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PAKISTAN 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 TERRITORIAL SEA Dec 1976  Territorial Waters & 

Maritime Zones Act, 1976 
 
 
 

12nm  Foreign warships must obtain permission 
prior to transiting territorial sea; foreign 
supertankers, nuclear-powered ships, and 
ships carrying nuclear or other noxious 
materials must give prior notification. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 1982 and 1997, 
and conducted operational assertions in 
FY 1986, 1991, 1996, 1998, and 1999. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Dec 1976  Territorial Waters & 
Maritime Zones Act, 1976 
 

 Enabling legislation for straight baselines 
and declaration of historic waters. 

 Aug 1996 MOFA Notification  Establishes straight baselines. 
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 118 for 
analysis. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 1997 and 1999. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Dec 1976  Territorial Waters & 

Maritime Zones Act, 1976 
 
 

24nm  Enacts security zone as part of jurisdiction 
claimed within contiguous zone.   
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested claim in CY 1997 and 
conducted operational assertions in FY 
1986, 1991, 1996, 1998, and 1999. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Dec 1976  Territorial Waters & 

Maritime Zones Act, 1976 
 

CM/ 
200nm 

Same claims to jurisdiction as in EEZ. 

 Apr 2009 ECS Submission  ECS Submission.  Note:  The CLCS has 
not made its recommendations. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ Dec 1976 Territorial Waters & 

Maritime Zones Act, 1976 
200nm Claims authority to regulate passage of 

foreign ships through "designated areas" 
of EEZ. 
 

 Feb 1997 Declaration upon 
Ratification of 1982 LOS 
Convention 

 Prior permission required for foreign 
warships to conduct military exercises and 
maneuvers in the EEZ.  Freedom of navi-
gation and overflight recognized but 
foreign state aircraft must file flight plans 
with civil aviation authority. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 1982, 1997, and 
2012, and conducted operational 
assertions in FY 1986, 1991, and 1998. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATION  

Dec 1976  Territorial Waters & 
Maritime Zones Act, 1976 
 
 

200nm  Exclusive jurisdiction claimed within EEZ. 

  

http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
https://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1996_Notification.pdf
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/submission_pak_29_2009.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetailsIII.aspx?&src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XXI~6&chapter=21&Temp=mtdsg3&lang=en#EndDec
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetailsIII.aspx?&src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XXI~6&chapter=21&Temp=mtdsg3&lang=en#EndDec
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetailsIII.aspx?&src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XXI~6&chapter=21&Temp=mtdsg3&lang=en#EndDec
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/PAK_1976_Act.pdf
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Nov 2000  Agreement  Muscat Agreement on the delimitation of 

the maritime boundary between Oman 
and Pakistan.  EIF. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 1982    Signed Convention. 

 
 Aug 1994    Signed Part XI Agreement. 

 
 Feb 1997   Ratified Convention, with Declarations 

enumerated above.  Bound by Part XI 
Agreement. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.un.org/depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/OMN-PAK2000MB.PDF

