tar the HOBSON had lisgted?
i

.. And who pilclked yvou up?
A, The BODHMAN,

1l: g« Or a boat from the RUDMAET
5, & boat from the RODMAN.

2. B, How lohg afted you went imbto the water ware you picked
-

A, About 20 or R0 minutes.

33, D+ De b1 how how leng 1% ok fthe ship o =iwk?
L. B, SiF, FT-dom’E,

ot dont't know that?
.

Cross-sxanined by Lisutenant ?>/ W partyd

3% @5 You &5y vou A dn'E melke any sreporis & ithe Bridss il
you were on watch?
sy Mo, Birs

the other lookout who had the phonss malie reports
things wou reported .1

7
he planes he did.

37« §. ImsTemd of ot giving your fevprts dipsctly to the
bridge, they went thromgh the piaer lopkout?d
L. Yes, €ir.

35, Q. ¥Youd did make reyorts; but noh directly from yourself?
4. Jush sl TS glahss . :
il

the 2opmsel for thé cgn the court, nor the parties

Helthsr 1t.
3 g o e B i) . S rf® n
les e ed further to examine this witness.

rmed the witness that he was privileged To make

The oallet AT
statement covering anything related to the subject

any further

matter of the inguiry that he thought should be & matter of
record in copnnection theweuit )y (wihich had pot-vesn fLlly boougk
out by the previous questiionitys.

o,

The witness stated That bhe hal hothing farther to say,

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

CONFIDER
SECURITY INE
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1}T,Q9 ., yeoman second class, U, S, Navy, entered
ag Teportelr,

G\, seaman apprentice, U. S, Navy, wes recalled as
a witness by the counsel for the court and wag warned that the
oath previougly taken by him was still tlndine,

Examined by the coungel for the court:

1. Q, Were you in a duty status aboard the HOB3OH on the
night that she was in a collision with the WASP%

&, Yeg, - ElF,

2., 9, What were thoge duties?

A. I was the lookout on the brides,

¥, Q. Which 'lpakoniy

e BTG

2. & Port lockonty

&, - You, 8LF,

5, @, And at what time had you assumed those duties?

B L8 e Ed e .

4, & “000%

&, 2000, Pea, BiT.

7. Q. Had you besn obgerving the WASP ghortly prior to the
colligion®

&, Ko, aIF,

8, Q, You didn't look at the WASP?

A, Yes, sir, I looked at the WASP, The last time I seen

the WASP was off the starboard quarter,

8. Q. It wag of7 the sharboard quarisr?
A. The sgtarboard qguartsr,

10, €, Tour sterboar® quiriery

&, Jo8, =1F,

11, Q. How 1long was that before the collisiont

A&, I reslly @sn't ENbw,

12, ., I don't mean to confuse you, S put you are sure

thst shortly before the collision the WASP wag on your starboaz
quartery

A, Mo, glr, it waa quité a while before the collisien, buf :
really don't know what time it was,

15, Q. Was thet when the WASP was launching her night planest
v

B ge, sir, she wag launching them,

14 Q. And your testimony is to the sffect that you hadn't
seen the WASP ginece that night launeh?

&k, 5=, giv,

Q. Up te the time of collision?
time I sesn it,



18, Q. What had you been deing in the meantime, f54<;
A, Well, T was lookout out the front of us there.

Yo B, TR TTagt®
Yes, sir, up to 270 degrees, around it from dead ahsad,

18, 2., Were you wearing sound powered telephones?
k, Yes, 8ir,

19, @, What stations on the ghip were those phonss connested
The bridge snd combat,

20, 8. The bridge and ¢ombal¥
k. &nd she Tife buoy wasch,

21, A, Pid you hsar any convergation betwesn combat and the
brLdpe during the ten minutes immediatsly preceding the collisi
A, The only thing I heard was that wWe wWere too ¢lose to geb

rsading on the WASP, .

Q. You heard combat say that to the bridge?
Yewm; &IF -

23, @, Previous to that, had you heard combasf sending up rang
the bridge?

A, I heard them sending, but I don't remember what the range
i

24 . Q. Do you recall how frequently they were coming s
A, (¥o response)

25, Q. Every 100 yards or every 200 yards?

A, I believe,

28, Q. Did you ans¥Wer every 200 yards, approximately?
E., l'don's richtly krt,

27, 2, Would you say that ranges were frequently being trans-
mitted by eombat to the bridge, ig that correct?
L, ¥emg 31T,

28, Q, Were you in g posgition to overhear any conversation t&
was btaking place on the bridge?
A, Weo, slw,

?9, Q. Were you directing your attention shortly before the
ollilsion to the aireralft or to the other surfzcs ships?
A To the sircraft,

30, 9. Wers you making any reports to the bridge?
A, Tea, mir I T‘ebm:‘t(-:'ci’L when I could see a plane and what
degres aﬂd bcaring

QT: N
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.
i

8. Q. Was your designation "lee helmsmang®
A Hiedy! SET,

¥

9, @, At what time 4id you assume those 6uules@
z Well, I had the 8 to 12 watch.

10, €, You had the 20 $o 2400 watch®

L, Yes, gir,

11, §, SoW, sharting &b the point of tiss spprexigaiely 1E
minutes belore eollision, state to the court everything you
heard, eaw or 4id up to the time of collision?

A. The 15 minutes before the collision, I was on the helm, At

2

that time We Were rotating duties, T wasg Just learning Enose
watches, and as far as I ean remember, We were onr a stesady course
up until the time that T was relieved to go to the annunciaters
and after I went on the annunciators it was just about ths time
of the eollision, ThewCaptain Tierney gave "ALL AHEAD FULL ®
EMERGENCY" and to the helm he gave L EFT FULL ENIDER . % and

then the next *hnng I remember he said, "Standby for eollision,
Someone on the bridge ssid, "Abandon ship," So I got out,

That's all I remember,

12, 9. But the words, "S8tandby for collision' came after the
lagt order to the helm?

A, 'Yesj -
¢ 13, @, Prom your besst recollection?

A Yes e

14, Q. Did yon hear any other orders to the helm given by
the commanding officer of the HOBSON after you were om course
loee

4, Net that I Enow &f, JiF,

15, @, Were any other orders given to the engineroom or given

| to you to ring up on the sngine order telegraph other than
MATL AHEAD SMERGENCY FUL 1"

e 1_\-:0, gir,

15, Q. Did you hear any conversation during this times beiwsen
ths commanding offlcer and any other psrson on the bridge?

A =y

A, Wp, 5iF,

17, 4, Did wyou hsar any discussion sbout who had the connt
A Yes, sir, The Captain had the conn at the time I took ovaer
tls,ﬁnpuncwauors = = Captein Tierpney had the conn,

18, 2, Had you heard him take over the donn?
d: Tes, siy,

g, 9. What d4id he gay on that occasion%
A, Migter - askxed him if he had the conn, and he said,

HYSS,“ he hsad lt %§




20. @+ And shortly before this happened, did you hear any
discussion or conversation between Lieutsnanft ¢ and the
Gaptain of the HOBSON regarding the courses he was going to
staer and the maneuver that he was going Tto use to reach his
naw posgition?

e By LW,

Py G+ Dlid Tou seé The MEAIF =t sy Time belore eollisionf

E, Wipy; mir, T néver did se® Lt untll we hil,

22. Qo didn't see it until the = after the ecllisicn?

&l}&e E\TOQ Si-]:b

239 3. Do you know whether the general alarm sounded through-
et ths sbﬂn btafare collizfey®

‘As T nawep Q10 hmér it, sl

Cross~examined by Lieutenant Q(,, a party:

24, Q. After the Captain took over the conn, did he giwve
you any orders before you wers relisved on the hslim?

&. On the helm, no, sir, NWot that I remember.

25. Qo Well, when were you relieved at the helm in relation
to the tTime the faptalin said he “ad LEE oemnT

A. It was Just shortly befors the colllmiesn. I dom™® Kiow
what time 1T was.

26s Qe When you heard the Captain tell Mister (Q: that he
had the esonh, ware you sclll on ios bhelx Theny '

e Vo, sir, I was on the annunciators.

2%. @ -Yon had 2l¥edaldy been Fellamved?

-?iu YGS, Sirg

22, & Is Bmt wight? !

S e S

289, @, Did you ever hear the Uaptain give the steersman any

course Lo steer?

&, I didni't see or hear the course. I

Al

He gave ruddsrs, but

HE

don't know just what they were.

30, s WEFu you in & poesitinn whéFe you cégulad see the cCompAass
repeabeT

A, No, sir.

Neither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
desired te Turther examine this wi+ness.




nformed the Witnegs that he was privileged to make
tatement covering anything related to the subjecf
the inquiry thet he thought shounld be a matter of
record in connection therewith, which hsd not been Tully brought
out by the previous questioning,

U]l-"

The witness stafted that he had nothing further to say,

The Witnegs was duly warned and withdrew,

Ensien Ao ., U, 8. Naval Regerve, was recalled as a
witness LY the ccunsel Tor the court and was warned that Tthe
joath previously taken by him was still binding,

Examined by the counsel for the court:

9. You are the same Ensign ¢~\@ who previously testified?

1s

R sl BV

2, Q. Will you desecribe your naval and marine serviae?

i, bentomber 1245 T entered the U, S, Merchant Marine Academy

znd wWas sent to basic training in CaWiforniae I spent nine
months thers, and left in May and was assigned to a2 ship in June
of 1948 for one year of sea training., I served on thras differ-
ent type shipe in the Atlantic and Pacific, I was detached from
sea duty June 1947 and entered the Merchant Marine Academy at
Kings Point, I gtayed there until June of 1948 at which time I
went to Work for ths U, 85, Linesg ag third mate, I worked for
them until June 1950 and I had no more connsction with the mari-
time gervice until this January when I came on active duty with

the Mavy,

3, Q. You Firet came on active duty with the Navy in January
1§ oy
&, Tss, ai¥,
4, 9, And how long have you been sboard the HCB3OHg
A, Since January 1lth, 195%2,
5, Q. WYhat were your duties abosrd the HOBSONe
i 4, I was main propulsion assistant and eleetronics officer,
|
|
6. 2, Did you have a watch on the night of the collision®
die | gy | TeinE s
7, @, And what wWas that watch?
ik,  CIC Orfiesd
8, @, At what time 4id you unfdertaske the dutv ag CIC Officer?
4, Apvroximately 1945, I relieved Engign ?;(%;

e T ———— . T S—



9., Q. Now, without revealing any matter that's in any confi~
dential publication, will you deseribs or state what trasns-—
missions you hsard bsetween the WASP and the HOBSON during the
20 mirutes immediately preceding the eollision?

Ao I would say that I heard nothing duringz the 20 miautes
preceding the collision until the first slgnal came Shraugh.

T believe that was read in here onoeg and 1s aet securliity matter
and that was the signal te turn to recover aircraft and "FOX

CORPEN 265" « ~ =

At this peint the court sat with clesed doorg., The press and
the spectators wlithdrew from the courtzoom.

16, Q. All right, sir, proceed. You heard the signal "FOX
GORPEY" - - ~

A, "285 SLANT LINE FOX SPEED 27" and I wrete that dewn on the
corner of the DRT on the tracking sheet in combat.

11, Q. And what did that signal convey to you?
A. That we were to comg around szbout on course 288, speed 27,

for recovery cof alrcralt.

12, Q. Was that a "SLANTLINEY or a "TACKLINEY in that signal?
A. T would say it's "TACKLINE." I don't remember that well.

-

At this point the court sat with open doors.

13. G« Now, after hearing the eignal you just mentioned, what
further mcssages or signals d1d you hear passed between The
HEBSOW and the WASP? ‘

A, I would say in 4 minutes -~ - the exact time, I don't
know - - the gignal came over "SIGNALS FOLLOW. EXECUTE TO
FOLLOW PURN 260 TACKLINE SPEED 27." Then "STANDBY' - ~ I meagn
there was a pause in between the signal and then "STANDBY EXECUTE
Affter that I heard our ship eall the WASP and ask, "Should we
take plane guard station" - - the number I can't reveal, and
the answer came back effirmatlive. After that 1 heard no more
gignals. If there were any more, I did not record them on the
sheet where I kept notes on them.

14, Q. And the ingulry you heard regarding plane zuard
station, was that an inguiry of whether the HOBION should take
her astation for recovery of aireralt - - night station for the
recovery of alrerafs?

A. Yesz, sir.

15, Q. And you heard that ansgwered in the affirmative by the

WASP?
s Yop, AlP.

CO
SECURITY




16, @, Now, do you reecall ths courges and speeds taken by
the HOBEON during the neriod of zome 15 or 20 minutes prier to

the collislion?
A Prisr to the slgpals, the pit log - =
I know the Ult

epgin sring epged, log speed Was about 26, and
about a minute after the gignal of sXecution it read 28 and
one~third, I say oqunuhwrd the arrow was slightly above the
ona-tudrtser mark on the pi log. The only course I saw was the
102 we were on orizinally, and when T looked at ths pit log it
weg 28 and one-third knots, compass reading I had 1t 130, Whethc
it was stesdy or.pot, I don't know,

17, 2. Do you recall any othersg?

L, ‘Bp, =if,

TBL V2 ComFige=s

A, WMo, sir, T never looked at the compase repeater gffer
LRET & ‘

19, 9, Were you obgerving your radare

A, Yes, sir, I was on the surface sesarch radsr,

ot
e
0]

20, Q. And were you repovrting ranges and bearings of
WASP to the bridge?
A, Story, radarman, third, on watch, was reporting the
ranges Trom the VF repsater which is connected to the
earch radar, And bearings, I undergtand, were bsing taken from
the bridge because we were not told to ta ke bezarings that T
knew of., I could hear him reading off the ranges in back

bof. E. fokwer: $i8-haisv 2 ==

T me

O

¥

21. Q. And how freduently was he ganding ranges?
A, As fTar as I know, it was every 100 yards, although due

to the rapid change rate, 1t goft =0 on evsry eweep of the radar
e would resad up a range

And how fast was the range cloging per swsep of the

# approximately 2 minute or slightly legs before the
ligion, it was almost 500 yarde per sweep of radar, and I

e checked the sweep of the radar on the RODMAN and it wag frox
to 14 secondsg per sWeep, Their radar was on the game gwWee

ed we wWere on,

rn spout your clbsing Febe¥
;g ormed of the rapid c¢losing of
range i iy 2t DS e - R e me Story yelled for me te lo
at the VF with him, and the ne reading we got was 1240, T
yelled up the voice tube to the bridge at that time, and Mr . B
;, JOOD, angWwered it, and I asked him in rether strong 7ang
t

Did you feel any co
ir. I e TLIsE
his

o

3
uage what they were 5011é up there, and told him the range was
1240, plosipng fass; ana asked him iT Jhe; hed missed the gignal,
he sald "o, they were making the turn, They never sald

Ie.

2
whieh wdy they were making the turn - - they were making 'the?
turn now, ™ | ™




24, Q, They were making the turn now?

&, Xes, §ir,

L

28. Q. ¥Wag there any other conversation between you and ths

bridge? _
A1 Mmet «~ « I went back o the YF repeatsr sufll sbood there

watching with Story,

25, 8..7i8 you st1ll feel any soncern?

Well, I rzsalized you can some close to a ship, I d
we Wer's going to collide, I figured we were goin
ty e¢lose, but there didn't seem t@ be any apparen
Tigured everything was under control, I nsver eve

i e

)

5 o
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=
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me

oy g ot
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[op]

1. -Did you Teel-it incumbest upom Yo ag &L
wateh officer - - to find out what hv Intentions
ing officer were or to make any rascommendations to him as to the
asfe ghurse? '

4, We were tracki ng thig on bhe DY go that = - wloe
the WASP was going and.wh.tfﬁlreculon We Wel'es mov
know, At the time I wag just concerned with the

47, '@ frficer - -
+

# direwtiar
el dent iy
=]

€8, Q. And you didn't fesl 1t incumbent upon you to know the
courss and gpeed or had you computed it?
A The one We were supposged to take to gel a station or which

L]

course and spead?

e WASF wsg traveling ~ - 4id@ you know that courses and

&
=
iy

Well, I %new she wag coming to 280,

0, &, And you knew the courge and spssd that the commanding
i e HOBBON intendad to take to come on station?

31, 9, Did you feel it incumbent upon you when you received
notice of the WASP's intentions to recommend a course and spsad
to the commanding officer of the HOB3ON to arrive on station?

Ay He, slF,

22, @, Did - <%

A, In the past 1t hag always Deen the pragctice that CIC

gure a maneuvasring sclution when requssted fto do so by the
dge, The rest of the time We never touch it unless we were
sereens, We did it quite often - - both of us would bs workin

fout solutions because we would feed the ranges and bsarings up
to the bridge and when requested we would get solutions, but when

We wWere on plans guard or on plane guard station 2 we never
worksd the mansuvering solution unless reauested tou deo so,

33, 3., And you made no recommendstions, I? wasn't the custom.

or the practice to make rscommendations - -~ -%

. “Wa, FER,




-

34, Q, (continuing) to the bridge as Lo a safe course and speed
N

2 o, gir, we always waited on the bridge In other werds,
we were ”eduested we would do it, Ve had at Aifferent times
the past - - but in the last operation we Wers oh We 4l g bt
had taken the conn a couple of times down in combat at the

ﬂdest of ths Captain, . but we 4id thsat when we wWould get in I1ine

the soerean, I think he d3id that mostly for training pur-
Rut we never made any maneuvering board golutions unless

Sﬂ
0D or the Captain regquested a solution,

1

R e
50 w3

ot

35 Q. Were there orders given by the commanding officer to the
helm Dassed doWn over the souqd powsréd phoneg or in - -%

A T\T S—L

LY mg I

356. Q. (continuing) in any way to CIC%
&, Ho, sir,

hig order to the helm - - or, was an order to the

37, &), ¥as
helm that resulted in & course of 130 conveyed to combat?
&, g, s1r,

Do you remember any heading of the ship after the 130

38, 2.
course?
&, En, €1F,

39, 4. Did you have any communication with the bridge other ths
the strong language you have referred to when you queried the
bridge on whst was happening up on the bridge?

A, ﬁe nad the talker giving steady ranges up on the bridge,
40, Q But you had no eonversation with the bridge Yourself?
&, ¥o, air, only the ¥oiee mube CDﬁVEPSﬂElDD with \ Ao s,

the JOCD

41, § . And what were your exact words thst you say you yelled
up over the voice tube?
4, VWell, I afked “what the heiF they were doing, When the
ranges sfa;ted cleg ing that fast I didn't » - L mean, T just w&s
wonderlng what wag going on, and so J asgked him what they Were
doing and told them the range of 1240, and had they misged
the gignal, and they said, "No," that they were making "the"
turn now,
2, Q. And what impression did that informstion convey to you?
Well, I imagined they wers going te come abeut or a course
parallel with the carrier, I Yrealized that they weren't going
thé gt « » I dtdn'e know what the angle between the courses ¥Was
due to the ¢losing of the range rate, but I imagined they were
going to gwing arocund and come -~ = =~

\

4
A,
ar

43, Q, Did you think that your ship Was going to swing to the
lefs or right? '
A, T d4idn't know which way they wers goin

oe
=1

to sWing, sir,
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44, Q. Wag it vour \Ghbught that 1% was the dubty of, or that it
was incumbent on, the HOBSON to execute the WASPl's signal to
turn right oft a courge 260%

Well, it seemed the only natural thing since We were on th
rboard sids and eoming around we Would be - - it wWag almost
course change - = actually a 1950 degres courge changs, It
=d likxe the sasiest thing to do - - I never even thought

T it, It was to me that the gignsl meant turn 260 - - all

s turn right and come on course 280,

}<Q:§U:ii}>//(ﬁ7r
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o e
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45, Q. And you thoueht it was incumbent on ip -B0E80R to

"
obey that sgignal by making that turn at that s

A, Well, I inagine they should ¥urp right i
to come on the port side, They wouldn't have
on gtation, They would have been ahead, but i
hzek than it is Te mateh up &4t 27 knote,

12y Were going
n actually
5 easler to drop

46, Q. Who, other than yourgelf, was on duty in CIC.ddriifup

A, , , l., Yadarmsn,K sescond, 7, radarman,
thisd, abi-" 1, sesman sprfshfine,

4;7’ Q. L BN

A, . .1, seaman apprentice,

48, Q, And what were their various duties down in UICe
A, ¥ell, we rolalied duties beétween =zll four of vs Jurikg a
watch, In othsr words, we would shift the man on the DRT 1o
the SUGAR CHARLIE air search, and then shift to the SUGAR GECRGE
tae suriece searth, A% dhe (lke;, 1 ¥Was bm the gurlface dcareh,
wgg talker on the VF repeater, was on the DBYT and
was on the sir search,

49, 9, And you yourself at times had on the head sst asgslgned
the talker duty®
e, =40,

And do you recall where _ s wWas during ssy the 15
lmmediately prior to the colligion®
1z Was on the air ssarch radar,

{8
4 1 )

3

51. &, And ¥
A, He was on the VF repeater and phones,

He wag the talker with the bridget

Bl 8 - A T . wde
A, He was on the DRT, We weren't plotting with it but he

ﬁasostanding by,

Kt
of the WASP was constant, that it was remsining constant?
| A W TiT

E

54, Q. Do you recall sver telling the bridge that the bearing
ig}

o : s s o 5,

56, 9. Do you reecall anybody in CIC pasgsing that information
to the bridge?

A He,




56, §. Do you recall any information going to the bridgs to
the affect that the range was too clese to get further ranges?
L, Yog, &F.
glpse foF [urther ranges gcing
iy 750 yards, I heard A& ye
75'{}._, C_u% "W*Jﬂ’&u, and Too clos
- he act 1&7 [z said, "i Mave lo
at me. He directed it to the
it louu enough 80 everybody b
Bid vou dn CIC ever hear any emelgenty Sigh
ion Quarters" or the “General Alarm"?
iaima
Cross-examined by Captalin .4?31@, a parcy:s
59, Q. What occurred after what you have related, that is,
how did wou manage tTo get aut of the ship and what resScue eflfoptl
were being made by the other shins in the area that you know of%
A4, T went back aft with 1]5+Dr-ﬂyﬁyg whp just haprensd to be
in combat. At the time he was Tuning the air search Padaf with
iy , our leading BT, We went aft and undogged an eight-dog

natcn ~ eight-dog watertight door. He went out first and while
e had & port Tist and vere rolling slowly o
e hmow, I thaught he went

PN )

[

was gettiﬁv out - ~ W
gid ¢ e wen 1= dmi

| went to port and swam out under the over-

swam up forward past the bow and I kept

414 lock bAdk to see, apd flinelly g% to @

Iy T AT A

and was picked mp Ly the gig from the HOLEAN,

6l. Q. Did anything happen Lo that watch that yvou know of?
i i stegisd.

62. §. Did wyou happen to observe what time it stopped?

A, Yes, sir, it stopped at 1026 and a half - - thiriy-five,
actnally.

