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TENTH ENDORSEMENT on subject record

From: Commander, Naval Air Systems Command
To: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: Inves. - Death of WEBSTER, -Dewgkes ¥ ~ ~ ‘1310, LTJG, USN
on 5 December 1965 onboerd USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-1k); rolling
aircraft over number two elevator outboard guard raill

Ref: (c) NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ Ltr Ser AIR-5376D/1L4:FWD of 12 Aug 1966
1. Forwarded.

2. Review of ref (b) by ref (c) determined that installation of a 12-inch
deck edge coaming definitely offered advantage. However, all present

U. 8. Naval aircraft have been designed in accordance with General Speci-
fication for Design and Construction of Aircraft Weapon Sys 5D-24J, which
only provides 6~inch minimum clesrance for weapons and aircraft appendesges.
The Navel Air Systems Commend considered that the cost to modify aircraft
and associlated loading configurations to accommodate the 12-inch coaming
would be prohibitive. It was therefore concluded that the deck edge
coeming height would be restricted to 6 inches.
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By direction 1 x}

Copy to:
COMNAVAIRPAC
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ELEVENTE ENDORSEMENT om Captain !
of 50 Décenmber 1965

From:
To:

Subj:

1.

REeturned,

S\\

contents acted.

Inves., - Death of WEBSTZd,
Lieutenant (junicr grade), L. S.

~

Chief cof Naval Operations
Judge Advocate General
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By direction
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Douglas M.,
¥avy, on 5 Dec 1965
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NINTH ENDORBEBMENT on subject record

From: Commander, Navel Ship Syst & a 1
To: ~—=»Chief of !’Iava.l 0pera£iogss A i ' IZAUG 1966
Via: Commander, Naval Air Systems Commsend

SubJ: Inves. - Death of wmsw.f?ﬁ:afgé\é’-x. < 5 A310, 1736, USK
on 5 December 1965 onboard USS TICONIEROGA (CVAl4); rolling
aircraft over number two elevator outboard guard rail

Ref: (b) RAVSEC ltr to NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ CVANG68/9110 Ser 6L43-131 of
11 July 66 (NOTAL)

1. Readdressed snd forwarded to NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ in view of reference (b)
which wasezent subsequent to NAVAIRSYSCOMHEQ SEVENTH ENTORSEMENT of
25 April 3

2. Recommendation 3 of the Investigation Report states that the
removable guard railing on the outboard edge of number two aircraft
elevator should be redesigned to incorporate additional strength and
height. It 18 noted that the present height of 6" is required by

RAVAIRSYSCOMHQ .

3+« Installation of this guard rail was intended ms a8 means to stop
tractors and forklift trucks. It was not intended to apply to alreraft.
Subsequently, consideration was given to the problem of stopping a sliding
or slow-rolling aircraft subject to sliding: either resulting from &
slippery flight deck coundition. Thus, the function of the stopping means
was to arrest & sliding aircraft whose speed is estimated at not more than
one knot. This did not extend to rolling alrcraft alone since the stopping
means was not lntended to compensate for aircraft brake malfunction or
inattentive aircraft operation, which Is the case in point. As a resultd,
ShipAlt CVA 2832 and CVS 500 were issued to install rigid 6" coaming at
port and starvoard flight deck edges. This did not include the number
two deck edge elevator since this area is within the bolter pattern. The
6" limitation for these coamings is also specified by NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ.

4. Recent studies were made by HAVSHIPSYSCOMHQ relative to determining
optimum size of coamings Lo prevent sircraft from skidding off the flight
deck and aircraft elevators. The following determimations were made:

&. The height of the coaming is more critical than its sirength.

b, When an aircraft is moving at one knot and the ship is heeled
at ten degrees, a 6" coaming will not prevent the nose wheel of any aircraft

from rolling over the coaming.

¢. A 12" cosming would be optimum for the prevention of the nose
wheel from rolling over the coaming. It is noted that the accident occurred
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CVALL
SEI' 522 033‘658

as the aircraft wes backed on %o the elevator. A 12" coaming rega.rdlgss
of its inherent stremgih will not prevent an sircraft from toppling
under similar circumstarnces.

5. NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ, in view of the above, has been requested to comment
on the desirability of retaining a 6" coaming or providing & 12" coaming.
Implementation of a higher coaming recommended by the Investigatlon
report would be considered if NAVAIRSYSCOMHER accepts the 12" coaming.

COMNAVAIRPAC

Copy to: (\’% 2 L

=2
b
Deputy Commander for w
Fleet Maintenance & Logistics
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- MAY 11 1966
EIGHTH ENDORSEMENT on CAPT ; ltr of 30 Dec 1965
From: Chief of Naval Personnel
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: Chief, Bureau of Ships

| Subj: Inves. - Death of WEBSJER, Dougles M.. . . /1310, LIJG, USN

on 5 December 1965

1. Forwarded,.

2. The investigation is concerned with the loss overboard of an A-4E
jet aircraft during an aircraft movement evolution, It was disclosed
that LTJG WEB37Z2 either failed to respond properly to the director's
signal toc apply brakes or the aircraft suffered complete failure of
the braking system on the Number Two Elevator and rolled over the
side. LTJG WEBSTER -as not able to extricate himself from the cockpit
and was lost at sea.

3. There was ro evidence of malfeasance or gross negligence on the
part of the handling crew or any other naval personnel which contri-
buted to this accident. In view of the foregoing, no further admin-
e istrative action is contemplated by the Chief of Naval Personnel,

———— i

| ' - o S

By di~-<tion
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25 April 1966

SEVENTH ENDORSEMENT on subject record

From: Chief, Bureau of Naval Weapons

To: Chief of Naval Operations.-

Via: (1) Chief of Naval Personnel
(2) Chief, Buresu of Ships

'/t'

Subj: Inves. - Death of WSBSTIR, D@d;agf'F§;3 1310, LIJG, USN on
5 December 1965 -
1. Forwarded, contents noted. - =
=
, By directlon
i
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1/ April 1966
SINTH JZDORS2iANT on subjset record

From: Chief, Bursau of Medicine and Surgery

P Chief of Naval Operations

Vig: (1) Chisf, Bureau of Naval Weapons
(2) Chief of Naval Personnel

M, T (3) Chisf, Bureau of Ships

1 :
: Subj: Inves, - Death of WESTR,Popalas ., &10/1310, LTI, USK
on 5 December 1965
1. Forwarded, contents noted.

/// By direction

%
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6 APR 196B

FIFTH ENDORSEMENT on subject record

From: Judge Advocate General

To: Chief of Naval Operations

Via: (1) Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
{2) Chief, Bureau of Naval Weapons

-J% 3) Chief, Bureau of Naval Personnel
Tt 4) Chief, Bureau of Ships

e ( i
Subj: Inves. - Death of WERSTEX,{Dougiss o . > © /1310, LTIG, USN
on 5 December 1965 ==

1. Forwarded for information and return,

vl | 2. Under provisions of the Servicemen's and Veteran's Survivor

i and Benefits Act (10 USC 1475-1480), payment of the death gratuity
““é is not dependent upon Department of the Navy determination of

| conduct and line of duty status at time of the death of LIJG

3. Payment of other federal death benefits that may be due the
survivors will be determined by the Veterans Administration on

the basis of the actual facts and circumstances contained in subject
investigation and independently of any conclusions and opinions
expressed in the report,

k. The proceedings in the attached case have been conducted in sub-
stantial compliance with the requirements of the Manual of the Judge
Advocate General and are therefore legal. :

mdiae s
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FOURTH ENDORSEMENT on CAPT *§;53~/(;::) s ltr of 30 December 1965

From: Commander Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet
il Judge Advocate General

Subj: Formal Board of Investigation fo inguire into the circumstances

surrcunding an aireraft accident which occurre oa:r'djpSS
TICONDEROGA (CVA-14), on 5 December 1965 &?

1. Readdressed and forwarded. éw
2. With respect to recomendation 3, the Industrial Manager, San

Diego has been requested to determine the feasibility of redes‘igring
the elevator y@ the outboard edge of number two elevator to

stop and hold aircraff under conditions such as existed at the time of
this accident. If the redesizn proves feasible considering welght and
cost factors, the replacement guard rail will be installed in USS

TICONDEROGA (CVA-14) during the post deployment restricted availability.

3. Subject to the foregoing, the proceedings, findings of fact, opinions,

and recommendations of the Board of Investigation and the implementing
actions by the convening authority, are approved.

& Ao

Copy to: Chief of S5taff

COMSEVENTHELT
COMCARDIV NINE
COMATKCARSTRIKEFORSEVENTHFLT
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THIRD ENDORSEMENT on CAPT  “$>~ itr of 30 December 1965
I
e From: Commander SEVENTH Fleet
'4 To: Judge Advocate General
f Via: (1) Commander Naval Air Force U.S. Pacific Fleet

(2) Commander in Chief U.S., Pacific Fleet

Subj: Formal Board of Investigation to inquire into the circumstances
surrounding an aircraft accident which occurred on board USS
TICONDEROGA {(CVA-14), on 5 December 1965

i) Forwarded, concurring in the findings of fact, opinions'and
recommendations of the Board of Investigation.

R P CRe

Copy to:
COMCARDIV 9
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21 Jamary 1966

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on CAPT (o = ir of 30 DEC 65

From: Commander Attack Carrier Striking Force SEVENTH Fleet
To: Judge Advocate General
Via: (1) Commander SEVENTH Fleet

{2) Commander Naval Air Force U. S, Pacific Fleet

(3) Commander in Chief U. 8. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Formal Board of Investigation to inquire into the circumstances
surrounding an aircraft accident which occurred on board USS

TICONDEROGA (CVA 14), on 5 December 1965

1. Forwarded,

2, The proceedings, findings of fact, opinions and recommendations
of the investigation, and the action of the convening authority, are

approved. p
R
U

Copy to:
COMCARDIV 9
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Ser 409

31 December 1965

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on cap? € (& 1tr of 30 December 1965

From: Commender Carrier Division NINE

To: Judge Advocate General

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN
: (2) Commender SEVENTH Fleet
i (3) Commander Naval Air Force, U, S. Pacific Fleet
(%) Commender in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Formal Board of Investigation o inguire into the circumstauces
surrounding an aircraft accident which occurred oo bosrd USS
TICONDEROGA (CVA~1Lk), on 5 December 1965

l. Readdressed end forwarded.

2. The proceedings, findings of fact, opinicms and recommendations of
the Board of Investigation are approved ms submitted.

3. By copy of this endorsement the Commending Officer, USS TICONDEROGA
] (CVA-1k), is directed to implement recommendskions 1 and 2 of the Record

of Proceedings. (O

~
1




B From:

VL=
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To:

Ref:

v Encl:

30 December 1965

Gaptain >~ © _ USN, 1310

Cormander Carrier Division NINE

Formal Board of Investigation to inquire into the circumstances
swrounding an aircraft accident which occurred on board USS
TICONDEROGA (CVA-14), on 5 December 1965

(a) COMCARDIV NINE 1ltr 5830 ser 3464 of 8 December 1965

(1) Report of Formal Board of Investigation

1. As directed by reference (a), a Formal Board of Investigation was
convened on 11 December 1965. The original record and 20 complete copies
thereof are forwarded herewith as enclosure (1).

T

Csptain, U. S. Navy
Senior Member
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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT
5 DECEMBER 1965

INVOLVING

USS TICONDEROGA CVA-14
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, RECORD OF PROCERDINGS
of a
FORMAL BOARD OF INVESTIGATION
eonven?d on board
USS TICONDEROGA (CVA~14)
by order of
Cemmander Carrier Division NINE
To inquire into an aircraft accident on beard
USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-l,) which occurrad on
, 5 December 1965

Ordered on 8 December 1965
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COMMANDER CARRIER DIVISION NINE
FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 95401

FB9-CVA (12 jhs)

5830

Ser 364

8 December 1965

From: Commander Carrier Division NINE ‘
To: Captain ~~ :, USN, /1310

Subj: Investigation to Tnquire in*s the Ciremmstances Surrounding
the loss on 5 December 1965 of A-4E, BUNO 151022 and the
pilot thereof, Lieutenant Junior Grade Douglas M. WEBSTER,

USN, 71310
Ref: (a) Judge Advocate General Mamual

1, In accordance with Chapter V of reference (a2), a Formal Board

of Imvestigation is hereby appointsd to ingquire into the circumstances
surrounding the loss on 5 December 1945 of A=LE. BUNO 151022 and the
pilot thereof, LTJG Douglas M, WEBSTER, USN, .. ___ /1310. The Board
will ecomveme on beard USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-=14) st 0900 on 9 December
1945, or as soon thersafter as practiesl,

2, The Board shall consist of you 28 senior member, CIR
[, DSN, _..71310, and CIR . USKR, /1315,

3. The Board will econduct a thorough investigation into all the circum—
stances coppected with the lose of a pilot and aircraft as stated in
paragraph 1. Report your findings of fact, opinions, and recommendations
as to the cause of the incident, the resulting damage and loss of govern—
ment preperty;, the circumstances attending the death of members of the
naval service, and responsibility fecx the imncident including any recom-

mended adwinistrative or disciplinery action.

4. Your duty 4o designate individuals as parties to the investigation
durinmeg the procesdings is delinezted in section 0302 of reference (a).

The Board will be furnished the necessary reporters and clerieal
siztapce for recording amd transcribing the testimony of witnesses and
igbing you in preparing the report of the results of the investigation.

preparing and submitting your report you will be guided by the provi-
sns of reference (a).

o
-

5]
S By

QX\B\ ((éQkE%NM\h




PRELIMINARY \S’I‘A’I‘H{ENT

1., Approximately two (2) hours after the loss of an A-4E aircraft and
pilot on board USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-1l) verbal orders were given by
Commander Carrier Division NINE, the senior officer present, to convene
an informal board of investigation, Subsequently it was determined that
a formal board should be convened, The initial investigative efforts
carried out by Commanders N0 and V/¢ within the concept of an
informal board of investigation were utilized as the basis for determining
selection of witnesses and procurement of evidence for the formal board;
All witnesses of the accident were interviewed in an effort to uncover
every last detail which might bear on the accident., The witnesses which
appeared before the board were selected from those who had specific
responsibilities in the movement of the aircraft and those who either
observed the accident or participated in the attempted recovery of the
pilot, Many people were interviewed who were not called as witnesses
because they were unable to add any information of a significant or

unigue nature,

2, In addition to preliminary interviews, pertinent measurements were
made in the area of the accident and photographs were taken., Exhibit 2 .
is a series of four (4) photographs, taken from the Flight Deck level,
of the Number Two Elevator in position at Hangar Deck level., The first
two (2) were taken with the camera looking aft and the other two (2)
with the camera looking forward, Exhibits 2A and 2C are views of .

an A4 aircraft positioned on the elevator, The aircraft was not moved
between the exposures, Counsel for the board obtained the measurements
personally which were then superscribed on the negatlve and subsequent.ly

printed as Exhibit 2B,

3, Exhibit 1 is a composite diagram of the positions of key individuals
during the movement of the aircraft. All persomnel are depicted in the
pesition they indicated during questioning before the board, No significant
disagreement existed in the initial location of the aircraft or the path

of its movement or in the positions of the persommel involved as depicted
by each person on separate diagrams of the immediate area including Hangar
Bay Two and the Number Two Elevator. Thus, Exhibit 1 is submitted in

lieu of the ten (10) cumbersome and individually less informative rough

diagrams,
4, The board enjoyed the full cooperation of all personnel who were

contacted in any capacity on board USS TICONDEROGA and the ships of the
dsstroyer screen in company. Particular effort, in compliance with para-

graphs 3 and 4 of the appointing order, was directed toward determining
culpability either by commission or omission with attendant designatiom as
party. However; at no time during the preliminary investigation or the
subgequent board sessions was it apparent that designation as an interested

party should logically be made.. No parties were designated.




The board, after inquiring into all the facts and circumstances connected
with the accident which occasioned the investigaticn, and having considered

the evidence, finds as follows:
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. That on the afternocon of 5 December 1965, USS TICONIEROGA (CVA-14) was
engaged in a. - /A7 sxereise, a phase of which required the move-~  --

ment of aircraft,
2. That the shlp was at Fl.ght Quarters for the exercise,

3. That A4E Bureau Mumber 151022 Mpdex Number 472, assigned to Attack
Squadron 56, the aircraft subject of this investigation, was scheduled for
movement as part of the exercise.

4. That movement of ALR Burean MNumber 151022 from the Hangar Deck to the

Flight Deck was an authoriged requirement of the exercise scheduled on
board U35 TICONIEROCA on the afterncon of 5 Decembar 1965,

5. That the brakes on A4E Bureau Mumber 151022 had been inspected and ‘
found satiafactory the previous day, 4 December 1965, by personmel of VA=56.

. That the brakes of AAE Burssu Number 151022 had been operated satis-
fastorily by the plans captain during a previcus movement of the aircraft

zn the day of the accident, 5 December 1965.

Thet Iieutenant {(Junior Grade) Douglas Morey WEBGTER, USN, Km’b 13106,
a pllet attached to Attack Squadron 56, was assigned to ALE Buresu Number
151€22 for the scheduled movement.

b,

i

8. That lieutenant (Jumior Grade) WEBSIER was a qualified AAR pflot, with ’
approximately 170 hours flipht time in type.

9. That Iieutenant (Junicwr Grade) WEBSTER had conducted an inspection of the

air:raft immediately prior to menning ALE Burean Murbrer 151022 for the
scheduled movement. :

10, That Iiewtenant (Junior Grade) WEBSTER was in flight gear upon manping
the aireraft, except for his flight helmet whizh the plane captain handed to
him in its earrylng bag after the pilct had entered the cochpit.

11, That the plane captain removed the ejection seat safety pins after
assisting the pilot to strap himself into the ejection seat.

