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SOLOMON ISLANDS 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Dec 78  Delimitation of Marine 

Waters Act, No. 32  
12nm  Affirmed rights of navigation and 

overflight, in normal modes, in sea lanes 
and air routes through archipelagic and 
adjacent territorial waters; authorized 
designation of sea lanes and air routes. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Dec 78  Act No. 32   Enabling legislation for archipelagic 
baselines. 

  Aug 79  Legal Notice No. 41, 
Declaration of 
Archipelagic Baselines  

 Established 5 archipelagic baseline 
systems around 5 groups of islands. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Aug 79  Act No. 32  200nm  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ Aug 79  Act No. 32  200nm  EEZ. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Sep 88  Agreement   Sea and seabed boundaries agreement 

with Australia. 
 

 Jan 89  Agreement   Agreement with Papua New Guinea. 
  

 Nov 90  Agreement   Agreement with France (New Caledonia). 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 82    Signed Convention. 

 
 Jun 97   Ratified Convention; bound by Part XI 

Agreement. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE LEGISLATION 
 
Following is the text of Legal Notice No. 41, Declaration of Archipelagic Baselines of 20 August 1979, establishing the Solomon Islands 
archipelagic baseline system under the Delimitation of Marine Waters Act No. 32 of 1978. 
 
In exercise of the powers conferred by section 4(2) of the Delimitation of Marine Waters Act, 1978, the Prime Minister hereby declares that 
the points between which straight baselines are to be drawn for the purpose of determining the outermost limits of the archipelagic waters 
and the innermost limits of the territorial sea of the archipelagos of Solomon Islands shall be those geographical co-ordinates specified 
below. 
 

TABLE C1.T231. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM: 

THE MAIN GROUP ARCHIPELAGO 
 

SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM:  THE MAIN GROUP ARCHIPELAGO 

POINT AREA LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE EAST CHART 

1. On the reef 06°59.2' 155°31.75' 3419 

2. On west coast of Mono I. 07°23.85' 155°31.2' 3419 

3. At Laifa Point 07°25.1' 155°31.6' 3419 

4. On west coast of Sterline I. 07°27.2' 155°33.1' 3419 
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SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM:  THE MAIN GROUP ARCHIPELAGO 

