unofficial relations with Taiwan.

SUMMARY OF CLAIMS

TAIWAN

(Republic of China)

The U.S. recognizes the People's Republic of China as the sole legal government of China, but maintains cultural, commercial and other
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TYPE DATE

SOURCE

LIMITS

NOTES

TERRITORIAL SEA Sep 1958

Feb 1992

Jan 1998

Declaration on the
Territorial Sea

Law on the Territorial Sea
& Contiguous Zone

Law on the Territorial Sea
and Contiguous Zone of

the Republic of China

12nm

12nm

12nm

PRC law; declared 12nm territorial seas
for “all territories;” specifically included
Taiwan.

Required prior permission for foreign
military vessels and foreign aircraft to
enter the territorial sea and air space
above.

Go to State Department LIS page, scroll
down and click on LIS No. 43 for text of
1958 law.

PRC law; specifically included Taiwan.

Required prior permission for innocent
passage of foreign military ships.
Requires prior permission or an
international agreement for foreign aircraft
to fly over the territorial sea.

Requires prior notice for foreign military or
government vessels for passage through
territorial sea.

Requires an international agreement for
foreign nuclear-powered vessels and
vessels carrying nuclear or other
inherently dangerous or noxious
substances to transit territorial sea.

The U.S. does not recognize these claims.
The U.S. conducted operational assertions
in FY 2006, and 2011 through 2014.

Transit is not considered innocent if a
foreign vessel engages in: launching or
landing any aircraft or taking on board of
any navigation equipment; any research
or survey; any activity not having a direct
bearing on innocent passage.

Claims all objects of a historical nature or
relics found in territorial sea and
contiguous zone, while undertaking
archaeological and scientific research or
other activities, belong Taiwan.

Requires “reciprocity” for innocent
passage of foreign civil vessels through
territorial sea.

Go to State Department LIS page, scroll
down and click on LIS No. 127 for
analysis.



http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/CHN_1992_Law.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/CHN_1992_Law.pdf
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=100
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=100
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=100
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
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ARCHIPELAGIC, Feb 1992 Law on the Territorial Sea PRC law; enabling legislation for straight
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & & Contiguous Zone baselines.
HISTORIC CLAIMS
Jan 1998 Law on the Territorial Sea Establishes straight baselines.
and Contiguous Zone of
the Republic of China
Feb 1999 Decree No. Tai 88 Delineates straight baseline coordinates.
The U.S. does not recognize specific
straight baseline claims. The U.S.
conducted operational assertions in FY
2001 and 2011 through 2014.
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll
down and click on LIS No. 127 for
analysis.
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Jan 1998 Law on the Territorial Sea 24nm The U.S. does not recognize this claim.
and Contiguous Zone of The U.S. conducted operational assertions
the Republic of China in FY 2001.
Claims all objects of a historical nature or
relics found in territorial sea and
contiguous zone, while undertaking
archaeological and scientific research or
other activities, belong Taiwan.
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll
down and click on LIS No. 127 for
analysis.
CONTINENTAL SHELF Jan 1998 Law on the EEZ and the CM Requires prior permission for laying,
Continental Shelf of the maintaining, or modifying submarine
Republic of China cables and pipelines.
FISHING ZONE/EEZ Jan 1998 Law on the EEZ and the 200nm Claims the laying of submarine cables and
Continental Shelf of the pipelines must be authorized.
Republic of China
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll
down and click on LIS No. 127 for
analysis.
ENVIRONMENTAL Apr 2000 Marine Environment Applies to all sea areas claimed by PRC.

REGULATION

Protection Law

Regulates all “units and individuals
engaged in navigation,... scientific
research and other operations in the sea
areas” under PRC jurisdiction as well as
those areas not under PRC jurisdiction
that cause pollution to sea areas under
PRC jurisdiction. Regulates establishment
of marine nature reserves.



http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/CHN_1992_Law.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/CHN_1992_Law.pdf
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=100
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=100
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=100
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=100
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=100
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=100
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=101
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=101
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=101
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=101
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=101
http://www.moi.gov.tw/english/english_law/law_detail.aspx?sn=101
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
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LOS CONVENTION Dec 1982 PRC signed Convention.
Jul 1994 PRC signed Part XI Agreement.
Jun 1996 Declaration PRC ratified Convention with Declaration
reaffirming its sovereignty over Taiwan
(and other islands and archipelagos); and
the “right” to request prior notification /
approval for innocent passage of foreign
warships through its territorial sea.
Bound by Part XI Agreement.
Aug 2006 Declaration under Atrticle PRC rejects any of the procedures with

298

respect to disputes under Article 298.



http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_declarations.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_declarations.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_declarations.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_declarations.htm

