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95, Ge And during those watchas you were undsr instruction,
iz that corrsctE?
A, Yes, sirs

96. &s Do you recall a piece of papsr on the bulkhead in the
bridge relating to tactical diameter and rudder angle?
Ay Yes, sir, thsere was a small note atitached to the vertical

part of the desk where the maneuvering board problams were work
oubs :

97 Qe What was on that paper?

4, I hade=it read, ®station spesd 27 knots,® I think, and
¥sperational speed 25 knots.™ It also had actical diameter
given, I am not sure what that was, whether it was 1000 or
1200 yardae, I don!t rescall,; &£6d it also had 2 rudder angld.  IE
said use 14 degrees rudder and 14 was saratched out and 12 was
wpitten in. It wasn't signed by anyone. I don't know whoe plac:
iv thate, end 1t FRd nodafes

40 ot

98s §e Do you recall whether the 12 was seratched oub and 10
wag written in?
A Yes, I think it was in pencil.

-]

99, Qe 10 was the final flgure?
As YeBe : .

100s Qe Do you know what would be the tactical diasmeter of
the HOBSON with 10 degrees rudder angle?
A, I don't know, 8ira. :

101. @« Do you wrecall anything else on that paper?
A, No, sir, that's all I recall as belng on thers.

102, Qs Do you know of any message or ordsr that was rsceive:
by the HOBSON from anybody directing the use of a 1200 yard
tactical diametsr, direciing the ships in gquestion to uss a 120
yard tactical diameter?

A I have ne knowledge of any such message.

E o

103. Qs Had you heard there was any such message aboard?
Ma | Weg | o

Cross-examination by counsel representing ILisutsnant Commande:
Tierney:

104, @» I bellsve you testified, Lieutsnant, that you did not
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Qe

TS e (]
M. ¥
¥

wersztion

Captalin and

bebween Ths
‘ No, I heard mﬁ co hetw

you observe Tieutehanf

ni der for the course change o
A Ha, #iry 1 41dn*t pbheegve Hr.
114, Qs ified Timt Gaptain T

when the information came to the HOBSOHN to the effect that she
would t8ke plane guars statlon 2, i that€ dorpect®

A, I don't know precisely when and how it was.

105, Q- Do yvou ¥now for certain that somesthing to that sffect
had bheen received?

A, I saw no written ~~ I don't know for certain. I was told
by the 0D, and it seemed to be common knowledge on the Dbridge
we ware going to that atation.

Could it be because that was
! te informstion actually had be
owledge 1n all pTOu&Dllity the
tidd, &w
ag not qualified to say what was common knowledge on £
il att AOE gualifisd, due €to Ehe Fiort Time on Llie HOBSON;
& ekamy " £ think? to pass on wlat was common nractlce as to the
method of getting plans guard stations. 1 den't know,
107« Q. You testified that some time after the sxecuts Mpe.
41' and theg Czptain were oii the port wing of the Bridge,
16 “that garreets .
A, THit 1t pervrert.
108: §¢ Could you estimete how long after the exsgute they we
o the port wing of ‘the bridge that you noticed them therel
A, No, I can't estimate in length of time. The Captain was
deing the ecommipng to begin the mansuver Irom the port wiks, I
recall Mr. being w¥th him at least part of the tinme,
169, Je Difl lF. + and. the Capt: on the
aftsr you hed changed coyurse from 130 il
A, ieds, Tt is where the order o Aaxes -l
change. I think that is where the Cap anding
time ke made That firsl conrse clBings, BET S
TZ::‘ i
110, @+ #£t Tthe firwt 180t chihges the €aphsin Was ol the, paFE
winhg of the bridget
A 1 thirk 3o« 1 =mRobt poplitive on TImt poind;
117, 9. &nd vou dhink Hr. was with him at that time?
K I think so.
1ou %idn’* at thet time bhesr of Any cohversstdan

gann The two at any time.

actlions after the

the left had bheen given?
; actions .

ierney went the TB3, i

e rr—— e ey e

A He went back where the TB85 was located. T don't know, 1
TBS and various other places,
CoOp Eg*gs &
SECURITY s 167
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115, §. I3 thafioh dhe afher bulkhead of the pridget
B, OF the piict louee, ET salk oh thes stiritaeyrd gickbg
116. Q. When did you notice the Captain go back to the TES or
gyver W Tl THIT
d, T dofi't- reczll emmeitly, Wt sbue Time during the manuesver,
§ at I don't know whether he used it or not. I Jjust recal

tlat poiats

117, . Where did he move from in ordet
&l e

& ha i
&L e s ey - TasE. R @i T e e f

1te. . J, And Fou can'"t yewall whedrer 11 was sbaiFily  balaks
collision or ?1gbb after the execute at all. You have no recol-
lesion of Ehatd

A, Mo,

@s & matier. of

T fact, duTivg. this flus
ige were all moving about from place to »placs
m, and joursellﬁ e puartermasiey, 41165

ning atationmary,. is that dorrectd
lace

¢

}-

momody had a particular o

Fa0: Qe TheF wers moving from one side of the bridge to the
pilot house, and back?

other, and to the
. (es, &

1% Qe T pEated Fou- lad secen Thif turtiee rega:ding the e
det ahgle and apedds to use inm the Pilot house posted un a2 board}i
ja.t E‘:@S} Sll > ’

. Do ol o 1f BRat was an grdinsey pesitiicon foor
iohs. 'io, the bridge persennel Lo De pliced?

on one of my fornmer watches I & i
et that was for and he said it
et of the Qhp e Aldn'T tall =

u always stand your watches as JOOD with Hr.

Bdgd- o
e vou vere underway? >
v 2o = 5 1 f 5 L L = )
THer =toed thely walchies ome &l foUr. We sfood ouibs
thr=p, S0 wé ddvifczil =n TEe LD.
3. Do you nave any idea how many watcnes vou had stood

- B a
A. Wifh a totel of 14+ ~- and 4 of them, -- I would say 4 at
the most, -- probably three or fours

12% 8} fa¢ you bezn abecard long snough standing ie*ﬂhes orn
¥ ar

- T e e,
cra in vour mind any 031n*cn regarding the raplilities
s ale ?

of the officers ahoard and tie way. thay bandled whe sh;p
&, Are vou referring to the four OD's?




_f_zéa "\‘::‘}aﬁ T{esg ' r 3 . 3 ~ _
&. 1 don't SHnov s bctnei I-am gualified. [ bad forwsd mm
opiniony a personal opinion. '
ooninion?
and kir. were Tne Two mos

te the Jumioe
i‘ "

keep vou informed as to wnatl was

was cdolng. ;

Q. Did you ever n01109 gny begitatioh br indew®isian o

(i o

132, - @, Yol srdd et Fou gEw a mgneuvering fegrd wilith two
tts marked, tie relative hOSW'ﬂCﬂ ofr the HOESON te the SASE
‘op cpurse 102 and the relative position which zou would take wh
you came around to 265 or whatever the new course was going to
Mid you knaw, or were you ever informed, as to how they intende
to get the HOBSON to the new point?

4, Ho, l never was informed as Lo how they had planned to g
= ‘Lhe pDorimes

Crogss-examined by Lieuntenant g 3 BENE

131. @« “Tou stated thal @irihg thiz manenver the rajipges we
egning uy from CIE: o a tSlker o the brifge, ls that elrrean?

&, That is right.

132. Q. dnd that talker was communicating Those rangas to
the €Captain.

4. -~ Feg, The Laptaisw Spquesteld eohtlbuotuy rapges.

133 Geo And you stabted L@t you heard a rapge of 1240 perd
over.the wolce tube, is that correei?

i‘. -\masﬂ'

o

13%. @. Do you kpnow why that range came over the veoice tub
and not Through the dhounsz 88 ThHe other Tenpges Gid¥

A: That ves part of the convargation with Ltle CIC watshl ofF
who was cencerned as to vretae“ we had heard ths command to EXE
Ye was concernsd about the ranges closing and wanted .to know
whether we were r wtjrg ouR burn yeb, and I answered affirms il
the Captaln had the conn, and was in the process of making it.

. 135, @§. The ranges that came up ﬁo the talker came from an
enlisted man who was operating the Faddr 1% CIO, is that it]

A, That is my understanding, I have never observed the one:
tTion.

CONFID
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136: .- But #His was 4 QIC ofTlcer who salled through’ the
voice t&%e, is that corres t?

b 1 : Yex A~ 2 -
13F. @« DidnTt he seem & liithle extcited When '» ealled thm
dquestion np to pan?
A e, ke dICN'T .ge uo be concefnec‘ gweF aayLalbie e th

.3
e wanted to De e got t e execute signa
&

is reason for

138. Q. Diéd he use any stronger languege than is customary
conveying informationm from CIC?
A, It seems I do recall something stronger than normal Navy

Phraseclogye.

