4. @+ You have heard the uavﬁative =hd in this coufteoem
as to the sinking of the USS HOB30NW by the senicr suwrviving
pfficeyr of the AGESGH and tnu narrative contained in the
dispatch read by the counssl for the court,

L = W - i Y

B: H. Hage you eny-objeehion o make in repard . Ya githep
parrative or anyihing td lay to theé chargs ol any officer or W
ragard to the lose of tha UEE HOBEUHT

i. Mo, eir,

6. . Do you have with yocu now a heliey
to have died 1n the sinking of the USE

ALY ThEFts slghis

Te W@ -Harve Fou plased A chedck mark g the 1&8F% of avery jpdEns
of evsry zan on that list with whom you ars persconally acguain
and who vou know, of your own knowWGMQe, was aboard ths USS
HOBSAYW during the voyagse ol Charleston, Scuch Capolins, and
wo to the time of The HOI i sinking?

s VR e

S, @« Do you know of any other man who was abeard ithe TEB
H0B80 during that voyage and who is not among the survivors
or whoDse name i8 not on that 1ist?

Mo .L“;IG s 3 ira 0

The documient was submitted to the parties and to the cowrt
and By the empnasl for E56 eodih offered in gvidente .

There being no objection, it was 50 received and is appended
marked Exhibit 45, '

Heithet commasl for the gotirt, the oguFi,; hor the pariles
deglrad further to examine the witneas.

. ™e court informed the witness that he was privileged to male

any further z2thatemsnt covering anything relatsd to the subject
matter of the inquiry that he fhought should be a matter of
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully brougk
out by the previocus guestioning. '

The witnegs stated that he hasd nothing further to sav.,
1

Tie Filiagss wWAsS duly wasnsed andc WLth.Aew
__ng court then, at 1759, adjourned until 084G the next day,
10 May 1932,
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SHCOND DAY
G$ S. Naval Supply Dspot,
EL“'OI.ZIIE‘ ALNEX,
e 8 ‘!d-‘ 1 5‘:18{-‘
New York, MNew York
Sabuorday, 10 Eay 1398

U. 3. Havy,
Se MNavy, and

S L3 '_r\‘.Fa Y'j,:" S

" " - . T \ a
Commander ; - g S o el Rl
gourte

Liau
counssli for

ot
W
=)

1
=

Commander ‘ !
gounsel Tor the ocourt.

Gaptain - il I — P

nguiry and his coumsel.
H 1 . Uy S Naryp, counsel represantin

iR T b e & :

gounsal.
, yeoman, first class,

not otherwise connected with ths inguiry were

pressiits
seaman apprentice, U. S. Navy, who was sworn
with ths surviving officers and crew of the U.3.3. HOBSON, wasg
lled as a witness by the ecounsel for the court and was warned
*hat the oath prsvicusgly taken by him was sbill bindingg

ixamined by counsel for the aourti

rate, and servics number, branch of

1, 8. Btats your name,
ssrvics, and nresant duty station.

S s, Seapan apprentice, .. . . , e . Navis
a1d (Bt e WADE e
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g. @btate your pedme, raie, serviece mimber. bYFELHcH of ew
nregsent dutyv station. Ly
3 : rﬁ}ykﬁ B, Xf)/ | I'E atteched  t6 S

— ;

s

2. -0, .. .8. ¥avy.gr U. H, ¥aval Heserwel

A, HReserve, temporary duty on the WASPF.

3. §. And what vessel were you attached toc on the 26th of
April 1952%

£. T.d.8s HUESON,

ki §s- ToR Hasra Hea i the parPatlve Tead ﬁy e sefiloF sur
and the narrative contaired in the dis: A d the counse.
o the coneh coacarnLng the detaiis of Heﬁ SLnklngg have you
any T K o, T [
nar or man with
Fef

5, Be Db yoru HayVe 4 Jiwi nf pnawes of e belisved fn hidTs
died in the sinking of the HOBION?
My XeBy, BIY

€. Q. Have you placed & check mark to the left of every m
of every man with whom »ou are ,;rqanETLy acquainted and who
of your own ﬁnowleage? Jmow was aboard the U,%.8., HOBSON durin;
her last voyage from Charleston, South Carclina, to the point o
her g inking? :

M. Tegy ¥

7« B, B you know of any other man who was aboard G
vEge nw who is not among the survivors or not on

The docmselt was suimltled W the partiss and to the eourk,
and by the counsel for the court offered in evidence.

There being no objection, it was so received and is appende«
marked Bxhibit 7.

r cocunsel for the court, the court, nor the parties
uruher th ex=mine the witﬂes

The court informed the wiftnéss that he was privilegsd to ma)
any further statement eovering anything related to the subject
matter of the inguiry that he thought should be a matter of
record in conmection theErewith, winich had not been Tully brougl
outt by the previous guestioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further o sav.

The witness was duly warned and withdrsw,

e




?7/&3 ", Seaman apprentice, U.8. Havy, who was sworn
with the surviving officeris and crvew ol the U.B.8. HOBHW was ™
called as a witness by the counsel for the court, and was warned
that the oath previously taken by him was still binding.

BExamined by counsel for the courts

« fAtate yomr hags, ?aie, sEPvice htimbeyr, braméH &f swriwi
ent dnhv statian,

i b . .3 84, Ay fs . attached to the WASP,

B. B M 2 Mavy or T, 3. Hapal hessivad

. G s INETTE : .

3., Q. To what vessel were you attached en the 246th of April,
19R2%

Ry U@ B NOEEON,

L, B. Yom hHave heard the narrative resd by the sehjor suryly
afficsr, U, 0.8, HOESON, spd the narrative comtalined 1o the dispat
reac By the counsel Tar the esourt concertiing the fetails ol the
sinking of the U 8.8, HOBSON; have you sny objeection with regard
gither of those narratives or anything to lay to the charge of
gy efficer oF man with regard To the loss of the United BtEtes
ghip HOBSUNT

Ao BB, 2aF.

5. §. Do you have a 1ist of names of men believed To have di
in the sinking of the HOBSON?

k. Tas, F1LT.

6. Q. Have you placed a check mark toc the left of every name
of every man with whom you were personally acquainied and who yot
know, of your own personal knowledge, was aboard the U. &. 8.

7 .
HOBSON dulmp@ her last wyage from Charleston, South Carolins,
n To the int of har sIOKIAFY
A, Yes, glr

. . Do vou know of any other man who
EOBJQN during fthat voyezge wnose name is not

hold or who is not among the survivors
A. Ve, 8iT.

}_.i
l

The document was sulmitted to The parties =md to the COUTT,
and by the cognsel Tor dhe oours offered IH evid ence.

There Peing no objecticnd, 1t wa&s so received and is appended
marked Bxhibit ko,

SECURITY INPORMATION




Neither coumsel for the ¢omrt, the ceurt, mur the partiss
esired further to examine the witness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to m
gny: further statenent covering enything rFelated To the smbhlec
matter of the inguiry that hé Theovght shonld be a majter af
Pfeaard in combhfciien thereuwith, wWwhich had mat Been filly brou;
out by the previcus questiocning.

The witness stated tha¥ be had nothing further to Gays
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.
/&ffgg @, seamen apprentice, U. 8. Wavy, who

was sworn with the surviving officerds and crew of the Ui,
was called as a witness by the counsel for fhe courtx’

MO

HOBSONM 1
warfied that the oath previcusly faken by him wE: shill binging

Exzemined by counsel for the court:

1. @ O5ats your tEme, PEte, Eervice nunhe

and Dreseqt Rt e oy o
A, ﬁvLGEH-WW_ y BEElET Zpirentice, ‘3T/€> 5§
present.ly attachﬁa to the WASP. 1

2. B« To what vepsel vere you atfached on the 26th of Amm
19527 :
A, TU.B8.5. HOBSOW (DMS-26).

3. @« You bave heard the narrative read by the sénjor gun
and the narrative contained in the dispatch read by the counse
”o“ the poulrt concerming the deballs of fhe sinking of the .5

OBSCN; have you any objection relative to either of those
Aarratives or anything to lay to the charge of any officer or
with reyard te the loss of the United Btates Ship HOBBON? :

k. Wo, gi®; I haven‘ks
Y. Q. Do you have a 1]8b of the men helieved to have diex
the sinkimng of the U.E2:.8. HOBSONT
As Kegs BRF.

feds
*
=

5. Q. Have you placed & check mark tc ths laft of BVery 1
of every san with whom Jou were acquainted and who you, of you
own knowledge, know was aboard the U.5.5. HOBSON during her 1z
vovage from Charleston, Bduith Cafcling, to the pdint of her

ginking?
. Ted; 3ir.

6. §. Do you know of any other man aboard the HOBSON dur:
1t voyage who 1s not among the survivors and who i
ne ligt Which you Sold?

4. N6y B2iF, 1 dom*i,

1S - 10T @

1.
Ly

L7
TE




The document was subnitted to the parties and to the court,
sod by the eounsel for the enurt offered 1d evienos.

There being no objection, 1t was so received and is appended
marked HExhibit 49.

Reither the ronnsel ez the pourt, the ecprt, heer the pEFrties

B =" b L
gdesited Turther to examing the Wi fhess.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relited to ibe subjesct
matter of the incuiry that he thought snou‘a he a matier of
recerd in connectiom therewith, which had not beepn fully brought

out by the previouns guestioning.

The witness stated thst he had nothing further to sav.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.
{%Vig seaman appren 106; U.3. Favy, who was
sworn with the surviving olecel5’ gl erew pf the U.S5.8. HOBBOWN
was called as & wiiness by the counsel for the court. snd w

rarned that the cath previously taken by him wag still bind

txemined by counsel for the courts

« @. Btate your name, ¥Yate, service mumber, b¥dneh of
ice, and present ity station.

y &3 : s kD s SA, BN and I'm on the
.U, v O T,}' 1.‘4 % e ; 7
P [ P

2 hn“ What vessel were you altacheld to on April 26, 1952% %
0.8« HOEBON, siwz.

ke
L
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o 0 You have heard Tthe narra
the narrative contained in the
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enrt coneerning the detzils of
B Bve you any obl eLblOP with regard
or have you anytl 1
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man with reg
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4. Q. Do you have a list of names of men believed o have
in the 3iaoking of the Udbi8s BOSSUNT
e ¥esy 812

5. Q. Have you placed a check mark to the left of every na
of every man with whom you are oer%on&?ly acguainted and who vot
imow of your own knowledge wis aboard the s FOBRSON 1uring
her last vovage from Gﬁaﬁleotun Houth Car o e weifs
of sinking? 3 )

dey HERI, @lFw

ITY' 5"5‘1
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che survivors or
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vou hold?
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Lo the partie D
court offered in evideance.

, it was sofeceived and is appended
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mined by counsel for the court:

miEber, radeh of

T e W 3
s Uy Ba Hawy.

te 9

L, Q. You e heard e EEFraTive resll by  Sexloy BUreiTs
and the narTative contained in the dispatch read by counssl for
the gourt concerning the detalils of the ginking of The Tl 8. B
it i ENY Shies Llﬁn regard to either of those

g ¥ A& charge of any
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%, Q. Do vou have = to have

sinking of th

you placed a check

with whom you were ne
vour own knowledge was " i £y AL
g pysge Teoh Charleston. Sonty Uerul Ins. sip o
e point of her Binkiuag¥

+ i 5 i) >
7. 3. Do vou hmow of any other man who was aboard ¢ U.8.0
HUESOH curing tlat ;vpyage and who is hol among the stevivors
SR TR chqﬁist wiiglh you held?
g | O, SRR S

The document was submltted To *the parties and €O Lhs courl,
the counsel'ﬁ T the eourt offersd in evidence.

.

mo ghjsetion, 1
1

ct

was so recelved and is appended

Neither saoungel for thé donrt, the ceour+, not the pariies
desired further to examine the “ic“ 55,

Fee eolivh Lntormeﬁ the witness thet he was privileged to make
any: Turther ststement cover ring anything relate¢ to the subject
matter of the ingulry that he thought should be a matter of
Fecore in eahnesction tﬂe¢ewltﬂ, wiich had ot bepn folkly
brouwght out by the 'previous guestioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing Turther to saw.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

[ ma Who Was
worn with the surviving o“z
%
us

n ?_g“eablc\, \VY, W
il i = i T 1 il e T S
ke coumeel Tor the =myt, 2hd Wes

2ly-taken By hin wes =till Endine,

T

as called as a witness by
warued that the oath previou

1

Examined by coumnsel for the courts:

+ Q. STtate your name, rate
ice. and nresant dntv station.




rd the narrative read by the senior surv
of agd the masryative c01tained in the d1sgatd
TR court ceoncerning the details of the
Sl have vou any objection in regerd to eith
() i

L. §. Do you have aything to lay to the charge of any
pfficer or man with regsrd to The loss of the United States 8hi
HOBS0N e

4. ¥E, Firs

~x

5. Q. Do Tou hve & Lisy of nane s of men believed to hawve
died in the sinking of the U.B.8. HOB
Voo Sl_o i

:"’

u ed a2 check mark to the left of every na:
whom vou are neTSOﬁallv acquainted and who yo
a a‘b ]

\"‘ S

aFd The Y. 3. HIESOH

<

edge, was abo
rige I'tom Charleston; South Jaroling, dp %o
inking?

~J

Q. Do you know any other wan who was aboard the U, §.8.
HOBSOHW during that voyage and who is not among the survivors
and whose name is not on the list which you hold?

A, i‘TO, 3T

The dbcimeat Wwes swhmifted to the sarities amg to- fhe eparty
and by the counsel for the court offered in evidsncs.

Therye being no objection, it wis sc¢ recelved and is appendsd
o] i et & i
rarked EBxhibie %2.

Héither copnsel fnr thé spurt; the court, np¥ tihe partics
desired further to examine the witness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to mek
any further statement covering anything relatsd to the subject
matter of the inquiry that he thought thHLQ be a matter of
record in connection therewith, which had pot been fully br

‘i“ "l

% ougn
tlye Drewions QuesStishing.

Wy
ct
@]
n
Y
i

The witnese stated that he hHad nothing Furthe:
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

witness called by the counsel for the court entered, was
duly sworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the ingui

=
E

e

The counsel for the court read the one narrative, unclassifi
previouslv read to the surviving meumbers of the efev by Lieutsn

Tﬁy/k; s JUNiETy W, S. HNevral Renerve.,




Bxamined by counpel for the eourt:

i. Q. B8tate your name, rate, and servics number, branch ¢
service, and pPezent tuty utatlon.

S AR \ 7~ (7 , B3, attached T the
Ve o8 Weny FL8FT DWW,

£: Q. Dramed of gesviese¥

A, Regular Havy - USH.

3. Q. To whut vessel were you attached on 26 April 19529

E. The V.8.P. RDBSCHE {E2-26).

L, Q. Do you have auy objection with regard to the narrat
inst Tead O Anythipg Te la¥ 50 Whe chayee Of ang stficer ol X
with regard to the sinking of the United States Ship HOBSON?

L. Pa,; &rs

5. Q. Do yvou have a list 01 nimes of men helieved to have
died in the sinking of the U.3.5. OB%OM?

hs Tamy ®iE,

6. Q. Have you placed a check marked to the left of every
of every man with wilom you are personally acqguainted and who ¥
know, of your own personal knowledge was aboard the U,‘.d HOR
during her last voyage from Charleston, South Carolina, to the
noint ox her g inklng?

B, Fede SED-

Te G, De you-kpey ©F any 4fher man whe Wwae Zbparc Ghe U

SON during that voyage and who is not 91013 e sunwivets @

gw fiEme I8 st on she' 1IsE Uuldell yéll HlEF

&, ‘Ho, sir.

The documens was marked Exhibit 53 for ideatification.

The court will temporarily sit with closed dors.

The spectators and press withdrew from the courtroom.

The gounsel  §0r the couft fead the confifential dspatoh
containing a narrvative concermning the ginking of the U.3.8. HC
to the wilness.

C@NFED ENTIAE
ISECURITY § JF'Q%‘%A;-.A*““'
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Bxamined by counsel for the court:
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3+« Qi Yo have hesifd the parrative read vy thé s=nler sur
o &k TaheS. HOB3OH and the narrative coniainsd in the dizmat
redd by gounsel oy the fodrt denceinling the details of Bhe s
pf -the U.8.0. BURIOHT '
B EEg.  Ee,

L Q Have vou any objection to elther of those narrative
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Gs W Do you have a list of ssmes of men belisved to have
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There being no objectisn, it wag go received and is Zppends
maTaed Wxhiblt &5,
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The witness se== that he had nothing furither to say. Sof

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.
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f@jr/éb ', Tiremam- apprentiee, U.8. Kavy, who

Wag sworn
with the gurviving officerds and crew of the U.5.8. LOBSON, was
called as 2 witneéss Dy the oounssl for the court; and was warne
thét the oath previeoiuly Teken by him was mtIll bindine.

Bxamined by the counsel for the courts:

1. §. Btate yous Aeme, Tite, service ouwbsT, hPdakel &af
service, and presant Angy statinn

A, &b . . FA ,@/% SN, U.3.8. WASP,

were you attached on 26 April 1952%

= g

Al

3. Q. You have heard the narrative read by the senior suyi
of the U.5.8., HOESON and the narrative contained in the
fizpacch read by coungel Taor uﬁe courl concerning the details
of “the finlone of the Thi,;8. BBESaN] have you apy gbiéectigm 46
either of fthoze marrailves or ﬂvthlﬂu to lay toc the charge
of any officer or man with regard to the loss of the Tnited
States Ship HOBSONY

B Mol CBias,

e B Do vou have a list of names of men belisved to have
died in the sinking of the U.S.8. HOBSOH?

Av T88, sir.

e W« Hewe you plited-a cliseE mark so the lelf c m=vapy nd
of every man with whom you were personally acquainted and who y
know of your own Xnowledge was aboard t he U. 8. 8. HOB2OH durin
her lasp voyape fronm Charleston, Sontii-Carslina, wp to:'the poin

T her sinking?

« 8. Do you lmow of any other man who wWas aboard L

”

O a
S, 5. HOBEOW during that voyvage and who is not among th
<+

A

i
the

rvivors orf on the 1ist which wyou hold?

The document was submitted to ©
and by the counsel for the court off

There being nc objection, it was so recelvad and is spuended
marited Bxhibit 55« :

Hleither counsel Tor the court, the eouri, nor the partiss te
yuiry desired further to examine t©
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check mark to t
were personally acg
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from C“arTec“al, south Ca:

service. t

Al : %7, g il ; UBNE, dquty stations
U,8.8, SUBEON., sreseptly the U.5.05. WASP.

2, @. What vessel were you attached to on 26 April 19829

ke H, ¥ .0, HOPBDH,

3., G. -Youl have heard ihe nEFTs tlve TEGd iy senior survi
and the narrative contained in the gisy v The counsel
for the golizh Genceriiing the -details Df the sinking of the
Ve B B TOESON: e Fou o any chils@tiofl Witk Fegard to =ithes
of thoss narratives or anything to lay to the charge of any
officer or man relative to the loss of the Thited States Shit
HOBB30HT

BSON dvrrﬂg
to “the Pl

man wno was aboard the
not among the survivor




¥

ng ne abjacticn 1t was so Tecaived and is
Y et

the cpunsel LOL the esgtt; e esourt, ot the garyl
Ty desired further to cVﬂnjDe the witness,

The court informed t
anygfuvtue“ statement ¢
matter of the inguiry tr
record 1n connecition th
ot By the bPevibls gqiEes

-3
bt
=
M
=
o
]
.
wn
Fl}
P
=

1. @. You are the same Lisutenant that testifisel in
ti.ds mutter yesterday alternoon?
T = ol

3., @« D6 yeu kncw ol #aY survivers of the eollieign mbas @
" presently hogoitalized?

As ' ioudy =T,

L, @ Wa names &nd rates?

A. y was C858H, and s R
S N3 Fapes I ellvve,

i Do you Imow of any man who salled £ W

the HOBSOY on her last voysge who was not 1ivir o
the s inking of the HOBSON?

&: Xap sir.
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refea ﬂewcL='b3?
v e, ¥,

However,
ESSIRICIe
in any way. I am

Py B il - P d . =
VELE R & dEnEnE. T 5

=
o e R \_ 3 K
K for i0entifi

T
T

Lhose

il [:'lk;

ai
lde
Ve

maer the word ”CULVW”OFS.”

dayv efternocon tha
Eier bodyT

the one vou hawve

C .
BoeH for 30 morils, Tie body was not -
= 4 e e

12, §. Haved Fou preparet a list ol pamee of men of the e
of the “QHB0N who were regcued after the collision?
A, I, J1UFS
you nave it with vou?
T

gl

.