63. 9. And prior to the eollision, had you oef msion to
ohiserve your wWwatch To nibtiee whebther it was runhing at that €time

4. Yesp, alF, 1t wasd Futmike - = Well, I 2on’t repewher astuall
ooking at it. I set It at nocn every day, and that was the las

L 3 G
time I remcxiber actumlly ledking af 1it., I 41d loek at 4t, Db
i 't remember any particular occasion.

64, . How mnch was it off st noon Wheh you Set #E%
4

-
o
]

4, I set it by the watch up on the bhridgs. | P
bridge when they were checkihg up and comparing chronometars, @
I checked it with the guartermaster,

5. 9. Did it require any partieular adjustments?
L, Wp; gle, I would 287 1t wis mEfbe 10 Eecdnds slow, but
othprwime T mayer et 1t unless 10 Wnsd nore them 2 Blhvtes off.




66, Q, Do you have any estimste as tc how long a period
it wWag between the eolligion and the moment you went into

watery
A, T would say probably a minute or glightly lesgs than a mine

of tin
the

87, Q, Was the watch broken in any way?
A, WNo, sir, It is a stesl-cased watch with an unbreakable

erystal on 1it,

e

&8, 4. And you say Fou femnd a Floater ned?
dz - Ise, 'T1W,

89, Q. And then subgsequently picked up by a boat?
K Yes, E¥; Ttae Zif.

RODMANT
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70, 4. You were taken to th
4, feg, =i¥,

71, &, Did you obgerve any other - - any of the other resocue
efforts that they were making = -~ floating gesr and so forght

A, I went down on the gstarboard gide of the carrier gnd I
would say probably in & minute thers were 1life buoys all over
and nets falling like Train bscause I could see them hitting the

water all over the place,

72, G, Was it lighted up at ths time?
A, Yeg, sir, all arcund the side of the carrier up on the
conning Ltowar,

73, 4, Did you gee or hazppen to have a chance to observe lines
being dreppsd off the side?®
gle, T &100iE aptice, eif,
T4, @, How long was 1t that you wsre on the nst then before
re picked up by the boat?
A T would say probgbly thirty to thirty-five minutes,

75, Q. Looking back on it now in the light of whsat you saw
do you feel that the regeue efforts were of such a nature as to
have saved svery pogsible person under the circumstances?

A, Yes, sir, X would say they saved everybody that waz clear
after the HOBBON went down, I never did gsee her take hser final”’
dive, but I would say probably everybody that was clear was pick
LT.D &

LCDR Tierney:

0t

Jrogs-examined by the coungel representin

76, Q. When your attention wazs ealled to the fact that the
range wWag 760 yards, did you thereafter devote your attention
o the radard
A, Bo, sif, - I turned $o.ths Taieca tubs acain &nd the edlliegl
was before -~ -~ I don't even remember whether I said anything up
the voice tube, I gtarted to because I was st ng right under
the air searczh radar and the voice tube cams v down over the

top of it and I vas standing there, I don't remember saying any
thing but I wag all ==t e,




. @ How, if
possibility that yoi
tion -~ - =%

A, -Yeg, air,

a signal had come about that time, was there a
u might have missed it because your' converssw

Cross-examined by Lieutsnant 37/Em, a party:

T8, 4, Phen you &3dn"t lesr any glginal affer The eaxseus ?

2. T heagrd no gignal after the execute,
79 . Q, Did you hear anyone use the voice ftube other than your-

selrl? -
A, No, sir, That was after the sXecufe?

80, A, Yes, that's what I meant « - I meass , during the last fe

a
minutes?
A, HNe, sir,

Hl, Q Do you h ave any idea how long it was from the time that
you heard ady; pass up the word that the range was 780 yards

until the doilislion oceurred?
A I would estimate about 2 sWweeps of the radar which would b

L

abheut 26 ssconds, Whether it wag or not I eouldn't say = = I
mean, I don't exactly have much recollection as to what happened

after that 780 range,

Cross-examined by Lieutenant K17/E2, a party:

82, 4. Betwgen ths time Thst &gf called up the 7EC yards
and the time of impact, which ygﬁl gstimate maybe sround 90
seconds, just what wers you doing in CICy ;

~

g, I "don't know,

83, Q. Well, you seemed to indicate in angwer to another gusst
that you were standing by the voice tube prepasring to say some-
thing?

A 5, 5

A Yad, EirT

4, Q. What were you preparing to say?

8 4

. I Bpu'% knew, T mémh, thet’e = - =

85, @, You don't remember?
A, I was faeing the wvoice tub— ard T vwas going to 528y some=
thing, but I never did get anything out, that I remember,
86, 4, You don't remember what you intended to say?
'8 dfn‘t remenber what I intended to say., I don't know
whether I intended to have anything concrete to say,

l.J-

()

]

Nsither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the par
desirsd Turther to sxamine this wmtneba,

The aourt informeq the Witness that he Was privileged to make
any forther gtatement covering anything related fto the subjeet
matter of the inquiry that he thought should be a matter of
record in connsction therewith, which had net been fully brought
out by the previcus questioning.

nathing further Tt gay.
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The witnesgs Was duly warned and withdrew,

.7 Qo i, radarman, second elase, U. 8, Havy, was
revalled as a witness by the counsgel Tor the édourt and was
warned thst the oath previously taken by him was still binding,

Exramined by the eoungel for the courts:

1. @, You are the game %&ﬁ that previougly testified in this
metter? :
A, L am, sgirp,

Q. How long have you been in the Navy Mrers?
Approximately 10 yeard and a half, sir,

R, And how much of that has been spent at sea?
L

3 1
&, 211 of 1% Pyt =8 ‘awbnihs, sivF.

4, Q. And how long have you bsen attached to the HOBSCHg
A About three weskg,

. Qs ¥Whal wers ypur Sutiss on the might of April ihe BELH,
2, aboard the HORSON? :
. I was senior radarmsn on wateh, gir,

8 Q. And at what time did you assume that watoh?
A, A% 1945, sir,
7

. &, Now, just ansWer this question yes or no, Did you hear
any voice tranemicsions between the HOBSON and the WASP durin ng

ah interval of 20 minutes prior té o6glliision?
5% We, E1F,

8 Q. Starting at that point of time approximately 20 minutes
pe

wefore GOljiSAOﬂ state to the eourt everything you saw, hsard
or did from that time up to the time of collision®

A, I was on the 80 radar assisting the slesctronics officer an
the technician in tuning it, A few minutes before ths collisien
I heard <k radarman, third class, who ¥Was on the VF giving
ranges ant¥ pearings, He yelled, 756 yards, n1051ng fast M
Immediatelyalter that he gave, T0st gulde dte to short range,

9, Q. "Lost puide due to short range?"
2, Ise, EiF,

10, Q. And how did he trapsmit that %o the bridge?
A In that way, sir,

11, &, Over whst syesiem?
R, Ower the L0 eirenit.

12, 2, And do you recall any other conversation between the
brid ge and combat during the interval that I have referred to
just shortly prior to eollisgicn?

Az Ko, giF,

A
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12, 4. Then the only thing you remember during that period of
time is thHat { (b, the talker, sent up the word "750 yards,
cloging fast, Lost guide due to short rangst®

A, Yeg, siv, he was gilving those in a rsal loud tone eof voice

14, Q, And you recall nothing Turther happening down in combat
A, ‘Bo, air,
Crogg-examined by Captain ? R%y"(:j, a party:

5, 9, Just to make sure I heard right, did you say that you
were working on tuning a piece of ecuipment at the time just
prio¥F to the coXlisiomy
4. deg, BEE;

16, 9. You were not during - - or, at any time during the
10 minuteg prior to the collision Watching the radsr yourself?
A, Well, 30 was inoperative and they were tuning it,

Cross-examined by Lieutenant O (o ¥, a party:

17. Q. I believe that Lieutenant {3-©1 was the slectrical
officer, on the HOBSOK, ig that correctt
i, Thagle Flght.

8, @, What wag the condition of the electronic eguipment
orn boardg
A, The 8C was in - - it Was very good with ranges, The
bearings wese on the VF were gpproximately 4 degrees off, That
was one Pesgon We gave the ranges and bridge took visual bearing

and on these operations the S5C was inopsrative for about 2 days,
gi¥.

",




P Ao ., yeoman, third class, U.S. Naval Reserve entered :
reporier,
19, Q. What had happened to 1%%

A. They were having trouble tuaning 1t. I don't reeall just wh

WaS.e

20, Q. What was the other equipment you had on beard?
A. That was the enly two pieces of eduipment we had,
-peaters.

it

. We had 1«

21. Q. Pid you hear anyone in combat call up to the bridge ove:

the volce tube?

A, I couldn't answer that, sir, for sure.

22. 8., What was the condltien of the radar equipment when the

HOBSON salled from Charlesbten en her last voyage?
A, All rafdar equipment was operative, sir. The 8C wasn't oo

good but it was operative, .

23. Q. And these discrepancies that you mentioned ocecurred arte

sailing, 1s that cerrect?
4. Yes, sir, we had transferred a technicish frem the RD]MAH

He was on thece at the time repairing it.

Neither the counsel for the court, the ceurt, ner the bartles
deglired to further examinme this witness.

The eourt infermed the witness that he was privileged té nake

;any further statement covering anything related t@ the subject me

connecuien therewitn which had not been fullg brought out by the
previous qpestioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

“L~A> c., interior cemmunicationman, fireman, U.S.
Navy, was recalled as a wltness by the counsel for the court and
was Warned that the oath previously taken by him was still bindin

Examined by the counael for the court!

1.?Q Are you the same (L br that testified previously in this
case

A, Yes, sir,

2. Q. How leng have yeu been in the Navy,ﬁﬁy/{j?

A, Nineteen monthe, I believe. '

Se Qo And how mueh of that has been spent at sea?

A, About eleven months,

4, Q. When did you report aboard the HOBSON?

A, In May. = ;

:_;__1 A .
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5. Q. What yvear?
A, OF last year.

Be ‘Qn }iay of 19B1%
A, Yes, sir,

7. Q. And what were your duties aboard the HOBEON on the night
of the collision? o

A, T was cheeking my IC interior communication gear before tur
ing in %o my rack. '

8, §G. Where were you?
As T was in 6IC. ~

9, Q. Were you in a duty status in CIC or just eheeking your
gear?
A, I was checking my gear.

10, Q. Answer this questlon just yes or no. Do you reeall whei
vou were down there cheeking your gear hearing any voice communis
tion between the WASP and the HOBESON?

A. Noa ,

11l. @. Do you recall any conversatlion or any infermatien that
voeu heard paseed up from CGIC to the bridge?
A. I heard the radar man send the ranges up.

12, Q. He was sending them rather frequently ?
A. YeSo- o : ’ .

13. Q. Pid you hear anything else?
&, Neo, sir, :

Neither the counsel for the ceurt, the ecourt, nor the pariies
desired to further examine this witness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make ¢
Turther statement covering anything related to the subject matter
ef the inguiry that he thought sheuld be a matter of record in cc
neciion therewith, whileh had net been fully brought out by the pr
vious questioning.

.The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

~* L, fireman apprentice, U.S. Navy, was reealled a
a witness by the ceunsel for the court and was warned that the oa
previously taken by him was s%ill binding,

Examined by the counsel for the court:

case? .

1. @. Are you the sam &Eyf&? that previonsly testified in thie
& Yoa, aiva ‘




£
. v

t
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2. Q. How long have you been in the Nem q_ ( 7%
A, April of Y5O, v 22 |

3. Q. How much of that service has been spent at sea?
A, Since February 16, 1952. ,

4. Q, Is that the date you reperted Lo the HOBSGH®T
L. T=e, k¥ _ :

5., @. Where were you at the time of the cellision between the

| WASP and the HOBSON?
A, In between the twWe deck houses aaé the main deck.

8. Q. Did you see the WASP befere she struck the HOBBOR?
A, Yes, sgir. , : ‘

?; . Did you see her as she struck?
&, Jeu, a2l

8, Q. At what angle did she strike the HOBSON?
A. Like that, whatever you call it. _

9. Q. At a right esngle, at an angle of 9097
| &, Yep; giP,

10. Q. At what peint did the WASP strike the HOBBCN, aft of the
pilot house or deck house?
A, Straight in between them.

11, Q. Straight in between the deck houses?
A, Yes, sir,

12, 8. Anf at & righb angle?
A, Yes, sir,

Gross-examined by Captain Qj/QV , & party:

13, Q@. Is that just about number two engineroom where you were
gtruck?

A, There ig a hole there for number two enginereom. It 1s righ
there,

14, Q. How long did you see the WAEP before it struck? PFor how
leng & period?
A. I seen 1t for abeut 30 secends.

15, &. How far away from the HOBSON was it when yoa first saw 1
A. I am net very sure about that. When I first seen it, aii 1
coeuld see was the red light a hundred yards or better. |

16, Q. Were you looking out te starboard on your ship when you
first saw it, the WASP's llght?
A, Yes, 81r.




it was toward the end of the ECBACHt g

17, Q. In other words, WASP, is that cerrect?

left turn that you first saw the
This questlion was objected te by the counsel representiing

Lieutenant Commander Tierney on the ground that the witness had
testified concerning the HOBSON's tura.

The guestien was withdrawn,

18, Q. Where with reference to the bow of the HOBBSON did you
Tirst see the WASP?
A, Off the starboard bew., ‘1t was up ahead.

19, §. You mentioned you saw a light. What light are yeou refe:

ring to en the WASP that youw saw? : ’
A. It was up in the mast. I guess it was the running light,

I ain't surse.

Bo;lQ. What ecoler was it?
A, Bed,

L

21, @, Would i% be the masthead light?
A. I think so. It was pretty high up.

| Cross-examined by counsel representing Lieutenant Commander
| Tlerney:

22; Q. You say you Tirst observed the WASP up em the starboard

bow?’
A, Yes, sir.

238. Q. And the WASP actually struck the HOBSON ss you observed
ity.I think, at an angle of 90° on the starboard side, -is'that
correet? :

A, Yes, sir,

24, Q. Between the two deck houses?
A, Yes, siP.

25, @. What did you do then? _

A. When it had put the pert side under water and all that water
came up I think that water got me and took me over the shtarkoard
§i%g: 11 don't know how I got past it but that is what happeﬁed;
i i Lo ‘ . :

26. Q. How close was the bow of the WASP %o you?
A. You mean from where I was standing?

£27. Q. From where you were standing.
A, About six foet, seven.

28, Q. Did the bow of the WASP stop its motion through the
H@BSOS, do you know, before you were threwn off inte the water?
De you have any recolleetion of that at all? '

L, I don't knew. It was too mueh., There was a whole lot of fi:
and sparka. That is the only thing I seen after it hit., I wasnd:
there very long. , .




Examined by the courti:

. 29, Q. In an endeaver to fix mere exaetly thke peint that the
WABP struck the HOBSON, could you lecate it more accurately? Yeu
gaid between the two deelk houses. Between the staecks? ~Long
A, It is aft of the second stack, There is a five-inch drillis
machine on the main deck, That is right where it hit.

30. 9. Bs you know whether the WASP cnt the HOBSON in two entir
-
iyt

A, Ne, I den't.

2

Neither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties

Il desired to Turther examine this witness.

The ecourt informed the witness tha? he was privileged to make
any further gftatement covering anything related to the subject ma
ter of the inquiry that he theught showld be a matter of record i
connectlon therewith, which had neot been fully breought out by the
previeus questioning. '

The witness stated that he had nothing further %o g8y
The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

n A , Seaman apprentice, U,S. Navy, was recalled as
& Witness by The counsel for the court and was warned that the
oath previously taken by him was stillAbinding.

Examlned by the eounsel for the ceurt:

1. Q. Are you the same . (B,Q) that previously testified in thi,

| case? w
R, Mes, ' giPk,

2. @. How long have veou been in the Navy;-YS/&o¢?
A, Almest seven months,

3. Q. Almest seven months?
A, Yes, elr.

4, Q. And how much of that has been spent at sea?

A, Bince the 28th of January.

5., Q. £nd was it on that date vou reperted to the HOBSON?

A. I believe go, gir. '

6. Q. The 28th of Janwry 1952, is that right?

A. Yes, sir, ' .

7. Q. Now where Were‘you on the HOBSCON at the time of the colli-
slon with the WASP? s
Azi was in the leran shack,

‘8. Q. And where was that with reference to the bridge?
4. The pllet house is forward, then there is the chart heuse and
in one corner of the chariid e 1 the leran shack, ’
. 344, -

Pt}
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9, @. In the chart house?
A, Yeg, sir.

10, Q. And after the collision where &id you go?
4. T went out onfto the starbeard wing.

11. @. And aid you reach the starbeard wing of the bridge?
A. Yes, sir, I climbed on the outbeard side of the splash rail

12; 9. Pid you see the commanding efficer of the ECBEON there?
A, Yes, sir.

I 13. Q. And where was he?
A. He was siltting dewn. .

14, @, Sitting down?
A. He wse sitting or the splash rail.

15, @. Bn the cplask - -
A, The spray shield,

16, Q. DPid you have any conversation with the Captain?

| A, Boon as I sat down I noticedfit was the Captain., I eaid,

| "fhat happened, Captain," and he turned and leoked at me and sai
| "Somebody drdntt change ecurse,’ and@ I turned to the stern of ow
| ship and the next thing I knew I was under water.

17. Q. And did you see the commanding officer again?
A, BHs, alr, 1 &lin'T.

Cross-examined by eounsel representing Liesutenant Commander
Tierney:

18. Q. How was the commanding officer dressed, do you recall?
A, He had his hat on and a fowl weather jacket.

19, Q. Did you have occasioen to leok aft at the WASP?

A. In relation te the WASP he was —- the aft of the WASP wasg —-
the . fantall of the WASP was this way {indieating) and he was on
left-hand side.

20. Q. Pid you leook at the WASP after she hit?
A, When I came out the bettem of eur ship was rubbing the side
of the ship. : -

21; Q. The botltom of your ship was rubbing the side of the WASP
A. Yeg, gl¥.

22, Q. She had capsized?
A, She was laying almost completely at a 90° angie.

23, Q. Was thig alongside the starbeard bew of the WASE?
A. I ceuldn't say, sir. ‘ £

24. Q, When the commanding officer said, "Somebedy didn't chang:
course,” did he say it with any anger ia his voice or just as a
matter of faet?

{
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A, He didn't say it with anger in his veiee, mo, sir,

Crosg-examined by Lieutenant %/Q, a party:

25, Q. Did you think you were seeing the entire hull of the:
BOBSON or just part of it when 1t was scraping alongside the WASP
A:“We were right next to i%, and I looked up and saw the WASP,

\That is why I sat down. I never thought the bow weunld sink. I

thought we would Just sit there like that and climb aboard. We
were right next to 1t. _

26, 9. Do you know whether or not the ship broke into iwo
plieces?’ - '
A; Ne, sir, I don't.
27. Q. Bow long had you been there in the chart house?
A, I had been -~ I wenb to the mevies and then, let us see, 1t
must have bBeen about 2:30 or gquarter te ten when I got up to the
chart house.
28, Q. You had been there at least thirty minutes, is that righ:
A, Tes, siF.

29, Q. You hadn't been out on the bridge?
A-. NO, gir, .

Weither the counsel for the court, the court, ner the parties
degired further to examine thls witness,

The court infermed the witnessg that he wag privileged to make
any further statement cevering anything related to the subject maf
ter of the inquiry that he thought should be a matter of record i
connection therewith, which had not been fully brought out by the
previeus duestioning,

The witnegs stated that he had nething further te say;
The witness was duly warned and withdrew;

A witnese called by the counsel for the court entered, was duly
sworn, and was informed of the subjeet matbter of the inguiry.

Examined by the counsel fer the ecourt:

is Q. State your name, rank, and present duty atation.
= O e Lieutenant, Medical Corps, U.S. Havy, M
duty sta£§%n 1s the wﬁSP. , e 4 a

& 8 Sgrial namber?
- QD\Q .

3. Q. And state yeur naval eXperience; _
A. T have had four menths duty at the Naval Hospital, Portsmeuth
Virginia, six months on the MIDWAY, and eight months on the WASP,

4, Q. And when did you report te the WASE?
A, On September 10, 1951, :




Be Q{ What are vour duties aboard the WASPF? .
A, Assistant medlcal offiecer, .

6. Q. You are a graduate of an accredlted medicel schoel?
A, I am, .

7. Q. Are you a licensed physician®?
A, I -em, , -

8., Q. In what state gre you licensed?
A. New Yerk State. .

9. Q. Will you sbabe your medieal experlence,
A, I am a graduate of the New York Medical College in New York,

had a year'!s interneship at St. Agnes Hospital in White Plalns :
yvear in Grasgslands Hospital in Valhalla, New Yerk, and a year! s
surgical resldency at the same hospital, and then I went tTo
Portsmouth, Virginia.

10, Q. How leng have you been a licensed physieian?
A, Bince 1948, :

11 Q. Were you aboard the WASP en April 26, 1952%
A, I was. :

12. Q. And what were your duties then?
A, Ag assistant medical officer, :

13, Q. Did you treat any of the gurvivers of the crew of the
HOBSON?
&, T &34,

14, Q. Since Aprll 26T
Ao Yes, gir,

18. @ Pu you knew of any other medieal officers whe bhreated
others of the survivers?
| A. Yes, =ip,

16, Q. Have you filled out a repert of the nature and extent of
the injuries and of the place and extent of bospitalizabi@n of the
varieus survivers?

A, I have, sir, .

17+ Q. Do you have 1%t with you?
A. Yes, sir,

At this point the report was marked Exhibit 62 for identificatic
18' @. 4And on what lﬁfovmation or how did vou obtain + -
tlon which is C@nta¢ned 5 Elad reD@rt? you obtain the informa

p ] ;
Who were treated on board the WASP, of The men

19, Q. Treated by yourself and by others?
A, By. the medical denartment of the WASP,,

SECURITY




20, Q. And those health records, of course, were prepared subs

auent te the sinking of the HOBSGN?
" A, Yes, they had no records. All thelr records were lest,

E 21, ©. And ie this report signed, sir?
| i, (MEw, AAR) 1L RS,

22. 9. By whom?
A, By me. .

The report was submitted to the parties and to the court, and
the counsel for the court offered in evidence, F

There being ne objeetion, 1t was se received and 1s appended
marked Exhibit 62. ‘

23, Q. Does Exhibit 62 contain a 1list of all thHe injuries that
were sustained by EOBSCOE persennel in this ecellisien?
" A. It ineludesg all of the survivers., All of the survivers wer
admitied to the sick list whieh was used for receord purpeses in
oerder te determine whether there was any exposure cor other injar

‘24. Q. And this repert ls accurate?
L. Yes, gir,

25, Q. Did you have occasion te examine a bedy that was receve:
from the wafer affer this cellislen?

A, T saw the man's bedy. I personally didn't examine him eare.
I Tully. -

26. @. Did you take his fingerprints?
A. Not persconally; ne, sir.

