' recollection is that both Lieutenant end Enslgn

| vou lost through the sinking of the PANAY?

iplanes or was she rapidly attacked by the same group?

9, Q. Please state how the flags were di ,
itz ags were displayed on the
A, From my personal knowledge one flag was painted on an
awning and what Lieutenant called the Sundsy flag was
?oisted as the eansign. I think there was also a flag at the
ore.,

10. Q. Were these flags flying when the Japanese boarded her?
A. They were, and the PANAY wemt down with her colors

flying.

11. Q. For how long did the defensive fire of the PANAY con-
tinue against the Japanese planes?
A. I should say sbout twenty minutes; until the planes

left.
12. Q. Was the PANAY attacked by more than one group of

A, I would say that she was rapidly attacked by the
same group and I estimated that there were at least six planes

but I actually saw but three.

135, Q. Were there any officers in the last boat that left

the ship? _
A. The last two boats left almost simultaneously and my

were on the last boat - the last two boats whiech left almost
simultaneously.

14, Q. Do you know the disposition of the confidential publi-

cations and other ship's valuables?
A. Of my own personal kmowledge, 1 do not.

15, Q. In your opinion, would it be practicable to salvage

the PANAY?
A, T em afraid I am not qualified to answer,

16. Q. Do you know the value of any personsl property which
LA, I am not yet ready to enswer this question.

17. Q. Tell us what you know of the boarding party which
boarded the PAIAY while she was underway before she reached

her new anchorage.
A. A5 I Tecall it this happened sbout 9:30 on the seame

morning. As we approached a point by the river bank we wers
signalled to by a Japanese detachment on shore. They also
di spleyed a Japanese flag. The PANAY stopped =amd a motor
landing boat put out from shore, it contained about twenty
Japanese infantrymen. "he lieutenant in command boarded the
PANAY at the starboard gangway and posted four of his men with
fixed bayonets around him. There was also a non-commissioned
officer and am interpreter whEeh spoke a little English. This Cﬁ
landing party had a light machine gun mounted onr the bow threoush
a steel shield. They conversed with the Captain end Mr.

at the gangway for five or ten minutes and then went

back ashore.




| the ship had to be abandoned. Ashore, he preserved the same

. calmness and fortitude, and from his stretcher gave counsel and
i advice throughout the entire perlod, and his thoughts were

' constantly on the best ways and means to assure the safety of

18.Q. Was there any officer present at the gangway when they

came alongside?
A. There was an officer but I can't remember at the moment

who it was; I believe 1t was Lieutenant

19.9. Do you kmow if any effort was made to prevent them

from coming aboard? ‘
A. No, I do mot, but I think that Cdptein ... . Was very

wise in overlooking their insclent conduct since he must have
known they they were an ignorant lot of provisional troops.

20.3. In your opinmion, was the bombing deliberate?
A. It most certainly was deliberate. FPlanes flying at
sueh a low altitude could not but know that the vessels attacked

were American.
Examined by the court:
21.Q. Did you consider when Captain or Lieutenant

were on shore that the military command of the PANAY's
shipt*s¥company had been transferred to you?

A. No, sir, Jdid not. I was acting for Capfain gﬁ

rather in the capacity of an assistamt. 1 conslder that
Captain never relinquished command and I consistextly
referred to him for ilmstructions on all important matters. In

a simlilar situation if, as an Army officer, I had beern in ecommend

of the unit, I should certainly have called upon any naval
officer present to &ssist me under similer capaclty. As
Captailn i was being carried down the steps of the landing
to be put aboard the U.3.5. QAHU, my exact words to him were,
w3ir. I relinguish the detail”.

22.3. Do you have any adverse comment to make concerning the
copnduct of any officer or man in the mnaval service during this
incident?

A. I will apnswer that question as follows:

As an officer of the United States Army, who was aboard the
U.8.5. PANRAY at the time the ship was bombed and who accompanied
the party uniil their arrival in Shanghal, may I express to you
the deepest admiration for the conduct of the officers and men
of the PANAY under the most dangerous and trying comditions. In
the face of what seemed almost certaln death during the serial
bombring and machine gunning, practiceaelly leaderless, since all
four lime officers were at least to some extent incapacitated,
the crew manned the machine guns and stuck to their warious
posts with the utmost courage until the order ceme to abandcn
ship.

During the hardships and strain of the ensuing two days all
beheved with great fortitude and patlence, carried out orders
willingly and cheerfully, and complaired or shirked not at all.

The following cesgses of especielly gallant conduet came under
ny direct observation:

Lieutenant Commsnder sustained a B E

when the first bomb exploded, but though obviously 1n greak
palin courageously continued to give direections and orders until

the party.
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Lieutenant o was

white paintwork, and refused to be put ashore till the last. FHe
had _ - : - ; et lnsisted
that the other wounded of the party be given medical attention
before he himself received it, and during the time ashore, he,
like Captain . i, was continousously comcerned Tor the safety
and welfare of the men.

Chief Quartermaster _ was paipfully wounded in
the B = ) but refused to become
a stretcher case in view of the requirements of the other
wounded, and with great courage and fortitude, kept on his feet

the entire way.

Coxswain -, after helping cerry a wounded comrade
six miles, voluntarily remained the rest of the night e% the
improvised hospitel to assist in caring for the wounded.

" Chief Boatswain's Mate and Machinist's
Mate courageowdy returned to the ship for
additional supplies although hostile airplanes were expeected to
return at any moment. While returning to shore these men
narrowly escaped belng fired on by a Japanese rlver patrol.

The foregoing citations are outstanding and there are others
which did not come under my direct observation. ZFor the woumnded
men especially I have the greatest sympathy and admiration for
the remarkable fortitude with which they bore themselves.
Suffering great pain, often unavoidabily exXpocsed to rough
handling, cold, and the utmost discomfort, and in the fear of
death, they all, without exception, bore these sufferings
bravely and unflinchingly.

I am proud to have been associated with the officers and
men of the PANRY, and the United States Navy may well be proud
of thelr gellant record which so well exemplifies the spirit
of the serviece. ‘

I am also making this report by letter to the Commander
F Patrol. .

¢
@D
i

e e e e e ——

ol e P

- BeT
but wrote instructions cn thefﬁwﬁ/



| States via the first ¢lipper plesne from Manila.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to maké

any further statement covering anything relating to the subject
matter of the inqguiry which he thought should be & matter of

record in comnection therewith, which had not been fully brought
out by the previous questioning.

The witness stated thet he had nothing further to say.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

The court then, at 7:15 p.m., took a recess until 8:00 Dl
at which time it reconvened.

Present: " All the members, the judge advocate snd his counsel
and the reportser.

The judge advocate announced that the court wes holding this
session outside of official hours in order to expedite the
sending of the record of the court of inquiry to the United

No witnesses not otherwise comnected with the trial were
present.

A witness callsd by the judge advocate entered, was duly
sworn, and was informed of the subject metter of the inquiry.

Examined by. the judge advocate:

p

1, Q. State your nsme, present occcupation, ard residence.
. , Universal Newsreel Cameraman, B

2, Q. You are called as a witness at this court of inguiry
which is investigating the bombing and loss of the U.S.S5. PANAY,

Were you present?

A. Yes.

3, G. State what you know of the clrcumstances surrounding

the case. ] A
K., AV 1:40 p.m., Sunday, December 12¥h sboerd the U.3.8.

PANAY, which had anchored about 28 miles above Nenking, I had
Jjust find Shed T1iTin. Suddenly plane motors ceme inte earshot
end, while looking up to see their positicn whieh was directly
on our nose, the sound of a whistling bomb preceded an explo-
sion which appeared to me to be just to port of the PANAY bridge
The bomber plames which released these first loads were of the
large Japanese type with twin motors.  They were flying at en
altitude of abjout seven thousand feet and did not turn after
dropping their bombs but conftinued in the general direction
of Nanking. My first reaction was that Jepanese, mistzking

#0
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the PANAY for an enemy ship, had realized their error and were
leaving. This was wrong, nowever, as almost directly there-
after a squadron of siz small pursuit type bombers eeme over

us at a much lower altitude and immediately began to power dive
and release what seemed tc be 100 pound bombs on each individusal
dive. The apparent suddeness of the unwarranted atsack served
as a distinet shoek to all officers and crew together with it
being followed so closely by further and more intense bombing
by the small planes. With automatiec orderliness and diseipline
the officers and crew of the PANAY were immedistely at their
emergency posts; and, when the Japanese had dropped four or
five loasds, the PANAY machine guns were returning fire. I saw
Captain being assisted from the bridge to the galley
apparently badly injured. Ensign . who had been stand-
ing just aft of the bridge con the upper deck, came by me :

2 B ‘
I = : Executive officer
Anders, although badly hit in the HG . stayed on the
starboard bridge ladder top and showed great courage in meaking
assignment s. His appearance and actions served as e splendid
design for the gunners and boatmen who were et their respective

posts. At this same time I observed Doctor and Lieut-
enant bringing the first wounded men below. Lieutenant
‘ was _ _ B - _ _ o Biewrt-
| enant . was badly wounded in the 8¢ when I first noticed
him. He was heving difficulty in talking., and I believe it
was Ensign who hended Lieutenant a pleece of paper
and & pencil, and Mr. . started to write what I would
presume to be assignments. The next time I sew Lieutenant

he had been hit in = Bt by fragments. Therefore,

he ecould not talk or write. So what I said above that even
after he was practically out of operation, he stayed on deck
and certeinly set a fine example. He certainly By

and was one of the last men to get ashore. During the next
few minutes the Japanese released no less than 17 separate
loads of bombs at the PANAY, In my own mind the number of
bombs that were dropped was 17, Imeediately on reaching shore
T checked my position at all times om the ship, and at each
position I bhad a very good recollection of how many bombs ceme
down in thHoss positioms. It was necessary for me to go to the
Chief Petty Offieers' mess room on the super deck to get my
GcameTra. These- quarters were in shembles from the intense con-
cussion snd fragmentary assault. In returning tc the main
deck a bomb lemded on the port side about twenty-five feet

from the ladder I was descending and blew fragments against

the ship's side and took my het off but did not injure me.