TP e
0~ B B L -

hae=s that Bikibid 58 o 1@

o PO - :
to the best of your Anoprare, e name the : sho were
shoard. The U 5. 3. HOEGH duri}':.g ner ,"-LM:;“ ; ag including

i particular e¥hibki{ ooes i have Touy aimes ad 1T,
wnileh was brouﬂ";zt il pripr. to Tals Line,

16. @y Will you 284 those nemes?
4, 4 gdfed the pames, sir,

5 H2T Whe name Gfbwﬁry &

C’Q

= Qo e
the time -of e =21pkl he was dead and
s ail board aL the time of s5aij

18, Q. Would you strike his nawme, please?
4, T have giruck s name, sir,

« Under the heading of survivors are Ti
1 the men wno wére originally aboard the HUBSON During

age and who you have sSeen since her sinking?
.

20, @ Did you muster those men yoilrsali?

4. I DAxe,; FiF.

2=l

1. @. What vessels were engaged in the rescue work in .ta
& survivors cut _af the vauef?

L. The T.=.H. 1;;,513? (BV-18), U.B.2. 0DRAY (DE-21). soue
oth:er ships from the screen whieh T do not know the name of ’
Th l‘/BLT‘ G and O'HARA ware two of them, I am not sure of

names of the other ships ¢n tlig =cweefi, siT.

22, B. Well were the survivors that yvou have resferred
‘ the warious ships?

Z23. Q. And later what was done with them?
A, Later we w:ire all assembled aboard b ¥
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vere all the men whose

0
1l ation atieahed o he T.3.E
ing?

sir, two of them con EU;% Jme—fi
il were on board the HOBSOW =t

¥ ehaiEis e
1. 10 & duty stztus.

o e ADE

HOBSONW im & dot
i

2%: Qe WTEe they ih At sfEtus a1 the tUze Of ¢ Rl TR RE
A es,

E1F 5
Fa. 0. Were =ll the otleT gwh o THatl lilst attacbhbed  Lh BR
“ ; ) snd in a duty status?

E: s ] - = .
U.5,8, HOBSOMN at the Time of collision
i. |Thay were, Sir.

2

29, Q. Do you kunow or lmve any reasor
niuries to or death of any man whose name
for identification wersrdpethRined of Was s
of nhis own misconduct?
I o nek, Tir.

0. Q. How did you arrive, Mr. @z &
. 1 L S r . ...\ = o
ofi Bkt o0 Toy Lfdemtl

. wa started off with a list that was about two wes
pld, & that was two weeks in arvears. ComMinDive2 staf:
furiiS' Prom that+ list we drew about 80 to 8% percent
of the ; e v, BM3, the mustering petty officer im
the gu department, Lieutenant fig) Ea Supply 0Offiee
worked is divisizng Lieutenant (jg) : ove-ations!
departiment 9er*onﬂel Aryived &t theale 1isvs L and mys
arrived at th hesrimy 1isi IER A kil every d &

OF every UeJdFLFeML knevw now

We did come up with sous aﬁa L
straigrtened out. We had ﬂLant gr FuPsts fa . m
the final d&eision whether thev nad - besen transterred off tThe
sh¥p ar neat An-aleut e BF THFSe Shses.
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The conrt then, AT 09H59 tool a peesss byl MO, af whiek
convened.

Present: A1l the members, counsel for the court, all the
parties and their counsel, and the reporier.

thesses not otherwise connected with the incuiry were

ﬂxj//Lj = - v o} i +
s yEOmaN, Becond class; U, B« Havy., sute

)
-

as reporuelr,

47//@y 5, chief electrician's mate, U. 5. Havy, was
Peﬁa11”1 a8 a witoess Dy the counsel for the court and was
warned that the ocath previously taken by him was etill bindin

Exsmined by the cotmpel for the sconri;

l, 3« Do you recall after the sinking of the HUBS0OE whethe
& body was recovered?
L

das Hgy &1 ; I didn*t see the body rscovered. The body wak
taken aboard ancother ship and bronghu to the WASP st a later
o of
Clme s

ind you observed that body?

_?A
Sy L

4
O
o
f;h
(1))
m
Ll
|
=

<
ot
I~
P
1
i
o
o)
Q5
ot
<
LAy

=

L @
4, As H oPln s Hubewrt, chisef Domtswain'y mate,

by Y Hubert D, Hopking?
Ay Xe#, =iy

e Qs How long have you known Cn;ef Hopkins?
4., PFor twenty-six months.

8. Q. How long had he been aboard the HOBSON?

4, Well; he told me that he had been aboard it since the
commissioning, sometime in 1942

9, Qe How TOQg have you been aboard?
4., I have been aboard since December 1949, sir,

10. Q. And what was the condition of the bddy when wvou
observed 1it?3 4

4, Well, it didn't look like
any ways It looked lilke,; atcopd
he had drowned.

t had been mangled or hurt i
ng to the pharmacistfs mate,




11, Q. His features were unmarred?
! 2

- 1 PR

12 & And did he have any other identifying ma
2., BEe had some tatioos that I recognized on the apms,

9,

]
L
&
l'b:_:-
-
==
1
[

I yron me scribe those tattoos?
qt b |
oF]

s Wil ths ofiz definitely remember--the onliy one ths
T -geTinitaly F emomh@ # Hhe tattog- o a2 gird &b ke apm. 219

1%. @, On his forearm?

ids Yes, 3iep 1l Believe 1t w25 i hls forearfi.

15, @+ Then vonu positively identified the body vou ohserved?
x;

e Q¢ As being that of Hubert D. Hopkins, chief boatswain's
3 !

erly who was attached to the U3S HOBSON at the
ol 'Ehe onilLsiRore
L

Jo. Were you shown any personal effects of the deceased?
i. Hop; eiry IS A4A6Y0 seE MGy

L=

19, Q. And that body was aboard the WASP in sick bay when yor

A, Yes, sir; it was in the quiet rcom in the sick bay on the

20, yo 4&nd it was Hubert D, Hopking, chief boatswain's matef?
44 DeE, gib.

Heither coumsel for the court, Tthe court nor the parties aggg_
to further srsmipe tris witness.

The court informed the witness that he was p
any further statement covering anvthing relaf
matter cof the inguiry that he thoug ght should
record in connection therewith, which had
out by the previous guestioning.

vile;

to tqo SuHJect
a matier of
LTlv broughi

l'*’b fl.-

The witness stated that he had nothing further

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

G -
Lieutenant _1%3 = : DoBe B

reca lTQd as a witness Dby the counsel for 2
that the oath previously taken by him was sti

aval Heserve, wad
ourt and was MPﬂﬂf
1 binding and wa

L
again reminded of his rights as a party, as a witness and u%lns
s21f inerimination.

the court:

e i S S S W =i |




& You are the. same Li

i
-3 o 4

officer of the HOBSON, who previously tegtifi this c¢ase,
vho zave a narrative or ths evants leading up to the collisien
between the HOBSON and the WASDP?

As. Teb, Elr.

2¢ 4o Were atty of Tthe retords sucth A5 the Defk Log, suartars
ma ster's Hotcboo“, Enginégsring Bell Englt-—Were any aof the weéor
of the 0 :DD savad after the collision?

A. No, sir.

3, . Were any of thes pay accounts or service recoprds of the
men savsdy

Aq 1\[03 511 L3

L, 9. You know of no documents MthSOQ* =r that were saved
from the HOBSOH?

By No, =1¥; T know ¢l RBbpa,

5., R« To what command was the HOBSON attached ati the time
a&f -hay LOGAET

4, Attached to ComMinDiv 62, MinRon 6, and ComMinIant, sir.

&, O, Tewhab post wes shs egrQuEiey

e Oram. El-c@i%

T @s What cther Shipé were in company with the HOBSEON on
thig ©otcaEilamnT

d: &t e time of the epllisinm, E1F? .

ing from Charleston and %end%éveusi ng at se
85 WORCESTHER, USS BALTTIMORE: ) Bl
1 e pames of all §he screen qmps, s

=
G e
Ly BBV E B
o
=

e, & of that foree of ships who had tactical command?
» Admiral 5 W, I believe, sir.

0 "@s As what?
A. Commander Task Group

11, @» 4% the tithe of eullision, what ships were in the com-
pany with tThe HOBSON?
A, The USS WASP and USS RODMAN,
B And of the® sroug, who had tactical comnmand?
.:l_%.. & Cal} ta .‘ &l T’?’(_ﬂ i 9 Jﬁl:;lg ,:‘f SJ &
g

Q. How long had you known the commanding of

‘_A

{7

Figem af tlie

ey




14, <. And when did he assume command of the LOBSUNT

4. = EREREen 1T Sardl, 1] 1808,

15.: %« Hpw looz had you gervad abbdrd the - SUDSTHT

L. Lilavan montlis.

16. 3. Wers you a gqualified Ofiicer-of-the-Desck?

a2y T wmEE zirs

17. 2. How long hEd you heah 50 guglified 4nf why gualiti<d

top wateh about six glks, sir, and gu=Tifisd Hyr

Lisutsnant Commander ’Gngﬂ .
18, <.+ What wge s conditviom of the ssa o the Higlt of the

gol1 1l dpaT
4., The sezs were moderate, siT.

19. 5. What was

+t direction and fo
B Te wiipd mels EeET T

o of fthe wind%
nz out of the t
Do yeou remsmber the force?
&, The foree I 40 oot WDDw, 2if.

gl . Tou psn "t be gErdgld as LB -the diresTinn ob - e wind
o a3 it was from the West?

i
WSre omL“: ang going intoe the wigd, £ir, mecrosg 2H0J

28, . 48 e gurrent--ccean currant--at that po A ih Ay
4. Toners sesmed, from my syperience after tie HOBLUN went
down thnat HTLit““tﬁefa seelyd ©0 ge 20ms FUFTINT, YeE, SiFs

25 v D0 yul knotd in what Alrsetiod, ovr its Fofa¥
4e The direction wase North, Northsast, sir.
S O THJ COURT: - A #kis folat; I would liks 0 zlE
khis witn 353 soms datailsd questiocns and the answers will refer
4 rine afid tastical lMamslivers cuntained dn confidsigls

ot
]
= =k 0
o
L 1 25
.:)
O o w
B G
H

HE
o=
=
B

Tl

Ths prass and spscectaters withdrew from ths courtroom.
24, 3. Now, Lister Wo-\ I will ask vou to slaborats en
P (A Daﬁrﬂ*ive that vou zave yvesterday staclrg in detall the
rosition of the two ships, the maneuver in which they wers an-
paged, 4nd an anbirs seqgleapis ol ewwits lasdins up ©o thHe
collision betwesn the WASP and the HOBSON.
4« dJould 1t hHelp any if I-—gere or lese-drew iT ouh, sie, @B
the blacikboard?
by S
P P!R’ﬁ{:‘n, - ﬂ{m-; X
CONFi mﬁ i 83
~ e W S
€ Eﬁ}f’”ﬁ“"’j e L ; ! :
7 Fi\ﬂ;‘ﬁ@ﬁﬁ@;ﬁmﬁ“’ 9
\Q%?
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oy Js i the mansever as it had been planned then galled for W

gh ariginal course aof 1307
_f!‘. Y -Krt‘ £ - l_:. -

2%, Q. Ta maintels thet colifse uatil ths was bearing

O:LC: o
X, Thatls right; sir. 0140, or-ip ¥t iEpedigte FIRINILY
of 1 1 12 e l

28, B And the legft twrn whieh would' put you on the
nort beam of Tne after she had completsd her turn?
ks Yew, =iF,
2 =i That position were you originally in--was that a launch
poIi 1_.1011. :
4e Well, we were originally 3%0 relative, 3,000 yards and
Lhe o

7
1“MﬂCﬁeﬁ an 20%. &t mpletion of Tadvch ing the urp Was

= Lo )
gzecuted to the right, new course 102, sir, whic!
around op their starboard quarter--from their port b@m Lo Lneir

starboard.quarter.,

been assizned plane gunard station 2, is

o

i
Station 2 for the recovery of alircraft 1s at s relative
~ing from the carrier of 270 to 280, pange 1,000 yards,
? -~y T 3 - q <4 - =1 . R R ~ e U <ot 2 - \(\P-!,
2. 4o Had you discussed vour intended mqn arer with the

commanding officer of the HOBSOHY
A+ I hmdy sir,

313, §s HWill you relate that conversgation to the court?

4, Wall, e started suf-=1t Tirst etarted that the captaim
said he wished *haf he could go down below and get a cup of
coffee, I A&

sked him why he dildn't go down and get the cup of
dqgffee, atid theh ne gafid, "Well, about the time T gel to the
wardroom to get 1t they wil7 put a signal in the air to standby
to recover ailrcraft." T told him I would eall him in the ward-
room when tﬂﬁj il thie Eizbed Ciwm The air, I $old Bin & the'y

Jdid ‘exetute That 1 EHhouiht & could pet 1t, I hain't had amy
trofible Codnhg 80 Defa¥res _dt this poipt, he asked me what 1.
woitld 8o Af they {urned right¥® I Told him et I wonld come
around--and he said, ”Cng)osr you get a signel to turn 265,

what would you do?” I told him I wonld coms right with 10 degrewe

rudder which would give ub a turning c¢ircle of 1200 yvards and
slow to 15 knots and let the WASP catch up ”1"b me. GLarlier in
rﬁc crossing we had received a message Trom the screen commander
stating that when ships were not on station they were serving

go pdeful pwrpose; thet thers would e how--gF, That Lhererhad fel 2]

g lot of sluggishnees, apparent indecisiocn, there woild be no

more of it., Ships would get on station in The most expeditious

CONFIDENTIAR .\ "c,:."
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SECURITY INFOQWIATI

(continued) manner possible even at the expense of an occasional
migtake, When I gaid to come right 10 degrees rudder, slow to
15 knots, and let the WASP come right and eatch up with me, WASE
to get up on our starboard beam or for me: to be back on tiei;
port beam, and it Drobqbly would have been glow gtationing, The
captain saﬂd z2g much - -~ that we had to e?@edltm getting on

station,

S @, Who was the screen commander th et sent the meszage
that you referred tof? ‘
A

I @0 npt know the nawe, gir, The admi gl who was on the
av

: B
STRIBIING, T do not know his name, sir, I have the original
of the dispatch whnich we received,

35, @, Do you know what command he beld?
®, 8B R belﬁeve gip,

36, Q, What administirative command - - Wwas he commander of
a destroyer fletilla? ,

A, He was screen commander, I don't know what other command,
hig oy !

37, Q. He was the screen commander for the operation on the
way to Oran?

A, That's right, sir, I know it was on the board . - we

hed it on the boaﬁd in the wheel house of the HOBSCH, but I de
not remember how wWhat it Wag, sir,

38, Q. And who had assigned you to plone guard station 2%
A, T believe ComMinBiv 62 had‘assigned;us,

39, Q. And what pub11c tions or maneuvering instructions
re you operating under at the time of collisvon?

b NﬂP 1L wag fully effective ag of 1200 that day, however,
ATP.1 does not give but one plane guard station so my aasumptior
that night Wes that We were operating from USF.4 ag far as the
stationing of plane guards vwas concerned,g ATP-1 does net give

3 plans guard gtation 2, |

we

40, Q, And what eXercise Wag your unit or the unit to whieh
you were attached engaged in prior to the;collis*on?

A, We had left the main body of the task force, sir, geﬂngf
out of radar range and wers engaged in an air strixe on the
main body, sir, '

41, Q, And the WASP, the HOBSON and the ?Oﬁﬁﬂﬁ were acting
as a unit or element?

., Yem &IF,

42, 2, Which?
T ) i

>

43, Q. And the commanding officer of the WASP wss the
officer in tactical command of that unity '

A, As reported to me, Yyes, sir, to the begt of my knowledge
he was, sir, We had bean ﬂetached from bme main bedy of the
task f@rce,_ | :

Q@N”@fﬁl'ﬂf”
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4, i3s Now, was this conversation belore or after ths signal

was civen or was it at the sxecution of an anticipated signal?
o - Y s — s g s =
4:; This was befors the "FOX CORPENY signal wisiiziven, sir,.

55, Qe When was the "FOX CORPEN™ signal given?
4. Aporoximately, tﬁe tlme was about 2215 PETER, sir.

564 Qe And how long was that before the turn signal was give

8, I think about szlix minutesg, I am not sure, sir. There is
no way of verifvyving that now.

BTs Qe The "FOY CORPEN" signal is an intsntion sighal ar an
information signal, is trat gorrecty
A, As well as I remember, yes, sir.

58y Ge -In other words, the "POX CORPEN 260" asiznal put in tl
air=--by 1T, you undersgtood it to mean fqe WASP intendesd fe turn
right #e B860; iz that correds?

A, Well, the sigpal was "FOX CORPEN 2865, TACKLINE FOX SPEED
BY: F atite ,

5%, Q. And you ==%
A, I think that's so, but AQP-170 ==

60, s But was it your impression and your belief at the ti
that that signal meant that that was the course and spesd on wh
the WASP would rscover nev aircraft,

fAes Yes, sir.

i

8l Qs Iz it your thought that that was bhﬁ Commanding Ofri
of the HOBSON's understanding also?

A. Yes, sir:; because he had already figured the manseuvering
board solution at 2835 bafore the algnal was ever put in the air

2. Qe Di8 he figure Rhat alfler the mFOK CORPENY signal?-

« No, sir; before, They launched on 265 and we assumed tha
wa would recover at 265 or within a very few degrees of that
COUrse.

e

63. Q. When the Commanding Officer of ths HOBION departed
from his preconceived plan of maintaining course 130 after
civing 1% to the helm and came left to 080, did you ralse any
cbjsetion to that order? ]

Ay Ho, sir; not vervally. I stepped inte the whesl house an
turned on the light and took the parallel rule and maneuvering
board and checked to sss how far down approximately-~=how far
down we would pass or how far away we would pass her,

54, g@ Did you make any further recommendationdto. the Comma
ing Qfficer of the HOBSON after youwr original recommendation th
the mansuver be accomPILSﬂed by a right turn?

As Vo, it ‘

65. Q« Were you eertain in your own mind and do you know
whether the commanding officer was certain that ATP-~i and AGP=
175 were in effect at the time of this mansuver?

ro ‘
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A, Well, I knew ATP-1 and ACP=175 were suppossd te be in
ol The only guestion in my mind was the HOUSON being

4 %o gilizsme guard statiol 2, mip.

o £Hnd what -=%
hich had to come -from TUSP=k,

67.. @« There was one but not a2 second plane guard station
ﬂrov>qeé for id ETP-3T .
£« That's risht. There %5 only apne staliiop assigned) haw-

ever, the "FOX CORPEN" signal came from ACP-175.

Q. 4nd did you understand. that signal as you previeusly

tand your testimo
lowgs OTC in the w_

5 8 2efbence of Sign
SF e cut NTPOL CORNPEN

£ &

was the next signalf®

that came over and ths way 1t came over
“O at the dip. Execute to follow., Tu
andby. BExecubs. Hxecute, Turd 260,

J

f.‘J

r(?la C{Ec T.";?‘i'lat dDeS “FO_'

h 117
fg. I -believe, sir, 1t means that T am manssvering to commen
sirceaft operatiens. I will have to check ACP-17% again to be

sure, Sir.

And then after the tTurn

’-—b v B
comnu,lcation bhetween the HOBSOH a i ;

A, The HOBSON called the WASP to find out if they desired
ug 0 take night plane gusrd station 2, for recovery of airce

T2, de 4dnd that was slhiswersd?

A e the 'Bast Of v o lmowlede it was sngw acp i ¢

£ oo e Cths oest 01 ny gnowledge 1L Was answered in tne
aff*rmatlve? Fes, SiT,

A, Q. #}wt was tThe next signal out outb bymwor what
the next cemmunication hetween the WASP and the HOBSON?
A,  There was one more signal that I understood ecame from
another ship beside the WASP, T understand from the RODMAYN an
that it was ROGERED for by the HOESON. I do not recall hearin

digmal at all, sir,

75. Q. And then the last signal that you remember--or, t ne
last communlication that you EQQuMbeW vetween the HOBSOH and th
JABP was the inguiry from the HOB3OW, "S8hall I Take Plane Guar
H. esvapy Goiticon 33%

i, I think 8o, yas, sir,
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80, G« How leng teforeé the dallision
those gresn 1ights?

