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PANAMA 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Feb 1967 Act No. 31 200nm  

 
 Jun 1996 Law No. 38 12nm Appeals Act. No. 31. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Jan 1956  Law No. 9   Claims the Gulf of Panama as historic bay 
(from Punta Mala to Punta Jaque). 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested claim in CY 1956 and 
1988. 
 

 Jun 1996 Law No. 38  Repeats claim of Gulf of Panama as 
historic bay. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Jun 1996 Law No. 38 24nm  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Jun 1996 Law No. 38 200nm/

CM 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ Jun 1996 Law No. 38 200nm EEZ. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Nov 1977  Treaty  Treaty on the delimitation of marine and 

submarine areas and related matters 
between Panama and Colombia.  EIF 
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 79 for analysis. 
 

  Feb 1982  Treaty   Treaty concerning delimitation of marine 
areas and maritime co-operation between 
Costa Rica and Panama.  EIF 
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 97 for analysis. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 1982    Signed Convention. 

 
 Jul 1996   Ratified Convention. Bound by Part XI 

Agreement. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAN_1967_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAN_1996_Law.pdf
http://www.asamblea.gob.pa/APPS/LEGISPAN/PDF_NORMAS/1950/1956/1956_049_0911.PDF
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAN_1996_Law.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAN_1996_Law.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAN_1996_Law.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAN_1996_Law.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/PAN-COL1976DM.PDF
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/CRI-PAN1980MC.PDF
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm

