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HONDURAS 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Jan 1982 Decree No. 131 (Revised 

Constitution) 
 

12nm   

 Oct 1999 Decree No. 172-99, 
Honduran Maritime Areas 

12nm This decree was passed to implement 
LOS Convention ratification into national 
law. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, &  

Jan 1982  Const., Art.10   Claims Gulf of Fonseca as historic bay. 

HISTORIC CLAIMS Sep 1992  ICJ Decision   Confirms Gulf of Fonseca's historic status. 
 

 Oct 1999 Decree No. 172-99 
Honduran Maritime Areas 

 Legislation authorizing straight baselines 
in accordance with 1982 LOS Convention. 
 

 Mar 2000 Executive Decree No. 
PCM 007-2000 
  

 Establishes a system of straight baselines 
around parts of its Caribbean coast from 
which to measure the limits of its territorial 
sea and other maritime zones. 
 
Go to State Department LIS page, scroll 
down and click on LIS No. 124 for 
analysis. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize portions of 
these straight baselines.  The U.S. 
protested in CY 2001. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Jan 1982  Decree No. 131 (Revised 

Constitution) 
 

24nm  

 Oct 1999 Decree No. 172-99 
Honduran Maritime Areas 

24nm  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Jan 1982  Decree No. 131 (Revised 

Constitution) 
  Area defined under 1958 Convention 

 
 

 Oct 1999 Decree No. 172-99 
Honduran Maritime Areas 

200nm 200nm or to outer edge of continental 
shelf. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ  Oct 1999  Decree No. 172-99 

Honduran Maritime Areas  
200nm EEZ. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES Aug 1986  Treaty  Maritime delimitation treaty between 

Colombia and Honduras. 
 

  Sep 1992  ICJ Judgment  ICJ Judgment El Salvador v. Honduras 
(Land, Island and Maritime Frontier 
Dispute - islands and the maritime 
boundary in the Gulf of Fonseca). 
 

 Mar 2002 Treaty  Treaty between Honduras and United 
Kingdom concerning the delimitation of 
the maritime areas between the Cayman 
Islands and the Republic of Honduras.  
EIF. 
 

 
  

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/HND_1982_Constitution.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/HND_1982_Constitution.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/SLV-HND1992FD.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/HND_2000_Decree.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/HND_2000_Decree.pdf
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/ocns/opa/c16065.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/HND_1982_Constitution.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/HND_1982_Constitution.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/HND_1982_Constitution.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/HND_1982_Constitution.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletinE49.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/COL-HND1986MD.PDF
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/HND-GBR2001MA.PDF
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES, 
Continued 

Nov 2006 Treaty  Maritime Delimitation Treaty between 
Mexico and Honduras.  EIF. 
 

 Oct 2007 ICJ Decision  ICJ Decision granted Honduras 
sovereignty over Bobel Cay, Savanna 
Cay, Port Royal Cay and South Cay and 
drew a single maritime boundary between 
Nicaragua and Honduras. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 1982    Signed Convention. 

 
  Oct 1993    Ratified Convention. 

 
 Jul 2003   Bound by Part XI Agreement. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin65e.pdf
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=3&code=nh&case=120&k=14&p3=0

