them I could met
read flags, but if I could be of serviece. I vas msked to reporf tp the
bridge, whieh I did. Wher I got up there, signalman David was attemp%ing
to rig & hand light. I assisted him. We went to the starboerd wing of
the bridge aad cme torpedo boat was making a run straight Bt us off the
starboard beam while the other twe stoed eoff. At the Captain’s direetiens,
David semt, "US Naval Ship" "US Naval Ship.” When they were about 560
yards off, t};ae torpedo boat {:urned. astern and came up en the stern er the
starbeard side and flashed, " do yeu need helpt"

§. Was this before the torpedo hit? r

A. This was after the terpede hit us, and we were surpris:ed by the
attack. The Captain vas givimg us word. He Said, "ne, thank yeu." We
sent this baek te the beat, and our steerihg, was geﬁewhat. erratie éné‘. they
z:ame up o the pert side then. David wemt across, I fellowed him, and

sé.w on the last part ef that mes-éage, David sald, "Do yeu wamnt us to
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stapdby?" I pessed this word te the Captain. He said, “po, thamk yaé.“
We sent thié to thé patrel boat.l They came up aleng port side, I say

roughly 160 yards off, flashed ”geéd luek” and drepped éstern aleng with
tﬁe other two whieh had ceme uﬁ to the sﬁern, te a mile er a mile and a

half back, just about eut of sight. Then they made ene high speed run
a Y-turn and disappefred. That was the last we saw of them. Sherily
to the bridge. It was & card frem the Naval Attache, ¥.S. Naval Attache

in Tel Aviv, asking if we had easualties and could he come abeard. The

Captain signaled to him, "Yes, we did have casualties, and ne, he aia

torpedo attack, before I want to the bridge, there was a pass made by ar
Israell helicopter. ®né of the men in the repair lecker stepped_eutside
thé ferecastle and said it was a heliggpter with a blue‘star en_g_white

shield, I belidffe the colors are, and we determined it te be Isreeli by

finslly went belew for medical assistance. We themn posted a le@keui and
maintained a wateh throughout the right. I was on the bridge off ard on

and on the mess decks.

Counsel for the Ceurt: I have ne furthér qgestions of this witmess.
Does any member have questions of this witness?

President: Have you been to damsge centrel scheol, Chief?

" A, Yes sir. I went the last ir-port peried.

@, How long?

A. I went to eme week basie, and ene week advanced.

Q. Have all eof the research personnel gone #e_damagg”cgntrellgehoel?_{

A. Ne sir. We semt a number, I canft give any figures, but people who
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~direetly astern and somewhere between a qﬁarter and a half mile back made

aftervards, and Israeli helicepter eémé, hovered off the bridge and tried

te hand signal ué, and dropped a rote on the ferecastle which vwas brought

sot vant him to eome omboard.” One time T forgot to mentien is after the

this, I stayed on the bridge with the Captain and signalmen Pavid, vhe

we assigned to repair parties as their_GQ statien, we sent them to either
fire fighting or damsge cemtrel school. We have te have a damage contrel

petty efficer in research, and we have ome in each waich sectien, semetimes
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two, and these people we always send to DC school and the others when we
can, to i1l out the ship's guotas for f;re fighting school.

Q. What was the condition of the Captaj,t:l during the period you were on
the.bridge? | '

A, When I arrived on the bridge, the Cgftain was lying on the deck by his
chair on the port wing of the bridge wig? his ﬁgﬁ?

applying & tourniquet. It seemed to me & /%5[0 He was
perfectly rational, in command. He asked for the Executive Officer to
report to the bridge and was told the quwas wounded, and he said, or
indicated that he got tke message. The Captain stayed on the bridge all
night and propped himself in his chair. ‘He'd get up pericdically to insure
eirculation.

President: Thank you very much, Chief, I certainly appreciate your
kindness. \

Chief Thompson: Thank you very much, s%;.

The witness was duly warred and withdreg.

=30




Carl Francis LAMKTN, GTC, USN, took the stamd as a ﬁtne.ss, was duly swern,
warned~of Artiele 31, under the Uniferm Code- of Military Justiece and .

| DIRECT EXAMINATION -

Questioms by ecounsel for the court:

Q. S-t‘a:""bEES your name, rank, organizatien and place of duby?

A. Gazl FPradcis LAMKIN, €TC, USN :

. TYouw are gware Chief that this Geurt of °
sseeFtein the facts concerming the atteck om the USS LIBERTY on 8 June 1967.

testified as fellows:

Ingadry hes been conwened to e

Would -you please relate what toeok place on that day?