139. &. Could he have said, "What the hell is zoing on?"
&  Tde, q3r, e very well noiﬂd mave zaid thet, -T Geoh't
racall that re did say thate

information?

- a

ps»
6]

Q

b}

= ™ Tai - . e . : . — . N pe
g, 3 ~Yo vou recall that it was language stron-er than th
o
s

Wow when that nenge came up do yvou know what course

142, Q. Do vou know whether or not you were on the 1300 cou
#. T don't recall tut I seem fto remember it was after o [
.these IEFT STANDARD, on one of the courses that I don't know.

1k, Q. .And vou would say it was on the next coume after tb
130 course that vou don't know what that course was?
A2, T don't know what it was or how long we redalined i,

coungel Tor the courts

vou know at the time what that course was afte:
nave Just for ttem Or oo you aean e con&
: 3 = on?
i

= 2 SO

¢ildnit know what
B! OvENg SErem <3 the

at ttat time. I don't recall ever having

it was gilven.

hbe Qe You dpa't thipk 1f wes your ity ap julitor af
the deck to keep yourself informed of what course the shi
&:, It probabliy wWas, sip, but T didn*t Enow the cortes at the

|

7. Qo What were you doing at that %ime, 1}

A, I was mainly concernem with keeping out om the way oi the
people who were zonning the ship, cbserving what they were doing
for training DUrposSes,

CONg
SECURITY
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ﬁﬁss, U.8. Mavy, was
ourt and was

him was still hinding,

La. Wy o AFE Bdl 1
cestifiad I fa EE
&. Yes,

Ehe Wims ot Gl

e Did you have any watl
on between G : and
Big, aix, 1

hetween i

Se Qe Yo' wzsre pavigatine guar b
& JES FIE;

you as a watch
navigator to

a
C_
- iy 1 e TR e R O B - i . = - 2

Te Qs You were the agsistant Eo The execuilive of
N =
A s g L]
'\. % 7 "
Elen seen 1T
B tive d

G, Qs Yo puch of that duty las Ddeen achiveld
4. dprroximétely siX years, sir.

1w TR - o8 sea’®
By 511

wiede & - —

is
cans
e
thu riing op a ¢liart and
51gna¢ GHF, 1 wallied out st

Captain
ignal was ed the Cax ‘g O“u@f
come right to new course l OO‘ At
gllmrl hanse 1o fake @ loran Cix agd

, boatswain's mate, SeniA




st e

sav, Combat reports thse WASP 750 vards awav, too close to geh

o ther range and closing fagt,! I r"+urnaa to the bridge. A
rew seconds later Lhe Captain gave the order for all engines ahsad
@nszgencv full or flank, and someone nollefed to pass the word
standby for a2 collision, 1 , boatswalin'fs mate third passe
the word and I pulled Lthe general alarm. AS I wag vreaching Tor
the general alavrm the WASP struck us on the starboasrd side., I
went o the port wing of the bhridge and steppeu up on the spray
shiald =nd logked BI'% Go sese 1€ we were going to &ink, and I =iw
the WaASP two-~thirds of the way across the HOBSCGW, She looked as
1f she was in ths after firercom at the break of the 01l lsvel and
pt an angle a little less than 90°. The Captain wag on my right
and at this time water wag up bo my knses and the ship was listing
almast 9G¥ to pord,.®

12, §. You sfedlk of 2 Turning sighnal. Will you 811 The cours
sxactly what you heard, the verblage of that signal i1f vou reecall,

4. T know 1t was 286G, sir. It was FOX SIGHATL 260 is all that

T cann recall over the TBS.

15, Q. Did you ever hear any MIKE CORPEN signal come over the
TR ?
A e BEY - T-CdiRMG  pEERLL 4

At knds point the court sat with open doors.

Examination by counsel for the court conbinued:

ds 4 b vou | wetmll iswediztely Drisy to collisisn; or shelp
0% eailision, any coniversatiofi betwesen the commanding offis:

i 3
ki to
55 il 2
nd Lisutsnant Yo ? ‘ . X 5
4, Yes, siv. Ithey wers telking but I don't ¥now & word they

a
were saying.

s You heayrd fome =~ oy Qs It that jow dsntts resall any of

-
the conversatlon bebtwsen the commanding officer angd Lieutenant

-

s Wo, 817, T demh,

16, @. Dig you hser auy reamatk by th
the effect that he had to expedits
pegdt pospible Speed or wards to Tl

A. T, Riz, 3 434,

17. . Would you give Just what langvage s used and what he

said. -
A. Wnan the f51wna? was recsived I don't know whethsr they wsre
digcussing how Lo get on station. Thev #ere lalkiwgs Whether
they wers éiscmgaxn* how to get on station I don't know, but I
hgard the Capbain Sﬁutﬁ that he bhad to sxpsdits getting on statio
at the best possible speed.
'hen what erder did yom hagy ths Caplalin give the

STANDARD RUDDER and COME RIGHT TO CQURSE 130.

3 21d you heer any othes

19, Q. And 2f%6r be cewm G0 equrde 150
orders? Did vou hezar any other orders he gave the helmsman?
e D IR




K
20, Q. Do you know whether tha i course was ever changed befor

collision? :
tO'ﬁEhefT

E, I reeall we @
r . - = .L,.';»
ey ue, Bed . Hhe em il ha ] _ thhe
wag, J dan't V; v back tv the ehari house.

COLLISIONY
volce who-

it wWas- sadjd, "L
ard Drdidntt recogiize

tated herve was ali
of the way across t 1
ttle less than a G0° angle at

N

Sill’, tuma't I

and was i
+t looked as
tineE

- e
et l-'

} a P
2%‘ % ‘:j & j|| sy
a =r
B 50 5

gh the

e she did Dut

o - through

Lig  The cepmanding effiper of the

right when I went into the water. I

whegther te aireraft warning Llights ém 'the

AN or the
ney were

dll hemaying any @UsETy | 3
ey were burfilhg -- a el
Tturn them on?
We received an order a
Lo, Turn. o the  aifekPati
them on myself and wer
Lhem and they were bhu ntly. Apvrexim-
minutes later we vece transmission

ling us to expedite ithe execute of the signal.

ter svnsew,
28 Hroik
ﬂ:e wing of the

3. ‘. To Imyn on the trdgle LightET

A Yas, s and told us to expedite, That was apuroxima ately
four or five minutes after I turned thewm on. When this message
pans grede 1 He“f out snd recheschsd the troeh lights aid they were
burnity 2t that t;‘_.-u- nd at that Lime she was approxima t@lv 3000

(: oF ':':‘ - A 8 ::'z. i
EsECUP“”Y R P

o




cowvld see er truck lights and also the

I L]
trek Lizii ts of The RODLAT.

CRE B T L T e

- P i v Nl 4 8 o e TaF A 1.: a E %
Fs AfF Oid the IQJPON inform the HASP hed lights wele

cer of the deck, Lisutenant A,
signal had been executed, TS

: byl a7 H | ; o - e Lo Fal
L. (Hs Nl GedePLhe L) geshe <+ @5 your obsservation of even

-

3
efter vou went 1n the water.

£. After I went in the water 1 suan apprexiwsfely 10 e 15
feet trying %o get away from the ship. I had been told there was
suiction and I was trying to get as far away =25 possgible., Afber 1
had swam a distance I locked bacl and the ship was gone and I gid
ntt feel any fuction, and it appeared to me that the aircraft
carrier wes drifting down on me and T St-rted swimnming in the otk
direction, anil T swam approzimeiely for five minutes before I fou
a life jacket. I got the life jacket and stayed in the water abc
LO minntes and was pleked up by the motor whale boat of the RODI

15, G  Could veil estigete iThe tive that the HIBE0HN stayed
afloat aifter sellision®

&, I would sey Tle bow wasn'y sueh over a m?ﬂut ; Petligsem &
minute snd two minutes for the bowe. I couldn't see the stern,

35. G The EOSS0N was cuf In twe, breken in ta?

A: It appesred to he, we, 2iF. 1 don't Khow for sure bt 1t
appeared to be At the time I wes 1h the water, ;

ge amount of

Was a 1af il )
ere was, You could

«
£ T ] 1~
b Tes, cxiey R

38, §. What wes the mature of that gear?
4. lLife jackets, wonden gratings, drums, water casks.
B, - B T afti=s%

e Hets, oy, Eiv,

L Q. Any lines?