1Z. That subsequent to LTJG WEBSTER marzing the aircraft it was moved from

its pesition in Hangar Bay Two onto the Mumher Two Elevator by means of
plane pushers pushing the aircraft backwards under the direction of a plane

director, —
13. That the aireraft handling crew designated to effect the movement of ALE

Bureau Number 151022 from its parked position in liangar Bay Two onto Elevator
Mumber Two for further movement to the flight deck was the regulsrly assigned

crew responsible for such svolutions,

14, That safety supervisors were statioped in appropriate positiona‘throughv
out the movement of the aircraft tc aig ths planz director in the discharge
of his duties,

15. That the canopy of the aircraft remsined open throughout the movement
from ite original spotted position until the airerazft went over the side.




16, That the pilot was not wearing a helmet at any time during the movement
of the aircraft,

17. That the plane director gave hand signals and blew his whistle for the

purpose of signaling the pilot to apply braking action to the aircraft as it
moved into the desired parking position on Elevator Number Two.

18, That no indication of braking action at the main landing gear was
discernible to any of the several witnesses,

19. That attempts to stop the movement of the aircraft by the use of chocks
were made but were ineffectual,

20, That the guard rail at the outboard edge of Mumber Two Elevator failed
to stop the aircraft and a section of the railing with some of its support

‘brackets was torn off and was lost over the side,

21, That at approximately 1450 India, 5 December 1965, the sircraft con-
tinued over the outboard edge of the Number Two Elevator rolling to an
inverted position and striking the water inverted,

22, That, as the aircraft fell away from the ship, LTJG WEBSTER's hands
were grasping the sides of the cockpit enclosure.

23, That the aircraft sank into the Pacific Ocean in an inverted position
at 27-35,28/131-19.3E where the depth of water is about 2700 fathoms.

24, That "Man Overboard” was sounded on board the USS TICONDEROGA and that
procedures were immediately instituted to attempt rescue of the pilet
including launching the rescue helicopter within three (3) minutes of the

acgident to search for the pilot,

25, That visual inspection of Elevator Number Two immediately following
the acsident revealed no skicd marks and the elewator deck to be dry and
free of oil,

26, That within ten (10) minutes of the sccident USS TICONDEROGA, USS
GRIDLEY (DLG-21) and USS TURNER JOY (DD-951) had taken up search positions

in the immediate area of the aceident,

27. That the search was continued by USS TICONDEROGA until about 1801 India
and by the two destroyers until 1730 India.

28. That after search by USS GRIDLEY; USS TURNER JOY and USS TICONDERCGA;
including use of a helicopter and lifebcats, the only items located were
the pilstts helmet and two parts of a fuel cell of the aircraft,

OPINIONS

1, That LTJG Douglas Morey WEBSTER was well qualified by training and
experience to carry out the responsibility of manning and controlling ALE
Bureau Number 151022 during the movements it was scheduled to mske as

part of the exercise.

2, That, insofar as can be determined, LTJG Douglas Morey WEBSTER was in
sound heal th and was adequately rested at the time he manned the aircraft
for the scheduled movemert,

3. That LTJG Douglas Morey WEBSTER was o
he entered the cockpit:of the.aircraf
mvment of ‘the a:l.rmft fr




L. That, at commencement of movement, ALE Bureau Mmber 151022 was in
satisi‘actory mechanical condition to be moved safely from the Hangar Deck

to the Flight Deck,

5. That the movement of the aircraft was conducted by a complete and well
trained aircraft handling crew under the direction of a qualified plane
direct.or with an adequate number of qualified safety supervisors,

6, That the members of the aircraft handling crew were in their proper
places during the movement of the aircraft., |

7. That the movemerit of the aircraft by the crew proceeded at a safe and
-normal speed from the time the chocks were removed until the aircraft i
approached the normal spotting position on aircraft Elevator Number Two, .

8, That timely and proper signals were given to the pilot to stop the
aircraft; including hand signals and the blowing of whistles by the plane

director and one or more safety supervisors.

9. That the rrhistle signals were of sufficient volume to give a reasonable
expectation that the attention of the pilot would be attracted.

.~ 10, That the pilot was :Lnattentive to the plane director while the aircraft
was in motion, s

11, That (1) the pilot failed to respond appropriétaly to the director's
signals to apply the brakes; or (2) the aircraft suffered complete failure
of the braking system to both wheels of the main landing gear during the

movement of the aireraft.

12, That the chockmen made every reasonable effort to stop the aircraft with
~ the chocka after the plane director's whistle signal was sounded,

13, That the sWMd chocks slowed the movement of the starboard wheel
swinging the nose of the aircraft to the left.

14, That the port chock was knocked aside by the movement of the port
wheal ard was therefore ineffectual in slowing the movement of the aircraft

which continued in a generally ¢utboard direction,

15, 'Ihat a section of the safety railing was broken either by the impact

- cf the pcrt main landing gear or by the weight of the aircraft falling
upon it as the port wheel rolled off the elevator and into the aai‘ety net.,
+16,. That the ueight of the aircraft broke the fittings which hold the safety
net in place.

170 That the aircraft pivdted on the e__dge of t.he elevator causing it to roll
to an inverted position as it fell away from the ship,

18, That the pilet did mot Viea've the aircraft prioi' to its impact with the
water although his helmet may have fallen out through the canopy opening.

19. That the aircraft struck the water slightly tail first in an inverted
position forcing the canopy toward the closed position.

Bt 20, That sudden closure of the canopy by water impact either crushed _the
pilot.'s ‘hands between th ckpit .




22, That USS TICONDEROGA, USS GRIDLEY, and ‘USS TURNER JOY conducted a
thorough search for LTJG WEBSTER, without success,

23. That the TICONDEROGA's slight 1ist to port, weather and sea conditions
were not significant factors in the loss of the aircraft and pilot.

24, That the removable guard railing on the outboard edge of Number Two
Elevator lacks sufficient strength and height to be effective as a
physical barrier to an aircraft moving at a nominal speed for routine

deck~handling operations aboard aircraft carriers,

25, That the loss of ALE Bureau Number 151022 and the resultant death of
LTJG Douglas Morey WEBSTER were not the result of any negligence, misconduct
or lack of proper training and supervision on the part of any person or
persons in the aireraft handling crew which moved the aircraft or in any
supervisory position on board USS TICONIEROGA.

RECOMMENDATIONS

l. That pilots flying from aircraft carriers be reminded frequently of
the importance and necessity for close attention on the part of the pilot
to the signals of the plane d:l.rector during the movement of aircraft on

i , ! board,

i : 2, That plane directors be required to frequently observe the pilot durlng
the movement of aircraft and if, either by the pilot's appearance or by .

! his failure to react izmediately to given signals, the plane director

-4 believes the pilot is not devoting his full attention to the ongoing move-
Al ment, that the director bring the evolution to a halt until he is assured

of the proper cooperation of the pilot,

height as possible within the limit impoaed by the necessity for adequate
clearance of the guard rail by the underbody of any embarked aircraft.
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=FIRET DAY

On board
-~ USS TICONDEROGA (CVA~14)
. Al S . =
. Q,ov"\« - = v ' A5/
J O ¢ oS Saturdsy, 11 December 1965
The board met at 0930, '
e { Present:

Captain ;, U, S. Navy; and

Commander i, U, S. Navy, members. _

Commander i, U, S, Naval Reserve, member and cownsel

for the board,
The court was cleared and the oounsel for the board read the appeinting
order, original prefixed, marked "A",

All matters preliminary to the investigation having been determined, and
the board having decided to sit with open doors, the board was declared

in session.

The appointed reporter, » Seaman, U, S, Naval Reserve,
; Was sworn.

Iieutenant » Us S, Haval Reserve, was called as & witness
for the board, was duly sworn, informed of the subject matter of the inves-.
tigation and examined as follows: '

DIRECT EXAMINATIOH

Questions by counsel for the board:
Q. 3tate your name, rank,; organization and present duty station,

; A, ) . Lieutenant, Medical Corps, U. S, Naval Reserve, attached
S to Attack Squadron FIFTY SIX, as flight surgeon.

Q. How long have you known, Douglas Morey WEBSTER?

N %, Approximately 3 to 4 months, sir, _
2y 2. Will you describe briefly for the board the physical stature of the

e

ey officer in question?

A; LTJG WEBSTER was of average height, a pproximately 5 feet & inches tall,
medium build, approximately 150 pounds.

Q. Will you tell the board about his physical comdition?

A; Yes sir., Mr, WEBSTER had a medical examination within the past year, snd
had passed it, and at the time of the mishap he was physically qualified

for the flight. Prior to the time of his flight, he had had an adequate
amount of rest and eaten regularly, and for all, apparently, was completely

normal regarding physical and emotional conditions.

=4
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L. Are you aware of any mucnsl wental, suclological or psychological
considerations which would tond to impalr the effectiveness of LTJG WEBSTER

ag an aviator?

A. No sir, I am not.

@ Do you know of any circumstarc.:. which could have occurred that would
have caused loss of hearing of LTJG wELSTER?

A, No sir,

Q. Do'you know of any unusual stresses or strain that may have reflected
upon LTJG WEBSTER's condition prior to the mishap? .

A, Vo sir. I om nware of no sneh condition or problem,

#as a Mcdical Report of Death entered in the instance of this accidemt?

(5
e

A, The Standard Medical Officer's Report as required by Aviation Medical
Sclence, is in the process of being completed now and has not yet been
submitted, The Standard Death Certificate has besn submitted along with

the health record.

Q. Can you tell the board the essentials of the death certificate -~ name,
cause of death and date?

A, The death certificate states that Mr., WEBSTER's death was an accident

in which the adveraft ro)led olf the zide of clevator nunher 2, fell
livvertcd in tha wier and 2ec-o of Yoath vas drovminzg,  This oceurred on
soes . ok s Yol TANO TeERtT
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Comnsal:  Preos hs bosrd wish to oxandne this witness further?

tnestions by board merber, Commander
2. Dr, ; are you in the position to know if he needed medical assistance,
in other words, what was your relationship to Mr. WEBSTER?

A. My relationship to Mr. WEBSTER was one of reserve and casual personal
knowledge. Mr, WEBSTER and I were not close friends and it would have been
my opiriion that he would have consulted me only in serious or official
matters, In other words, I am not of the opinion that he would have con-
sulted me of scme personal problem that rdght not have had any medical

simificance.

Q. Are you the flight surgeon of that squadron?

A. Yes sir, I am.

Q. If ha had a medical problem would he be likely to go to you?

A. Yes sir, that is correct,
Would you be able to tell us WEBSTER's full name and service mumber?

A, ILieutenant Juniecr Grade Dourlas MYorey WEBSTER, o

beard nor the board d
= 2 i jus
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Q. What werk m been deme on thp main landing gear amd

The witness was dnly cautioned concerning his testimony and withdres
frem the rocm,

Lisutenant Commander WIO U, S, Navy, was called as
& witness for the board, was duly sworn, informed of the subject matier of

the investigation and examined as follews:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. State your nams, rank, organization and present duty station.
A, o \O _, Lieutemant Commander, VA-56.

Q. How many years have you beem flying the AL aireraft?

A, Sinee 1964 -~ a little over a year sir, |

Q. Vhat is yowr total pumber of flight howrs?

A. Appreximately 3100, \
Q. How lomg have you been maintemance officer of VA-~567

A. RBight months, sir.

Q. Will you please describe for the board what is your understanding
relative to an accident involving an ALE assigned to VA-56 om the aftermoen
of 5 Docember 19657

A. My understanding sir, is that the aircraft was heing moved in cemmection
with an exercise, that the aireraft was manned a: the time amd the aircraft
was belng moved on to mumber 2 elevator,while it was lowered ,rom the hangar

deek in preparatien of taking it to the flight deck. It never stopped but
went over the side.

Q. Do you know the side number of the aircraft im question?
A, Yes sir ~ Bureau Mumber 151022, side number 472,

Q. Briefly, will you state the history of thia alreraft?

A, The aircraft,Bureau Fumber 151022,was in the fifth momth of its secomd

tour, The ai.x-frane had acecumulated 655,1 flight hours and 715 landings,

of which 191 were arrested landings. 90.8 flight hours and 56 landings,

47 of which were arrested landings, had acerusd since Progressive iireraft

Epwerk was ceapleted on 16 Augwst 1965. The first- odd- ealendar imspoet~

ion was completed on 21 September 1965 with 88.2 of the tetal flight hewrs,
49 of the total landings and 46 of the arrested landings ecowring between

2] September 1965 and the time of the accident.
Q. Were there any discrepancies ef {ho "pellew sheet®?.

A, There were a few radio discrepaneies, however, nnthing pertained. to the
brake system,




Q. And what was the result of their functionsl check of the brakes?

A. Operable in all respects.

Q. Vould you describe briefly how the brake system operates in this
particular model of the A4?

A, This is a hydraulic brake system - a separate system from the utility
control and hydraulic system; It's a single disc, three puck system., The
outflow from the master cylinder applies pressure to the unit on the wheel,
Friction on the disc stops the aircraft siowly.

Qs Is this system :independexﬁ;?

A. Mo gir, it is not,

Q. In your opinion is this system strong enough to cause a2 skid on a
surface such as exists on number 2 elevator?

A, TYes gir, it is,

Q. In your opinion if the tires skidded, would this leave marks on the
elevator?

A, Yes sir, it would.

Q. M, %jw ., what are the prerequisite steps for ejecting from the A4E?

A. Of course, all safety devices must be removed from the airsraft., Activate

one of the two activating levers,
Q. Can you describe the safety devices that must be removed?

A. Yes sir. There are threa.; safety pins plus a lever in the head rest which,

wfxen in the down position, mechanically locks the face curtain and an
alternate ejection handle, The lever in back of the head rest is commonly

called a "head knocker®™. When in a down position, this lever mechanically
locks the faece curtain and the alternate ejection handle.

Q. That must be the position of the canopy prior to ejection?

A, It can be open or closed,

Q. If the canopy was in the open position what would be the sequence of
events of ejection?

A, The canopy would be ejected followed by the seat.

2. “hat difficulties might be present in ejecting into the water from an

inverted pogition?
4. This is something where there is little known, and I know very little,

Q. Assume the canopy was open at the time the ALE left the outboard edige of
nunber 2 elevatcr. What would you expect would happen to the canopy at the

time the sireraft landed on itz back?
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Q. J'_f the pilot elected to leave the éockpit by his own power, rather than
ejection, how many attachmente would he have to unfasten before he would L
he would be free?

A. He could do it one of twe ways: He could pull his seat release or his

harness release handle and he would have his seat and parachute with him,
Or, if he chose to; he could unstrap, He would have to loosen four quiek

snap release fitiings - two on his shoulder and two on his waist,.
Counsel: Does the board wish to examine this witness further?

a

Questiens by board member, Cormander H
Q. Were you the maintenance officer of VA-56 at the time of the accidemt?

A, Yes sir, I was,

Q. BHow long have you been maintenance officer?

A. Approximately eight months,
Questions by semlor board member, Captain - H

Q. Are the brakes independent on this aircraft? In other words, if one
brake fails, will the other brake fail also?

A. It weuld depend on where the failure occurred, In othexr words, if it
oceurred down at the unit, the other brake would be good, If it occvwrred
somewhere between the reservior and the unit them both brakes would become

inoperabla,
Q. Is there any mechaniesl back-up to this system?

4. No sir.

Questions by board member, Commander
Q. Is there an emergency brake?

4, Mo sir,

Q. ©Or a bottle?

A, Mo Siro
Neither counsel for the board nor the board desired to examine this
witness further,

The senior member informed the witness that he was privileged te make
any further statement that he thinks should be a matter of record in eon-
nection with the accident under investigation.

The witrness stated he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly cautioned coneerning his testimony and withdrew

from the room. |
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Q. State yowr name, rate, organization and present duty station?
A, x-S\, ABE2, USN, USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-14).
Q. What is your assigned position in V-3 Hivision?

A. I'm hangar P,0,, sir.

Q. Could you describe briefly for the bemefit of the board the responsibility
of Hangar bay number 2 supervisor in handling aireraft?

A. As hangar deck P,0., whenever they are moving aircraft up and down the
elevator or just in the bay itself, it's my Job to be there and supsrvise
and to get the job done as fast and safe as possible. i

Q. On the afternoon of 5 December 1965, how was the word given to indicate
a desired movement of ALE number 472 from the hangar deck to the flight deck?

A. They all come by elevator control — by the phone talker and he is on the
line with flight deck control, The word was passed to find out if the air-
craft mmber 472 was ready to be taken topside. I walked ovex to the pilet

and asked him i he would mind getting imto the plane because we had to break
it dewvm and take the airerafti topside. So the pilot entered the airecraft and the

plane captaim went wp with him and started strapping him in, Fe was only
up there five or ten minutes, The elevator was brought down and we commenced

to mave the aircraft out and onte nuwber 2 elevator,
Q. Wouwld you describe for the board the term 'bresk dowm'?

A, Wellabreakdomiswheréa}lthetiedwnsaretahono.frandputaw,
except for 3 ~ get the checks out and let off the brakes and point the air-
craft in the genwral directien in which the aireraft is to be moved.

Q. Would you deseribe the actual movement of the aircraft as you witnessed
it?

A Well, from what I seen -1 was right next to the pilot on the deck - it
seemed to me at the time as we were pushing the aireraft omto the elevator
it appeared to me that he was looking at something betweem his legs or

in the cockpit ~ his instruments or something, I don't kmow, But the way
I fesi, he did not pay any attemntion to the director at all.,.

Counsel for the board gave a diagram (Bxhibit 1) to HOUSE,

Q. Would you draw the movement of the plane as it proceeded or to mmber 2
elevater and would you locate the position you were in during the movemert

of tha sireraft?

A, The alreraft was right there, here was the director and I was standing
right next to him, We procesded to move the alreraft out and I just walked
cver there and stopped. The plane was moved onto the elevater and pushed
on the elevator. Az the aircraft was moved on,it went off the elevator amd

landed on its top. I didn't see the pilet get out.

Q. /54 -ould like to -uk you to comment on the signmals snd procedures
that are used in meving aireraft ontoc the elevator?