-
T
A« Haybe twently seconds.

cannot be sure.

olithoard, sir.

gufl by

exercise?
4. When I relisve
been assisne ane

the Wateh, sir, I
uward statlion 2,

f”q DJ

that
we were not on statio
~relisved the watch en

06e ¢s Do you know whether that came
come by volce?
A ! uhOUTi say 1t probakly came over

COMF!
SECURITY |

Lk 1mar1sglon, aiy, Of Seeing two green ligh

ace when T siepped out €o the starboard wing of the hridg
s about the time that the range was 750.
but things were happening so darr
i eouildn't tell you viere 1 sEw LThem,

hbetween

R
76, Q¢ What lLighting meagure was in eifect in the task 1niE?
L, Lightinz Ueasure Ureen,

leagure {reen brovide

ligh#, -1 mbow on the
not know whnat other .

8ls Qo A4And wvou «don't kmow on whaet part of the WASPY they werel
. They seemned to Pé On the fdarward end of the flipnt decl,

"E:}:M HOBSON and the

visual observation or

83, @« Radarf

i, Radar ranges, The radar ranges wers coming up Ifrom combat
on sach. sweén ol The sdope, 1P,

8., ¢, When had you been assigned plane guard station 2--had
that heen your station throughout the day-—throughout that

we had

it had Ju“t recently
n.and I relieved the
route to the plane guard

over the Thej did 1%

#1
£

he secondary tacti-
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87. Q. Had you been having any difficulty that day with yc

voice commumication?
A, To my lmowledge, no,

sirte B lag nelt.

8B, €. When you assumed the watch, did you conduct any rad
check?
As Jdm'E méssdl pew; &17

was informed by the offe goino 00D that he had Just

1 K gheclm® the pigdla o» 9F T
clidelad 1He

I do not know, It has been fthe policy on the HOBSON to relisev
Normally, the off-geing 00D would chesck the radios before he
‘went off, In the event he did not, the oncoming 00D would che

radics.

8% Q. And both your primery and secondary tacticel cireuni
were in working order?

A Yes, sir; we wers sending and receiving on both primary
and sscondary circuibs, I bslisve we were transmitting on CI
neta, I know we were receliving on them,

90, Qs On your diagram there on the board, what was the
position of ths RODMAN relative Tto the WASP at the time the tu

signal was given¥
A Without a board I will have a litile troubls

F3- 2
k¥ that they would be bearing-~the WASPE would b

t}‘ \th_svg\
I thin o

Wi
e 50&. i
Are you trying bto figure what should have been theai
Do you recall that position?

As No, sir; I am not sure exactly where it was becauss they
were just on the opposite side of the WASP from us and, of cou
the WASP was cutting out *he pip of tne RODMAN on the scopse.

l. Q.
position?

92, Qs You couldn't ses the RODNAN on. your radar?
A, HNo, sir; on just--on very infrequsnt sweeps she would sb

up on Our SCOPS.

Was she on the port quarter of the WASP?

93« Qs

&. She was on ths port bow of the WASP when we were on cour
102,

94, Qs And you are positive that the manseuver the command]

officer had in mind fto taks his lefi

assigned statlon was by a
turn rathsr than a right tura?

&, Yes, sir.

95, Qe And that was his intention before the exscution of
the turn signal that was given?

A. Yes,; sir; if we had steamed 130 and come right, we would

have hesn 3,000 yvards off their bow at least., The sclubtion b
1

he problem was to steam 130 and come left to the new course |

SECURITY I




. Bhe B« Can you offer eny eXplanaticn of why the Commaq&in:

Officer of the HOBSOH denevte fpom his preconceived plan and

came left to 090% T
e HNo, siry unless he thought the range was opening too musl

M | Did you gilve him the infermation as to, the range to.j
siv; the phone talker--bridge phone talker- -was relayi
srmation to him from combabe. A

Cn-a

519 Cox Qn Did vou. hear any -.sueh. infermatien relayed by. the phen

;Lalkcf on the bridge?

25

s

A, T heard some ranves, 1 do not know what all the rans
WETE., L

99, Q. What ranges do vou recall hearing?
s. Ghly.the last three,

.100. G. And whet were they?
A, 1700, 1240, and 750,

Tol. G T aba?d the information relayed fto the Commanding
Offficer. of« the TIORSCN that the.ranre to the WASP was 750%
iy ¥Yei, siw)y thal coms Mp.

?JthaldSE 4
ards, That came up to tadﬁrlave talk
.at was also soreamed up the voics tu
. Bhat the range was VSJsﬂ;Como t hg
asnton close, { Tl 85 - T

» who told the
e from combat
S Tost coptarb.

ot o .5__, ¥

e
E:

-

R

%lago L PN :Mas‘thiSwrange,of 750 vards: given to. the: Commanding
officer of the HOBSON hefore or after his order "ILEFT FULL
RUDDER 2"

s I would say about the same time plus or minhws three.er

four secondsS.




s veoman, second class, U.3S., Navy, entered as
reporter.

104, Qo You are not certain whether that information was convey
ed to him before or after his order, LEFT FULL RUDDER?

&, No, sir, I was not paying btoo much attention then. I went t
the starboard wing of the bridge to look out and see where the
WASP was, and I heard his order to the helm, and also heard the.
range come uPe

195. Q. Was a bearing given to him?
&. No sir, we had been using visual bearings all night,.

106. Q. Were you keeping the commanding officer of the HOBSON
informed of the bearing? Were you taking those bearings yourself
A, There was only one bearing taken by me on the port alidade
which I previously stated was fogged up. The commanding officer

was on the starboard alidade,

107, Q. Was he taking bearings?
ﬁﬁ YGS, SiI‘s .

108. Qe Throughout this maneuver?
&, He was, sir, What they were, I den't know,

109. @. Can you locate on that diagram the ranges as they came
up with relatiocn te the arders el change of couras to %€ =nd I3C
Do veu kmow whgFe i that TuFrm = = =

A. The only one I know right in this ¥icinity (indicating) was
780 :

110, Q. And you have indicated a place on that diagram immediat
iv at the Llme EEFT DPULL = % =
., Just at the turs, yed, s

111, Q. And you can't give us the course when the range 1200
was glvenft

&, No, sir, because first of all I don't know how far
(indicating) we steamed on that before we steamed on this one.

112. Q. Had any maneuvering board plet been worked ocut, which
included a ccurse of 090 for the HOBSON on this maneuver prior ic
the giving of Tthe = - =

A+ No, slr, it was not worked out. The Captain might have chec
ed i1t., He might have taken parallel rulers and worked and checke
it, but it was never mentioned bo me.

113, Q. But after you were on course 090, you took a bearing an
on parallel rulers computed your closest point of approach on tha
course?

&s Came back in and checked it, As well as I remember, it chec
ed somewhere about 800 yards.

114, Qs+ &nd that takes int
making?

yGosideration the fturn the WASP was

CONFIDENK
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s Y83, sir, One other thing I might bring up here: It e
into ceonsideration the speed the WASP was making using 1200
yard tactical diameter s

115° Qe This was alsc a signal that had been given earlier

the movement?
A, Tat me gst back tc when all the ships were Foreth er befo:

being detached from the Task Group. The station, speed was gi
as 25 knots; operational speed as 27, and &ll“sh;ps to use rw
angle to give a 1200 yard tactical diameter which was what we
still assumed to be the case. Now, ATP-1l, USF-Z and USF-4 gi-
a. tactical diameter of 1500 yards, which WOhld eut 800 or in -
neighborhood of 800 down to 500, We were still using the 120(
vards as previously signalleds

118. Q. Who gave the order¥that the ships would use the 120¢

yard tactical dismeter?
L, When the group was together as a whole, it came from

Commander Task Group 88,1.

217, Q, It was put out by the Task Croup Commander?
a%-c YES, sir‘9 .

118, §. Do you know whether that messags came by voice or oi
wise? r

Ao No, sir, I do not recall. I do know that we had a sheet
paper with that written out on 1t stuck up on the bulkhead owve
the chart table with masking tape. I dont't recall seeing the
dispatch on it or whether it was by voice or whate

119, Q. Was there any signature on that memo?
A, No signature on it. I knew the handwriting,

120. Q. Whose handwriting was that?
&, Captain Tierney's. I do know that the message came out.

121, @. You lknow that the message came out., Do you mean the
you heard it yourself on voice?
A Wosy leiae .

1226 Qe Did you see it in any dispatch?
A, No, sir. There again, maybe I sald something I shouldntt
have, I was infermed of it when I was relisving the watch,

123s Qs The efflcer of the Heeal you rellisved inforasd yeum ti
the message had ceome in te use 1200 yigds tactical diameter?
As Yes, sir, along with the station"and operational speed.

124s Qe Whe was the afficer you relisved?
A&, Lisutenant -Y%o. _

125, Q. Is Lieutenant 3mith among the survivors?
4s No, Ha Prelieved ERslgn ﬁj/(ﬁ-, who is among the surviver

126, Qe Was the HOBSON she@ng her navigationsl lights or he

running lights?
Kot iiE, e i

CONFIDENS
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127, Qe Thé WASP was not either?
Ae No, sir, ncrne of the three ships had on their running lig

128 Q. When had you darkened ship? :
4o I don't know the exact time. It was scome time after suns

129. Qe Lightin measure Green was in effect when vou assume

the watch?
4. I think 1t was abeout the time of the rslisef of the watech

- that the signal came one.

130, Q. Could you plainly see the red truck lights of the Wi

and the RODMANT =
Be -Yas, F1r, at all Timss.

1531, §. Would you give the names and the 1aent1ty:of the‘véx
officers and men on the bridge of the- QOBSUN at.the sime of £

colligion?
Ae At the time of collision?

132, Q, Or fwegm tHe WuTh 51gral - turn 260 signal.
A. Just the men on watch?

1338 Q, Oh watch on the bridge or anybod¥ else that was on f
bridgs, whether om watch or not? ;
‘Be You want "that for combat also, sir? Or just sthe bridge?

134, @o If you know for combat, we w1ll gat thate.

A, The survivors from combat were Ensign p.i and & s, RD:
4~ , ICFN was in combat, but not on watch. wo the best of &
Knowledge he was up there checking the DBRT.

Ib5¢ Qo What officers and men were ‘en the bridge?
Ae Onn the bridge: Captain Tierney; myselfl; Lieutenant, junic
grade, s JOOD 3 ’ quartermaster of the watc
“and " 1, both SAYsy -were Lookouts,. Wass
bridee talker; Desrosievs was bodtswaints.mate of .thewwatches
“was steersman a1 d Painter was les helmsman, Two othe:x
on the bridge, one on watch -and one not en watch, nelther are
amiong the survivors.

136, Qe Who?
A, Craver, QML, and Swan, MN3.

137 Qe Did you see the comman @ing officer after the collis:
or-after he went into the water?

&. I just saw him as he went into the water. That 1is about
Blgat after he went 1nto the water. The ship was going dowm g
fast; Mrsi. « and-I went into: the ‘waté&r togethers I. 1]
sdy 5 ‘secondsaftér he left the 'ship“I nsver saw him aﬁaln, z

k

& seconds latér thé seas Were® takzng us ozf the same as’ thev

taken . _an +he captalne

108@ Qe DO’ yon recall seeing a' | on# the brldge ats any
during that” cwvclal perlod of tlme on tne staﬂboar@ w1ng of ol

br1age°




A, Bo, sir, I don't, There hed been Seyeral men pit the shar~
board wing of the bridge backt en the after corner when the WASP
was lasunching alrcraft, I dontt know who was down there at the
time, I do know that this one man, .y I mentioned, was st111
{on the bridge. I do not know who else, sir. Ones not on wateh,
- F

139, Qs Would you give the location, the physical locaticm; on
the bridge of the wvarious surviving officers and men at the time
of éollisieom; if you reomll?

A, The Captain was on the starboard pelorus, at the time of
collision, I was right in the door going out to the starboard
wing from the wheel house. §r. 3 I beliasve, was ever -
by the chart table, port side of the wheel house. The boatswain':
mate of the watech was on the forward side of the wheel house righ:
in front of the steersman, The steersman was on the wheel and the
lee helmsman just at his right on the telegraph. The phone talke:
had been about the center of the whesl house., I believe he had
come over bto the starboard wing on the last ons or two ranges
that came up.,. » 1L believe, was plotting the position in the
chart house. I am not sure about that, but I believe he was.
Raps, dquartermaster of the watch,; was on the starkoard side of
the wheel house at the quartermasteri!s leog desk. To the best of
my knowledge, he was, sir, and were lookeuts on
the 04 level right above the house, . was the bridge
talker., He was in the center of the wheel house and on the laat
range or two he went over to the starboard side of the wheel
houge, mhicéh is only 12 by 18 feei asross. Te the beat of uy
knowledge, thatls it. Wil

140, Q. Did the bow of the WASP strike fore or aft of the

bridge?
4. It strusk &t of the brldge, #ilir.

141, Qs And cut the HOBSON in two?

A« To the best of my knowledge, yes, sir. The W&ASP hit us on
one sides I went to the other side of the bridges When I got
over there the WASP had already come. through the ship., I never
gsaw the after end of the ship. From people I have talked %o,
they said the after end was listing to starboard, and I do know
that the forward end of the ship was listing Tto port.

142, Q. And you were on the forward end of the ship?
As Fo8, TlIs ]

-

143: Qs Did you obssrve any of the search and rescue operations?
A.o YGS’ Sil"g

144, Qo Would you describe those, please? As to what was dene,
and your opinlon as to the adeguacy of 1it# .

Aes Well, T lknow that There were gquite a few boats in the watsr,
sir, I saw quite a few boats myself. From what I can understand
from the survivors, and so ferth, the place was literally ccversd
with life-saving gear, life jackets, life rafts and floats @nd
anything else that would float. I don't know why or how or: anye-
thing else except that I managed to get away from all that. I do

know that from rsports from Wically everyone among the
Ik
1

survivors, there was a;?;‘aﬁ% of life-~saving gear floatings
W\ ¥
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146. R« Have you any complaint or criticism to mele of $he
search and rescue operations after the colllsion?

i, Mo, sir. I think everybody did a wonderful job to get eve:
body imn in such a short time.

lioa @. Do you recall whether there wers any emergency sig

iven before or at the time oi the collisicen in the HGSBS0H

Ae Wall, we had LEFT BTANDAERD RUDDER on. JYou Wight say the
order o the helm Tto increasa af LEFETCFELRL. Hivd dNcFedss o [HARI
LENT was an emenrgency signal. And one order whiech was glven b
ring up, and we never had time te get the answer, "ALL ABEAD
EMERGENCY FLANEY toc both engines.

7

147, @« And that signal was not answered? ot
d, He, ajey I don't Ehink iv wWas ever rumm up, and &éven if
haa been it would have taken us 10 minutes to get up to it.

148, Qe Were any emsrgency orapru given throughout the ship,
such as collision guarters, abandon ship or the like?

A., I kpow that I, myself, sereamed out, "Standoy for eollisi
on the TMC. .The general alarm was sounded‘at the - time of the ¢
lision. -The general alarm,switch was thrown and ths word was
pasaad ©o aoandon ship. It was after the collision. The gene:
slarm never did ring in sither ths forward or artser .section-of
the ship. The word went out to sbandon ship in the Foeward
section, I don't think it ever wemt out in the after :sectione

149, Qe That was passed by werd of mouth® o

Ao Over the 1UC, yes, sir. . L g -

==
o O
P,

150, @. Over the 13
Ae Over the 1MC, and I imagine It was pretty well passed by
word of mouth boe. ‘I don't guess anybody naq to tell anybody 1

abandeon ship.

At this point the court sat with opep GdO0OTrSa
Examination egitlnnsd:

151. g« You have referred to a dispatch that was received by
the HOBSGH directing plans guard ships and vessels to expesdite
getting on station? s

Be 1E3m il

The counsel for the court reguested uhe repowber £0 . marlesa .
f

dispatch Exhibis 59 for identification. It was sc marked,

152 %,,I’hahd”yoﬁ'apaﬁspatch marked Exhlslt 55, fowm, 'uif
Cuthﬂ and askdvou 1f that 1swthe dlspato_ T 011, reTerred"tOJ
Xes, BIF, T BEs This Dartlcular dispatch does. no .aﬂaﬁ

ﬁlplane suard ships, S8ire. I think. thal is made guite plaln in th

Tirst part of it, but this dispatech is still behind the whole
thing.

1RUG @; ?oula you elaborate, Qn your remark that 1E-is




]ﬁ,

A, Well, I think that the statement or remark thaf was passed &«
me, that we have got to expedite getting on station, came right
from this.

154, Q. You think that dispabch motivated the remark made to yo
by the commanding officer of thé U,.B.85. HOBSONT
Ne Yazs ail L B0

The dispateh, marked Exhibit 59 for identificatiom was submitter
to the parties and to the eourt, and by the counsel for the eourt
offered in evidence.

There being no objection, it was so received and 1is appended
marked Exhibit 58.

155, ©¢ Will yow Tead that dlispateh?

A, "Fpom:; OTU 88.,1.4 - Actiony TU 88.,1.4 = Info: CTG 88,1;
Classification, PLATN ~ Precedence, DEFERRED = PARA ONE ¥ GENERATL-
LY SPEAKTING AND RXCEPT WHEN PLANE GUARDING CMA VESSELS OF SCREEN
WHEN NOT ACTUALLY ON STATION PPBWOﬁM NC USEFUL PURPOSE X SUCH TIiD
MUST BE KEPT AT MINIMUM X PARA TWO X THEREFORE SUCH EVOLUTIONS A4S
FORMING UP CMA CHANGING SCREEN CMA AND CHANGING STATION ASSIGNMEN?
SHOULD RE PERFORMED IN MOST EXPEDITIOUS MANNER X PARA THREE X I
HAVE OBSERVED THAT SOMi SEIPS DO 30 IN ADMIRABLE PFASHION X OTHERS
PERFORM WITH APPARENT INDECISION CHA SLUGGISINESS AND AT UNDULY
SEOW SPEED X THE KET RESULT IS AN INDIFFERENT PERFORMANCE IN THIS
RESPECT BY THE OUTFIT AS A WHOLE X PARA FOUR X PROMPT AND RESOLUTI
ACTION PAREN EVEN AT TUE EXPENSE OF AN OCCASTONAT, MISTAKE PAREN If
A HATIMARE OF GOOD DESTROYER OUTFITS X LET US HAVE MORE OF IT BT

156, @. Did you hear the commanding officer of the HOBSON dis=-
cuss that dispatch?

M. This dispateh had been discusséed. T don't recall if it was
when we were plane guarding or when we were. gtill in ths scrssn,.
This dispatch, as I remsmber, was marked actlon fto all 006D's.

157s Qe Was 1t routed through the ship by the commanding
officeryg marked actlon to CQOD's?
& Yai, all O0D's. :

158, Q. Have you any reason Lo think that the dispatech affescted
the attitude of tThe commending oificer of the U,S8,3, HOBSOH or
affected his decision as to tne c¢ourse and speed he would take
to assume his assigned station in the particular maneuver we have
been discussing?

A, From nis statement that we had to expedlte getting on statior
I think this dispatch would cause him to use a maneuver, which he
did, in order to effect a faster stationing mansuver. Turning to
the might at a slow speed would have been easier to accomplish,
but it would have taken longer to do.

139, @« In your opinion, would 1% have been safer?
Ay Yes, sir. I think any %fime you can keep your bow inm the Same
direcition as anyone e]se*s, it 1s safer,

the
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be Woll, air, on papsr 1t worked all right. It would have put
us on station. It would have brought us into our regquired range
and distance. As I said before, this particular dispatech said
to get on the ball and I think that was on his mind, and he dn-
ferred that we had to get on station in an expeditlious manners 1
made a suggestion I thought it good. It wasn'tt agreeable so 1
saw no sense in keesping arguing about .it. I had already been
informed that he would take the conn when the maneuver started.

181, &, Did you think it incumbent upon you to ebjeet to his
chay ge of course to 090, thereby departing from the maneuver as
it had been worked out on the maneuvering board and bringing you
closer to the WASP?

Ae. When I went back in and checked to see how close we would
pass - what our closest point of approach to the WASP would be,
and saw that we still had 800 yards left or in the neighborhoed of
800 yards, I didn't say anything more dbouit it them, =2irF: I =zl
say this, I eouldn't figure why it had been done. ©

commanding officer's next order to the helm would be to bring you
on station from that course of 0807
A, BIGHT FULL RUDDER. HARD RIGHT RUDDER.

152, Q. Would you state, or can you state, what you thought the

183, Q. And 1t was your impression that that was the. maneuver
that he intended to execute to get on station?

A. That is sbout the only thing you could execute, We had too
large a turning circle to go left and clear the range we would
have on the (Pi. i

164, Q. And did you have any warning or any advancefi knowledge M
that the commanding officer of the HOBSON was going to give an
order to the helm which would put the rudder left?