. Ho, B3] don't recell g Dilwss,
%l. Qo Fid yon dear 08 tomeiding of ficery
the WASP or dirsct any question to the WAS 5
statleon =houdld be?
4 Wpy sdry I didn'te

who

of -the TUBBOE ask
0 what his

42, Q. Would you say there was suf
*ve1lasle for everyv man that was able %
_"_o 4_\—55 Sll".

C@NP::L,
SECURITY |NF)




‘?6 & is.: S 7 (8]
&s I wenld
am not positive
ks Q. DEd
_“L:.e :‘TO b w3 | I‘ o
W8y Q. Yem
~- given by the
o aclligient
A. HNo, Bir,
gt Hlam Emel
and he hollisred
shack and I ran

L
&
il
o
gl

CONEF
SLIZEVEf YfE

S S TR

N g
HNOW ,

vinat was

BLl
you Know
say a.
5 BB -EE &

vou ever

a

don't 3
command i

T -ads i
this

£ =1
heard

this bills
ourh

A0

the

thie

roxina e1v
see the WASP

recall hearing

d
ing oificer of the HIESOH immedia ely

distance Dbetween tﬂeA*lgmus?

gUuess.

hefore she

any any
= o

he caart house pack in the loran shac
talker reporit she was 750 yards away
That I know. I was baclt in the lora

on the hridge.

o WERGLY

e Wreidoe
t.‘.;.c 1l sw

Ell

- /;.‘

L3, . 4And in a handy position?

)i Ny " o R *, o

4., Yes, sir, it was, )

L, o You have spolen of ai efgrt WaEilpp lighhs. - Hew Eie
they physically located on the HOBSON?

A. We was one of %tiie two ships 1in the mine forece that had ours
Tore and aft. Our truck ligi.ts were fore and aft instead of

] 3

ayproximate distance?
between two and thrse feet, I



o , yeoman, first elass, U.S. Navy, reportsr,

50. Q. How leng have you been on the HOBSON?
As I reported abeoard the HOB3ON Décember 28, 1950.

p.

- Bl, Q. Do you reeall 2 plece of paper being on the bulkhead ov
the navigaterls table on the bridge of the HOBSON that showed
tactical dliameter and ruddeér angle ~ writing te the effest 14
degrees rudder angle was scratched out and some sther number
written en there?

4, We had -=-; You mean the eorder of right standard rudder,

full rudder, and hard rudder?

52, Q. I have reference to a pleece of paper placed sn thé
bulkhead on the bridge with masking tape - attached to the bulk-
head with masking tape; do you reesll ever seelng such a plece

of paper?
A, No, sir., I don't reeall,

53. Q. Do you know what tactieal diameter was in uge by the
unit or ferce te whieh you were attached? Do you recsll any
srder from the Commander Task Group designating any?

A, No, sir, :

84, Q. No definite tactieal diameter?
A. No, sir.

Cross-examined by Captaln {H/(; ; 8 party:

55. Q. We have ne erogs-examination except I might ask, after
vou were in the water between the time of the collisien and when
you were pleked up were you ir a pesitlon to observe whether the
WASP or other shipe arrived at the general scene with rleod lighi

A. Yes, sir. The WASP had on fleod lights.

§6. Q. DPid it l1ight up the scene of the rescue operation quite

clearliy?
A, Yes, sir.

Cross—&xamined by coungel representing LCPR Tisrney:

5% Q. After the eollision you testified that yeu Jumped on the
spray shield, lecked aft, there you saw the WASP two-thirds of
the way through the HOBSON?

A., That 1s eorreet, sir.

58, Q. Do you mean by that that the bew of the WASP hed not
penetrated the HOBSON completely?
A, From the position I was in, sir, I den't belleve it had,

ne, sir,

59, Q. In the momentary glance that you took of the WASP
before going inte the water, d id you observe any way on?
A. No, sir, I could n@ta

60. Q. Did she have much way?
T didn't observe any on. 1t atarted - it started swinging

- L

to p@l‘to
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Fe . A
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81, Q. By:that.doiyousmean that you couldwmeXe no Fetérmldation
whether .or not she was moving at all?
A. No, sir, I.eould nob. & o W

Q, \ow; appfc fmately now lenn WA s 1L batwevn the time you
felh the i ¥ imp ﬁ an the time VOu 4 umned

83, Qe The!

*g;zfes;i;‘ :

c4. Q. Then could you conclude, from thst,, in the.Z20 or, 30,
seconds betwegen the time of imnact and the time of your
observatlon ‘of the bew of the WASP that it had +ravelled
two~thirds of the Way,thwouah_the H@BSON} > .,!;,1

Ao Pron where I Was: angl =T ]

yes,‘sirg%ﬂ.w_. o

65, T, Well, what was the speed of the WASP as you have heard
or -as yeou know shorily before the.time of, callision?gwmﬁﬁai_.
..»:'A' .,L do puh knﬁbﬂf’ Si}f’ : £

069 Qa DG you knmw what tne formatxon gpged Wag? o0 S
Awz 273 kqots, Ty b 1ieve¥ Sirgltm, i e

':Gross~axamlned by L*eutenant ﬂmﬁa e B ?afty:

8% 5 Q;-’%/xi you: were the’se”

o q”'rtermaster aboard?"1
“‘Alﬁ Ves’ Sir@ '} ) ] FIY Y e

:ass¢stant nav;gdta ?
F A Ae ‘;-—VE, Eirw W

H S ot [ 2 i '
69; Qe Did you. conduet any arills while you were under wWay?
Ao, Yes, glr, we &ld.. @1 b . fe i

70 Q. What tyoe &fills d;d yqu have?

oW

r; 5 :'. i R
Cl@ﬁ & maan: Wen bV :.;a.me

PR £y Py o4
1 LB =203

1n genera1
Al The, entnwv

quaftermaéter gangs

72+ Q. Did, any,of, the, ofilcers take parsi. .
AQ Y@S, Sira g F o T [ L ! 7 TH i 3

73, Q. Whaﬁmﬁégvﬁﬁi ﬁété%é of %h@i%ainstructioh?
Ao We, L Wers uslng&this new APC=l, - ~

At this point the court uatfw1uh cJosed deors.

P = s T
5

The pvess ahd spee ators withdrew vem Tho eourtrocmq

& R b T i =1 . .
7.5 el X L
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74, Q. Will vou please describe the nature of the drills that
ag ucted, ‘
Weif ;oggn't remember the time, but we were having drills en thls
new APC~l - T believe 175, I don't recall the number, but there
was a flag holst drill and the offieer of the deck was looking
up the slgnalg - the officer - all officers were on the bridge
at times - they were looking up the signals for us,

75. Q. How often were those drills conducted?
A, T would say with that new signal book we had at least four

drills, sir,

76, Q. During the time after you got underway from Charleston?
A, Yes, g ire

77 Q. In your duties ag asslistant navigator, were you called
upon to use 211 the navigation gear aboard, such gs the fathomete:
Loran, varieous alidades? : W

A, Yes, €ir, |

78, Q. What was the condition of the navigational equipment

aboard?
A. 1t was all in - I would say ~ good condition, sir.

79. Q. Did you have all or practically all of the gear that
your allowance ealled for in the navigatlons¥ department? g
A, Yes, sir.

8C. Q. There is Jjust one further thing. You saild the WASP
cut two-thirds of the way through the HOBSON; did you mean that +
the WASP's bow was two~thirds of the way through the HOBRSON
or had two-thirds of the WASP passed through the HOBSON?

A, From the position I was 1n it looked like the bow was
spproximately two-~thirds across the deck of the HOBSON, whether
it cut two-thirds of the way I couldn't tell,

Re-sxamined by the counsel for the eeourt:

8l., Q. Was the publieatlion ACP-175 fully in effect at the time
of ecollision or had 1t been placed in efreet that day?

A. Out of memory, sir, I believe at 1200, Noon, 1%t was that day
or the previous day we received the meesage saying 1t would be.
I don't do anything pertaining to signsls, that was handled by
a different group. I mean we have two g roups, signalmen and
guartermasters,

82. Q. That 1%t was in effeet or that would be in effeet?
A. It was in effeet to the best of my knowledge - - to the
best of my knowledge 1t was in effect.

83. Q. Do you recall the gignal?
A. I don't reeall the signal on 1it.

84. Q. Do you know whe that signal came from?
A. No, gir, I don't.
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Lisutenant {junior grade) ) , Supply Corps, Y. 8.
Navy, was recalled as & witness by the counsel for the court,
and was warned that the oath previcusly taken by him wae still

binding. :

Examined by counssl for the court:

ey @ bescribe your marine experienee and state your length of

service in the Navy. , ‘ _
A, August 14, 1950, served aboard the U.S.S. PICKFORD (AF-54);

ordered aheoard the HCBSCN in January, about the middle of Januar
1952. I was aboard the HOBSON approximately three and one~half
months, I was in the ward room when the colligien happened. Wk
the eollision oeeurred I went te the 01l level, got a life Jaeket
on and got into the water. I did not gsee the ship again. I was
plcked up by the U.5.5. RODMAN, teken aboard that ship.