27. Q. Do you knew if his fingerprints were btaken?
A, His fingerprints were taken, yes, sir.

28. Q. And who took these fingerprints, Doctor?
A, I really couldn't answer that, sir.

ge, Q. Do you knew whether those fingerprints have been sent te
Waghington? -
A, Yes, sir, they were sent to the Bureaw of Personnel.

30, Q. Bureau of Personnel or Bureau of Hedicine?
A, Bureau of Personnel, I beliesve.

k

i

I - 7] For comparisen with the prints of Chief Boatswain's Mate
A, Yeé, siPL
32. Q. And I believe you say that this man thought te be‘@“g
wag dead when you saw him, ' =
A, Yes, &ir.

Heither the eccunsel for the court, the ceurt, nor the parties @
glred to further examine this witness. K

RMATICN

‘ CQ
g;ECHJ{Q@

3]




The court informed © witness that he was privileged te make
any further statement covering anything related to the sunject
matter of the incquiry that he thourht should be a matier of eece:
in connection therewith, which had not been fully brought out by
the previous queptianing,

The witness stated that he had nothlng further Te say.
Phe witness was duly warmsd and withdrew,

Lisutenant b Hrde , U.8. Naval Reserve, a party
was recalled as a witness by the counsel for the court znd was
warned that the oath previously taken by him was still binding,
and was again reminded of his rights as a party, as a witness anc

against selfl incrimination.
gxamined by gounsel for the court:

1¢ @ Tou ane the same Eléytemsnt g,b* thet has Beeh pravisus
g the atand ‘in bhis eapef

4. T am.
2 G I hand yoiur ExhlPpit &2 and ask you to sxamine 1% and statss
whe ther the men whose names appear on that list were assigned to
A
[¥

i
ity ahtard the U.B.8. HOBBOW dr B6 Eprl]l 1BEZ 1k 2 duity stetma,

A, Yes, siyr, the¥y wers,

3s §. And were thay in that duty abtatus at the time of thes zZall
aion betwesn the WASP and the HOBSON?
B Ted; Fird ‘

3

4e Qs Do you know whether, or do you have any reason to bellisve
that, the Injuriess of any ol the men mentioned in that sexhibit we

raceived through their own misconduct?
2. He, a2ifg
unscl o the gourd, thes eourt, rndy the parbles d

Naither the co
r examine this witness.

NG
sired te furthe

The witness reasumed his gseat as a party.

fhe ecourt them; at 1662, a@jounrnad wniil OB50 the next day, 18
Nay 1952, “

e




ingairy:

P

Txamined by the counssl for the court:

e 4. dtate yolur nawne, rank, serlil number, brandh of
and p'r“‘:s‘a'n“,‘t Antvwy aetation. ‘

Aus ‘ Bk ARt 5 Jumioe, commender, ssrisl pumbar
UsH, present duty station: OCommander Yine ﬁl‘LSiGn B2,

]

U.3: Naval Supply Depot,
Bayonne Annex,
UeB. Baval Base
New York, NWew “ka
Tossdsd, Way 15, 1933
Ll ”,,,.f_ ™ t o qurro - b/()
_..ﬁ@ COUT S IS ait Uodde r A
- ’ o2 Ch
5 e ¥
Fresent: o wh
—
Rear Admiral e s U S, Nawy,
Rear admiral CQQ\ . 3. Kavy, snd
Rear Admirsl 3 « 3. Navy, mambars.
Iiautanzit, (ompapdad™ L em—— e~ o ELy ¥ 3 Hzwal
Fesasrve, counsel for the court.
Iisutenant i . U. 3. Maval Reservs, assistant o
sounsel for the courtes
Commsndsr ; IFe 5 U ds Hary, adviscr €o the soEznds
for the coart.,
Saptain: o I ; U. B¢ Havy, party to the
inguiry and hig sounsel.
Sommander ) . 3 g e By Hewy; conpndl rapresariing
Lieutenant Commander Wiiliam . Tiermsy, U. 3. Navy.
Lisutsnant y Ue 3. Mavul Reserve, part
to the inguiry and his eounsel.
Lieutenant ; = a Uy 3. UWegypal Resaprias, party Lo the
inguiry and his counsel.
E i dn ;) Fitet elasss, Us' ds Wavyp, seboFhar.
Ho witnesdes ot otberwise conpested with the luguiry wate
pressnt.
A witness ealled by the counsel for Lhe gourt antsred, was
duly sworn, and wag 1nfo ﬁmed of the zubject matter of Lhe




o 8. Wat was your on- Aptil 28, 1882, sirt
&. T wasg Commander Wi: 82 in the RODWAN snd lying
mant Ip taat ghi

s @ Diveatlng joﬁr 2
sbout 2800, wnat ot ps were in company W
4. The U3S WASP and US3 HO y

and who was T

A. The Commandiag Cificer aT tha WEAST.

5, Q. mder whose operational control was the HOBSCN operating,
siket
A. Thder the epevatidzal zonirel of Commander Tesk Jrocup 88,1,
o, and that Task Group was at that time = part of what
- s 2 e

7. @y o, #EX1 wou stata under whose administrative control
the HOB3S0ON was omerab g

A, Tmder my adminis tra b ive contrals.
3, 2. &nd under whose administrative control were you operating
.

s T - u)
LOINAaNGS

L
Ed
ol
D
Q
O
3
9|
3
O
e
o]
iy

A I was operx

rating under the adminigtra
Mine Fores, UW. 5. AT

antic Fleet.

5. §. Wow, on thls occaslon jou were cperatinz under an
|l operation order and plan?

B, Yos, 8ire

At this point the court sat with closed doars,

s il T " I T ey B . ; == X =

The sunectators and press WLLMufeW'¢@qm Ehe courtroom.

on plan under

10. 2. Did you == wvather do you hawvse ths opsrati
ing at the t{ime

¥
twhich wou, the HOB3ON, and the WASP were operat

lor collision?

Je iB@ L | RO BE - LR

-

e YOS,

et
4

Ze Qe Would you produce 1it?

A, Yes, It was Commander (Crulser Division FOUR Op order number
1=-52, which was derived from Commandsr 3Sscond ¥lest's Op order
2=-52, and wnich stated that CTF 88 0Op plan 1-51 was sffective
excepting annex Saker to that latter plan,

=



15s Ge I hend you & fodider markead Hxhibit 63 for identirficati
and ask yvom 1f Ebau is Opefation Flan 1=52 ol ComTask¥orce 595
Commander Crulser Division PQURY that you have referred to, si

ke Y=, wiFs 1t 184

The documsent was submitted to the parties and to tge couxt,
or The ecourt offered 1n sVIiASNCS.

s

and by the counsel o

There peing no objection, it was 50 received and is appended

markaed Exblblt 655

U\.\

G. I hand you a paper marked Buldpit -4 fdr ldenttfisditile
is that the operation order of CemmEnd g% - Sedvnd

- & Lo
and ask you,
Flzset 2~52 that you have previously refsrred to? '

fo. Th isa g

The documsent was submltted to the parties &nd- 65 The coumrs;
and by ﬁﬂe counsel for the court offered in sevidence,.

There baling no objecti n, &t wep so reosived end is Gppamlad

15, @« I hand you another paper, Jommander, marked Exhibit 60
ntification and ask you it that is Commander Cruiser

Fo dde
Division FOUR Op order number 1~32 that you previously referred
TG gy | BTRER T

2
&s Yea, 8ir, 1T d8.

The document was suum_ttﬂd to the parkiep
and by the counsel for the court offered in evi ans

There being no objection, it was so recelved andamarked Nt
Exhibit &3, :

18s &a Now, on the BuvﬂLﬂ gilr, of Abril 26, ToF Joir Tagk
Unit of which you have said t1e Commanding Oificer of  the WFASP
was OTC, wsre the publications ¥mown as ATFP]l and ACPL75 in effsc

A, JCPL7E was used for sigiml purposes and ATFL— wsll, 1=
nal direetly lﬂVOiVGhs T ceomdidered A" S -He BTl gs

17. Go Had any message or any other order been recsived maling
TPl sffective &as of noon that day, Commander? i
ks W5, only @ =ignal & Initenlion teo plaes i4 in efiegt 8t nes
had been recelvad pFier to ouP detachment from the mein body;
howevar, when the Task Unit Commander used ACPLl75 for the signal
in the afbternocon, I assumed that 1t was - both were effectivs
Tee e Bhiks

T
C"l‘

£ ) 5 ] 3 o b = T 1 :
i8¢ o You wers part of the Task Unit, under the commanding
n




e, B

18, Be You 4%d consider LTFl 10 effect rather than the USEHA
wWers the signals used from ACPL75 and did they call for maneuve

wriich ware undsr ATP rathsr than the USF seriss?
B, I moeat Tespecliss

20, 8. As I understand your testimony you had earlisr in ths
day and soms time prior to noon on wbrilﬁﬁh 1932, - vealived d
ntentio

signal from Commander Task Group 88.1, that it was his 1

to put ATPl and ACPL7S in effect as of noont
A. That is correche Y
21, @s But yvou had received no other messsge or signall?
As HOe :
22, @. (continuing) Directly putting those publications
it MANBUVETS degsecribed in thoss publications 1n sffect?

23, 9« At what time was the task unit in which you were
operating at the tim F golligion detachegd from the maln farse

As About 0700 on 3ha 28tha.

24. Qe imm9d ately = - Wher@ wera you sir, ian your ship from
abowt CSEQQ ThAt night up Lo t Time &t colTi ion®

A, On the bridge of the RO UANs :

1alS exchanged between the
Ty &SR = 02 g ToOU TEea Lkl

25s 8o Did Fou hesr 2n
and the HBUBSON during &
them now?

any
that
4, Do vou mean sigpels ~ signels received by both ships?

a
g
P

27. @« ¥ow, will you tell the court what those signals wers
and the approximate Lime they wsere sent and recsgived and whaths:
you heard the HOBSON receipt for them, sir?

A., I don't remember bp@lelcally which ones I he
versonally and which ones were relayed to me.

nd

g

£8. €. You mean relayed to you by persommel in your ship?

Aa Y@3.

29. G Will you tell thepocurt what signals were -~ all the u
gsignals that were either relayed by personnel or which you hesar

persona31v9
Ao About 2812, signal "FOX CORPEN" -~ "285 SFPEED 27
receiveds , . i s

-

> «"}1_ g,{
%nd L LS
B B e e S e




-~ 5 = .~ i PTG ¥
B0 & From the WASPT

5 I8
el Eeny S ' 3
Hle O ust g sizgba, afr, &5 you Enepw opr-de you resall-gir
i o T AN Ty AN
that was receipted for by the HOBSON?
Ae. T 2m nOT SUre, ,
Bde B 413 FlEEL; BEire — ’ .
3. About 22235 the signal “iturn 265 spesd 27" was made and

gxeoutseds

33, Q. Frow the WASP?

4 o
Ase LESa

Z24..8, Do you rezall whethsr that signal was receipted for

or acknowledged by the HOBBONT?
T do nmot recells I believe that dignal course 28
either befors or during the turn,

A I was
corrected to 280,

- it 28 foup rectllizetion that e HiFE

signal was originally pul in. the air as 260 and later corrected
As Porhaps 1 should say rather, the ccourse we were coming to

was 26D.-

55 B 10 obther Wwords,

S8« B Apd do yoU Tecall whather that slgnal was recsiptad
for or acknowledged by the MNOBSCON?
A T 8w RO _ ;
did you hear any other gignals pricr %e
Tormation between

e TEE | Hews ) sd i
gellision from hée AP - any sweliange of in
the WAl? and the HOCESON durlng thaf periced?
&y L peapd @ sEpnd s, Bt BO one . peint w=EE
besn commenced I heard the HOB2OW ask a cusst
1id not understand ths gquestion, but thought

Lo

about his station. I heard the WASP answer ¥irr

r the  turn had

D T - TEe WReT. o
t was something
CfiirmativseW,

S8. Ge You mean the signal from the HOBSON was garblsed, that
You conldn's tmderztand oF you don't resall whsgt it was,’sir?
A. Yo, £ thiok T couldh't héxr it in the wind and noiBs,

5¢. e Do you recall either hearing or having relayed to
yourself a "HIKE CORFPEN" signal from the WASP?
’ EE

I don't recall definitely although that may have been the
method by which we recelved this courss 280.

40. Qo Do you know whether, sir, there is a radio log kept in
thie H N that would reveal these voice transmissions and
gxactly what they were? fee

A There is a radio log, A the completeness of which I think yo
0o examine it.

willl have ©

CONFiR
SECURITY IF

e e Ao —
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41. Qe Had the HOB30N sarlier in th a ey
rtiecu 1a& operation?

'S

“uAd positign for that par

2. Qs And what was that position, sir?
The Task Imit Commander directed me -to aasign plane guard
s

& L Lamd
stisns for afternoon and night operationss I originated a

dispateh to the HOBSOWN and the HODMAN, info %o the WASP, that
e

was assigned plane guard station number one, HOBSON

LIe It

plane guard station mumbsr two for night cperations = day and

night, todsy zad tomight, I thisk thée woixing ih tha digpaTeh
a and nighb.

pxamined by the court:
. 43, Q. Did you assign the RODMAN number one and the HOBSON
numbsr two dav and plokb¢

dis— SEE; B .

Hxamination by counsel for the court continueds

44, @« Commander, will you give a narrative of the sequence
events lsading up to this collislion between the WASP and ths
HEhEscl, what yow f=w, what IohR eguld =ee ATOW youwr ship?

As AL what polnt do you want me to sta

of

45. @G« From say 2200 on up to collision.
About 2200, I'm not sure of the time, I was on the bridge
LD WA Ad some time after 2200 I belisve 1t was; I was
he after starboard end of the bridge, nsar the starboard
and loocked for the red truck lights of the HUBS6N and
] . s&s them at that timse. Possibly because the ships
close Lo being in linep and & little wvariastion in skabien
ng on the parit of sither ship might have placsd the WASP
e uss. JIn any event, I asked the ﬂ“” ON
Llglita on and recelived & reply in the MArTi
nad to the vicinity of the starbsard flag bmg
nrough my binceculars, was able to . make out
- Lﬂc HGBBOW. When the turn signal was exs 0
on the starboard wing of the RODLANts bri ge. JFu
first pard of the turnl I sam that the ship was turning with

e s
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and maintaining approximate bearing and distance, I
ssed to the port wing of the bridge and attempted to spc
Nts truck lights, as we came around nsar the snd of the
_ think i1t was, I saw his lights dimly and very close to ¢
ahead from the RCDMAN. I then went into the pilot houss and
looked in the repeatar and ssw that ths AJBSONYS aistance from
the WASP was approximately the sama, 23 hundred or thres thousar
vards and about that time T heard this conversation or rather
duostlon from the HOBSON which I believed concernsd her station

e e
e
-
:‘H
[#2]
K

& @

oF of of oF ot
i .
5

*

ﬁ‘

iy b t

and the WASP answsesring "Affirmative, Fot having heard the cone-
versation exactly, I asked ths HOBSQY she understoed her .
station to be night recovery station nuﬂbew two, and s%e reoplis
in the *Lfrix atlva“ i Lhen stepped out on the starboard end

a1 Ehia b“lqss again. and remained there, and about that time i
think the plamess were basginnimg to approach the landing ecircles




know how long I was there when the word

s (copntinued) T «diomi)t

came up From combalt some tilﬂb about &8 wollision - first planes,

then, scmething about collision on the Cllght dsek snd finalldy
05 I looked to the port and saw smokse

coll¢51on with the HOUL3GXN. nd
forward of the ¥¢bP‘S isl nd and the WAS SPYs Searcunlights were

ghining. 4bout that time the signal " SMERGENCY" was reported
from the WASF. i

I then asked the WASP if thsere were pervsonnsl
"lome a;

they answered "Arfirmative" -

in the water and

to &tarboard. T than d*“ectcd_the RODMAN to close H

which we had alvsady commenced to accomplish, and the ship close
at the best speed thisy oould hawing redard foF Ppos=ihis Paidpls
in the wabter and we soon hsard pscple 1in the water,. With ths
searchl i;h+s we saw them, Ths ship dropped liferafts, life-~
jackets » topped all engines and backed - we were clear and put

| our motﬁﬂ Wﬂﬁleooar in the weter and continued to search Through

| the area the best we could, investigating the debris and looking

| for suUPrvivorse. ihe RODEAN returned to the - HODHANTs boat

| " o]

f returned to the ship, dissembarked thelr survivors and the @Aﬁp's
I becat cams alongside and disembarked some sSurvivors and then the
| rs® told me it would be neesasary for her to . gst rway and
| recover planes at midnight, but the RIDMAN had s o
| sonnel which we thought might - would be best off
|under medical care. We had one man who was most
| aslkkad the WASP to delay until that man had besn
'We asked the WABP if she wanted the RIDMAN to ac
Iher in recovery and she said "Affirmative®. We
'boat - the motor whalsboat about 0020. And about 003
the WASP got underway. The RODMAN was some distance
plans guasrd station and maneuvered 1n that direction
| £ station as soon as poasible, and acted as plane
ths wggf while planes wers racovered. And about 0100,
the STRIBLIEG, wiph the COREY amd O'ALRA worse sigh
to thait the CORAY, I belisve, had besn assigned as
srd numbsr TwWo. Ani upon completion of the recovery
ns the WASP relsased the RODMAN and dirscted us to rspor:
DesHlotFOUR at the scene of the collision, which we d
;on.ruooLblﬂf CombDesPLlotlPOUR 41?9 sted the RODMAN
scene or the eollisilh e eafimEitsd Goeng. of e Eb
and ret urn from the eastward, wipich we did and the ssarch
continued. Searchsd Lhe area untll dayvpreak, at which i
FlotFoLE Formed up tnx ghidpe inE MMge TiPst at, five Euad:
thovqand ards distance and we ssarched through the are
; tions until about nmoon. From that bime on we
operated under ComDesFlotFQUR. There¢ werse mumerous rafts, life-
jackets, and regcue gear in the water. Duri: the mO“ﬂlQG one
injured man was takesn by helicopier to the WASP. The intenticn
was to take the ofthers, but the weather had be i1
continually throughcut the morning and the tran
than that cne man was finally cancelled by ComD

[

[T

o
How 3O

00 ot O s
R e
TGN R
S o 5
ot @

o
o o

(0]
i
o
=
i_

[T
,._.

[

ot
[
o

then a2t
undesr ki

a5 ;—'
1
)
e
Lo
@
(]
o
O
hrt
i)

) L..f

et O, wEy ethen

nideratand 1%, the following ships perticipatsd
réscue cperations: The WASP, RODMAN, STRIBLIN




47, @» And av what time about did ComDesFlotFOuUR sumse
charge of the search and rescus operation?

A, Tt muast have been b@tween approXimately 0030 and 0100,
while the WASP was recovering planes and the RODEAY was act
as planse-guard.

43, Qs And up until that time the ﬂ&SP ~ the Commanding
foicef Oi +he WASEF was in chargs of ssarch and rescus
operations, i@ thEt correct; air?

o Y68

49, Q. fthen was the search abandoned, Commander?-at what time?

4. I think aboit noon the following daye Although while we '
vere waiting for the WASE shipse were in the vieini¥ty while ths
WaSE ertfected repairs and before reporting ready to proceed,
¥ e WSE Sfye @b " the time on that, The weather in the mean-
time had deterloratead and vistbililty was ag little As three
thousand vards, the wind had picked up, the seas had built up
uptil it wes reslly - You eonldn't see much of the surfass ab
that Cimee

50. §+ Do you Fegall the fores amd the dirsctien of the wind
at the time af epdllspiont

ds T would estimats 1% to be @pout Frem Z30 -axyi about Hser
knots.

o L SR R v*si iTity was good?

S Visibility was good - dark, but clsars

52, S Bit = jupl siat ships Toeck survivors aboaprd; 2ied

e The WASP and the RODMAK. The WASP had several boats
in the water. Tihs RQDMAN hed her only boat over as we approached
the area of the scens of fhe col“lciezg The water was literally
covered wilth lﬂfuu, lifejackets and rescus gear of all types.

55+ @a And were all the survivers later transferred to ths
WARPT

As Yes, oh, I think 1t waa the Tuesday following - Tuesday -
they were transferred by helicoptsr to the WASP.

24ds B In your cobpinion, Wwers itha seareh and regcue opsration
efforts in'all PeEspects adsguatal

ds NE SiF.

55 @« Are you awars of any outstamding meritorious srvice,
er heroic aets, randered by anyons?

As NHOe ’

56« R+ ATe you awgre of @ dereliction in the verformance of
duty by anyonef?

As Ne, sir.




SECURITY IN

£, H. A& few minules ago vou sSpoke of Ophserviing, I thlnk

quoting you, "The ship was turning with the WASP", were you
referring to the RODMAN turning with the WASP?

EL TS

58. Q. Did you consider it incumbent on the HOBSCON cn the
exsecution of the turn signal you referred to to make the
dirscted turn simul Ldneoaséy with the WASP?

A, No, Plane guards should take steps to get into the proper
plane guard station..

59, @« And in your mind should atrive at that ststiom id the
most expeditiouns manner possible?

k. ‘Te3.

60, Ha Tom speak of times; Commander, wWas thers &y tids
check conducted betweeln ths ships that evening? &

Lo ek BREE T MewElls

1ther cotinisel for the conrt, the court, nor the perties
desired to further examine this witness. ~
ormed the witness that he was nrivileged to make
egment covering ahything related to tﬂc subject
gulry that he Fnoqght should he &z mattsr of
tign therewith, wnich had et beer fully hrewaht
ions guestiening.

The- court. fmf
gy Darther sk
matter of the i
racord in conne

7

out by ths pre
The Witness stated Tthal ke Had nothing fMrther to Bav.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

4% thie point the <ol #at with open JdooFg.

CONFIN
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. B 2y
b €.
-
\\' &
'%R , yeoman, second class, U.5. Navy, enters
&s reporter.

Cantain il i Ue ®, Navy; & party to the
inguiry, was called as a witness by the grutise] for Tthe CouUFt,; &
was duly sworﬂ He was reminded of his rights as a party. TJe
was advised his rights as a witness and under Article 31,
eiform Code of Military Justice, and was also gdvised that any
statement made or testimony given by him might be used as evide
against him in any subseguent trial by gourt-martial.