POINT AREA LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE EAST CHART 

5. At Cape Satisfaction 08°18.4' 156°31.1' 3419 

6. Rendova I. 08°43.15' 157°20.0' 3416 

7. On Rendova I. 08°44.25' 157°23.0' 3416 

8. On Tetepari I. 08°47.75' 157°37.75' 3416 

9. Off South I. 08°48.7' 157°45.9' 3416 

10. Off East I. 08°48.5' 157°49.0' 3416 

11. At Masaubaga Point 09°42.6' 159°42.4' 1469 

12. Off Cape Hunter 09°47.7' 159°49.1' 1469 

13. Off Koliula Point 09°49.7' 160°03.1' 1469,3404 

14. On San Cristobal I. 10°35.3' 161°30.7' 3412 

15. At Cape Howu 10°40.1' 161°37.1' 3412 

16. Off Cape Sydney 10°45.9' 161°46.8' 3412 

17. On the reef 10°47.25' 161°51.0' 3412 

18. On Sta. Catalina I. 10°54.2' 162°27.0' 3412 

19. At S.E. Point of Sta.Catalina I. 10°54.0' 162°28.0' 3412 

20. On Sta. Ana I. 10°50.0' 162°28.5' 3412 

21. On Ulawa I. 09°43.4' 161°59.5' 3412 

22. At Ngora Ngora Point 09°42.5' 161°58.9' 3412 

23. At Cape Arsacides 08°37.55' 161°00.7' 3404 

24. Off Nadi I. 07°52.4' 160°38.2' 3403 

25. Off Nadi I. 07°52.1' 160°37.15' 3403 

26. Off Cape Megapode 07°45.2' 158°57.45' 3403 

27. Off Papatura Ite. I. 07°34.75' 158°47.2' 3402 

28. Off Omona I. 07°29.5' 158°40.4' 3402 

29. Off North Gijunabeana I. 07°28.6' 158°38.8' 3402 

30. Off Suki I. 07°18.4' 158°04.7' 3402 

31. Off Malaengari 06°38.15' 156°39.25' 3419 

32. Off Cape Alexander 06°35.5' 156°31.9' 3419 

33. Off Pemba Inlet 06°34.7' 156°27.75' 3419 

34. On Oema Atoll 06°37.8' 156°06.0' 3419 

35. On Ovau I. 06°46.8' 155°59.3' 3419 

36. On Maifu I. 06°54.45' 155°49.75' 3419 

37. On the reef 06°58.9' 155°31.85' 3419 
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TABLE C1.T232. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM: 
THE RENNELL, BELLONA, AND INDISPENSABLE REEF ATOLL ARCHIPELAGO 

 

SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM:   
THE RENNELL, BELLONA, AND INDISPENSABLE REEF ATOLL ARCHIPELAGO 

POINT AREA LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE EAST CHART 

38. Off Bellona I. 11°16.1' 159°44.9'  208 

39. On North Reef 12°19.0' 160°03.1'  208 

40. On Middle Reef 12°39.8' 160°17.0'  208 

41. On South Reef 13°00.0' 160°33.0'  208 

42. On South Reef 13°02.5' 160°36.0'  208 

43. On South Reef 13°00.1' 160°38.5'  208 

44. On Rennell I. 11°51.2' 160°39.1'  208 

45. On Rennell I. 11°42.8' 160°29.7'  208 

46. On Bellona I. 11°17.1' 159°48.8'  208 

47. On Bellona I. 11°16.3' 159°46.7'  208 

Thence to Point 38 above. 

 
TABLE C1.T233. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM: 
JAVA GROUP ARCHIPELAGO 

 

SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM:  JAVA GROUP ARCHIPELAGO 

POINT AREA LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE EAST CHART 

48. Off Kengo I. 05°24.7' 159°12.05'  214 

49. Off Kiloma I. 05°28.65' 159°16.8'  214 

50. Off Alunga I. 05°31.6' 159°33.8'  214 

51. Off Ngikolo I. 05°31.35' 159°38.9'  214 

52. Off Akoo I. 05°31.55' 159°40.5'  214 

53. Off Luaniua I. 05°28.95' 159°43.0'  214 

54. On Nuika I. 05°23.1' 159°42.5'  214 

55. On the reef 05°02.1' 159°23.1'  214 

56. On the reef 05°00.7' 159°18.6'  214 

57. On the reef 05°02.0' 159°16.0'  214 

58. On the reef 05°07.65' 159°12.9'  214 

59. On the reef 05°21.5' 159°10.85'  214 

60. Off Nguhakai I. 05°23.4' 159°11.0'  214 

Thence to Point 48 above. 
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TABLE C1.T234. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM: 
THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGO 

 

SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM:   
THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGO 

POINT AREA LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE EAST CHART 

61. At Cape Boscawen 10°49.85' 165°45.1'   17 

62. On Astrolabe Reefs 11°43.9' 166°49.9'   17 

63. On Astrolabe Reefs 11°44.5' 166°51.15'   17 

64. On Astrolabe Reefs 11°45.05' 166°54.3'   17 

65. On Boussole Reef 11°43.8' 166°59.4'   17 

66. Off Astrolabe Point 11°42.45' 167°01.7'   17 

67. Off North East Passage 11°36.05' 167°01.2'   17 

68. On Temoa I. 10°15.5' 166°22.65'   17 

69. Off Nufiloli I. 10°10.55' 166°17.8'   17 

70. Off Nukapu I. 10°04.1' 166°02.75'   17 

71. Off Nupani I. 10°01.9' 165°42.9'   17 

72. Off Nupani I. 10°02.2' 165°42.3'   17 

73. Off Nupani I. 10°05.65' 165°41.65'   17 

74. Off Nemba 10°46.95' 165°44.8'   17 

75. Off Nemba 10°47.9' 165°45.0'   17 

Thence to Point 61 above. 