A, Yes, sir, I was seeured from GQ drill si‘afa:-v‘t‘iy ‘before the attack and at
the time of the attack I was in the disbumsimg-office, I noticed the initial
shoek end irmediately hesded for my G stetion whieh is repair three., As

I was going te my GQ stabien the word was passed: that we were being attacked |
by aireraft. Upon arriving to my G statdom I immediately started dis-
pensing the gear, settlimg the men down. ' '

6. Your GQ. station is where?

A. Repair Three. After there we got tegs—ishgfr;; e had the ,.m'_en lay low on
the deck, you could hegr the strafing. At this time the word was passed that
they had & fire in shaft alley énd T took. appr@ﬂiawbgly' f?aur men- and went
down to shaft alley. The fire in shaft a,-l}zey‘-wa:s;«-*ﬂn&ér contrel im a matter
ing: for stretcher bearers

of mimutes. When I came bhack up they were ecal
sud the men were dispensed for that. At thi#‘time they said they hed a fire |
on thebridge in the moter #hale boat and theywere ealling fer assistance.

I took-repair three alpha plus seme other men -fhat were there and headed for -
the motor whale boat. As I 1w‘na,:s up en deck, portsitde by the U boat I was
- Imo¢kedrdown by some sort of explogion. I got upvend went up and the men
were aﬂ.ready fighting the fire ir the whale boat. It was pretty welll

As I was stapding there we were strafed agsain and

destroyed at the time.
I den't refrenbar-his identity, he was

one ofthe men te my left fell.
pickedsup and drug inside. I turned to run forward when I came-géross the
body of Mr. Toth who was pretty well messed up: T remember g&b’tﬁng kHnd of
siek at my stommeh for a second or se. At thHis time I remenmber they had the .
fire pretiy well under econtrol. I went back downr-te my G which is repsir
three. - T don't réfimber any of the time lapse: during that time. but I do

cihg to prepare for a torpede- attack starboard side. I

remember them aungur
told the men to brage themselwvas, to lay down on the deck if at all pessible.
The torpeéde hit, it seemsd like it W”a.-s quite & while before the terpede a.et-uglﬂ-y
hit apd the time we were told te prepare ourselves. The -torpede hit, there
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was an explosiomn, immediate smoke.and immedimte list. Again we- sent parties

| formard to investigate the resulting damaze:«se on and so forth, andrany

| agsistanee that was. needed. At this. time T went back up, I was goirmg to
radio centrel I asged;‘ the men-there if amy kind of message had gotten out
and they $hid 1t bad. I asked them if they had means of commenication there
and they said they hadn' a voiece transmitter they ¢ould key there in the
blind. They weren't keyimg it at the time. I told them to keep keying it
in the blind as oftem as possible. They immediately did s0. From shls
time on I just spent most of my time from repair three and the raddo. trans?
mitter reom. There was: quite 5. time lapse, I df@ﬁ}’“t remember exactly how
long. The thing. I do. remember is I started out the door amd T could hear
&he motor terpede beats or at least éme of them 40 our pert side. I leeked
out, but all I could see was the top of it. I immediately came back in amd
teld the men to hit the deck. There was no firing or amything like this
which Sui!pris,ect.me, because ab.the 'bimé‘ I figured they were just comimg im
to. Pindsh-us off, Again, I say 1 den*‘t remember the  time lapse, but I was
in there gquite awhile when L 1 heard a.ircra.ft. They first snnounced that en
aireraft was comimg in our area. I told all men te stay inside and keep

Iow. ,
Q. How did your men.reactto this?

A. The men re‘ﬁiiiﬁad fant‘a.’é-ti-c ss far es I'm concerned im the repair. party.
We. had- rme%k tha.tm‘"nad never had experience befare. There wes one. eccasion
where:.a. me®n pan_cked on me, he starbed erying ancl sereaming. i, ga,ve him a
hit, and he came out ef it. I remswber seeing ome boy throwing up. He had
evidently  seen.one of the bedies thiat the;y ha.d brought dewn:. Other than

omse: was exesllent. Thera geemed te be natur

jexpeet;ibut ne panie.
Counszel: fer '&he Cemrh Very goed;, are there any gquestiems. from members of
the Court?. . ‘

Exseiicntis * {RRgS et Jen tell ne with a ldttle more detail, chief, sbout
this: keyine ‘Bhe ._.uansmitter‘? Tho:was inm- there in charge?

