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1. Memo from DoD Armed Forces Tax Council on Home-to-Work Transportation & 
SJA Certification for Senior DoD Members. 
 
There are certain income tax implications of employer-provided home-to-work 
transportation when DoD dedicates a vehicle for the exclusive use of a single employee 
member.  Certain high-ranking officials may be provided home-to-work transportation for 
security reasons.  Please note that this is not to be confused with the DoD vehicles from a 
motor pool that are available for use by other employees.   
 
LTC Evan Stone, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (P&R) and Executive 
Director of the Armed Forces Tax Council, wrote the attached information paper which 
discusses the taxable, non-deductable nature of such home-to-work transportation which 
is treated as taxable wages or salary.  
 
The substantive changes from last year are: (1) standard mileage rate is 51 cents (1/1/11 
to 6/30/11) and 55.5 cents (7/1/11 to 12/31/11) and (2) valuation of trucks for cents-per-
mile rule increased from $16,000 to $16,200. The passenger auto value of $15,300 
remained the same as in 2010.  See Footnotes 6 and 10 in the attached information paper. 
 
Staff Judge Advocates to senior DoD members who are provided home-to-work 
transportation are required to (1) certify that these fringe benefits were authorized, (2) 
certify the value of these benefits and (3) submit the appropriate taxable gross income 
amounts to the servicing DFAS central site at least one per year.  Please see the attached 
memo for specific guidance. 
 
Also attached is a sample home-to-work memo for use by a Staff Judge Advocate to 
document these fringe benefits for DFAS.  Memos should be sent to Ms. Charri Cephus-
Long at DFAS.  She can be reached at (216) 204-4355 and via email at 
charri.cephus@dfas.mil.  
 
For more information on taxable fringe benefits, please see Publication 15-B, Employers 
Tax Guide to Fringe Benefits at: http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p15b.pdf.  
 
2. FEMA Disaster Area Designations and Amendments for Louisiana, New Mexico, 
Virginia, Nebraska and Connecticut. 
 
On December 6, 2011, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced 
additional counties in five states that qualify for assistance from the Federal government 
as a result of severe weather, an earthquake, and Tropical Storm Lee. 
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LOUISIANA: Taxpayers in East Feliciana, Jefferson, Lafourche, Plaquemines, St. 
Bernard, St. Charles, Terrebonne, and West Feliciana areas are eligible for assistance 
from the federal government under the Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
USC 5121) as a result of Tropical Storm Lee, which began on September 1, 2011 
(FEMA-4015-DR). Accordingly, taxpayers in those parishes who sustained losses 
attributable to the disaster may deduct the losses on their 2010 federal income tax returns. 
 
NEW MEXICO:  (FEMA-4047-DR). Taxpayers in Cibola and Sandoval Counties and the 
Pueblo of Acoma and the Pueblo of Santa Clara who sustained losses attributable to 
flooding that began August 19, 2011 may deduct the losses on their 2010 returns. 
 
VIRGINIA:  Taxpayers in Caroline, Essex, Fairfax, King and Queen, King George, 
Prince William and Westmoreland and the independent City of Alexandria counties who 
sustained losses attributable to Tropical Storm Lee beginning September 8, 2011, may 
deduct the losses on their 2010 returns (FEMA-4045-DR). 
 
CONNECTICUT: Taxpayers in Fairfield, Hartford, Litchfield, Middlesex, New Haven, 
Tolland, and Windham counties who sustained losses attributable to severe storm 
beginning October 29, 2011 may deduct the losses on their 2010 returns (FEMA-4046-
DR). 
 
VIRGINIA NOTICE AMENDED: A November 4, 2011 notice (FEMA-4042-DR) in 
which certain areas in Virginia resulting from an earthquake during the period of August 
23 to October 25, 2011, were determined to be eligible for assistance under the Act.  
Taxpayers in Spotsylvania County who sustained losses attributable to the disaster may 
deduct them on their 2010 returns. 
 
NEBRASKA NOTICE AMENDED: A November 18, 2011 notice (FEMA-4013-DR) in 
which certain areas in Nebraska were determined to be eligible for assistance under the 
Act has also been amended. Taxpayers in the following counties who sustained losses 
attributable to the disaster may deduct them on their 2010 returns: Thurston County, 
including the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska and Iowa. 
 
For additional information and resources, please visit FEMA at:  
http://www.fema.gov/index.shtm.   
 
3. Illinois Department of Revenue Permits Joint Returns for Couples in Civil 
Unions. 
 
The Illinois Department of Revenue reached an agreement with civil rights organizations 
that will permit same-sex couples in civil unions to file their state income tax returns 
jointly. The new policy, which will be available to taxpayers for the 2011 tax year, 
represents a reversal from the department's previous legal interpretation with respect to 
the Illinois Religious Freedom Protection and Civil Union Act (Public Act 96-1513). 
Civil rights groups said the change makes Illinois the tenth state, together with 
Washington, D.C., to permit same-sex couples to file joint state tax returns. 
 
For full text of the civil union law, see http://pub.bna.com/fl/0961513.pdf.  
 
4.  Points of contact.   
 
For questions or comments about this TIM, or if you have information you would like us 
to make available to your LA colleagues, please contact Code 16.  Our contact 
information is in the sidebar.     
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