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SOMALIA 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Sep 1972  Law No. 37  200nm  Foreign warships must obtain permission 

prior to transiting; passage by vessels of 
nations not recognized by Somalia is 
prohibited. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 1982 and 1986 
and conducted operational assertions in 
FY 1979 through 1983, 1985 through 
1989, 1995, 1997, and 1998. 
 
Excessive breadth of the territorial sea. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim. 
The U.S. protested claim in CY 1982 and 
1986 and conducted operational 
assertions in FY 1979 through 1983, 1985 
through1989, 1992 through 1995, 1997, 
and 1998.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Sep 1972  Law No. 37  Enabling legislation for straight baselines. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ  Sep 1972  Law No. 37 200nm  Fishing in territorial sea reserved for 

Somali or other authorized vessels. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Apr 2009 Memorandum of 

Understanding 
 Memorandum of Understanding between 

Kenya and Somali to grant no-objection in 
respect of submissions on the outer limits 
of the continental shelf to the CLCS.  EIF. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 1982   Signed Convention. 

 
 Jul 1989   Ratified Convention.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SOM_1972_Law.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SOM_1972_Law.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/SOM_1972_Law.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/showDetails.aspx?objid=080000028025250b
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/showDetails.aspx?objid=080000028025250b

