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NEW ZEALAND DEPENDENCIES 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Nov 77  Territorial Sea & 

Exclusive Economic Zone 
Act No. 16  
 

12nm Cook Islands. 

 Dec 77  Territorial Sea & 
Exclusive Economic Zone 
Act of 1977  
 

12nm  Tokelau. 

 Apr 97 
(EIF) 

Territorial Sea and EEZ 
Act of 1996 

12nm Niue.  Baseline is low water mark, but 
where there is coral reef, claimed baseline 
is low water mark at outside of reef. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Nov 77  Continental Shelf 

Amendment Act 1977  
200nm/
CM 

Cook Islands. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ  Nov 77  Territorial Sea & 

Exclusive Economic Zone 
Act No. 16  
 

200nm  Cook Islands EEZ. 

 Dec 77  Tokelau Act of 1977  200nm  Tokelau. 
 

 Apr 97 
(EIF) 

Territorial Sea and EEZ 
Act of 1996 

200nm Niue EEZ.  Regulates fishing in EEZ. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Jul 82  Treaty  Maritime boundary treaty between Niue 

and the U.S. (American Samoa).  See LIS 
No. 119.  
 

 Sep 83  Agreement  Agreement between Cook Islands and the 
U.S. (American Samoa) EIF.  See LIS No. 
100. 
 

 Sep 83  Agreement   Agreement between New Zealand 
(Tokelau) and the U.S. (American Samoa) 
EIF. 
 

 Aug 90  Agreement  Agreement between Cook Islands and 
France (French Polynesia) EIF. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 82    New Zealand signed Convention:  applies 

to Tokelau.   
Cook Islands signed Convention. 
 

 Dec 84    Niue signed Convention. 
 

 Jul 94   New Zealand signed Part XI Agreement:  
applies to Tokelau. 
 

  Feb 95    Cook Islands ratified Convention; bound 
by Part XI Agreement. 
 

 Jul 96   New Zealand ratified Convention and Part 
XI Agreement:  applies to Tokelau. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MARITIME BOUNDARY AGREEMENTS 
 

COOK ISLANDS - U.S. (AMERICAN SAMOA) 
 
The following is extracted from the Treaty between the U.S.A. and the Cook Islands on Friendship and Delimitation of the Maritime Boundary 
between the U.S.A. (American Samoa) and the Cook Islands; signed on 11 June 1980, EIF September 1983. 
 
The maritime boundary between the United States of America and the Cook Islands shall be determined by the geodetic lines connecting 
the following coordinates. 
 

TABLE C1.T79. 
COOK ISLANDS - U.S. (AMERICAN SAMOA) 

MARITIME BOUNDARY COORDINATES 
 

LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE WEST 

17°33'28" 166°38'35" 

16°45'30" 166°01'39" 

16°23'29" 165°45'11" 

16°18'30" 165°41'29" 

16°08'42" 165°34'12" 

15°44'58" 165°16'36" 

15°38'47" 165°12'03" 

15°14'04" 165°18'29" 

15°00'09" 165°22'07" 

14°03'30" 165°37'20" 

13°44'56" 165°58'44" 

13°35'44" 166°09'19" 

13°21'25" 166°25'42" 

13°14'03" 166°34'03" 

13°11'25" 166°37'02" 

12°57'51" 166°52'21" 

12°41'22" 167°11'01" 

12°28'40" 167°25'20" 

12°01'55" 168°10'24" 

11°43'53" 168°27'58" 

11°02'40" 168°29'21" 

10°52'31" 168°29'42" 

10°12'49" 168°31'02" 

10°12'44" 168°31'02" 

10°01'26 " 168°31'25" 
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COOK ISLANDS - FRANCE (FRENCH POLYNESIA) 
 
The following is extracted from the Agreement on Maritime Delimitation between the Government of the Cook Islands and the Government 
of the French Republic (French Polynesia) signed and EIF August 1990. 
 