A, Sir, we either use whistle

S S S T
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G I would like to show four pictures of an ALE on the elevator, two pictures,

with nothing on it, and two with an IAE on the elevator, and ask if he

would determine if these pictures are correct with respect to an aircraft

on the spet on the elevator prior to movement te the flight deck, Would

you $&ll the board if this position of the aircraft on the elevator is

correet? (Bxhibit 2)

A, Well sir, sometimes when the flight deck calls down they want the air-
eraft spetted on the forward or after part of the elevator, sending wp the
launeh that will be spotied overmight. This time the airecraft 472, was

called down on the after part of *2%, This aireraft was in the position
ags this ome hers, ( indicated the piectures with the aircraft im
plaze) Normally we spot them inm the middle of the elevator and take it

up, mlese otherwise told to spet them somewhere elss,

@]

Q. Here are 2 pictures looking aft, of number 2 elevater, one with air-
eraft in pesition and the other in which the wheel position has been drawm
and measurements inserted. To the best of your knowledge, is this the
correet spot aircraft 472 was to be moved intec om the elevator and onm uwp

to the filight deck? (Exhdibit 24 ard 2B)

A, T@ngkmwledgelwnldsayyes. This is the ususl spot in the after
part af the elevator, it clears the wing approximately 6 inches,

Qs Did you moete the position of the nose wheol of the aircraft st the time
the whistle was blown?

4. I was sbanding by the tracks, The nose wheel startsd getting about here

and the director blew the whistle and it didn't stop. He had a safety man
ot each wing and two men underneath, The whistle sounded again, I dom't

know if he sensed anything was wromg, but the pilet didu't pay any attention
at ali, He just kept going. I had a whistle and started blowlng.

Qo Were you able to observe the activity of the persommel who were respon-
sitle for plasing choeks in pesitien?

A, Well, yes and no, Everything happemed so fast. TYou ecould hear the
chocks hit the deek, I looked and seen the port chock come back out, By

this time the port wheel was almost into the net,
Q. (an you describe what happems when a choek is thrown out after beimg
pliesd in pesition?

2, TY¥s5 sir. The chocks usnally have non-skid on both surfaces. Most of
the chocks we have now, the mom—skid is worn off, Sometimes with a little
631 or greass or anything of that nature the cheeks have a tondemcy te skid,
When tiis happens they'll slide right eut. It happened many times befere,

Q. Dzes ‘the ehock ever ﬂy out because of a twlsting a.etion betwssn the
tire and the desk?

A, Tes sir,
Q. Could you detarmine in this instanee why the chock had come owt?

i A. o g e B e 0 ;
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4. Yes sir, The gircraft was spotted right underneath hangar control

onn thz port side, aft of number 2 elevator., The aircraft was moved eut
onted number 2 elevator, We have 3 small ramp that goes from the hangar
deek onto the elavator., Well, sometimes if we don't have enough momentum
the aireraft will not make it wp the little ramp the first try. So, it
took two tries before going up the ramp, The director was en the forward
part of the aireraft, moving the airecraft onto the elevator. it this
particular time I was standing right in here. (Exhibit 1) The aireraft
started moving aft en the elevator, I started walking into the elevaier
whera the cables are for the elevator. One thing I left ouwt, there was

a bomb cst set out here, (Exhibit 1) As the plane was moved on the
elevator the director blew his whistle., This is the first time I neticed
the pllot was net payirg any attemtion, The bomb cart was in the way of
one of the drop tanks — in this case the port drop tank, The directer
blew the whistle one time and the plane did not slow down, Ho clemehed
his fist, which is the stop sign, At that time the bomb eart was already
moved out of the way. The direcktor took him off the brakes and the air-
craft eoniipmed relling aft, Ilike I sald before, the nose wheel was
right in here (Exhibit 1) where it i1s usmwally spotted, two feet zcross
the strips. The nose wheel was at that point. The yellow sidrt and the
dirs~tor blew the whistle, The aireraft did mot stop., it the soumd of
the whilstle the blue shirts knew the chocks must go in, The whistle
souzded but he did net stop, The chociks went in, From what I seoa over
here the port chock came bagk out. This ome here, the wheel rellesd over.
If the chocks bave too mmch roem the wheel has a tendeney to run ower or
Just dwag the ehoek alomg. That is why this cloek was tkrown out, EKEe
tried to kiek it back in but it was too late and ke relled ocut of the way.
The pert wheel relled inte the safety met and broke, The reason foxr
this is the starboard cheek held longer than this one, turming it en an
angls and geimg inte the net, A% that particuiar moment, while it was
sittinmg in the net, I think the pilot realized for the first time what
was going er, I saw him look up e€lutching the edge of the cockpit. It
seausd to be held in midgir, then the safety net broke amd it rolled over
on its top imte the water. As it landsd into the water I ran over to the
edge of the alevator, The Assistant Flight Deck Officer, Mr. . L .,
passed the word to me from topside to bring the elevator up, I cleared
the elewater and took the elewator topside, The elevator has to be
raised when the ship goes imto a turn, While the elewator was takem
topside I was standing en the very edgs watching the aircraft go by,

and fleat maybe 100 to 150 yarde er maybe less, 4nd I watched all

this tims and at me time at all did I see the pilot or him trying te get

out.,
Questisns by board member, Commander ’\l_/\-f’

Q. I call your attention te a time when you said, the break down signal
was givem to take the tie dowms off the aircraft, and at the initial
comuencement of the movement, The pilot was given the signal to apply
the brakes, At this time was there amy indication from the pilet thst

the brakes did not apply as they were signaled.

A. Sir I de not know this, Unless the ship is in heavy weather the plane
very seldom moves, Unless the skip is in a rock and roll metien, the

aireraft will move that way.

Q. Did the pilot give any signals or indication he had preblems?
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4, TIi was open, sir,

Q. Was the pilot wearing a helmet?
A. Mo sir,

Q. Duaring the entire movement of the aireraft did you see anything at all
that indieated that brakes were applied at any time during this movement?

A, No air,

Q. Now, after the aircraft went into the water could you tell ms hew leng
it flsated?

A, Well, when it went by the fantail it was still fleating, because I
saw undernesth the wings, it was still fleating wpside down.

Q. You have used a term moving aft in your testimony previeusly. Do
You mean this was the movement of the aircraft?

A, Yes =miw,

Q. DNot necessarily forward and aft in relation te the ship?

A. Mo sir,

Questian.:;t by zoumsel for the board:
0, - LAY il jou eimmt-cu e ade-canmEien at the biE of T8-ganident)

A, Well it appesred to me that it was normal, as a ship has a tendency
to roll pert to starboard, but overall it was like= a regulsr move — mwo

diffienlties,
Qe VWould you say the deck was wet or slippery?

A, No sir, mot on the elewator,

Qe Are you responsible for the training of the erew on the movement of
the airsraft?

A, Well; I don't quite understand yom, sir.

Q. I'm atismpting to try to determine if this was a properly trained crew?
A. Well, yes and mo. It's not my job to train them but it is my jeb to see
they get it dome right and if they make any mistakes I try te correct them
and help them ss mmch ag I can, Same as a first cless or chief,

Q. Would you comment on the training of the erew of the aircraft imwvelved?
A, The way I feel, this is a real good erew as far as following erders
partisularly when there is an aircraft, a 1life and a lot of money imvelved
in the mevement of alreraft. Like the understanding when the whistle
sounds that means chocks automatically go in whether the brakes are applied
or not, This is a standard rvle of the hangar and as far as 1 can remember
it always has been this way., Thls is a safety precautien,
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A, Sir, at the time we were at fhght quarters, We do have a full crew
other than one man on the phones, The rest of them are imvolved in the

mova?ent of aircraft,
Q. 'fau had the proper number of choek men?

A. Yes sir,

Q. Froper number of plane pushers?

A, TYes sir, |

Q. Proper mumber of safety directors?

A, TYes sir,

Q. And the plane director?

A, Yes sir,

Q. Was the coekpit manmed?

A, Yes =ir, |

Q. Were they at flight quarters?

A, Iea sir, they were at flight ﬁua.rta-s.

Q. A!b the time the aircraft comwenced its movement where was the pilot
looking?

A, He was looking inside his cockpit at something.

Q. Could you tell what he was doing?

A. No sir, mot from where I was standing, He was up there, We have no

idea of whats going on inside the airecraft.

; After the aircraft went over the hump and started on the elevator,
what was the pilet doing?

A, He was still looking imside the cockpit.

Q. As the nosewheel of the airceraft approached the yellow lIine what was
the pilot doing?

A. He was still looking inside his cockpit.

Q. At the point of where the port wheel went inte the net, what was the
pilot doing?
A, A1 of a sudden he locoked up like he was startlied, his hands gripping

the sides of the cockpit and the aircraft wemt over and commenced falling,

Neither counsel for the board nor the board desired to examine this
witness further,

The senior member informed the witness that he was privﬂ.cgd ta nh
any further statuunt that ; S
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A, The pushers are right under the port wheel - a little handle sbout that
long -~ and you have to pump them up, Then he'!ll give you the =igm he has

brakes,

Q. We are talking about an F8 aireraft?

A. Yes sir, With the A4, unless he don't have brakes, the plane captain
or the pilot usually tells us *we don't have brakes', or 'I don't havs pert
brakes!, er 'starboard brakes', As far as I ever heard, I've mever heard
of beth brakes going out at the same time on an Ak. On an F8 sometimes
during the preeess of sitting still it loses brakes and while he is off

the brakes and doesn't kmow and you tell him to alow dewm or blow the
whiztle and the plane does not step instanmtly. That is why the chesks

are threwn in and this way we save many planes - besause of the altermess
of the eheckmen. If the choecks are thrown in at the same time the air-
craft will stop. If a cheek is thrown in faster on ene aide tham the etker,
the aireraft will jerk either way and if the check is threwn faster en

the pert side, the starboard will jJerk. In this partienlar ‘case, plane
472, we threw them in there and yeu can eesily tell by the sownd ef the
choeks whether they both hit at the same time or eme befere ths ether,

And it seemed te me the check that was on the after part hit a split
second before ~ thump, thwmp like that - and this is wiky the sireraft
turned te the side and the port wheel went in first instead of both of them

going in at the same time,
Q. Wken this happens does this temd to throw one of the choeks out?

A, Sometimes, yes, When you threw one in first then the eme wheel will
stop and th2 other one will slide and this has a tendemecy to kick the othar
chock out and I think this is what happened in this particular instanse,

The witness was duly cantioned eoncerning his testimemy and withdrew
fror the roem,

"//7/\0 Airmsn, USN, was called as a witness for the board,
wis duly sworn, informed of the subject matter of the inmvestigation and

expmined as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questiena by counsel for the boawrd:
State your mame; rate, ergamization and present duty station,

Qo
A, '%/ > . Airmen, USN, USS TICOMDEROGA (GVA-L4).
Q. What is your respensibility relative to mevement of aircraft emboard

TICONEEROGA?

4., I'm the elevator eperater sir,

Q. 4s such, will you explain what your function is im the movemsmt of air-
craft frem the hangar deck to the flight deeck?

4, We recelve word frem flight deek control which aircraft to take uwp amd

' I pass the werd to my crew and they break it down and have it ready e go

thoairerarti’

elevater down,

onto the elevater. I bring the
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Qs W1l you dascribe for the benefit of the board the movement of aircraft
gide mumber 472 as you saw it on 5 December 1965"

A, Well, flight deck control asked for 472 to be broken down and take it
on the elevater al hangar deck level, bring it on the spet on the elevator.
Just as they started pushing it over the hump I lecked the other way, I
hesrd the directer yell for the pdlet to slow it down, I turned back
towsrds the aireraft as it was moving on the elevator very fast, He blew
the whistle, I looked down &t the chock men. I didn't kmew who it was
at the time; but I found out later it was a friend of mine, He threw

the ehoek in but it came back eut, The aireraft kicked the chock eut.

Hetriedtopntitinagdnmditcmebackouttheseeondtdn He was
never able te put it in a thixd time,

Q. Did you observe any unusuwal action on the part of any member of the
crew in the mvement of the aireraft onto the elevator?

A, How de you mean by umusual, sir?
Q. Have you observed a number of movements of alreraft onto the alewator?

A, Yes glr, I have.

Q. Was there anything unusual er different from the movement of tiis air-
craft onte the elevator than what you mormally see?

A. Mo sir, nothing umusual about it,

Q. Iid you hear the whistle blow?

A, Yes gir,T did-ammber of times-a.bont three times, The director blew
it twdise and then blew it again, And the safety men also blew their whistles.
The plane did net stop or give any indicatiens of trying te slow dewm o

anything. It just kept right om going.

have a diagram here of hangar bay 2 with the deck edge

Q. ,%D’éo i
elevator’ here. Will you mark the position in which yeu consider the air-
craft nose wheel to have been when the whistle was blowm?

A, (Exhibit 1)

Q. " will show you some pictures of an & aircraft spotied on
number 2 elevator. There are twe pictures of the elevator with and two
without an alreraft on it and I request that your make a statement regarding

where this aireraft is spotted in comparison with the proper positien for
an airersft which is being moved te the flight deek?

A. It was spotted on the after part of the elevator in the proper pesition

for taking to flight deck level, There is enough room hers to plaes another
airevaft here in the forward psrt of the elevator.(Indicating the pictures,

Exhibit 2) This is approximately the position the aircrali was leocated
in when the whistle was blown,

Q. Will you restate ‘the membge ef Tiwes the shistle-sad~2IAWRT

A. About three times, sir. The direetor blew it twice, and a third time,
The safaty men and the director alse blew the whistlo.r

Qe Hnopulmhngdirnﬂ:atm_drardtuit




A, As it went off the back edge of the elevator the port wheel struck
the safety met first and spun the nose in a forward pesition. The pert

drop tank hit, and it flipped over on its back when it hit the edge
of the elewater, ‘

Qs What happened to the airecraft after that?
A, It fell over on its back and landed into the water..
Q. What was your action when the aircraft wemt over the side?

A, Ip it went over the side I called the flight deek and informed them
that an aireraft went over the aide,

Q. What means did you use to eall the flight deck?

A, I ealled the flight deck elevator mmber 2 indicating elevator mmber
2 ealling flight deck eontrel,

Q. This i3 on sound powered phomes?

A, TYes mir, it is, and indieating that 472 was in the water on the port
eide, The chock men on the port wing, I saw ome of them get hit with the

plane.
Q. Was he injured?
A. He was wminjured - he got up. The director zleared the elevator and I
took the elevateor up to flight deek level, .

Q. Did you cbserve the pilet during any movement of the aircraft omto the
elevator?

A. Mo sir, I did not see him after thesy started moving the aircraft, I
did ses him while they were preflighting the alreraft. '

Does the board desire to question this witness further?
Questions by board member, Commander \/L',AO
Q. Werse youn on number 2 elewvator?

Ae TYes gir,
Q. How long have you been an elevater operator?

A, About a year, gir,

Q. You already told us where the nose wheel was when the first whistle
was blown, where was the mose wheel when the second whistls was blsan?

A, Appreximately a foot outboard of the line,

Q. V¥hen the whistles were blowm by the safety directors and all, hew
much further away f rom the yellow line was the nose wheel?

A, I didu't notice, sir, I was looking at the chock men while they were
trying te plaee the checks, K11 ef them blew th tle M
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The witness was duiy cautioned concerning his testimony and withdrew
from the room,

; Alrman, USH, was called as a witness for the board, was
duly sworn, informed of the subject matter of the investigation and examined

as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questions by counsel fer the board:
Q. State your full name, rate, erganization and present duty station.
A, _  Mrman, USN, USS TICONIEROGA (CVA-14).

Q. W#ill you describe for the beard what your responsibility is im the
novasent of aireraft onboard USS TICONDEROGA? ‘

A, I'm an aireraft director in hangar bay number 2, and, when Im not
directing, I'm safety man on the port or starboard wiag or tail of the

aireraft,
Q. I waderstand yeu are a qualified plane director?

4, Yes gir, I am,
Q. Were you operating in that capacity on the afternoon of 5 Decembexr 19657

A, I was a safety man on the port wing,

Q. Will yeu describe for the board the movement of the aircraft, side mumber
472, onto the elevator, starting with the aircraft in its pesition in the

hangsr bay before the movement started?

A. We got the word over the hangar bay ummber 2 phones to move 472 topside,
We broke it down. It was on the port side nose under hangar deck ccmtrol
pointing owtboard. We broke it dewm and began the moving procedure — moved
it backwards omte the elevator., The nase gear should be stopped on the
centerline of the elevator when the elevator is down, The center line

on the elevator lines up with the flight deck. As a safety precautien ws
stop the nose gear on this center line., It will clear the elevator top
side and have plenty of room out of the elevator - no chances of slipping.
It's a good safeiy precaution to stop it on the yellew line. As the mose
gear passed the center line I started blowing my whistle — blew it hard -
and still nothing happened, The ebockman tried to get his chock in; The
plans twisted and the chock came back out, He tried it again - no good! -
S0 I told them to get out of the way before one of them got hwrt Mclvu:.
Up wntil this time the pilet was mot paying atteamtion to the direeter;
After the plame hit the stanchion, the pilut looked up and braced himself,
And then the stanchion bwoke and it started flipping over. Then the safetly
man on my side yelled to the phene talker, 'plane in the water!; The plane

flipped on its back when it hit the water.

Q. Now, would you indicate, in your estimation if the movement of the plame
onto the elevator was at a normal speed?

4, Yes sir; it was,
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A, Well, sir, at the time blew his whistle I was here. (Exhibit 1)
Q. How many attempts were required to get the aireraft on the elevator?

A, There is a hump ¢n the elevator from the hangar ﬁy. There ware two
attempts, The last waz not anm attempt. It was half on and all we had te
do was lean on it a little more, It rolled back and them wemt over,

Q. Did yom observe any applieation of the brakes during the movement at
any time? _

A, Bo sir, I did not.

