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SINGAPORE 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA 1878  Territorial Waters 

Jurisdiction Act  
3nm  U.K. colonial legislation. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ  Apr 66  Fisheries Act, No. 14    Fishing zone; extensive authority to 

prescribe limits, licensing, and regulations. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATION  

Jan 71  Prevention of Pollution of 
the Sea, Act No. 3  

Territor-
ial Sea 

Implemented the International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution in the Sea 
by Oil of 1954. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Aug 74  Agreement   Territorial sea boundary agreement with 

Indonesia EIF. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 82    Signed Convention. 

 
  Nov 94    Ratified Convention; bound by Part XI 

Agreement. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
MARITIME BOUNDARY AGREEMENT 
 

SINGAPORE - INDONESIA 
 
Excerpts from the agreement and the comments following it are extracted from Limits in the Seas, No. 60, "Territorial Sea Boundary: 
Indonesia-Singapore” of 11 November 1974.  Indonesia and Singapore signed a territorial sea boundary agreement on 25 May 1973.  
Indonesia ratified the agreement on 3 December 1973; Singapore ratified the agreement on 29 August 1974. 
 
The agreement provides in part: 
 
1.  The boundary line of the territorial seas of the Republic of Indonesia and the Republic of Singapore in the Strait of Singapore shall be a 
line, consisting of straight lines drawn between points, the co-ordinates of which are as follows: 
 

TABLE C1.T229. 
SINGAPORE - INDONESIA MARITIME BOUNDARY COORDINATES 

 

POINTS LATITUDE NORTH LONGITUDE EAST 

1 1°10'46".0 103°40'14".6 

2 1°07'49".3 103°44'26".5 

3 1°10'17".2 103°48'18".0 

4 1°11'45".5 103°51'35".4 

5 1°12'26".1 103°52'50".7 

6 1°16'10".2 104°02'00".0 

 
U.S. ANALYSIS 
 
The analysis of the Indonesia-Singapore territorial sea boundary has been based upon a plotting of the coordinates on DMAHC Chart 
N.O.71242, 17th ed., August 1963, revised October 21,1970. 
 
Indonesia claims a 12 nm territorial sea dating from 1957.  Singapore's 3 nm territorial sea claim dates from 1957.   
 



DoD 2005.1-M 
 

 
 

549 

The territorial sea boundary extends for a distance of 24.55 nm.  The average distance between the turning points is 4.91 nm; the minimum 
is 1.35 nm; the maximum is 9.85 nm.  The water depths along the territorial sea boundary range from 12 to 25 fathoms, with an average 
depth of 17.83 fathoms. 
 
Three of the six territorial sea boundary turning points are equidistant from Indonesian and Singaporean territory.  The turning points are an 
average of 1.90 nm from Indonesian territorial and 2.27 nm from Singaporean territory. 
 
The turning points of the territorial sea boundary, which are equidistant from Indonesia and Singapore, are equidistant from Indonesia and 
Singapore, are equidistant between the low-tide elevations of both countries.  The median line between Indonesia and Singapore, as 
depicted on the attached chart, was constructed between the Indonesian system of straight baselines and the low-tide elevations of 
Singapore.  As a consequence, points which are stated as equidistant for islands will not necessarily be situated on the equidistant line. 
 
The western terminus of the territorial sea boundary is located in Main Strait.  The boundary turning point, which is not equidistant from 
Indonesian and Singaporean territory, is 1.70 nm from Pulau Nipa (Singapore) and 2.80 nm from Pulau Sudong (Indonesia).  Both points are 
islands. 
 
The second turning point is 4.80 nm southeast of Point 1.  Point 2 is 1.35 nm from Pulau Takong-besar (Indonesia) and 1.75 nm from Pulau 
Satumu (Singapore).  In this extent of the territorial sea boundary, the boundary lies south of an Indonesian-Singapore median line.  
Moreover, the boundary also crosses over into Indonesian internal waters, i.e., Point 2 is located on the landward side of the Indonesian 
straight baselines. 
 
The distance from Point 2 to Point 3 is 4.75 nm miles.  Turning Point 3 is not an equidistant point, but rather it is located 1.10 nm from 
Buffalo Rock (Indonesia) and 1.80 nm from Pulau Sebarok (Singapore).  Point 3 is also located on the Indonesia side of an Indonesia-
Singapore median line. 
 
Point 4 lies 3.80 nm northeast of Point 3.  Point 4 is an equidistant point and lies 1.30 nm from Bt. Berhanti (Indonesia) and Pulau Sakijang 
Bendera (Singapore).  The Indonesia-Singapore median line passes north of Point 4; therefore Point 4; therefore Point 4 lies on the 
Indonesian side of the median line. 
 
Point 5 of the territorial sea boundary is an equidistant point located 1.35 nm northeast of Point 4.  Point 5 is situated 1.30 nm from Bt. 
Berhanti (Indonesia) and an unnamed islet east of Pulau Sakijang Petepah (Singapore).  Point 5 is the only turning point which lies on the 
Singapore side of the Indonesia-Singapore median line. 
 
The eastern terminus of the territorial sea boundary, Point 6, is located on the Indonesian side of the Indonesia-Singapore median line and is 
4.65 nm equidistant from Tg. Sengkuang (Indonesia) and Tg. Bedok (Singapore). 
 

Summary 
The Indonesia-Singapore territorial sea boundary utilizes both the equidistant principle (3 turning points) and negotiated positions (3 turning 
points).  Five of the six turning points lie on the Indonesia side of an Indonesia-Singapore median line.  Of particular interest is the location of 
Point 2.  This turning point is located inside the Indonesian straight baseline system and is therefore in Indonesian internal waters.  Islands 
were utilized as basepoints for the construction of the territorial sea boundary. 
 