2. Q. What were your duties sbeerd the U.5.5. HOBION?

A, I was the supply and disbursing officer. My ceollateral
duties were insurance efficer, I had the coding watch after
2300 and that is all.

Bs Qo Did yom éave any of yeur records?
As I did not gave any records,

4, Qo Did yeu savé any of your money?
4. I did not save any moneys

5, 9. Do you have any ﬁersonai knowledge of the events leading
up to the cecellision between the WASP and HOESCN?
A, Ne, sir.

8, Q. Were vou picksd up by the RODMAN or a small boat?
A. I was picked up by the gig of the RODMAN.

Cross—-examined by Lieutenant _L 8 party:

Te Gu Mr. Ao ‘s, you are now in the proecess of trying se
rgeongtruet your accounts and take care of outgtandling
requisitions - the ship's indebtedness, is that right, sir?

A, That'g right, gsir. T would like to give the names of the
two offieers whe searched me when I was pilcked up, Lieutenant

(Jg) & @ondEnsign Ao -

Re-examined by the counsel for the couri:

8. Q. They did geareh your person?
4, They semrched my clothes.

Neither coungel for the court, the court, nor the parties
desired te Turther eXamine this wltness,

The c¢ourt informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering snything related te the subject
matter of the inauiry that he thought sheuld be a matter of
record in cennection therewlth, which had not been fully breught
out by the previeus questiening.

SECURITY INF
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The witnees ‘sedé that he had nothing further to Sioks, b

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

fo ¥ ,ISEaman, U, 8. Navy, Wwas recalled as a witness
by the counsel Tor the court, and was warned that the sath
previecusly taken by him wae still binding.

Examined by the counsel for the ecourt:

1. Q. How leng have you been in the Navy,wsfkg?
A, 19 montha - - |

2. @. Speak leouder.
A. It will be 19 monthe the 13th of this month, sir.

3. Q. What has been the nsture of that service; where have
you been attached -~ what vessels, and se¢ ferth?
Ac Uo Sl B .L..‘la T‘IBSON.

4, Q. You were aboard the HOBSON during all that time?

A, No, sir. I served three months recruit training camp,
Newport, Rhode Island. I left there on Jsnuary 2nd, 1951, sir,
I reported abeogrd the HOBqGN in Charleston, South Car011na,

January 19th, 1951,

5. Q. Now, were you on duty at the time the WASP and the

HORSON eellided?
A, Yes, sir, I was,

6, Q. What were the nature of your duties?
A. I Was dquartermaster of the wateh, sir,

7« Q. When 4ld you sssumeé the duity of guartermaster sf the
wateh = what time?
A, Appreximestely 7:30.

8. Q. 1930%
A, 1830.

9. Q. Now, will yeu describe your personal eobservations of
events leading up te the collision between the WASP and the
HOBSON includin@ everything you heard, everything you saw, and
everything you Jdid.

A. Yes, sir. When on our base course 102°, sir, the signal
came over the TBS "FOX CORPEN 260 TACK SPEED 2?“, I remember
logging 1t. Then I walked baek in the chartheuse and was
checking the DR for the nmight, helping €% .  Upon execution
I logged the time 1t was executed, put 1% in ny leg using
verious courses and speeds te get on station. I don't remember
all the different rudders that they used. I remember golng rig
I think it wgs stendard rudder and reversed the rudder I don't
know how many tilmes. I wasn't paying too mueh attentien, this
was gomething - well, we had done it numerocus times, more or le

routlne.
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10. @. What has been done numerous timeg?

A. Plane gusrd -~ scmething whiech - gince I have beern on the
HOBSON we had plane guard with different earviers - it was mors
or lesgs of a routine. I wasg standing in front of the engine
order telegraph when I first sighted the WASP and 1t was not
quite broadside. I believe we were stlll turning, straightened
out, keeping bow to bow. Ag far as cellision, it never eccurred
to. me, 1 stood there, everybody else was calm as far as I can
remember. The las®t thing that happened was eombat reported
the earrier wag toeec close for any more ranges and bearings - the
bearing was steady and range was 750, The carrier kept on
¢losing rapidly. The Captain said, "Standby for collision.”

11, Q. Who seid that?
A. The Gaptaln, I believe 1%t was - I wouldn't want te make a

‘statement - it might have been Mr, er the Captain. I

really dont't reeall. There was a slight pause, I believe the
command was left 15 degrees, left full, left hard, emergeney

all shead flank, at whiceh time I reversed my positien from loekir
out the port. I rang the engine erder telegraph three tTimes freor
flank speed to stop. I Just then turned and looked out the

port porthelé snd seen the carrier. I thought it was geing to
come on the bridge - I seen 1t clear - then we hit.

COUNSEL REPRESENTING L.CDR TIERNEY: Would counsel have the
reporter read back that last answer in reply to your last
guestion? ;

The reporter read the answer requested,

12, Q. T understand that three times you rang the engine order
telegraph -~ you rang froem flank te step?
A, Yes, sir, going from fiank teo stop.

13. @. Did anybedy glve you the order to do that?
As Yes, sir.

14, Q. Who gave that eorder?
A. The Captain gave that order, *

15. 9. Stop all engines?
A. No, emérgency ahead flank,

16, Q. And you say you rang the erder on the engine order
telegraph? : ‘
Ae YGE, girs.

17. Q. Was that answered by the engine room?

A, I don't think it was. There wasn't time for the engine-
room te answer it. What little I knew about the engineering
gpacesd, they probably started te add mere gsteam or whatever they
do. I don¥t really think they had a chanee to answer the bells,

18, Q. You testified that you were steaming bow o bow with

the WASP®?
A. Bow tewards bew.




19, Q. What course was the HOB3ON on when you becamé aware
that the HOBSON.and the WASP were steaming bow towards bow?

4. L den‘t rem@mber =~ gither 060 or 090, That wae not our
course = the helmsman ‘had’ ‘tHé rudder on - which - I don't
remember, The Captain sald, "Rudder amidshipe, wateh your head.
The" helmsman sang ‘out’ “060" or “099 dis 3 couldn‘+ say which ~one

it Was, sir9

: . - : )
lQUBQ, Y@u Jwere aware at the”time the ship was steamling bow_

. A'D Yes? Sir" s Tt L : £ i

t80. a: "How db you Enow that? |
A, I.could_see, s8ir., Well, I wasg in a pesition toc = standing
righty there.in the pilst hpuse. We have portheoles from port to

starb@ard

Bl:efu And at that tiine vou “eould see the bow ef the WASP?
P& Yeg, gir,

22. Q. And vau 1dentif1ed 15.a8. the bow ef. the, WA$P? A
. A. Yes,.eir. It was - couldn't have been a "can') sir, "there
waga,only the RODMAN and the earrier plus ourself gtsam*ng, air,
and combat reported ne other targeﬁs ~ 80, I assume it wasg &

G&P?i@l’"a }'7';' wiil -, Ay L Al L Erdh %oy ';;' ETN g
“25" §..You, MY A BA TS was‘thewbew of the shin? Yoa ceuld

see the bow. @fuanather ship? e e
.Ag_Yas mir, S AR EUSE W

_¥;249 B Was there any: moon? _ e B N "
A, I don't remember the night too clearTy, there might have be

- a mgengout, .

325.,@5 D6 you mécall whether it was a dark night?
A+ Well, it was clear, sir, I don't remember any stars out.

26, Q.“Did yeu ‘deée waves'ioming over the bow?
iA. T dontt think se.ﬁ g ca Id jw;t see' the bow steaming bow

sowards-“bow., - °

27¢ Q,a Gn that caurse, you Bay 660 or OQG y@u Qbserved the

bow of: tHe ‘WASP coming tewards you?.
5; Abtusglly -1t wash't -the “courges’ “fhdt “Gad” the shipfs head

at, that time,csir.ﬁ The shlp would., still "N swinging._zumte;ew:

28.~Q. Waq that befere or 3fter the comman&ing offieer ‘of the
HOBSON gave.hig order "left 15 degrees, left full, left hard"?

Aa That Was bef@re;

99 Q, Before he gave those orders?
A. ﬁes, sir, that was be?ore.

,¢80. Q. Now, did you hear any discussion between Lieutenant
&-{ -rd the:commanding officer regarding:thesintentiiens of tl
commanding:officer in coeming to his plane guard statien?
A, No, sir, I den't believe I observed any conversation at

all , 8ir,
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3l. Q. Who had the eonn?
A, The Captain had the conn.