A, I canﬂ*'b&rum, é€r-his name: sir, our’ secend class radiemen, Iim serry,
I can't t"“l} -;..,_K._e,-;f hinr?.namea. I remenber: the - man exp_licitly,,,_ he wes in there,
TR R I’*‘%“’f“ rediomenyin there, there was alse an ET in there,

| eringﬁththeme““ ranemit jers, They teold me they hed them trans-

e giesdtge: had. gotten oty The-ET was deing everything possible

checking, the.grious: transmitters. They only hed.eme: thet wes cdpable of

transmitting voice at that 't‘il;'lef:. I add: teld them ‘Ee» keePkeyIng e e

ganitaen,, Haeh time-he was keyimg it he noted that he was keying in the

blind.
Q. Buk e receivers?
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- (st Yes siw, ne z;e'ee;ivers... He: did keep: trydng it continwously.

Q. What was: he transmitting"’ | : '

A. The exact words, I can®™t remefiber bub he: was trspswmititding, I den't
remember the eail, h‘.é. was tratxsmf't‘ﬁ 9g: that we were under attsek, we had
been attacked by airersft, we haf sustaified a terpede. hit, aiid the ldst

I believe of the ship. Counsel for the Court: DBid you hear eny reporft
'of the pogsible Jamingrzfef the - Emither?

A. Yes, sir I 44d. I Heard tH igter from Radicmen Chief: He sAdd
‘that definitely that he had nogiies thgt. the jemming was so 1@11:1 that, the
Jepming: was: so doud that: he thenight, &t Plost tha:b it was our transmithers
which were mslfinctioning but he Hotsd, regardiess of fiegiuency, this leud
Jemming nGise. At that time we werentt awa:re of what they were transmistting
@t rédio central. This 1s one reafén«I' stressed the faet that the men keep
transmittings Mr. Feingensénh: Do you know Chief what eireuit they were

trying: to-yransmit. on, which met they were on?
A& Wo sir T .don®t, all I dméw is that: it-was voice trapsmission smd I

wnat, ref

Eresi éntis :
@ 4 ,  spaces?

‘A« 'Fhe researeh ‘vsp"a'eé:s""up- i‘erwarel, I-believe thet is regedr twe sir, Bub-
il eirer-; I had repsir three men up

Ee. alzaha,, urhieh is an asgist parbty. They were dis-

'é-i'*tfw,_ass up thers aa?:tax_-th‘ea?tze@e&o; hit? Would that

1

-Kave . beenr ‘repair 'bwe‘?
K Wes c‘iispersed tepair thrée then, immedlately, I was trying to think
beganse. ngh‘bf wfferowe: su‘s‘bainedwthe hft, I beﬂ.ieve it was. pe“bty ofificer

Neeee,: whlch s ome of damage control petty oat‘ficers. I have two dgmage

. contirol, petity -6fficers, pe’tty ot ;ilr Hedce Bnd Smith, end. te: my reeoliee~
n . ‘sndwéht. up. there.

#ilon it ‘was Neeée:who grabbed the mi
‘Presidient’s THanksyou very mery much. We esrtainly appreciamte your

Eindress.
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The next witness will be Chief Wayne Smith. ‘
Chief Wayne Smith, United States Navy, took the stand as a witness, was
duly sworn, advised of his rights und;r Article 51,.Unifefm Cede of
Military:Justice and examimed as fellows: '

g E’ DIRECT EXAMINATION
Counsel for téﬁ%ﬁbyrt: State'your name, rate, and preéent duty station,
A. Wayne L. Smith, RMC, duty station aboard the USS LIBERTY.
Q. Chief Smith, as you know, this Court of Imguiry is investigating the
eireumstances of the attack on the USS LIBERTY on 8 Jume 1967, Will you
please tell this"Coéurt the faets that you recall on that date?
A. Yes si¥. On"thdt date at approximately 1400 lecal time, ﬁe had
heard a loud blast. I was in radie cemtral at the time with my second
¢lass whe was on wateh at the time, We immediately set Zulu and elesed
the ﬁorthele covers, and as soonr as we had gotten them elosed, the second
blast sounded and the word was passed on the IMC te pass ever hicom that we
were being attacked, to any station. I immediately plecked up the hicem
transmitter whith was on UIC 32, auxillary radio. We started te transmit
with it., No statien heard us, and five minutes or se later the
transmitter was reported te have bleown owt, T immediately switched to a
work two transmifter in the transmititer reom, and we couldn't get out on
that either, so, in between attacks by this time, I had went down to
transmitter room_ané;} feund or diseévered that somebedy had accidently
knecked the frequeney dial one KC off., I corrected this and ram back
to the'rad;e shack and we got hold of stations schematies on which we
passed the attack message. e did authenticate, and- he authenticated
correctly because he got a reger for it, my second class, Immediately
after that, after we passed the word on the hridge that the message had
got out, we had a power failure, After the power failure, I discovered
that my eentrocl lines, remote lines were discénnected or in some way
ineperabie, so we passed control en the transmitter direet, but.we still '

maintained. a receiver on hieoem. From that time on we passed all our

traffie from the transmitter room and at 1227 they took centrel.