Just behind, after having spent the first few moments ip the
ehief petty officers' quarters, was Sandro Sandri, Italian
newspaper correspondent. I¥ turned to see that he had been
struek apparently in the B¢ as he showed great pain.
Although Sendri spoke Very 1ittle English he sheouted to.me.that
he was hit, and, assisted by a crew member, we.pulled him into

the engine TOOmM Zangway. it abeut 1450 pum., I AC0ticed

4] -




Coxswain - preparing to take the first losd of wounded
ashore in the outboard motored sampan. They put five or six
wounded seamen aboard and had reached a spot about halfway to
shore when two of the Japanese pursuit bombers flew low over
their craft and opened up with machine guns, fne of the
planes released a bomb which fortunately fell wide, I heard
later that crew members Ensminger and were additiornally
wounded by these asctioms. The planes which had gone over had
just completed bombing the shlp, completed a turm, and dove on
the sampan and machine gunned the wounded mem being taken ashore,
end dropped a bomb which I do not think was meant for the sampan.
Chief Boastswain's mate was observed meanning a machine

gun with Ao

with splendid ecoolness, and I believe that seversl hits were
meade even though not on plane's vitel points. turning
from gun to gun showed utter disregard for personal danger,
thereby displaying a fine example of U.S. Navy tradition for
bravery under fire. His fine execution of orders after the
gbandon ship command, together with his indefatigeble efforts

All the gun crews were operating

in orgenizing end caring for the wounded after reaching shore,
are o be highly commended. At 2:05 p.m., asbendon ship was
ordered, the motor sampan was lowered, the first uninjured crew
members were teken ashore. The vessel was shipping water over
the main deck at this minute and seemed to be in imninent danger
of sinking., I observed four crew members who had given up their

life jackets to civilian evacuees jump Over the fanteail carrying
mattresses and table tops for assistance. Although the stream
was running a usual current, these men slected to lighten the
load on rescue sampans by trying for shore independently. One
ol ¥he o, , threw me his life jacke$b when he observed

that I did not as yet carry one. I learned later that these
men were . and’ . Their dis-

i
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' but was reguested to pul

3
regard of personal safety is to be highly commended.,

4. Q. Do you know who gave the order to abandom ship?
A. I do kot kxnow who but I heard it passed all along

down the line.

5. Q. Did you check %this by wateh?
A. Yes, but my wateh could have been five or te

out, the times are relative.

1 minutes

6. Q. Please continue with your narrative.
A, The S.S. MEIHSIA which had been lying off our starboard

pulled alongside just after the sbandon ship order was issued
1 away because it was filled with fuel

oil and had it been hit would have added to the problem of
R A

rescuing the wounded from the PANAY. " .
Weekly Far-Eastern correspondent, decidgd to go abogr@ this
ship, however, and was last seen assisting her remelning erew

in lowering a2 life boat. The MEIHSIA was observed going toward

AL A0y,
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thg south shore together with the S3 MEIPING wkieh had been
| dring %o our pert eide. They both tied up slongside pontoons
on the south side of the riwver. At 2:25 p.m. I was
placed aboard the motor sampan and taken ashore, in observing
| the sinking PANAY as we pulled away from her starbosrd side
we noticed the mainmsst had been broken off and she was in-
' tensely scarred from the bombing. Pwo holes appeared just
forward of the bridge om the water linme. There was barely a
square foot of surface on either-side of the vessel which was
unsearred from the fragmentary explosions.

Examined by the court:

7, Q. During the bombing were flags displayed?

A. Yes. Two horizontally on deck, an American flag on
the mainmast and a union jack on the foremast. I noticed that
immediately after the first bomb., I.locked up and saw a brand
new flag on the mainmast.

Examined by the judge advocate:

8. Q. Please continue with your narrative.
A. After landing on the north bank and trying to get the
men as ccmfortable as possible, we were interrupted eboutb
3:00 p.m. by the sound of machine gun .-fire. A Japanese land-
ing party boat was approaching the deserted PANAY from her bow

and opened up fire point blank on the bridge. A party was
observed going aboard, meking a gquick inspection and leaving.
They were on board about five minutes. At ¥:54 p.m., the

PANAY sank. !

5. Q. You have stated that the Japenese were on board the

deserted PANAY about five minutes?
Do HEEE

16. §. Did you s9e Hhis?
A, Yes, absolutely.

11. Q. Did you see them doing anything on board?
A. Yes., They went to the bridge by the forward ledder.
There were four - I distinetly rememberT. They were on the
bridge not over a minute. They spparently went on the port
side and, ecoming back, came out on the main deck just eft of

the engine room on the starboesrd side.

12. Q. Did you see them leave the PANAY? n
A, Tes.
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Re-Examined by the judge advocate:

1
{

gon the AUGUSTA upon arrivel in Shanghai. And I intend to have

| TeS. Navye.

13, §. Did they carry anything with them?
A. 1 could not ses. They left the PANAY and went
directly to the MEIPING and MEIHSIA.

'Re_Examined by the judge advocate:

14, Q. Please continue with your narretive,

A. At sgbout 4:00 p.m., we again heard Japanese aircraft
and tried to remove all the wounded into the high brush and out
off sizht Erom FHir attack, The planes came over apd circled our
position but ecntinued on across the river and dropped incendi-

ary bombs on the S.5. BEIPING and METHSIA, These ships immedi-éﬁﬁ/

ately caught fire and the screams of the civilian Chinese who
were aboard these vessels was clearly audible ecross the mile

wide river., During all the above time, from the first bomb pnt
he was carried ashore badly incapacitated, also during the period

of organizing the shore party, Captain Eept im direet
touch with operations and directed with the aid of Ceptein
U.5.A,, and Mr. - of the Embassy the sucecessr

ful evacuation of the party iﬂto safer territory. As I under-
stand this testimony is for the purpose of alding the investiga-
tion of the actual bombing of the PANAY, I am not mentioning

anything further than same in ift.

Rg_Exemined by the court:

15. Q. By whose authority were you on board the PANAY?
A. By invitatiom of the American Embassy in Nanking and
Captain Hughes of the PANAY,

16, G. About how many feet of film did you teke of this in-

¢ident?
A. I had sbout 2000 feet of preliminery film cf routine

on board the PANAY and about 800 feet on Sunday.

17. . What disposition are you going to meke of this film?

A. It will be taken personally to New York ito the Univer-
| sal Newsreel offices in Rockefellew Center: The Third Naval c?wf

Distriet will be notified; and, as sSoon as the film is develop-
ed, it will be screened subject to their censorship.

18. Q. Is it true that you were approached by Japanese auth-
orities with reference to the purchase by them of this fllm?
A, Mo, sir. I had definifely intended leaving the film

these films put on the destroyer STEWART tomorrow, et which time
I shall accompany same t0 Menila through the courtesy of the

“‘4:4:""
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] Re-examined by the court:

19, Q. In your opinion, could the pilots of the attacking
]planes have mistaeken the identity of the PANAY?

| _ A. Absolutely not. There was no way that they could
mistake it for any other country than the United States.

20. Q. Was this true also in the case of the Standsrd 0il
ships?
A, They had four times as many flags es we had. Each
Stendard Cil boat had a minimum of five flags, and peinted all
over the ship.

Re-examined by the judge advocate:

. 21. Q. Have you yet made any estimate of your personsal proper—
ty losses as & result of the sinking of the PANAY?
21 s

22. . Approximetely how much?
A. Between eleven hundred and twelve hundred dollars,
J. S. ecurrency.

23. Q. Do you intend to make this the subject of a separate
claim aegainst the Government?
A. I would assume not unless it was proper to make it
against the Japanese Government through the proper channels,

24. Q. Do you have any unfavorable comments or eritieism of
the setions and conduct of any officer or man attached to the i
‘PANAY? f
/ A, I was very asgreeably impressed in all ways. I was

¥ ipleased thet by God when all hell broke loose that everyone did
as he should have dome. ;

25. Q. What was the condition of the PANAY as fto list and trim
at the time of abandon ship?

A. Water was coming over the main deck. It was calm waten
and she was washing over the main deck and she was considerably
ldown by the head. There was no reason for anyone to remain
‘longer that I could see,

None of the parties %o the inquiry desired further to examine
ithis witness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject
matter of the inquiry which he thought should be a2 matter of
record in conneeticon therewith, which had not been fully brought
out by the previous questioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

The court then, at 9:00 p.m., adjourned until 8.08 a.mn.
TOmMOIrIrow.




THIRD DAY.
U8 .8. AUCIISEA',
Shanghail, China,
Saturday, Dasenher 1B, LBS7.

The court met at 8.08 a.m.

Present:

Captain , Bt QEvy,

Commander U.3. Wavv. and

Lieutenant Cormander s s Loy U8, METY, nembérgd
and Lieutenant | 3 - U.3. Navy, Jjudge advocate,

and his counsel.
g veoman first class, U.3. Navy, reporter.

3

The record of proeceedings of the second day of the inqguiry
was read and approved.

No witnesses not otherwise connected with the imnquiry were
present. ‘

A witness ealled by the judge advocate entered, wsas duly
sworn, and was informed of the subjeet matter of the inquiry.

Examined by the Jjudge advocate:

1.3. State vour neme, resifdemce, and ocaupmtion.
A, -, master mariner, with the Standard

Qi1 Company, Master of the S.S. WIEL PING.

284 B , you are called with reference to the loss
by bombing of the U.S5.5. PANAY. Please state what you knmow
concerning the case. Were you present when the PANAY end its
convoy was bombed on December 12th? i

A, Yes, sir. :

3.0. State what you know concernimng the case.
&, On Saturday December 1lth, at about 2.00 p.m., the 5.85.
MET PING was leying at anchor three and three-quarter miles ;

above the Nanking Custom House. About one-quarter mile from the

right south bamk, alsc anchored with "MEL PING" were ™MET HSAT"
and "MEL AN" end a number of smaller Socony units. Staying on
the sundeck with the chief engineer about Z.00 p.m., watching
the bombardument of the city of Naenking, we heard a crash and a
colunm o¥ blaek smoke rose near the shore between the 4.P.C.
TIEN KWANG and A.P.C. tughboat HO KWANG, which were anchored near
shore about ome-half mile below our position. Shortly after, a
second shot landed in the water very near the TIEN KWANG, on

|

i

il

the port side, Both the chief engineer and myseif ran down, and

I issued orders to raise steam and put engines standing by. As

I watched, the TIEN KWANG got underway and proceeded upriver
along the shore between MEL PING and the shore. Almost

opposite the MEIL PING I heard a third crash on the TIEN KWANG
port side and 1lmmedi ately gave orders to heave in anchor, and as
soon as the engines were ready gave full speed shead, at the
same time heaving the anchor, and proceededshead, folliéowing a
diagonal ccurse up and across the river. DNleanwhile shells were
dropping closely around the MEI PING and other vessels, and
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shelling contimmed for 15 Or 20 minutes, B. and 3. WAN TUNG,
after arriving at north shore, dropped anchor, as the firing had
ceased. ,

| I dropped anchor astern of the "WAN TUNG.™ We remained in
this berth about ten minutes, when heavy shelling was
recommenced, and I again welghed anchor and proceeded upriver.
A1} other ships followed, and I observed the U.8.8. Panay also
!raise anchor and follow. Further firing conftinued for aboutb
fifteen minutes and some shells dropped about 100 yards from the
S.3. Mei Ping. Continued to proceed slowly upriver awailting
other Sccecony Vacuuwm units to come closer, and eventuwally the
1U.5.5, Panay passed the "MEI PING" and signalled to drop anchor
lone mile above the Heashan San Bluff Beacon, and I proceeded
after the U.S5.8. Panay to this anchorage snd anchored at about
800 pom,

We remained at% this anchorage until about 8.00 a.m., on the
1B24h, wlen firing started about one<half mile astern of us
ageinst Chinese junks 1lying along bthe north bank, along which i
bank we were anchored, The U.S.S. Panay then signalled us to
follow her up river, and I gave orders to get underway,  the
mEI PING" proceeding as soon as possible, following the U.S.S.
Panay.