32. Qe Did he relieve Lieutenant of the conn?

A, Yes, £1r. On the signal execute he told him, "I relleve g
you, Mr. , and I have the conn."

33, Q. Were those his exact words, "I relieve you and I have th
oonn'?

A, T don't remember whether those were his exaet words - he
did relieve Mr, + of the conn,

34, Q. He relieved him of the conn?
A, Yes, slr,. ‘

35, Q. He d1dn't indlcate he wag relieving him ae officer of
the deck?
A, No, gir,

36. Q. And that was at the execution of the turn signal, ie
that correet? '
A, Yes, sir.

37. Qe Now, would you state as near as you remember the exact
worda that were relayed from combat about the range 750 yards
being too close? -

A. No, glr, I don't think I cazn remember the exact werde, sir,
but at the time the ecarrier was too ¢lese for any more ranges -
the last known one was 750. The bearing was helding stesdy.
but I don't remember the bearing, air,

38, 3, You obgerved that combat sald that the carrier was too
close For any more ranges?
A. Yes, sir.

39, Q. Combat wasn't complaining that it was too cless for
gafety between the carrier gnd the HOBSON?
A. T don't know about that, sir.

40, Q. Do you recall combat saying anything about the bearing

heolding steady?
A. Yes, sir, the bearing was holding steady.

41, Q. Was that before or after the commasnd of the commanding
officer of the HOBSON whieh was given, "put the rudder left 15
degreesg"?

A, That wasg bafore, sir.

42, Q. Before he ordered that last left turn?
A. Yes, sir. .

43. Q. Now, this order to standby for eollision, 4id that cone
| before or after the orders of the commanding officer to the helm
to put the rudder left 15 degress, full left, left hard?
A, Befors,

B

LSEt:u RITY ms%{‘\x}\%




SECURITY INFI

44, Q. Youlre certain of that?
A, Yes, sir.

45, 9. Do you know whether anybedy gave the sound of esllislion

alarm?
Ae Yeg, sir, I remember that,

46. Q. Who 4id that?
A, Parks, quartermaster first class.

47, Q. Was any othsr emergéney gignal sounded?
A. The boatswain's mate of the wateh, i B passed the
word over the 1MC.

48. Q. Did you hear any other order suech as sbanden ship?

A. No, sir, I don't believe I did, At that time I was Jjust
fighting ny way back inte the hatehs I had been knocked from the
starboard side te the port slde. As I was geoing eut I grabbed
a dog on the hateh and pulled my way back in. That's when
De¢gsroslers and Parks were at the slarm and -

49, Q. Was that before or after the collisicn?
A, That was gfter the eollision. ‘

50. Q. How leng, in your judgment, was it before the eocllision
that the Captain said, "Standby for collision"?
A. I don't recall -~ I don't think = it might have been seconds;

I really don't knowe

51. Q. Did anyone on the brldge take any action in obedience -
in compliance with that order before ceolligion?
A. T dorn't remember, sire

52, Q. From the time - from ghortly before you came off course
102°, up to the collision did you hear the Captailn say anything
other than the remark you just made, "standby for collisien,"
gnd the varleus orders to the helm?

A. No, 8ir, T don't belleve I did,

Crogss-examined by Captaln &)Lﬂ s 2 partiy:

53. Q» You éaid,I believe, that whlile you were H% the HOBRSON “&
you had particdipated on numerous plane guard meanuevera?
A. YEB, Sirg

54, Q. On this partlcular oceasion what plane guard station
did you think the HOBSON was going to take after the execution of

the turn to course 2609%
A. I believe, sir, we wWere goling from one station -~ changing

with the RODMAN to station one.

55. Q. What position in relation to the WASP 4id you think the
HOB3ON would occupy on that statien?
A. On station?

58, Q. Yes,
A. We would be - I don't remember the exact degrees off her

port - port bow, three thousand yards. That was the information

oA
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57, Q. Where did you get that information?
A, From Mr, ,

w

58, @. DO you reglize or know there is a difference between the
night recovery station and the day recovery station?
A, We, air, I don't.

59, Q. At the time the order to execute the turn to 260° was
glven what relative position wags the HOBSON in, in relation %o
the WASP - just before? !

A, Just —

60. Q. Before the exeeutlon?
A. OFff her fantail, starboard side.

61, Q. At that time you were on the starboard side of the WASP?

A, Yes, sir, I belleve that is where we were. Aectualily I
couldn't say for sure. About the time of the exeeution, as I
said before, I was in the chart house. I was in the ehart house
which 18 jw t aft of the pilot house looking ever the charts -
DR for the night. I never seen the earrler until we were right

hefore the colllsieon.

62. Q. What order did the Captain give %o thg helmsman when he
received the direetion te execute the tauarn 2607°%
A, Itwas right rudder. I don't remember exactly, right full

or right standard, sir.

63. Q. He turned right in any event at that time?
A, I believe it was right,

64. Q. Yet you were already on the right side of the WASP?
A, Yes, sir,

85, Q. Do you believe you weuld make a right turn starting
off on the right, turning right in order to reach the station
on the left of the WASP? : "

A, T dn't know anything about the manfievering board, getting W
on statlon anything like that, sir. That ls something I don't
understand. I mean how they were supposed to get on station
I don't know, slr, The maln thing I'm interested in when I have
the watch is keeplng the base course, speedg, anything
pertaining to that amntherity.

86. Q. After the Captain gave that erder "turn right", what
course d4i1d you come to at that time? =
A. We were coming to a new course 260, sir.

67. Q- Ies that the only course you heard mentioned?
_A. That's the base course we were coming 10,

68. Q. The helmsman told the Captain he had 260%

A. No, #ir, never stayed on any course te my recellectlon.
I wasn't paying too much attentlen - something we had dene
numerous times ~ more or legs routine to me.

conroe L ASSTED
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69. Q. Actually yvou don't know what the course was after makir
the flrst right turn? : :
A. No, sir, I den't,

70. Q. Do you remember how long you remained on whatever ecours
you were on before another turn was executed?
A. No, gir, I don't,

71l. @+ Was there another turn executed or did you continue - -
A. As 1 said before we ghifted rudder; I don't remember how

many tim§s gelng from right to lefk.

72. Q. Going back and ferth?
A, Yes, sir. . )

73. Qo AT one point you sald you looked out and saw the WASP
broadslde, after which another fturn was made. Now, at the time
you saw the WASP broadside would yeu describe in.a 1ittle more
detail whieh direction you were loeking in when you sgw that,

4., I was leoking out of the pertholé, sir.

74, Q. Out of the porthole; bthe port side of the ship?
A, The starbeard side.

75, Q. Starboard side. You saw the WASP broadside from the

starbeard gside of your ship?
A, No, sir. It was almost breadside. I don't know which

direction 1t was goling in.

78. Q. You saw 1t off the starboard side of your ship?
A, No, sir, I was lookkng straight shead.

77 Qo Well, = s
As I was standing on the astarboard side of the bridge, bdbu$b
I was lookling straight ahead,

78, Q. Right after making that observation you said your ship
mzde another turn; whieh direction did that go?
A. In the precess of turning, £ir. o =

79. Q. In whieh direction were you turning?
A. I don't know,

80. Q. Did you keep your eyes focused on the WASP froem that ti
antil the time ef collision?

A. No, sir, I looked away. I looked away when I rang up
emergency ahead full flank on the engine order telegraph.

8l., @, Wag 1t = 1f I had the notes on your previous testimony,
I think you said after making that observation the helmsman cams
to course 060 or 0307 _

b, No, I g8fd before that wae not our gourse., That was the
ship's head at the time the Captaln gave that command, "Rudder
amidships, wWateh your head", and the helmsman sang out 060 or
09¢. I don't recall whiech ene 1t was, sir.

82, Q. Did you glance over - notice where the WASP was in
relation %o your zhip at that time?




N

83. Q. You mentioned all during the course of these events up
until praetieally the moment of the collislen you felt no
apprehengion of danger -~ just an ordinary man@éver to you? WV

A, Yem, sir, - 5

84, Q. In what feshien d41d you think the HOBSON was going
to pass the WASP on that heading to feel so comfortable about

that? : . .
A, I really donft know. I must have had confidence.