Q. I have a saries of four pictures here, (Exhibit 2), two of an Ak afr-
craft on the elevator. I would like to have you indicate if this £s the proper

position for an aircraft being moved from the hangar deck level to the flight
deck level?

A, Well, this is according to where they want the plane, Sometimes they
put planes en the elevator, one forward and one aft, When we have culy
one plane coming, welll put it in the center spot, forward,

Q. HALL, would you estimate the number of times the whistie was b]m
by or yourself or any other safety msm?

A, There were a long blast of whistles, I really canmeot indicate hewr

many were blewn. There were four safety men and one directar on the scene,
I'd say blew his whistle right as the nose wheel waz at the center
line, Aind, when the nose wheel crossed the center line, he blew his whistle

harder and then every one started blowing their whistles. I was standing
between the wing and the tail on the port side. I was still safety man,
for the pert wing and, more or leass, for the tail, tco. Whem you spet an
aircraft in the correct spet you don't have to worry about & crunch axd

there!s no need to have one guy standing by the tail,

Keither counsel for the beard nor the board desired to examine this
witness fwrther,

" The semlor member informed the witness that he was privileged te make
any further statement that he thinks should be a matter of recerd in con-
nection with the aceident under imvestigation,

The witness had no further statement to make..
The witness waz duly cautioned eoncerning his testimony and withdwew

from the room,

Hrman, USN; was called as a witness for the board,
was duly swoern, informed of ’che aubjoct matier of the investigation and

exanined as fellows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questions by coumsel for the board:
Q. State your name, rate, organizatien and present duty stat..a.




Q. Do T understand you are both a safety man and director?

A, Yes sir.

Q. Will you deseribe for the board what your function was in the movement of
aircraft side number 472 on 5 December?

A. I was starboard wing tip safety man,

% e ‘Qw » will you describe the movement of this aircraft from its
parked pesition, as you saw it, and describe your pesition relative to the

aircrart a8 it moved?

A. I was on the starboard wing tip. The nose was aft and the tail was
running forward, parked on the port side. And we got word to move it and
bring it topnido. We broke the plane down and started skoving the plane
forward and aligned it with the elevator and moved it onr the elevator.

We brought it up over the ramp, ceuldn't make it, so we bronght it back down
and pushed it back up over the ramp and made it this time, I was on the
starboard side aft of the wing tip. I heard the plane director tell tke
pilet teo slew it down and the plane did not seem to slow down any er any
braking at all, It didn't give any indication of anything, We got to the

middle of the elevator where we generally stop , blew the whistle and it still
failed to stop or put on his brakes, Three yellow shirts blew their whistles

but it still failed to put on brakes, If he had any brakes he didn't show
any indicatiens of it,

Q. Was there any time during the movement of the aireraft that you notized
the brakes bsing applied?

A, BFo sir.

Qe i % Ihavea diagram here of hangar bay number 2 and the elevator.
I would like to have you draw the movement of the path of the aireraft.

(Bxhibit 1)

A, Just before the yellow line he was given a signal to slow down., After
the plane hit the center line we blew whistles and the plane kept en moving.

Q. Which part of the aircraft are you speaking of?

A, The nose wheel right om the center line, this is generally where we stop
the plane, The plane did not slew down but kept right on moving and it just
seemed like it speeded up after it hit the line. The safety men blew the
whistles and threw the chocks in -but one chock jwmped out, The chock mem
tried to kick it back in, but couldn't put it back in. I aon'’t kmow who

yelled to get out, but I keard it, He jumped over the ckick, I don't know
how close it came to taking him with it, but the tow bar caught the back of

his pants.

Q. Were you able to observe the pilot during any part of the movement of
the alrcraft?

Yes sir, when the director told him to slow it dewn, I glanced at the

A,
pilot. The pilot seemed to be looking at something in the cockpit.

see his face —~ he had his head dowm.

I conldn't



Q.
A,
Q.
A,

Q.
A,

witness further,

any

nection with the accident under inveatigation.

from the room,

for-
gation and exsmined as follows:

Questions by counsel for the beard:

Q.
A,

Q.

A.

Q.

shirts on the ether side blew theirs. I was ready te blow mine, just before
it was at the edge - but I didn’t, It was too late to stop it. I was

waiting for the checkmen to get out,

the movement of aircraft emboard USS TICONDEROGA?

How many times would you say the whistle was blown?

In an attempt to stop the airsraft, I would say three, sir,
Who :was the first one to blow his whistle?
The plane director, sir,

How many times did you blow your whistle?
I didn't blow mine, There were two safety men there, and the two yellow

Neither counsel for the board nor the board dou:l.red to examine uﬂ.-

The senior member informed the witness that he was privileged to make
Tfurther statewent that he thinks should be a matter of recerd in con—

The witness had mothing further to say.
The witness was duly cautioned conserning bis testimeny and withdrew

/\%T gc’ ~ Alrman Appremtice, USN, was called as a witness
the board, was duly sworn, informed of the subject matter of the investi-

T T TR
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DIRECT EXAMINATION

s

Staﬁe your name, rate, srganisation and present duty station.
o . Alrman Appremtice, USN, USS TICORDEROGA (CVA-14).

T T TR R T

Will you state for the board what your responsibility is relative to

I'm a ¢chock man,

Relative to the alrcraft that was lost over the side what were your

responsibilities?

A,
Q.
A,
Q.
A,
Q.

Well, to put the chock in, right between the ‘uheel.

Where is your duty station during the movement of the aircraft?
Right underneath the aireraft en the starboard side. |
What do you use as a signal for you to put the chock in?

When I hear the whistle blew I put the chock in,

Will you deseribe hricﬂ;y for tho board the )




- A,  The wheel went over it,

4, Yes air,

Q. Where were you during the movement of the aireraft?

4, Between the drep tank and the wheel covers,
Q. And did you carry the choek with you?

4. Yes sir,

o Will you repeat to the board what suceess you had im placing the cheek
in positien when the whistle was blown?

A. I heard several whistles blewn,

Questions by beard member, Commander To-'-

Q. The chock you were using, did it have non-skid?

A, On mest of the chocks it is all werm off, |

Q. ﬁ;e choek you were using, did it have mon-skid on it?

4, I don't think so, sir,
Q. You said you put the chock sround the wheel and it held, What &id the

wheel do?
There is so much slesrance, se ithe wheel relled

over it)o
Question by counsel for the boawrd:

Q. Yowr feeling is that when your choek held, the aircraft furned?

A. Yeﬂ m.
Questiens by senior board mewber, Captain ¥ lo;

Q. When you applied your check, did it step the wheel you were applying it
to, or did the chotk move with the wheel?

A, The chock moved with the wheal, It didm't stop it. It stopped it for
a few seconds,

Q. In cther words, it slowed it down somewhat, It did nmot stop 1t7

A, TYes sir, that is correet, _
Neither counsel for the board ner the board desired to examine thds witnese

further,

The sepier member informed the witness that he was privileged te make
any farther statement that he thinks should be 2 metter of reeord in com-
neetion with the accident under investigatien.

The witness had nothing furthsr to say,




Questions by the counsgel for the beard:
Q. State your pame, rank, erganization and present duty station?
A H- , Commander, USN, Weapons Officer, USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-14).

Qe Commander, will you imdicate to the board what your position was at the
time of the loss of this airecrsfi?

4, I waz standing in the middle @f the hangar bay looking forward toward
nuzber 2 slevator and was watching the aircaraft being relled onto the elevator.

Q. At what point in the movememt of the aireraft did you first begin to
observe it?

A, Agtually, I was observing it bafere it reached the elevator. If was
parked in a spot just aft of the elevator, I watched as they backed it around
and onto the elewator, I was sb:ﬁ.lmt-ching it while it was in hangar bay tweo.

Q. Were you able to ckzerve the astivity of the plane crew as they noved
the aireraft onto the elevator?

4, Vhen I started to observe the aireraft I was locking &t the pdlot, I was

trying to idemtify whe he wae., I thought I might have known who he was, It
wasnit unti] it got on the elsvater that I switched my attention to the crew
handling the sireraft, First time I sbserved them was afiexr the nose wheel
paszgsed the center lins that goes geuross the elewator, A&fter that I shifted

my attention Ho the crew,

Q. Did you observe the crew as far as arny difficulties in moving the air-
eraft seress from the hangar bay inte the elevator?

A, I% didc®t appear to have any upusual amoand ef’ difficulties, I have nothing
on which to base a comparisen, I wasa't watching them move snother aircraft
onto the elevator esrlier se I have nothing to go on. Bat it didn!t appear

they bad any outward sigus of distrszes,

Q. Could you determine, during the time you were lookiag at the pilet in
the ceckpit, where his attention was directed?

A, At the time the piane wag rolled onte the elevator he appeared toc have
his helmet in his hands - heimet up like he was getiing the microphene cord

straightensd out in preparation for putting it on, He did have ii ocut in
his hands and at the time the msin moumts crossed onte the elevator, Then
I switched my attentions away from him to the plane crew, I didn't notice

anything further about him,
Q. Dd you hear the whistle blow anytime during the movement of the aircraft?

A, TYes, I did. I shifted my attention to the crew and about the time where
I expected it to start slowing up and be chocked up I heard him blow the
whistls, The plane directsr blew the whistle and I noticed the airplane
hadn't slowed down at ail, And then be blew it repeatedly mmtil just about

the time the port main muzat we.nt off the olsva.tor.
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A, I am a heavy-alttsck pilot, I have served with carriers on the East
Coazt. I've bsen on thig sireraft cazpier for over two years as a member
of the akip's emmpany, amd havs ebesrved dsck handling operations quite

ofter,
Queation by board membar, Commander

Q. Commazder . you sald you saw the aireraft move out onte the
elevator, Omze it got onbe the elevater what did its speed of movement

appe&r teo you?

A, Well; 1t was a mmart msvement, It didn't leok alsrming until he blew
the whistle and he csased to slsw down, Nermally as he starts golng down
he alowa down and they chosck tham im, The speed eontinued almost without
any decaleration &t &)l wniii &% ths ilsst movement they seemed to be
werking around the whesls tryivg to get the chocke under it to stop it.
It appeared he slewed down the elerbserd maivn mount and got a chock mmder
it, Then the pert mainm moumt staised retating to the left - counterclock=-
el wise, 4And the psrt main mowst dldn't slow down and finally rolled ever the
= deck edge and inte the safety met, That was the enly big change in speed,

Questivy by senier boaxrd member, faptain

E Q. On the basle of your expeziuzes embomrd aiveraft carriers, would you
say a rall er pitash was elgrificeet &b the times of this incidemt?

A, BNo, eaptain, I had motlced the esa state and, standing in hangar bay
2 lesking scress, I notieed it bad & slight pert list, It was steady and
not meving at all, The ssa stebts was calm and the ship did not make any
turns, COComparsd to pemetimezs when we have gperated, I would say it was

guite steady,
Questien by beard member, Comminder !
Qe Cowld you hesr thess whistiss being blewn?

4, Tes eir, they were blewing loudly emough,
Nzither ¢sunzzl for the boerd wor the board desired to examine this
witnezs furthsr,

The sernier member izformed the wiineas that bhe was privileged to make
= any further stitement that he thiuks sheold be a matter of record in son-
g nection with the aseident wnier fvvestigetion, _

Fi

The witnese stated that he bed motiding further to say.

The witnease was duly esutiemsi soncerning his teatimony and withdrew
from the resm, . Eal

The board recsssed st 1115, 1i Desember 1965, .. -
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The board opensd at 1300, 11 Desember 1965,

Lieutenant Commamder 1. S. Ravy, was recalled as
& witness for the beard,

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questiens by counsel for the bounds
QQ ¥, . " when was the briks system last checked?

A, ©n 4 Dezsmber 1965 all braks systems were checked, The plane was

last flawn on 1 December 1965 and wus setting idle, Because of the change
in tempersture, which was ovur sitwation, all brake sysiems were checked
by troubleshooters om 4 December 1965,

Q. V¥Wezra any discsrepanczies fousd?

A, Po siv,

Bejther counssl for the bosrd mow the board dssired to examine this
witness further,

The senler member informed ths witness that he was privileged to make

any further stsvement that be thizks should he a matter of record in eom-
nestion with the aceident wnder investigatiom. ‘
I

The witusss states thst he bud myibing farther to say,
The witnsss wus duly castiews? sonserning his testimony and withdrew
Irom the rewm,

board, was duly sworn, ihformed of tie subjeet matter of the investigation

s Adrman Appranties, USN, waz called as & witness fer the i
and examined as followw: ‘
i

DIBECT EXAMINATION

Questicwns by sounsel for the bosrd:
Q. S%ste your name, rate, erginisatiom and pressat duty station,

A, irman Apprestise, V=3 Division, USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-1L),

Q. Will you tell the board whe®t youwr responsibilities are with respect to
moving of aircraft onboard USS TICONDEROGA?

e Yy



A, On that aircraft; I was port ehogkman,
Qs ‘Will you describe your responsibilities as port chockman?

- A, The main purpose is chock up the plane when he blows the whistle -
to get the ehoek in as fast as you €an,

Q. Will you describe hov the events ‘happened on the aftarncon of
5 December with regard to your activities and your responsibilities in the

_mvanent ef the aircraft? .

. A, Wa moved the aircraft on a spct on the elevator like we always do, Ths
- director said to slow it down, but nothing happened. The director blew hils
“whistle, I tried to get a chock in but it came back eut. I tried to get

it back in agaa.n but it kept right on going.,
¢. Do you carry the chock with you during the movement of aircraft?

A'o Ies_ Siro

Q. Can you describe the actual eontact between the port main landing gear
and the chock and what happened as you mt.ended to put the chock dmto :

position?

A. The second time the director blew the whistle I put it in, It was going
too fast to stop it and it kicked it back out., I grabbed hold of it again
and put it back in but Just couldn't quits get it,

Q. ' When you take the chockout d» you keep it in a position wider than the
-wheel? : -

A, Yes sir, we nsu'al_l'y epen it up a couple of inches widsr than the wheel
because ita easier when we put the ehock under,

Qe It goes under the wheel extended.?

A, Yes sir,

. Q. How many whistles did you hear?

" A, As the aircraft was being meved I heard three blown,

' Q. Can you describe approximately what position the aireraft was in when
you heard the first whistle blowmn?

A, It was about two feet from the regular spot- and just kept right en going

Q. Two .feot in fromut of the yeu@w Yine?

A, Tes sir,

. spot, or '-hethar rornrd ur m., or inbeard ontbbird u.f'*th
spet? (El:hihd.t 2)
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A, I trded to get it into position umtil I heard the crack of the rail and
thon Itried te get out.

Q. Did you indicate to the beard how many whistles yeu heard blown?
A, It was three, sir,

Q. Can yeu deseribe the movement of the aircraft as it proceeded off the
outboard edge of the elevator?

E, One side wenl off first, it wemt off on an angle.

Q. Were you injured at all in the movement of the aireraft?

A, Yes sir, I have a bruise. The tow bar hit me in the back of the hip.
Q. Did you have this looked at?

A, ¥o siv,

Q. Did ysu have any c¢iffieculty im walking afterwards?

A, Ko sir. |

Q. D4 you sbssrve the aircraft in the water?

A, Yes sir, It was upside down, A

Questiewe by beard member, Commander O~ ‘o

Q. Ths chack you were using, did it have any non-skid on 1t?
A I dsn't believe 1t did, sir.

Q. Did you ever see @ check thrown back owt like that?

4, Ko sir,

Q. Wes the check put im pmperly"

A, Yes gir, It was just too much spsed on the plane.

Yos #=ir, | Thiea
How long have you been in your position uaehoeh;n? :
The phome ‘talker. anﬂInitcheffmt imes Tras

Q. Whers ware you in pesitien in relation to the sircraft when you werx:

wallkimo nlame caweorine +he shoal?
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Betwsen the wing tank and the whesl cover,

-
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You were right up against the wheel cover?

Yes zir,

After the whistle sounde how long does it take for an A4 type aircraft
stop?

This is diffieult to M, sir,.

Hoyw far does it travel?

About six to eight incﬁea s 8ir,

Did you hesitate in putting your chock under the aireraft?

§F £ 0 P ¥ EP.Fr P

Ho sir,
Tou said, "when you heard the whistle, you startad to put the chock in?*

O
)

A Tes girx,

Q. Appreximately how long aftexr you heard the whistle blow -~ could you
estimate how long it took you to put the chock in?

A, It was exly a matter of seconds before it was arcund the wheel,

Q. Was the chock in position in your hand to go around the wheel, or did
you have to myve it around your bedy before you could apply it to the

plane?
A, I had the chock in my hand ready to slide it in.

Q. TYou were expecting the whistle signal?

A. TYes sir,

Question by counsel for the board:

Q. When the port wheel left the elevator did it actuslly break the railing?

‘o YOSB sir.
Neither counsel ror the board nor t.he board _zsirﬁd to m.-:l.no thi- et




Q. State your name, rate, organization and present duty station,
4. ’%7/(0 . Alrman Apprentice; USN.

Q. Will you describe for the board what your position and responsikility
was with respect to the alrecraft?

A. My duties were as tie down man ~ to hook the tie downe onto the aircraft
immediately after it stops. That!s my one and only Job I have,

Q. Did you assist in pushing the aircraft onto the elevater?

A, Yes eir, I did.
Q. v you normally do both these things as tie dmm man?

A, 'Ies sir,
Q. What set of tie downs were you responsible fer?
A, I'm Just responsible for one set of tie downs on the frent nose strut.

Q. In the movement of the aireraft, was there anything nnusual that you
noted = in this particular instange?

A, Nome that I can remember - no I don't believe so., Everything appeared
normal, .

Q. I» yvu reczll whether this aircraft was moved onto the elevator in ens
movement or was it necessary to stop it and push a little harder to get it

over the homp?