BExamined by the counsel for the court

1. . State your name, rank, serial mumher, branch of service
and present duty SbaLlOﬂn

A, ; captain, , U.a, Havy,

2., @. You-aze & party t0 this dhguiry?
d« 1 34
3. Q. Captain; will you dessribé -your navel ahd mmrises

expaerience? j
4, I graduated from the Naval Academy in 1926. I we

A4
battleship TEXAS: spent a year there, and went to the b

ol
ot ¢t

o
batt 1 aTEl
WEST VIRGINIA and spent a vear there. The next two years I was
on the USE HOECHMIS8, survey vessSel operating in Cuban waterg.
From thers I went to_“ensacuia for flleht training. greduatiag
i3 194t 1 wERL .To- 3 IiEphter sqvadron on the AAXiW TON and re-
mained there until 1934%. From '3%, to '37, I was an instructor
in fighter amd later torpedo planes at Pensacola. From '37 to

139, I was attached to Bombing S%uad?on FIVE on the USS YORKTOW
T then put V0-5 in commission. That was an observation sguadro:
attached to the forces of the Atlantic Fleet. From there I wen
to Panama as executive ¢fficer of a patrol plane sguadron and
worked up fto cormand when the war starited. PFollowing that, in

1942 T was operations officer of the new Fleet Air Wing 12, Sta
t Key West. I feuained there until 1943, then I went to the 8
the Commiander in Chief., In 19445 I left there and took commy
the USS bUlDAUL“AL a CVE, From 1644+ to ?945, I had command
a honter~-killer Ta k Gromp in the ATlantic, Whieh eonglstad
five and sometimes six de@tlojor cscorus. in 1945, L wrent &
aif BUDPOFL control mmit ln ednnettion with the buildiné up
the Pacific campaign. When the war was over I went to Cuam
r a couple of months. I was the Naval Liazison Officer of s

Group. I then moved to Commander Marianas Staff on Guam
I was operations officer and 1Oqlbtlp5 of ficer. In 10k
ityied to the United S¥ates €0 the Qfficzce of ithe Chief of

iperations where T was in the av¢atl on detail section.

In 1950, 1 went fto the Triilstrial Coilege of the aArmed Farrss

and tﬂcﬂ placed the WASP in commission on the 10th of Sentember

the WASP since Septemhbe:z
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SECURITY ‘

5, Q. Directing your atfention to the 26th of April 1952, wa
thne WASP in collision with anotheyr vessal.
Ac _‘_ewﬁ : b

L

B, Qe What vessel?
A4, Ths USS HOBSOHN -(DMS26).

7, Qs What was the time of the collision?
2225, as nearly as I can determinse.

Be Qe TFETER 2ope tine®
Aes Yess ‘

9. Qe What was the state of the ssa at that ime, Captain?
4, If T may refer to my statement: The state of sesz, smoob
waves, thres feet; wave period, six seconds; dirsction, 270,

10s Ge Will you state to the court the ssquence of events
leading up to the eclligibn, air?
&e I believe I can best do that by reading »y statemsnt: ¥O
& April 195~, I was ths Task Unit Commander and Officer in
actical Command of the WASP, RODMAN, and HOBSON, and since we

[V ]

!

E

nerated as a unalt only on bnat day I am giving a resumg of all
our operations. Upon completion of the WASP's reluellng from
the tanker about noocn., I dbrected 2 course to take peositien
away from the main body from which we could launch night attack
I also dirscted that the DMS's be ordered to take screenling
positions. About 1300, I sent a message to Commander Mine
Divigien 62, in the RCDMAN, to designate the ships for planse
guard stations number ONE and number TWO for Tlight operations
that aftermoon and night, He designated the RODMAN te bake :
number ONE pesition and the HOBSON to fTake number TWO pOalthM@

O

'@ll the following signals were made and sxecuted oy flag hois
AL 1345 the WASP directed the DMS's to Ea:e plane ard stabion
which they did., At 1350, the tactical signal fer alL ships o
turn left simultaneously to launching course was executed and ©
gignal was hoisted, meaning alircraflt operations within 10 miput
At 1357, the WASP steadied into the wind on launching courss

285 and signalled this coursge to the D[S'se AT 1358, the start
of flight eperations was signalled and at 1400 the first of nin
planes was launched. At 1416, with the last plane off the dsck
I sigmalled & new sourss, and turmed right %o course 060 Trues
At 1438, while the planes were cireling overhsad, I signalled
the DMS's that it was our intenition to recover alrcralt on cour
280 at spesd 20.

“this was followed at 1440 by a turn left into the wind to re-
cover the alreralfft, The first plane landed at 14586 andi the las
at 1827, During the landings both plane guards malatained
pesitions satisfecerily. Following the recovery of the last
plane at 1529, the end of flight operatioms was signalleéed and
the fermation twrned to the new course of 06> degrees Trues
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SECURIT

nrhe ahove exercise conducted in ad q o
purposes: First, to familiarize the pilot L
shes before The night operations; znd ik
through'! the Carrier Task Unit procedurs usi A,
Publications prescribed for these operations ion
was normal in all respects, At 1548, all sh ad
porfal erilad ﬂg formation, and we steam 065
eeg to reach a position w ell away from & Trom
we could conduct the night operations oln

MOTNLING »

S
; q54 ., ‘Frag 1
nnvt WGL'CU’OP“ ¢ﬂ.carefu1.y dogging
tmrnteg ofS sty bright Lights 1In mneb
traveled passagewavs and ladders. AL nc time before fthe colli-
sion did I see any naked lights, except the red tricks, on either
of the DMS's. The weather conditions were favorable for night
flying aparations. The alght wag 0!63“, sxfremely dayi, high
overcast at 25,000 feet, middle broken at OLO feet, low broken
at 2,500 feet, visibility tem miles, wind WdSu southwest about
240 degreses, 10 knots; temperature v8°5 degress;. Ses watar temp
:f'ﬂre L degrees; sea state smooth, wave height 3 Ffset, wave
& seconds, divection 270 i & was o vigihkls
né  from oo high 00197 - whe b ides 6T
the hlls of the EDY dark water,

same Task Group orders directed the Carrier Task
;uinv Measure GRERN during nignt £flight operations
Tactiesl CommaLﬂ, I directed that this lighting
wh1€ night lighting measure consisted of rsd
the surf=ce Shipe but mo T™aning 1Iigkis,
ers were sounded at 1900 and lighting measure
G set. Due to darkmess all orders issued subsequently
were by voiece radic. At 1940 we again sent an intention signal
Hiat we would De operating gircerafll in ten ninubes oh course
265 degreess, speed 20. Both ships receipted for the message.
at 1945 Lientenant, junior grade. b g relieyed Lieu-
termant, lonior gekde, b 6. *, L8LER]) amd tha Jupler Cffice
of the Watch was relieved by Ensign G%v’kz . o+ At I95H . e
turned to course 265 degrees in order to gzet proper wind fom
launching aircralt. Commencing at 2001 we launched ten aircrsft
by catapulting. At 2034, we signalled the completion of 14 ght
oparations, and at 2035, by signal, we turned the ships simul-
taneously to the left to course 102 degress True
"Phe migh pei attack o the mel
hody fome [ifty mil zireraft attack
was completed about ypat el 5
During this attack ¢ d stesd
102 and condudted in t 2209
eheck was held with e volce




(continued.,} clreult and communications. were sat*‘sfaotorym Th
QUPPY airceralt returnsd to the Task Unit at 2220, by which +im

ths attack divisions had returned te a point 30 miles south of
the WASP. In accordance with my instructions, pEeparations fo:
night recovery had been commenced at 22104 This consisted of
vaoice radio course and speed intenticn signal to the RODMAN an
HOBSON. Bofth ships receipted for these slignals, At 28221, we

commenced a simultaneous turn to the right bte course 260 degre:

True and Increassed speed te 27 lmotg, At this tdme the HORSONM
was on our starboard guarter, True bearing 245 degress, dis tan
3,000 yards. His new position for night recovery was to be 1,(
vards on cur port besam., The WASP's 00D ordered RIGHT STANDARD
RUDDER at 22?1, Shortly after the start of the turn the HOBSOD
requested confirmation that she was to assume plans guard posit
for night recovary of alreraft, This was confirmed. About twe
degrees before fthe WASP reached course 280 degress True, I oh-
served, through my binoculars, that the HOB3QON's rea truck ligk
had reached a positicn about twenty degress to the left of ocur
pro jected recovery course of 260, and that the relative besapring
was changing to the left, I noticed that the asctual wind was

slightly to port of the anticipated wind, hence at thia time T
directed a signal be senf informing the HOBSON and RODMAN of a
change in course to 250 degrees True, A4s I continued to observ

the red truck lights of the HOBSON on the port side, they sudde
1y grew dlstlnctly brighter, I immediately gawve the order ALL
ENGINES BACK EMERGENCY. This order was telegraphed Immediately
to the esnginercom, The HOBSQONt's lights o‘oqea rapidly and the
ship passed across ths bow soc clese that 1t disappeared from my
sight under the forward end of the flight decke The bow, with
the large number 26 and the forward stack appesred on our star-
board side and I thought he had possibly cleared, However, al-
most immsdiately the WASP, whichhad only ¥eached a hsading of M
268 degreeg, struck the HOBSON amidships on her starboard side
and swung her bow aft on our starboard side. 4&s the bow was

swung around, I asked if we had stopped and was informed thaot we
were still making neadway. I stopped 2ll engines as soon as T
thought we were dead in the water, At this time It appeared ths
the HQ SON had broken in twe. The geographic location was Latiw
tude ~21 N and Longitude 44«15 W, The dspth of the water was
2685 ﬁ&thomUQ

7

Practically simultaneous with the cellision, I gave the order
LIGHT 3HIP, COLLISION QUARTERS were scunded, then MAN O VERBOARD
Fire and rescue parties were called away and-”?TFE BOAT CREWS, M

OUR BOATS,™ Line, liferafts, life preservars, and nets wsare
immediately ordsred dropped over the side, All flight deck fiwre
stations were manned, The HOB3ON and surrcunding area was inme-~
diately illuminated by search lights and the RODMAN was directed
fo assist in the rescue. Approximatsly four minutes after the
collision the HOBSON up-ended and sanl,

ﬁ% x:
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' ﬁhhe WASP lay dsad in the water, continuing rescue operatiocns
until sbout 0015, at which Cime we go t underway and recovaered
ten aircrafit, leaving our boafé in tne watexr to continue the-
rescus,. As we were shsadying mn courss Lo recover aircrafi,
Admiral %/k, in the S'\IBLTNngwvth,O‘P'RE and CORRY arrived .

and hes tdok charge at the 3cen¢ af the collisiocn.®

11, @ MNow, will jonu oontinﬁe your narrative and describg
the search and rescue operatiops?

&, If I may, I have one other thing I would like to put in at
this time. In summary, I have here a chart on which I have had
PDPQHSEfucdsd the track of the[ﬁ&m? from the point at which thes

turn from course 109 degrees True was commenced to the point whe

' the collisicn with the HOBION ?cuurredg It Lmﬂiudes the moat
T likely track of th HOBSON as &dduced from the evidence from bex

position at ths suart coit - e man;%ve“ Yo the point Ol colllsions
Tt also includes ths plane guard positicen W which ths HORSON ha
been assigned. I would like to smphasize that this eha¥t is
nerely a chart which has been worked up by me ST the assistancs
of the pesopls who have a331steq M 0 B s o b OFT DagllbT,

12. @ 1Is this the chart to|which you have referred?
b _ Wl TN Al !

The counsel for the court remuestea that the reporter mark the
chart Exhibit 66 for ideﬂt7170&ulopg It was so marked.

s B 4And This merely “eoresentv your best judgment
= ecflve tracks taken by the | WASP and the HORBSON Ffrom
26 &pril 1662 up to the painik @+ epllisiont r

e ThEL Ty @OREEEUE

[NV}
0o b
4]
D
i
)

|
The chart repressnting the w4tness’ Judgment of the respective
tracks of the WASP and the HOBSON was submifhted to the parties
and to ths court and by the comnsel for the court offered in
evidence. ;

There being no objection, itlwas 50 rﬁﬂalveu and is appended
marked Exhibit 68, f
|

4, (continued.} The WASP Was heve {indicatlng) &t 2B281. '"Pha
; HOBSON was heres {indlcating) at 2221, When the execution of the
& turn signal was made the WASP made a turn to come te 260, althou
we had 25 knots herve, (Indicating) Through the motions, &
certain amount of speed in a t&rn,uwwe,dropped to 21.8 and on
down, At 2283=-«Lthig polnt (*ﬁ@icatin J=~the surface search rads
on which the HOBSON was being o]otuea failed, There was an
approximate range of 3100 yard$ on the HOBSON at that time, At
thias time here (indlcatlng) the bearing was, at the start, 065
or 248, 3,000 yards, This is where the collision ocourred,
This is whsre ths HEESHIT WDO%ltlon wonld have been, and 1f the
operation had continued normally, the WASP would have been here
at that tims, The bsarings at'l?éo vards were giver to the

CONFIDEN
SECURITY [ME




{continued. ) oxt mat
here (indicating). We have assumed that that was the me whe!

Jiid

i
the BOBSQN was heve f(indicating). The WASP was approzimately
g) and the HOBSONW approximastsly here at 740

vards Clpﬂicating)a This change was that the HOBSON went to
course 130 and then tool an average courss of 020 until the iz
burn here (1lndicatingls Gentlsmen, that 1z how, I beliewve 1t

happened.,

HOB3OH at that time, and the WASP was app
t

H
)]
l-h
p
o
=
o
}‘J
5

14, Q. Captain, when you gave Tthe turn sigral, did you expe
the HOBSON to turn simultaneously with the WaSP?
i
he Hes s

Did you feel that 1t was incumbent on the HOBSON in

Q@

15, Qe
turn simultanecusly Wth the WASP?

obedience to that signal to
A Initiaily, yes.

B
16, ©s IFf the HOBSON had turned simmltaneously with the WASEL
to coufée 260, dld the besaring-~rather, would the bearings have
been approximately the same as they were on the actual course
she took? .
4, That is very difficult to answer because it
supposition of where she was going to end up. If he made a
comple te 90 degree turn, she would have ended up far ahead of

my port bowe

T B #hat I am trying to get A% Captein, l&, eeuld pou. oF
tell that the HOBSON had

your Oltlcaﬂ of the Deck, by bearings;
not exscuted the turn to courss 2607

Ae HNHog

18, @« And at what point were you apprised or could yeu have
been aporigsed that she had not cbeyed that signal and turnsd to
courge 2607

Counsel representing Lisutenant Commander Tisrney objac
this question on the ground that ths guestion assumed fac
svidences

ted to
S | e

The cpunsgl Tor ths scourt raplied,
Captain (i< |, party, replisd,

Gounsel for the court withdrew the guestion.

19, @« At what point, Captain, could vou have been apprised
that the HOBSON bhad not simultaneously with the WASPE: come right

to 2607 :
A, In order to answer that I am going to have tTo br

doctrine.

in

-J.

LN

]

Ceunsel for the court withdrew the question,

SRAATION °
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g5s Qe Did yow have emy difficulty rdcovsring the girerall?
4, No. The RODMAN took her plane guard position, Admiral
came in with his three destroyers and asked me if T wanted
ancther one in number TWO, and I said, YIndeed I did.™ 3o he
sent tThe CORRY, We rscoversed them--~ten sirplanes. ‘[Then we re-
turned to the scens of the cellision. '

2de B And continued your search?

A, We did note Our boats did, but our boats were by then so
lew that they had only about an hour's amount of gsaoline laft,
and we had to 1ift them and bring them back oﬁ@oardﬁ o

28, We Was the mearch for survivers continusd throughout the
following day?

A, Admiral =T was about two mile 1 ;
| the &elllsicon when his group was eloging. He took charge of the
search and continued the search. I had Cinished recovering the
planes, and I directed the RODMAW and the GORRY to go back and
report bte him and we came con back, but we iasl to at about the
scens of the cellisieon and started recovering our boats. The
search continued the next day. We did not participate except

toc send the helicoptsr oub to fly between the destroyers on ths
sgarch line but the weather was so gusty, and with rain squalls,
hat somstimes you couldn't even see the destroyers and they
widn'ts ses each other, so we recalled the helicopter and conw
nued with our damage contrel and shoring on the forward part
of the ship, I thimk {he seapeb was contimued untll aboul nogh,

W

¢t O o

~
b=
'Y
1
i
=)

but frankly, I don't know. They were waiting for me to report
to them #left I coudd get underway. And when I did, I backed,
I didn't know what damage was forward so I just backed into the

S€8s

28s Qe What is your estimate of the elapsed times between your
backing order %te Ghe engimes and the collizion?

A, I will have to look at that. Approximaetely, a2 minute., I
lave tried teo reconstruct ite

272 @Be That 13 your best judgment?
ds TYoa; i3 ime A

28s Qa And the time that you gave the ordsr for all engines to
back emergency, you knew the HOBS0N, of ccurse, was in dangerowus
proximity. Did 1if ocenr %6 Jou, Ceptaln, to give any whistle
signals?

A+ Yes. However, I think I will have to answer that by saying
this: That my backing signal was given on the incrsasing of ths
intens ity of the HOESON's truck lights, I did mot see the Imld
of his ship and since he belonged on the port bow=-ph the port
side of the ship, a2nd was so close, he might be passing down the
port sides I did not kneow that the HOBSON was heading directly
for us and by the time that I e¢onld--this was a flash decisién
==y the time we could get out a signal--if ¥ got one signal out,
one blast, I was turning right. If I only got two blasts ocut,

T was turning left. My chances of getting three blasis to indi-
cate that I was backing full was practically negligible, and T
felt that any whistle signal might be more confusing than re-
maining on the course which I said I would kespe

hpoiri

3 B
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‘board 1L

Q, And could you tell from the positicn of the HOBSON's

15,
1ights the hesading of the HOBSON?
M '

;:'f‘

e T
[T H]
[l A

L
¥

o)

] &

= Eva . :
WASP and the damage control measures which you undertoock, sir

A. The damage consalsted of a slit=~IT T may draw it on the
I can describe it better., {(The witness drew a picture of
8 the water line {indicati

30, Q. Would you, in general, describe the damage dorms the
o b

I-Jl

the forward part of the ship.}) That
Tt consisted in a slit about fifteen Teet, as far as could tel
about fiftesn fesoet, three feet above the water line i about
+twelve Ffeet belilow bhe water line, The Tilrst bulkhead was Lramg
19, That is where we shored all the way aft., The keel and the
forefoot remained, but it broke off apparently scme time on our
way back, The damage on the port side was not as great as on th
starboard, Both chain lockers were open to the sea and the bulk
head which held the starboard chain locker To which the bilitter
snd was atbached had carried away, and the starboard chain was
hanging down 108 fathoms and has ap 8P-foot piene on the ends W
The port anchor chaln caméfand came down in this Tashion {indi-
catingle That only went eighty fathoms. We were able fto recove
all of the chain, brought it up on.deck on ths forecastls;, brolke
it into 15-Fathowy lengths and hauled them aft to the hang%r deg
For further details on the extent of the damage , I am afraid th
ship vard will have To give you thate .

ot
Q-

2le Qs Caplain, will yeu descPlbs Four veyage back To port In
the United Stetes, and any difficulty you enccuntered during tha

voyage? - -
A, It may not be accurate, but I will try.

52 Re Just vour best resceollection,

ke As soon as I felt, the morning of the 27th, that we had th
watertight boundaries developed and knew as to where we stood,
the weather was getting rough. The weather forecast was better
to the southward, and asdmiral @j&;sent me & messags as to when

.we would be ready tc get underwdy, and I said, "We are ready now
S0, we started backings The waves were about 25 to 30 feet from

240° and I was terying to make good a course of 180, - The engines
would only back 140 rpms except in an emergency, so I backed

140 rewvolugtions on the starboard serews and about 19 degrees ©
of left ruddey on., Now, the reason I used 19 degress of left
rudder, we found that she would hold a general course by holding
about 20 degrees from 080 to O0l0, and we backed, about 3:00
olelock in the morning, something happened as that system didn't
worlk anv more so we bhacked around 1n a circlies Then T found
that the peort screws werse winding--windmiliing backward at about
40 revolutions and I had the enginercom cut them down to 20 revo
lutions, and we were able to regain steering., About noon of the
28th, I was ready to come around and Ltry to quarter or put the
sea on the bow, Well, I did thate 'The turning was very ver v
difficult, having to back full on twe engines and go ahead full
on the other two engines in order to swing it se we progressed
baele, tacking across the sea. Every time it got too rough, why




er
by other surface vessels?

SECUF

{coﬁtinuedg} we would turn our %all and find an gagier courses
I guess that, asg it always appsars, we tried to fipd & tomfoarts
ablﬂ course in the afterncen and Ebﬁ sesa would change Jjust when
it was darlkest at night, and we would have %o do all the experi
manting while it was dark. One night when the port anchor chal
tumbled out, one of the youngsters who was a 1ittle bit nsrvous
onn the bridge reported that the bow was falling off. A&nd about
three days out, we got soms calm wsather, and we got dewn insid
to sse what the damage was; pub the swall boat in the water and
then started bringing up the port anchor. And mest unusual, we
gbt quite good weather, so we wspre able To bring up ths other
ancher, JLThen we camé ine

35 @ Hew, dlesciing yougr attention te a point ahortly befa:
the collision; what was the Interval, T S et [Fe udgment, th
elapsed between your first intention si ignai Tor this mantiaver a
vour signal to execute the turn? '

A, Teén minutes,

[£7 QTN
o

B4, Qs From your position on the bridge of the WASP, ceuld
yoiL tell at what angle she struck the HOBSON?

4. Not exéept that it was at a right angle.

35: Qs From your chservabtlon of +
ne oo llision, do you know at what po
truck?

As Hoe. I do lhow that it was about the alter sitacks

e HOBION irmmediately afiber
yint or wherse the HORBION wa

mocr

86, §s dnd dld Che BOBEON besalt in -two, aler?
Ade I can't answer thats I belisve it, but I don't know,

37¢ .4« Do you know how much way on the WASP had at the time
of the cellisgion?

be Nogs I do not knows

38e Ge¢ What was the last range to the HOBSON given you by
combat before the radar ?alled or do you recall®

de LE was 3100 wyards, but Irtden!bsoremembsr wha
given to me or not,

ther 1t wss

39s 8o Did you have any method, other than by visual obser-
vation, after the railure of the radar, to determine whether bths
rangs petween the WASP and the HOBSON was closing psrilously?

As Nos

404 Qe You have sald that aircralt warning lights were burnis
on the WASP, Were theres any other lights burning on her?
e Yes, but there were no others which were designed bto be

‘seen by other surface vessslge

41, Qo And do you know whether at the time of the collision
theose lights were properly scresned so thay could not be obsarwve




i, I think my word ®designed¥ is misin tsrﬁveﬂfede As the shi
woii you can seée certain ath? lights that are designed to be
horizontal with the plane of the horizon. TR8Y were, as far as
I know, adjusted to that planes

42, Ge Would you describe the location and arrangement of the
airveraft warning lights on the WASPE, approx mats ly?~

A, A1l around red lights,

43, @s OCns light, sirf? ‘

4., Two lights, way up enn the top of The mast, .

44, Q. Are those situatsd fors and aft or across the ship?
£s Fors and aft,

45. Qo . And what 1s the distance between them?
&, Threse to six fest,

i6, Q. The polnt I am getting at, Captain, if wou Mnow, &are
your siveraft warning lights om the WASP so positioned that the
HOBSON ecould dsetermine  the WASP!'s hesading?

4, I can't answer that, .