Wiyt

Counsel for the Court: Did you have oceasion to see the natienal eolors

flying?.

A, Yeg sir. At the time I ran out of the ;adie eentral space to the
transmitter room.

Q. What time was this?

A. I would say about 1é25, this was about twe minutes either way. And

this was Zulu time because I'm basing it on the log here. T had occasion

" to look at it because I was under the impression we were being attacked

by WAR, and I wanted to see, and by the ﬁime thatlrepert came down to us
from the bridge that they:were Isralites, T wanted to cheek myselfl
personally to see 1if our flag was flying because I couldn™t understand
it. For seme reasen I saw the flag flying at that time. If: this was

the origimal flag or net, I do net kmew sir.

. gounsel for the Court: I ask you if you have with you teday im your

custody the radio log for the Bth of Jume 1967 for the USS LIBERTY?
A. Yes six, I de. I have the originél ieg from 1227Z on, and I have the
smooth log covering the total time at 1158Z. A% this time, from 11582

ta 1227Z, it is a reeonstruction and we did net keep a log im radioe

gentral.

‘ Counsel for the Court: Reguest the reeorder mark the eriginal radie leg

exhibit pumber 23, and the smooth log exhibit number 24. I now request
that they be admitted inte evidence and request‘yeu read the pertinent
times to the Coﬁrt.

A, In eur log O430Z was the last entry, oen hicom log. At 1158Z is when
o ke SN e sty G R ISR, W sstetd b D=
precedence to this message. AY 1200Z ROCK STAﬁ was called by schematic
saying "you are garbled". "Say again”. IWe repeated three times to them
that we'were under attaék. .At 12047 ﬁe had to switch tramsmitters. We
called at 12087 schematic and repeated three times that we were under

attaek, Immediately after 1208%Z, still in the same minute, they'rogered

for the message. At 1209Z we repeated again we are under attaek and

. this time we added "we need immediate assistance". At this time schematie

asked ROCK STAR for authentieatien, at which time we gave them the eorrect

~
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authentication., At 1214Z they regered that. About 12177 we called
schematic again éaying "we advised that we have been hit by teorpede,
listing abéut 9 degrees; request immediate assistance®. At 12207 this
message was received and rogered for., At 12247 three unidentified
aireraft approached the ship, We teld this to sechematic. At 12272
they rogered for that message and that's when we had our péwer failure,
We immediately shifted to the tramsmitter reom.

Assistant Counsel for the Court: Which hicom?

Q. You're sure chief - the CINCUSNAVEUR hicom net - E4.4%

Ap Yes Sir' El‘.'l{..

At 12337 we had placed the emergeney destruetion bill in effect and I
took it upon myself, not h%ving any &ommunications with the bridge, fo
held emergency destruetien. I oﬁly stafted emergeney destructioen on
phaserl and phase 2, which does not imelude unelassified matter, It

only ineluded RPS material that I had en hand. Well, we started tec burm,
and then the word came down frem‘the bridge, finally, that thefe wgs
never any order given to deo this, so I had them halt and replaeed all the
ashes and the foreign material in the'weighfed bags.

@, Did you throw anything over the side?

A, No sir, ‘Nothing was thrown over thelside.‘ T have everything that

we had up there, From 12337 until 15232 no signals were sent or received
via hicom. All the traffic that we wanted to get out was out by the

time the attack was over, At,lBSS power was restered, passed éewn from
radio central that the phene was ineperable and we shifted the ébntrol

to transmitter room complete., By this I mean we had the receiier
earlier. We gave them the reeeiver too.

Q. Did you note any Jjamming on the hicom cireuit?

A, Yes sir. We did have Jjamming in my estimatioﬁ. I was wnable to
determine this exactly, but evefy time it seems when an atyggk was made
on us, or a strafing run, 1t was‘pregeded by, anywhere fro@ 25 tg 30

seconds, carrier en eur hicom eircuit, and I had ascertaimned te cheek

o
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Selatl
this by calling the transmitter room and they said that they had net
keyed the transmitter., This prevailed during the attack and guite a bit
after the attack, intermittently.