A, I den't remember if it tosk more than msrmal effort to geht it over the
hwmp,

Q. Did you hear the whistle sounded te stop the aireraft?

A, Yes, I did.
Q. What was your position relative to the aireraft when the whistle sounded?

A, I was on the stazxboard side ef the aireraft at the nose, That wvas when
I first heard the whistle blow, ¥We got about 8 feet on the alevator,

Q. Can ycu tell me when the firet whistle was blown in relation to the
movement of the aircraft?

A, The first blows when the front strut reaches the yallmr line - thnt is
vhan the uhistle had been blwn. , , _ it g -




AQ I don't rmﬂnber'_g 81—1‘.

Qe Db you remember what the condition of the surface of the elevator was
that day, was it slick, oily, or wet?

A. T don't know what the elevator was but I do remember that morning they
were using fuel by the gas station and there was fuel on the deck mixed

with water,
Q. Was this on the hangar deck or elevator?

A, Thiz was en the hangar deck where the plane was sitting in the. ares,
Aviation fuel was on the deck.

Q. Bid you mote any significant roll ef the ship?

A. No six,
Q. ZApproximately how many whistles did you hear?
4, I keard three whistles that I can remember,

Q. Md you ebserve the aireraft as it continued over the side of the
elevator?

A, As I saw it, after the first whistle had blown I tried to put the

tie down on it, but the airzraft was moving and I missed, I tried again
but missed, I didn't try to put it on again. There was nothing I eould
de to stop it. The chocks didn't stop it. It seemed to have too much
weight, The port wheel was the firat to go over, I remember seeing the
port tark either bend or break — I don't remember which. It broke the
stanehion, then it went up in the air, hesitated and went into the water

on ite back,
Q. At what point did you observe the pilot in the airecraft?

A, At the time the second whistle had blown — this is when I looked at the
pilst, the plane captain and the plane, I heard one of the directers
yell to mlow it down. The director blew the whistle, Thea I looked up

at the pilot, but he wasn't paying any attention until the time he started

going over, That's all I can remember,

Q. Did you observe whether the pilot was wearing a helmet?

%g A, I don't remember, sir, ‘
Questions by board member, Commander %—/(27

Q. On the movement of this aireraft, when it entered the elevater was tho
aircraft moving at a norml speod? Ry

L Ivouldsa;yitmvedfro-thqmgarhwtoth--lmhr




A, Just bafore the flight I remember them changing nozzles or something

and one of the hoses spilled some JP-5 out-maybe a& half gallon or mere -
onte the deek and there was some water on the deck where spray from the waves

came into the hangar bay that morning and it was in the vicinity ef whers
the aircraft was parked,

Q. Were men engaged in cleaning up this fuel?
A, I dor't remember, sir, I don't remember geeing anyone cleaning it wup.

Questions by senior board member, Captain 17/(9

Q. Iid the plane pushers have any difficulties in pushing the plane on
the elevator?

A, I don' think so, sir,

Q. TYou mentioned that you stopped pushing and started pu%.ting on tthe tie
down, What part of the tie downs were you referring to?

A, The chain part that attaches to the deek., I went for the nose strut
ence and missed, That iswhen I realized that the plane was going buck-
wards, Usually, when the whistle blows, this is where I put the chain in
and hook it up and get off the elevator fast, But when I put the chain in
and looked up and tried te put the tie down on, I went for it again and
missed, That is when I heard someone yell "Hey! Don't you have any brakes?®
Then the director said te "slow down, sir" — and the plane kept going eover

the aide,

Q. You said you locked at the pilots eyes at that point, where was the
pilet looking?

4, lpoking at something - not something specifiec - just kept moving from
side to side like this, His eyes were moving fast in a pattern baek and
forthe

Q. When you failed to make your hook-up before the aircraft went over the.
sids, you said you looked up at the pilot, Did you see him at the %ime?

4, Yes gir.
Q. And what was he looking at -~ at that particular moment?

4. I don' think it was anything particular just a movement ef tho eyes,

It might of been something in the eockpit or outeide the plane, but there
was no movement of his head, Hs eould have been reading something or leoking
at something or that sort of thing, He eould have been looking down at

the airplane directors, but he didn’t hear him. His mind was blank. Hs
eyes wandered too fast back and .forth to be looting at _anything 8p¢=...,£is-

‘Questions: by board munber,, l'bmndea- qj /E,
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" Qo Sba‘%;@ your full name, rate, corganigetion and present duty station.
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- the puint at which it wes parked uniil it was lost over the zide?

‘lewel is extending over we can miss it, Well, I blnrw Iﬂlthﬂ
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" Q. Did the pilet ha.ve his helmet, @n?

Neither counsel for the board nor the board desired to examine this
witness further,

The senior meamber informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement that he thinks should be a matter of record im con-
neciion with the agcident under investigation,

‘The witness stated he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly cautioned concarnin,g his testimony and withdrew
~ from the rox,

leﬂ,y » Adrmar;;, USN, was called as a witness for the
board, was BWOrn, ini‘ormad of the subjest matter of the investigation

and e:ta.mimed as follows:s

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questions by esunsel for the board:

iz i T ——————
PR 47 fas i ! FEt Ay S drarnh Rl A R

L Sl  Adrman, USN, USS TICONDEROGA (CVA~ll),
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Q. Wil yeu mplain what pasiti@n you have relative to the movement eof air-
eraft? .

A. Ween I'm not a director I'm a wing walksr er safety supervisor, When
we wee moving the airgraft onts the elevator I was a wing walker - om the
port wing at that time,

Q. Hew lomg have you had thils assigmment on the TICONDEROGA?

A, Sines about April 196i.
Q. Hi.ll -jou describe the movement of the aircraft under investigation from

-
iz

A. It wasz parksd on the port side just aft of mmber 2 elevator, nose
aft - and wes sbarted moving it out. I was on the port wing, We were moving
it onte the elerator and was going to spot it on the after part of mumber

2 elsvator, A bamb rack was on the elevator, so we told them to move it

en the foerwerd part of the elewatcr, Then someone ran out ard moved it,

The director or the safety man on the starbeard side blew his whistle
becausz gf the truck parked thers, The pilot €id not hit his brakes but the
bomb truck was moved out of the way. We were moving aft. Myself and one
of the direeters named ¢y were oun the port wing and all of a suddem I
lovked up &t the pllot and he didn't seem to be paying any sttention te the
dirsstor, I gusss he was looking at something in the eoe.kpclt*bmmjg_
was locking down — but he was mol isokdng at the direstor, The plane
kopt moving back e¢n the elevator, There is-a ye]lwltripelndthilil
where we mormally stop the nose whesl ¢f the plane — right on the yallow
strips, It glves you emough zvam, Inmnnurdanthnmﬁt_m ;2
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A, B sir,

Qe \0, I'11 give you a disgram of pumber 2 hangar bay and elevatar
and ask you to draw the movement of the aircraft from its initial poimt
onto the elevator and place an PX" where you wers located as the ajreraft

moved along.

4, The aircraft was on the port side of the hangar bay, just aft eof
the elevator, The aircraft was then pushed onte the elevator, (Bxhibit 1)

Q. Here are four pictures ef number 2 elevater (Exhibit 2), Would you indicate
whether this aircraft is in the position where you normally positiem it?

A, This pieture is exactly where we would have it usually «~ if they have a
bird at flight deck level on the forward part of the elevator, We put the
bird on the after part of the elevator se that it will give encugh room on
the elevator so when they ralse the elevator one sectlon of the plane will

not be hit by the plane wing.
Q. Approximately how many whistles did you hear?
4, I'd say abouit three or four,

Q. Will you state onte again the exact position wheres the plane was
when the first whistle was blowm?

A, WUhen the first whistle was blown the aircraft was not on the elevater.
That is when the bomb truck was directly bebind it. The next time the
whistie was bluwn was when the nos® wheel was speottsd on the yellow line,

Q. Did the pilot apply the brakes when the whistle was blown: the first time?

A, Mo sir,
Q. IEd you sbserve the brakes being applied at anytime durimg the movement?

4, Mo sir,
Q. Gan you describe the conditisn of the deck on the elevator and hanmgar
deek?

4, The eonditions were better than usual, I'd say. When we have bean
operating, the deck has been wet and the ship would be in a big rel]l - pert to

starboard list.

Q. On this ceeasion how would you describe it?
dry?

4, TYes, sir,

Yould you say the deck was




Was the pilot looking at the plane director then?

Yos sir, he was,

¥hen was the next occasion you looked at the pilot?

Well, just before the whistls was blown to stop the brakes,
Iid the pilot have his helmet on?

No eir.
At the time the aireraft was being moved did he have kis helmet on?

¥o sir,

¥zs he looking at the plane director?

I dontt think so,

What did you mee when yow looked at kim?

Hs was looking down, it seemed to me that he was looking at his cock-
« If I may say, the chief that was in his squadron was a monitor om

EBE o F P F P P O o p oo

Q. Waz he a2 witness?

A, No sir, But later T asked him if the pilot wasn't paying attention,
and he said, ¥yes", ,

Q. VWhen was the next time you looked at the pilet?

A, Just before the aircraft went over the side,

Q. Is it normal for a pilet to be lookimg down while hie aircraft is
being moved?

A, No #ir,

Q. Was the aircraft moving on the elevator at a mormal speed?

A, 1 would say slower than usual, When we have big rolls on the ship -
port to starboard list - we will push it on from the hangar deck to the
elevater and then once it is over, we slow it down. Bult since it was not

rocking, this was not necessary,
Q. What means do you use to slow down the aircrafi

A, The haud signals slow it ‘down, If that doesi’t work then we hit
wiistles — blow the whiutles. R L BV et S e
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Q. With whom were you talking?

A, Ts the director, 4,-\0

Q. Was he the safety director?

4, Tes sir,

Q. What was his job during the movement?

L By whe Tie geine as MiXS. e oS BokE ok Shs port wing,
Q. Wes he wsatching the stern mere so than the pert wing?

A, Well, be wms watehing the port wing.

Q. Were you paying attention to what you were doing during this movement
i er ware you interested in your conversation?

A, I was paying attention to the movement.
Q. At the time you nesrd the whistle blow where was the nose wheel?

kMUY

A, Paseing the yslilow line, ;
it

Q. Id you leok wp at the pilet te see if he was responding to the whistle -

eignal?

A. I locked up st the pilot, I also losked at the chock men to see if they

put the chscks in,

el S

Q. Wzz thara any responsse en the part of the pilet?

&, Bo sir.
Q. Did he give any signal to indicate he didn't have any brakes?

A. Fo sir,
Q. Ikd be say anything, as best you eould tell?

4, Nothimg at all,
Q. Did you have & good view ef him &t that time?

X W s R
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4, Being om the port wing, yes sir, 4s a wing walker you are in a good
position to watch the nose, teail sestion and the port side of the aircraft.

. Nedther . comsol for the board 19 he bo.;rd tln:irodtu sxizs 4 _;_ = :



A, To the fuel crew, the plane captain, or anyone but the director,
In the movement of aircraft, we are responsible if the bird gets crunched -~
nobody else, just us, Especially on number 1 elevator, they tead to pay

attention to everyone else,

Q. I you feel the pilot in this instance was paying attention to someone
else ~ in this case? _

Ao Bot this time.
The witness stated he had nothing further to say,.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and withdrew
from tke room, . 3

%z (d , Alrman Apprentice, USN, was called as a witness
for the board, was duly sworn, informed of the subject matier of the
investigation and examined as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questions by counsel for the board:
Q. State your name, rate, organization and present duty station.
A, 1 = AMrman Apprentice, USN, USS TICONDEROGA {(CVA-14).

Q, Will you explain to the board what your function was in respect: to the
movement of this aircraft.

A, My duties were to break the bird down -~ take the tie downs off the
bird, push it onto the elevator, and put the tie downs on again.

Q. What set of tie down chains were you responsible for?
4, I was on the starboard main strut,
Q. Did you aid in pushing the aircraft?

A, Yes, urtil the point where the plane went over the hump there is on
number 2 elevator., After that I moved into the strut -~ ready for the tile

down,

Q. Will you relate if anything unusual happened while moving the aircraft
onto the elevator?

A. MNothing unusual that I can think of,

Q. Will Fou oomont. of the speed. of the aircr'*ft"' G

L' Tt sowmed normal mcpt when t.he whirt.lu ':"1




4., MNot actually, sir,
Q. ¥here had you moved the bomb truck from?

4, The bomb truck was aft on number 2 elevator and had to be moved for-
ward, It was first brought from the hangar bay tc be taken topside,

Q. Were you able to observe the movement of the aircraft onto the elevator?

A, TYes gir,

Q. Will you describe for the board how the movement of the aireraft
appeared to you?

A, Yes sir, The aircraft was positioned right next to the fuel station,,
The rear end was just aft of the elevator, It was just aft of the elevater

on the pert sids,
Q, Were you able to observe the pilot during the movement of the ajrcrafi?

A, Not uptil the very end of it, When the nose gear went up in the air
was the only time I looked at the pilot,

Did you note if the pilot had his helmet on at the time?

The pilet did not have hizs helmet on,

B &g

Did you observe the helmet anywhere?

No sir, I did not.
Ceuld you observe the aircraft after it went off the elevator?

Tes, I could,
Would you describe for the board what happened?

The nose strut was at a slight angle., The wing tank hit and the plane
ipped over,

In what pesition was it when it hit the water?

ST A N

Pop

It was wpside down - belly up.

Bid you see the aircraft in the water?

r e

Yea, I did,
Did you see anything slse in the water? i’




Q. What i=2 your estimate about the apead of the alrcraft as it was moving -
ag it sane down on the elevator?

A, I wonld say fast -~ extremely fast,

Q. At what point did you mote it was moving fast —~ as it went to the edge,
or over the hump?

A, Wher I first noticed it coming over the hump, I nmoticed the speed,

Q. 2% which time werz you moving youwr bomb truck?

A, Just as they started pushing, and I noticed too they were moving it
onte the elevator, so I movved the bomk truck forward,

QQ When they atarted to move the aireraft onto the elevator yor moved
your bemb track forward?

A. Yes sir,

Q. Wa@ the bewb trusk eompletely out of the way whem the aircralt emtered
the elevator?

A, That is eorrect, It was out sf the way when the aircraft eniered the
elevatsr,

@ Q. What do you attribute the spesd to? Wae there a great many men pushing
2R

it?
-A-. Yes sir,

Q. How many?

ks T esxlin't say how many, sir, But there were a heek of a lot of people
pushing the aireraft and when the aircraft went into the water, it was

packed with peeple,

Q. Did you kear whistle mignels given by the directors or safety men or
anysne else?

A, The ouly time I heard the whistles blow myself was when the airplane
was abcut five feet from the guard rail - when I heard the whistles blow.

Q. VWere you paying partieular atiention to the signals?

ke R I wesnlt, sir,
Questions by board member, Commander b)/kf;s




A, Seven te eight feet outbeard — it all happened so fast.

Nedther counsel fer ths beard ner the board desired to examine this
witnasz furthex,

The senior member informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement he thinks sbould be & matter of record in conmectien

with the ascident under investigation.
The witness stated he had nothing further to say.

The i tness was duly eautioned conuerning hlis testimony and withdrew
from the rocm,

"KQ » Mrman, USN, was called as a witness for the board,
was d'a.}J sworn, informed of the mb,je@t matter of the investigation and
examiwed as follows:

_ DIRECT EXAMINATION
Quqs‘tioﬁs by esunsel for the board:
Q. Rate your name, rate, erganizsation and present duty station?
L "%y (& #irman, VA-5€, USS TICONTEROGA {(CVA-LL)

Q. Will jvou diplain to the board what your regponsibilities are in handling
aireraft?

ﬁa responsibilities of plane eaptain,

Were you plane captain of the aireraft in questien?
Tes =ir,

You are with VA=-567

Yes sir,

How long have you been a plsne eaptain in VA-567

Since April of last year,
Bow long wexs you plane espiain ¢f aireraft side number 4727

Since September 28th,
Q- Hhat sctions ware taken to locste the aireraft in the position to




Q. Did you eheck the time before the gircraft moved to its positiom in the
hargar bay?

4. It was approximetely 1200 houwrs,
Q. Wae thers any work done on the brakess before the accident?

A. A screw on the bottcm of the brakes needed tightening but that was done
& esuple of daye before the aczident, It hadn't required further repair

sinece then,

Q. What preflight action was cerrisd out on the aircraft prier te the
movanant to the flight deck deck?

A. A esomplste praflight briefing, and the brake reservoir was checked -
the pilsts inmspection,

Qasstion by court member,

Q. Id he sheck the reservoir?

4, Mo sir,

L

Questions by counsel.

Q. At what tims did you check the brake reservoir?

A, fbeut 1000 hours,

Q. Wil you imdicate to the beard hew pogitive you are of the position
ef the follewing items prior to movement of the aircraft onts the elevator:

¢ landing gesr handle?

A, It was wp,

ik

R

Q. It wes wp?
A, N, It wes down,

Q. How positive of this are you?

4, I'm positive it was down, This is really not an item cn the preflight
check @.fi‘?.

Q. Wes th@ canspy up? , =

Yes sﬁrs it m.

The i:andle né .openod-i;n tho ..mlm@ﬁd pui‘h:lnﬂ

Q. In the walscked msitien”
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Q. Will you imdicste the position ef the ejection seat safety pins prier
te the movement of the sirearaft?

A. ih@ym@ sut, &ir,

Qe OCgm you ildentify from your own acquaintance the pilot that got imte
the cock=pit?

A. Yss I sam.
Q. Wiii you mame the pilet?

A, LYJG WEBSTER,
Q. Flssse tall the bosrd the extent to which LTJG WEBSTER prepared him~
self in the cock-pit?

A, Wien be got into the esckpit I pulled the pins and put his starboard
showlder strsp en, He already had his leg straps on and he told me he
would get the rest, then I gave him the helmet. He was fixing his port

shoulder strap when I got off the ladder,
Q. A1l that remained was his port shoulder strap for him to be completely
strapped in?

i, Yas sir,
Q. Did you sbsscve the movement of the aircraft after you took the ladder

avay frea the aireraft?