47y Qe Were there any other officers other than those vou
have mentionesd on the bridee of the WA”P at the time of colilisio

A. Yes, Commander ol , our executive officer, was there,

D

éag Qe Was he participating in gilving any ordsrs to the helm
parti 1Uatzg in the manjévers in any maaner?
As Jo, Bir,

49, Qe Who had the comni of the WASP at the time of colligion?
Ae - I ad- Ey

50e @o And had you assumed the conn prior %o the order o
the sngines, YAIY, ENGINES EMERGENCY BACK®?

& No e .
I ) (A

5ls € Wb had the conn prispr o fhe®f

Ae L eutsnant ?y;b . the Officer of ths Declke

52. Qs And is Lieutenant “y¥’ in your opinion, {n all
respects & gualifisd officer cof uhe deck?

%a Thoroughly gualified in all regpects,; including the fact

that he has brought the ship to anchor and gotten it underway
by himself,

53. Qe How long has he been so qualifiead?
%, Since 10 September when we pubt tThe WASP in commission.




3, ~\» -, yeoman, second class, U. S. NWavy, entered
ag reporter. , .

A% shis point the court =at with closed docrse
The press and spsctators withdrew from the couriroocm.

Captain, would you tell the court underr what

nublications = - what maneuvering ingtructions and cormunica-

tions instructions you were operating at the time af celligien?
Ao ATP-1, ACP-175 and associated publicationses ;

54. Qe NOW,

When had those publications been put in effect, sir?®

53e e
A. At 1200 local time that day, the 26th.

56, (e By whom, sir? :
4, The Gormander Task Group 88.l.

57« Gs And he was what ~fficer, Fre
Ao ComCrubDiv4, Admiral _ﬂ74§ a .

58, Qs And had those publications been put into effect by
dirsct order or had it been an intention? '

4, He soid shat ®it is my lotentios e 'do this,® and bis
initial dispatch said at 1600 that day; tThen he came through
and ehanged and said, "Change my so and so to 1200." We assumed
that it was in effect.. And during the afierncon exercises those

were the publications we usedes

9. Qo Then there was no dlrect order or statement from any
perscn that those publications were actually in effect, is that
correct? : i

A. I sent a dispateh to the Commander Cruiser Division FOUR
two days ago asking just that guestion, and I have not received

& Feplys

60, §e» But you had conducted exercises and maneuvers
vourself that afterncon in which you used the doctrine and

tactics from ATP=-1 and communication signals from ACP-175%
As Thatts right, . ’

6l. @. Now, would you relate to the court the exact verbﬁge e
of the ssriess of messages and signals that vou have describsd
in your testimony in open court? :

Aes This is a standard check-ofif 1list which is used by all
of the officers of the deck on the ship. It has been in effech
sinece we started fleet operations, I believe, oh, bsfore
Christmas. It starts out (witness reading) "0-20 minutes:
Check true surface wind., Wind over deck desiréd., BStart

inereasing speed to tsome' knots and®*rsuch¥ time informebiecm. Wi
Sniorse main engineering control in advance if possible. 0=-15 S

minutes: Determine signal for leunching. Course and launching
speed, Hoist in time %0 execute at 0-10 minutes, O0=-10 minutes:
Hoist FOX at the dipes Turn intc the wind. B8Steady on course.
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Ao (continued) O=1 minutse: TWOwblock FOXa 5WiPd on ?h@ porE.bov
Be prepared for emergencies.” - Now, all ol tggge signals ilg
this pattern of time, At 1350 - - no, wait a minube. At 1543,
T directed the DMS's to take their.plane‘guard staElons which
they did. At 1350, ths tactlcal signal to turn‘le%? was
exscuted., The signal, I think it was = - o@, no, it @gs =80
turn, and we hoisted the FOX signal indlcatlng aircralt ?per:
ations will be commenced within 10 minutes. We hoistsd 1; at
the dip. AL 1357, we siteadied inte the wind and hoista@ the -
signal—MIKE CORPEN 285. At 1358, the EOK_flag wa s Fwo—?locked,
At 1416, wnen the last plane left the deck, I had the signal,
HpUEE 080" second repeater hoisted and when the ships had
answered we sxecuted it and we turned right to ﬁhat cou?se.
At 1438, while the planes were circling overheadi the 81gna;
FOX CORPEN 290 TACKLINE FOX SPEED 20 was holsted and executed,
and then I followsd that at 1440 by & flag heist TURN FOX
PORT which is one of the new ACP signals mesaning we would
turn lsft into the wind bto recover aircraft. Feollowing e
recovery of the last airplane, the FOX flag was executed and
the signal "TURN 065 TACKLIYE SFEED 20" wasihoisted and was
exccuted as soon as 1t was two-blocked on the DMS. At 1800 -~ =~
at 1940, we sent an inftention signal FOX CORPEN 265 TACKLINE
POX SPEED 20. That was by radlo; both ships receipted for 1t.
At 1948, we sent the tactical signal EXECUTE TC PCLLOW, TURN
285 FOX I8 AT THE DIP., When both ships had receipted, we sent
MY TURN 265 STANDEY EXECUTE EXECUTE. Both ships receipted and
we turned simultaneously. At 2001, we two-blocksd FOX. At 2034
®0X was executed, and at 2035 we bturned the ships simultaneously
using the tactical slignal EXRCUTE TO FOLLOW 102 TUENe. -Both shix
receipted and we sent MY 102 TURN EXECUTE EXECUTE. At 2210 we
sent a voice signal to the RODMAN and the HOBSCH, FQX CCRPEN-26E
TACGKLINE FOX SFFED 27. Both ships receipted for the messages
At £220 we sent the following signal: FOX I8 AT THE DIP EAIECUTE
TO FOLLOW TURN 260 TACKLINE SPEED 27. As soon as this message
was received, TURN 260 TACKLINE -~ - or, we ssnt MY TURN 260 ZE Y
TACKIINE SPEED 27 STANDEBEY EXECUTE EXECUTE., At 2224 or right in
there (indicating), a8 soon as we came closer te ths wind I
noticed that the wind would be slightly teo far on the pert bow,
and the best information that I can get - - I cannot remember
this. I was standing by the primary tactical and I sent out
MIEKE CORPEN 250, Now, the RODHAN had & sick transmitter on that
frequencey¥ angd T did net get a ' waply Te 18, but T turped and tTold
the Junior-~@fficer-of-the-Deck on the secondary tactical across
the bridge from me to send that signal to them and delayed %o
give him a chanee to send it, but, however, I did start to come
around - - I bold the 0fficer-of-the-Deck to come around gently
to 250, We might have checked at 254 depending on how the
direetion of the wind would be given. The policy on the ship
was that at any time we changed course & degrees or more ws
notified the escorts by the use of MIEE CORFPEN. ' Those are the
signalse _ :

62« Qe In meaking your turn to the right, Captain, what tacti-
cal dismeter did you use? '
As 1500, - 1500 yeards. -




63. Qo And that is the tacticel diameter prescribed in ATP-1?
Ae 1T 18a _
64, Qe Do you know of any message 0o any o
Grouo Commander or anyoneé it autherl iy dirsg

tactical diameter be nsed in this operation?
4. Do you mean the operation which I was conductlng?

rder
ting that . a diflerent

68+ Qo Tes, =E¥s : .
4, No. No such message had heen recelived.

86. Qe During your exercises crossing the Atlantlic, had a
tactical diametsr of 1200 yards been used at any time in the

maneuver of the task force?
Ae Yes, sir. On the previous Wednesday afternoon when the

group was assembled, we were conducting drills under the ACP and
ATP which were to be used. at that time the Task Group Commander
signalled tactical diameter 1200 yards will be used, He also
AL & 3 H . & i &
signalled stationispeed will be 25 mmots, and operational speed “
o7 knots. And I belisve we made & few - - possibly two or three
turns using those figures - - those directives, but thoss were
cancelled at theponclusion of that. Let me say it this way: o
Those applied to that exercise and that sxercise onlye.

67. Qs Your group was sailing to join the SIXTH Flest, wap

1% ood, 1Y
A. Yes,

68, Qe Do you know whether SIXTH Fleet instructions require
s tactical diameter of 1200 yards rather than 1500 yards?
La' T da and tost e -

59, Qe And was this exercise in which a 1200 yards tactical
dliameter was used a preparatory exsercise for the mansuvers that
you were to be engaged in when gad ling tinder SIKTH Flaet
instructions or do you know?

Aes T don't know, 4

70. @+ And what time, sir, on the evening of April 26th had
Lighting Measure Green been pubt in effect? wad
L. Abtiit 1900s .

e

=
02

cf &

And it remained 1in effect from thait time up until
of celligliant

® B
O @

[0

&
W 3

L
g =

&

72+ Qe Did the operation order under which you were exercising
reguire that a lighting Measure Green stay in effect from the “&

timée of youyr original launchimg 6f aireraft up o the time of

thelE resoveryj
A. Yes. Because flight operations were being conducted, you

mizht say, continouslye ;




TBs B In copdueling your flight operations during the
Captain, when you were operating under ATF-1, and ACP-

arternoon,
1752Bur turns into the wind wers made by the execution of a fturn
signal under ACP-175, had either of your plane guards upon the
sxecution of those signals failed to turn simultaneously with the
WASE?

Aa I\IQ L]

74, Ge Capteing I =all your attention to Section 587 of
ATP=-1, and gquotise UNavigation lights on darkened ships and any
ship endangered by others. ®hen ships are darkened, and any
ship considers herself endangered by another, she, iz to switeh
on dimmed navigation lights. Other ships in the immediate
vicinity sighting such lights are to awiteh on their dimmed
navigation lists. be When it is necessary to change formation,
formation axis, or course of a scresned unit, dimmed navigation
lights may be switched on if it 1s not certain that gships will
clear esch others® Did it occur to you in the execubion of the
maneuver which brought the WASP and the HOBSON together, to order
dimmed navigation lights on?

As NOe .

75. Qo Well, do = - 7 .
A, May I change that? I did not consider it necessary since

we were operating purely by tactical signals of executicon and
the formation was small and simplee.
76. Qs Captain, did it occur to you at the point of where you

=
ordered, all your engines emergency back to switch on your nav-

lization lights at that time or to lighten ship entirely? p

As I preferrasa te lightem ship.

77. Ge And did you order that immediately upon the exscution
or upon giving the orders to all engines emergency baclk?
Ae No, it wasn't immediately. It followed along bshind that,.

78, G Does that "light ship® inelude running lights, Capiaia?
Ae It includes everything that can be turned on on the topsidee.

T+ 8Os Well, in ths ekecution &f Thet order, wefc Four ™hns
ning lights turned on? _

As I cgnft inswsr that. My order was Mlight ahip.® "Purn
on all lights™ so that it wasn't a navigational "light ship%,.
T4 wap "oubn g all Jights e

80s @+ As best you recall, sir, what was the wording of the
message sent by the HOBSON to the WASP on voliece radio regarding
whether or not the HOBSON should take plane guard station 2 for
the night recovery?

‘Ae ®8hall I take plane guard station for night recovery of
aireraftt® My answer was Yaffirmative.h °

8ls §e Did you consider your answer to that question an order
to take a diflferent course from that you had previously ordered

En your turn signal?
A« It was not an orders It was permission for her to adjust
her maneuvers to gebt into the positione

CONFIDENTLAY
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82. Q. Was there any reference to time either in thse
question asked or in your reply?

Aes NOs

;

At this point the court sat with open doorsSe

83, @« Captain, what was your physical location on the bridge
of the WASF during the maneuver which resulted in the collizion
between the WASP and the HOBSON - = where were you standing?

A. How far back do you want me to go back? ;

84, Qe Well, I would say from your turn signals - « from the
execution of your turn signals?

4. I came out on the bridge before the turn started and stood
over in the starboard after part and saw that the officer of the
deck wd s carrying out the maneuver and that the other people
were doing what was supposed to be done, and then as they
stepped forward I welked behind the officer of the deck on the
open bridge to the port sides The 'open bridge! iz really
a closed bridge. I was then actually in & position in front
of my chair with the voice tactical circuit here (indicating) a
compass here (indicating) the indicator in front of me (indicat=-

Thg be

85, §. And at the time you toock your position on the bridge
at the beginning of the maneuver were your eyes fully night
adapted? .

4, T san't say thal.

86. 8+ And how long had you been on the bridge, Captain, or
about the bridgs or in the pilot house?

A, I would say 20 minutes. I can't answer that directly and
no one can assist me, I don't remember the times I went out on

the bridge while operations were impending.

| 87. §e During how much of the maneuver commencing with the
signal to execute the turn were you in a position to observe
the HOBSON?

A, I would say that I was in my pesition on the port wing of
the bridge azbout here (indicating on Exhibit 68) I saw the
RGPMAN, and then as we swung around here (indicating), as soon
as ws came around, I started watching the HOB3SON off te the righi
and followed her around the - = from on the starboérd bew aeross
"so that I was watching her from here {indicating) - = i

88, @ Could you sse her heading fhrough your binoculars?
Ao NO, sirs |

89. @e Were you or anyone else on the bridze taking bearings

on the HOBSONT
As I was nots

~ CONERU
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90, 8¢ Do you know whether anyone else was taking bearings

an 15, 2185
Ae I canit answer that. I think I might qualify that by

saying bthat with the compass which I have with an umlnﬁbed b
d1al and my binoculars, I can look right across the compass

and take a seaman's sye bearing

91. Q. But you don't know whether during that maneuver any-
body was taking bearings on her through a palotost
A, I canit answer that. :

+

92, Qo What was the poswtlon of Lieutenant . B 45 ; the O0ffice

o‘mtneareok, on the bridge during that maneuver ?
A. As far as I can remember, he was to my right.

95. §e Over on the starboard wing?
A, He was on ny aide of the bridge omn the port side of the

bridge, but his exact position, I don't remember.

94. Qe Do you recall what he was doing during this period?
Ao He was watching the HCBSON just the same as I was,

95« @s Through the binocculars?
I can't answer thate. .

A
e -

96. fe Do you recall what other personnel were on the bridge
and in the wheesl house during this period?
Aes I would have to get that from a piece .ol paper, 7T r=n

read it., On the open bridgs, I was thers, Commander ST sy
. the Bxecutive Officer; Iieutenant (junior 5ﬁade) -
. the 00D and Lisutenant O JOOD, and

; Seaman, on the JX telephone circuits
97. &« That's the inter-communicatlon phones or sound
powered = = = %
As Bound powered phones connscted with the SeaPCﬂélDﬂte In
the Dilof house were the Junior=0fficsr=of-the-bedk. Ensi &Y
¢ the quartermasiter of the watch & I
have their names, but I haven't their initials. The steersman,
» The boatswain's mate of the watch,
The JS talker, : » The messenger-talker,
: y the emgine order tulagraoh and lee stesrsman, 'y
A¥. One other steersman wxder lnstruction by thesname of

iy ) » Those were the bridge personnsle.

98. G dre ¥you the offisial custodian of the varlious official
records of the WASP?
Ae I ame .

A @e Have you the Quartsrmasterts Notsbook that was in use
on the WASP at the time of collision?
A. I haves .

[
i |
)

100. @+ Would you produce it, s
A. Here it is. %
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int the Quartsrmaster's Hotehook was marked Exhibit
1 :

»ig 10teb00p from 200 40 Ba00, B8 Lpe
e paPtims en@ bo The court. akg by L@
urt nf fered in svidence.

(SR ¢

Thare inhg no objec*iom, it was 30 received and permission
was granted to substitute therefor a photostatic copy at the
coniclusion of ths 1h3u1ryn Such photostatic cOpy is sppsnded

(g Bt it &%,

©

108+ §e« That was in use Trom 1800 to 8400, 25 April 1958F

o Would you produce 1f7
. Hepe 1% =g

At this point the Ufficer-of-the-Deck Acugh Log was marked
dixnibit £8 for 'fdentifisatimm

104 4+ 4t his point, I want o, Gaptein, eall vour sttamtiom
te the fact that dxhibit 68 for identification only covers a
psriod Tram 1300 &6 2400 on the Both of april%

&, Yes.

o e B yold have iu yobr shetofy anoilss log thet comtipues
m 2400, 26 April through the next day?

4. LI think that you have the even numbsrs day. Ths odd days
nother rough., We have ths other ona.

, Sir, and would you bring it to court at soms
b

2
A, Yap; sifs
Tne Aough Deelk Log from 1200 to 2400 on the 26th of April was
submittad to the parties and o the court, and by ths counssl
for Ths gourt offaered in evidencs.

Therse heinz ne objspgtion, it was 80 received and permission was
qnawbuﬁ t0- substitute therefor a photostatic copy at the

cnelusion of the inquiry. Such photostatice copy is appended
marﬂea fxhivlt 68.

n your posssssion the Of

107. 3. Do you hav .5
pericd from 1200 to '4VC ereiad |

g, i
Smooth Log eovsring the

'3

Would you produgs it, sir?

£
Hare 1T is.




i

At this point the Smooth Deck Log was marked Exhibit 69 for
identilficatione
i/
2” 211 1838, w=s

The Smooth Declkt Log from 1200 to 2400
submitted to the parties and to the cour
for the court offered in evidencss

an& by the counsel

There being no objection, it was so received and permission
was granted to substitute therefor a photostatic copy at ths
conclusion of the inquiry. B8Such photostatic copy is appended
marked Exhibit 68.

109. §- DO you have in your possession, but not at this time,
the Officer™s—of-the-Deck Smooth Deck Log covering the period
from 2400, 26 April 128532, through the next day?

Aes I haves

’

110, G« And would you bring it to court at some fubure

e b e
Ae Ye3e

111l. §« Do you have in your DOSSBSS1OQ the Eqélneer:%g grell

-Book in uss aooard the WASP at €& time of collision?

&5 LoEves g

112, Q. Would you produce 17
Ik | HEEg ks i .

At Tthis peoint the Engineefigg Bell Book was marked Exhibit 70
for identificatione
The Fﬂﬂlneefiﬂﬂ Bell Book for 26 April was submitted to the

parties and to the oourt, and by the counsal for the court
offerpd In evidanee

Tiere pseing no Obj@“"lOﬁ, it was so received and permission
was granted to substitute therefor a photostatic copy at the
conelusion of the inguirye. Suech photostatic copy is appsended

marked Bxhibit 70,

113, @« Do you have in your possession, sir, the Engineering
Tog Book covering 26 April 1552%
4. I have,

[
3
-

1l14. Qe Would you produce it, s
As Here 1t isa ;

At‘this point the Enﬁlneerﬂnﬁ Log Book was marked BExhipit 71
for identifications :

The Enginsering Log Book for 286 April 1952 was submitted to
the partiss and to the court, and by the ecounsel for the court
offered in Sl denEs 4 .
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being no objection, it was s0 received and permission was
to substitute thersfor a photostatic eopy at the cone
Such photostatic cony is apvended marked

Thers
granted
ciusion of the ingulirye.
Exhibth Yle

115. @« Do you have in your possegsion the Navigational Chart
wnigh was in uss aboard the HWASP 5t the Fime of evllisiem?

ks I havs. ,

118s &+ Would you produce 1t?
Ae. Here it is. ,

At this point the Navigational Chart in use on the WASP at the
time of collision was marked EBxhiblt 72 for identificationea

The Navigational Chart was submitted to the parties and to the

sourt, and by the ecunpel fer the ecoulr® effoFed in evidames,

There being no objection, it was so received and vermission was

granted to substitute a true copy at the conclusion of the inguir
Buch true copy 1s appended marked HExhibit 72, '

117. @« Do you have in your possession the Radio Voice Trans-
mission Log in use during the afternocon and night of April 26th?

A I Tnaves

At this point the Radio Voice Transmission Log was marked
Exhibif 70 for identifications

118 §o Doss this exhibit, this Radio Log to which you have
referred and 138 marked Bxhibit 73 for identification, contiin
only the transmission over the primary tactical maneuvering
civcuit?

As To the best of my knowledge.

1l2s Qe DO you know whether thers is aldy radio log contailn-—
ing the transmissions over the secondary tactical circuit?

As I do note _ :

one is found bring

e
=%

120s Ge Would you make inquiries and
1t at some future date?
Ao YSBe ;

The Radio Voice Transmission Log for the FPrimary Pectieal
Maneuvering Circult for the afternoon and night of 26 April was
submitted to the parties and to the court and, by the counsel
for the court offered in evidence. :

tThere being no objection, it was so received and permissicn
was granted to substitute therefor a photostatic copy at the
conclusion of the inquirys Such photcstatic coov 4is appendead
marked Bxhibit 73, Sr S R
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The court then, at 1210, tock a recess antil 1330, at which
time it reconvened.

C}/% yeoman, third class, U.8. ¥aval Reserve, entered

as reporter.

present: All the members, counsel for Bhe o, il the
partiss and their counsel and the rsporter.

¥o witnesses nob otherwise connected with the inquiry were
pEEaenie :

Captain Qj/ 2 il - U.3. Navy, a party, the
witness on the sftand when the recess was taken, resumed his seat
as a witness and was warned that the ocath previously taken was
still binding.

Tramination by counsel for the court combinued: -

i2l1. Q. Are you the same Captain 1jf£9 : that was on the
witness stand when the court recsased before noon?

i

122, §. Do you have in your possession the guartermaster's nofbe
| book Tor the 27th of April 1932 which was in use abecard the WASPS
|

i e 4 BEve s

At this point the quartermaster's notebook was marked Exhibit
74 for identification.

The quartermaster!s notebook for the 27th of April 18552 was
subzmitted to the partiesg amd to thse court, and by the counsel Ifor
the court offered in evidence. -

There being no objection,it was so recelved and permission was
granted to substitute therefor a photostatic copy at the conclusi
of the imguiry. Such photeostatic copy 1s appsnded meryed
Exhibit 74. ‘

Examination by the counsel for the court continued:

0= IV

#

123. §. Do you have in your possession the officer of the
decltts rough leog of April 27, 1952 which was in use aboard the
WASP on that date?

Ao I have. J

124. @. Would you produce 1t.
A. Here 1%t 1s.

1

o

At thie point the. offieer of the deck'p rough log for 27 Abr
1552 was marked Exhibit 75 for identificatiocn. . '

The officer of the deck's rough log for 27 April 1552 was
submitted to the parties and to the court, and by the counssl for
the courji coffered in evidence,




"y
o

There being no objection, it was so recelved, and permission
was granted to substitute therefor a photostatic copy at the
conclusion of the hearing Such photostatic copy is appended
marked Bxhibit 75.

Examination by counsel for the court continued:

your possession the officer of the

L. @ Da you have In
WASP? on 27 April 1952%

deck's smocth log ased onn board the
A B DETE

At this poipnt the officer of the defk's smowth'leg For HY
April 1952 was marked Bxhibit 76 for identification.