Assistant Counsel for the Court: Chief, ean you tell me ordimarily what

eirenits are you nermally up on?

A. We're normally up en hicom, S earry S00KCS receive enly for
distreés and our 245.@ and 121,5 distress. Omn this oecasion w; had 339.%
set up, which, I'm net sure what frequency it is but 1t"s a COMSIXTHFET
frqueney.

Q. This is in addition to the hicom?

=

A, This is in additien te the hieom, yes. And we did have 277.8 fleet

common up at the time,

Q. How do you normall&lhandle yoﬁr ship-shore traffie_£hat’s classified?
A, All traffic went out from down below except those‘they eauldn*t’get |
on regular skeds. In whieh ease they wquld;eff;line and we weuld send
them out €W and this was no schedule, this was.just on a case basis.

}. . The ship*s general coﬁmunieation spaces doesn™ have en-line
capability?

A. Ne sir; they pass all traffie frem‘dewn beleW'én these cirecuits.

Q, What do you mean by down below?

A, Izmean erypto one and erypto tﬁé. They had the egquipment,

g, I assume you copy fleet broadeasts in your spaces?

A, NXe sir, we do not, They copy fleet broadecasts dowﬁ below.

Q. De you knew when the ship shifted froleR:to JR?

A. -‘This T have mo knowledge of at all. |

@. Yeu said that at the time 1204, T understeod you said that prier te
that time you had transmitted an attack report to schematic?

A, Yes sir. | |

Q. Did they aclknowledge?

A. T am not able te say fight NOW,

Q. And you said that you did not authenticate under initial transmission?




o

A, Ne sir, we did not.

@. Authentication toock place at time 12142

A. That's when they regered for it, yes sif. We aunthenticated at 1269,
Q. Were you challenged? )

A. Yes sir, we were éhailenged by schematic,

Q. And at 1214 they rogered for ypur authemticatien?'

A, Yes sir. The first rogered transmissioen was at time 1268 and the
first rogered duthenticated transmission was at time 1214 on the
CTHCUSNAVEER hicom net between LIBERTY and schematic ::.GTU 66.2.9,
Counsel for the Court: As Counsel for the Court, T hereby submit exhibit
number 25, which is a stafément by Captain R. L, Arthur, 3ixth Fleet
Maintenance (@fficer. I now offer 1t into evidence and will read it.
. # preliﬁihary esﬁimate ef‘thé time requiréd to make permanent
éhell repairs and repairsfto necessary associated interier strength

members 1s twe te three weeks.

2, A firm estimate will regquire a detailed survey, not expected %o

commence until 15 June,”




THIRD DAY
Let the record show that the Gount reconvened at 0826 on 15 June 1967,
snd the first witss having already been' swern and duly warned will be
Eugene Aiken Platzek. Commander would ybu be kind enough to state your
name, rank, and duty statien.
A, Eugene Ajken Platzek, Caimander, United States Navy, 433315. Counsel
for the Court: Cammander this. Geurt is convened to leck into the prier
eircumstances and a.-ﬁfbema.th_jmattens related to the inecident involﬁng the
USS LIBERTY on 8 June 1967. It is the Court's understanding that you
arrived at the sceme Iin Malta in & technieal capaeif&y. If that is correet,
will you tell the Court the capacity in whieh you are currently on board?
A, TI'm currently on board as the representative of tfxe Director of the
Naval Seecurity Group, OP94G, and I am part of the Task Force 100, de-

signated as 100.4, under Captain Carl M. Smith.

' President: Commander, the First gqueastien this morning, we Will handle

seperately and introduce this part of your evidence inte the medical per-

tien of the report. Inmorder te provide a record that is not disjeinted,
we will introduce you a second time, fermally, and iala;ce that 'tes-timény
in the material si@e #&f this is agreeable with you?

A, This is a.greeai;le. ‘

Q; The first and only‘g_ue.stion, then, relative to the ﬁxedical side has to

dde with your perse;-im contimning participation in the recovery of these ia

e rtments which_'were flooded by the torpede e@loai-eﬁ and the guestien
goes like this -- You were in the space the whoele time assisting In the
recovery of the remains, .'.l‘his was from my personsl observation., Frem
these remalns recovered by you vwhat in' your Judgmant wa[s the possibility

of any of those remains having been alive after the initial torpedo

explosion? _
A, There was no possibility of aay beimg alive after the initial torpedo

explosion.
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