85, Q. You 4idn't know what was geiﬁg to happen, but yom had
a generzl feeling of confldence, is that 1%7
4. Yes, gir,

86, Q. You said you could see the bow at one poeint in the
man#€ver; d1d you see any lights on the WASP? W

A. Sir, I believe what I saw was running lights - lights on th
WASP. When I was aboard the WASP I inquired asround and I was
told by people - - A

87, Q. I would rather that you state sctually what you saw,
net what you learned.
As. I put dewn in the statement I did see it, but - -

88s: Q¢ You're net toe sure, is that the idea?
A. I couldn't swear to it

89. Qs Did you see any lights other than the running lichts?
A, The alreraft warning lights were on, sir.

90, Q. From the time the madﬁ@wer stagted, by that I mean when
the first execute to turn te course 260° was given, did you have
any diffieulty seeing the WASP when you would leok out at 1%?

A. I don't believe I saw the WASP, sir, right up until - at
the time 1%t was almost broadside, sir.

9l. Q. In other words, it was Just a matfer of a Tew seconds
before the eolligion that you reslly saw the WASP, 1g that the
idea? ‘ : ' -

A, Yeg, sir. I den't know how many seeonds - never figured it
out rather. The first time I gaw the WASP after the signal was
executed 1t was zmlmost broadside, sir.

92, Q. It looked pretty close?
A, No, sir, .

93. 8. The only slgnal executed after you made that
ebhservation was when the Captain gave the sorder for a seriesg
of left turns that started with 15 degrees fukl, and hard?

A, Yes, sir, I belleve he must have been turning, steadied
up on it. I den't remember what course it was that they must
have been steaming - bew tewards bow,

94, Q. When vou gaw the WASP broadside you were looking
straight ahead; which direction was the WASP going in relation
te yeur ship? From left to right or from right to left?

L, I don't remember, sir. '




95, Q. ¥You sald yvou could gee the bow?
A, At that time I couldn't tell whether she was golng forward
which way they were going through the water at that time. Even
Sunday when I was aboard the RODMAN when the WASP was backing
down I couldn't tell which way it was going.

96. Q. You mentioned one range of 750 yards; were any other
ranges glven by or from combat or by the talker standing next ¢
Captalin Tierney?

A, Thatts the only range I remember, sir,

97. Q. The enly range you remember was that 75O?
ik Yes, g ir, _

98, Q. Did you setually hesr any collision alarm?
Ao b}oﬁ

99, Q. Just heard the order?
A, I m ver heard the general alarm go off, sir,

Crosg-examined by counsel representing LCDR Tierney:

100, Q. You testified that the bearing was reperted as steady
wher the commanding efficer of the HOBSON szid, "Left etandard,
1ert hard rudder®, is that correch?

A, Well, that bEar%ng was steady before the left rudder.

101, Q. Before the last rudder commands were glven?
A" e, Eiis

102, . How 41d you - where 4id the report ccme from?
Ao combat = GIGn

103. @. Did combat send up a range at that time®?
A, The range was 750,

104. Q. 8o that was a very shoert time before collislion?
A. Yes, sir.

Gresssexamined by Lieutenant Tk = party:

105. Q. Hsd you heard the telephone telker repeating other
words he had gotten rrom combat?
A, Yeg, sir,

166, Q. Did yeou ever hear him give any bearings?

A. They - ranges and bearings were coming up frem combat. T
don't remember any of the ranges or bearings, the last range I
"know is 750.

107, Q. That'!s the oaly one you recall?
A. Yes, sir,

108, Q. Was the telephone talker in the pilet house then?
A. T don?'t remember. He was standing - I believe he was
standing close to the starboard hateh going out %o the starboar

side of the bridge.

108. Q. Do you know the difference in the relative pesitioens
for night launching and night receverv?
Ae NQ, Sir g




Cross-examined by Lisutenant Y © ;, a party:

110, Q. Is 1t your statement, PYs, that the commanding
officer of the HOBSON sald, "Standby for collisien", before he

. gave the gerles of directions to the steersman to come left?

A. Yes, sir, that was before the last helm command.

111. 9. It wae before the last helm command or commands?
AQ Gommandgc i

112, Q. How long would you estimate that was before ths

colliision?
A, I really don't know any estimate of time.

113, Q. Would you say less than a minute or more than a

minute? _
A, Less than a minute, sir.

114, @, Legss than half a minute?
A. I don't recall, slr, _

115, Q. Is that the closest you can get to 1t, less than a

minute - Is that correet?
A, Yes, sirv.

¥elther counsel for the court, the eourt, nor the parties
degired to Turther examine this wifness. ;

The court infermed the witness that he was privilepged to
make any further statement eovering anything related to the
subjeet matter of the inquiry that he theught should be g
matter of record in connection therewith, whieh had not been.
fully brought eut by the previous guestioning.

The witness gtated that he had nothing further to s ay.
The witness was duly Wafned and withdrew,

g & ,, boatswain's mate third class, U. S, Navy,
wag recalled as a witness by the cowmsel for the court, and was
warned that the oath previeusly taken by him was still binding.

Examined by the counsel for the court:

1, Q. Hew long have you been in the Navy, _/?>4Q,
e A Little over eight years ~ since 1943, \ s

2. Q. How much of that time has been spent st sea?
A, From 1943 to 1946; May 1949 until July 1950; from
December 195G, uatil the time of the collision.

3. 0. And when did you first report to the HOBSON?
4. December 31, 1980.
4, Q. What duties were you performing sboard the HOBSON at

T e

the time of eollision betwsen the WASP and HOBSOK?
A, At the time T was boegtswain's mate of the watech on the

bridge, sir.

CONFIDRERA!
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D Qe When had you assumed those duties?
A, At 1945 that day. _

8. Q¢ Now, from approximately 2200 te the time ef cellision
state to the ecourt everything you saw and heard during that
interval and give = complete series of events leading up to

collision -~ everyﬁhin% vou did,
A, I piped taps at 2200 and went te the chart house and T was

in t?@ chart house until I heard the signal "FOX CORPEN 280 TACK
1EHEY - - = K |

At this point the court sat with closed doors.
The press and spectators withdrew from the courtroom,

A. {Continued) I was in the pilot house at the time I heard
the signal "FOX CORPEN" change. I stepped out of the pilot
house =2nd went into the chart house and heard the*260 TACK
LINE SPEED 27Y,

At thig point the court sat with open Joors,

7. 8. Continue from the signal that you described, telling
everything that you heard and asw and did,

A. T went into the piloet house and asked the Captaln if he
wanted me to zet the crash detail en deck because we were the
plane guard - get the ecrash detall up on deck and ready. He
told me to walt and I went over to the corner of the pilot house.
I heard the captain tell the helmsman, "I have the conn." He
stepped, I believe he steppred in the pilot“house and %old the
helmsman, "I have the conn. RIGHT STANDARD RUDDER." After
that I walked away, then I heard him tell the phone talker -
"Tell combat to send up ranges - keep them coming up steady.”

I heard the phone talker give thes first range as 3200 yards.

I stepped over to the port wing of the bridge and I dida't hear
anything else until I heard the talker say, "750 yards - 7509,

- combal reported "no more ranges," that the carrier had faded
frem the scopeé. 1 heard someone yell "Standbv for collision,®
So I made my way to hit the general alarm - ?{Q’ , the cuarter-
magter -~ he had hit it, all four switchas -= 1MC ~ PA gystem ~—
and that 1g just about the time I put out "Abandon ship, sbanden

ship', three times. : |

8. Q. You put sut the word "abandon ship"?
A, Yea, slr.

9. Qs Over what system d4dild you put that?
P-’s-e ll“ic L PAo

10, Publie zddress?
4, Yes, 8ir,

11, Q. Pid anyone tell you to igsue that word - pass that word?
As We, =i¥, '

1%, Q. Yeu did that on yeur own?
4, Yes, air,




13, Q. Do you know whether the general alarm ever sounded?
A. T didn't hear it myself, no, sir. I was informed it had
been hesrd just a few times then gut out,

14. 0. Now, 414 you hear the Captain glve any other orders?
A, Ne, sir.

15, Q. D14 you hear him glve any order to the helm during the
period that you are talking about?

A, No, sir., T did hear the eapbtain give the order PEMERGENCY
FULL", but I didn't hear whether 1t was zhead er astern. I
heard the captein say "EMERGENCY FULL." He did not say ahead
or astern.

16. Q. During this period did vou hear any conversation be twet
the Captain and Lieutenant | i *?
‘Ae No, sir.

AT
1 gaasis




b . S WS

elags, U.5, Navy, shisred @

4¢V’Q75 yeoman, second

reportar.

17, Q. But you distinctly heard the Captain tell the helmse
aman that he had the conn?