The oificer of the deck's smooth log for 27 April 1952 was
submitted to the parties and to the court, and by the counsel fo
the court offersd in evidence,

RiacEe Delnb o objection, it was =6 PFeceived, and pérmissien
was granted to substitute therefor a photostatic copy at the
conclusion of the inquiry. BSuch photostatic copy is appended
marked Exhiblt 76,

mﬁpatlon by the counsel for the court continued:

i s
Taal &,

‘ you bave testified that you sent an
linformation signal To the HOBSON and the RODMAN which indicated

| that your recovery <course would be E50. I am not ¢lear on your
1testimony and therefore ask you whether that signal was recesiptec
ifor or aclknowledged Ly either the RODMAN or the HOBSON. ]
4, I did not recelve & receipt or acknewlsdgment for that

B, §. Caphain,

ot

fﬂleSsac"eo

! 127. Q. Had you gome to the execubion of that signal by the
time of collislasy

A. When I did not receive an acAnowledgmelt to my slenal- T
directed the officer of the deck to have the signal transmitted
grer apother voice dircuit. L -Rad comisheed echkring to5 the lefw.
As soon as I had an opportunity to repeat that message to the
junior officer of the deeck and put it out I had commenced to come
left to 2586. However, if I may say so, I might not have come tha
way far. I was trying to get the wind on the port bow and I migh
nave checked the turn at 255 wherever I could get the wind.

_ 128. &« Do you know how far the head of your ship had swung
in ths alrectlop af . 850 Wy Lhe tims of éollisient
5, About 2° ALTBOR A 5 S .

e

Qe And it had not come appreciably further than that?
A. No, 1t had not come any further. :

153G. @. Do you know whether the junior officer of the dack
but that signal out over the voice circuit that he was using?
I don'tt know.

53
=% »

13l. @. In this formation that you were in at the time of
collision, what ship was the gnide?
A. The WABP.
COMNFE!
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I0E, @ RAS i€ by a previcus transmission or & signal besen
designated the :ulref

The guide is always the carrier. The guide is in the carrie

in a2ll airgraft recovery énd in &f]l aireraft opereatlione within &
unit . of thls type.

A
Py

135, Q. She is the guide with respect te thse ships that arse
doing plane guard duties, 1s that correct?
As. That 1is corrsct. .

134, Q. Always?
A. Always. .

Cross-examined by Captain Q}‘Qp ; & PEPrby:

133, Q. Captain, at ows point you menfiioned the TFact that the
radar on the WASP had gone out very shortly before the accident
had ceeiirred, apd I would Jike te knmow, bewevter, if &t that tins
you were able to clearly see the ngnts, the% de,; the Thuck Light
of the HOBSOK visually. :

A, T wWzs.

136. &. Were you able, in observing the HOBSON teo visuwally
see 1ts cowrse as 1t pursusd the path ocutlined on the chart?

Ae NOo, I could not determine its course, .

[
on
oy

137, S Could you determine the ranges as you observad the 1
vroceedlﬁo along that course?
L. No, I could nct determine its rangss.

138. @+ You could, however, see the relative movement of the
bearings in order to determine whether it was passing across the
projescted courss of the WASP.

B, Yeds

i

159, @&. Considering the short perioed of time involved from the
momsnt thc BOBEaN lGLt its approximate (099 course and made this
left twn, Go you fesl 'that the radar if it had been in oeperation
at the moment Would have been an aid in actually avowdwng the
collision?

4. Mo, T do nmot feel it would have been of ary Belp.

140, Q¢ It is a case that the radar in reportin 1z, the wvarious
positions that it does report sSweeps aroupd and there igs an
interval bestween each sweep, is that correch?

g Sy

4l. Q. When such short periods of time as are invelved in
thws case are in question if you are able to ohserve the movement
visually do you consider that more reliable to determine that
novement than cone or two pips on the radar?

A. I comsider that visually is the only answer.

CON;
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142, @. S0 that you feel that the fact that the ra@ar éid go
out & short time previous to the accident gid met afifesct your
ability to avoid the accident at all, considering the short
period involved in this Turn?

fa-Tesy 1 - :

143. Q. Was the WASP's bridge darkenegoin accordance wilth ‘
Lighting Measurs Green during these mangadvers?
L. Teso .

144, Q. Had a similar operations practice exercise besen
conducted in the alterncon 1ln company with the HOBSOH and the
RODMAN, these plane launching and recovery opeérations?

Aes YES. .

145. @. In observing the actions of theaglane guards at that
time d1d vyou consider that the HOBSON manusvered in accordance
with the usunal procedures? ‘ —

4, Yes., If I may add a clarification, the aftermnoon mansevers
and the initial launching man®évers in the evening only entailed
the HOBSON taking a position which wasn't the same positlion

as the night recovery. The day recovery was up ahead on a differ
bearing whereas the night recovery position was on the beam,

so there is a dissimilarity in the operaticus,

146 @« On the night in question after the WASP had proceeded
through most of 1ts turn and was apout ready to steady down on
its projected eourse, did you observe the truck light of ths
HORSOQN at that time?

i I dita . !
e

147, . And in relation to the WASP's projectsd course where

was 1t% .
As About 20° on the port bow.

14B. §. Which way was the bearing of that light moving at

that time?
4. Po the laft ahd apparently away from the ship.

149, Q. Sc up to the point that the HIBSON actually started
its last left turn was there anything about the position and
bearing of the HOBSCN light that caused you any alarm?

A. T can't say when I saw the =~ where he was when I saw his
red light beginning to get much brighter. He might have been
paralleling me and going to turn out.

150. Q. It.was‘whan you s&aw that red light brightening that
you took actlon immediately.
A. That iz coryect.

151. @. Up to that point was there anything about that light
that would cause you any alarm?

A AT

ns NOs o

152. Q. I understand then it was about 20° off your port bow
as you started to steady down the course.

A. And still moving to ##%%lelt and away.

CONF
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153, Q. Until the last moment and it suddenly get bright and
it was at that point you toock the action you have already
described?

i, -That 19 correcta

154, §. Would you anawer again, Captain, what lights were
showing on the WASP at this time, that 1s, in accordance with the
1¢51t¢n& condl tion?

4. The aiverpalft recognition lights with those which would

normally show outelde, the two red lights all eround at the tep
of the mast.

155, Q. Those are 360° 1i ghts°
Ae 360% lights.

156, Q. As nearly as you can estimate, Captain, how far forward
did the WASE actually move after the gollision, geographically?
Tn other words, had it passed the HUBSOW or was it stopped in the.
dimmediate vielnity?

As To, the HOB3ON was impaled on the bow, and I continusd
backing until the bow of the HOBSON--the HOBSON was in our bow
this way and as her bow folded up like this and I could ses msn
jumping over from her, and looking over the side as she came up
here and then fell away and appeared to sink, I believe I was

dead in the water and that is when I stopped backing my snginet Ne

157 G Amdr i relaticn te' the bo® of Ghe T
what position was the HOB3OW in when she fin

A I wowidd sEy s juss o tEAE part mhieh I'e
the starboard of ocur bowe.

G b

158, Q. I have hers a photographel would like to ask you to
look at it. Do you recognize it?

B T'des
CAPTATIN i?kﬁ s A PARTY: I ask that it be marked for
identificatio

t AT tiiis polnt the photograph was marked Exhibit 77 for
hdentification,

159. §. Captain, I ask you to glance at that picture again.
Do you recognizs that picture?
A% I Ssw b

150. @. Where was that taken?
A. From the starboard edge of the flight deck towards the island

181. g. O the WASP?
A, On the WASF,

182. Q. Is there any indication of what it was that was taken?
A. It was the bow of the HOBSON sinking.




GAPTATS ¥ ., A PARTY: I would like to, if there is
no objection, oifer this into evidence ag Exhibit 77.

£

Thers being no objection, 1t was SO recelved and is appended

marked Exhibit 77.

18%. G. So that the fact the WABE wa. avLe to stop at the
immediate scene of the accident was one of the factors which mad
it posgsible for Trescus operations to get undsrway so guickly.

A, Yes.
cross-examined by counsel representing Lieutenant Commandsr
Tiernsys

184, Q. Captain, you stated in your statement that shortly
after you had observed the BOBSON bearing about 20° to the left
of the projected recovery course of 260 that you directed the
signal be sent informing the HAB3OR and RODMAN of & change in
course to 250%7 etesexnt

fh-Wey, B0, E

165. Q. At this time, Captain, had you steadied down on
courss 28647

A. No, I believe we were probably on about 258, Jjust steadying
ari 260. We did actmally ewing arui steady om 260 but I believs
it was just before.

166. §. So you had completed the turn then - - had
gsubstantially completed your furix whesn you dscided to send that
message?

E: That i3 eopriecd.

187. §. Now, when you sent the message you first endeavored
ta tréanismit it ower the primary cireulv?
A. ¥Y&5. :

gt 1Ebio

e

168. §. And then did you endeavor to send it - -~ 4
be sent over the secondary combat circuit?
A. Yos.

169. & Approximately how leong do you think that took?
A It is hapd to estimate, dulisl would say no lass than 2¢
sesconds. I say no less than that. '

170s Qe Then, ag I underetend iE;v3ir, Fou thrped aroinid,
maybe. then you looked over at the HOBSON again?

A. I was watching the HOBSON all the time. The primary
tactical is right here and I didn't have to take my eyes from ithe
HORSAH in order to gend the mesgage.

171« G. Then wis It ebout howm long af ter
vou cbserved the red truck light of the HOB
grow distinctly brighter?

A. I am sorry. I do not believe I can even answer it. I
don't think I can estimate the time. I base my estimate on the
transmission of the "I am changing course to 250" to the octher
onejthrough turning my head and looking over there and turning
packs

at message that

&l
S0H on the port sids




172. &. The interval, however, was VeIy briaf, ¥very showri]

173. G+ Would you say 1t was almost at the same time or was
there an cbpr807abWe but brief interval?
Between wha :

:A-s

transmit the course change To

774« Q. Between the order %o
Browing

secondary radio and the first time you noticed the lights

brighter on the HOZSQN. . e
2. Well, 1% ssedsd aaor601able. I you fhink of seedfids as

one thousand one, one thousand two and s0 on. It wasn't
immediately.

175, §. Wot 1mmedlebelyT
A, Ho. .

176. Q. Then you immediately ordered ALL ENGINES BACK

BEMERGENCY?
.7 Gids

177. Q. And you testified that they backed for approximately
a minute before the collisien; is that cerrsect; sir?

A. There again that is -- I can't testify to that, That is
in the-ball =heel.

178. G, Bag 1t less thén half a minube? Oould you testify
as to thail, 1t was oithel moFe or ltds i1han hell a minntef
A, T believe it was more than a halfl a minuts.

179: G+« Now, if that was half & pinute ~- 1Ff you backed for

2 kalf 3 miowte before your golllsion with the HOBBON and if it
was 20 seconds between your firstfransmission of your course
change -- 20 seconds from the first transmission of your course
change to the second, then there is a very brisef interval between
the secgond transmission and the time vou saw the lights growing
brichter and ordered ALL EHGINES BACK EMERGENCY?

LB

Ba' X edy Eimg

180. &. Would you say that the minimum possible interval betweer
the firat thrahsmission of the chamge of your signal was ene minutbe
and the time of eolliszionf?

A, Let me look at my chart. I would say approximately perhaps

slightly less,

'181. . Slightly less. Would you care to mark on the chart,
1Y, where you think you transmitted the course change to‘DoO?
&. I 2p of the welief That right in tnere is probably where - =

COUNSEL FCR THE COURT: (interrupting) Will the witness mark
that point with the letter "AM,

lBE._Q. Now, sir, could it have been later than that?
pould it have beesn down here, sir (indicating)?
Ao No. :

CONFIE
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It

are all approximations on here, sir, 2224 is one minu
lcollision, is 1t not, as we have plotted it?

188, Qa Could i1t Mave been sarlier?
5 Very slightly because I had to get near to the wind in orde
h

A
to use my wind gauge, It could have bean perhaps back in therey

approximately what is the period of time betwsen this 2224 posit-
ion and this polnt you have marked on the diagram as *i&F,
approximately how many secondq that Lat

As 20 secondse =g

184, Qu Now, dir, from loeking at this, counld you tell

185, Qe 20 seconds, And this point Bawuwa real
o2

& No, we have the collislon at 2225:22, & minute and 22 secon

A

186, Qe And you estimate that could have been a lititle sarlier
By indicating, will you mark that p01nt wpe, 2i¥? Gaptain,; I'dra

la sghip simulating the carrier WASP et point BAKER, This 1is just

a rough approximation. Is that a fair *sprﬂsentatlom of
anurrx1mﬂbelj the heading of the WASP at point BAKE
2e Weisis

187. Q. When the WASP is et predicted point BAKER what is the

lapproximate range apd bearing of the HOB30ONY

A, From that sketeh 1740 yardsa.

188, Qs 4&nd bearing?
i About 080 or 240.

-

188, Q. At that time, according tc this sketch, 1s the heading
of the HOBSON 090, approximately?
.El._i_a Yebs "

190. §» Captain, in your experience as a navigabing olficer
of a ship, if you wsre on the HOBSON and a carrier was on your
port bow, showing you thils approximatfe target angle, and at that
time you received a signal MIEKE CORPEN =

JOUNSEL FOR THE JCURT: BShowld not the court be elosedd

191, Qs ==you recelved a signal that your course was from the
carriesr=-that ths carrisrls course waszs a certain--~the carrisp
was on a definite course ==

Ve
Captain ?5 LD; a party, objected to the question on the
grounds that it assumed facts not in evidencs.

Counsel representing Lieutenant Commander Tierney withdrew
the question.

A&t this point ths court sat with closed decors., The spectators
and press withdrew from the couriroom.

i
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Q7,fk7 : ., yeoman, first elass, U.S5. Navy, entered as
reporter. ‘ .

Crosa—-examination by counsel representing Lieutenant Commander
Tierney continued:

162. 6. You have testified that the signel MIKE CCRPER 250 migh
have been tranemitted at point Baker accerding to the diagram
which you have submltted in evidenes, When the WASP was at peint
Baker the HOBSON wes bearing 240° True, range 1740 yards, on cour
090°, gpeed 27, The WASP was heading approximately 225, speed 27,
Under these circumstances, if you were the commanding officer of
the HOBSON and received a signal "MIKE CORPEN 250" from the WASPE
what weuld be your action?

A, May I point out certain things in the first place? The pic-
ture of the WASP as drawn here (indicating Exhibit 66) is inecerre:
in that it is made to econform te this track., The fturning peint o
the WASP is ferward abeout even with part of the island so That th
heading of WASP as shewn would not be correct for that pesitien i
the turn. It would be somewhere over here. The second thing 1s
the course - the signal 'MIKE CORPEN" dees net mean "my course is
it means, "I am coming te" or "my ecurse will be." So it is net
a statemnt of fact that I am steady on that ceurse at that time;
therefore, I do net feel that in this question the WASP1s heading
of approximabtely 2825 1s cerreet - is a ceorrect asgumpbtlen, may I
say. If I were commanding officer of the HOBSON and were in a
tactical formation in which my pesition was definitely ordered in
whiech I clearly understood where the guide was and which I clearl:
understeod that all the taetiesal deetrine, say that all ships witl
in a earrier task group shall remain clear of the carrier, that
they alse say that they shall net pass c¢lese aboard er in anywise
embarrass the carrier when she 1ls engaging in flight operations, ]
would have turned right and have given sea-room in accordance witl
the paragraph on good sea manners.

193, 8. Your answer %o my dquesbion is that you would have turnéé
irightt '
A, Yes, sir,

At this point the ceurt sat with open doors,
Cross—examined by Lie utenant 13A€>‘, a party:

1%4. Q. Captain, I believe you testified that en the Wednesday
prier to this collision certain drills had been conducted diring
which~the tactical diameter of 1200 yards was used and that. later
the directive o use that dlamebter was cancelled: do you hive avai
able a copy of the mesgsage cancelling that?

A, That signal was made by flag hoist in cenneetlon with a drill
conducted at that time. '

195, @. Was that signsl made upon the completion of drills that
afternoon, 1s that your recollection?

A, The signals used at that time were for a particular purpese
for just that peried of time, X

SECURITY (38




196, Q. Well, when you say that the signal was cancelled, then
you mean that you assumed upon compleblon of the drills it was ne
longer effective, that's the purpose of the signal used?

A, That 1s correct. ‘

197. Q. Captain, what are the - what coler are the lights on the
flight deek itself, noet the aireraft warning lights, but other
lights that were burning?

A. Well, they are white. I think T had better refresh my memory
if you don't mind. I have a chart here whiech shows them. This
will invelve loecation, arc eof visibkbillty, matters of that nature--
clagsified —-. : ,

LIEUTENANT &4 | A PARTY: I'm not lnterested in that.
COURT: -Possibly the witness ean answer 1in géneral terms.,
A, Prineipally white.

198, Q.+ Captain, as I understand it, when you made the deeision
to back down that was based upon the increased intensity of the
light ef the HOBSON, not in change of bearing?

A. That is right, ,

Cross-examined by Lieutenant &N , a party:

199. Q. Captain, do yeu have any criticism of Lieutenant Ht
performance of duties during the wabtch in which this coellision

asceiyrred? -
A, None whabseoever. I consgidered that he did as fine a job as

I could have expected,

200, Q. Did he remain up there after you assumed the conn?
A, Yes.

201, Q. Did he assist you after the eollision in the rescue

operations? _
A. In 211 of the things which an officer of the deck should have

done,

202. Q. And through the rescue operation - the rest of the walsch
- he continued to do the nermal things that an officer of the deck
would de with the captain being on the conn?

A, That 1g correct.

Re-examined by the counéel for the court:
203, Q. Captain, from what pert had the WASP sailed on the

voyage during which she collided with the HOBBON?
A, Nerfelk, Virginia, : :

204, 0. En route te where, sir?
A. To Gibraltar. :
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215.:9, What time 4id you use that term "gently": when starting
your final turn? |

A. That was in ceming te the new course of 250, We had steadic
on 280, and I wanted to come left gently to 250. If I may furthe
explain,

218. 9. Bxplain 1%t if yeu wish bus the court understands new.
Tt did net understand preelsely where you gave Those inetructions
Were bhere any electronic or mechanical fallures which contributs
te the.collision te your knowledge?

A, .Ne, sir, :

217. Q. Were all the survivors of the HOBSON transferred te the
WARR? ] L : _

A, Prior to our arrival in pert, yes, sir.

218, Q. How do you know this? Did you reeceive any message or

communication saying se? L s
A. Yes, sir, ComDesFlotFOUR, the OTC at the scene, advised me ¢
where the other survivers were, other than those on the WASP,

219, Q.iAnd they were transferred te the WASP?
A, The only ones were on the RODMAN and I transferrsd these Dy
helicopter as seon as the weather permitted.

At this peint the court sabt with clesed doors. The press and
speetators withdrew frem the court room.

Examination by the court coentinued:

220. Q. Do you have any recommendations for changes or modifice
tien in taetical instruetlions or deetrinme as a result of this eol
ligion? :

A, I recommend that there be a previsleon for mere than ome plar
guard inserted in ATP-1. '

" Recross-examined by counsel represénting Lieutenant Commander
'ierney: =B

221, Q. Captain, you have testified that "MIKE CORPEN" gignal
means my intention is to come %o a certain course? - Are you stil
of that mind, sir? ' ' ]

A, I said i1t does not mean "my course is.!

222, Q. I show you, sir, a copy of ACPL75, sir, and refer you
page 7-8. Deesg "Miké Gorﬁen” signal appear,theré sir? &
A, Yes, 1t does. ' ’

223, Q. Will you read what the meaning of that signal 1ig?
A, "y course is," Here i1s the reason for the confusien, if a
"Under minor - -" 4

COUNSEL FOR THE COURT: Excuse me., For the purpese of the reco:
would yeu refer te the paragraph number of the publication frem
which you are reading. |

M N el =SSR PP S



"o - 8,
0 4] 0] m .Mlm” N
4= &4 Gy &G oG wigls =
(5 i) el 43 43
= ay L g
Sk SR g S oo
B | i €3 (2 i
e o2
< Ul f 5 fieg
O w O Ao
et G iy
g S el oug g e Lol
& B4 oy O 5 )
& O Dl O B s
& & 0w =
g e (] [}
o {40 (i .
o @ s O
Doy @ LR
= )
= L ) oW
<3 ) WS
Lg i ;O
) i i = ] ]
@ ol i @
o = © I
a = & °
1 ay O s S
HE| A3 i al) o ;
ai 43 el @
= o 3
& Ty 3 1Y)
i L B p By
W @0 o D oyt
4 2 By U 45 o o
= S i by ) a0 £ rTiv_ 3
O 0- 2] B cole s e ke PRI = (SR Lol
= B = 0 = b ooy a @ o o mﬂ [
& -, D o - O paly
i LD G &0 L Mt ==
e — &3 0 + — O
&= = O = i = I = 5 oy
[¢3) @] 0] b QO © o om o Y
e/ G R B sl QO = OO D =
o g L I 52} Q
2, e oot e O fuid Hop @ Py
e £y R s B Q42 @ iy (18751
oo s B I T
L) woow T acim o ) 42 £ @
= ) e e O 814
Lalie T oerd ) [
...lw,u .ﬂ‘ﬁ ~ T W 5 o @
O @O ot )
0D B w5
JDES gt
e b & 9 i
00 a o |
EOND P O FE] @
a1 O 1 b g
o gy @ Gy 3
= fawg = O =
b SN A IS} ) 2 O el
S M B T s O
-+ = Pt %
@t ] T ikl
T L s o A 54 s E— iR T Py e e e el e S i g e N L LR e L b, - i o i a T T - = S L T S




233, Q. Is it doetrine that theeretieally she was not yet en-
gaged in the reccvery of aircraft?

A, Doctrine - When the aircraft carrier starts turning inte the
wind she is in all respects launching or reeovering airecraff, as
the case may be., I don't know, I weuld have to have semeeone find
it fer me, The reasen I say that, frequently in a seramble we do
not come into the wind, we launch when we are out of the wind. We
do that by "two-blockingh FOX,

234, Q. This wasn't a scramble operation though?
A, No. :

o255, §. New, sir, you alse read im &AIP-) -~ - -

A, Excuse me., I have here a paragraph, 478 USFZ, "Smaller mere
maneuverable ships shall aveld hampering the mevements of large
ghips within formation. Particularly, they showld net attempt to
cross bhe bow of a large ship unless ample sea reom ls avallable,

‘the maneuver is required and is obviously safe for all ecencerned.

TIf any doubt exists, it is incumbent upen the smaller vessel to
eross astern. A small ship should not stubbernly maintain the
right of way over the large ship, particularly in restriefed water
where current or other navigational effects make 1t more difficult®
tor the large ship %o slew er change eourse. In taking the above
courteons action, the smaller ship should take 1t soen enough to b
helpful and appreeiative.X

236. Q. Yes, sir, I think that is sound doctrine, sir.

A, May I read, "A elear situatlen should net be changed %o an
awkward one by any ship either threugh lack of timely indicatien %
others of her intent, or from an impatient haste in accomplishing
the movemento." -

237, 9., Yes, sir, Yeu read frem ATE-1, sir, the faet that if a
carrier was heading inte the wind and a smaller ship was going to
embarrass the carrier she should swing to starboard; does the dia-—
oram show, sir, that it might have been the intention of the com-
manding officer of the HOBSON to swing to etarboard te pass you to
starbeard, sir, when you were heading into fthe wind?