At the Upper Beacon Pheasant Island a motor launch full of
soldiers went aslongside the U.S.3. Panay, whichl stopped. The
"EL PING" also stopped and I noticed the soldiers were
Japanese, After some short while we reached a new signal to
proceed and Tfollow the U.S.S. Panay upriver, and we followed her :
until we reached about mileage twenty-eight above Nanking, a
place: called Mauchan, when we anchored near the north bank a
l1ittle below the Japanese iron mines pontoon. The "MEI PING"
anchored about 300 yards sbove the U.85.3. Panay inside nesarer
the left bank 1n nine fathoms of water. Thils anchorage was
regched shortly after 12,00 aun. A4boat 1,00 pim., seven or
eight sailors from the U.S.8. Panay came aboard for stores. !
. Abvout l.25 p.m,, we Noticed esirplanes c¢ircling sbove us, but
idid not feel alarmed as the Jgpanese knew our position and had E
heen requested to afford protection, . About five minutes later

we heard an airplane power diving foliowed by a terrific
explosion, One of the U.5.38. Peauay sailors yelled that the
U.S.8, Panay was hit and sinking. I looked from the bridge and
noticed the U.S.35, Panay's bow was down, I rang immediately to. .
stand by, and to heave anchor, and get underway, LS soon as the! )
englne was ready I put full speed ahead. As soon as we gob
underway I heard a power dive above us followed by a terrifie
crash. Looking through the window I saw a big column of smoke
lahout ten feet from the starboard bow. At the same time I heard
a terrific crash behind me and all windows broke, armor plates

on bridge were: thrown out of place and twisted. Celling above

me was torn and buckled, all electrie fittings and other
instruments were thrown out of place. Locking behind me I
noticed that flames were coming out of my room, doors, and
windows. I also noticed that doors on the bridge were blown from
thelr hinges. Thinking thst the ship was going to burn or would
jpe sumk Y decidad to beach her on the lef¥, or north Bank, to
glve a chance for the people to swim ashore. I now heard further
diving behind me end a burst of machine gun fire. When I hed
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nearly reached the shore, one or two more bombs had struek near
the ship causing further damage. HNeanwhile I gave orders to put
the fire out and sent everybody to help except myself, I
remained on the bridge. One of the American sallors called to
me that machine gun fire had opened on our smalk units from the
left bank ahead of me. Deciding that 1f we went aground and
attempted to swin ashore we would be killed by machine gun fire,
I gave-a hard 1l&T% rudder gpd tried fo go TQ the righi; or stuth
bank, alongside the dfepanese lron mines pontoons. Coming over I
|was hit several times by bombs. However, no damage was done to
steering gear and telegraph and I continued to the south bank,
at the same time trying to control the fire on boerd, which we
atmost did, Coming a little above and near the pontoon with
engine full speed astern, I heard a power dive and a cerash, and
i jumped up and looked through the armor plate openings: I saw a
acolumn of black: smoke rising asbout five feet from the skarboard
bow, but the ship was still aflocat. I gave orders to mooer the
ship as we were alongside., As soon as we had two wires: ashore
from the bow, I gave orders t0 everyone ta leave the ship and
run ashore, ' T

Fire in my room and deck was still burning but under control,
Pecople running. ashore over to the pontoen were met on the bund
by the JFapanese: troops with fixed bayonets and tocld tc halt.
These soldiers concentrated all passengers and crew on the
foreshore and proceeded to search the Chinese. Meanwhile, fire
iin my room again flared up, and I asked permissicn to take the
crew and go on board and put the fire out, which they gave, and
in about  a half hour the fire was out. %When the fire was out
the "MEI HSIA™ came near and offersd assistance, which I refused |
as the fire was under control and the ship safe.

Captain inquired as to what I intended to do, and
I replied I would not move but would remein alongside and keep
the people ashore untlil darkness. 4after this, I went ashore 1o
see the condition of my passengers and part of the cgrew. I
noticed no serious casualties smong them. &#s I came on shore,
I heard the Japanese officer say that this was a Chinese ship
showing no flags:. Before I could say anything, Mr. pointed
out to the Japanese that on the mainmast aft & large American
flag was still) hanging on the gaff, but the foremast was crashed
with the flag, alsc two large American flags were painted onm top
the 'sun deck on each side, I estimabte there were at least
thirty Smerican flags displayed on the Socony ships. I then
asked the Japanese officer for permission to call all passengers
back aboard, provided he would guarantee no fumther bombilug, as
it was getting late. He agreed, and this conversation was
overheard by others, amcng whom kr. can deflinitely make
verification.

Ag soon as we returned abocard we neticed the "MEI HSIAM Tied
up alongside of us and we started checking up on casuaslties and
began to render first aid, in which the chief pharmagsist's mate

of the "PAMAY™M, , was of very great help. Cthers of the
| "PANAY*s"™ crew also helped in this work. The casualties up to
|bhls Time Were: Done dead) Mp. M. - -

cne M"EPANAY"™ sallor and five Chinese wounded.
| Someone called to my attention that the Japanese officer
wanted me ashore. I at once went ashore, meeting the offiecer on

the pontoon. He asked whether I could guarantee in writing
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civilianm. T agreed to do this and started to return to the

ship when I again heard planes going into s power dive, and

i flattened myself alongside the watchmen®s house. I heard two
terrific crashes one after the other, followed by explosiocns of
gasoline on the boats. I called to all on board the ships to
abandon ship, as flames were already bursting from the "MEI
PING" after hold. I myself ran to the foreshore, Arriving
there, the Jepanese halted me and others from running ashore teo
seek safety. Hearing another plane power diving, I started to
run ashore as did the Japanese soldiers and everyone. As I
flattened myself near a pile of iron ore I heard several
terrific crashes., Noticing that the "MEIT HSTA™ was hift in the |
aumber twoe hold and belching smoke, and hearing a further power ;
dive overhead, I ran sround a corner, and as I did so, heard
another series of crashes. Iooking up I saw one bomb dropped oni
the bund among the Japanese. Two Japanese were Killed. T am = |
not sure as to other Japanese casualties. As L ran sshore I {

noticed the Japaneses scoldiers signaling with flags and shoutlng
at the planes. This cccurred during the second and third

i diving.

' After this final attack I returned to the ship ta see whethers
any assistanee could be given to the ships or oceupants. Peoplel
were still leaving the ship as I approached and United States ,
sailors were receiving Chinese women and children from the

| ships that were exploding and in flames in the after part. I
met Captalo on the pontoon. He ordered all people 1o
abandon ship Immediately. Captain then proceeded to
the bund as the last passengers left the ship. Sailor

and some obhers of the U.5.3. Penay crew were still aboard
locking for wounded.

At this time Captaln - . and T agreed that both ships
were beyond help. -Shortly after this the Japanese troops noved
off toward Nenking, aend wherxr some Of our passengers attempied to
follow they ordered them back and indicated that they should go
inland by the railrocad. ;

The following morning we found that eighteen Soeony Chiness |
emmployees: and familles: were dead with some not definmitely |

|

accounted for. As nearly as could be ascertained, twenty
Chinese were wounded, some seriously. There may be a number of |
other wounded still unacccounted for among the crew. The dead ori
missing were: numbexr one Chinese engineer, dead; number two w
Chinese engineer, wmissing; Chinese oliler engineer, dead; two |
enginercom staff missing and ons anglneroom,staff dead: one !
{other unidentified Ghinese of the crewm dead. f
I 4% 12.00 p.m., December 13th, a Chinese reported to me that
|the H.M.S. Bee was ecoming. The "BEE"™ arrived and T went aboard
fabout sly oA ' p. M.

! T wish to make special mention of all of the U.S.S. Panay crew
abogrd my ship during the attachs, as all of these men_rendered
lall possible assistance to me in every way..

b

4, Qe Did you see anything more that happened on the “rANAj"

ithan what you have stated.
| . No I didn*t. I saw a sallor yelling at the small units j

hend I saw that they had already turned. There was about four or
Hfivesmotor launches and barges.

|
|
5

| =
|
l

that the Hanking Company chauffefr was not a soldier but a @hJ
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5. 9. How many U. 3. sailors. were on the "MEI PINGT?
; i Fight, I thimw,

6. Q. Did you know who they were?
A. By their name, some I know, and some I know by their faces,

7e Q. What were these sailors aboard the ™MEI PING™ for?

A. They gave me about thirteen cases of stores in Ngnking,
and they ceme to get the stores and take them. We got sbout
two cases of stores out of the hold and then we take them on deck
and I cglled the carpenter to open them and then the thing
started.

Examined by the ecourt:

8. 9. Were any Chinese craft in the vieinity of the anchorage
at the time of the commencement of the bombing?
Ao NO'.

9. Qe To your knowledge, were any machine gun bullets fired by
the plenmes at your perty or was any individual struek by machine
cun bullets?

A, I cannot tell that. Only I remember now, that came last %

night to my head, that one chief petty officer ran te me and
ssked if we have any motor launches. I said, "Plenty.™ That is
what I remember. And I turned. We never heard any shooting.

fou see, 1%t is sueh a racket. I was only 1ln charge.

Re—-examined by the judge advocate:

|
10. Q. Is the "™MEI PING"™ a total loss? f
Ae. A total loss, everything on board. You can see, maybe, E
1

r

i

three anchors and chains.

11. Q. Did your party stay together ashore after abandoning

A. No, they scattered because of the Chinese who were mixed. up!
vith us. They would not leave us. We considered 1t unsafe o
stay together on gaceount of the Japanese, maybe they think we
aTe Chiness soldiers,

12, §. Have you any c¢riticism to make ¢f the conduet of ary

naval officer or naval man in caomnnection with this inecident?

A, None whatsocever. Everyhody in my knowledge and of what I

seen him, very high praise I give everybody, especially sailors i
I

|
\
[
x
1
i
t

because my'sailors wers out Of eontreol, thay were Chinese.

15. Q. In other words, if the last bombing had not taken place
the action of these bluejackets would hava saved your ship?

A. Yes, sir. » and were especially
helpful and showed gresat coalness under fire. Tas
lgiving orders amidst the falling bombs, telling people what o
do and paying no attention to the falling;bomba. I am sure that
if we did not have the "PANAYY sailors aboard that we could not
ehdve gotten alongside the dock. When the ship was bombed the |
1flre extinguishers jumped out of their brackets due to !
concussion and thelr contents were lost.