Ao ND, sirs -

165. Q. How soon after he gave that order did you make the
exclamation, "Standby for collision.®?

Ao About 15 seconds. As I recall, I had gone to the radar scope
just stopped and looked In at that and as soon as he called LEFT
STANDARD RUDDER, I went and looked at the radar scope and turned
to the starboard wing to see jJjust where the carrier was. Just
where she could be, The first thing that was in my mind was that
I had made a migcalculatlion in this 800 yards. t wasn't an
accurate measurement - a rough calculation, ’

166, Q. Was it your immediate thought that the order, LEFT
RUDDER was a dangerous maneuver if your calculations had been
correct?

hae Yes, alr, it didn't sound right,

167, Q. &nd for that reason, you thought you had made a miscal-
culation in the CPA that you had computed?

4, T didn't xmow whnat had happened. All this time the ranges
were coming up and the Captain was taking visual bearings on the
carrier. I should have figured that he had a better idea of WhHat
the carrier was doing, wh he bearing was doing than I :dids  AD
some place along the 1ipE word came up from combat to ask if
we were taking visvalfodeMWlas, We were asking combat for bear-
ings but word camg W i combat that the bsaring was holding

steady. L
Conripelny 109
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168. Q. The bearings were holding steady?
4. Yes, sly, that was sometime before the colllsion.

169, B+ Was that while yom were on course O020%

A, ¥u, T @on't think $o, I think it was afiter We started our
left turn. ' |

e . Tk many s=tonds af ter arted that left{ torn would
e 1

te it was unhi

geonds did combat « = -

173 o Qe Buripg -ihel £0-3
Lile W E
ﬂ.'it could enly have had two bearings - TWO sweepS.

v

172, @ Ipn~tiEink iy et inté?vai that combat could have mads
their computation that ithe bearings were constan

4, Not accurately, ho, sir. was Jumping so much.
The pip was jumving so much 1% a guess as to wnaether
we were casntered on it or not ccall that word once fron
aotehert .= T dop' t oo o aecir or anything else, Maybe
S0

meone else can throw more lignt: on 1t¢
173, Q. And you1 are positive that no maneuver pr that the mansn-
ver which entailed a course of 090 had nsver Jewn figu vcd on paper
1 ' mmanding officer of the HOBSON's order to taae'ﬁAQI

it was figured 1t was thrown away,.
W

euvE g £) 1" there was only one
d been figured to the problem that I saw. There
dutions layingz around anywvhere,

wzs fizured sometime in advance of the order

176. Qe After the commanding OL&LCC“ Q%Vf his =+ o
that sent you into that islE T E
ity that wmaneuver might

er LEFT RUDDER
FO0U O wWarn
se to the

» I mzde The statement to the Captain that the ranges were
Siel S SR i e
closing, LoD &N fasl, L

A
S

ot € tLinl hé said any-
1 i OENCY —l.T_J_L_L _D:;

Q. You warned him- 3 were ¢¥0eing too TS
8 '

q "
ALY anyhnmng.anout thﬂ bearing

S Your “think thads
'fr“‘-., Yes, sir, The Capls
- assumed thaty

”QTmation*camo up from combat?
tieen taking visual bearings
what ﬁhe be 3r1ng3were,

alll




Humsrical se
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nse of gquestions and answers interruptec
grror. No qu @

oue
stions ¢r answers are omwitied Trom ths re

182 oa Do you Enow of any particular agtes of heroi=wm o it
standing parformance of d‘uj on tna vart of any personnsl that
you wonld eare €0 mantion to the couwrt oF for ths rseord?

4, T heard of one man in particular? 21T

§

varticular man? ,
[ have nofh been abls Lo svbstant

C
*_i

183, Q9+« Who was this 1
4. He was on the HORSON

. i3 Va -L
the story, but I understood from one or two pPedpls that he halrp
12 o 10 hen gt out of the fareard comba*tment and went down w
tha ship when she went down. He was hslping them get up the la
. L @B 06t sups ot Lﬁdu- and unitil such tinme as T =w able t
inguire around some more about it, L would like some time to %r
o fidd ook ‘Ere el 1% S1Fs

18k 4 Do you khigw Of ady iostangdes of deraliabion Lo 2as=

parformancs of duty on the part of any psrson?

A M, 8l L 4o heike

have you formed any

LB8S. wy Qan foi form €0y apinaon, O

ppinicon &f Dew 1logg it 60k far LThe HUBSON to sink®
Tde From ary divw uLJuwvation, or from what I have heard from ta
inz to other men off the HOBION?

188. Qe You can't give any sstimate of your own n?

A, wall, I havs tallksd to some msn Off the HUB3ON wheo say ths
know it was 2& $0 3 or 3% minutes after the ceollision before th
got eut, I wy migd, T thougnt She want down in laas than's BE
nbes time bascausa I kpnow I was off 1t when the 03 leval was und
water. The bow was not up in thne eir when I left, It apparsmnt
nappenad aftsr I 1sft the ship and my back was to it and 1 didn
se2 1t.

et & Vou sqv it was a dark nigh
4. T can®t remamber

faipt. 1T Ebhow the visibilliy was Z0od.

188. 4. The vigi
i

The V“blbll]f ar doubt

b

.'::..a =, : b -’OCL’l. A S r}.
bacause the alreralt - I couldn't s2e the outli
I could Ssb Vheir Hahts; But I emidn’t a9 QLeLr Outl

18%. &+ What was the time ¢f sunset ! 11 gf

& L don %t reea bkl €0EE, Slrs

90s 9e Lf you know, what was the materiel conditicn of the
0B:UN and its resdiuess for sea when she lsft Charlasston, Sout
i

£x L.!j-

| e UV
&
Lt
2
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oy i
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olina om this ‘@Oyagﬂ-?
i ' to tiia best of my knowlsdge, wa

L
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On 2 April 1952, we ware i‘usp
i
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= T @sa
SlE S ] = & y ne Z2oa
of Inspaction ana durvey, #ashington Group. The 5oard of Insp
ion and survey's rscommendaztions wers broken down, as well as,
ra‘ambqr, iwte &, Boand O dtpues Uroup < iteme, whish, i3 1Thei
estimation, sbould be accomplished bsfore we 3alled from Charle
and *”ﬁch ware Of Bijor importepce. Soup E itens, which @ibsms
| peguired attentTon but weres not necessary to the operation of 1
 ship rient at that time. The ship wae in a good condition, and
' could steam wery satlsfactory without these B items being taker
cars of right then.



Other items which were, 1 belilisve, rscormmended alterations to |
accomplished on the ship. Class C iltems amounted to engineeris

mechanical tools. One item was to procure a boring bar Ano
item was to procure a set of 2-inch micrometers, 8o that

left 6 engineering items to be accomplished. Of the 6, one wa:
t6 clean out the feed and eondenser lines, mhick was a long
range jobe The cothers were accomplished. To the best of my
knowledge, we did nct leave the Charlesuon Navy Yard without
accomplishing all Class 4 items., I won't say 1008, ne, d F, ©
because we had some grounds in the IC circuitsa In the interds
commumaication's circulits there was some grounds in there; hows

' a% far as the comdition of ths hull of the ship is fcheermed,

ship had been drydocksed for sonar work, and our forward peak ti
wnich was forward of the forward bulkhead, had had a2 leak in tl
bottom of it that had bsen fixed. _Boltom tanks, fead water,
fresh water, lower sound, forward E&2% tank, paint locker, mag-
azines, and s¢ feorth wera fesgtad im ths Yard at the fime becau
we did not want to go to Europe and wind up with a lesking tanl
S0 as a safety precaution, all tanks were tested before we wers
gven out of drydock in Charleston. As I salid a minute ago, I
don't think there was any item which was regulred to be comple-
100% before we sailed that was not done.

161, G T your opinien, did any mechenieal feliore crF mstes
iel dE&ficiency in the U,S.3. HOBSON contribute in any mamnner i«
this eollision and the consequent loss of life?

4, No, sir. : ‘

192¢ @« Are you able to accurately state the ftime of the

coilislgn®
A, Mo, 8ir. Do you want that down te fracticns of a minute

193s Qe No. If you can come to within a minute,
4, 2225 Peter Zons Tins.

194s Qo Did you arrive a® THAL By Ioolting =t ths @lick, hp
did you look at a clock?

A, I pcan't featurs mysell stopping and locking at a clock a:
it happened, but I saw that somegplace, I saw it on & clock, |
don't know whether it was my watch or not. I fThink I did leok
at wy wateh juszf before I went BLT the ship, slre

195 Q. What speed and how much way did the HOBSON have on
the time of the collision, if you know?

4., Well, we started at 25 khots. We had rung up 27 knots.
course we were making two or three turns - two minor turns and
onhe pretty hard turn, I don't think we were making anything o
25 knots., However, the pit log, which was falrly accurate, rs
about 28% knots at the time ol the collision. I think that wa
due to the side moition of fthe bow through the water in the tum

186, Qs I believe you have previocusly stated that the bow o:
the WASP cut clear through the HOBSON?
&, T AR, sivre

The court then, at 1202 ﬁ%:ok 2 pecess until 1515, at whish

time it reconveneds {%ﬁg;’

5
CONFIDENTIA ‘%53
@« E N = :




<5 , yeoman, third class, U.S. Naval Reserve, enter
as reporter.

Present: All the msmbers, counsel for ths courf, all the
parties and their ecounsel and the reporter. ;

No witnesses not otherwise connected with the inguiry were

prasent,

Lieutenant <?}/' . U.8. Naval Reserve, a par
the witness on the stand whel the recess was taken, regumned his
seat as a witness and was warned that the cath previously taken
was still binding.

Examination by counsel for the eourt continued:

197, Qe I hand you a maneuvering board plot which has been
marked Exhiblt 60 fer identificatieon end aslt yeu in your beds
judgement is that the track of the two ships, the WABRP and the
HOBSON, taken by those ships immediately pricr to collision _
from their original course of 102 up until the time they wound
up im colllision? _ ,

4, With one exzcepbion. I think this is probably a mistake i
writing., (The witness corrscted the mistake)

188, @, Then in your best judgment that plet cerrectly sets
forth the track of ths two ships immedlately prier to cellisien
A, Yes, sgir., It 13 stated on here Ghe length of lages &Y 2
BR® is nob known, However, it is tne course stesered. ¥

199, Q¢ And 1t.is a reproduction on a mansuvering board
drawn to sealé, sach circle representing 2000 yards, of the rou
plot you drew on the blackboard tThis morning, is that gorpect?

Ao Each cirele represents 500 yards. il

COUNSEL FOR THE GOURT: I offer this exhibit 60, for identif
catlon to the parties, for thelr-inspection and possible object

COUNSEL REPRESEWTING LCDR TIERNEY: May I address an inquiry
as To how thils diagram was made up?

COUNSEL IOR THE COURT: Yes, slr.. GLounsel Tor Lieutenant
Commander TFlerney would 1iike 6o examine this witness on:veire 4i

Examination on volr dipe by counsel representing Eieutenant
Commander Tiarney:

200, Q. I bhink.the initial positien .cf the ships s substdr
ially in aecordance wkth the testimony. Is.there.any:place on
this diagram where the ranges that you have testified to have
been caledlated? .Does 1t show on hewe? Ig that information...
worked into .Ghis diagram?,

Ao T.don't kmew 1if thgMnges :have .been checked on that or n
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201, Q. Do the ranges check in here all right, the ranges as
given by Lisutenant on his direct examination, Fhe_l?OO
yard range, the 1260 yard range, the 1240, and 760, I bellevs
it was? They have been plotted in here, and I ses that you
have two courses here, one is the estimated itrack of the WASP
and one is the actual track of the WASP. Were you on board
the WASP at the time of the HOBSON collision?

ks Bo, =ir. _

202, Q. Were you observing the WASF in any way so as to be_gﬁle
to predict or to relate now what her mo vements wers from the time
she executed her signal to the time she collided with the HCBSON?

A, I don't know what turning eircle she turned on. The
estimated 1s 1200 yards.

203, Qs What is her advance before she begina to turn?
. T Apou't tnow Hhet, sita

204, Qe What is the advance of the HOBSON before she begins to

turn?s
As T dem't lmew at that gpesd.

205, Q. What 1s the rudder angle that was used on that turn
to 130, which we have, Trom 102 tg 13072
A RIGHY STANDAND, which is 1650 ruadder, to 130.

208, Qo LEFT STANDARD o 090, which is agein 16£° rudder, and
L & 1 5 3 : = 3 2

LEFT STANDARD, next 165°, LEFT PFULL 25° rudder which would leave
300, and these are the angles —-- I think those rudder angles give
vou the fturning cirecles that have been used in the construction
of this diagrem, is that right?

A, That gives approximately -- I don't think the advance has
been figured into that.

207, &es Is your advance appreciable at 27 to 30 knots at which
these vessels were traveling at the time?

A. The advance 1s appreciable, yes. I want Gto stipulate T
don't know the length of legs ¥AY and ®B¥,

208s @+ If you dom't know ke length of legn A" and "B,
Tieutenant, the only thing you do know about this 1s the point
at which tThe HOBSDN ¢6llided with the WASP, and that prior to
that time Ihe HOHBOW hail sbteered cburge 1IUE for stme lengzth of
time and 130 for some length of time and setting the initial
position you have just adjusted those legs to bring those ships
into ¢ollision. I think we have more infermation avallable an
this problem,

A, The only thing I am sure of onr. there is the range and bear=
ing at ths commencement ol the manuever, that there was a colligion
the approximate collision angle, and the course steered, !

COUNBSEL AEPHESENTING EODE TIEHNEY: I offer in stibstlitutien

thig track of the U,S.8. HOBBON, 1 ask you te cemsider 1t at
this time or I shall ini duee it 1later.
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COUNSEL FOR THE CQURT: May-I interpese? Exhibit 60 for
identification represents the witness) opinion, his reconstruc
of the track of the tso shlps. The c¥lnsel Ter the court dGoss
not present 1t as an accurate track of the two ships., It is a1
attempt to summarize the testimony the witness gave this mornir
and is a plot, a duplicate plot, drawn to scals, of the plot h
actually drew befors the court this mormning on the blackboard.

COURT: The court understoed the actual track of ths WASP
was en there. :

COUNSEL FOR .THE COURT: I think I can clear that up. On thi
ploe, Exhibit 80 for [dentificgtiom, the word ®zctua) Erafh™ e
asswuned a bacitical diameter of 1500 yards for the turn made by
the WASP

COUNSEL FOR LIEUTENANT <& , party: If it please tae cour
af this time I would Li%e, the record EO affi matively show
Lisutenant A, G not prepars this plat, This was preparsd

by the tecanltal advisor te fhe coumasl of the novrt ang =i
merely identifying hls testimony on that. That drawing is not
purported to be an accurate representation.

COUNSEL FOR THE COURT: I thought counsel Tfor the comrt made

that clesar.

COURT: The court understands that. But the document as the
court sees it 1s an attempt to reconstruct what was drawn on th
blackboard that he used to illustrate his point this morning.
there 1s anything else on tThere then the document would appear
to be something of which the court iIs not awares

COUNSEL 70R THE COURT: I am atiempting to clear up this wor
Baetual.Y I will ask the witness 1f that word dees not refer t
the estimated track of the WASP if a tactical diameter in this
turn had bsen 1500 yards.

WITNESS: It would, yes, sir. The assumed tactical diameter
was L1200 yards whilch was the agsumed dismeter that we plotted.

COUNSEL FOR, THE COUET: And the words on here YCYestimated "
track® reIePSﬁ'O a tactical diameter c¢f 1200 yards that you

assumed when you arrived at the CPA of 800 yards, an estimated

CP4 of 800:yards. : e

WITESS: Yes; =iFe

COURT: The words Yactual® and "estimasted® - - should be
further explained. The caurt is not clear. Iz the court to
understand that this represents what the witness thinks the two
ghips did as you illustrated this morning on the blackboard.

WITNESS: This is not a stepped-off plot. I know I did not
check 1t and I don't think anyvbody has stspped-off the track
dn hundreds of yards to zee 7 far sach ship went on this
MAYILE VT s ' :

«M¥1. this is presented on that bkasis
Fiy well what it iss

1 *

COURT: Let's malre
so you all undeag -'
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COUNSEL POR THE COURT: I have subsitituted words on this
exhibit, Tor the word Yestimated track™ I have substituted
the word "tactical diameter 1200 yards¥® and for the word
Hactual track™ I have substituted the word Ytactical diametser
1500 yards® and counsel for the court merely offere®if not as an
actual track of the two ships but as a summarizatlon of this
thnﬂss' bebulmOﬂv this morning and a plot arawn Lo scale on
a manESveri ing board, which he had drawn previeusly this morning W
on the blackboard without using any accurate scale, and T am
merely asking him if in his opinion this is a2 correct gummariza-
tion of the testimony he has given and 1T in his best judgment
this 1s the track of the two ships.

WITNESS: It is wlith one exception. When the HOB30N came
left from 130 she sWUNg past to 082 and then back te 090, which
wi Ll sa ‘Girrs EFaciE imea liftle bIE To GEe norths

OUNSEL. FOR THER COURT: The withess ihdiédtes leg B om the
plot marked Exhiplt 60 for 1dentifiecation, which is drawn on
the plot on course 090 and said his teatimony Indicates that
the heading aft one time was 082 and that leg should be moved
a Iitttle norih,

Exafrinetion by sounsel o ibhée Tourt ecomntimnuagd;

203%. Qe Is the plot as now drawn oft Exhiblt 60 for ldentifl-
cation in your opinion the track taken by ths two ships immedi-

abely priess Bo eollisisn®
As I my opinicn, ¥es3, d4irs

210, Qe And is it a reproduction of the rough drawing you made
on the blackbeard this morning?
B T 0 SNirbe- PEE BLEL

COUNSHI, FOR THE COURT: I offer exhibit 60 for identification
in evidence as Exhibit 60,

The document was submltied to the partiss and to the court
and Ty the counsel For the courh offered in ewldence,

o

There being no objection; it was so recelved and i1s appende
marked Exhibit 60.

211. Qe I hand you a dispatch that has been previously admitted
in evidence as Exhibit 59. Have you refreshed your recollection
and can you tell me mow by whom that dispatch was sent?

A. Commander Task Unit 88.1l.4 was ComDesFlot FOUR. My belief
is that:his name 1ls Rear Admiral '

212. §¢ That dispatch was sent by ComDesFlot FOUR,WRe@»fadmiral

s 1& Thet cdrrecE?

A, That is correct, sir, sant by ComD sFlot POUR whom I

belisve to be,Hear Admiral .

Es’r@ﬁ'iﬁ;w‘ﬁf‘ikﬂ@f\! “

s party:
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818s fla' I believe Fou Te qtlfl od previénsly that priar te begih
ning the maneuver to take night recovery plane guard station 2
the Commanding Officer of the HOBSON had worked out a solutien
for that course on a maneuvering board.

L Thatta right, =ir,

<

l

b

214. Qs+ And would you repeat what his sblutien called for?

A T™he solublon tailed for a change from covirss JOZ2 to &
new course of 130 True and holding that course as 1t was figured
2% that time until the WASP was bearing about 010, which bsaring
doesnt't hold good. It would put us too far out., To hold that
course until the WASP was bearing 010 as it was f1>urud at that
time and then come left with FULL or HARD RUD DﬁRs brlﬁﬁng us.
in on the port beam of the WASP,

215, . In proper station?
A, Thatts wight, gle, :

216s, @« As I recall, you said he actually started to follow
that sclutiom alyd that ie first erdsy was 2 Lurn {5 course 150f
Ae¢ That is correct.

217 e He procesaded on that tourse for & ghori perliod of time
1~5ﬁ4 minutes bto 2 minutes, [ hslieve you said?
A Thas i9 Fights .

218. Q. Thaxn he departed at that point from his mansuvsring
‘board soluulon by making a lsft turn to course 08072

A. We came to a new course 090 and to the best of my know-
ledge thsre was naver & 000 on the selutlion, If thE“D,Was, it
was on a sheet which I did not see and which was no longer on
the chart, :

219. Qe And you also stated at that point you weant in to cheel
whether the new course 090 would give you clsarance from the WA?
B AR o T - il

220, Ge Just what was it you ussd to check that point?

o ‘The thing that I used to check that point was this bearing
of 045 or 048 which is apparently out some In bearing toe., I
took the bearing from the WASP 048 on ny track 130 and ran that
parallel to 090 course and then took the distance between the
track the WASP was estimated to be on, and the track that we
would -=-

By

221. Q. Were you using the same mansuvering ooard that the
gaptain he¥ Tligwred his selutlion on?
Ay I ‘did, S8ir. I didnt't have any dines drawn on it any place‘

222. e Did you see the captaln work out another maneuvering
beard problem before exscuting that turn to 0907 '

As No, I did not ses him ecome in off the starboard wing. Afte
he came in at first and told me he had the conn, when steady on
130 he went back To ths starboard wing., I don't think he came
‘back in thé wheelbouse after ﬁhat¢ ' | .