L Yes sir, I did.

Q. Wili you indicsts on the diagram the movement of the aircraft onte the
elevaier? ‘

A. The plane waes aitting aft of number 2 elewator in the hangar bay, W=
then xoved it out onte the elawator, (Exhibit 1)

Q. Id you motice arything urusual sbeut the movement of the aireraft amto
the alerabor?

A, W &ix, mot especially.

Q. Hid y@ﬁ@bsms any traking action on the part of the aircraft at any
tims?

4, Mo sir,

Q. DMd you sbsexrve the pilmt a0y tine the pla.ne Was bed.ng nmrod onto the
olmt@r? sk _ s




Qo [dd you hear him say enything?

A, No six,

Qo Did you hasr kim give the pilet any signals?

&, Yaz sir, I hesrd kim blew his whistles for ti:e brakes,

Q. M4 your observe any application of brakes on the hangsr deck or the
elevator?

A, No sir,

Q. bBs yvu feel ths si@al was given at the proper time?

Ao Yﬁ;'é’»c | .
Qs Bld yeou hear any ether whistles after the first whistle?

4, Yes sir, the first whistle I heard was for it {o slow dom was when the
yellow cext was on the alevater, but it didn't stop, or slow down ence it

got en the elevator,
Q. B4 you observe any brsking actien at this time.

A Mo six,
Q. MXd you hear the whistles eof the safety director?
Ly TYe=,

Q. Can you deséribe the motion ef the &irsraft as it passed through tie
normal pezition as it wes going over the hump in the elevator?

4. There waz 2 bomb eirt behimd it on the elevator The director blew the
whietle for it to siow deown but it gppsared to me that it didn't slow down.
When it got back to the yellew line, he blew the whistle but it didm't
step. BHe was lavking at the starboard wimd sereen.

Q. £s the sireraft stirted meving off the ouvtboard edge of the elevatar,
did the gireraflt go straight off, er did it twn or pivet or apything?

£, It piveted and them went off beckwards,

Qo Where was the position of the alreraft the last time yeu obsexrved the
pilat?

Kk, Geing eff the back edge of the elevator,
Q, ©Gan yeu determine whure his imtsrest was at this time?

A, Golug off tha baek edge of the. -a,mt,or he mm -
startied, - _

Q- mayuubmve tlﬁé}i i . in &)

37




Q. D¢ you have sany ides bow long the plane floeted?

A. Mo sir, T den't.

Does the beard wizk to sxamine this witness further?

Questions by board member, Comssnder Tk : |

Q. Waenm the pilst got im the swek-pit, was he in full f14ight geaxr?

A, Yes gir, he was,

Q, Was he in the normal gear they wse for flying?
A, Yes zir be was, | |
Q, How big of a man was the pilet?

A, Small - about 5 feot 2 inches %all,

Q. When you strapped him in the ceckpit and assisted him to get in the
cock=plt, could he resch the brake padal?

4, Yas sir,
Q. Ysu esuld ses this from whewrs you were standing?

A, I epdide't see thia from where I was stending,

Q. You sald as the plane started sub onto the elevator; the pilet was
lewking out the starboard zide of the cockpit, Where was the plane director

at that tims?
L., Or the pert sids, sir,

Q. When you move the aireraft from the hangar deek omte the elavator,
bow de they normally meve it - with a tracter, er de they pushk it by hand?

A, Kormaily they push it by hand,

Q. Waen the first wkistle was givem te slow the aireraft down, where wus
the nige wheel relative to the 1ip of the slevator = the hmp?

A, It was at the busp,

Q. Whepn the next sigezl was givem to stop the aireraft, where was the nose
whesl.?

A. It was about five foot forwmrd of the line,
Q. Did you lwck at the pilet at that time? . . .. = -~




Q. Did he appear to be locking at the plane director?

A, o siv, he did not,

Q. Was there anything else going on at the time that might avert his
attentions? ;

A. I don't remember sir, He might have been watching another pilet or
loading cxow,

ﬂ:). How many whistle signals were given fha.t you heard?

A&, Twe, |

Q. Did you ebgerve any o!;" the chock men?

A. Yo, I did mot, ' _

Q. ¥as there any skylarking around the aireraft during this movement?

A, Bone that I saw, sir,

Q. Did the movement of this airwursaft -~ up until the time the alrecraft
reached its extreme - did this mgvement appear normal to yowu?

A, Yes sir, it did,
Q. Did you mee the pilot do anything te try to escape?

A. Ko I did met, sir,

Q. There was no effert on hie part to get rid of his shoulder straps or
otherwise disengage himself from the eoeck-pit?

A. ¥o sir, I didn't see him.
Q. At that time did he have kiz helmst om?

4. Ne.
Q. Did be try to stand up in the aireraft?

A, BRe.
Q. Could you see bhis hands?
A, Last I saw of his hands they were gripping the side of the airerafti.

Qe In your opinion was the pilst conseious at the time he wemt over the
side?

Ao 1'88 mc
Was he leoking around when it wemt off?

Q
A, I eanmet say, -y R
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A, Mo six,

VQ.f DBd ke appear to be ngfmal?

L Ics sir, he was acting nermal,

Qiééti@n by soumsel 71'01- .the board:

Q. You said you hﬂmd him get inte the cock-pit?

4, Ye® sir, I helped him fix his shoulder strap. I asked him if he
wanted me to help him with his shoulder strap, and he said, “yes", Then

I handed him bis helnst,
Question by senior board meuwber, Captain V?”b:
Q. ﬁhen;mu haadedhinhis holm@’smsitinthecmingbag?

i, Itnainthehag.

‘Redther e@mel for the board nor tha board desired to examine this
witnasa further.

" The s@ui@r member informed the witness that ke was privileged to make
any further statement that he thinks should be a matter of record in cen-
nection with the addidsnt under imvestigation.

The witness had no further statemsst to ke

The witneas was du.ly cantioned @omzmimg his testimony and withdrew
rrmn the rocu,

The beard adjourned at 1&,559 ll Ds@anbar 1965.




=SECOND DAY~

On board
_USS TICONDEROGA (CVA=lk)

A/

Monday, 13 December 1965

The board recenvened at 0902,

Iisutenant Commander Yo Ue S. Navy, was ealled as & witness
for the board; was duly sworn, infermed of the subject matter of the imvesti-

gation and exsmined as followss
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Qmstioxis by counssl for the beard:
Q. State your name, rank, srgaxisetion and present doty station,

A. Hlo , lieutenant Commander, USN, VA=56 Operations Officer,
preseutly serving opboerd USS TICONIEROGA (CVA<lL),

Q. Will you inferm the board how long you bave knmown Douglas Morey
WEBSTER?

A. I have known LTJG WEBSTER since approximately the middle of September
at which time he reported omboard Yi-56 frem CREW training at ViA=125,

Q. Wsvld you comment, from what you knew, on his back ground as a aviater?

A, LTJG WEBSTER reported direstly to CRAW training from the Training Command
and be had sppreximstely 470 flight bowrs — 170 in the A4 aircraft at the
time wf the sccident,

Q. Was LTJG WEBSTER sssigned as & pilet im an ALE om the afternoon of
5 Decomber 19652 .

A, He was.
Q. Are you awawre of the Buresw Numbar and Side Mumber of the Alrecraft?

4. Tez s:irg the Bareau Humber was 151@22, and the sirle n\mb* wag A‘TZ.

Q. W1l yeu tell tho board \rhothqr ,“ m lnm: ot W
with rogml to the mlntion of the mm»aft. on 5?. p.em 19651

C ot n-mrmu.mm“;'murm..; uired responss
he-wes sssigned te ‘the n:l.rcnﬁ 11: qm%an? L

Ao Iea mgI“.




»Q.» krethercmof.harpimthat hﬂthh'm._ _ th-r

Q. Coummnander \17b are you swunré of any hear loss oa the part of
LTJG WEBSTER? i

Ac N@ Sir'o

Q. Whers is the most likely place for the helmet during an evolwtion such
a8 this?
A, In this type of sircraft, when it is on the hangar deck, the most likely

plzge is mormally up on the canopy bow, ¥When the aircraft is on the elevator
and the alevator starts geing up we pormally put our hard hats on,

Q. In the evolution which wasz tuldimg place on 5 Pecember 1965, LIJG WEBSTER
hzd pot yet put on his helmet, and I'm wondering where it might have been
placed @5 that he wounld have bad it ready to put it om, TYou said most
people put it en the canopy bow, Don't some place it on the stick in the
ovekpit or en their lap, so to spsak? If it was placed on the cancpy bow,
it world have bsen clesrly visible to the pesple who were observing

the exsrcise. _
A, 8ir, if it was in the cockpit it wevld not be visible,

Qe Mr, ‘{‘)\a what are the prerequisits steps for ejecting from the ALE
aireraft? _
A, This iz & very simple ewlution im the Ak, There are two ways af

gstting out of the airaraft, Ome is the face ewritain and the other is the
alternate sjection handle, whieh is located between the legs,

Q.' ¥ill you explain to the bosrd what preliminsry steps er prepsratery
steps the pilst mast take so he can effect an sjection?

A, I'm svrry sir. You will have te ke & littlie more specific - with the
eanepy epaned or closed?

Q. let's take it first with the eanspy epem.

In order fur the eajection ssat to fire, the canopy must first leave
the aireraft, The initial travel of the fece curtain or alternate ejection

handle sutematically jettisons the canopy and syms the seat, If the canopy
does net leaws the alrcraft NATOPS recoomends that the eanepy release
handle be pulled and then actuste the ssat with the primary or alternste

ejection syatam,
Q. Can yon wse this precedure with thes eamopy epen or clesed?

Ao

A, Tss sir.

Q. Will yeu comment on the ne@essit,y for pullix;g the safety pins from the el
eje&'h:i,n mt? : 7 . Sl g _: s

A. Toe safety pins hmm te be rwved priorz_to,ojecthn.

it dees in the air,
canopy first,




Q. If the canopy were fully clssed all the pilet would have to do is pull
the cortain assvming he had discommested his oxygen and so forth?

A. Hs doveen’t have to disconmest his exygen this comes out automatically,

Q. If.the camopy was elssed, but not locked, would it be necessary to
for the pilot to remove the samopy by another means?

A. The sanopy would theretically leave the aircraft when the primary

sjection system was utilized irregardless of whether er not the canopy
was logked elosed, Howsvsr if the canopy did not come off it would be
necessary for the pilet to remcve the canopy by another means prier to

ejecting,

Q. Assuming the canopy wes opem, s with the A4LE in which Mr, WEBSTER
was the pilst, as it went over the cvutbosrd edge of the elevator what
would you expest to happen t¢ the camopy as the aireraft landed in the

water om fits bask?
A, I'd expeet the canspy to closs immediately.

Q. Is there any possibility that it would not close?

A, TUnder thoee circumstances I don't believe sy, sir. The possibility
ef sebting the latch on the eanopy takes & conziderable amount of ferce,
Actunlly the eancpy has to come down end then it slides forward about an

imeh or Bo,
Q. How does the pilot normalily leck the canopy closed?

A, Nosmzlly he reaches up, pulls the zanopy down, holds it down with
sne hamd and, once the two latches emgage the roulisrs on the canepy
Jatsh mechenise, then he pushes the over center hendle down, 4nd as you

said it tskes eonziderable presswre to push this handle,

Qe T your knowledge did LYJG WEBSTER ever display any umusual lspse
in paying stiention?

A Ho Fliws
Commsel: Does the buard desire t: exsmine this wiiness farther?

Quasticns by board member, Commsader O YO

'.-J %
IEd this aar@im r@quiro the mmt of this ﬂr@nﬂ.?'

Iss si?,, it did. .




A, Thems ware poms 1o my knvwledgze, I've been very closs to him in the
raady roo and in flying with kim, but there were no psychologicsl problems
that I kuwow of,

-Quastisns by senier besrd member, Caplain w-o
Qo De you consider Mr, WEBSTER 4o hawa besn a qualified pilot?

A, Ysz iy, I de. Hs completed the complete CRAW syllabus and had flown
with the sguadzuen dWim.g the ORI and the NOEM, He flew 22 combat sorties

dmivg the month,

G I yomr opinicn, LYJG WEBSTER was fully qualified in the attack CVA
airzealt?

te Yoz mir,
Qo With ox withent power?

A. Tes six,

Qe In regerds v previous guestions shout his helmet, if his helmedl had
fallez to the floor boards of the coek-pit, could he have had use of the
brakea?

bo I% would be very dAfficall for the hard hat te fall to the flscr of

the ecodlz=pit, There isx net that mush room in the cock-pit, He may bave
had 1% en the stisk, To my koowledgs, I den't belleve it can gest between
the stick and the instowmsnt panel, I% positive that if there were any
brakisg sctien that ke might have wsnted to take, the helmet would net

bave interfered, However, if the helmel had fallen off the stick - if
thats where he hed 1% =~ e esuld have regched down to reirieve it apd could

have baon & straghed,

Q. In the adjuslmant of the brakes themszives -~ the brake pedals - i3
there agy ﬁfﬁ@ul&gy ir meking sveh an adjustment — as, for example, when
a kel pllet or & plane captsin leswvss the alrplame and a shori pilet
takeos gver ecntrel of the sirerafi?

L. The brazkes iw an AL are certsimly not the easiest to adjust and since
we hare thess new scles onm eur £flying bosts - the non-slip soles — 1i's
awlaily difficeld Yo push the lever withk your foot without having the
eoles berg-wp on the lever, It kas besp my experience that it has been

a lot mere diffiecrlt to adiast these pedsls with the new scles. Hewever,
I dvzt't think the prebles comes in reaching the pedals to adjust them,

I dents belisve tie rudder pedelis im the fally extended position axre that
far gwsy from the sest in am Ah saireraft,

Iz ether worde e metber wheb position the rudder pedals were im,
= . ae'timte '!-'-!!Q h'f‘&k?&?

Qo
LT m @@md hsw m@e\hed t@ thcn with his i&s

k. Teisidh iy epinins X ANInk t-a':!.lmh:'
m@@m he h*a.kos thau: iﬂa :i.s for & tﬂl pcrsera, ‘due 0




Q. Aud would you say his body wis normally proportioned betwsen trumk
ard legs?
A, Tes Bir,

Raither counsel for the board nor the board desired to examine this
witness farther,

The senior member informed the witness that he wag privileged to make
any further statemsnt that he thinks should be a matter of record in cop-
nection with the ascident upder lwvestigation.

The witness stated he had nothing further to say.

: The witness was duly cautiosed concerning his testimony and withdrew
from the room,

_ % xS’_, » &riation Boatswalns Mate Third Class, USH, was called
as 8 witacss for the board, was duly sworn, informed of the subject matfer
of the investigation and examired as follpws:

‘ DIRECT EXAMINATION -

éuesti@ns by e¢ounsel for the board:

Q. Skate yowr name, rate, organisetiexr and present duty station.

A, - X2, ABH3, USN, V-3 Division, USS TICONDEROGA (CVA~14).

Q. Wil you deseribe for the bouard what yomr responsibility was with respect
to the movement of this alrersft?

A, I was droctor; siz.

Q. And as & plane director will you describe what your responsibilities are?
A, ¥y responsibilities are to gpet - move it out of spot.

Q. Are yoveo the ozsé who gives the signsis fur the correct movement, so
that the aircraft follows a partliolar cowrse over the desk?

4, Tes zgir, When you stari to move the aireraft you give hamis vp to et
kim kaow that you are directing, Tsu ave alse more or less the sstety
man alsc, JTou hava safely mem on the wings, buit you are a safsty, also.

Q. How wsre you informed of the meesssity to move ALE number 4727

A, The word was passed that they wamted 472 to be breught topside right
away., The hangar deck PU wen', ¢ver aml asked him -~ the pilot - if he

was ready, and he said; "yes", The plsne capbtala got on the ladder and
started harnessing him in, When filighi-deck @onmlvmts_ a pa.am r:i.sh‘b
&way .we rush-us -such-as ws can, ‘W informed the ptai
wantad it right sway and he htd t.; ~gerl'. mrl:r. :
and we took the hdﬁm ﬁff..
owould ’break it dmm

0 Mites e o Afcowam nf haroew Foao % awd -i—'in:. Aol _gw'afvn. e swmim




A, The airveraft was moving aft and we startsd in the bangar deck gver the
ramp onte ths mumber 2 elevator, £ the yelliew line the plane was
supposed to stop = there, (Exhibit 1)

Q. Then, when the nose whesl reached the yellow line, it was your intention
to stop the aireraft?

A Tez sir,

Q. Was there any deviation im your movement of the aircraft up wmtil it
reached the yellow lins?

A, No gir,

Q. 'nmaughaut the movamsnt, prisr to your blowing the whistle, was your
entire erew in the proper positien?

A, Yes Biro

Q. Would you drew on the diagram what the proper position is for the crew
at the time the aireraft is inm the desired spot en the slewator?

4, {(The witness proceeded to draw the proper pn%itién of his eres, )
(Exhibit 1).

Q. Your position was about 10 fest in fromt of the nose wheel of the

" aireraft and on the port side?

A, Yes eir, From that pesition I can see above, under and on both sides
of the plane,

Q. During the movement of the alrcraft did you observe aky braking astion
baing applied to the wheslia of the airerafi?

A, Yo =r, When it rolled omtc the remp it rolled back, They msually do
that when wa don't have emcugh power te pusk 1% over,

Qo D& you beliewe the pilst had tzken anmy braking actionm on the aireraft
when it sbarted rolling bask ints the hangar bay?

A, I dont' know = I wouldn’t say so. The airecraft looked pretiy heawy it
was fueled wp and everything, I couldn't say. _

Q. &Y here is & ploture of an JLF aircraft on mumber 2 elevater.
(Exbibit 2) Would you indiests to the board whether youm feel it is praperiy

positiconed there for mevement Lo the flight desk?