—5 0w
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i us, and we had all the armor plates down.

| hew bow verw repldly.

The Li. V. MEI YT also came and plcked up three men who were
close to the left bank. The 8.3, lel An was underway and
running for the beech on the left bank. We therefore proceeded
to: the "MEI PING™, which at that time had made fast to the
Japanese pontoon on the right bank, The ™MEI PING™ was alsoco
badly damaged but in no danger. ¥#e were ordered by the
Japanese soldiers on the "MEIL PIFGY to tie up alongside her.

About 3,30 p.ms we received a third attack and the "MEI HSIAM

got one bomb on the deek above the masterfts redm amd ons bomb
thrdgh the after deok which caused five, The "NEI PIFG® was
bombed in the after part of the ship and flames immediately
broke out from her cargo porits on the agfter deck, The vessel
was abandoned and the passengers and crew, except the steward
from the “"MEI HSTA", who was killed, were safely brought ashore.
Mr. . was seriously wounded, one Chinese steward
killed and one boy also seriously wounded.

During the first attack the bulk junk and the native junk
cast off. The bulk lighter remsined aslongside. We have not

been able to ascerfain casualties sustained by the people in
this lighter.

411 Standard-Vacuum 011 Company's wessels had the American
flag painted om the ship's side, on the awnings above the
bridge., snd Tlags were [lying om the foremeast and on the
flagstaffs. :

After the vessels were abandoned most of the passengers agnd
grew proceeded to a village about one and one-half miles inlang
and we remained there until the H.M.S. Bee arrived at 4.0Q p.m.
on December 13th, 1937. - |

Se G. Captain , how many "PANAYY™ sailors were aboard
the "MAI HSITA™ at the time of the bombing?

A. There were, when the bombing commeneed, no sailors of the
WPANAY™ on board the “h&l HSTA". During the last bombing severa
of them were abosrd becausze Tlhen I hed ftied np fo the YHEL
PING™ and then came on board the "MEI HSIA™ to help and assist
the wounded people.

6. Q. How close were you to the "PANAY"™ When she was bombed?
A, We were anchored about four to five hundred feet right
abiead of the YPANAY'S, ;

7. Q. Can you tell the court anything which you_may'hava
obhserved on board the "PANAYY at this time?
A. T was not able to see her, sir. =&£he was right astern of

8. He Did you hear the order giwven to abendon ship on the g
WEAM AT ‘ ?
Yo NO, eI

9. Q. Did you see the "PANAY"™ crew abandon ship?
o el - Sixy

10. Q. At this time, what was the condition of the "BANAY" as
to list and trim?
A. She was sinking with her bow. She was settling down with
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! 13. Q. ¥ ¥our sidp e tutal logs?
| A. She is burned down to the waterline, sir., She has hed very
heavy explosions on board, but I have not been able to examine
lthe ship after these explosions. She was still buerning when we |
1

ileft.
Examined by the ecurt: ' ‘ ; 5

12, Q. What assistance was rendered by the "BEE" when she
arrived on December 13th?
; A, We got to a place ashore about one and one-half miles
inland, and the doctor was there and took care of the wounded,
carried them down to the pontoon and gave them all such
assistance. We were taken on board the ship and very well taken
care of,

13, @, What assistance?

i 4., When the passengers and crew from the "MEI PING™ came on
bosrd, the ehlef pharmacistts mate, I don't reeall the name, he
cot banfages, disinfectant, and things we had on the "MAI HSIAY,
and Aduring this work the third bombardment started. y

|
i[ Re—examined by the judge advocate:
1

14, Q. Have you any eriticism to make of the conduet of any of ;
ithe "PANAY™ officers or men during the incident? ;
i A, They behaved very bravely and in a very nice way, and as 2
far as I could see, gave to the "Mal PING" and YMEI HSIA™ all F
possible assistance anybody could wish to have,.

None of the parties to fthe inguiry desired further to examine
this witness.

ThHe %3%%5 informed the witness that he was privileged to make %0}“
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject
matter of the inguiry which he thought should be a matter of
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully brouglitc
|

|

|

I

|

I

out by the previous guestidding.

The witness made the following statement:

[* Yes. I have not mentioned in my statement about two motor
hoats which came down after the bomberdment on the le®t bank of
he riwver. They followed fairly close to the bank and I heard
pachine guns rattle, but I could not see or telk where they went.|

fhey were loaded with Japanese soldiers, and shortly afterwards
Ehey came alongside the "MEI HSIA™ and where they went after that
I di1d not ab=erve.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

A witness called by the judge advocate entered, was duly SWOTL.,
snd was informed of the subject matter of the 1nqulry.

Examined by the judge advocate:

le B+ State your name, residence, and occupatian.
a. » Wy residence in China is in Henking, and I
m with the Standard Vacuum 0il Cormpany.

e e e

Acc &f.
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2. 9. Were you present at the loss by bombing of the "PaNAY"
and convoy on December 128th?
A. Tes, sir,

3. 4. Please state what you know concernlng this case? |

A, On Saturday, December 1llth, the following Standard Vacuum |
01l Company vessels were anchored just sbove Sun €hla Ho,
-dApproximately three miles above the center of Nanking harbor:

S. B. Mel Ping, Meil Hsia, Mel An; motor barges MEI Y1, MEI YING;:
motor launches MBI FOO nine, MEI FOO eleven, bulk freighter ]
number two zero six, three bulk junks and three rented cargo ]
boats. A considerable number of foreign ships, including two ﬁ
British gunboats, were also anchored here but no Chinese shipping
was anywhere in the vicinity. I was a passenger on the S.85.

Mei Ping.

At approximately 2.00 p.m., shells from the south shore
batteries commenced to fall among and on all sides of the ships
anchored at this point. Immediately the shelling started all
ships weighed anchor and moved across and up the river as
guickly as possible. Shelling stopped for an interval amd the
"YMET PINGY™ dropped anchor at a point on the other side of the
river and about one mile above the original anchorage. Shelling
was almost immediately resumed and we again started upriver., In
the meantime the U.S.S. Panay, which had been anchored just oftf
San Cha Ho, passed us proeceeding upriver and signalled that 1%
was her intention to snchor at a point about eight miles above
Nanking harbor. AlL Standard Vacuum Cil Company ships followed
her and anchored together at this point.

It could no¥ be certalin whether Japanese or Chinese batteries
did@ the firing, but from the direction in whiech the shells
seemed to come, 1t is my opinion that they probably originated
behind the Jauanese Hpes. In &8)l, vetwsen forety Bngt fITHY
[shells were dropped. Although they landed elose to gll vessels,
lto my knowledge the A.P.C. TIEN LKWAlG is the only one which was
factually hit,

g the Folloing morning, -Eugdeny,; Decenber -Leth, slellife
was again noticed, directed from the south bank to the noxnth
bank and against a group of junks laying about one-half mile
below our anchorage. After consultation with the "PANAY", it
was decided to move further upriver and all vessels got underway.
When the "PANAY" passed us she signalled that she was anchoring |
at a point twenty-eight miles above lanking. We proceeded {
upriver, and at a point about twenty-two miles above Nanking
noticed that the "PATAY" had been signalled by a motor boat full
of Japanese soldiers coming from the north shore. Some of these
spldiers boarded the "PANAY", We slowed down, and just as we
reached the "PAIIAY", were signalled to go shead, We then |
proceeded on to the specified anchorage where we dropped anchor |
at about 1l.50 s.m, ;

To the best of my knowledse the position of fthe ships at {
anchor was: The "MREIL ISIA™ approximately 500 feet directly aheaq
of the U.3.5. Panay; the "MEI PIIG" perhaps 300 feet from the
"MEI HSIA®™ ofi her starbogrd Jusrter just ashamd of the “EIHATw:
Jthe "HEI ANY™ about 700 feet directly behind the "PANAY': E
|subsildiary craft were alongside the larger ships. All Standard |
Vacuum,vessels had large smerican flegs prominently displayed,




both aftf dfid painted on the Ltop of the superpatructure. The
"PANAY™ aglso had flags painted on top and was f£lying two or
three flags from her masts. All ships were anchored mell in
midstreem,. There was no Chinese shipping anywhere in sight
(there might have been one or two sampans. but there were no
junkea} and no evidence of fortifications or military activity of
any kind. ‘

About 1.30 p.m. & muiber of Japsnese planes were noticed
approaching, and shortly afterward one dived on the U,S5.S5. Panay
dropping a bomb which seemed $o land directly om the front of
the bow. 4lY our ships immediately got underway. Bombs were 5
dropped at rapid intervals, apparently being relegsed from Iow |
altitudes, and all landing fairly near to their targeis. The E
"MET PING™ was hit either twice or three times, one bomb landing
on the captaints cabin just behind the bridge which started a ‘
fire, I believe that hits were zlso scored on "“MEI HSTA™, ;
MBI AN™ and the "PANAY". In all, a tobtal of zbout twenty bombs ;
were dropped. i

The "MEI PING" headed first toward the north shore but when |
machine gun fire was observed headed for the south bank and
eventually was brought alongside a pontoon located there.
Efforts had been made to fighft the fire and it wes finally put
out shortly affter she had bean t1ed wp. The "MEI HESIE®, shich
had also headed toward the north bank, turned and came to the
pontoon $ying up next to the ™HEI PING". The "MEIL ANY remained
along the morth shore apparently in distress, The "PANAY™ was
noticed to be settling forward immediately after the Tirst bhomb
had hit her. 3She remained afloat for some time but eventually
capsized abowt am hour and a balf affter the first bombs had kit
her. In the meantime the shipts party had landed along the
north shore.

Then the "MEI PING" came alongside the pantoon a party of
over cne hundred Japanesge scldiers appeared from the foreshore
and ordered everyone ashore. There was quite a lot of |
guestioning, all our Chinese were searched, and sfter about
forty minutes we were told we could go on board the ships again.
Almost immediately after we went on boerd, airplanes were heard
and the bombing was resumed. The planes flew wvery low, scoring
direct hits on beth ships, Large fires were started when holds
contzining gasoline were ignited. DLveryone who could, laft the
ship at onee, taking with them all wounded who could be located;|
Both ships had large firtes which it was hopeless to atliempt to i
get under control. I believe that bulk junks and lighters went |
to the north shore but camnnot be sure what happened to other 5
units. Motor barges and launches alsg headed for the norihk
shore. I bellieve that they went up the creek which flows into
Ethe. river at this point.

a After the bombing the Japanese soldiers imnmediately went into
ITormation and hurriedly left in a downriver direction. Their
lonily suggestion tec us was that we go up the railroad. There is g
siwall reilroad leading from the foreshore to some irom ore mine
which belongs to the dapanese., e went about cne and one-half
miles %0 a smgll village and remszsined there until the afternoon
of the following day when we were picked up by the H.M.S. Bee. |

Captain Casrison of the "MEI AN" was killed. HNone of the i
faoreigners of the S5.5. Mei Hsia were seriocusly injured with the
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| same opiniom because they took us in witlh reluctance.