. 223, G. Was he tvaking visual bearings on the wing of the
bridge durlnb tne cmurse of thls maneavar9

Boross olir bow To the WASP,

L'e @or alxﬂade was fogged soms,
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224, Qs After turning on to the course 080, had the HQOBSON
proceeded on taat course mak;ng no turn whatsoever, would it,
in your cpinlon, have cleared ths WASP?

I = s .

£285s Qe IT the HOBSON, at the tiwe 1f setually made the lesi
laft turn, had made a right fturn would 1t have resulted in the
HOBSON arriving approximately on 1ts proper station?

4. Yes, sir, posdibly a little out in range, probably a
1ittls out in rFangé.

s e Now if, at the time the HOBSON actually made its last
laft bturn, you had been able to anticipate 1t was goling to maks
et turm fo the L't Instend of Te the right, wiat weilld Yo
have thought the result would be?

&, T am afraid I can't say anything mors to that than probably
closer, It would have to be calculated. The ship at that speed
and that short distance would have tc be calculated mighty close
to avoid collisione.

227 Q. Perfiaps 1 didh't. . milks my gquestion exactly clear, The
poinmt is: If you had the colin &t ChAat poimt would you have
ordered a left turn at the Lime the HOBSON turnsd left and it
had bheen in the sawme position?

sy VBN S SHEIELS

228, Qe And had you known somebody was going to order that turn
what would vou have expected To happsn? Would you have considered
it dangerous?

&, Yes, zir. I wouldn't say that I would have expscted a
collision, I would nave expscted the two ships to get mighty
close to each other.

GLOSQ—sﬂamid%géeﬁ by counsel representing Lisutenant Commander
Tiernev:

229. Q¢ The line of inquiry which the interested party was
pursuing is rather interestlng, If I remembsr correctly, they
were discussging whether or not you would have turned right when
the commanding officer of the HOB3ON actually turpes lefts 1A
making that decision, Lieutenant, would the relative position and
the relative heading of the two salps have any bearing on your
decision?

A. Yes, sire

230. Qe Do you know what the headlng and the bearing of the
WASP was when the HOBSON turned left?
A, NWo, sir, I don't knowe

23l. &« Then how can you tell what you would have done if you
did not know what the heading and the bearing of che WASP was
when you were asked to give your opinions to a particular

situation?
4. Ho asked me Tirst, I belleve; if I had beewn a¢ Shé cemm, Li
I would have made a left turne

232, @ Yes, that's rig nts , _
KA. Yo npave =a coll¢s¢o wipgs nad to be drawing left when
we were on cours{iaiEs 1 i; ‘
CONFIDERRM T
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233, Q. Rapidly left or slowly left?
&, Depends how long it takss if the Ttwo shins got closer

together.,

254, Q. What would you call a rapid bearing rate?
4., How many degrees and how many seconds I can't say,

Q
fer
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o
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235: @o What would you define as a rapl aring
Lieutenant?

A. In answer to that question, I cannot say how many degrees
and how many ssconds. It would all depend on the circumstance
at the time. A& ship that was out at 50,000 yards might have a
slow bearing rate.

236. Q. If twe ships remeined on diametrieally oppeogite ece
the same speeds, the range would decrease, and the bearing rat
would be very raplid.

Ay Thatls righi.

237. Qs On the other hand, If two ships were heading on a
collision course the bearing rate would be constant regardless
of the range, would it not?

B e, sira :
' 238, Q. Then would you conclude that In making an estimate o
any given navigational situation you must first posbulate what
conditions are at the time to predict what the bearing rate wi
be, what the range rate will be? You have to assume certain
conditions, do you not? T

A, That's right, slr.

259, Qe What condltions were you assuming when you were esti
ting your maneuvers for the interested party of the WASP?

L. Ts this getting back to the guestion whether I would or
would noit turn laft at that point?

240, Qo What is your idea, Lieutenant, of what the relative
poaition, the range, the bearimg, the course, and the speeds o:
the ships were when the commanding officer of the USS HOBION s

WrEFT STANDARD RUDDER to 090%? Will you put that up on the b

COUNSEL POR LIEUTENANT % -l wretyy I if plesas the cout

I would like to interrupt counsel's dgusstioning. Aren't we g
over the same ground we covered wihen we identified this maneuw
ing board track, The board is an estimate of the location of
ship*s relative position, his conc?u81ﬁr that it was some 800

yar&s off the track,

COUNSEL FOR THE COURT: Counssl for the court will adwise i
court that counsel for Lieuvtensnt Commander Tiernsey should be

given full latitude in cross—examination, If he covers matter
that was brought out on direct guestioning he nertaln%g has th

privilege to go back over it to Test the witness! mﬂ:z:nr}and
his recollectiona




COURT: The court fesls that counsel for ILisutenant Commande
Tisrney should be allowed To contlnue.

WITNESS: I would 1like fo bring oub in this T wasn't watchin
the WASP at every moment of this manmever and this cne partisul
location is asbout the only one I can 01vu, {indicating on black
board) which was with the WASP about 20 degrees on our port bow

241l. Qe Do you know what her headling was at that time, Lieut
ant? Is that the heading you observed?

&, Wo, I don't know what her heading was.
242. Q. 20 degrees on the port bow?
B. Yes, =i¥, ' ‘

24%, @. The approximate relative bearing of the WAIP at some
time while you were on course 020 was 20 degrees port?

) Qiﬁht, sir, The only way that I can Imagine that you cou
get a hsading of this ship without asking them what their headi
was with volce communicatlons would be to know you were on 09G,
that 270 was right dead behind, your new course 260 lies just ¢
vour sitarboard duarter, -

tel

244, Q. That!s right.
A. The only way L knOW'that you can do that 1s to see how m
aof the =i1de of the eireralt carrisr or ship i= ppen o Your
vision. If you car gsee the whole slde ol the ship it must be
going that way,.

245. Q. Is it easy to tell, Lieutenant, when vyou see the whe

side of an aircraflt carrier?
. I won't say when ¥you ars dead 90 degrees on their beam, 1

81r.
246, @, If you are 45 degreeg, have a Target angle of 45
degrees, is 1t easy to tell whether it is 45 or 30 or maybe 6O
4. At a thouwsend yards 1t should ot be too hard, sir; I des
thinlks.

247. Q. No, that is probably right. AL a thousand yards yo
might get a good idsa.

Ao IF it was a destroyer or something of that nature I imag
it would be pretty hard.

248, Q. ILisutenant, we have another way, I think, of gettin
the target angle of the aircraft carrier and that 1s 1 we con
sider when the aircraft carrier started her turn and how long
had been in the turn. We would be able to calculate what the
target angle was at that point, would we neot?

4, Tat's right. 7T would also like to say If there had bse
an accurate plot at all times.

[y

Q. I was going to ask you if there is any way you coul
connect that 20 degree bearing which you have just put on ths
blackboard with any other fact which you have already stated
vour teatimony. You are on course 090, to refresh your memory

ou lock up and you see that carrier bearing Z0 degrees relat
to the port bow. -
4, I don't know, - R b
board.  This _
£K3’wr5§}
SECURITY' INFQ

;.-1. c_»j !_n.

t checked 1L on a man vari
Fl1ly, 1s an approximations




200, Qo That . is understood, T think it is all understeed-
that wnless you otherwise specify these are approximations. I
you spcken to me about this case previously?

A4, Yes, some, but not in boo much detail.

251: @ I am just trying to refresh your memorv. I have sc
notes which I jotted down at that time. Did you say something
this effect In the course of our interview the day before yest
day: Y@e swung to 090 from 130, past to 082, and back te (Qg2%
Words to that effect?
e XEmy Blrs ,

282, @& Did I not then ask you the guestion at that time, ¥

you swung past to OBZ and went back te 080 did you by any chax

loek up and see the carrier? S i
A, 8% that Cime? ‘

203, Q. Did T ask you that guestion?
Se T dontt roeeell, Sil. :

254, Q. All right.
4, You mignht well have., I don't recall.

=N

255, Q. How long were you on course 090 would you estimate’
d¢ T estimate that at about two minutes.

2568, @, Two minutes on 0907
A. That's right, There again if is an approximations

57, @« From ths time you steadied down or until the time 3
t

Lo
Fiwrst started to swing to 090?
n, T am sorry, 1 can't answer tThat,

€

258, @, How long were you on couvsea 130F
A. Two minutes or a little lesse. -

208 Qo If your add twp'mioutes or & Little lsss that yok W
on course 130 to the two minutes on course 090, how many minu
does that make altogethert

4., 3 minutes, 30 or 40 seconds to 4 minutes.

260 Q. A% the end then of 3 minutes 30 er 40 ssconds %o 4
minutes, according to your estimate, the commanding officer o
the HOBSON said WLEFT STANDARD RUDDER,™ 1s that correct?

‘A, The order was given fer LEFT ST&ND%ED AUDDER.  Ne, it w
four minutes after the change of ceourse to 130, It was somed
less than four minutes.

261. Qe It was something less. Can you tell me how much 1
A. Tt must be about 20 seconds lesse -

2.0

Q. ¥ seconds lesa?

As Yes, sivs ; .
285, Qe 98 thepn, at-tha snd of 3 minutes and I er 4 seads

from the time oP;une execute ths commanding offizmer of the U,
HOBSON for SumEifﬁdSOn gaid mLEF'I' STPANDARD RUDDER™?

Ao
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273, Qe Could yoi estimate The time very roughlyf®
e Hp, &,

274s Qe+ The purpose of my asking the questieon, Lieutenant, was
to gsee 1T 1T made any difference whether or not the commanding
efficer said LEFT STANDARD and thes FULL, but of course you can't W
answer that guestion.

A, If I estimated ift, glr, 1t would be grabbing a figure
out of the 3sky.

275, B, From your geneval récellesetich ef tha seQuenve ol
rudder angles given at this time, do you belisve the rudder ever
paused in its swing left?

b Prom 090 to the Eims of cellision, yes; 3ir, I do; becawse

I AMDARD, Just
about that time was The order to lincrease To LEFT FULL and HARD
HUDDER, There would havs been a pausee.

2M0: Q.+« Would the phnde them be a very short paupet? .
A, Yes, zir, Actually it was almost like a lazy steersman
coming to HARD LEFT RUDDER.

277. Q. Speaking of laziness, Lieutenant, was there any confus=
ion on the bridge at this time?

&, We, sir, I don't think so. It kappencsd almost toe gquick
for anybody to realize what happened.

278, @+ Did the Captain shout more than usual?
ot G, I EEdE _

£79. Qe Did he appesr exclilted?

A, Just wmen he called for the last two orders to LEFT FULL and
UARD LEFT and ALL ATEAD SNERGENCY FLANK, I wouldn't ¢all that
shouting. It was singing the orders out loud to make sure they
would be heard.

280. Q. From your general observation on human behavior would
you say that the Captain throughout this evolution acted with
delliberation?

As Yes, sir.

28ls Qe May I sunmarize the scope of our testimoeny sc far for
time sequences? 'On the emecute, 0 time, the HOGBSON cawme right
to course 130 and increased speed to 27 knots. At approximately
1 minute and 45 seconds bthe order was given come left to course
090. Approximately 1 minute 45 seconds later the order was given
LEFT STANDARD RUDDER. This was approximately 3 minutes 30 ssconds
after the execute., 36 seconds later the ship had arrived at the
approximate heading of 000 and that would be time 4:06, |
ks Thatis BLaht, €12, 5

82 Qe That 13 approximately what we have covered?
o That's right, sir.

)




aBds ds You menbletiad zeveril rapses, Lisubermant, JIf 1
remember correctly they were 1700 yards, 1240 yards and 760 yards.
Now the last range of 760 yards occurred approximately how long
before the collision, de you think?

As I estimate at the time, sir, 1t was Just about the time we
put our rudder over lelft. - A8 I 381d, st that ftime it may have
beern plus or minus a few 3econds.

. yeoman, first class, U, 3. Navy, entersd
as reporier.

283. Q. You are quite sure, Lieutenant, that range was not
quite a bit later, a few seconds befdre collision.
L, That do you call s Tew seccnds in this case, sirt

284, Q. 20 seconds?
4., 20 seconds would be about right.

285, @« 20 secconds would be about right?
A, Wait just a moment, sir.

286, ®. Take your vime by all means, this is important.

A, Piguring from the range, sir, betwsen the two ships we
cavered a lLitble over hsll the range and the WASP covered a
little lsss than hall of the range coming together, ~ Flgures
about 30 seconds. ‘

287, Q. 30 seconds. All right. ¥ow, you said that you took =
you had two other ranges, one precegding rangs being, if I am
correct, 1240 yards?

A+, Thatts right, gir, I don't know ¥here alorg the course thai
came froms

288, Q. At what interval of time do you think those ranges -
the 7860 range and the 1240 yard range were recsived on succeeding
sweeps of the antennaf?

L, ATter the collision we checked the Sugar George on the
HODMAN, which I helieve to be identical gear, ln ths same positier
and timed the rate of sweep. It was on 135 second sweeps, sip,
that is, of course, trying to stop a stop watch coming around

. .-:'- e - 2 3 - l,_ {‘.YL b :}2 :‘T {,}.Tt b "5
you might miss two seccnds. It might be lz, it migh 8 L
seceonds - it is in that neighborhoode.

289, Q. Now, the last range was received, we have estimated,
30 seconds befcre collision?
A. Thett's right, sgir,

290. Q. We have estimated that the next preceding range was
receivaed 43 seconds -~ 50, plus 137
f. ML FIZNE; Eii, :

291. Q. 43 seconds - iIn the last 43 seconds the two ships
closed 1240 yards, all times being approximate?
i+ That 1s about »ighi, sir.

ALC 3¢




202.: Q. Was the third precsding range talten on a swsep =
geding sweep of the radar? .

&, T think so - T db mot khnew., From 1200 o 1700 1s apowrox-
imately the same as 780 to 1240, which was taken on one sweap.
I would assume it was on the next sweep of The previcus swesp.

293. Qs On that assumption and only on that assumption, the
range between the Wi3P and HOBSON 56 seconds before collision
was 15 to 17 hundred yards.

A, That would be right, gir. Taking into
oo, sir, that pip was Jumping pretty faat an
camlog toe greats on the gear Bo Lty %o osmler
have to estimate where the center is - the pip was fading by
then. You ean be out a few yards.

sideration here
he I'loat was
sl

,-.

L/
.

a

294, Q. Speaking of that =-
&, Of course I was not in combat; [ don't know how n"cur*atu
it was, I am merely quoting ranges that came ito me from combat,

295s Qe Could you give me the approximats length of the HASP
approximately?

R, Woat I jullss It T kel MNime Bimdred Fedb, sirs

296s Qe I think that is reasonable -~ approximately thrse
hundred yards is the lsngth of the WASP? '

£, That's zight; sirs :

297. Ge Now, 1f yot. fook a radar bearing of e« ship thres
hundred yvards, approximately, broadside at a range of 12 hundre
vards roughly, could you approximate the possible bearing error

of a radar bearing?
d: Closing a3t that ratel

298. Qo A beafing - You're at 1200 yards, let's say, there i
no closing, the ships are sfationary, but there is a ship like
the WASP at 1200 yards broadside to you at that radar range; no
from the length of that ship what is tThe probable variastion be-
tween the varying on the left - pord, 1laft bearing and the bsar
ing an ithe right = Foughly?

4s; T de not-Enhw, sir, I never gperated this raddr gear
nevar took radar bearing on the gear. The only thing I

was ©the repeater for navigation, sir.

298 Qe I s%e, In the courss of your ltestimony this morning
which was very complete, you mesntioned that the commanding
officer of the HOBSON reguested thse WASP for instructions as
whether or not he should take recovery station 2, is that ths
ight phraseology?

&s T dor'd mow if I gk it guite that way, sir. I ratheér
think I said, he inguired of the WASP if they desired the HORBSC
to tale #lght plane station 2 for Tecevery ol airoralts

I

Q

200, 49+ Dld you hear the Pesponse of The WRSP Do thatft

8, I cannot say definitely that T did - I am not sure what
the WASP said. I assumed it from what we did = thers was a
reply. ves, =i

g%%a’ﬂ“m ’iﬂrﬁﬂ @P\g =




SECURITY

801s Qo Them,; if I remember correctly, the coumsel for the
court then asked you whether or not there was any other signal
from the WASP after that communication and your answcr was to h
ffeet “Phere was mane sp Tar ag Fou Hesbd™y '

A, As well as I remember, sir, I said I do not know myseif
cf a signal--I do not remember hearing a &ignal, But aa. I just
gstated it was told me by some péoplz on the RODMAN there was a
ignal and both of the plane guard ships ROGERED for the signal
do not remember the signal.myselfu~1 do not remember ROGERING
for it=-~I don't remember hearing it. I canmot definitely say
there was a signai~-I do not remember anything about g

Hm

G« You cannot rem@mber definltely the WASP replying to
HOBSON's request as to whethsr or not they ﬂouﬁa take pla
guard? *

Ao The answer Lo the question ig I do not remembar. That wa
the snswer, I naver did know what the answer was, I naver
hear the answers,

303s Qe Did you move about the bridge?
Ao Yﬁs, B®. g .

304, Qe Woull your movements about the bridge sccount fo% th
fact that you distinetly heard the signal J"‘on,ﬂnm,e the ManZzve
but imdisbinetly beard the a)mmunlcatLOmes ubsegquent commumicatb
from the WASP?

ki Way I iry jo e lelpn #ry I heard the first two signals
clearly and not Ehﬁ.laSu two?

AT %a Sul":’iljfe i N

A, On the first signal Mr,. i d was the Junior gfficser o
the Decle He had the coon. I was the O0fficer of ths Deck. As
such T assumed thet I was fully resdponsible for the ship althew
the Ceptein was on the bridge at the time--he did mot have the
conn, &and as lang as my JOOD had it, I would assume complete
responsibillty for the ship. I was fully alert for signals.
When the first signal was put in the air I took the conn ef the
ship and being the 00D and having the comn I was sespeclally ale
for signals, and the execute, which was executing the second
signal, when the Captain took the conn. The next communication
between the two ships was a question from the HOBSON tc the WAS
which was not asked by me as I was not conning the ship, I did
not particularly listen for the answer,

308, Qe You do not wish to imply-~-to be construsd to mean th
you are less alert when the Commanding O0fficer has the comn as
when you had the eongf

4, No, sir, If he had told me, "Nr. (O, will you please
£find out if the WASP wants us to take the night plane position
for recovery,” I would have sent Tthe message and inguired 1f th
WASP wanted us to do that, I would have besn listenlng for the
signal, I would have kept a lookout--so forth, T wasn't talki
to the WASP-~I was not paying any attention to the communicatie

hetwesn ths two,

~’F®RMAT§ON




307. Qe In the early afterncon--sexeuse me, in the sarly even:
was there any communication between the WASP and the HOBSON and
the RODMAN~-was there any communication concervning truck lights

As There had besen.

308s Qo Could you summarize for the court the gist of those
wnesgages? :

As I do not recall which ship called us—=which ship, whether
it was the WASF or-—-the ?ODMAN did not call umwaommllev 6a.

I believe celled us. Both, ComMinDiv 62 and the WasP called the
HOBSON and inguired ofm~ona inguired if we had our alircraft
warning lights burning-~the othsr dlreuted us to turn them on,

I answered both of those messages, Told them=-the one dirscthi
tha uney‘werr burning=~and the other ons 1nquiﬂed if thevy wers
burning and I gave them gn affirmative on it, One of the two
ships asked me if the lights were shielded and I gave them nega-
tive to that, sir, I do npt remember wnhich ship sent which
NesSsag8s

300, @. Was the WASP at any time at a range much greater thar
3,000 yards?

A 835, slre

310« Qs Was this at the time they made this inquirye-concern:
running lights-—-truck lights?

&y, It was in the sawe genseral tims, yss, sir. The range
opened one time Tto almost 4,000 yards,

3311 Qo 4,000 yards; de you know that of your own personal

knowledge?

4, No=-mait a minute; no, sir, it was not, as I recall the
inguiry was before the WASP launched airceraft that night and
the range opencq to almost 4,000 yvards when we came at the new

course 102°

312, @ Was it dark when this inquiry was made?

A+ Yes, sir, I don't know whether this wonld be of any walue
but the HOBSOW, to Thes best of my knowledge, was the only ship
with alrceraft warning lights fore and art Instead of athwartsh

You could pick the HOBSON ocut regardless of where she was,

3

313, B - DBocause of the fore and afi posiftion of the iights ez
the HOB3ON 1t is qulte pogsible that the relative positionsz of
the WASP and the HOBSON wculd have caused the HOBSON's lights i«
be blocked off?

