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GUYANA 
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS (Updated May 2014) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TERRITORIAL SEA Oct 1977  Maritime Boundaries Act 

1977, Act No. 10 
12nm  Prior notice requirement for foreign 

warships. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  
The U.S. protested in CY 1982 and 
conducted an operational assertion in FY 
1988. 
 

 Sep 2010 Maritime Zones Act 12nm Repeals Maritime Boundaries Act 1977, 
Act No. 10. 
 
Prior notice requirement for foreign 
warships and for ships carrying nuclear or 
other inherently dangerous or noxious 
substances. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ARCHIPELAGIC, 
STRAIGHT BASELINES, & 
HISTORIC CLAIMS 

Oct 1977 Maritime Boundaries Act 
1977, Act No. 10 

 Declared baseline to be low-water mark.  
(However, implementing legislation for 
straight baselines.). 
 

 Sep 2010 Maritime Zones Act  Repeals Maritime Boundaries Act 1977, 
Act No. 10. 
 
Authorizes straight baselines. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE Sep 2010 Maritime Zones Act 24nm  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CONTINENTAL SHELF Oct 1977  Maritime Boundaries Act 

1977, Act No. 10 
CM or 
200nm  

Claimed exclusive jurisdiction over 
artificial islands, installations, structures, 
and devices; over scientific research; and 
over protection of environment and control 
of pollution.  Claims authority to designate 
areas for protection of environment, 
customs and other fiscal matters, and to 
establish sea lanes, traffic separation 
schemes, etc., for foreign ships to pass 
through designated areas.  Consent 
required for course of cables and 
pipelines.  
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.    
U.S. protested in CY 1982. 
 

 Sep 2010 Maritime Zones Act CM or 
200nm 

Repeals Maritime Boundaries Act 1977, 
Act No. 10. 
 
Claims authority to establish sea lanes, 
traffic separation schemes, etc., for foreign 
ships to pass through designated areas.   
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.  

 
  

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin74e.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin74e.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin74e.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin74e.pdf


DoD 2005.1-M 
 

 
 

2 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TYPE DATE SOURCE LIMITS NOTES 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FISHING ZONE/EEZ  Oct 1977  Maritime Boundaries Act 

1977, Act No. 10 
200nm  Fishing zone; enabling legislation for EEZ. 

Claims same jurisdiction in EEZ as in 
continental shelf.  Claims jurisdiction in the 
airspace over the EEZ. 
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim.    
U.S. protested in CY 1982. 
 

 Feb 1991 Exclusive Economic Zone 
(Designation of Area) 
Order 1991 
 

200nm  Designated EEZ. 

 Sep 2010 Maritime Zones Act 200nm Repeals Maritime Boundaries Act 1977, 
Act No. 10. 
 
Claims authority to establish sea lanes, 
traffic separation schemes, etc., for foreign 
ships to pass through designated areas.   
 
The U.S. does not recognize this claim. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATION  

Oct 1977  Maritime Boundaries Act 
1977, Act No. 10 

 Exclusive jurisdiction to preserve and 
protect the environment and to prevent 
and control pollution within EEZ and out to 
continental shelf. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MARITIME BOUNDARIES  May 2004  Treaty   Exclusive Economic Zone Co-operation 

Treaty between Barbados and Guyana.  
EIF. 
 

 Sep 2007  Arbitral Tribunal  Delimited maritime boundaries between 
Guyana and Suriname (Territorial Sea, 
Exclusive Economic Zone, and 
Continental Shelf). 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOS CONVENTION Dec 1982    Signed Convention. 

 
  Nov 1993    Ratified Convention. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1991_Order.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1991_Order.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1991_Order.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin74e.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/GUY_1977_Act.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/showDetails.aspx?objid=080000028007451e
http://www.pca-cpa.org/showpage.asp?pag_id=1147