Article 1 
The line of delimitation of maritime areas between the Cook Islands and the French Republic is the line which lies along the loxodromes 
connecting the points defined by their coordinates as follows: 
 

TABLE C1.T180. 
COOK ISLANDS - FRANCE (FRENCH POLYNESIA)  

MARITIME BOUNDARY COORDINATES 
 

LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE WEST 

15°52'08" 158°07'41" 

16°24'18" 157°52'07" 

17°19'06" 157°14'45" 

18°20'44" 156°02'31" 

18°55'11" 155°10'28" 

19°15'26" 154°48'20" 

21°24'20" 156°19'23" 

24°53'40" 156°08'33" 

 
NEW ZEALAND (TOKELAU) - U.S. (AMERICAN SAMOA) 

 
The following is extracted from an Agreement between New Zealand (Tokelau) and U.S. (American Samoa) (EIF September 1983). 
 

Article I 
The maritime boundary between Tokelau and the United States shall be determined by the geodetic lines connecting the following 
coordinates: 
 

TABLE C1.T181. 
NEW ZEALAND (TOKELAU) - U.S. (AMERICAN SAMOA) 

MARITIME BOUNDARY COORDINATES 
 

LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE WEST 

10° 01' 26 168° 31' 25" 

10° 07' 52 169° 46' 50" 

10° 10' 18 170° 16' 10" 

10° 15' 17 171° 15' 32" 

10° 17' 50 171° 50' 58" 

10° 25' 26 172° 11' 01" 

10° 46' 15 173° 03' 53" 

11° 02' 17 173° 44' 48" 
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NIUE - U.S. (AMERICAN SAMOA) 
 
The following is extracted from the July 1982 Maritime Boundary Treaty between Niue and the U.S. 
 

Article II 
The geodetic and computational bases used to determine this boundary are the North American Datum 1983 (“NAD 83”) and the World 
Geodetic System 1984 (“WGS 84”) which, for the purpose of this boundary treaty, are considered identical.... 
 

Article III 
The maritime boundary between the United States of America (American Samoa) and Niue shall be determined by geodesics connecting the 
following coordinates: 
 

TABLE C1.T182. 
NIUE - U.S. (AMERICAN SAMOA)  

MARITIME BOUNDARY COORDINATES 
 

POINT LATITUDE SOUTH LONGITUDE WEST 

1. 17°33’18” 166°38’31” 

2. 17°32’55” 166°39’38” 

3. 17°23’55” 167°06’38” 

4. 17°10’49” 167°45’27” 

5. 17°04’39” 168°03’34” 

6. 17°01’07” 168°13’55” 

7. 16°47’47” 168°52’31” 

8. 16°39’00” 169°17’32” 

9. 16°38’12” 169°19’47” 

10. 16°38’01” 169°22’25” 

11. 16°37’04” 169°36’12” 

12. 16°35’39” 169°55’57” 

13. 16°36’16” 169°59’13” 

14. 16°37’23” 170°05’15” 

15. 16°41’39” 170°28’26” 

16. 16°43’16” 170°37’28” 

17. 16°43’49” 170°40’35” 

18. 16°49’33” 171°13’23” 

19. 16°50’25” 171°18’19” 

 
Article IV 

On the side of the maritime boundary adjacent to the United States of America (American Samoa), the Government of Niue shall not, and on 
the side of the maritime boundary adjacent to Niue, the Government of the United States of America (American Samoa) shall not, claim or 
exercise for any purpose sovereignty, sovereign rights, or jurisdiction with respect to the waters or seabed or subsoil. 
 

Article V 
The maritime boundary established by this treaty shall not affect or prejudice in any manner either party’s position with respect to the rules of 
international law relating to the law of the sea, including those concerned with the exercise of sovereignty, sovereign rights, or jurisdiction 
with respect to the waters or seabed or subsoil. 
 