A, Tén,; 2ir. '

18. 8. Did you hear any discussion by Lieutenant Commander
Tierney as to how he was going - what course he intended to taks
H B &
it iy y ¥

19, 3. Do vou know what the rudder angle was at the tTime yon
heard the talker tell the commanding officer "Range 750 yards??
Ais The rudder angle was left.
es Fs Do yvou know how much?
A Hoy aips
21, Q. How do yvou know it was left?
just happened to walk up there and scen it.

& I

You saw 1it?

2 2 Y Q L3
i both

Y=, wir, indicators. 1

-
You can spot the compass swinging,

23. @« Do you know what hsading the HOBSCN was on then?

_[..,e 1':{07 S?-_._'jo

2%, Q. And you don't recall how much rudder she had on?

A, No, Ele,

2%, Qa Youw dG et recdll who it Was thit said “"Brtapdbhy. Poe
reilisiony®

A g, Sir, 1 moukdn*t diatinguish She 4ifTerence ih the
volice,

20, ®@. The only two ranges you were able to hear given the
Cantain were 3200 and 750%

£s Yaa, s1F,

27. RHas Were there other ranges given him in that period and
you Jjust forgot what they et

A Yem, aiy, 1 dldxn’t pay #io attentlsn to What they wers,

Cross-examined by counsel representing LCDR Tierney; pazisr:
28, Q. During this maneuver, was there much excitement on i
hridge?
A Ho, sir, the pllct houss was qulet.
29, Q. Did the Captain show signs of bteing wnduly alarmed
abaut the sitmaticom at any t ‘iie?
R T helieve he was alarmaed at the time he called Tor the
semargency bell.
. §
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ong have you been aboard the HOBSON?
mber Slet, 1§ Ce
ke comdlition of yeutr esguipment that Fou used,
that yvour division was resnonsibie for?
BTE .
Y6, Q. Did wvou have all the gear your allowance called for?
A, Yes, alr, '
Neither the counsel for the court, the parties nor the court
desired Turther to examine this witness.

&
any further statement covering anything related to the uuowebv
matter of the inguiry thaf e thought shouli be & patt i
record in connection therewith, which had not beén Tully brought
out by the previons questioning.

The court informed the wiipess that he was privilisg
h

o

The witness stated thit he had mothing furthsr to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

)L/(ﬂ ‘Py Sea.lnan: Uu Sa _Na‘f}r? wWAa s recalled_ a8 & 14 “%:tLE?.SQ
the counsal for the courl,; wad warnsed that the cath prevrions
hi 3 binding.
sel for the conrt:
ame q k5 who previously testified in

R@. How long havse you Leen in. the Havy?
« A 1little better than 18 months,

gservice has heen at sea?
15 months,

Adsion betweer

1—

onn the night of the col

6, 2. What were your dvties?

A. T was helmsmail,

Te Qs Htzrtins feok &4 peiat apmrox17 thy 10 ar 15 minzikes
before the collision, will you rela to the court everything vy
neard, eve”vthing you did,; everythi a; you 3aw on the bridge of
the HUBEON during that time? .

A. At 10 p.m., I was relieved on the phones by B 6 ar
want fto the engine. order telegraph. About % wminutes after 10 I
asked = QA ta stand by the telegraph wihile Y went o talki
smoke 1n The chart house. Ve ware at dazkeneo ship and I went
behind thes curtain to smoke Just few minutes later I heard
message come over the radio of SOurse cnange T don't remsmber
the mesgsage, but : i naking a CQ&H”@ and T relieved

B toolk the vaenl they got this

fyﬂf‘ 3&1@%92‘"“
| SECURITY iNF&
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message to execute this turn or change and the Captain said to th
Officer~of-the-Deck, "I will take the eonn." I am net pesitive
what was the first order but te the best of my knowledge, it was
RIGHT FULL RUDBER, I guess we had RIGHT FULL RUDDER for Jast a

Ainute oI «S0.

8, Q. Did you ever steady down on a course at any time?
A, Yo, sir, I don't remember ever steadying on a course. Then,
I got an crder to LEFT FULL RUPDER and I just teld the Captain th

the rudder answers LEFT FULL, and I got another erder for RIGHT
FULL RUDDER, and we had Jjuwt come to that. ,

9, Q. Pid you ever steady down en &any course up to that point?

A, No, sir, I don't remember ever steadying en a courge. Then,
I zot she order for LEFT PULL RUDDER, and jut. abeut the same tim
someone holldred "Standby for colllslan g and just before that I
had heard it come up on the voice tube From combat, Mr. B sald
"Do we intend te pass astern of the carrier?” The range was 750
and. closing fast when I heard the word "Standby for cellisioen,"
I just held on and I repeated the last word Te make sure evsrybod;
heard it. .

10, Q. Then the ceollis ion occurred?
A, Yes, sir. I heard the beoatswain'§ mate pass the word just a
the cellision oceccurred.

11i. Q. Pass what word?
A. Word to abanden ship.

12. @. Did anybody give him an order te de so0? Did you hear an;
cne give him an erder to pass the werd to abandeon ship?

A. I didn%t hear anyone give the oerder. Then fteo, I think ever:
one whe was on the bridge was thrown to the pors 31de and I asket

~= . standing beside me, "She is listing well over to port

Do you think she will right herself?" and he sald, "Ne." And I
sald “Let!s get out of here." We made our way up to the starbod
siae and found some life rafts and saw some more men there, and
Just about the time we got to the raft she went under, '

13, Q. How leng were yeu on the life rarft?

A. T never did get on the life raft, I went down and came up
right alongside the WASP, and after awhlle semebedy threw me a
Jacket and 1 hung onto that until some mere men in &a ¥raft found m

14. Q, Did anyone answer Mr, &Ys question te the effect, "Do
we intend to pass astern of the carrier?!
A, I den't remember anyone answering that,

15, Q. Do you remember the rudder angle at that time?
A. At the time he called up, I believe it was LEFT FULL,

16, @, LEFT FULL?
A.ﬂYesr sir, Jjust before the colllsion.

17. Q. Do you knew the ship's heading at that time?
A, No, =iF, I den't. :

18, Q. And you never 6id, during the enftire time from the time
that the executien of the furn signal -ecame from the WASP, steady
dewn on any course?

A, I den't remember ever steadying on a course, sir.

CONFIDER
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AMIDSHTE
Ao " Hoy ElTs
Do wou 21] How [&r your griginel swiog $o6 the righh

your it heading was there?
fy guess would he 40 or 50 degrees.

A, om our original course.
22, Q. Do you recall what -~ = -
A, I em not positive of gur eriginel course,

2%, G Thepe ' Yas a pwite and o your beel recallection, te Ik
right of 40 or 50 degrees?
A Tes, BiFs

s And do you know how

far left you came?
dbntt kmow, bUL I would = '
i

2y that we came to approximatsl

9
L L
the original heading,
25, Q. That was done with LEFT ¥ULL RUDDER?
Ao Iog; ‘atd,
26. Qs Then the next order was RIGHT FULL RUDDERT
4. Teg, mir, &g f2r 45 I gdf Fepeuler.
$'s Head ned Fyang ip

2?& QP DO 5[015. 1{:[101_!}' }{]oﬁ,‘)’ f&l“ the S i
popse to fhat opder?
i FiF,

vou any judgement of that at all, or do you
r a4

= 7
r ag I can remsmber, [ had just answered Mhe ruddar,
1T FULL" when I got the order LEFT FULL RUDDER.
And 414 you geb any othet ordars after your ILEFT FULE
ig last LEPT FULL RUDDER? :
5 5 8%+, [ &m sure that I hesrd LT FIRL AUDDER at the t3
pf the collislon,

3. §a T ¥y ﬁsaf any orders given with regard to spesd?

e T heard the Ca Blﬂ say "EMERGENCY F*LL”, bt I don't kEboe
that that vas an Ofder the-enging ardser telegraph or t%H th
helr Thzt was Just a few secends bBafore The erellision.

31, Q. Did you ever see the WASP before she struck?

N i irst time I saw the WASP was when I went dov

Iz, G INeL Sas aft=" the EBL1isYaonm®

B Tesy Hr,

33:. ©. Did yvou hear any transmission on the B3 after the ex
cution of the turn signal?

A, gk, Bl




Did vou hear any conversation belween the commanding
the ship and any other officers, that were on the
ing thils tima? A
after the Captain took. the conn, I heard no
= oA L '
35. @+ Did you hear any conversztion shortly befores hes took
the eann? e '

i rhesl when the mighal cawms Over, an
ln Say, "L will take the gemey™ ek et @9 &l

o ot
o
Q
(VIR
=
1
ct
B
@

16k §« You heard mo convergation leading wp te that?

