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VANUATU 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Jun 2010  Maritime Zones Act No. 6 

of 2010 
12nm  Provides that certain vessels such as 

foreign warships, the right of innocent 
passage is “subject to the prior written 
approval of the Minister [responsible for 
the Maritime Zones].” 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Jul 2009 Maritime Zones Act  Establishes the coordinates of the 
archipelagic baselines of Vanuatu and 
normal baselines around Matthew Island, 
Hunter Island, and other features. 
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 137 for 
analysis. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Jun 2010 Maritime Zones Act No. 6 

of 2010 
24nm  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Jun 2010 Maritime Zones Act No. 6 

of 2010 
CM/ 
200nm 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ Jun 2010 Maritime Zones Act No. 6 

of 2010 
200nm   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 1982    Signed Convention. 

 
  Jul 1994    Signed Part XI Agreement. 

 
 Aug 1999   Ratified Convention; bound by Part XI 

Agreement. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/vut_2010_Act06.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/vut_2010_Act06.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/DEPOSIT/vut_mzn78_2010.pdf
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