Fuw,

exception of Mr. . _ wWho bosrded the "MEL HSIA™ from the
TPANAY" and who sustained a wound of whose seriousness I am |
uneertain. Mr, and I were slightly wounded. There were |
many casualties among the Chinese passengers and crews of the
Socony vessels but an exact checl has not yet been pogssible,
£1]1 miotor launches, barges, and bulk junks ettempted to head
for the north shore; and, I believe, that most of them have i
gone up creeks which flow info the river on this side: Some of |
themr have been seen there but it is lmpossible to be sure
exactly where they are or what conditiom they are in. IE has
also been impeossible to meake an examination of the "MET AN™, ]
|

althowgh she is known to be extremely in bad shape. Both the
wypT PING"™ and the "MEIL HSIA™ are total losses, When the
bombing started we had eight sailors and a petty officer from
the "PANAY™ who had come on baard to see about fixing up our

i canteen and it was impossible for them to return to the ship.

After this bombing and firing started our Chinese crew were E
useless, some of them stcod by, but a good many of them did not.j
In addition, I would like t0o go on record thet it was chiefly :
through the efforts of the people from the "PAWAY™ that 1f was |
possible to navigate the ship and bring her alongside and put ;
out the fire, and without their assistance, I em of the opinion,
that the ship would probably have burned up amidstream and !

evervhody on board would have been lost. i

Qe 4. Is there anyhody in partvicular that should be mentioned
in that connection? |

A+ I believe that Captain e ETOWE BlhHemy I 4o mof
Tremember any naues. , chief machinist*s mate, was
observed handling the nozzle of the hose, and was, I believe, a |
very great help in putting out the fire. was very
useful in giving first aid to everybody who needed it.

2. Q. Did you observe any machine gunning®
A, I observed machine guns coming from the north shore when
we attempted to spprosch it. I can't say that I obzerved them
from the planes. I did nctice a nmumber of these motor launches
with Japanese soldiers approaching about, perihsasps, twenty
mimites after the first bombing sterted. Probably about four |
or five harges full of Japanese soldiers. What happened after |
!
i

i they reached the south shore, which was one and ocne~half miles:

away from where we were, I don't know,

8. @ Did vou see them board the "PANAY™?
A, No, I 4idn*t =ee them.

7. Q. After the party went to the Chinese village were they
kept togethexr?® ]

A. Toe They pushed us off on our own. I helieve 1t was
thelr intention to annihilete the whole c¢romd of us ta eover the
ineident up: We thought the best thing to de was te split up
into small crowdis and try to find some means of concealment,
Incidently, I might say that the Chinese Iin the ares were of the
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8. J. Will you tell the court what assistance was rendered |

your party by the "BEE" or other British navel vessels?

A, Yes. On the following afterncon and I degcifdad
we would go down to watch on the foreshore. We started dowrn
the railroad track and when we were, perhaps, about a mile
from the foreshore we noticed the masts of a British gunboat.
We immediately tried to get o the Foreshore as guigkly &8

p0351hle, but by the time we had gotten there she had already ><

passed down and had anchored or stoppea below the "MET sN*

which was beached on the other side of the river and perhaps

two miles downstream from the pontoon. We continued dovm the
foreshore as far as we could and kept waving and attempted to
signal the "BEE®", and finally sgot down te about, I would say we
prchably were a mlln down:, aifl we wera st1ll & mile Erom her,

so then we walited and she moved across the river, dropped a boatd
and picked us up. I told them that other peopls were in this
village, They immediately went up there, tisd up alongside &

pontoon just below where our ships were burnlLb, and they sent s

land ing party ashore with e end took everybody on boerd the
"DER"™ that same afterncon. They also were negotiating with the
Japanese, I balieve, to try to secure same assurance for
protection of the property that is left up there.

9. Q. Were there any Japanese troops in the vicinity at that
time?
X, Th Hhe vicinidy of whA&L?

¥
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A. No. ]

11. 3. Were you rendersd any assistance by the Japanese
soldiers?

A. Yes. They bandaged my heed and they wers ncet at all
unpleasant.

12. 4. 7as any assistance rendered you by Chinese civilians
or military?

A. There were no Chinase military in the area. The Chiness
givilians were scatvered and didn't like to have us around.

13 @ Hzve Fou @iy critieism #6 make of the econduct of =y
naval personnel during this bombardment?

A, MNone whatever. I have the highest admiratiom Tfor the way
in which everyone garrisd on Wlthdut skcepion -af Ths tige.,
when everybody else would have lost thelr heads,.

14, {4. ATe you able to establish the damage to fthe property
suffered by the Sccony Vacuum Company by the loss by bombing
o Deecamber l2th, 19377

A. Yes, sir. I have a list covering our estimated losses
whieh I feel is accurace within a very small possible difference
due ta the Tact that records of our Hanking offics were lost
on the "MEI PING" and stock quantities as shown on the attached
11T are based an the reqollegtlcng ‘of fhe ceaptaing of our sfiips
ard the instellation sUperirtepndent who iz respoamilile for
loading the ecargo. 4And also, ag I have stated praviomsly,
certain of our smaller units were lost. The "MEI AN"™ is badly
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damaged and it ig impossible for us to salvage her at the
present time., Ir the statement I am submitting, these units
heve been shown as total losses and in case salvage 1is later
possible revision of items covered may have o be made.

1%, 3, DHd rou complle this Xist yoursel(w

A, I didn't compile it myself, no, Bir. ‘I compiled it
with and in consultation with the captains of our ships and
other forsigners in charge of our Shanghal office.

16. Q. Te you affer tils Jocument 48 evidense of 116

contents?
A. I d-oa . E

17. Q. Will this claim be taken up separately through the
proper channels?
&, Yo&, S1r.

The list covering estimated losses suffered by the Socony
| Vacuum Company was submitted to the court and by the witness
offered in evidence merely to inform the court that this
document had been prepared.

There -beihg Mo chjsotion, it wes so received, £opy app=nded
marked Exhibis 10{1l) to 2O(7].

lione of the parties to the inguiry desired further to
examine this witness.

The.%gigg informed the witnegs that he was privileged to CPet
makKe any further statement covering anything relating to the
subject matter of the inguiry which he thought should be =
matter of record in commection therewith, which had not been
fully brought out by the previous questioning.

The witness made the following statement:

There were three attacks, the first one made at the "PANAY",
the second one directed against the "PANAYY", "MAT HS3IA™ and
"EWT AT, In the meantime we moved to a pontoon on the south
bank. The third ocne, to the best of my knowledge, was directed
against the "MEL HSTA" and "MEI PING". The beginning of tie
first bombs were drbpped from about four.or five hundred feet. %%M

I might say that as regards the 3tandard Vacuum 0il Company'sl
loss, that our records were destroyed on the ship., ¥We have a
very close idea of the amount of the cargo lost.

None of the parties to the inquiry desgired further to
examine this witness.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.




4 witness called by the judge advocate entered, was duly
sworn, and was informed of the subject matter of the inguiry.

Examined by the judge advocats;

l.g. state vour name, residence, and occupation.

i my present reszidentce in gshanghai,
occupation ftandaru 0il Company.

2.0. Were you present at the bombing of the PANAY and
convoy on December 1l2th?
d« Yasg, iz,

B5«0. I show Jou This writtesn stateément. IJTd that your
signature at the end of it?
A Tes, Zims

4.8+ Are the things thefein atated iruwe from Four own
| personal observations?
&+ Ted; BivTe :

|

|

)

i} The statement was submitted to the court, and by the Jjudge
;iadvocate offered in evidence.

There being no objection, it was so recelved, copy appended
uarked "mxhibit 11{1) to 11(z)*, @ﬂ

5.9. kr. 3 AF Bhere is-spythlng Twrther whighk wom
have not stated in that statement we would like to have you

Sheitne Lk
A. I think this statement is -uite well, guite well complete

0f what I saw, I donit believe that T have anythlng to add to it

the previous witness on the PRI PING?
.h.. qu, ulI‘- .

7.5. Have you any criticlsm to make of the conduct of any
ot the naval personnel who were in this incident?

A. I certeinly bhaven'd’, Ko, I have nothing but comuendation
for them. They certainly helped us out in every way, shape,
and uanner.

6,4. I? I wnderstand 1%, you were present with kr. }
5

one of the parties to the inguiry desired further to
exauine this witnes

L
The ggayé inforwed the witness that he was privileged to ”ﬁﬂ
make any further statement covering anything relating to the:
subject matter of the inquiry which he thought should be a
matier of record in connection therewith, which had not been

fully brought out by thke previous cuestioning.

The witness made the following statement:

I would say that the sailors who happened to be aboard the
WEI PING certainly deserve any possible commendstion that they
| could possible have. They were very, very helpful to ds in qw
every way.

The witness was duly warned anda withdrew.

5 witness called by the judge advocate entered, was duly

I

} sworﬂ, and was informed of the subject matter of the inquiry.
E

l
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| fire out and made first the ship fast with one sailor. The FirE

EE

Examiined by the judge advccate:

l.3. State your name, residence, and occupatiocn.
& ; Snanghai, care of Standerd 0il, engineer

Py ]

of the LEI PING.

2.« Were you present at the loss by bombing of the PANAY -
and comovoy om Peeembér 12, 19B67F
LAsr TeEl, @i,

5.5+ I show you this statement; who 1s it signed by?
fs Tt ig sigmed vy Hy=sli’, sir, .

4.3« ATe the things therein stated true of your\own
knowledge?

Avat W, S 5

The statement wae submitted to the court, and by the judsge
advocate offered in evidence.

There being no objection it was so received, copy appended
marked "Exhibit 12(1) and 1l2(2)".

5.0. Have you anything further which you wish tc state?
A, Yes, sir. .

6.9. Please state it.
A. I wish to state, when we returned to the ship we put the

was mostly nearly astern. I counts the Japaneqe soldiers that
were on the foreshore. I esctimated about 150. I couldnt't swear,

naybe more or less, approximately that what I think. Andthen 4@%

I hear machine gun wvut I don't know where it was coming from.
From the PANAY or airplsne, T dont't think that but I think thet
it was from patrol bcat. 1 see two Japanese patrol boat with
soldiers. 1 don't wother much avout machine gun, wvut what strucy
wme aud I feel very bad, 1 see Japanese soldiers lying on the
ground with rifles aimed at the P,NAaY. I can see the PANAY
motor boat moving toward the ship. WwWheu I saw this thing T
rushed myself ashore ancé went to the Japanese comunanding officer
and told them not to ghoot. He sald To me; saild, *Got gun, &gun.h
end T gesked hiw, "wWhat &un®" He saf, "Gup, - v =, 8, £ « ® = B,"
30 shortly afterward they rose up. They don't fire at gl @

thought that the Japanese soldiers wel'e ready to shoot the P@NAY

motor boat which might be coming to ocur rescue.