A, Pass me?

238, Q. Yeé; gir. By tkis course change?
A, T cannet answer that. :

239, Q. Captain, the operation eorder feor this voyage, was there
paragraph in the order which autherized carriers to change course
Tive degrees wlthout signal?

A, T don't - while condueting flight operations?

240, Q. Yes, sir, while conducting flight operations?
A, Not te the best of my knewledge,




241, Q. All right, sir. Captain, 4id you hear the tesiimony of
the helmsman on board the U.8,S5. HOBEON? He testified that his
rudder was right full prier te being put Tull left, so bringing
the HOBSON in celliglon with the WASP; from your kpowledge of
events on board the WASP, 1g there any fact which might haves cause
the commanding officer to make that fatal decision?

A. You had better ask that one over again. .

The reporter repeated the questlen.
A, I have ne knowledge.

Re-examined by the coungel feor the court:

242, Q. Captain, was the WASPF at the time of this cellision sall
ing from the continental limite of the United States te the Medi-
terranean frem the operational centrol of Commander SECOND Fleet
te the operatienal control of Commander SIXTH Fleet, under Com-
mander Oruiser Divisien FOUR as Commander Task Force 8824, under
the operabion plams offered as, or in evidence, as Exhibit 63, and
operation order Commander SECOND Fleet Number 2-52, which has been
offered in evidence as Exhibit 64, and operatien order Commander
Cruiger Division FOUR Number 1-52, which has been offered in evi-

dence as Exhibit 65%
A, May I see them? {The witness viewed the exhibits) Yes,

243. Q. And under whese administrative contrel was she, sir?
A, Commander Carrier Divisioen SIX,

214, Q. And he was aboard what ship at this time?
A, The CORAL SEA which had preeeded us.

245, Q. Cemmander Carrier Dimiﬁian 81X was net in company with
the Task Group that you were erossing with, is that correct?
A. That is cerrect,

246, Q. Was there any operation order of Commander Carriesr
DiXision SIX that was in effect during this cressing?
. Ho. ' :

The court then, at 1520, took a recess until 1540, at which time
it recenvened.

Pregent; All the members, counsel for the court, all the parties
and their counsel, and the reporter,

No witnesgeg net otherwige connected with the ingquiry were
present, _

Captain ot W ol Iz iy U.8. Navy, a party, the witnes:
en the stand when the recess was taken, resumed the stand as a wite
ness, and was warned that the oath previously taken by him was
still binding and continued his tesiimony.

Re-examined by the court:
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b No; gir, I reslisé - T TFying to rephpase 1t, Mdmiral, 1i
uch a way - « ifhen a carrier hoists FO{ at the dip indicating
that she is coming into or coming Lo a4 recovery or launching

ourse, common usage is that all other ships will considsr her
in praoticaliy the same state as though she were recovering
and will give her lesway in order that she may complete the
turn and st=ady Inte the ®ind, The idedl, of goures; iz to
have a plane at the ramp at the time you stesady on your course.

207a Qe The cowrt wonld kike o have You raad Articla 9~a,
USF=-4, and havs your comment with respsct Lo that?

As "Ships shall observe the Rules of the Road, part;oular;;
the General Prudential Rule, in all maneuvers. Carriers operatb-
ing airvcraft with FOX two=-blocked, have the right of way over
all other W, §, Haval- ships. &b othey tiames, carriens kave mag

| unique privileges when maneuvering within the Formation. I
would like to look up the rule on Guide, Admiral,

| 268, @« Yes, you refresh your memory, whatever you wish to do?
! Ao T B loeking at Aestlels 28&, Aam¢fa1@

CONFIL
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V- o ‘, yeoman, second elass, U.8. Navy, entered
a8 reporter, :

{answer centinued) I first refsr to ATP-l, paragraph 525{a):
"o7PG ship is guide. The ship in whlich the 0TC is embarked is tl
guide unless atherwise erdered.” Ifwas the guide. USF-Z, para-
graph 221b(6 "Guids.=A designated ship on which other evolus
units take and maintain thelr station.! USF-2, varsgraph 323(a
"uigecellaneous Instructiocns. 4 steady course, uniform speed, al
when changlng course, an accurate turn by the gulde, are prereq
ites to accurate station keeping by other ghips.? And USF-£, pe
graph 924: ‘'"Perrforming Evolutions.-Station units required 56 p
form an evolutien within the fermaticen, or when uhanglng from or
formation to anether in obedience to a2 maneuverimg signal, will
g0 on the basis of a manfévering beard solution te the problem.
Courses which eress clese ahead of ether ships should be avsidec
Turng should be made away from rather than toward sther ships,"

259, Q. Then, do you belleve that aireralft carriers, when not
obtaining such right of way by viritue of being guide, stiil have
the right of way over other shipe when FOX is not two-blocked?

A, Net in vielation of the prudential rule, sir.
Cross—-examined by Captaln §5¢/{g , a party:

C 260, Q. We won't get too far agway from what you feel 1s the
prineipal point, but I weould like to ask you this: After the
HORSON had setually made his last left turn - had started on the
last left turn, could you have avelded the collision?

A. T 4idn't know that he had started a left turn., AllL T knew
was that his light was getting brighter. He might have been
vassing right down closg abezard $6 pori. :

261, Q. I am sorry, sir. I think my guestion might have been
misleading. Xnowing now what has beern adduced from the evidenecs
Enowing now that he did make a left turn at that time, and
knowing the relative speeds, do you now feel that there Was any
way that yeu could have avolded the collislon other than the
attempts you did make? :

A. Nc.

Re¥eras s-examined by counssel repressenting LCDR Tierney:

262. Qs When you attempted te transmit the last signal te the
HCOB3CGN and the RODMAN, could you indleate on that d?agram your
approximate heading?

A. Well, 1%t was very close to 260.

283. Q. Will you please put that up there sir, for me on the

diagram? (Indieating Exhibit 66.)
A. All right. I would agaln like to invite the attentien te t

fact that the turning point of thig carrisr is about 1/3 of the
distance aft on the flight deek, so that this black mark here dec
not show the true heading of the ship. The ship is cocked this
{indicating on Exhibit 66) about the turning point. Since the
measage did not go out and since I have no indieation that the
message "MIKE CORPEN 250" was ever transmitted from the ship -
if that 1s true the time at which 1t might have been sent, it it
moat difficult guestion to answer. I would believe that 1f 1% ¥
it would be right in there pndiea%ing on Exhibit 66 and markir

with the letter "g" %’%& 5__
CONFIY h% |
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264, Q. At that time, sir, the heading of the WASP was
approximately 260% :
A, Yesg. .

| 265. Q. ©On this chart (indieating Exhibit 68), let the record
'show that the approximate time - disgram tims - of the attempted

transmission of the gsignal was 2224:30. Now, from looking st
;the approximate traek of the HOBSON, sir, where was she at that

itime, sir?
| A. In her turn te the left,

. 266, §. In your capacity as effieer in command af the unlt,
siz, dld you ever consider, in planning the sourse change and the
change of station of the plane guard, that she would have to
maneuver very precisely with %he 1limited amount of power avallabl
in order te arrive at znd maintain station?

A. Yes, I considered that and there was no precisien required

lin one way, nor was there any exeess beller power required.

|
l
|

W 267, Q. What was that, sir?
| 4. To turn completely right, slew and fall back into position.
|
, 268. Q. Now, this morning you testified thst you were zoing to
keep a rendezvous at 8 o'clock the follewing morning. Was that
knowledge generally known to the other vessels of your forece?
4, I don't knew. It might have been., It came from the Tasgk
1Group Commander to rejolin at 0800. I den't know whether it was
‘addressed to the unit or not.

269, Q. What speed had you been making in the afternoon and as
iyou proceeded in the general easterly direetien?
4. 20 knots.

270. @. What gpeed were you making, sir, when you began this

mandBver?
A. BS.

27i. Q. Is that greater than normal cruising speed, sir?
A. I am gfrgid I don't »-=

272, Q. Isn't 25 knots 2 comparably high erulsing speed, sir?

Ao The reason was that with the light winds and the delay in
getting the planes off for the afternson launching, we had te
work further down wind and agway from the Task Force than we had
initially intended, and with the light winds - every itime we
turned to recover 1 opened out on the Task Group.

g Y Q. Were you trying to launeh planes and recover planes as
rapidly as possible?

A, That is the zim of every carrier.

274, 0, But you think that the destroyers that were there, that

they should agsist a2g part of the team?
A, I ean't answer that, _

275, Q. Didn't you say in your testimony this merning, sir,
that if the HOBSOW had made a complete - I beglieve you said 9@
degree turn - "She would have ended up far shead of my pors.”
Now, as the Task Unit Commander in charge of carrier operations,
endeavoring to make a rendezvous, would that partieular maniever '
haves met with your approval?

A. Yes, indeed.

CONF!
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a DE type which he also brought back to the 3tate
beforestommissioning. 1 then believe that he went out of the Na
and served as second mate or first mate in s Sun 011l Company tank
and then returned - and previeous to hls reporting te the HOBSON,
he had served asg exeeutive officer of a degtreoyer in the Atlantic
Fleet., That destroyer had made two eruises te Burope -~ %o the Me
and from my experlence as commanding officer of a destroyer in ti
Mediterranean, he was bound to have had considerable experiencs
in plane guard duties.

APD, I.believe,

5. Q. Who prepared, if you know, sir, the biographicsl sketch
on Lieutenant Commander Tiernsey which you have in yeur possesgsior
or did you receive it from him?

A., That was forwarded as official eorrespondence from the ship
I presume that the information must have been from his own

recordsg,.

6. Q. Do you gtill have that blographieal sketeh?
A. Yes, I do.

7, Q. Would you produce it in this court at some later time?
A, I will., I den't have it with me now,

8. Q. In your eapaclty as Divisien Commander for the HOBSON,
had you received, prior to her salling from Charleston, any
reports as to her materiel condition and readiness Tor sea?

A, On the 2nd of April, the HOBSON was inspected by the Board
of Inspectlion and Survey. All the defleiencies that were found a
that time were corrected immediately fellowing that during
restricted availlability at the Charleston Havy Shipyard, and I
worked very clogely with the commanding officer through that perl
By a directive which ComMinLant has igsued, that after having
had 2 Board of Inspectien and Survey, there must be & report in
twe weeks of the actien that has been taken in the esrreetion of
the deficieneies, and I received that - the HOBSON'sz report ea th
sorrection of the deficiencies prier te the departure of the ship

8. Q. And did that report indieate that all the defieclencies
whiech would ¥ffeet her readiness for sea and readiness for the
maneuvers sn which she was about to be engaged had been cerrected

As Yes, I considered that it 4id.

| 10. Q. And in yeur epinien, the HOBSON was in all respects
ready for sea when she left Charleston? 3
A. Yes.

1. Q. And in your opinien, from the eenversations and obser- X
vations with Lieutenant Commander Tierney, and the blegraphieal
gketeh whieh you recelved under offielal correspondence, was he
in all respeets a qualified, effielent naval offleery, Fully
gqualified for command of the HOBSON during these man&Svers?

A, I definitely considered him so.

12, Q. What was the RODMAN's bearings and dlstance to the
WASP at about 2206 the night of the collisiont?

L. Bearing was 270 True and she was malntaining a distance of
120C ywmrds. -




13, Q. What was the distance bebtween the ROPMAN and HOBSON abot

2200 the same nighit?
A, It weuld be apnr@ximately 4200 yards, both ships being on

atation.

14, Q. Ae Divigilon Commander, what was your opinioen asg to the
gtate of training and cembat readiness for manesuvers of the HOBS(
A, I econsidered them satisfactery. The HOBSON and the RODMAN
had, and I believe most ships golng to Europe had had a coensiders
persennel turnover and required the operations which we were ther
in the process of conduceting to be efficlent. She was ready and

effielent.

15. Q. Had the commanding offiecer of the HOBSON informed you of
any mechanical or electronic defieiencies or fallure in his ship
at any time after departure from Charleston?

4. After the second day out ef Charlesten, Tuesday, 22 April,
the HORSON was having some diffieculties with her communications.
T had my sailing instructions set up on the same freaquency plan
that we were going %o use 1in joining up with Task Group 88.1, and
required that the ships eheck out frequently. And about the
gsecond day out, the HOBSON wag having trouble with seme of ths
volee eireuits and T asked if he would like the assistance of my
electronicts technielan. I had 2 second class aesigned to the
divigion, a2nd he ssid he would appreciate him very mueh and I
directed the RODMAN to lower a beoat and we made a transfer at ses
of that man. The next dsy the HOBSON's communicstions were in
excellent copndition and from my ebservations they were continued
thaet way throughout the rest of the time.

At this point the court sat with eloged doors. The press and
gpectators withdrew from the courtroom, :

Exgmined by the court:

18, Q. As a result of this cellislon, do you have any
recommendations for changes ln tactieal instructions or doctrine?
Ae I don't have this very well thought out, at least from the
carrier's point of view, but it appears perheps in the tactieal
publications, there should be a recommended procedure that after
a night 1aunching when the cerrier ls satisfied a=md there will be

no more launchings, that the commanding eofficer of the carrier,
anticipating the wind te such a degree as he could, would station
the number 2 plane gusrd on a bearing which would, when turned ir
the wind, be then approximately on station rathew than regquiring
the manﬁéver at night. I don't know whether the wind snd various
faetors could be well enocugh determined to do 1%, but hs should
then know whether they could. My enly further statement is

that in introducing the Op Orders mnnder whiech we were operating,
T334 not mention CDP~4, Crulsing and Sereening Instruetions, 7
April, which ga far as destreyers sereening destroyers are
coneerned, I think applied in a general way.

17. @. And thereby pertinent to this lnauiry?
d. T thismk 80

He-examined by the ceunsel for the court:

18, Q, Have you a copy of these instructions with you?
A. I have. Here they areés .

SECURITY {id
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A witnass called by the counsel rfor the court entered, was
duly sworn, and was informed of the subjcct matter of the inguir;

" Examined by the counsel for the court:

1. Q. 2tate your name, rank, file number, branch of sgervlice,

and present duty statien. '
4, My name-is ~{p », Lieutenant Commander, [2 %9
Present duty: Combanding Officer of the RODMAN DHéD i

2., Q. U, 8. Navy?
A. U. 8. Navy.

3o Qe Will you state your naval and marine experlenece.

A, T graduated Trom the Naval Academy 1n December of 1941,
I had a short course at MIT in radar and went te the W. S. 8.
SALT LAKE CITY. I was on the SALT LAKE CITY untll the latter
part of 1943, and I went te a fleet radar center at Pearl Harbor
as a CIC instructor for several monthas and returned to the
continental limite and attended the Gunnery School in Washington;
then put a new destroyer in commisgion and was on the destroyer
until we were sunk at Okinawa. I returned te the States and
reported to the Underway Training Unlt, San Dlego, for
appreximately twenty months, and then reaorted te a destroyer
ag executive officer for approximately i4 months. I attended
the guided missiles school at Fort Bliss for nine months and
then reported to the Alr For ce Gulded Missiles center at Cocos,
Florlds; was detached there in December and had three weeks
Mine Warfare Tralning and four. weekes gt Sonar School.

1, Q. And when did you gssume cmmmand of the RODMAN?
A. Gn the 22nd of Mareh 1e52,

.d.

- 5. Q. And you are the commanding officer of the RODMAN at

thias time?
bs Top, 2LV

6. Q. Directing your aftsntiona sir to the night of 26
April at about 2200 and times subseouent thereto up to the
coliision between the WASP and the HOBSON, where were you in

your ship?
I was on the bridge of the RODMAN.,

7. Q. During that period?
A. During all that penied.

8. Q. At that time, were you 0perating under the doetrine
12id down in ATP-1 and ACP-1757%
A,,Yes, gair. ,

9. Q. Now, frem the time 2200 on that nlight up to the time
of collision between the two ships, will you sgtate to The eourt
exactly what signals you heard given by the WASP and received by
the RODMAN and what you heard from the HOBSON - -~ receipts you
heard from the HOBSON?

A, Some of thig was relayed to me. I was on the wing of the
bridge and in the wind. Some of it I heard and some of it I
am not sure. Approximately 2200, as I recall, we Wwere on course
102, making 25 knots. AT approximately 282 to 13, the preparato
signal wag relayed to me by one of my of flcers that the recevery

course would 3} 28> m ERSed =Wy d be 27 knots.
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10. Q. Did he parsphrase that information?
A, No, he gave it to me - -

11. 9. What was the signal?
A. FOX CORPEN 265 SPEED 27.

12. Q. All right, slr. And what other signals did you

hear or were relayed te you?
A., The next signsl that I receilved was a TURN to 260.

13. Q. Epeed? .
A. Speed 27. Approximately 20 - - 1% must have been 2223

somewhere around there.

14, Q. Did you hear the executlon of that slignal?
As YeE, 81Fs

15. Q. Did you hear or did you have relayed to you any other

gignals from the WASP prior te the eolligion?
A. Oh, I had one thet I thought I heard. Socmeone in the

pllot house sald that FOX was two-Blocked. No others, sir.

16, Q. No other signals?
4, No,.

17. Q. Pid you hear the HOBSON'reeeipt Tfor any of these

signals or acknowledge any?
« I don't really reeall.

18, Q. Did you hear any MIXE CORPEN signal®?
As No, 8ir.

19. Q. And Lighting Measure Green Was in effect during

this peried?
A, Lighting Measure Green Was in effect the entire nighs

of operations,
Examined by the court:

20, Q. A2 a result of this collision, have you any
recommended changeg to tactieal instruetions and doctrins?

Ao NO, Sif, I &Onitﬁ

Neither the ecoumsel for the court, the ccurt, nor the parties

SECURITY R

desired further to sxamine this witness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to meke
any Turther statement covering snything relating te the subjeet
matter of the inquiry that he thought sheould be & matter of
record in connection,therewith which had not been fully brought
put by the previous questionling.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,
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. A witness ealled by the counsel for the cowrt entered, was
l,éuiy wermed, and was informed of the subleet matter of the inqui:

;‘ Ixamined by the counsel for the eourt:

1., Q. State your name, rank, File number, branch of service,

' and present duty statlen, = ]
A. Lieutenant *(QD“"&:9 . USS RODMAN DMS-21.

-+ Qs s 8, Kavy?
|  As U. 5. Naval Reserve.

%, Q. And on April 26, 1952, were you gttached to the
l U. 8. S. RODMAN®?
As I was. .

4, G, At the time of collision, dld you have a wateh?
b Yeg, s 1P, .

I 5, Q. What was that watch?
A, T wag offiger af the dack,

Bs Qs . And what time did you assume those duties?
Le 2600, sir,

| 7. Qe During the period or intsrval frem approximately 2200
that night up until the time of e¢ellisien will you state what
slgnals you heard transmitted by the WASPE,

A. Between that par%ﬂcular time we v@eeive& a signal
"FOX CORPEN 265 SPRED 27.% e

8. Q. Did you hesr that signal receipted for or aeknowledged

by ths HOBSON?
A, T can't answer that, sir,

9. Q. What signal did you hear next?
i A, We received an execute of the CORPEN - or the turn signal

and we commenced making the turn.

10, Qe Did you turn gimultaneously with the WASP?
A, Yes, sir, I was taklng continucus bearlings and attempting
| to maintain statlien durlag the turn.

| 11l. Q. Did you hear any other signal from the WASP?

As I heard ne other signals until after I had seen a flash
and there was a period of time in there when we were asking the
WASP 1f there was an emergency exlisting.

12, Q. Did you hear any MIKE GORPEN signal?
A. T did noet,

13, Q. Pid you hesar any transmission er exchange of
information betwesn the HOBSON and the WASP during the peried
you have Just discussed?

A. No, T diédn't. I was at the time watehing besrings
frem the wing of the bridge and it 1s guite possible that I
wouldn't get any transmissions uniess they were directed to the
RODMAN.

SECURITY I
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14, @, On what vesssl or on what obleat were you t&king

bearinga?
A,,I Was taking oearings on the truck 1ight of the carrier.

- Qa ‘End did”§éu dbserve the HOBSOW: duripg “this’ nefiod - -

téke auy bearings on her?
A, I did not, . R did not have, the red Eruek lights of the

HOBSON "in - view,

Gress«eyamined by ’éuteﬁén% o ', & varty:

is, 4, Nigter V? o FrTadlitd 1158 *to Hefér Four Attantion
6 Extiblt ‘66 whl el 18 poated on the blackboard where the heavy
black.line .1s. the estlmatedwtraek of the WASPE and in their-turn
(in&ieatinﬁ) Thig black Tigure here {indlcating) s the
RODMANYa " relative pogition a2t the time the turn starte&g You
gay, you executed . a. simultaneous turn movement . whenxyau recelved
the | execuueah Did you maintaid your same rela ive bearing on the
port bow of  the WASR?

Ao We did.

b I All tbe way . around?
A, Al11"the way sareiund.

ll. Quknn JGu kn@w whe%he@-you "Wére relative ‘6 the WASP ot

when the cellision oceurred?
Ae We were on relative;baaring of. 165 1259H§g§@§ about, .

'”ﬁq Relative tﬂuthe WASP,,” Thatfshrkwhtoy,ﬁ_,i
f 20, Q. “You were bearing 1685 from the WASP?
A' That : 8 Pight“ o orEEER sl ETd - T oEsUd o2 Turn

“§: If this were (indieating) the point of collision
here (indicatirg) would .you.have been down here (indieating)?
ﬁa We wauld have been 60 the starb@ard quartero

22. Q. You would have, been on hnr s*arbOard .quarten?
---,A“ mhat " 8 I‘ighbe e oo 4}.-.“: e bl TG R S R g

Bsaﬂxamined by the eounsel for the court:

S8: B 6 tEEE Fléa Hhativ st sibred with tre Whde Fout WY
maﬁntafned the same relative bearing?

: A T meant “trus bearing, The same true bearing - - we had
butstoscome around .and . we weuldbeyon. statien_for» recovery of
aircrafr.f Relative . ear7ﬂg Waswnst,theqsamea S,

Weither +he couﬁsel f@r the eourt, the eourt, nor the parties
desired ,Turther to . examing. thiadwitness.,é,ﬂgﬁ Af rhe wOBBLL

The court informed the witness that he was orivileged to make
_ any Turther statement covering anything relating to the subject
matter of «the .inquiry that he.thought shonld ,besa matter of ,
record in connection thereiwish, ‘which: had net beeq Iu_ly braaght
eut by the previnus queationlng, br e P T
t &’*v’(\\ e
mhe Witness stated that he had nothingﬂto say. Nl

The witnesa was duly Warnedhngd withdrew,
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A witness called by the counsel for the court entered, was
duly sworn, and was informed of the subleet natter of tne

inguiry.
Examined by the counsel for the court:

1. Q. State your name, rate, service number, branch of sérvice,
end present duty station.

A. My name is e by BEE, USN.,
Precent dutly: RODMAN.

2, 8. And were you sttached to the RODMAN on 28 April 19527
A. T was.