A Hoy 8i¥a

37. Q. When yoo juymped off the IHDBION, you jumped from ths
stavFPodard side, iz that correct? _

i I climbed dowp the g tarboard side,

38 Qs How long were vou in the water bhefore vou went down-

E y L] -~
or went under? _

A I was stabding on the starYbosrd slde of the 3hip when. siy
did go dowm, sir.

€g, =if,

Lo, Q. How long was that after you had left the sghip when

jent under the waterT

' Well, The ship sank as I was maiing oy way down the side
:

L1, Q. Then you went right down

A, oo, BLr,

L2, Q. Were you under water very long?

s Well, I was caught when she went down and T managed to
gat mysaif logse and I-camebo Lhe %0h. ‘

rd one end of the carriey or about the
len vou came up?
ward of her starboard hegm,

the carvier moving through the water with any
*y iF vae dead 47 Ghs va+ef@

vou Lo say

b im 1edm9Sel
order to the rudde: 2

ey BN

} 3
5

a5
@ e

-1 ¥

|
=t




Orosg-examined by Lieutenant b ~ party:

47, Q; After the Captain took the cenn, de you remember Lieuten
ant 9¢-\e tellinmg you to wateh the helm?
A, Ne, sir, -

Reergss—examined by counsel representlng Lieutenant Commander
4 grney:

48, Q. Was there any cenfusion on the bridge during the ccurse
the maneuver up until the last few seeonds?

A, No, everyone on the bridge wag pretty ealm., I den't think
anyone realized that there was golng to be a cellisien until jJjust

few secondle before,

Neither the counsel for the eourt, the parbies, ner the court
degired further to examine this witness. _

The court ianformed the witness that he was privileged to make a
fur ther statement cevering anybthing related to the subjeet matter
of the inguiry that he thought sheuld be & matter ef récord.in ceo:
nection therewith, which had net been fully brought cut by.the pr
vioss questlioning. : ‘

The witness stated that he had nothing further te say,
The witnege was duly warned and withdrew,

L , seaman, U,S, Navy, was recalled as a witness
by the counsel for the court and wae warned that the cath preview

ﬁy taken by him was still binding,

| Examlned by the counsel for the ceurt:

1. Q. Are you the same -vyfég who previously testified in
this matber?

A, Yeg, gir,

2. Q. Were you in a duty status on the HOBSON at the time of the

vcoll¢sion?

A. I was on wateh, sir,

3. Q. How long have you been in the Navy?

o

. About a year and eleven months,

- Q. How mueh of that tike has been spent at sea?
. L have been aboard the HOBSON about a Year and eight meonths.

Q. And all of your sea duty has been aboard the HOBSON?
Yes giv,

@ Lo I N

. .Q. What were vour duties on b@ara the HOBSOK at
the eollisien? 3 TSl
A, Bridge talker en watch.

7. Q. And what did those duties consist of?
A, Ranges coming up from combat,
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To inguire into the collision betweesn the
U. 3. S, WASP (CV-18) and U. 3. S. HORSON
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3

315, @, AlT afier you ftarted the Turp--alt=sr he took the &

1, Fed, 3ir,

Neither th¢ counsel for the court, the court, nor the partie
degired fupther to éxmmine this witness.

The . caurl JnLo rmed the witness th & Sa Wmalg
any further dtatement cover qg anything T subiect
matter of uhu tnguldry Vluc he RO
record in cofnection therewith, croug!
out by the pyevimus‘qusstiOﬁing.

The withess stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

Tou N7 - Seaman apprentice, U. 3. Havy, wa#g rees.
as a witness by the counsel for the court, and was Warmed thst
i bl previously Cakén By im Was still bipdimg.

Examined by the counsel for thse court:

1s Q. 4Are you the same (& who was on th tness stand
previously concerning this matiter?

ks Tes; TIT.

2. 3. What wvere your duties aboard evening
oF the COLjib70P at the time of collls

A, 1 was o the medpenser wantoh,

3. J« ToU wers meggenger of the' waich?

fi. Tea, ¥l

L, 3. 4And stationed on the bridge?

b T2, =il "

5e Ws And at what time had you assumed those duties?

A, From 2000 to 2400.

6., B« Starting with the time aprrozimately 10 or 15 minutes
prior to the collision, please state to the cowrt everything
gaw, beasd or 418 dUTiﬂ that period.

4. I had been rs= 116V€d of my watch and went down to the mes
hall to get some water, and just as I ceme back on the bridge,
heard somecone say that we ars “etblng awful close and I heard
gomestie 28y thatl we wWere d0 close That we can't getl a Pansge af
them, I walked over by the starbmmed door and then Mr. -G
came Dback In and said? "Siandby for solligiom,/* T eayght on' ®
the qua;ueﬁ@i gter's table and vhen we hit it thréw me Back ags
the Captain's chair.

Do you mow whge "We are getting awf

]
- e ;—..s\
N ) __:'{ :?:(}



now who it was that said, "We can't gel any mo
wag the talker.

9, @. The telephone talker wearing the headsetl

A, Eeg, ail. ’

1 Qe That was the word that he wee pesIing 'Fod coibat, oF

rou Know?
s 1 ROR'T know; &k,

do

0.
3

| you sSse thia ¥ASP belisre The collisien?

12, @, UHd wou ghsekve the Tishtf -on nep¥

&. I thisk 1 remember twe lights on the flight deck. One eon
each side of the flight deck.

L13--§+ Do youl reipewbar e ealsr of these lizhigd

e Moy 21F,

16, Q, You weren't observing it st the moment of impect?

g tiwe did yeu hear the commanding officer

7. &, Bafine €8
t pythEﬁw or dgsye ahy oPderaT
t

the HOBSON s
4. Wb, 3lrs I den't Tenembaer any.

18, Q. Did you hear the officer of the deck say anvthing or
relay or issue any orders?

A T o o

Hoa i“.’O > bj,_l' ®

18. Q. Have you related everything that you h
the bridge of the HOBSON shortly before collision?
N YeEgy =,

Helther the oconnesl for the ot 'the ¢ourt, Ho® the Dartied
desired further to examine this witness.

The couwt informed the witness thai he was nrivileged to mak:
any further statement covsring anything related to the subject
matter of the ingulry that he thought should he a matter of
recopd in. connection’ thepewith, which had not Lbeen fully brougl
cut by the previous guestionding.

The witness staled that hé hsd nothing -furiher te af8y-

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,




\'/QD 1, seaman apprentice, U. 3. Navy, was rscall
i a witness by the counsel for the court and was warned that 1
o th previously taken by him was still binding.

Examined by the counsel for the court:

di ® i re you the sameﬁ%x&g 1 who testified previocusly in
this mitisr?
iy B o

A Tas

G

. B, What were your dutiss aboard the HCSE30N at the time c
. -

bhe collision®
§ - Skl

asgsume those duties?
2000 o 2400,

By i Had vouy during your watel, b=en ebeerving the WASHZ

4 o
4. YeBR, FlPs

3. What lights did you

A, Well, ve were notieing & coo% off' o &
flight desk, the Llights wonld they would take ¢

&. Q. What lights are wyou referring to that zo on every tin
the planes toock off?
&, Some on the flight deck. I don't know what kind they wsr

L£T%er all the plapes tobk off; what lights vere uvix €

A then? .
Ly T didn*t notliee anby.
0 - s o == ""'.--.w E £ o o p i P L Bt
Be &. Dié vou see her red truck lighlts or her alreraft wam
img 1iaHisT
5

i
®" .

gir, I believrs T &1

. Q. and were they burning brightly?

s 1TEE; E1re

10: Qs Apd continudd Yo buirn up Whtll the Tlue of the =zaklid

T e G i e G thc ship the last few minutes bdefare it mit,
i == g 5

ag I conldn't say about that,

11, Qs You were not observing the WASP for several minutes
peier to zolilSiony
2. g i rwieh s

Js What were you observing?
1 was looking off to the other side away from the WAS

On what side of the HCEBSON?




1%, §. Do you frecall wWhat lightd you saw on her then?®

4. There was - = Well, it was Too close fo Tell whether thére
was any on it or not.

l6. §. Were thers any officers on the starboard side of the
bridge Jdet prioF Lo the collision?t

&, I'didatt natice any. I Just Valked over there leoling
1\:\-‘,‘7_{1 T

17. 4. Were you observing the aircraft in the air at that
time?

. TPmy ST,

8. 3. Would wou say that your attention was primarily

dlrected Lo then Patvther Lhan' the ofther siips in the Compsiiys

4, Yes, sip, YWe Were -haYvlng io Fepori 2ll planed &s Lley ams
1 - .

ts had

. T ! L (! i
A, T 2n't have the Thomes th.  he other guy haf

phanes on, but they did' e ; '
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