7.3. Have you any criticism to make of the conduct of any of
the waval personnel who came under your observation?
4. 0f the PANAY, you mean?

8.92. Of the PAKAY.
k. Tefy gped, Hedp us kof.

None of the parties to the inguiry desired further to
exat.ine this witness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject
matter of the inquiry which he thought should be & matter of
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully brought
out by the previous cuestioning.

The witness stated that he had nothing further to say.

The witness wss duly warned and withdrew.

f(\?
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- ', Chief Yeoman, U.3. Navy, entered as

reporter.

4 witness called by the judge advocate entezed, was dgly
sworn, end was informed of the subject matter ef the inguiry.

Examined by the judge advocate:

1.2, State your name, residence, and occupatien. -
iy | correspendent of the London Times,

address care of Peking Club, Peiping, China.

2.2. You are called as a witness before this court of
ingquiry, which is to investigate the bombing and less ef the
7.5.5, PaMAY, Were you on board at the timef?

L MEEs

3.%. Where were you-
&. I was sitting in the sick bay of the PANAY which had

been converted into a press room when the flrst bemb struck the
ship.,

-

4.%. Please tell the court what you know concerning the
hombing.

A. Ceptain , the dssistant Military attache, was
watching the planes through fleld glasses and called me out on
deck to confirm the markings and I distinetly saw with my naked
eve the familif® red symbols of Japenese planes as the plane .
soared away after bombing the FANAY, Due to repeated noise and
ithe concussion of explosions, it is impossible to detail the
ttacks whieh followed, but. it may be mentioned that only
-elatively small bombs were droppred. Ctherwlise the vessel must

T dived back into the sick bay &nd, in common with others there,
threw myself on the floor. 4Ancther terrific explosion shook the
compartment. A double tier of iron bunmks fell across me on the
floor but I was able to crawl cut unhurt. Broken woodwork,
window panes, pictures and other debrls littered the floor. Latsr
shen I returned to the sick bay before leaving the sinking ship,
I noticed that the steel walls were gashed with hundreds of rents
where the plates had been ripped like paper. This damage was
Frobahly done by subsecuent bombs hecause 1t 1ls hard to believe

2

hat anvone inslde the room even prone cn the floor could have .
scaped destruction. With the intention of greater safety be-
low, I dashed along the hoat deck towards the companionway. The
PAMNAY machine Buns, which went into actlion scon after the first
attack, were blazing away. 1 saw many machine guns and I hed a
vivid pleture of dmepricen szilors erimly firing =t the cncoming
blanes which soared lower over the ship as the vessel was
steadily disabled. Compelled to sesk refuge again, I dived into
the Chief Fetty Officers' mess which was full of people including
he Ttalian Journalist, Sandri, who was c¢rouching near the d
bposite door. Suddfgly Sandril exclaimed in Bnglish, "I hurt, I
ie”, and ne doubled up with psin. afterwards I heard.that
auir] bhad been it in Hbe Bl by two machine gun bullets.
Pescending to the mail. deck, I informed the gunboat's SUT Zeon
Poctor s 0f Dandri's wounds. While the rest.of the ship
was being wrecked and drenched with water from explosions in the
river, the engine room was still intact and here, amidst oil end
blood, several of us remained perforce while further bombs shook

AL Blg

have been sent to the bottom instantly. When the planes returned

khe gunboats. In my mind the Eal.V was sinking slowly by the star-

e




boa?d bow and the order was given at 2.05 p.m. to abandon BEhln.
I.dld uot hear the order, but I was told that the order was
given.

Examined ny the court:

5.Q. Do you know who gave the order?
ahye IR,

Bxanined by the judge advocate:

6.Q. Please continue with your testimony.

A. Being one of the uninjured, I was anong the last to leavel
Az a matter of fact I left in the last trip of the pushing pan.
We were heavily loaded, we took theamergency rations, swall
arms, flags, and medical supplies - the boat began to meke water
through & couple of bullet holes in the steru eaud I was compelled
to ball water out with a tin hat while stuffing my hankerehief

in the nearer hole. Captain ardd Lieutenant m— . WEeTe
both in the poat, Lieutenant Ao

" . While we were still a little diatance from the shore, the
motor failed and we were compelled to paddle to the vank. We

lended on & gesolate stretch of mud bank up which it was necess-
ary to haul the wounded in order to get them out of danger.

7.0. Please state as you cpsarved what Lieutenant
condition was after reasching the shore shortly after leaving

the ship.

A. Lisutenant WA S B ané we
were afraid he was dying. e was unable to speak and wrote on
a scrap of paper that Captain has been put in charge.

. B.Q3. After this, did you observe any more planes?
2 P gl G 1 :

9.3+ Please describe this.

A. Shortly afterwards I heard itwo Japanese plenes approach-
ing awd the whole party was told to take cover in the tall, thick
reeds which covered the swampy ground behind., Here we laid flat
in the nud while the planes clrcled overhead. Liost of us thought
they were coming down to machine gun the people on the ground.
Instead of this, however, they flew straight avross the river
and vombed the two Standard 01l ships beached on the other shore
which wurst into flames under & rein of heavy explosives dropped
from a few hundred feet. :

103. Were the bonbs dropped on these Standard Cil vessels
heavier than the ones drouvped on the PANAY.
Ae AS Ter as I ean jodge, yes.

ll. g. Please continue with your testimony,
A. sfterwards I heard a motor beoat moving alcong the river
and I saw it make towards the sinking PANAY.

12.q. whet kind of a motor boal?

A. The motor voat was of the same type as the Japanese
military landing boats which we had seen farther down river. I
saw the motor boat fire some half dozen shots at the PANAY after
which receiving no response, it went alongside. Several of us
watched from ashore and then saw figures which seemed to be
Japanese soldiers board the vessel where they stayed Tor a Tew
minutes. The visitors then withdrew and the motor boat depgrted.
Déring the whole of this incident the American flag was flying A@j
from the mainmast. There is no guestion, in my opinion, that
the motor poat must have seen the Tlag plainly before opening [

B g
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1ike to pay all tribute to the ocourese of the coemender of whom

TF e,

1%.2. Please cantinue with your testimony..

A. In my mind the PANAY was slowly gsettling down. At
exactly 3.54 p.m., about two and one quarter hours after the
Pipat bomb struck her, the gunboat turned on her side, I think
the starboard side, and went down with her colors flying.

14,3, Have you any comment to reke on the generel conduct
and beering of the PANAY personnel who came under vour obser-

vation? ; ) ) _
A, Nobody showed the least sign ¢ feer Or pamic. = weuwld

I saw a good deal and Lieutsnant _ . . beth of Whom were

wounded; the ship's medical officer, Dr. , Who

wordced without sleep or rest both afloat and ashore; Ceptain
who was calm and assured throughout; Mr. -

Pirgt Secretary of the U.S. Imbassy at Nanking, who set an

example which inspired ths whole party and lir. wy
Secretary of the U.S. Embassy at Henking, who pushed on to
Aohsien in-pplta of & - BG

from a bomb fragment, in order to apprise authoritiss of

our caning so that we should not be fired upon, and also to get
in touch, if possible by telegrapih or telephone, with the U.S.

Ambassador in Hankow to let him know we were in the town before
it might be attacked by the Japanese. 'fhe wounded bore their
suffering with great fortitude in the freezing night air, the
lack of medical facilities, and the nervous strain imposed by
visits of the Japanese planes. The kagistrate of Hohsien, Nr,

who is a grsduate of Syracuse University in HNew

York, and the Magistrate of Hanshan, ¥r. . 8supplied

coffee for all hands. Both of these offlcers displayed courtesy

efficiency and sympathy.

Examined by the court:
1.9, Did you observe sny breach of declpline of &any of

the ship's company of ths PR YT

He WO,

i

16.%. Did ths wonnding of she FilAY ofTicarE eause i ypas
opibion eonfuslon or doubt as %a the prepear nilitarr command of
the PiRaY crew?

4, T am not in a position fto zay because we were brought
acshore in two small boats, the only transportation asvailable,
with the result that we wers landed in sSeparate groups. TFor a
short time, some of ths men in my ownn group Seemed a little un-
certain about what might follow, but once 1t wag made clear that
Captain . - was in charge, this very slight hesitancy dis-
appeared.

17.4%. In other words, esvervy effort was made to assemble
everyone into one grow? '
2. Defiftlbeldy, Tes.

18.4s vhet assistance wae glivren your party by tiie British
men of war? '

A. ithin my own knowledge, the first time I came into
contact with the British Navy was when Admiral telephoned
from Hohsien %o Hanshan and spoke to me after talking to Er.

and explained the rescue operations, which were
for the HMS BEE, HMS LADYBIRD, and the U.5.3. 0AHU to wailt off
Hohsien until we arrived back from Hanshan, Jie arrived 1inp
Hohsien Jjust before 10 p.m., and were welcomed by Rear Admiral
. whe had brought provisions ashore. ‘e were then sent to the
mouth of the creek where we were taken aboard a British Favy pin-o
nace and we were placed on the sumboats., Rear Admiral
rescue operations were completed &t 1.00 a.m., on 15 December. Uron

A TE
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. deliberate systematic attempt to destroy the gun boat and all

arrival on board, I made a brief report to my Naval (British)
suthorities apout our own eixperiences.

19.3. Were there any Chinese craft in the vicinity of the
anchorage at the commencenent of the bombing?
2. I did 1ot gee euy &t eil. gui I should be supriséd if

there were any there. The PAKAY was anchored in a broad desert

ed stretch of the Yengtze with the thres standard 01l boats
anchored not wvery distant.

Examined vy the judge advocate:

20.Q+. I think you stated that the Japanese, subsequent to
abandoning ship of the PANAY, epproeached in a miiitary landing
boat and fired about six shots at the PANAY, Were these machine
gun shote?

A. I should say so from the sound.

None of the parties to the ingquiry desired further to examine
this witness.

The court informed the witness that he was privileged toc make
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject
matter of the inquiry which he thought should be a matter of
record in connection therewith, which had not been fully brought
out by the previous gjuestioning.

The witness made the following statement:

I wight add that the weather wasz clear, sunny and still, with
extremely good visibility. When the Japanese planes appeared
flying high, there was no thought of dauger iIn anybody's ming,
but the attack once vegun left ne doubt about the purpose - a

on voard, since the whole wmethod of attack in my opinion makes
it perfectly clear that the object was to destroy the PANAY firs
and then deal with sStandard 0il vessels at leisure, which in
fact is ewxactly what happened.

None of the parties to the inquiry desired further toc examine

o

this witness.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

The goUrt, thei at 11.40 8@, toek 5 regese THTIL I P.W.,
at which time it reconvened.

Preseant; All the members, fThe judge sdvecate, and his
counsel.