A. To the RODMAN do you mean?

214, Q.  Ne, to the WASPT

. Nd, gir, I don't Eiink 80 I have cole basok te the FOBS(
at night from just about every angle, tied up at the dock, moor
and anchored, antd we looked for fore and aft aircrarft warning
lights; I never had any trouble seeing the lights burning on the

shine
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lwould 1T take lonmer B0 go Ffrom this polnt te the Puris

.

326 Qs To go from {indicating) this point to that point or
er 3

4 It would take longer from 1500 yards, sir,

p) | = =5 - a1 30 Fas -
qﬁ;?e e Then 1efe1f1ng o this diagram. If the commanding
cfficer had calculated the distance which m ssed ahead of ths WA
gt The basls of & 120 yard tuming circle, 1 aould the digtance
pe %raater or less if the fturning circle of the WASP hed been
in fact; 1500 p=rds?®
A. ALt what time was this calculation made?-«just hefore he
ordered Left Standard Hudder here, sirf--thirty seconds before
the collisiom. Before the signal was put in the air?

B8, Qe Om this diagrame-con Exhibit 60, this is the track of
the times of execublon, does the HOB3ON sver cross the bhow of the
3 o 2]

Actually, or in the sclution to the preblem as it was
figured®?

330, & I asked if the track of the HOB3ON ever crossed the
bow or the extended track of ithe WASP? : .
4+ Cartainly, sir, the WASF @uwb us ih half, 1t hed ®o & ress

weir bow bto have Tthe collisions

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LIEUTENANT COMMANDER TIBRENEY: I withdraw
the guestion.

x [ 1 ] - - ’-u
331, Qe What do yon mean "mooring board solution¥e¥manssveri
board solution?
A, Solution to figure whal course Lo uss at a certain speed
or what speed to use at a certaln course, mante verin g & ship T&

2 certain positblion.

332, Q. Is that the relative movement or the geographical

movenent ¢

A. Relative movement, Well, now, 1t is done actually by

piclting a ship up in ons spot and sitti_g it down in another
sed

spote~guiding every movement—-your sp and so forths

333, Qe I refer o Exhibit Number 59, and read in part there=
from as follows: YIHEREFCRE SUCH EVOLUTIONS AS FORMING UP (CHMA
CHANGING SCREEN CMA AND CHANGING STATION ASSIGHNMENT SHOULD BE
PERFORMED IN MOST EXPEDITICUS MANNEE X 3 # # PROMPT AWD RESOLUTE
ACTION PAREN EVEN AT THE EXPENSE OF AN OCCASIONAYL MISTAKE PAREN
I8 A HALLMARK OF (G00D DESTRCOYER OUTFITS X LET US HAVE MORE OF
THEM®, Now, in view of that message, do you persist in your

lltastimony this moening, in your opinicn, that is, under the cirf-

cums tances you would have taken comparatively slow action, is

that correct?
@ - TF I aet e connf

VAL - EL?@ -
2 Mﬁﬂ'ﬂ@h

— T T



334 Qe If you had the conn?
A Yes, sir; I think so«==I know sce

38, Qo Why?
¢+ To keep things like this cellision from happening, sir.

336. @« Do you think there is an extra element of hazard in
this mrticular situation?
I T T G :

337e & Why?
&, The bow of the two ships came together, sir.

338s Qe Will you draw the relative positions up on the board
off the two ghips at the start of the manue ver?

Ths court then, at 1505 recessed until 1515, at which time it
reconvensde

Presanti 411 Tthe menbers, comngel for the cowrt, all ths
partiss toc the inguiry, and the reporter.

No witnessss not otherwise connected with the inquiry were
mresents

Ileuntenant @3/k9 v+ Ue Se Naval Reserve, a
party, the wictness on the stand when the recess was taken rsspe
the seat as a witness, and was warned that the cath previously
taken by him was still hinding, ;

(Cross-exanination by counsel representing Lieutenant Command
Tisrney, continued:)

33¢, Q. Now, Lisutenznt, if you reverssd the eourse of the
aircraflt carrisr teo the »ight, does its path aporcach that of
ths HOBSON? |

B Yaa, iy I ths HDSECON somtlumesd md ItE ©eUrZs, ailvrs IF
that the way you mean it, sir?

3400 Qo Yese
B Yes, S92

o |

St e Ba Id ;hat the reason you said it was hazardous?
i Tha mdﬂgaver as signalled was not hazardous

=3

342, Qe It was not?

A, MNo, sir. The signal was, ag given, the Turn signal, B
s S 2 A
range we were oub from the shipe-there was nc hazard there at

34%. Qe Doctrins is, on a turn-=-on a turn signal the ships
turn tognther?
A, _L»—\.h L», s8ir e

. adfy G Aecordin ng o your ir tnrpr etation of the Smchal, it
incumbent on both the hOBSOM and the WASP To change course
simultaneously~~5to courss 2§ 0?

\'\ M




A4 That 1s what the signal said, sir. The signal was giver
the execute for the aignal was given which means as far as I
know, all ships wnder s tactical command do this. OF course,
this changing station came into the picture too,

345, Qs How did it come into ths plctu

&:; The captain rsguested of the carrie
to take ouwr recovery station.

T they desired us

346s Qo If the Commanding O0fficer of the HORSON had not don
tha% he would have maintained ﬂiq position?®
As We would have maintained our range and True bearing,

.
e
=

o

h

@

3475 Qs If you had had the conn yoéu would have exscuted
turn and awaited further instructions?

s Wo, sir; I wouldn't say that either. I think that T wou
follow right along with the reasoning in asking if it is desir
that we take our recovery station~-night recovery station. I
not disagres with that at all. That, as far as I can ses, is
logical thing to do. I think the only disagreemsnt in this tk
is the manner 1n which the statlon was to be taken.

Bse Qe Well, I asked you why you disagreed i
taking the station and you said because the mann
was hazardous, is that correet?

4., Yes, sir. It was in dirvect contrast Te doetrine,

n thes manner o
gr in tasismg 1

349, Qe It was ‘
As Tuun, 3ly. L think the doctrine states that when ships

are mansuvering that you should all keep the bow of your ship
at lsast five degress outside of the bow of the next ship,

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LIEUTENANT COMMANDER TIERNEY I ragues
that the court be closeds

At thisz point the court gat with closed doors.

The o*ess and soectstors wilthdrew from the courtroom,
Os Ga I Pead into the record from USF=4, Sesction ©24,
ticn units reguired to perform an evolution within the for
1, or when changing from one formation %o anothe in obedi
2 nannuverwno signal, will do so on the basis of a masnsuver
ard solubien Lo the problem. Courses which cross cless szhes
o ther shlpq should be avoided., Turns should be made away f
rather than toward other ships. Slow speeds should be avoided
when submarine danger exists or when the maneuvver will be dels
by the alow speed of the evelution unit,* I ask if in your
opinion, the signal to take statlon was a mansuvering signal?
L. I do mot think the WASP was directhting us to take statioen
right then, no, sir., We asked 2 questien il they desired us
to take that stetion. I think that there was an answer, was s
affirmative. However, I do not know that they said to take st
at that time or desired we complete the maneuver; but that it
be left up to the commanding officer of the ship, I do belleve

or the Cfficer of the Declit,

CONFIR
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%51, Q. I continue wlth the quotation and ask you this
questions In view of the message of ComTask Element 88.1.4, do
you believe that the eclause "Courses which cross close ahsad of
other ships should be avoided” was in any way affected?

A, Going back a little bit on bhe maneuvering board solutior

352, Q. Will you pleass answer the questien? The gusstion
was: In view of ComTask Element 88.1.4%s message, do you beliss
that this phrase “Courses which cross close ahead of other ship:
shoeuld be avolded™ was in any way aflected-~-was in any way
rendered null--any way nullified?

As HNo, sir; there was never a course lald To cross shead of
another ship, There was never a course plotted Te cross the bom
el another ships ‘

5555ﬁ Qe The commagding orficer's solution of the problem =
L., Newver crossed the bow of the WASP, Wot in the solution

the problem, sir,

354, Q. You wonld hardly concur in the solution to the
commanding officer's problem?

A, VYes, sir; I wholeheartedly disagree with it, I didn't a
wlth the thing before the first signal was put in the air that
night, I stated that, I think. : :

55, Qe Why did you not concur in 14?2
Bo Simply as I have stated, gir, the WASP turned to the rig
--we turnsd o the left, they came here (indicating), we came
hare on the solution with a thousand yards between uwa. I it
would have worked it would have put the two ships, the two bows
at 25 knobts., You have a good. chance of opening or closing when
you get two hows that close, you Tind yourself in a dangsrouns
situation. At 25 kuots it is a little late to de anything abou

358, Qs Is that situation at all pertinent to thls?
By oL ESEEE | e .

357. Qe That course was nsver followed?
A, I knowe. .

358, Q. Your observation has no relevancy. The commanding
afficer dtdntt dnp that¥

&, That's right, sipr.

350, Q. Do you kmow why?

4, Heo, air; I donti,

360, Q. Why, at that time did he not execute the manesuver

he had originally planned?
Ao e Bl LSTGE -

SECUR




561; Q’,ﬁ YSBG

A, I don't know, sir. If the closest point was 800 yards
-~if he turned left he would be at best 100 yards off thesir port
beams I never thought that left turn or left rudder would be

given--~it would nsver enter my mind,
At this point the court sat with open doors,

362, @ Did yvou relieve Lieutenant {jg) vf{g af e watel om

the evening in question?
As Yoz, sgir. He had The 1800 to 2000~~I rselieved him,

63, Qe Did he tell yeu that the turning cirele was 1200 yard:
&y Mo, sir=-no, sir; he d4id nots That notice had been on
the bulkhead for two cr three days.

364, Q. Two or three days? '
4. Yes, sir. That came from the Commander of Task Group 88,1

Next question is numbsred 368 in error. No guestions or answe:
are omitted from The record.

The court then, at 1535, adjourmed until 0837, Monday, 12 May
15 E. '
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THIRD DAY
U. 8. Naval Supply Depot,
Bayonne annex,
O 8« Naval Bass,
Hew York, Hew York,
: jonday, 12 May 1952
47
1 sl (2l o
fhe éeovurt met at 0837 . \< &7
i [ 7 .
| Prgseritit e %
g A = e B R Y (\—L ):\_F'-’
' ‘Rear Admiral Qb» ,F_W_H_. g U. B Hewy,
f Rear &dmiral © %K. ~U. 8. Navy, and
| Rear Admira . s Us B. Havy, members,
Lieutenant Commandsr S s U. 8. Naval Fesery

counsel for- the ofirt.

CommandsTr : C A e B Nawy, aditinsr to somnssl Fc
the coORT LS

Iieutenant : y L @ flaval Beser¥a, qagishabl 16
pounsel ©or e ¢oTTh,
E Cantain ‘ ‘ - » We 2« NavF, pariy o The
L inguiry ald 1is counsel.
i
| Commpander 1y Ue-8B+ Wavy; counsel repressniihe
Lisutenant pomrﬂﬁde William J, Tierney, W. &. Havy.
Lieutenant . ol ; T. 8. Faval Reserve; JaTty 9
the inguiry and his counsel

Lisutenant ‘ ‘ s U. B Haval Heserve, party te ths

; Fnguiry and His counsel.

e

i Wawyr, Vepirisz.

=

yveoman, second class, U.

H

ure:

o witnesses not cotherwise connected with the inguiry were

[F ° .
Lisutenant Fay UcB. Kaval Reserve, ths wiki
tand when the court adjourned resumed his seat as a witn

sn Ghe =
annd was warned that the oath previously taken by him was stil
hinding
f Cross-axamiration continued by counsel representing LCBE Tiern
368. ¢. Lieutenant, as I understood your testimony on Saturday
the HOBSCH had besn conducting screening operations during that «
A, That's wright.

369. §. &nd the previous night, RS
bperationg? Plane guard duty?
#e Not that I recall, sir.
370. Q. Would you briefly summarize the general employment of
ST 1 &

HOBS 0K during the preceding 48 hour periods?

A. I an afraid I cap't go through it in e chrefpléglical srder.
Bome of He GuuWSS ve were periorming, we were wotking in the so
Tt one V'én and vent*oUt;tO conduct tracking
exerci =l




371, &, Was thig on the day prior to the ecollisien or en the
day of the collision?
A, T denlt Eosh, giF,

372, @, You conducted tracking exereciges or the day of the
collisiony

A, I don't reesll, gir, We left the group about 9 o'clnel
in the evening, went out about 50,000 yards and came back in,
I do mot recall if that was the night bsfore that we went out

=

and We came back in Saturday morning or not,

373, Q. In other wordg, your reeolleetion of the events of f
day prior to and the time of the eellisison is quite hazye

B 188, BiF, LT 48,

374, Q, But your recollection of the events at the time of f
colligion ig extraordinarily good, is 1t not?

A, Mot in a1l reaspeets, no, gir, I may be able te remembs
gquite well what wag taking place at the time - the coursgs
steered, Of course, thisg is a matier of some 4 minutes to
gollision and not 48 hours,

Cross-—examinsd by Lisutenant {S’Q’, a party:

375, Q. Mr, Y'e | when the HOBSON came to course 082G, you
went into the wheel house at that time to check the capiain's
solution, lg that correct?

A, Well I didn't sexaetly g0 1m to ehesk hig selutien, I
went in and "took the maneuvering sheet that he had his solutic
on and checked to see where 020 would put us in relatien %o
the WASP - how close Wwe Would pass, 020 was not on the solu-

tion,

376, 9. And your conclusion at that time Was that yeu would
pass Witbin BDO vardg of the WASPY ‘

A, Approximately 80C yards,
Fandtova !

397, @, Was that a port to port esasaskag situatﬂen?
A, Fary to porsg,

@ @ e wiiEE another reasen why you did not antieipate a
left tura on ths part of the HOBSONg
A, Gertainly, .-

379, Q. Now, on that 080 eourse, eould you see the bow waves

of the WASP at any tims?%
A I ap afrald I dide't lpek for it, I don't kaew ¥ it

could have been posgsible or not, but I did not pay that muech
atbention Fo 1%

380, Q. Could you see the outline of the WASP?

e

39" I -eould see the genersl outline of the ship, yes, sir,

381, Q. And you saw its truek lights?
That's right,

o

382, @, €n that ceurse, did you get any re?arts on the brids
of the EOBSBON from your lookouts?
A Hot that I reeall, mo,




?wenu to .Char rieston; was in Charleston about twoe dayg, and from,
?there'we ‘Wwent back to Norfolk:; rather into degaussing ﬂange' A

o the other parties. the counsel foxr the eouri, and &

SECURST

383 Q, Di& ygu ge+ any “enorts from vour lookouta Priars . e

the" 0017181on?

A, “"He' g hht that Y eap remember, I think the lookguts

were busv wahchwn@ aircralt

‘ EBQF_QRGHOW many look00|s did you, haya?
‘_ﬁj = TWH
Cfoss~e?am1ned by, Lleuteﬂant . . w8 DEPEYR
368 My, " you testified preV1oua1y that Lieuteisht

dommapdeﬂ'flerney Telieved ‘command of the HOBSON ‘on 17 March

111952, "'This collldfon ocedrred the 26th of April, Do you remem
;generally the employment of the ship during that period?, What
opérztions you had had at sea after he assumed command?

L Captain Tlerney relleved Captain in Morfolk, The

g
ship came back out with two degtroyer escorts, two DE's, We d1

 submaring, .or ASW worlk,K for, I believe, one day., At that time

we Wer'e aw$ected Lo S?ll to GhafleSuOﬂ and we operated in extre
Y heavy seas and our sonar gear was damaged, We wers ordered
Draceed to CGherlegston to have this Work taken care nf, The ghi

e

vight “badlk to Charleston, In .Charleston we were drydocked and

[

| the sonar work wag Lakén care s The bottom cﬂmparrments ‘and

do Torth, ‘adjacent to 'the skin of the ship, were air tmaucq an
g0 Iorbh wbile Jve were in drydeck, . The Board qf. Idspeutinn an

ﬁSurvey con&ucted theiy 1n3D50u10n of the HOBSCM, Jogt gensral
yard werk until, T belisve, the 18th of April, On the 16th or

17th .of April - on the. 17th of April we Loadea;amyunitien and
went o Pler Able Mins Craft, Cnarleqton and stayed there unt
We sal1ed for tne Nedlterraﬁean the. morninv of the 21s%t,

386, @, Had you known Cgptain Tierney prior to the time he
reDOfuPd,aboafa the P@BSOR : g
"iﬁgdﬁ To‘ T dld nOu i

" eie ROQber:Of 0ffieérs Li1dt -of the U.S. S'“H”Bﬁbﬁﬁﬁdéjéubmitta
vbhe cou
gnd by Jﬁeatenapt S paxty, onered in ev”aeﬁceb"

There being no obJee+lon :4§;Wa% go received and ig .appended.

‘mQP ed&Exhiblt =y

387, Q,'T show you a‘dd@ﬁménf wHidh hes been marked Exhibit 6

-and sk Jou AFf . you cen . LOegtily that document?® What does it
purport [to bet . ' ' o

-l A Reter of OfTicerc U,s.5. HCBSCH,

388, Q. Dees that Roster inawcate the duties of each 6ffiger,
aooard? ; BT -
By Yes, it does,
. UBQ, Q. Iq the  's+er correct so far ‘58 “the names of tHe offi
a¥e coneerred. and‘theLﬂ dutiesy
A} &g far ad I know, it ia, gir, The last week, im fac%t,

£

afte&.we’gap_pnderng,gﬁg@;n;wer¢,some changes in duties,




300, Q. What were those duties - or those changes?

= Well, Mr, Smith was takenrn out of the engineering departme
and put in the operations department where he took the electroni
gear along with him, so to speak, and assumed some extra Guties
in the opﬂrﬁtions deparfment Mr Was made & communica-
tions officer, to the besgt of my know‘edge About that time Mr,

m, . who wag communicator, was released from aetive duty, and
My, ssaumed some of those duties too,

221, @, Have those changes been indicatsd on that roster?

Al The ecommunicator is added, Mr, assumed those
dutiecs, ¥r, Smith as electronics while he wag still in the
engineering department, As it stands it is correct,

Q. As it gtande it is correct asg of the time of the colll

A, Yeg, sir,

&, @, Does the roster indicate the months abozard fer each
ic

1t déees, siT,

394, Q, Are those periods of time correct as of the date of th
‘gollision®

A, I think with the exception of Mr, = having been sboard
5 months instead of 4,

3886, Q. Will you mske that correction on the papsr
A, (Witnese did as reguested)

396, &, I notice that the name of one officer has been édded
in longhend to the shcet
A Lieutenant ¥Mclord, Mediecal Officer,

>

307, Q, What was his status abeard?
A, Dr, MeCord was the divigion doctor, attached to Mine
Division and in view of the fact thsat the RODMAN wsg rather

crowded in their wardroom, Dr, MceCord wzs in the HOBSON,

398, Q, Did he have any shipboard duties on the HOBSONe
A, V¥ell, none other than sick call and such as that,

399, Q, He was not congidered as a regular shipls officer, He
was attached to the Staff?
A, Yes, he was attached to the Staff,

400, 4. Mr, , you were the engineering officer?
A, YhatTe *tahd,

401, Q, Mr, Wolfe was the executive officer, is that correct?
A, At the time of the collision Mr, Wollfe was the executive
@iEil Bl

402, @, I am speaking of the period from the time you gsailed
from Charleston until the collision?
A, YTea, niv,

0&, Q, Who was the communicator?

gg owledge, M1, wog,
£y FF ’
137
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404, O, Was he also the custodian of the registered publicaw

tions?

B Ho, M, wag custodian of the registered publications,
405, Q. Who was operations off% ers?
A, Lieutenant, i &

405, Q, Mr, , 8t the time of the colligion, you had the
2000-2400 watch, Wag the Captain on the bridges during that entire
watch?

A, Yee, he was cloge, He stepped back into hie s=& cabin,

If he was in his sea cabin at all it wasn't eover 2 or 3 minutes,

407, Q, Was he on the bridge at the time you relieved the watch?
A Yes, sir, he was,

408, 9, When he first informed you that when you executed the
turn to go into the wind that he would take the conn?

A, Before the first gignal ever went into the airt Well, he
hzd completed his solution on-the maneuvering beard and at the
time he made the remark that he would like to go below snd get
a cup of coffee and I suggested that he go on down and get somé

coffee,

409, Q, Was that after you made your objection to the solution
he had worked up?

