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VENEZUELA 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Aug 1961   12nm Became party to the 1958 Convention.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Jul 1956  Act of 27 July 1956 
concerning the Territorial 
Sea, Continental Shelf, 
Fishery Protection and 
Air-Space 
 

 Enables straight baselines. 

 Jul 1968  Presidential Decree   Delineates straight baselines coordinates.  
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 21 for analysis. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 1989. 
 
In 2000, Venezuela challenged presence 
of USG vessels operating seaward of the 
territorial sea in the Gulf of Venezuela, 
indicating that Venezuela claims Gulf of 
Venezuela as a historic bay and that 
Venezuela claims prior permission for 
military operations inside its EEZ. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 2000. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Jul 1956  Act of 27 July 1956 

concerning the Territorial 
Sea, Continental Shelf, 
Fishery Protection and 
Air-Space 
 

15nm  Claimed jurisdiction "for purposes of 
maritime control and police, as well as for 
national security and protection of national 
interests." 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested claim in CY 1989 and 
conducted operational assertions in FY 
1999 through 2001. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Jul 1956 Act of 27 July 1956 

concerning the Territorial 
Sea, Continental Shelf, 
Fishery Protection and 
Air-Space 
 

200m  

 Aug 1961   1958 
DEF 

Became party to the 1958 Convention. 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1968_Decree.pdf
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1956_Act.pdf
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ Jul 1978  Act establishing an 

Exclusive Economic Zone 
200nm  EEZ 

 
In 2000, Venezuela challenged presence 
of USG vessels operating seaward of the 
territorial sea in the Gulf of Venezuela, 
indicating that Venezuela claims Gulf of 
Venezuela as a historic bay and that 
Venezuela claims prior permission for 
military operations inside its EEZ. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 2000. 
 
In 2007, 2011, and 2014, Venezuela 
challenged the presence of USG aircraft 
operating inside its FIR, claiming that USG 
aircraft needed prior permission (i.e., 
claiming prior permission for military 
operations inside its EEZ). 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 2007, 2011, and 
2014. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 MARITIME BOUNDARIES Dec 1978  Treaty  Boundary delimitation treaty between the 

Venezuela and Netherlands (Antilles and 
Aruba).  EIF. 
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 105 for 
analysis. 
 

  Nov 1980  Treaty  Maritime boundary treaty between the 
United States of America (Puerto Rico and 
St. Croix) and Venezuela.  EIF. 
 

 Jan 1982 Treaty  Treaty on the delimitation of marine and 
submarine areas between Venezuela and 
Dominican Republic.  EIF. 
 

 Jan 1983 Treaty  Delimitation treaty between France 
(Martinique and Guadeloupe) and 
Venezuela.  EIF. 
 

 Jul 1991  Treaty  Treaty between Trinidad and Tobago and 
Venezuela on the delimitation of marine 
and submarine areas.  EIF. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Apr 82    Voted against; did not sign. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1978_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/VEN_1978_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/VEN-NLD1978BD.PDF
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/USA-VEN1978MB.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/VEN-DOM1979SA.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/FRA-VEN1980DT.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/TTO-VEN1990SA.PDF