A, Yes gir, This is the spuvt where we move it to the flight desk, This is
the spat on the zlevator, And when the gireraft gets to the yellew Zli,ne,

I biww the whistle,

Q. We have a similar picture here whish shows the novase uh_@@l p@&iti@m
here, ,and the- tw min nomts in p@@i‘hﬁ.ﬁn hmp aml a ﬂ:’@h the




Q. Do you fesl the pilot was paying the proper amount of attentiem to you
as plags direeteor?

Ao Well I dom't know, commander, When I moved hiw out of the spot, he was
watchimg me, Afier we started to move it out in the hangar bay, I was
watching kis wings and underneath the aireraft,

Q. 4% the time the plans was moved omto the elevator, do you feel the pilot
was paying attention to your signalas?

4, I dontt kmow, sir, I wvasn't paying sttention te him,
Q. What are you mormally deing at that time?

4, Contrelling the msvement of the aireraft - watching the wings and wder-
nesth the aircraft,

Q. Iid you sbserve the pilot at the tims you blew your whistle?

A, No, I was watching the yellow line. I started to blow my whistle
but he kept moving.

Q. After you started blewing the whistle did you sbserve the pilot?

A, No sgir,

Q. Will you dessribe the movemant of the sircraft as it went off the
elevater?

A'... It want en the elevator and was stpposed to stop - like the alrgraft
in ths pleturs, The port sides weut off first = fell off and went backward,

The tow bar bit ene of the men en the sids,

Q. DBid you sss the aircraft hit the water?

A, T san'%t say I saw it hi} the water, because I was standing half way
en ths elsvator, As it fell ez eover, pesple started runping on the
. elevator, Then the elevator was clearsed and went topside,

Q. DEd you clear the elevator at that time?

Yoz siwr,
Xd you see the aircraft in the watsr at any time?

¥iaat was the pssition of the aireraft in the water?

A,

Q.

A, TYes sir,
Q.

A, Iz was oa its baek,
Q.




A, Most -f'bhef-ime *

Q. 4% this particular movement, you were in charge of the bandling erew
ar directer?

A. Y@Q 31!“.
Q. How wes the aircraft spotied whan you decided to staxrt the movement?

Spotted on the port side, mose aft, just afi of number 2 elewator in
hangar nanber 2,

Q. When you gavwe ithe signal to bresk down, that is remove the tie downs,
did yew give any ether signals at thzt time?

L. First of all I told him te hit ihe brakes — by raising my band and
making & fist -~ tie downs off, ehocks out, off the brakes, going aft en

ite

Q. Bid y9u lvok at the pilot when you gave him this signal? ‘-
&, Yes sir, ‘ |

Q. Did ke zesm aware of the sigmal you gave him?

L, I think ss, sir, Hs got off his brakes and we started meving.
Q. N4 ke have his helmet on?
A, Ko sir, |
Q. IEd ke have his halmst oiff?

A, Ye= iz,

Q. As you started moving the aireraft backwards did you use a tractor,
er were m&x pushing it?

A, Msn were pushing it.

Q. Ag yeu msved the alreraft imte pesition for movement to the elewsior
did yeu ebserve the pilot at apy time?

A. I weuldn't say so, I was watehing the tail amd the wings,

Q. Yeou say the erew pushed the airsraflt up o¢ver the lip onto the elevator,
It rolled bsck againm and you bad to push it & secomnd time, Daring this
partieelar part ef the movemen! did you give any signals te the pilot at
all?

A I dem't reeall, sir,

Q. Do you mrna.my have & :Little t.mubl@ getting the mﬁrﬂt
by ? S




Q. Were any of your men having any problems at this time?

A, No, I just yelled to the pilot to keep it slow.

Q. When you yelled to the pilot to keep it slow, did you look uwp at him?
4, Ko sir - I don't recall,

Q. Did you see any signs, up to this point, of the application of the
brakes ~ whatsoever?

A, Mo sir,

Q. I the brakes are spplied on the aircraft during & movement like
this, would you know it?

A. Yes sir - because they mmst stop. If you apply the brakes you. stop,

Q. If men are pushing the AL and pllet applies the brakes will the air-
craft stop in spite of their pushing on the aircraft? If the whole crew
is pushing the aircraft and the pilet decides for some reason he wamts to
stop and applies the brakes, will that stop the gircraft?

!f

< |
E A. Sare,
: Q. It doesn't mtter what the men are doing, if the pilot applies the brakes
it will stop?
A,  Right,

Q. What was the condition of the deck on the elevator at the tims of
this movement? Was the deck wet or dry?

Ae I can't remember, commander, I think we had been in pretty rough
waather earlier that day,

Q. Any time during this movement did you cbserve the pilot applying ths
brakes?

A, T still ean't reeall,

Q. As the aircraft got to the yellow line and you blew your whistle,
did you observe the chockmen?

A, After the whietle was blown they chocked it,

Q. Were both chockmen in the right places?

P R TR e

A, Yes sir., As the plane kept going back the tow bar swung around and
knocked one man almost over the edge of the elevator,

Q. IDid you see the chocimen put the chocks in?.




Qe Db yvu nermally do this?

A&, I am usually looking at the positizn of the alreraft - wing, tail and
all,

Q. When moving an aircraft like this, where do you stand?

4, I stand out where I can see the pilot, wings, and the ncse of the
aireraft,

Qs And, in this particular movement, ysu wsre to the left side of the
aircraft?

A, TYes gir,

Q. Was there any sky]arking in your crew doring this movement?

A. Ne Wsir. We never skylark while moving an aiferaft - too hea‘ry.
Questions by senior board member, Captain o, |

Q.. How long have you been a directer?

4., I have been abecard here 25 months and mads plane directer four months
after I came aboard,

Q. You have been a plane director for approximately a year and a half?

A. Appreximately 21 months,
Q. Did your whistle operate prepexly?

A, Yes sir,

Q. Hawe you contrplled the movement of A4 aireraft onto mumber 2 &lewatoxr
before?

A; Yes sir,

Q. ¥What were the deck conditions at the time e¢f this particular mmt?
Do you remember if there was any rsll er pit@h?

A, I wouldn't say a rell = a slight angle to tho pork side,
Q. ¥What do you mean by angle?

A, A list,

Q. o you think this was dangercus at the time of the move?
A,

in

No sir, We have moved aircraft emto the elevater when the ship was ]
a turn. it . Pl R st

Q. This was mt the-c;uithis'tho? :




Q. But you had two choek men and 3 tie down men, How many mem do you
remember you had in addition to those already mentioned?

A, T move the aircraft?

Q. Ye Ba

A, I ean't recall - phope talker - about 13 men,
another hangar deeck,

Questions by board member, Commander PR

The rest were from

Q. V¥hen you get ready tc move a plane, what®s the minimum nusber of men
you will attempt to move it with?

A, I have moved them with choek men, tow bar men, and some blue shirts.
Q, How many plane pushers do you have to have?

4, Well, actually, if we can movs it, we move it, It doesn't mattex how
plane pushers we have as long as we have the chock men, and thres

WANY
tle down men and tew bar man,

Questions by counsel for the beard:

Q. Bid you blow your whistle more than one time?

A, After it moved past the spet I blew my whistle and it kept mowing,
I started bleowing my whistle and everybody started blowing their whistle,

safety men and all,

Q. Could you estimate how manmy times you blew your whistleé
A. Ny sir, I can't,

Q. Ip you think it was more than twiees?

A, TYes sir, It was mere than twice, |

Questions by senior board member, Captain g—)?&, :

Q. After the aircraft went over the edge of the elevator, did you look at
the pilet at anytime?

4, Mo sir, I didn't see him,

Q. Did you look up at him?
Qe Yes sir, I did = but I did mot see him,

Neither counsel i'or t.he beard nor 'r.ho benrd dosirod to mi:..t.his
witnoss further. ST S S e EEi ISR S




Qa ﬁrﬁ an?‘ nenom-rl a}f :t-he ‘or

=THIRD DAY.-

On board _
USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-14)

=

Wednesday, 15 December 1965

The board recomvened at 1000,

Lieutemant %O s UoSo Navy, was called as a witness for
the board, was duly sworm, informed of the subject matter ef the investi-
gation and examined as follews:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questions by counsel for the boaxrds : .
Q. State yowr name, rank, organisation and present duty station?
A Xyae , Iieutenant, USS TICONDEROGA, V-3 Division Officer,

Q. Wl ybu explain brisfly what umusasl instance ocewrred on beard USS
TICONDEROGA en 5 December 1965 = from your understanding?

A, PFrom my understanding - I did met witnsss the aceident - but diseussing
it with psople whe did witness it, the aireraft was required toc bs moved
frem the hangar deck to the flight dsck., The normal precedurss wers
Tollowed while we wsre at flight quarters, Werd was passed from flizht
deck cemitrsl to the phone talker to number 2 elevator operator to move
the aireralt, 472, vp to the flight deck, The aircraft wis moved from
its spet in the hanger bay ento number 2 elevator over the mwmp, The
director gave the slow down signal vwisually - &1d vervally, when this
was nst scknowledged or any evidemee of any slow down, The chocks ware
threwn iz or both sides and kisked out en both sides by the whesl astion
moving aft, The starbogrd check saught momentarily long emsugh for the
airgraft to pivet, The aireraft went off and into the water on its back,

Q. Did you sbeerve the positisn of the ALE prior to the movement im
questien?

A, Yo sir, I did not notice the spot it was in en that pertisular merning,
Q. ¥he was aszigned the respensibility of the aircraft im question?

A, The superviser is ’%}/\0  ABEZ, |

Q. Can you describe for the board his qualifications?

A, He i=s a graduate of ABH Schysl and been onboard this ship almest
four years and has gone from airman te second clas= nmttine He i=s
a highly qna.'lified individnal in mf opinion. e Ve

Q. What was the eolp@sition or tbe ‘arew. that was +

A. &e :plm d:i.roctor t:!nulf,, founufoty
._-pmt-r, -;‘l.r. :




A, One of the supervisers has twe months experience. Twop other safely
men have over six months experience, The other safety man had over three

years experience on this ship and the remaining safety man came here
from another command., He has been an aircraft director and safety man in

excess of six months,

Q. Would you make a statement on the qualifications on the whole cm?
A. This erew is the normal erew we use in hangar bay 2. As far as
supervising goes they are highly qualified, The plane pushers and blue
shirts have had as much training as we can give them,

Qe Will you describe for the board the deck eonditions on the almtar on
the afterncon of 5 December?

A. There was nothing unusual, The ship was mot pitehing and there was
a very slow roll, The conditions were very geod for the movement of aireraft,

Q. Here 1s a plcture of mummber 2 elevator on board USS TICONDEROGA, will
you cemment on the missing safety screen and the railing? {(Exhibit 2D)

&', All that is missing is the after half of the safety screen and the
after stanchion, The stanchion sam be taken up or down depending on
whether we are launching or recovering aircraft,

Questions by senior board member, Captain ko
Q. When you say safety screen you mear the persounsl safety net?

Yes sir,
And what was the term you used on the guard rail?

4,
Q.
A, Stanehion, -
Q. What is the purpose of the guard rail?

A,

The guard rail is used to stop a very slew meving aireraft, It
apparentiy is not strong enough to stop any large forse,

Q. Bew is it held in this pesition?

4, Its pulled ferward and dropped into its slets,
Questions by eounsal for the board,

How many men are required to pesition it?
One man can pesition it,

It iz not a heavy railing?

Ne sirx, *

Did you cbserve the rail? » _
‘Only by obsming tho brﬂk .11: the ra.il antlt- -,.l.r

: ,.-'m ‘aireraft kieked the ehoek out ‘and I was discuss
~_-_._ftha mur-uub or tha Iimmg

grerere

Ql:lettionaby‘boa:ﬂl menbers Emundn %/\‘; i
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Q. Is the persomnel met designed to hold an aircraft?
A, Mo sir, To the best of mykmnowledge, this net is designed %o catsh people,

Q. Mre you satisfied with the deaign of the guard rail along the desk edge
elevatoxr?

A, That depends on the purpsss, It has been a sacrifice hers, I think
I think this

we would necd semething that would astually stop a plans,
was a2 compromise,

Quest;mm by esunssl for the boards

Q. Is the guard rail on nomber three elevetor ore gsubstantiz]l tham that
on mumbex two?

A,; I don't kmow,
Questions by senior bosrd member, Cuptain - e

Qs What was the apyreximate weight ¢f the airevaft at the time of the
mo¥ swent?

A, I eovid only estimate within & thousand pounds, I would estimats
20,000 powads.

Q. Witnsssss have stated that there is some dfficvity in pushing air-

eralt emteo mmmber twe elevator, st the hangar level, in coming over the
hump, Wil you deseribs for the board what this bump is?

A, Tt is a wooden remp which leads up from the hangaxr deck mwfses, It is
appeeximstely feour feet in length swd six to eight imches in height = that
leads from the hangwr deck leval te the eilevator, ¥When the elsvater comes
down thare is am inelime, It iz & problem geiting ever this incline at

times,

Q Bo you know why this hump exisba?

A N sir, I do net,.

Q. The rsascm I asked thie questiom is to detsrmine if the bhump is designed
to slew down the movement of the sirerafl onto the elevater, :

A, This spuld wery well 'b@ = alse bessuse it is construsted to give a
different surfacs with the mstal om either sids,

Q. Do youwr handling crews erdinavily try to get a2 running start in moving
aireraft onte number 2 alevator 13 erder t: get it up evar the hump ento

t,l;c al avator?

L; Thie iz done at timas, hm@ttmptmﬂaplammea@ﬁusom-
times we have to swing it bask and ferth im order te clear it.. Thi:
alse the resson I stress to the d.:!rvtom uhenthuvclm ththp___ h

hunptostmtsl@uimgitm

l Q. - In ygur mtiﬁ!l n‘f the P e




Q. Had mon-skid been applisd?

A, Yesz mix,

Q. In other words normal braking conditiens wers present?
A; 80. far as the elwatér was concéarned, yes sir,
Guestions by board members, Commandar ~<y-\J:

Q. Wers thare any indications t,!mt the aixcraft got -out of contyol and went
m’m“ the side?

L. Ne #irw,

Q. '- AHmr lang'have you beeh aseigned as ;nang@r dack officer?
A I reperted aboard June the second of this year, :

QG B you nake these mmr@mentg sery froqusntly?

4, Yes sir, I ean't sa;r bow many I have witnessed but I'12 say over
100 = just to give a figure ~ but it has been many times that,

Q. . Ie¢ this a routims _operatioz'?
A, Yss éﬁi, verygl %ery mubin@,,
Q, By you eonaider this very hasardous?

A, This depends on the @onditiong at the time of the movement - depending
on the piteh or mll - bnt at this time I would say no, sir,

Question by semior b@ardi member, Captainm oo

Q. Inm &n efvolntion such as this, is the application of the chocles emugh
to stop the aireraft?

A, . I have never e:xp@rienu@d t.h.m where an Al had no dbrakes,
Question hy board member, Qmmder - \o it

Q. In the movement of aireraft what is the main means of stopping the
aireraft?

A, The brakes are the primary means of stopping the aircraft. The ehosks
are used Ior an emergeney, I don®t think I would move & plane on the
elevator if 1 had enly cheocks,

Heither counsel for the board mer the ward desirod to examine this
witness further,

me sexior member informed the.witnes: that. ‘he was privileges
any | rnrther statneut ‘that ha *l.'.hin’l.g lhon.l.ﬁ'h nf : :




Questions by counsel for the boawd:

Q. State your name, rank, organisation and present duty station.

L, b , Commander, USN, USS TICONIEROGA, Executive Officer,
What was your job omboard TICONDEBOGA om 5 Descember 196572

Q.
A, I was the Havigator,
Q

i approximately 1453 aid you recsive word of am ascident oeconrring on=
board USS TICONDEROGA?

A, Yes sir, I recsived woerd that an A} aireraft was lost over the side,
Q. DBid you nste the peeiltion at the tims?

A, Yoz &ir, I did,
Q. Wil yeu give us that paasiti@n?

A, At apprrexcdimatsly 1453 when the m%aﬁe was lost on 5 Dessmber 1965,
the ship's pesition was 27° 35,2 N, 131 19,3 E.

Q. Csn ysu explain for the board how this pesition wss determined?

A, Thess figures are besed on the celestisl running fix thst bed besn
taken at 1207 determined by merpimgz swilines, A sunline had elso been
takem &t 1433 that afterneen, which tended to vexify owr IR positiom,

Q. Did you alse note the depth of the water in whieh the TICONDEROGA
was zruwxzing?

A, Yer eirxr, Ths shipts fat hum Lt recerded 1t as 2T0C fathomsz, This is
located in the chart rocm, and the obeervatien was mads by myself,

Questicns by senisr boand member, Captalm 'qb/ o

Q. Iid ysur reading from the fabhomebsr consur with the depth imdieated
opn the chart for that pesitien?

A, Te? gir, The fathemeber resding concarzed,
Q. Wes ths depth of the waler in that area squal or mear agqual?

A, Yes smir., To the bsst of my komewledge there are no shelves indicated
en the chert and thers had beem mome ¢n the fathomster reesrdizg,

Questivus by board member, Commandsr S o

Q. What wars the desk sondiiicne at the time of the aceldaut — ta the besh
of your knvwledgs?

A. lbthebest@fnylm@ﬂedge, gem ghip ‘was not | e
as@&@anﬁitienvhmtheammmwj!o b BTy

Qo monmnipnammu?'




R
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A, To the best of my knowledge, this is the enly instrument availahie to me -
the ineiinmumeter,

Qe Are you aware of any search or rescue efforts that were dirested.