A, Vo, I was coming up to that then, I suggested that he go
below and have some coffee and after the signal wze put in the
air T would notify him, and if I wWas unable $o contact him I
would execute the ngnal of course, And the discussien came up
about if the WASP turned right what ‘would I do% I told him what
I would do on the turn, 'The discussion went on further then about
getting on station and so Torth, and that is when the gsolution was
brought up, He turnsd on the light and showed me the solution to
it, ATter it was evident that there wag a2 digagreement in the
golution of the problem, he informed me then that he would take
the conn when the signal came about,

410, @, That 1s after you told him what you wWould de in that
gltuation?
&, That's right, air,

411, 3, And there wags gome discussion conecerning the proper
course, and he told you that he would take the connt

A, That ia cerrsel,

412, Q. And he remained on the bridge from that time until the
time of the collision®
A, Yhat's righh,

413_ Q, IT you had been looking in the direction of the WASP, “b
could you hzve seen the WASP at all times?

A, I will say yes to that, because from the ti¥e the signal
wag executed we were within “OCO yards, and at one time we Were
out about 3800 yards, and the WASP was clearly visible then, Mot
clearly visible but you could see the autlwne of the ghip and

see her red truck lights,

CON”D
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414, Q, Did the visibility or weather change from the fime yo
lere 3800 yards until the collision occurred?
A Be, &ir,

=8

415, Q. Wae the executive officer on the bridge duflng thls £

= &

A No, sir, he was net,

a

416, Q. Was he sver on the bridge during your watch®
A, HNo, sir, he wasn't,: Not at-all,

417, Q, Do you remember whqt wag the lagt weord the bridge

received from combat®
A, The ‘1last thing that came up from combat was YRANGE 780

aﬂﬁs;“’ Combat had lost radar contact as it was toc c¢lese, Th
vag the last thing that came up,

418, @, Bo yeou Tememberl what your last comment to the captain

Wag Drlor to the c@lL;shon?

A, I think the. last thing I said to the eagptain direct was
that the ranges were closing too fast: aprroximately 500 yards
pn every sweep and:you ceuld tell it Was every sweep because.
thenrange. Was changing Ttoo fast, I made the remark to him that
uhe rangecg .Were elesing: too fast

419 = Hr . ¥ i bel’eve you have.tegtified that yeu wer:
abea”d the- HOBSCH for. ‘approximately 11 menths-prior to.the cel-

ﬂlq1on°
A, 11 monthg to the day,

420, 2. Your naval experience prior to that in the United Sta
Navy . COHSlSted of attendance at a dam:ge control school%

A, . Thst ig correot,

»

a2t g (@)l Is that the gsum totel of your United States Maval

éxpe“lence? ‘

A @f my Navy exper%ence
%22 Q, How long a schm@l was t 16 6amage control scheel? .
A, BuoWeeksy ' The entlre school wcs 8 weeks o of- whﬂen Was

5evotad to damage control

kggfwg‘ Were: yoa damoze con*rol of ficer aboaﬁd the- FOBSOW?

v Ay Yok sivg I th been damage contrel: assistant the fW“e
5 monthg: on’ board and -ag the- eng neeﬂlnﬂ of ficer ig-the damage
control officer, at the time of ¢ the ‘¢ollision I was eéngineering
prfiess andAdamage‘OOﬁtrol gffieer,

424, @, And had Dbeen for some b months?
L o LT

2

425, @, In yeur opinion, was there anything that could have
ceen done by the officerg or men abeard the HOBSON to have
orotected hery - Watertight integrity; say, to prevent the R o
zinking of; the ship, vnder the eilrcumsgtanceg?

t A, . Hwy TTdcnl t;thlnh so, I know that material conditien
Saker Was set te condition the ghip.




426. Will vou explain that, please? 'What does condition
BAKER mean?

de AL I and
were Z Fittings which are topside openings. DNot all topside opsen-
ings either. Half of the topsids fittings are X and Y, and below
decks, only such Fittings as guick-acting doors and scuttles.
guisk-acting fittings were Z and they were open. Fittings X and
¥, were all closed. I think that probably 1f the ship had re-
mained 1x tact at the time of the c¢ollision--I don't meau in one
piece, but if the skin of the ship, bulkheads and so forth,
hadn't torn loose and given way, the proper watertight integrity
would have beern lost anyhow. At the time of the c¢ollisgion, I
imagine the foremost thing in everybody's mind was to get out of
there and they were opening doors to do 1t.

%

¥ fittings are secured. The only fittings open

427. 2« That is an assumption. You don't have any persopal
‘mowlsdge?

A, T 3o know that the skin of the ship gave way. Ope of my
men told me he was in the enginesr's living comparimsnt in his
bupk, and the next thing he knew he was out of the ship in the
water and there 1s no ladder out of that compartment. You had
to zo forward through ithe first compartment and aft to the third
or fourth compartment to get out.

428, 4., 4nd the ofly way to et out, a8 he described 1it, w3
through the side of the ship?
s Lebs

429, Qo And in summarizing, in visw of your itwo months' course
of study in damage control, six months' duty as assistant damage
gontrol ofrficer aboard ths ship, and five months' as damage con-
trol offiger of the HOBSCH, the condition of the ship, so far as
doors and hatches and fittings, could not have had any effect in
the sinking of the ship under the eircumstances after being
gtiusk By the WESF , atgd actually broken inko twe perigl

ks T Apir't Bardly think s - E-domts thigk the sofditiow af
it would have hslped or hurt i%¥ at that time. I will state that
the knife edges on all the doors and hatches of the HOBSCON were
kept clsan and shined at all times, and I think that probably the
inapection raports of the HOBSOK will show that she had as clsan
knife edmes &3 any ship in the Mine Force or any ship in the
Navy. #e were always having a big arguement about buying rubber
and gaskets. I think they were on all the doors and haiches and

everything all the way through, and all had new rubber.

4%0. 4. How long were you in the water?
ds T thisk about Torty isutess

4%1, 2. You have previously testified;, I bslieve, that you wer:
piecked up by smwall boat from the RODMaN?
b, That's right.

s How big a boat was that? What type?
; Twenty-six foot whale boat.

=

43%, 4. Open whale boat?




434, Q, How big a crew did they have in that boat?
Bk Coxgwain, enginser, bosat offweer and auartermaster, T
belleve Here all that wos in it then,” I am not sure about the

bow hoog

435, Q, Do you know how many people were picked up by that
boat? F

2. T think sround 20 or 22 people were in the boat., I
know the boat was overloaded,

436, 2, Was that the total number of people counting the 4=-man

crew?
A, Ko, counting the 4~man crew, 1 would eay there were 28

¥

people, I know the RODMAN kept calling the boat back alongside,

437, Q. How long did that bost stay in the water? Do you know?
A, No, I don't know,

438, Q, Did it go back to the SCDMAN immediately after you
were plcked up?

A No, - well, as soon as they wers through picking up men,
a1l the men they could get in, -~ they picked up probably a halfl
a dozen after they took myself in, and went back to the RCLMAN
then,

4353, &, Hr, , you were the senior officer from the HOBSON
who wWas nlckad up since the time of the cellision, Have you had
any Quties or responsibilities in connection with the men from

the BOBSCie
A, Trying to keep them all in a 1ittle group,

440, @, Did that require much in the way of your time?
A, No, not necessarily, in keeping them together,
441, 3, I don't mean thst particular part, but any duties you
may have had in connection with those men?
A, Well, every minuvte of my ftime, so to speak, since the
collision had been utilized in oonjunction gither with mall,
etters to next of Xin or gomething along that nature,

( B

442, 3, What do you mesan by letters to n:
written letters to them?

A, Yer, ta, [-Thikk, Tirduaily €11 £k next of Xilm al khe
men who Were lOSf on the HOBSON |

mf of Kimg heve Jou

Reexamined by the eounsel for The court:

e, s MF, , would you describe the physical location of
the aircraft warning lights on the HOBSON that were burning on
the night of fthe ¢elliaion®

A, The aircraft warning lights were on the fore truck, They
were located Tore and aft,

444 Q. What ¥as the distance between thiem?

A, I am afraid I don't know sither what 1t should be or what
it wWas,

445, Q. ApproximateTy wha
A, I imagine 4 %

0

i55 the distance between then?
T dontt xnow exactly,

n
O
4
.;.‘?

a ™ER TN .
i C}x‘\dur'ilﬁ‘,ﬁi “\i




Yeé., Q. They were located fore and aft?
A That's =Liglit, alw,

[ WeZ, Q.

snip

However,

7 BT
T A

Vil : By TFO O 9 T :
Wd, Q. H the HOBSON pe pvated in any exercise since

Lieutenant Commander Tierney assumed command which would have
o | be plane guard for an &lrcrafl carrisr orlior T
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You don’t “ﬂqw wvhether at that times 1T w

}’“TT' :
Eontt Pecaltl. i

your al¥e
by Lhe hul“

closer to

ave spoken of a pisc
o -y

1 have stated that *here Wa S ier
that there was £ a Ta
use a tactical 1 ards.
Tou Uy coniuge & it by e
oma day or two before gecident and
1 diameter of 1200 va
i be possible because T d4id not read the dispatcl
ﬂwpioatinq mygell But I do know that there was
; on the bu klcgd over the chart table with
that operatis ppeell wpnld be 47 kmpts;
sed wotlld be 26w dder angle of a
eter of 1200 wards, which written on it "i% G
at was scratehed out and had "12 degrees" which we
: degrees! written on 1it.
gd the 1200 yard fifure Seen sératched ouk?
& rudder dAgle To use to get to 1200 yards

4460, Q. Had there originally been a figure on that Lo inmd:
tical dismeter of 1000 wards and that scratched out and
i en ol oo

nation how you
OFTﬂG these

P SemE -, &8

from memory the maneuvering boa:
1tenant Commander
rour Ltestimony?
gagily.

that we might have it at some
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Do wodd X 1le
DeELE] on hh took on

o

onn on that intenticn signal?
‘ G b Eow exatily what he did. He =Stayed piit &
‘ sferrt In the whas] Bonge, 42 [ ¢oms in. He «dthas wer
-*ﬂtﬂ the radar of clse he wewkt back on L aTtar corner O the
house .t Iyrglntteses 3
0 & i Lk

He was under instrucition?

448 Q Do yvou know whether Lieuvtenant \.iﬁ
Ons 588 @UEV“ '

4. HNpt et I lnow afe
migtaken, but T oon't thinik

How long had L

assigned
leave, He g
and he didn't

@, 0OFf the two wesks he = The how wmar

watech, so every third day

watceh 1ist had been apncroved bty the
L, \‘T.‘\

A &

en SUDJluEed by myself

think, with the ommandéi

he saw it because tq“

sat one man would be
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;, Yeoman, second class, U. 8. ¥Navy, ente:
as reporters

period the court reiera to is after the sxecute

485, @e The
was made and between that polnt and the collision you testifis
that the captzin asked apout taking plane guard station 2. We
thare any othsr algnal that you know of beside that or any

gxchanges of communications?
gz Mot €hat T Fr=eall wIpwt TIoN, Eif.
iy hsfe e captai Eive His eafdsks

= ili : ]
Ty

BFT STANDARD RUDDER, LERT FULL and HARD IEFT?
3 A ‘

487. &. You testifisd that the port alidade was cgbed Ups
| What do wou mean by that == that it was a temporary condition
or that 1t was permanently fogged?

A, I dont't know 1f there was moisture on the outside or
eondensation on the inglde, I think that it wes probaily mals
turs on the outside, sir. The alidads had been fogged on the
ship befors that vime, and when we wers 1in (Charleston last
time they were talken over aad eclesared up. I do know. that
when we sailed from Charleston that the alidades wers clear,

138, §. What reserve speed of 27 knots did the HOBSON have
with two bollers in use?
A« A knot anc a half, . Maybe @ 1ittle over a knct and a half

Not much,.

B

Qe Did the HOBSON or the WASF use any whistle or sound
during these mansuvers?
t think 86, Mg, =iz,

-

o

£ 490. §. On approaching & hazardous position or FHEEEE shellewt| Fil
fthe collision, did the HOBS(OK or the WASP turn on AT ﬁavigath
lights - - by that, the court refers particularly to side $iﬁ;'
or running lights? i

by The BRPRSATHN Q14 nat, @iz I

) ‘ L I donfi PeecRll . ks
WASPe If they did, I didan't ses the -

&
Me The HOBSOW dié not, s

491. Q. Lieuts 1dnt ¥rlo I refer you to Exhibit number

29 which is a signal 1rom Task Porce Commandsr s, Tk
arrect that Bhig SWgnal exempted the plane guarding vesssls?
As Yes, sir, the message says, ”EKCSOD when on station or !
rving as plane guard." It does exempt plane gsusrds. sip

Thet was sen® sut to the secpsen, Aotually, it Eas meént*és a
msssaze to The screen. : -

- }._I.\

4924 Qe In other words, Admiral (} message to be promph
rn taking snatl q dll nou ap07v to tile plane guards? )

B
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493. @. Refresh your memory, if you &18”@

e W
Ao He says in hsere that - = =-.

494, e Eet's gut the answel resd the nsssage.
4ll right, sir. No, sir, he says, Tand except when

GQURT: The reporter will repeat ths guestion.
The reporter read as directed.

WITHESS?: HNe, ir, this messege applied €o soresh. ships-ik
the sScreéi.

CGOURT: The court has no further guestions,

=

Reexanined by the counsel for the court:

4393, Q, You spoke of thie piece ol paper that was piuck
up on the b1lkhuad referring to 2 rudder angle of 14ﬂq and W
10 degress. What would be the tactical diameter if a 14 dsgre.
rudder angle was used on the HOB3ON? Just a2 rough estimate?

A. A thousand yards.

Fe

456, Q. And if a 12 degree rudder angle was used?

Ao about 1100.

497. Qe And & 10 degrse rudder angle?

Le 10 degr¥pes was giving us just abont 1800 yards, sir. om
turn movements we were remaining on station using 10 degress,

Re~crogs~examination by counsel reprssenting LCDR Tiernev:

498. §. You tesvified, Mr. "y , that you did not look
for bow waves on the cafrierst
Ad: Thatts rght, £irs

499, Qe You have also testified that you saw the hull ocut-=
line at 3800 yards?

Ap That!s right, .31#s T couwld sde The flight desck and
so raorth,

Lk wth or without binoculers?

5CLl. g§. Without binoculars?
i: Tew, &E.

-y

=

(-.’

(0]

L
i

502. §e Were you wearing them at the time you were of
f-the-=desck? 1
As Yes, sir, I wass.




503. §. During your watch? . \ 1
4, T dont't recall if I had -them around my neck or not, bub

T know at the time of the collisicon T had them.

504. @. During this maneuver, did you observe ths WASP
with your bilirmeculare?
e I dontts Feosll gt -1 dlds

b

505, Qe As 0fficer-of-the-Deck, was 1t your duty to supesr-
vise the lookoulbs?

A, As Officer-of-the-Deck, 1 was redpongible for ihe
losouts, e, wHr,

508. & Did you receive any reports from the lockouts pers
tetrlng to siperaft during €he - -« shall ws say, Fiftsen
minutes preceding the collisiont

25 T domvlh renenpber, FiF,

507, 8. Had you sps glfigpally asal

hserving aircraft?

duty of ob
4e Well, that wis cne af their dutiseg: That was nof the
ne reraft. Thay wers

only thing - = just to loeck out for =i
i for aircraft,.

508. we Had you given the leckouts any instructjons or prder
ds The mnlty Bhify that T 814 thewm 4% the begianing wWas
te keet trgel of hé muiber ol alropel't in Ths mir. AT ThHE
time they were launching aircraft, I told them to keep track
of the numper of airceralft in ths alire.

509, Q. Had vou received any reports from lockouts during
vour watch?

k. Yas, as to the number af avr*waft inr. Bhe- @liw aad 59
Torth, and when the planes wers over 1eda, and so forth. e
were getting reports - = ajireralt bearing sueh and such, pogi-
tion angle such and such.

510 de How, you btestifiad Thak Ehe #lactreopled officap
took his elscltronics gesr with him. Did he taks a set of
tools, or what de you mean?

L. ] méaz' when ne was Wapsferred fronm the shsinsewiye
department’ t¢ the operatione deparimeni, the réspongibllilty
for radsr, radics and all the elsctronics gear fell on the
operations officer and Mistsr Smith is assistant operations

officer.

511. §+« And Dbefore that it had been the engineering
offiaerts Pespansibl 1i8y?

e -Thakls wiEhE, BEile

CONE
SECURITY I




512, @s Did you approve of this change
is Mot particulavrly, sir, because it theew & lot of T at
work buck in the department. He did other work besides th

i
uleutronjcs gaar, and, of course, that was cutiing me down
i

d
t

@l ol 10 and it meant that I had a little more work.
513. @» Did you approve of the commanding officerts solu-
tion bo the problem as to the proper caurss = = tha chéngs
of station proo$em?
e WMo, vir; 1 tiondks T heve tEshiTipd o i
contrary that I didn't.

Eld¢s s Did you EprraTe of the commanding oificer's change
to 090 after the maneuverlad commencsd?

t plesase the coiPt, I objeet e th
t is not cross-sxamination on

een brought out sincs the last

ust rehashing the same old

L © . 4 parTY: If i
line of testimony in that i
any new matsrial that has b
direct examination. We arse
guestiong.

=
‘:——1- CD

Counsel repressnting LCDR Tiernsy did not reply.

The court was cleared., The court was opened. A4All parties
to the inquiry entsred, End the court amhounced that the ohjs
tion was not sustained.s The witness was directed to answer
the guestion. ‘

As As T said befors, the 080 was not in the solutian on
the manpsuvering board. I would not say that I approved or
disapproved. At the time I went in and checked on the
maneuvering board to see approximately how c¢leose that would
put us to tﬂu WASP is when I saw that we should clesr her
about BO0 yayrds, 1 wWounld pot s&P that I Jdlsxpgraved of 16;
no, sir, because 800 yards was not a closs range.

515« &« Thenh i the WAGP bhad Followad the predicted track
showiNds on ths mansuvering board when the HOBSCN turned to »

080, sgeording Lo youwr ealcylatipne, she hagd crosdged the
orﬂdl ted track of the WASP when the WASP had settled on
course 260% ) :

A. We were crosgsed?

5l6s e You had orossed the new ‘chiange cours=e fo = - -7

A« I would have [o géet a maneuvering board and plot 1t. We
had already (witness obssrving the maneuvering board shest)
crogeed it, that's vights e mpswer 0 Lhat ts effirmsetiva,

0l7. . When that course change to 090 was made, did you
believe or did the thought occur to you that the commandines
officer bed changed his mind abgut turning toward thse WQS; go
parallel her and instead had decided to twrn away., In other
instead of turning left as originally planned, he had decided

turh Fighe?
be Yes, sir, he would have to Lzrn Flgﬂt Irom wnere ws& woul

— ——— T




3

I

518. §e Were you surprised when the commending ofricer s
HIERT STANDARD RUDDERY shortly bsfore collision? -

A. Yes, sir, T assumed right away that I had mades a mis-
calculatien soms place, and he had sopiething figured that I
didnfte

519. &. So then, Lieubtenant, to summarize, as the solution
to the mansuver actually evolved you had no objsction to

the commanding officer's course?

b OF 150, |

520, Q. As the maneuver actually evolved until the
commanding officer order LEPT STANDARD RUDDER shortly bsiore
collision you felt that he had properly commed the ship?

A. To go back guite & ways, sir, I objscted to the maneuver
in its entirety from the very beglnning. I suggested ang
wanted to come right with 10 degrees rudder and 15 knots, ho
ever, the commanding officsr of The ship told me that I woul
sbeer 150, &nd T think it's his prerogative to steer By Cow
and any speed he desires.

521 Ge I Pefer t6 eakibli 58; Fou htve teetified thaf, &&
message exempted vessels of the screen from its context?

A, It exemptsd plane guards, S5ire.

522, {j+ Plane gusrds, exciisse wWe. .

A, It was dirscted to seresening ships that when 1n the
SCTEBR = -

523, @s Is it not the exceptlon which regards plane guard]
oceur in this sentence: M"Generally speaking, and except whe
plane gusrdlng, vezasls of the seresn when not wmaotwally om,

station, perform no useful purpose?
A« That @oes sxempl vessels which are plane guarding.

524. §. For the purposes of the record in order to clapify
the meaning of ssntence one of subject message, would you re
that message so as to begin with the word 'vesselst' ~ that's
the 1iret genlencé, and Than g€ttach the slanse "beginsihs
generally® to the end of the sentence?

- ’/‘- A ~ (] L3 a2 1 A 1] b * ]

e Q{“/ i FARTYy IF 1t mlesase the court, I object &8
that Last question. This message has been introduced in avi
1'% the best evlidence of what 1L contaime, J objeet &b

changing the wording of the message and the position of the
phrases in the message in that 1t confusés it as to what it
This witness has testified as to what he thought it meant, a
tire message 1s already in evidencs,

T

The sounsel representing ICDR Tierney rsplidd.