&L
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T A witness ealled by the judge advocate entered, was duly sworn

arrival, the BEE, OAHU, and HUDSU got underway that aftermocon
| s

“lthe party would arrive at the ships about 2200 or shortly there-

chief yveomasn, -U.S. Navy, entered amd rsported

‘as reporter.
No witnesses not othearwise connected with the ingquiry were nrd

.f—
“*The court was cleared, The court was opened. fiP

|
1

and wae informed of the subject matter of the inquiry.
Examined by the Jjudge advocate:

l., Q. State your neme, remk, and present station.
A, -y Lieutenent commander, U.S. Navy, com-
manding U.S.3. OAHU, '

2. Q. Did you pieck up some of the survivors of the PANAY on

December 15th, 19373
A. I aid.

3. §. Will you tell the court sbout this?

A, Acting under orders of the Commander, Yeangtze Patrol,
I left Kiukiang on Monday, 13 December, 1937; steamed at top
speed, but stopped in order not to enter Wuhu before daylight. ,
T weited at Wuhu for the signal of "all clear"” from H. M. S. *
LADY BIRD, them went slongside the LADY BIRD and got what in-
formstion she had. We shoved off about three guarters of an
hour later and steamed to the secene of the PANAY sinking. We
arrived there about 10 o'elock that morning, found the H.M.S.
BEER and two or three Japanese ships there, I went to the BEE,
saw Flag Captalin , and ascertained what arrangements
were being made and what they wished the OAHU to do. After

end moved up to the entrance of Hohsien channel, asnchored there,
and made all preparations to obtain the survivors and care for
them on board. Admiral . R.N., was, in general, in charge
of operations. We sent In American, British, and Jepanese
boats to the landing place. This was sbout 1635, The rescue
party was equipped with stretchers, food, water, flashlights,
and any other gear that seemed appropriate. The landing place
was approximately two and one half miles from the anchorage of
Hohsien channel, We waited then, eand got no further word till
sbout 2200 when the BEE signalied that she had received word
from the party through a portable radio set they had faken thet

EfL6T. The survivors, however, actually did not arrive until
1:30 the next morning, the 15%th. The stretcher cases and
wounded were sent immediately to the OAHU, the others were
sent to the BEE where they were mustered and checked off and
held thsere for the time being. Shortly before the arrivel of

o
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i stretcher cases would be sent to the 0AHTU and that they were

Iboard and immediately started to take care of them.

the sarvivors the BEE sent me a signal to the affect that the

sending some Jepanese doctors to me. A-few minutes later two
Japanese naval surgeons, accompanied by a Japanese hospital
corpsman, arrived on board and said they had been sent to assist
in every possible way. I told them that I thought we could
handle the matter all right amd thanked them and suggested that,
inasmuch as we could take care of things, their serviees would
not be required. - However, they were Very insistent in the
proffer of their services, amd rather than cause unpleasantness,
T let them stay and sent them to the sick bay to awalt the
arrival of the wounded. When the wounded had been brought on
board and our own surgeon had started to check end examine all
of them to ascertain their injuries and start treatment, the
two Japanese SUrgeoIs stayed with him, ostensibly %o assist,

but actually they were taking notes of imjuries and condition
of the men. This was especially true of one of them. 4
don't know just at what time they left the ship.s The survivers
as I said before, started tO arrive at 1:30 in various boats.
They were in wretched condition; dirty, cold, and suffering
severely from exhaustion and shoek. The wounded were carried
on rudely eonstructed stretchers padded with straw and life
jackets, and protected as best possible by coats, blankebs

and guilts. The others were clad in 1life jackets, remnants
of elothing, blankets, odds and ends. We brought them on

4, Q, What assistance did the Japanese give you in making

arrangement s for youT coming down river?
A. Most of the actual coordinating arrangements were

made by the flag lieutenant on the BEE, He acted as liaison
officer between the Japanese, the British and the OAHU. There
was no untoward incident that oceurred from the time we left
Hohsien channel until we arrived in Shanghel. While we wers
still in Hohsien the Japanese offered to take any seriocusly
wounded te Shanghal in a large flying boat which was there,
but they stated thal the seaplsne had %o leave at 1500 that
day and, inasmueh

several hours away, Ve could not take
various Japanese of ficers ana representatives who hed visited

the OAHU during the first day offered to be of assistence 1n .

any way, but outside of the fact that some of their boats were
utilized in transporting the sarvivors back to the ships, I

do not believe any other assistence was asked., They offered

to teke care of two bodies that were on the MEI AN, presumably

'l =
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as the arrival of +the =urvivors was still }
adventage of it. The |




the body eof Captain Carlson and that of his Chinese gquarter-
master. They actually 4id that. One officer came over iIo

me that evening and reported that they had sent a gurgecon over

to the NMEI AN and presumably had injected some embalming fluid
into the body and were then constructing twe caskets. Then,
shortly before we departed the next day, they sent the two
hodies over from the KASESAGE in two boats and placed them on
the QAHU. In the mesnwhile we had obtained the bhodies of
Ensminger and Mr. Sandri from the beaech and placed them also
on the CAHU. We started down river asbout 1400 with the
KASESAGE leading, the 0AHU next, the LADY BIRD next, and the
KATBRI astern. We had placed two of the signalmen an the
KASESAGE and the British had placed one of theirs aen the
KATORI in order to have rapid communication between units.

We anchored that evening just above Nanking, We got underway
the next morning the 16th and proceeded down river without any
incident; we then anchored just above Kaiyuasn. The next
morning we got underway early down river and started through
the Kaiyuan barrier with a Japanese gunboat acting as guide
for the whole convoy. Shortly before we got underway we

took on the PANAY's survivors who, up to that time had been

in the LADY BIRD, in order to facilitete matters at the
Shanghal end; the eivilians remained i1n the LADY BIRD. There
was no special incident until we asrrived at Woosung where the
GABU picked up the pilot and started up river, then picked

up offieers from the AUGUSTA and arrived alongside the AUGUSTA
where we started to disembark the survivors.

5. Q. Did you make any list of the survivors of the PANAY

bombing?
B, Yes, six, L @&id, Here it is.

6, §. Is this correct to the best of your knowledge and

belief?
A. To the best of my knowledge and bhellef it is correet.

The 1ist of the U.S.S. EBANAY survivors was submitted to
the court and by the judge advocate offered in evidence as
an extract from the official files of the QAHU. There being
no objection it was so received and marked Exhibit 13.

#




| gather that he considered himself to be in commsnd?

7. Q. Captein, can you fix the location of the PANAY when

she was =unk?
A. During the day on the l4th I consulted Ceptain . ;

of Standard 0il to see if he could give us any ides E
of the probable locstion of the sunken ship. He thought he
conld and with the aid of the chart he was able to point out
a spot of which hs wes fairly certain. Then Lieutensnt )
executive officer of the 0AHU, and Cgptein went in a
boat to the spot and took soundlngs gll around in the vielnity.
They were not able tc detect any sigun of a vessel being sunk
there from difference in soundings, or other indieations, except
a peculisr swirling and an unusual condition of the current
almost exsactly where Csptain ° had said he thought the

PANAY was sunk.

8. Q. Csptain, I show you Exhibit g(l) whiceh is Chart
CHI-TOW-SHAN to HUANG-CHOW-HSIN~TAN, sheet Number 2. Will
you designate on this chart the probable position of the
sunken PANAY?

A,
The witness indicated the position on the chart, whiech

position is plotted in on Exhibit &8(1).

9, Q. Plesse give the court your opinion as to the praetie-
ability of salvaging the PANAY,

A. I heve hsd no direct experience myself with salwvage
work in the Ysngtze River; Dbut I have been given to understaend,
end it seems to be the general opinion, thet any ship which
sinks in the Lower River, which has a very muddy bottom,
settles rgpidly in the mud and silts over quite rgpidliy.
Whether such would be the casse 2t this time of the yeasr, and
in thet perticular locslity, I sm unable to state.

Bxamined by the court:

10. Q. On the arrival of the PANAY survivoers om board the
OAHU, what report was made to you on the return of the PANAY's
ship's company to the U.S. Navy, and by whom?

A. There was no formasl report mede.

11. Q. Whom did you consider to be in commend of the sur-

| vivors?
A. Lieutenant Commender ) ‘.
12. Q. Was Lieutensnt Commander consciocus and appar- _
ently in possession of his faculties, and if so, did you %ﬁ#

A. He wasg conseious and in full possession of his fae-
ulties and sppesred to consider himself still in commsnd,
slthough the fact that he was absclutely physically helpless
made it impreacticable for him actuslly to exercise full con-

trol of the situstion.

Acc b




thelir stay on the O0AHU.

| examine this witness.

13. 9. You definitely assumed and had every reason tc believe
that Lieutenant Commander ~ was in command of the party on
its return to the OAHU? '

B o0 8 B .

l4. §. What egquipment of the PANAY was salvaged by you?
A. At Hohsien the British turned owver to me the PANAY's
outboard motor sampan and the motor. On the way down we stopped
and tcok the PANAY's mcotor sampan from H:M.3, CRICEET whiech had
found 1t drifting on the river somewheres affer the jnsmident.
We now have those two boats on board.

15 @. Do #ither o7 the Dodfs show evidemee -of havisg been hip
by bullets?

A. O the mofer sowpen T conld find ne fsdiceation, hur aa
the small sampan there are two holes on the after part through
the side, one 0L &fch plde, whipgh give every lhdication. of
having been made by bullets.

16, Q. Captain, do you have any critieism to make of anv of
the offieers or erew of the PANSY in comnneetioh with Your oper-
ations?

A. None whatever. On the contrary, I was greatly lmpressed
by the remarkable fortitude and spirit shown by the entire
company when they were brought alongside the O0AHU and during

Neither the judge advocate, nor the court desired further to

The court informed the witness that he was privileged to make
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject
matter of the inquiry which he thought should be a matter of
record in connection therewith, whieh had noet bPeen fully brought
out by the previocus guestioning.

The witness sfated that he had nothipg further to say.
* The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

The court anncunced that it would take a view of the PANAY 's
motor sampan and outboard sampan on board the U.S.8. OAHU.

The couri, accompanied by the judge advocate, proeceeded to E
the U.5.5. OAHU and examined the two boats.

Photographs of the two boats and bullet holes are appended ;
marked "Exhibit 14(1) to 14(10)".

14(1) Photograph of PANAY's motor pan; 14(2) Photograph of
builiet bals #1 ig pulitng pawm; 12{3) Photogreph &f pulling pah
[also called "outboard pan"). A4lso "index cheart™; l4(4} Bullet
hele #1; 14{5) and 14(6) Bullet hole #2; 14(7) Bullet hole #3;
14({8) Bullet hole #4; 14(9) Bullet hole #5 and 14(10) Bullet
hole #5.
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place of meeting.

A witness called by the judge advocate entered, was duly
sworn, end was informed of the subject matter of the inguiry.