A, At the time the aireraft weut over the side I was in the chart room
and prossaded directly to the bridge, The Officer of the Deck had pro-
cocded to turn the ship te the left amd, to the best of my kmowledge, be
had given the order to back emgines two-thirds, When I arrived on the
bridge the ship bad commenced its swing, At this peint I tock the primary
taetieal ~ I did not taks the som - and gave the transmiseien to the
Seresn Commander advizing him that we had possibly lest & pilst ever the
port side while wovwing an A} adreraft and to dispatch & destroyer te
proesed to help the TICONDEROGA ssarch the ares., £s I recall; ths Screen
Commandesr came bask with a reply to repeat the informatisn and I geve it
to him agais, .

Q. DEd the TICONUEROGA return %o the stime »f the mishap?

4; Yes sir, After I arrived on the bridge the Captein bad already taken
the eom, It wa® then mumeuvsrsd around the spot where the flares were in

the water,
Q. id yoo see any debvrls in the water at that time?

A, T saw what appssred te be drop tenks from the air@rﬁt that were
flsatinmg in the water, I alsc sbsarved some cardboard boxes bub they wars
et related to the ipeldant, Thers wes some tvash in the ares,

Q. Did the destrover ezacesd fn racovery of any of the debris of the
aircraft?

&, Yes sir, I noted the destroper's asticms. Sbhe lowsred a bost in the
water and precesded to eme of the ficating ebjeets and I ssw them hawl
it imis the boat, I might add alsy thet the TICONDEROGA's boat was also
pat iwts the water and made an extensive ssarch of the area but with me

SNCEARS,

Q. DPo you know what sbjects wers recovered from the zeens ef the ascident?
Yes sir. There was what sppeared to be one sestion of an AL drop tmnk..
Was a hard bat resovered?

I den't koew, sixr, I mal not shown this,

Bd the TICONDEROGA Jaunch a hels in the ssarch?

Yes sir, K helieopber was brought up and started in preparation for

launching immediately and it was in the air very shortly. Im the area
st ome time wa had two meter whale boats, a hele, and twe destroyers .

F R rer




A, Yes sir, Prior t» oumr leaving the Captain ssked me to give a message
to the Screen Commander to leavs Lwn destroyere in the arsa to eontinve
the seaycsh until sundewp, The TICONDEROGA would procesd on cowrse ab

10 knats and for the destreyers to continue the search until sundown

and then prozesd to joinm the TICONIIEROGA,

Q. ¥Were these erders sgryried oub?

A, Yeg gir, they were., The msssage was acknowledged by the Seresn Commander
and two desliroyers werd lsafi behimd, I"didnft reeall the two destreyers, They
returned about 1900, 3

Questien by senior beard membsr, Ceptain V)7 ©
Q. Do yeu resail the time of sunset?
Az I recsll, sumsel wea smeumd 1715 loeal time.

?-

Q. Then there weare over twe hswrs left to continue the search?

A. Yes sir; there wasz,

Neliher csunsel for the boerd ner the board desired to examines this
witnese further, '

The senisr membar infermed the witneze that he was privileged t¢ make
any further stetement that ke thisks shovld bes a matber of record in con-
noctison with the assident wnder imvestigation,

The witness mads ths follewing statement;

Witnesg: I eoneldered the sstions taken by the TICONDEROGA apd ascempaning
destrorers ware prompt - that if he hed getten out he weuld hawe becn
spotied, and wonld have been pleked wp.

The witness was duly caubisned eoncerming his testimony amd withdrew
frem the rTaem, :

The board adjeurned at 1110, 15 Dacember 1965,




The boerd reconvered at 1015,
Iieutomant Comnamder

~FOQURTH DAY=

& o

On board
_USS TICONIEROGA (CVA~14)

L
“Thursday, 16 December 1965

U, S, Navy, was called as & witness

for the board, was duly sworrn, informed of the subject matter of the in-
vestigation and examined as follow:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. State your name, rank, organization and present duty station.

O'ffic 4/)/ \(O

, LODR, USN, USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-lh), Meteerslogy

Q, Were you the Metesrology Offiser on board USS TICONLEROGA {(CVA-1k)
on 5 December 19657?

A, T wauz,

e P

=
]

I did,

P

4, Yes sir:

' e Sea, water tmperat@o'- &

Yes, 1 was,

Sky eonditicne

Visibildty

Altimeter setiing
Sea level pressure
Dry bulb temperatire
Wet bulb temperature
Dew point

Reiative humidity
Apparent wind direstiom
Apparent wind speed
Drus wind direction
True wind speed

Sea stat.@

VWere you informed on 5 Deeember of an accident?

Did you ecbserve the weather sonditions at the time ef the accident?

Will you give fer the beard the existing weather eonditions im the
ares in which the TICONDEROGA was operating on 5 December 19657

7/10 Cirrus 1/10 Ktccirrwms Estimated
2500 breken, 10,900 brokem.

10 miles.

30,06 inches,

29.969 inches 1018.0 millibars,
70,2 degrees Fahrenmheit,

57,7 degrees Fahrenbudt,

62,4 degrees Fahrenheit,

65 percent.,

340 degrees,

25 knots,

355 degrees,

10 k:nota,




: rupcrtod aircraft wmrer thn side a.!lift.m he S
' notitied and ordered to ¢ispatsh a destroyer to aid in the s
~ TICONDEROGA position was. 27-=3’~'.2ﬁ"131, 9.31. ; m__,: OY was:

Q. Could you relate for the board the sizs of the swella?

A, Yeg I could, It was a 2 %o 5 gecond swell and the size of the swell
is very likely ivrelevant I% takes about 9 to 14 seconds to make & pitech
or to make us roll whieh is out ¢f that range,

Questions by board member, Commander {~-io
Q. How long have you besn Meteorology Officer?

A, Since July 1964.

Q. To the best of your reeallection, was there any precipitation on that
afterooon?

A, I would have to doubls sheck, but nonme that I can remember = off hand.
That morning the sea was coming ever the bow,

Neither eoumsel for the beard mer the board deeired to examime this
witness further,-

The zsnisr member informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement that he thinks should be a matter of record in com-
nection with the aseident under investigation.

The witness stste® he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly cawtiined concerning his testimony and withdrew
fromn the recm,

Liewtenant Commander <y o U, S, Mavy, was salled as a witness
for the bszard, was duly swurpn, informed of the subject mattexr of the
investigation and examined az follswasz

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Questicns by couwnssl for the board,
Q. State yowr name, rank, organization and present duty station.

Lo A0 L 1om, USH, Assistant CIG Officer, USS TICONDEROGA
(CVA=1%). '

Q. Wers you Seistant GIC Offfess en board USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-14) on

5 Becsmber 19457

Ao 1 WaEo
Q. VWexrs you there at the time of an a:i:cra!‘t, aceidcnt?

Q. U:,llyouexpl&int-e

e D F e
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TICONDEROGA OCD rlaced engines ahesd twoe thirds, then all engines ahead
full, A&t this time we wera ln normal procedurs for man ovarbosrd, At
1453 three minvtes afterward, the Captain tosk the com, pert engine back
twe thirds, sterbeard engine shesd full, Hele UH=TA BUNO 152192 was
lawnched, The hely spotted only 2 brokem 300 gellon drep tank and a pilste
helmet, The hsls then sserched 5 Lo 6 miles back alsng the shipts track
with mo resuits, The hels venduebsed am expanding squars sesrch with me
further resultsz, &£ 1.5 TICONDEROGA's port engine was erdered buek full,
AL 1455 all engines ordered ahesd standerd, rudder amidships, The sbip
&% this tims wiz sleadied on eourss 200, all engines baek full, thean lef%
34 degrees rudder, then rudder amldships, At 158 all engimes ordered
Stepped and at 1459 all engines back full, & 1500 all engives erdered
Stopped and ths life bost was lowsred ever the side of TICONDEROGA with
shipts positien 055 dsgrees 663 yaeds from the man's lest known position,
At 1581 CRITLEY was dirested te pressed further down the track — 4 miles -
and to eontinmue the sssrch, During this time TURNER JOT was searching
and reesvecring the l{ema spotled by the hale, whieh were 2 pisces af an
externel fuel tank and a pilotts helmst, A 1512 a repsri sonfirmed

that the pilot was in the iA=L which went ever the sids of the elemator,
This imfermation came fwem the havger deck ares to CIC. At 1515 TICOR-
DEROGA stazbeard engine was ordered ahesd two-thirds, pert sugine back cne-
third, TICONDEROGA contiwved mavevvrerimg in search., A% 1528 all sagines
stepped, Bt 1543 the TURNER JOY bosgt wae pub inte the watar, A% 1543
TICONDEROGA helated her 1ife boabt abserd, At 1558 ern TICONDEROGA all
engizez vrdered ahsad ons-third, left 20 degress rudder, At 1601 THURHER
JOY and CRIDLEY were dirested by the TICONDEROGA t¢ oontirve the seawch
uutil swedews, TICONIEROGA with PRESTON and FECHTELER depaxrted the

scene about 1601, At 1407 TURNER JOY commemced a spiral sesrsh at

at detwx, CRIDLEY scemmesnesd & spiral search ab 2000 yarde, Spesd of
both ships wes 10 kmots, A 1655 TUBNER JOT amd GRIDLEY formed a search
14ne abrgast at 2000 yards and commezced ssarch dewn track on course

229 speed Ld kmele, Ab 1715, the appreximate time of sumsst, TURNER JOY
and GRITLEY reversed scuwree e @.\9 dem@@a te pass through datum st 1730,
AL 3725 dhe eswrch wwiE terairaled due to daxioiess, with negative resulte
and beth destroyess rejoimed ths TICONDEROGA,

Question by beerd nmember, Commandwr & \ﬂ
Qo W12 you tell the bozrd againm what yowr jeb is?

4, Assistant CIC OFFfices,
Kalther covnsel for the bsexd wor ths board desired to examims thias
witmess Duwriher, .

The ssuicr mepber informed the witmess that he was privileged to make
any further statement that he thinks should be a matter of resvrd in eon-
nsctien with the ascident wyder investigation,

The witness stated he had meiking further to say.

The witness wae dmy @&utium& @m@@ming hi t.-s*'m Jm:i
from the rvem, C A LS St

Goma:md@g ‘6 \/ mmm f@r thu bm.rd,]
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Coramp vhi@ In Za ftate mwidtab. m.: rmp mnn
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sonbimudeg onte the elsvatar composed of eoldd 2 inch wooden planking
set Tlrmly om the metal desk, The spparent reasen for the inslime iz to
provide a surface whieh permits & recess to prevides a chamnsl or track
for the mstal guidepssts whislh held the rellsr curtaims im pesiiion when
they are clesed, There iz aler & six inch trough in the wosdsm plankivg
to provide & recess for ths sufaty rlanchions and line which prehibit
veldieles frem going eutboard when the elevator 1s raised from the hangas
desk levsl., There are mebal stwips which are about 5% to 6 feet loxg
whigh £it between the stamehione and provids & level surfacs in the
approgch sote the elevator, The stemchisons and line recees imbo the
edge of ths hangar deck. From the remp or approach enfo the deck edge
slevater swrifsce there is vy decline, It is level with the bridgs
which is 2 ivches aleve the hangir deck, The ramp leading cmts the
slevstor iz painted,. On ithe wwoden planking are dlagonsl altermatimg
yellow and red stripes s & warning for the sireraft and vebieles
approscidng the eleviter. It is impertant to pote there is omly a twe
inek pise from the hanger desk level to the alevator desk in ite -

down positlen,

With the respeet o the gusrd rail on the outbosrd edge of the
slsvater the follewing dimemelons were cbtained, With the gusrd rail
in the up pesition there g & 6% imch high reiling on the elevator
on the cutbosrd edge., This ia compoesd of 4 iach angle iren whick, when
pullsd wp, seta at & 90 cegree angls to the slewvstor deck, The angis
ivew whiek 38 L ivches on the sldes iz made of steel whicsh is betwsen
5/56 aud 3/8 imshes in tm-m@S@o Thie angle irom i+ reised imbe
position by Iifting erd éreprirg ivto & elot. The gusrd mudl can be
chesrresd iz beth pasiticms om ths photograph thet we have. (Bxhibit 2D)

The Bogsze which suppert the geesd rail sre welded for & distance
of 1 Inches on bolta siq se be the matsl edge of the slevetir, The
metel veed Lor the bracse as well se the hamging straps iz 4 inch
steel, The muarse of hisging the guerd rall on the bracez lg mot seer
glegrly im the pletupa, Sm;q gpssking, thers are a paixr of straps
separctsd by oms ineh spesad ab i.zxt@x’xmg of 2 fest 4t inches which
mesh witt the brases, A # Lnch steel bolt is pesitiomed thwowgh the
glots im each pedy of banging @w&?@ ami & hela im the intsrvening
brace, This belt ie Fecured permanently in pealbion with a nui wddeh
ke bewr fxillisd and Zithsd mtw 8 largs ectier pin, The slst in the
henglng stup dle 23 inches leng and the lower inbosrd ecormer of the
gtvape are pomuded, Thus &y sades ome of the 15 foot sesiloxs of the
guard redl, it simply i3 soitetad to the vertiesl end &M to drop
about twy fuches briung ,mg tha fdabverd edge of the hangimg stwaps <lose
pgeipedt the mebal edge of the elevator, the weight mgm.g 2% Bos BHeel
boits st the b0 of tis sliote Craversely, te lower 1%, one relses the
segtisn bwe ine shes and rotates 1t 90 degress outboard beingimg the '
botiem edge of the banging shrupg dnteo eontact with the metal edge of
the elevetor, the welght pushicg the bolt sagsinst the bottom ef the
glet 4w the hanglug stxap,

T = ph@%g@f&ph {(Echdbit 2D) showe the outboard edge of the mmier 2

elevater clesnwly at the peeitlon the M wes lost ,war_ tm m_'_ _
:ormﬁhalfﬁthzm&’@&ymtm&heﬁmfo’* ST :
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A cuapsrigsy waz made between the gusrd reiling on number 2 and
numker 3, The desizn is similar but the guard rail on number 3
slevator ie welded direcily to the szide and i2 not movable, The
angie iren of the guerd reil is 4 inch thisk, Whersas the guard
rail on pumber 2 elevabor i 6% inshes in height, the ome om mmbex
3 eleovator iz & inches evem, O pumber 3 sisvator the hordisomtsl
part of the angls iron 2 the gosrd rail is just 2 inches whersas it ia
4 inches on mumber 2 slevatsr, The braces on number 2 elevator are
sach 2 feet, 4% inehss apart and on the guard rail on mmber 3 elewator
they are installed at 3 foot intervals, In my opinion, being perman-
ently fixed and of hesvier materizl, the guard rail on number 3
slevator would step 8 moving edreraft if it were not going so fast
that it would ride over the gusrd rail,

Approximately 2 mimites after the accldert on 5 December I walked
to the flight deck te cbssrve the number 2 elevator. The condition of
the deck wee @s in the plcture {Bxhibit 2) exeept the tewmperary rail
bas since beza wirad imte pesslitier, I looked carefully to determine
if there were any skid marks onm the deck to see if the brakes cn the
airgrattc had losksd az it was preeeeding off the edge of the slewvator,
Thers were no skid marike., This concludss my statement relative to the
elevatsyr axwi the guard reil, I¥ thers ars ne questions I shall prosesd
to the subjest of ithe items recovered during the search,

Questione by bward memter, Commender ’b

Qe Im refersnce to your lasht stetemant gbout the eondition of the
deck eize =ievstor st the time of yowr inspection, what was the apparant
deck conditisx of the dsck edge slsvator?

A, The slsvater was &M There wees no ldguid on the alevatsr elthar
frem gss spray v geeslilue,

Qe The moreskdd that wee applisd to the choeke, was it in gocd repair?

A, AL the tims T ohsareed the elevator, I asked the plune director

to show me the choslks oeed by the chockmen, They appearsd to bs the
normal type shocke, made of alwmiwum, the zides of which are adjustable
and te wndsh noneskid had been appiied, They were in satisfachkery
sonditior,

Somms nder \’Z’)/\Cf evmeel for the board sontinmed his statement:

Couneels I wouid 1ike to meke @ statement inm regard to the items
recovered following the ezeident. The fellowing items were retuwrned
to the USE TICONDERGGA f£wom ths destrovyer whese moter whales boat
plekad them vp, There were two portions of an auxilary fuel tank and
a pilots haimet, Tne btwe psrte of the fuel tank prowed *e be the
forward and after seectiong of the port suxiliary fuel <1l »Z Yhe
afireraft loet over ths sides The missing midaie seczayz ot this tank
is about 24 feet im lemgthk, The bottom of the furuard mtion was
erushed almset fist. Proet of- identity was esis be speed
arrow peinted on the séoticus mw iz the undgos : 3
VA-56 wseso Retnrned also was & belmtruith m-.% 8q

Iy nmat.b@ raised and’ 1mwen~ed he L 3 ;
talcing pisce, = Tn the reised pesitior, uwsed exeept for redovery of &
craft, the inboard edgss of the strsps bind againgt the’ wdge of thy




Qe There i3 po regquirersrt of perscnnal $o puwt the belbe, mets or sobber
pies ix the guard rell, Is that csrrachy

A. Tn the initial imstallatien the bolbs were ipserted, the nut was placed
into position amd & cobber pin installed, The henging belt is & permanent
installation which slides im the siob in the bamging straps when the guard
rail is moved jntoe positiom,

Q. In ebher words, this is pert of the original instellation and there is
o actien required on ths part of the flight deck or hanger desk psrssnuel
in rigging this guerd reil in conmestion wit.h the belte or other locking

deviees ., Is that corveet?
A, Thet is @@m@@tg gir, - There is mo lock other than guzed rail falling
into pesitiom, '

Q. Wus there amy imdlcstions that the belts were sheared? .

The four Zx@lts ghesred which hed been installied im the fouwr toaces whieh

'S
b:y‘ the &h*@mﬁ% going oft the side of the slevator,

wers nob effected
Ned ther membar of the bosmd dezired to examine eoumssl apy furthew,
The M@? masher csuticned counzel mot to disszuse his testimony.

" The b@&ﬁfﬁi eloged at ;;Cx. 1€ Desambar 1945,
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