The court announced that the objectidn was sustained.




i

525, Q. You testified that the maneuver = the turn had beem
done ~ ~ wag done time after time. It's ope of the most comm
mansuvers in the Navy. You did not mean that this particular
problem of golng from one station to another station in the
course of a turning movement had been worked out time and Hime
agalin?

Ao No, I meant turn signals.

8. 0. Had the sctual mansuver, including a change of

=]

(B F& L )
station and the turn, been rehearsed by the HOBSON during
daylight?

bo T understamd 1t hady, I wee hot on thé bridge. I did
coare de dEEs EOERE Rt SEe h B

527. Qe Wgs Lieutenant the Qfficsr~opf-the=Deck at
that Sinel

As I do not know. [lster © hasd the ftshort dog.'! Hs
had the 1800 to 2000 watch. had the watch bsfore that

Recross-sxaminsd by LT - abk . TarETt

PER. Rs HlEier  Tou <daonbe think ACmOtal - | !
message that rscommended prompt and resolute action condones
dangerous action, do you?

,r‘;,..g .N-Ou ha[“CLl'VQ ’

529. G« And you don't assume that that message would condone
violations of the rules of the road, would it?
&

o WO, I donlt see how any ons would glve messags to that
el Feet s
530+ Q. And that message wouldn't condons violations of

rules for tactical maneuvers, would ittt
e Th Wouesd mots ;

T

Resxamined by the counsel for the court:

B31le @ Do you know whether jmmsdiately prior to the
gollision thsa F Lieutenant Commander Tierney had the W4A3P under
observation through the bincculars?

s I dontt oowes I dohilt fhink he didy I am 'not pure.

He had been taking bearings from the atarboard nslorus.

Resxamined by the court:

S gf Do you know any change in tactical instructions whic
you woilld recosmend ds & Pesuli of this gollision?
A4, I would highly recommend using ruwming lights at all

timas, s8ire. -

33 e Do you have anything else?

5 e (S ' | é&TOP,
\\ >~ L »wo -

oo

SECUR S“E J%Z}E,MAWQM
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Recross~examined by counsel representing LCDR Tiernsy:

554. §. Doaz the pelorus have any opltisel instrumeit on
it to adglat it inm Teking Tearinzs?

As The starboard pelorus had & bearing ecircle on it, and 1
vort pelorus had an alidads.

585, - R+ The starboard pelorus dld pet Jave - = =

d not have an alidade. It had a basaring circls.
556, §. But no optical instrument which would magnify it?
e reading of the bsaring?

537. Qe+ The bearing?
Bt e, AL du! mole ! w

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LCDR TIERNEY: Uo further gusstions.

Helithsr counsel for the court, the court,‘ner the parties

desired to furthsr examlae this witnesse.
The court informed the witness that he was privileged to
ke any further statemeat covering anvtbln& related to the

y
male
ject matter of the inguiry that he thought sheuld be a
&
1

a
su _
m“ er of record in connection therewith, which had not been

b
t
by D¢ou&ht out by the previous qustwonLnge_

&
il

]

The witness stated that e had nothing further to say.

The witness resumed his seat as a party.

The court then, at 1010, took a recess until 1020, at which
time 1T reconvened,

Present: All the members, counsel for the court, all the
paIE'95 and their counsel, and uhe reparters

No witnesses not otherwlse comnected with the inguiry were
D RSN 5

Lieutenant {juniOW grade) T)/'e7 _ . By B, Hawal
Reserve, was recalled as a witness by the counsesl for the ¢ OU

tne

and was Wa?nad that the oath .pre viously taken by him was Stll
Dinding.

Examined by the counsel for the court:

li §. State your naval and marine experisnce?

A. The 22nd of May, 1943, I was sworn inte the naval ssrvie
&8 apprentice ssaman, and reported for active duty in the V-1
program 1 July 1943. I served at Drew and Colgate University

‘bn+verszty of Georgia, Holy Cross, and Yale Univers sity in the

ASFED

CONFY!

SECURITY H dmmmw MON 153




e (continued) V=12 and V-5 and NROTC programs. 1 was relea
from active duty on the 25th of January, 1548. I went back
undar the ¢TI program and finishsd end zlso ie the NROTC prog
gnd was graduatsd and commigsionsd 31 Jemmary 1947, On 1l
gust 1950, I was advanced to the rank of Lisutenant (junio

Lug

gl"&l@@) while on inactive duty I reported for active duty 1
April 1952 to ComFoOUR, kwllaqeﬁphla. I wes assigused 1o ths
USa MOBAON ¢ Aprll 1882, That's Cthe extent ol my nsval care

2. B, How wnch of yuup mAval gervics sse besid &f 6987
t the period an the HOEBEQY from 21 April 1258 o E6
1952, I mizht eay; I wese in the crgaws s3gd Tsserve poo

three two-wesk cruises which were at sea.

3

3 G Here you a3pigned a which pn the evenibg of €6 Apeil
A. I was Junior-Qfficer-of-the=Deck on the HOEZ20N.

4, Ge What hours?
From 20 tc 2400 the 286 of April.

Qs And were you ths Juni
and the HOBS0H collided?
I was, sir.

s Go How, will wouy withonl going inte any comfidsuntial

matier or reveallng any sscurity informatlion, give & sequenc

svents leading up to the colligion between the WASP and &

o s,

£, I had the conn whlle we ware on course 1l02. %We were in
plane guard station number 2 fop launching alrecrafit. The

WARP bore from us 085 trus, 3,000 yards. I was keeping

station with them et that time, spsed

Te &s And during that time, were you baking ranges and
bearings on the WASP?

As 1 was taking bearings, sir, with the alidade and the
ranges werse coming from combat - - radar rar*es; At approxi
mately 2205 orF thekreaboutd au intentior signal v received
I don't kunow whether that =« - -,

8. Qe From the WASP? :

e Tes, Eiry At that time; 2l ster 4}AG relieved wme of t
conn, and I was on the port wing of thes bridge at the time a
I retired to the pilot house to be out of ths way for furthe:
conning by Mister 1o « Ililster % had the conn for &
period of about 15 minutes, and when we got the execute sign
the captain gave an order to thse whesl ~-, At that time, Mi
W-\» asked the captain if he had ths conn and the CthqTD
said s dids That order %o thes wheel was ”““Ciﬁ STAYDARD RU]

turns for 27 knots, The nsw course was 130. I aoﬂ-n Knom hi
long we stayed on that course and then a command to the whse
was given "LEFT ST4NDARD RUDDERY and steadied up on a new
ourseé. I don't know what the new courss was. I don't know

W leong we were on the new Courss.

e:@é‘%; %%




dor

riglits pred¢esds
time after that
r "LEPFT STANDARD
r the nelm at the tinme

P

&
anoths RUDDER."

LEFT
giving

il
—

Qs Who gave that order
&, Captain Tisrnsy. 4After
no new course and in a short time he
a minute and a half, he gave "LEFT FU
following very shortly, ’LFPT HARD
EEERGENCY FLAME,"™ 25 neer as I can
occeurred very shortly after that.

o
=]
(=5

e

ths maneuver
bgarings on

1D

-
did wvou
As HNOj;

Ge During
take any
31T s

the WA

Were any ranges taken or did
SaN come up from comb

}.—4\».}.
Th

e
and the HOB
Yes, sir, continuous rangsas.
inuous ranges from ccmbat using t

,_J-

those ranges relaye
“.I lca-]a‘?

3

@G. And were
uhB commanding
g, SiFs

o
&
P AR )

15, @« Do you recall what those ranges were
communicate

=

recall any of the ranges that wers
officsr

By Hey 8L
wing where Tthe ca

to the captain.

shone talker
WES onnln&,

The teley
nhain

a

18: Se MR
between the WaSP and the
the course 10z to 153G ub

As one point during the
ERLE of i ber called
at the wveolge tuba, =nd

were closlng rapidly
1240 yards, and I sald
the sxecute signal and we
givine owders fe the wh
new station at that

BOESON aelfer
to the point

mensuver

"\”
'i

&1.
T asked 1If we
the ranges
that time of
that we had

captain was
to

talke our time.

<\ N

SN

't recall what

a matter
and

STAND
LuF
gave
LT, RUDDER,
AN

which you have
Pt

wa
and

then you know of no ranges

over the volce tube to
ol

and he

eel and

minutes,; weg were

1 rapall, I =wp

new course was gilven.

ND QE t"“DID*T&?

DARD RUDDER and

mayhe a matter

. anﬂ then;
AHEAD

collision

LR BTAN

of

.

ENGINES 4
and the

ALL
gall,

just descrided,

any between ths
at?

& capta

rANZSs

in asked for

he ohone talker.

d by the telephone talker

- -~ do wvou
d to the commandi

3
lreectly

of wour own
the HOBSCH turn
R sl U RS e e
after ths thaﬂ
the bridge and I was
the sxgenite ngnal bsecau
mentlonsd a rangs at
I answered the guestion
NZ e The

wers mansuveri
we wers maneuvering

the




marks (5? ﬂu 5
JEI

. Bs 1230 vards?
s Tes, gire. ’
| A T oy 1 ’ L, et
18« Qe Do you resell or 2o you know on what course Tou were
at that time?
Ay o, BiFa

to the WASF was at that

(7

1%. @ Do you know what the bearin

Ae Jo, gir, I @ldals faxe any after relinguishing the conn

to KMister *

21l e D4A you take or make anmy visual observa d+uns of tpe
WASE during that b;me through your bipoculars or ip apgy othar
iy e F
Way i

4, Just ome, sir, right at the time we starfed from 102 te
130 I cbearved &
2B B Cowll FoU B

ae B L
&+ ¥, Eir, the aAply thips L repall ig the adiverafli wariing

25. §. Ané they were vlisible on the WABPY
B [ Tew ., Bl

24, . Wers any other lights on the WASPY visible?

ke T dontt resell any, sir.

25, Wa Do yom wecazll any conversation- gother than Bhat you
referred to when you say hister > akked 1L e Rad the
conn -~ = do vou recall any other conversation between
Lisutenant and the commanding officer during this maneuvs:

ds No, sir, I don't reecall any pofiversatlon, They welsa
together durlng the nAaneuver.

i_.:u

- the, companding ofT

Ve & cer
ing that period?

26+ @+ Did you heer any warpling £1iy
py Lieutsnant al angy time dur

M Moy Bl

27. Q. Did you overhear & discussion between Lieutenant
and the commanding officer as to now this mansuver should
he sxecubed and the courses and speeds you should take To arrive
il

Do you know whether the commanding officer of the

had ;lonteu the proposed maneuver on & mansuvering board?
5, there was a shest of mansuvering bvoard paper on the

nd all I recsl] séeing ep if are %Two relative pamitisms

and N=£. X @idn'f ses z vourge to stesr Go arrive oh the

new station, but the two points were on the papsr and I think
the sSpebd veebor af the 102 - 255 courses were laid out on the

maneuvering board and the two points - the point we were keeping
statﬁon on and the new point we wanted fTo arrive at. The

rast it wWas dongedy parallel ruler amnd malking no

X % didEYE see agya

'\ =

ECL! W‘f’

Al e 2%



29, B Did you hear Lieutenant %t » suggest a course to
the commanding officer Lo arrive at your new statlon?
is ¥, A t, Bire ' ' .

i
Oy G+ De you resall eny additional signal o0 smergency
i speed - do you recall any other emergency signals or
orders given in the HOBSON such as "Collision Quarters",
Standby for Collision® or any swuch. thing?
4e The boatswaints mate of the watch shouted "Standby
r Collision' using the shipts compmnlcation sysiem &t the
imees I don't know whether the word got out, but he did say
those words.

3le Ba D3d you hear a gignal Trom the WARF directin
right tmPfn- 8L EEOT

32. @« You speak of hearing an sxecuts signal, What was
that signal - - what course would that have required the wASP
or the HOB3SON to turn tof

L4, That was the esxecute signal ''260Q, TACKLIKE SPEED 27.%

33. Qe After hearing that signal, did you hear any other
signals from the WASP?

a1 BLEE ;

24, G« Did you hear any 3cbdqge of information bsitween
the WASP and the HOBSONWN on the 75

&s I woaoell Capbtain Tlesimey going gver bbb the TE8,, I (@mmky
know who he called or if he had a conversation, but he was in
that area and I don't know what the conversation was, il anye.




vorg undersitanding as fo the nosiflon to he
o the comnletion of the menuever in which

we were to take plane guard station 2 T
270 to 280 degrees relative 1000 yards from

informa tion
we ware Lo
pfe: T daia’d

. 5 3 ; i e o ol e L
37, Q. ‘That weg prigF to the execuim of slgnal ture ZO0UY
ke “Y=s=, =if, T tidal JIT w2\,
36. . Qs Do you lktow How miich pricr?
A T

4y Yoo T AR 2P

39, s the wateh or essumed the JOMD watch
at 2000 wha given you as to your probable
mmuevers to

&y THE fore me, showed

8 niece pr ﬂaueA whiat on had

lLapheripng 8N4 revoverr
recovery, 1t W85 c¢opled from pns oi Gne ip
and it wae at tha® time hée WMId Me we were To Take pl
station 2,

_you assumed the watch?

1meo the wetall He ipld me hie thought That Vas
tu g¢do, TeEre would be an exercize imvolxing
eraft and recovery of same,

5

cf
h
6]

Fou heve the watoh on The night laund

Q
ﬁ
5_)
{m

oceurred on my wateh.

G“ds We ThEe ans%er wsg 1B affirmative?

&y Yes, ¥irF.

L3y Qs Were the aircraft warming lights Inrming on the HOBRSON
when you assumed the watch and were they burning throughout the
watch?

Ay o the st of By lnowledge, vems

L, Q. Yere there any other lights showing on either the
HOBBON or the WaASP ofther than the red gircraft warnins lights?

k. Ko, Eir,

I hand you a document marked Exhibit 59 and ask you
had seen that prior to the collision between the WASP
R

RS0 .

sir, I had never seen it prior to the collision

Q@m

B 156



)

ear any discussion by the commanding of
dispatch or the fact a isna

T was told ~-- I was informe
formed in general as To I
.Ving7 Mr. (Ot s

the junior pfiicet
any cobisction to
in wirdlceh whis

comments bz
e L i L 1 ORARN (e

49, Q. And you were not in a position at all Elges wc hedy
the conversation that went on between Lieutenant 17@7 and the
meg HOEGOEY

Fiic el wf Loe

At this time I intend to asgk the wity
reveazl tThe contents of confidential
gk the court to be closed just

scrae au
pibiic
Tanr ,pm'l

Ak this poimé Tie conyi BAL w1th closed doors. The press and
stechators withdrew from the courtroom.

Examination by coumsel for tn

FNow will wyou restate

o ]
gignals passsd batwesen the WASP
were bath bh cowrse 1Dz and ¥Yen
course 130 up to the point of co
4, Wwould vou repeat that nled

vl & 3 would VOl 6@90fibe in exact detail what

2 o signals fron
the WESF and fros e HOBGON came pver the woice cirecuwits -from,
sy, 15 or 20 gimies DelDiﬁ colldigion up to the time of collisd

4, T omly remembér tuo sippmls, (ns Wiig dntentiom =iy
ks I recall it was YFOX CORPEN 265, T"‘;. H. PO SPRED 27¥ and
thet wvag ropered Tor U, 1 Wink, Ir. Hoefdy.

52, Qs Whet was the other gignal you heard?
£, The second signal T remember is the command Lo FEECTTE
which was "TURN 260, TACKLINE SPREED 27."

—

5. Q. Do you resell hotv that signal i
was SRy prevaratiyry gifmnesl beifdre The &xe !

A: Eo, wir, | dem™ reak]l cther then tUim mﬁs age itself,
Ii was Drobably ELOODSHUT to eour call sign UNDERPASS, bl I dbl
recall what 1t was.

conrfibdstibolil
| SECURITY INFORMATION

e i




3, -
P T

Bd. &: ¥ Tgx 't recall the verbiage of that signal, is that
correct?
A, No, gir.

A

5. Q. But it was a turn signal to, do you reeall, what éourm
3. The turn was to 260, preparatory command was to 265, as I
recall.

56, §. Speaking of preparatory commands, what wWwas your under-
standing of the FOX CORPEN 265, TACKLINE FOX SPEED 277

A. I lonked it up 1n the publlcation, I don't know which one
but it was "my estimated courss for recovery of sircraft will Db
numsyels and ny estimated gpeed for alreraflt recovery will be"
for FOX CORPEN and FOX SPEED regpectively.

57. 8. The FOX signal is ah intention signal rather than g
preparatory slgnsl, 1lg 1% net?

A, Yes, inassmuch as I used the werd "estimated" I guess it
ls loglecel to assume a more detalled and exaet course would be

given at the command EXECUTE.

58. Q. Directing your attentlion to the signal whieh required
an execution of a right turn, do you recall whether there were
any words in that signal such as EXECUTE TO FOLLOW and then
STANDRY-EXECUTE or wase it "SIGNAL FPOLLOWS EXECUTE UPEN RECEIPTY?

Do you recall which way that signal came in?%
A. No, gir. I don't remember, I don't remember the metnod of

axecutinns

59. Q. Do you remember any signal such as MIKE CORPEN coming
from the WASP, any MIKE CORPEN sigunal coming from the WASP?
A, NO, sir.

60, Q. Do you reecall any course that you were on after your

changed course to 130°%
A, No, sir, I don't know any of the courses after that.

At this point the court sat with open doers.

(L Qe WPy 5 = =2 what personnel other than you, Lieutenant
, and the commanding officer were on the Fr;dgn at the tin
of eolligion and what were thelr dutles and their physieal
loeation on the bridge shortly before and up to the time of the
collision? Will you describe the general plciure of the bridge
during that time. :
4., I den't know theilr names, sir, I ean give them by their

dutlies.

62. Q. Do you know any of thelir names?
As Fex. § Sa, 7 g was the bostswaln's mate of the wate

. Was teisphone talker,

A3, Q. Fe was the one that was relaylng informatlion from comb:
ts the commanding officer?

A. Yea, sir., The helmsman, I think his name is s | AT
I refreeh my memory with this list of survivers? In fact, most
of them wers gaved, The two lockouts above the pilet house wert

‘ and L4 wae guartermaster.

[




i &
L
F
bridge
where
talker
68,
‘i_‘; -

wou Ted

A
e

NS &Q D=

& s (Q%’ﬁCeTG&Suel of {§ ‘watch?
Yes. We had a navigating guartermaste:r who was there plo

e evening position. he wae back in the chari houst
L ; the othef man, He and 2 mid . rotatec
whe isb, I Shink, oF phone L ', engine order btelegraph ant
helmsman, I don't ;now which of -— it I kEnow
was on the phones at | b uon't tnow what and
» were doing.
now those three men were rotating those three
watch?

g
R
,_l
m
o

there anybody else on duty on the bridge
7
No, 51?, T dop't repall any TOTSs

Qa Will you describse the physiecal locatioqbf the losokouw
Farence to the bridge :
They were on the lpve; above the pilot honse, above the

level, zetually standing on the overhead of the pilot how

/e were., They had a telepaone civecult down te the telephor
g§. The telephone talker on the bridge?
Yes, sir, one starboard and one port up there.

Do vou recall or did wou see the commanding office
at any time after he gave the order te turn right to
. kooking at the WASP through hls binoculars? -
iglir, Tidon't reefll hip dusing inegularg at the time,
py 1 'wagh't in a position te ob%erve iz usitg The
s« I was in ftije pilot house,

. Y0, @. Fe eomid have used them and could have loocked at the
WASP without you seeing him% ‘

As Yeg, TiF,
{

71l.. G« De yow know whether LieuBenant took any bsar

ior made any visual obserwvation of the WABR diuring That pericdf

&, Although the Captain had he zonn, 1 récall Doth hé and
¥y, around The aL1é 1de on the 3o*t wing of Hhe bridge.

COUNSEL REPRESENTING LCDR TIERNEY 2 Bepeat that, plea®sa’
v WITHESS: Although the Captain had the corn. 1 remember bhoth
Mr. and the Captein at the alidade on the port side of thx
hridge, and 1 46 secall ¥, - using the alidade and sightim
towards the WASP, nresumava talkitig a4 bearing.

. Tds B DBoeag tﬂat alidade have any nptical instrument in it

that magnifies?

$: It is 2 pojerus with & = 1 dan'C Enow 1T therw 1s Bny
magnification. &8 I undsetrefapd 4t it is = telspoopie affair -
a halrline,

@8l instrument, is that correct?
lnSb Ty S &%ether they are lenses or

g
\\D

e -
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