3., @. Directing your attention to approximately 2200 to 2300
en that night, were you in a dubty status?
A. Yes, sir, I wasa.

4., Q. What were those duties?
A. I was supervisor of the CIC watch,

5. Q. And what time did veu sssume thoge dutles?
A. At 2000, :

6. Q. Dirscting your attentlon from approximately 2200 up
until the time of collision between the WASP and the HOBSON, did
you hear any transmiassgion of signals from the WASP?

A. Only a plane report - - I heard her reporting to the

plane ever - ~

7. Qe You heard no CORPEN signals or heard no turn signals?
A, NO, sir. ‘

8. Qs Were you observing the WASP on radar?
A. Yeg, sir, I was,

9, Qe And were you taking bearings and ranges on the WASP
and transmitting them to the Offieerwaf—the-Deck?

A, Yes, sir.

10, Q. And were you taking any ranges er bearings on the

HOBSON?
A, No, sir,

11, Q. Do you know anything of the - - did you hear any
transmissions from the HOBSON during this period?
A, No, siy, I 4&id met,

12, Q. Do you knew anything of the movements of the HORSON

during this perled?
A, No, gir, T do not.

13. @. Do you know of anything that would shed - = or, was
there any information received in CIC in the RODMAN that would
ghed any light on the collision or the track taken by elther
the HOBSON - -~ taken by the HOBSOHN?

A. No, gir, I don't.

Arc (Al



Neither the counsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
|| desired to further examine this witness,

.The eourt informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any Turther statement eovering anything re&fting to the sublke et
matter of the inquiry that he thought should be a matter of
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully brough
out by the previous ques‘tioning.

N

The witnesgs stated that he had nethingﬂég 8aye

The wilness was duly warned and withdrew,

The court then, at 1730, adjourned until 0830 the next day,
14 May 1952, : _

gl t Lt . F . - -
g [ ; ] e T ————— e



FIFTH DAY

U. 8. Naval Supply Depct
Bayonne Annex,

U. 8. MNaval Base,
New York, New York
, Wednosday, May 14, 1952,
e _ - ns . L
The court met at 0830, 3(@3‘41?/
Present: B S
casr Or
Rear Admiral \\f\ . U.8. Navy,
Rear Admirsl ;>\ JeS, Navy, and
Rear Admiral U.8, Navy, members.
Lisutenant Commander Lo Rmdings Tal . W e #aval

Regerve, counsel rYor the woaru.
Lieutenant .- _ et - U.8. Naval Reserve, assistant te

sounssl for the court,. '

s Us8s Navy, advisor tc the ecounsel

Commander
Tor th& eourt.

Captain . - ‘ , Us.Bs Navy, party toe the
inguiry and his counsel. ) '

Commander T ., U.8. Navy, counsel representing
Lisutenant Commander William J. Tiernsey, U.S. Navy.

Lisutenant » UeS8es Naval Reserve, party

to the inqulry, and his counseia

Lieutenant U.8. Naval Reserve, party to the

inguiry, and his counsala

] yeoman, sscond class, U.5. Navy, reporter,

No witnessee not otherwige connsected with the ingqulry wsre

pragent.

The court sat with open doors.

Lisutenant ¥yl . .y U.8. Naval Reserve, & party to th
inoulry, was called ag a witness by the coungel for the ecourt, ai
was duly sworn. He was reminded of his rights as a party. Hﬁ W

l

i

advised of his rights as a witness and under Artiele 31, Uniform
Code of Military dustice, and was also advised that any statemen
made or testimony given by him might be used as evidence against
him in any subsequent trial by court-martial.

Examinad by the gounsel for the court:
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state your name, rank, file number, branch of service,

Lo G ¥
and presenyg duthy statlon.
o He s, Lisutenant, U. 3. Naval Reserve, Ol

present duby station: US55 WASE

2., 0. You are a party to this proceedings?

bhe

ek B, EFs '

3, @e Will you gkate your naval and marine exparisnce?®

e E WRS  SHORL into the Navy In May of 1843 as apprentics sea-
mamy and ‘in Juky 1345 reported to the Havy V-1 unit at Duks
University, I wemgined there for a few months and was transferrad
to the Naval NROTC unvb at Duke Unlversity and in Gctober of 1943
T graduated Irom Duke University and was appointed Ensign, U, 3.,
TeVaL Regerve, and SuOPElV thereafter reported to thse light crulse
DENVER. 1 was on that ship for approximately eight months and in
August of 1946 I was ﬂeieaeed from acbive QLtye In Jume of lesi

T hsad

T was recalled to active duty and in the intervening btlme I I
hesn & membher of the Organized Surface Division 6-22, Durham,
North (arolina, since about Septembsr 1948, and L ﬂanovted to the
shipyard up here for duties in connection with recommissioning

the WASPE and I have served on the WASP since ghe was commlssioned.

4, e And you were attached to thre BRSSP op 4pril 26, 12582,
i3

whan she was in collision with the HOBSOI
e &£ WEAS, BIC. _ .

5. Qe Do you have any other marine expsrisncs other thaz in
the Favy?

Ao Well, yes, sver since I was about nine years old my faths
worked ror a yaecht broker and during the summer ws madm DLINEr O
trips from Narfolk to New York, In general, I ha nad Cuﬂ%ld
aple axperience in small boats.

=
ums

Did yvou have a wabch on the evening of April the 26th?

=i 4
BN S o =l

Ao ESe f
2, De. And what was that watch?
A, That watch was Qfficer-cf-ths=-Deck of the WASP on the 2000

to 2400 Watcha

Py Q¢ Wers you & qualifiasd Officep=of-tha-Deck?
Li: Tee; BiFa

16, &« And wno gualilfied youy, &
Well, the senlor wmalich office

iw?
TN
1Zs S O E=s SAEPT
X WeE, BlPs .

: How, will vou wmelate the sequencs oi events leading up
to the collision between the WASP and the HOBSON? =
Ves, sire With your permission, I would lilse to rsad from

e
[4¢)
¢

F
L4
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A L2 np %o the briiga at 1920 om
28 3 i EEflcuy’ B o4 Dede,
x6 I 1 3 wers oo se 087° TRUL, speed
20 Enotg, ahd that Lighting Heasures G had peen set. I
chacked and 1t appeared that all units of the TasK UKIT 88.1.1,
consisting of the USs WasP (OV-18), Uss HOBSON (Diis-28), and
US3 A0DE..N {IMS-21), had set Lighting lMeasure GHEsN. I was
infor: that a message had besn sen®t to the HUDMaN and HORBION
stating that it would only bes necessary to have boller powsr
available faor 27 knoté. &b the time Wid¥
o the liss &fd gn tha advi o - B
sacur (2] boiler ing
a ”‘L T
M

Gl ol B e
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00
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& Norizon.
lso informad gtlcal Publ

assiansd

gf what Ta
#1 had bsen

i guard station
plane gueard station #2 had been assigned to
T relisved the watch the HORSON and RODEAN O a

& wers Lo conduct Flizht cpsrations in accordance with the
ight air Opsrations Schedule promulgated Jy shipfs Cpesration
TPficer. This scheduls directed The launching of ailryersa®t at
000 and thair rseovery at 2230.

#T ralleved the watch at approximately 1943 and organized ths
2000 - 2400 watch a5 T0110ws: B, ;, sunior Officsr
of the Deck, was instructad to taks station on the starboard side

s t0 handls all volies comnunigaticn on the

= T R DS
ct
=

eircult, and to xeep his syes on whabsvar bDlans
on our starboard hand. fe wers usinz the
Gireuits, sl get bha priwgry circult becauss
he L0D to pe umabla 0 transnit ofl t priwary
et iapont BT ; 5 o Lo OPflcer oF Ghe datoH, was
dirscted to handle all routine administrativs mattsrs of tha
wabteh snd was assigned training dutlies in the pllot houss.

"Ths regular unde rway ehteaming wateh of the /aS¥ was sat as
Tollows: steersman, les stesrsman, guartermaster, beatswain's
mats of the watch, and one JS %alker all in ithes pilot houss.
four 1060 f;th wera stationsd on the COLC level to act as lookouts
for the forward hemisphere and four lookouts ware on the OF
lavel :o got @8 lasksuts Por she' §ter hemisbhere. Sound powered
phones wers mannsd on the fantall, stesring aft, and in Dama ze
Jontrol Central, Tha 1life bhoai watch S t and so reportsd to
ma . '

it 1980, % ordere nant g5l Benil o -hive PRSI
and HODE s tactiesl ordar ulitansaous turn to
thie it L0 D&Y SodrS and 1) information
gsignal indisating that ws would conduct perations when
wind conditicns permitted. The turn gxacuted and =11
ahips turned rizht t0 course 265° THU oximztsly 2001
an inTormation signal was sent to ; ZOBSON
indigatin: that we were conducting ght operations and we
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AT

-

aunched a strike group of ten (10) planes against the remainder
of Task Group 85.1 which was located some Fifty (50) miles to
the .South. ATt about 2030 the launch was completed and Task

Upnit 58.1.1 was turned left to course 102° and speed was
110raased to 25 inots. RODHAN and HOBSON wsre on station -
RODMAN at 1000 vards 0700 TRUE and HOBSON 3000 yards 243% TRUE,.
During the intervaT between 2030 and 2200 Fancy drill was
sonducted with the RODMHAW and HOBBON. At 2202 a radio check was
hsld with thea 1wadx and HOBSOW on ths sscondary tactical circuit
Sompmnicavions were satisfactory.

pT R D an information signel indicating that we would conduct
Flight oparations an- conree. 298° A% & speed of 27 khatls was
transmitied and recelpted for by the RODMAN and HOB3ON. 3Shortly

arter this the Captain came up on the brideh, -4% qmuwoxlmatalg
29219 the Bxecubive Officer said tAre you going to turn on Time?!
I veplied, "Wes, #1r,' 4t E82B0 the teactical signels orderling a
sinmltaneous turn to the right to course 260C¢ and an increass in
gpeed to 27 knots and an information signal indicating that ws
would conduct Lll&ht operations when wind conditions permitted
re urawqm_gtea and were receipbed Tor by the RODMAN and HORION.
: 21 the factical signals were exescutad. Poth the RaDIRN
and HOBSQN receipted for the execution of the taetical signels,
(' the orders 'RIGHT STANDARD HUDDERY and 'ALL ENGINES ANEAD
ndicate Z08 turns.’™ My orders wers repsataed and carrisd
the steersman and lee stsersman respectively, and I
onally obaserved on the Rudder Angle Indicater on the open

Al per S0
l bridge that the rudder was pight 10°., At this time I informed
the stee”smaq that his new course was 260°., #While these orders

were given I wasg stending behind and to the right of the
Captain's chair. At the same time as the execution of the signal
ana my orders to the stsersman and lee steersman, the RODMAN

was observed by me fTo be on station and I dirscted LT 1516 3 el
cbserve the movements of the HOBS0ON. DBoth the RODMAN and HOBIONW
were obssrved to be turning right at the same time that the bow
of the WASBF commenced Lo come right,

¥ Shortly after fhatg the hbJSUR, by voice radio regquested the
W sk Unit Commander to confirm the fact that the HOBSON was to

) ik «

axe night recovery station #2 and an AFPFIRMATIVE was sant bal
to the HOBSUON.

“"After we had completed about 50° of our turn, our heading was
approximately 180° and the H0BSON bore approximatel 1y 254g= fvou
use As we continued our turn and approsched the heading 26 o
I observed the HOBSON crossing our bow from starbozrd to uor+
and her bearing from us was changing Pabﬂdly ta the left, 4s we
swung past the haaflng 2500 I ordered the steersman to shift the
7Lad9ra The order was repeated and carrisd out. At the same
tlme I %old him To steady on 28600,

Waen the WASP had swung past 28609, and steadis
observad that 250° wguld be 2 beLLer rascovery od
The Captalin sent a signal to the RODMAN and HOBS nforming
them that we wers adjusting our course to 250°. I then ordepred
the steersman to come left to 250°. At the time we wers steady
on & course of 280° and had commenced no swing to the left. jg
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ol at that time shouwed hsr to be coming
Te s our port bow. The HUBSON bore about
350 time, This movement of @)

Eéﬁ enpeared v be a rédhge of

wa diately said, ”Camr a =y

same tLln whie Ca0u11& was ofderim

AL & e fE g o 3
BECK Ly e eby assumed the comnn. ; saw that this
order W8S rung Ub. HOBS0N passed under ocur bow f;om_po:t To_
gtrrhoard. i 1€ a’péa;ed that the 4LD9 aac commenced slowing anc
thought for a mowment that the HUBIOL F110 c}ear Us o ng_npmb§r
one stack passed just beyond the st rrd =dge Of Gl I1ight o
and the two ships collided at apyrox1ma’a?v 2226, - Cur heading
at the momeint ol the impact was 2580, T estimate that the HOBSO!
wés op & hedfing not o the 1&¥t ol 3509 and that her spesd wa
not less than 25 knots. Imsediately after the collision I
agrdered the Boatswain's Mate of the Watch %o sound Ceollision
Ouartef% which he did. When it appeared that our forward motion
ad stopped the Caytalin ordered will, ENGINES STOP." The smoking
]am“ was ordersd out, Man Overboard was HOaneﬂ and the Fire and
ﬂescue Party was called away. All boats ] ered ifito thne
ok r 2235, ‘The Cav0w1n ) recting rescue
W, who had been informed by me of the
T To come uUp on t:e starboard side and
g S was illuminated with searchlights from the WASE
37 1

lieghts were bturned on.
tes after the collision I saw the bow of the
gink stern firet o our starboard

Bt o
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agervers, nets and lines oped inte the
diately aft enllisian. b ras 3
Boep Iile o starboard.
g§Eclé pper were well und Tarks"ta
xactly how much damage had beer ha WASP,
the Damage Control ALssistant
o the Captain which he did.
operations continued. 4% ab

I was rellsved or the watck

g diw boilees ofv She Lline 8%

F. Bo vou knov what y01?
d. shether or not the
nd to &% order MALL “”GT”*S
q I feel tiad she did, When we bacl down at an
ged or sven full speed, why, it's quite ap o
ridze that we Hre. The SmlUt ahudders eliélﬁlw and
11 convinced that our order began to take ef '
1lision cccured.
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don?it kpmd WA Y spe.d the TAOP wis moiring =f
:ioua; a ' ETIER 0L uue g B T
nots == when we ent mi@u the turn,; 'we weye
gpeeu swinging around 1 turn, though ™

AT 3 G )

are DOS Ttive That yoU ad g2etbtlsd nowm . amd
after the turn signal?

And the order was given -- Ttransmiftited by the command
to come left to 250%
' e guite schbrefe. Ths orés® Sae 1
~= St the tactical signal which s

we were adjusting our course to the le

I

ted |
T s

19, G« 3o yFou Epolv what rodder angle s used in trat adjust
B
B ordered the steersman to come left

teer @
i 4wl may EFAt Re 'ovlor t use
éo ity I don't 13

3
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hat both the RODMAN
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at the same tTime
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d«  Now, om this mire 260, you s=
HIBS0E were observed to be turning i
the bhow of £re WASP commenvged to come
ObS”TV“tiOD tha't the HOBSONW Was Lurnin
the R A ron) my
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2%, Q. How were you able to cbserve that she was coming
jalf, Eiry

. VWell, I put my binpononlars on her spid 1 could see tge

il the ship and 1%t wag felrly obwficus o me that she

b
£
ted to swing to the left and --

2% Bie TRars she was in a left turn®
A 193, 8Ll
£6, §. ind that her fahpe vas lessa-than 2 thouvsdnd Feards?
s eI Ly 4 JOuldm't estimate it 2s being less than that.
i wasm‘tIBOOO, It zave me the appearance ¢f being close. I
would estimate & thousand veards.

27, . But you definitely observed that the HOBSON was in a
151 Turtis
k. Fes, Sir.

*

inform the Ca ptalA that she was coming left?
the movement I saw spnd then T sald, “Captain,
and almesi the. same Time the Caabu'q was orde

09
b

!

; . IS%G INCY BACK", with which command I ag
hundred percent, @)d there was poth‘ﬂc ‘move On By pErt %0 b

20, . But in no svent did you feel that vou had ohserved
her on a hesading not to the left of 1502

A. Well, now, that statément -- a statement which is tiken
from my statement of  the sollisior angle. Wow, I didn¥t =~ - wiien
Y observed, I don't believe ke Was on: & dolpse of 350,

30. P. But you 4id delfipnitaly ohserve ithe HBEN waking = lafs
Turnt

&, Well, Bhre appeared to be caming lefi.

31, Q. Did you see her wake?

. o, I 458 @or.

32. §. For what period of time had you had the HOBSOH ter
observation through your binoculars before vou observed the left
tum?®

on a
& turn

AL Well,) 'Y don’* want to get a picture of her turnin
conrse apd theb turning, but I ohserved that she was i
and coming to the lerft,

~dr
il

33. @+ Had you had her mder observailion through your
binoculars prior to that time, and arter you gave the orders o
turn right o 260%

A+ After that? WNo, I don't remember precisely when she = -
when I put my binocwlars om - = Fop, hy that %ime T could se=s hee
trucic lights sweeping to the left mk¢ under thai situation, since
e wers goning to the 1“me, her bearing was changing te the left,

didn't consider that teo be a parfieularly alarming situation

v

take a closer glance at it,
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Ho. Ho, sir.

d you ~ = ¥you are

adlng was 256%

rv reasonably cert

iile you were in

i

P
ine aiter §

e the c‘fu"t:l1 e of

rved her through

0]

rFOSSed Vour bow

17:. B Eid you dGntE pe i .
when vou were In the fturn = - you -a ] L wEeSthie® . ol
iooked at her through your binoculia Time?

ks Ba, T da 3Bk

38, §s DHd youw leve any informgtion o ler & Bhere <Eim

A, Well, &8 I ohserved her as I stated there wh I == our
heading was about 1605 I shsefved her oh omyr stzrFbiatd Deam, ss .1
recell, at thut time, Bs I locked out over the edge of ihe bpan
bridge, her truek light was about two~thirds of the way up the
glsss and 1t apg 1 thet when she came arcund ahead of us she
was & 1little Dbi but she wasn't unduly close.

39, Q. You édidn't phaerve — = Was jour rader woraing &t thad
time or was that after the SC went out?

h, Hell, L Eoglanit &=y,

LO. Q. ¥ou 24 ne information on her range or heading?

i, R AR fjme'T

ai, @ At the time she swung across vour bow?

&, You Dean the instant that she turned l=T47

mrn?

positive 8t the tine of yous.
2 L o -
28 DL k. W85, 517
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¥7-/Q7 ‘yeoman, third class, U. S. Naval Regerve, entered
as reporiter.

44, Q. Will you state to the court why vou arse go certainsf
A. I think one of the first things I did after I announced
COLLIZSION QUARTERS was look at the compass.

45, Q. That was 258 at that time?
A. It wae appreximately 258 at that time, yes, sir,

48, Q. Pid you personally observe the angle of lmpact? -
A, ¥y angle of impact is partially from an ebservation and
partially from a deduction made after the celliisien. It was
observed by me (1) that her number one steck clesared, (2) that
the right barrel on our three-inech mount ferward was hit%,; and
about the only thing I knew that ceceuld have hit wag the
seeond stack which to me would indieate the ship was coeming
o, If 1t had been any other way we would have hit her well
forward. I believe if she was coming in like this (indicating)
we would have hit her further feorward.

47, Q. And where did the WASP strike the HOBSGN?
A, T would estimate, 1t is fairly aecurate, we hlt her just

aft of the number twc atack.

48, Qe Do you knew whether the bow of the WASP pasgsed completely
through the HCBSON or whether - -

A. I could not say yes or ne te that, It appeared that the
ghip, the HOBSON, breke lnte twe, but te say the bow passed
through I eeuld not say because the way I was standing I never
did sze the stern of the HOBJON.

s

49, Q. Do you know whether she breoke in two?
A, I couldn't say from my own knowledge.

50. Q. You dldn't observe the two parts of the ship affer

the collisien?
A. Ne, Sire

5l, Q. Was she somewhat obscured by the forward edge eof the

| flight deck? _
A4, T think one would say that for anyone standing on the bridge
| hig vislon is somewhat obscured by the forward edge of the flight

deeck.,

52, Q. In vour statement you say that the movement of the
HOBSON eoming left, at what appeared to be a range less than 16000
yards, was unexpected. What movement 4id you expset of the

HOBSOH? -

A. I rather expected her to get on our port side and stay thers
since some time she had to maneuver back into plane recovery
statien 2, but under no cilrcumstances did I expect her to turn
left when she wag on our port sids.

53. Q. When was the firet time you were aware the HOBSON
had not turnsd right simultanspusly with the WASP?
A, Well, I think it is - = what de you mean "had net turned"?

. CONFIRENTH
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54, Q. Made the rtull turn to 260°T simultaneously with
the WASP, ‘

A, That would be one place where I was reasonsbly certaln of
when I obeerved her coming towards usg, yet I estimsted her beari
when we were sround te course 260, was 250 which means she had
dropped back in station a 1little bit but apparently had net
eleged range, which gave me the lmpression perhaps she had
followed the maneuver by simply slowing and turning.

5. Qs That was your lmpression from the observatlon you had
taken?

A. At that partieculasr instant, yes, sir, so that she went
acress our bow rather fast. I would say, to be agbselutely
certain, that she had not completed the turn te the right. When
I first obgerved her heading for us I would say definitely that
was the firet time I would know for sure,

56. Q. D14 you have any reason prior to that time te suspeect
she hadn't?

4., Ne, sir. If she bad slowed down and turned with us znd slow
down immediately upon the executien of the signal she would have
naturally appeared to clese us as she passed our bow as we gwung
around. That didn't appear te be uvnusual to me.

57. Q. If she had turned te the right the whole turn to 260
simultaneously with the WASP and had slewed down would her bhegrir
have been substantlially the same as you observed on the bridee

of the WASP? X
A, I would say that would be so. It had been slowing and

she would have time te drop baek on station gnd close s little
bit in range.

58. Q. But it would elose more slowly than she did, is that

correet?
4, Yes, sir.

82. Q. Do you reeall where you were in your turn when your
radar repeater en the bridge failed?
A4, No, gir, T dontt.

60, Q. Were you observing the HOBSON when that radar repeater

failled?
‘A. Ne, slr, T wasnlt,

61, Q. During the turn to 260 4id you take bearings en eilther
the RODMAN or the HOBSON threugh a pelorus?
A+ No, alr, 1 4id net.

62, Q. I ecall your attentlien to Exhibit 66. Do you cencur
| in all respects with that estimate of the track of the HOBSON
and the WASP? ,
A. I can certainly testify to the facet that the WASP made
her turn that way and from the description that has been given o1
the HOBSCN's movement I would say that was a falrly accurate
representatien ef her maneuvsr.
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