 
TABLE C1.T235. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM: 
THE DUFF ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGO 

 

SOLOMON ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGIC BASELINE SYSTEM: 
THE DUFF ISLANDS ARCHIPELAGO 

POINT AREA LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE EAST CHART 

76. On Tuleki I. 09°45.35' 167°03.6'   17 

77. On Papa I. 09°48.6' 167°05.8'   17 

78. Off Taumako I. 09°53.6' 167°10.5'   17 

79. On Loteva I. 09°55.8' 167°14.8'   17 

80. On the Islet 09°55.05' 167°14.8'   17 

81. On Taumako I. 09°52.05' 167°11.55'   17 

82. On the Islet 09°46.5' 167°05.3'   17 

83. On Tuleki I. 09°45.55' 167°04.1'   17 

Thence to Point 76 above. 
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MARITIME BOUNDARY AGREEMENTS 
 

SOLOMON ISLANDS - AUSTRALIA 
 
The following is extracted from the September 1988 Agreement Establishing Certain Sea and Sea-bed Boundaries between the Solomon 
Islands and Australia. 
 

Article 1 
1.  Seaward of Australian reefs in the Coral Sea on the one hand and Solomon Island reefs on the other hand, the line of delimitation 
between the Australian Fishing Zone and the Solomon Islands Exclusive Economic Zone and between areas of continental shelf over which 
each State respectively exercises sovereign rights in accordance with international law lies along the geodesics connecting the following 
points, defined by their coordinates, in the order stated: 
 

TABLE C1.T236. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - AUSTRALIA MARITIME BOUNDARY COORDINATES 

 

POINT LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE EAST 

U 14° 04' 00" 157° 00' 00" 

V 14° 41' 00" 157° 43' 00" 

R1 15° 44' 07" 158° 45' 39" 

 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - FRANCE (NEW CALEDONIA) 

 
The following is extracted from the November 1990 Agreement between the Solomon Islands and France (New Caledonia). 
 

Article 1 
1)  The line of delimitation of maritime areas between the Solomon Islands and the French Republic is the line which lies along the 
loxodromes connecting the point defined by their coordinates as follows. 
 

TABLE C1.T237. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - FRANCE (NEW CALEDONIA) MARITIME BOUNDARY 

 

POINT LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE EAST 

23 15° 44' 07" 158° 45' 39" 

24 16° 07' 37" 160° 14' 54" 

25 15° 12' 17" 162° 19' 26" 

26a 14° 50' 03" 163° 10' 00" 

 
2)  This line is approximately equidistant between the Solomon Islands and the French Republic in the vicinity of New Caledonia. 
 

Article 2 
The line described in article 1 of this Agreement shall be the maritime boundary between the areas referred to in this article in which the 
parties exercise, or will exercise, in accordance with international law, any sovereign rights or jurisdiction. 
 

SOLOMON ISLANDS - PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
 
The following is extracted from the January 1989 Agreement between the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea concerning Sovereignty, 
Maritime and Seabed Boundaries. 
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Annex 1 
Territorial Sea, Maritime and Seabed Boundaries 

 
The boundary line referred to in paragraph 1 of Article 2 of the Treaty shall be a continuous line— 
 

TABLE C1.T238. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS - PAPUA NEW GUINEA MARITIME BOUNDARY 

 

POINT LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE EAST 

9 04° 08' 32" 162° 48' 07" 

10 04° 45' 05" 160° 28' 49" 

11 04° 52' 18" 158° 14' 07" 

12 06° 33' 00" 156° 02' 09" 

13 06° 39' 30" 156° 02' 23" 

14 06° 50' 50" 155° 55' 23" 

15 06° 55' 33" 155° 41' 37" 

16 06° 55' 33" 155° 35' 38" 

17 07° 14' 48" 155° 06' 44" 

18 08° 08' 06" 154° 35' 08" 

19 11° 22' 26" 157° 09' 40" 

20 12° 26' 11" 157° 36' 03" 

21 14° 04' 04" 157° 02' 18" 

 