Examined by the judge advocate:

1. Q. State your name, rank, and present station.
A, , lieutenant senior grade, mediecal
corps, U.s5. navy, medical orricer¥ of the U.S5.5. PANAY, now

serving on board U.S.S. AUGUSTA.

2, Q. How long were you medical officer of the UT.3.S. PANAY?

1937, that's a little under five months.

%. . Were you on board the U.S5.S. PANAY at the time of the

bombing?
&, I was.

4, Q. Give the court an sccount of what happened, within
your personal observation.

A, The U.S.3. PANAY had convoyed several Standard Vacuum
0il Company boats up river, to esgape the danger of fLield
artillery fire, and all were anchored at about mileage 28
above Nanking, end on the right of the stream in the forenoon
of Sunday, 12 December, 1937. At approximately 1330 I was
top side in the cross passage sbaft the radio room when ehief
quartermaster Lang .shouted, "Planes sighted”. I Iooked over-
head on the port side and saw three heavy bombers in formation,
and flying high over the ship. Just then chilef guartermaster
Lang shouted, "They are letting go bombs, get under eover™.

I flattened myself against the after bulkhead of the radio

room just as there were & series of terrific eoncussions which
rocked and shook the ship from stem to stern. I was deluged
with water and falling debris from owerhesd, and started for
the ladder on the starboard side to get below, whem a second
bombing occurred. Following this, as 1 started for the ladder,

below and Into the galley. Almost immediately I heard s

plane diving, and in company with six or elght men took cover
in the officers' head and cross passageway beneath the radio
room. When the bombing ceased for a minute I guickly made my
way aft along the starboard side main deck in response to a

ery of, "Doetor, wounded men here". Our men had dragged
several wounded men onto the gratings over the enginerocom, and
during the remainder of the bombing I remalned here and render-
ed such first ald treatment as was possible. Cur men had

AcC &

Upon completion of the view the court returned to its regulan

A. I reported aboard the U.S.8. PANAY on the 25th of July,|

(

Qig.

I saw chief quartermaster Lang supportling Ceptain _ and bring-
ing him toward the starboard ladder from the bridege. He
ghouted., "Captaln is injured®.- Captain - had B

We got him
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manced the maehine guns before this, and we could tell when to
expect bombs by the volley of machine guns 1n response to the
dives. The planes having unloaded, there was & lull;, and it
went topside tc the sick bay which I found practically de-
molished, with drawers, broken bottiles, ete., strewed every-
where. I grabbed all my health records; and, with one of
our men, placed them, together with all the medical dressings,
battle dressings, antiseptiecs, etc., that we could eonfiscate,
into a pillow case. Upon reaching the main deck I found
Captain ;. supported by one of the men giving orders to
abandon ship. The steel deck was buekled, distorted, and
only about an ineh or so above the water level. The motor
and pulling pans were guickly filled with wounded and enough
anhurt for bearers, and shoved off for the far bank, or left
bank, of the river. I did not see how many trips were made,
but it was probably during the second that I heard a plane at
low altitude and the rattle of machine gum fire. Someone
shouted, "They are machine gunning the boats™. We zalvaged
supplies, emergency rations, etc., and made the last trip to
the beach. We landed and 1 found that cur men and wounded
were scattered back among a ten foot growth of reeds im a
swamp of mud about six inches deep. Shortly thereafiter we
heard, and saw, %™Wo Japanese patrol boats spproaseching the
PANAY, which they sasprayed with machine gun fire, walted a
minute, and about twenty men boarded her and remained for

a short time. The men and boats departed up stream, turned
and seemed to be coming toward us. Our thouwght was that

! they were coming to hunt us out like rats. They chahged
direction, however, to our relief, and proweeded toward the Qﬁ%

right bank. When the patrol boats were some little distance
up stream, I distinetly heard two dull explosiens whieh seemed
to ecome from the PANAY, My thought was that the Japanese

had planted mines to hasten the sinking. The ship settled
by the bow some, but remeined afloat for some time after.
Several planes were sighted erossing the river at a mederate
altitude. We scattered as best we could, snd erouched guietly,
fully expeciing to be strafed when the planes wheeled and g

seemed to be diving toward us, They, however, proceeded back
across river where they were seen to dive bomb repeatedly two
Standard Vacuum tankers which were side by side on the right
bank of the river. Soon there was smoke and flames belehing
from cne or both af the ships. Scattered small groups pene-
trated deeper into the swampy ground, through water knee deep
in places, in search for nigher ground which was found. 1
remained near the shore but further down stresm with my three

most eritically injured men. We were 1n proeess of trans-
porting the wounded to this déry vicinity when our mess attend-

ant first olass, , returned to state that he hed located a
farm house about a mile up stream where we could get our
wounded under cover, We all returned to the shore where we

located one of Standard Vacuum 0il Company's moter boats and

. !
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. embap, L193Y. Mr. . and Captain S A. went

the PANAY's motor pan. We finally managed to econcentrate and
load all our wounded aboard; eand, by meaens of a long rope,
tracked the two up stream for sabout a mile. Here we unloaded,
set the boats adrift, g0t our wounded under cover; and, after
hours of arguing, we finally got the natives, alided by cur own
uninjured, to carry ocur wounded to Ho Chow, & village about
five miles distant and inleand, where there was a small haspi-
tal. T left with the last two wounded men and resched Ho Chow
at some time around 0400 December 13th. There were no modern
accomodations at all, the men being plaeced in beds In a stone
building with dirt flocrs and na heat. One of the more
critically wounded expired at ahout 0330. Four times during
the day of 13 December, 1937, Japanese planes flew cver Ho
Chow, power dived, tipped wings and appeared to be searching
for us. We all maneged to get under cover and remained hidden
during these times. Arrangements were made by Mr. Atcheson

to move up a4 canal that night, vie junks, to Han Shan, & villagd
about twenty miles inlend. Mr. . had gone ahead the
night before, 12 December, tc make reports and arrange for
transportaticn to Hankow. We left Ho Chow after dark, 13
Deg¢ember, 1937, boarded junks, and affer & might of cold, damp
exposure, reached the end of the cenal at about 0720, 14 Des-

shead into the village to make arrangements. We finally
reached Han Shan where we were billeted 1n rooms and the court
yard of a school. Two alr alarms sounded while here, we took
cover, but no planes were sighted, Several Chinese doctors
offered their services and were very helpful in redressing

and caring for our wounded. Hr. returned and in-
formed us of the plan for evacuating all tc Shanghai wvia the
U.5.5. CAHU and H.M.S. LADY BIRD under guaranteed convoy pro-
tection of the Japanese navy. These ships with the H.i.S.
BEE, with Admiral aboard, were standing off Ho Kuo -

our first hut on the shore - awalting us. After cur first resl
meal and a rest we started back to our junks, went down the
canal, and were met at Ho Chow by Admirel and offlcers

and men of all three ships. The wounded men were cgrried to
Ho Kuc, placed eboard bodts and transferred to the U.3.S8.

GAHU. I arrived aboard about 0115, 1% Degember, 1937. L
wish to add that the Navy can well be proud of the manly way

in whieh her officers and crew c¢arried on. Captain .

despite his R from the
proximity of the first bomb exp1051on, remained on his feet
with the support of one of the crew, and directed the abandon
ship operations. And during ocur trips inleand, although I

made him stay in a stokes stretcher, he retained command. From
none of the crew, even the most critically wounded, was there

a whimper or word of complaint. Several of the men even
dressed their own wounds as best they could rather than bother
the doctor because he was busy. A1l wvoluntarily offered to
assist in any way 1n caring for the sick, and their assistance

ACC B,




iw&s most welcome, 8 suffered from exposure. Lieutenant

, with B¢
being unable to speak, gave his commands by writing them in

pencil on the bulkheads.

5. 4. #ho was 1n charge of your party

.

&. Captain o .

6. 3. t/as he also in charge ashore®?
4, He was also in charge ashore, yes, sir.

7. . How were his commands glven?
A, By word of mouth.

8. Q. Explain how Captaln exercised his authority.
A. In delegating or giving duties to the various other
officers that were arcund there and in consultaetion with the

Consulate men. He, Mr. . and Mr. consulted i
together and decided to start inland to Hankow for feer of the }
Japanese along the river bank. Capteln t, the Naval
Attache’ to the Embassy, was & Chinese language student and

I Mr. and r. , alsc of the Americen Embassy, /%
also spcke Chinese. Their knowledge of Chinese was of gresat
value 1n assisting us in meking arrangements for our progress

inland.

|
9. w. 0id Ceptain » -8t eny time, relinmghDigh ecmmand !
of the party? J

e
A. Bhe had a large flag painted on canvas on what we

called the forward palm garden end a Tlag of like size painted
on canvas on the after palm garden - horizontal flags, To be
viewed from the air. She also had a flag at the masthead.

A. Not tc my knowledge.
10, 2. What were the identification marks on the PANAY? «#

; 11. %. How many American flags were displayed?
A, At least three on our ship - on the PaANAY.

12. 3. Was the PANAY at anchor or underwsy at the time of

the attaek?
A, The PAWAY was anchored at the time of the attack.

X .
A. From my personal knowledge, I do ndt know.

14. 2. Do you know how many bombs bit the ship?

A, At least three direct bits, the others landed so
close abeam that they seemed to blow holes on the side. 1T

|
|
[
i
|
13. 4. Where did the first bomb hit the PANAY? }
|
5
estimated that there were at least nine different explosions. !
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15. 3. Did you see any of the attacking planes?
A, I saw only the three bombers overhead.

16. 4. What is the present condition of Captain {
A, Captain 1s at present feeling fairly recovered,

' but is. (@3B a /

17. §. ¥het - is the nature of his‘injury?
A. Bt

18. 3, In your opinion, is he physically able to appear be-
fore this court at this time?

A. In my opinion he is not physically capable of appear-

ing .im perdon. befere the courd due fo Thée maters of his in Jury.

19. . In your opinion, would his present condition permit
him to compilile an official report of logs of the U.S5.5. PANAY?
A. I do not believe that his present eccndition would
permit of him making a statement as to the loss of e T8-S,
PANAY at the present time.

20. Q. What was the nature of the wounds which the PANAY
personnel sustained?

A, The wounds of the personnel that oceurred aboard ship,
as neer as 1 can tell from examining them, were mede by frag-
ments of bombs, although it is practically impcssible to tell
from the appearance of their wounds exactly the nature of the
missiles that ocaused them. There is one man aboard this ship

' now who was wounded on the way to the beach in the motor pan

and presumably by machine gun fire. That was the only thing
that could have caused it; this was on the way to the beach.

Examined by the court:

2l. Q. Were you present when the wounded were heing loaded
intc the boats to go ashore?
A, I personally supervised the loading.

28. 4. Were the wounded taken care of before the remeinder
cf the crew in abandoning ship?
A, Absolutely. All the wounded were transported
aghor