(

0., As T understand it, Commander, the degree of dismemberment and

conditiens of the remains are the faets which cause you to arrive at this
eenelusion. Is that correet?
A, That is eorrect.

The witress was duly warned and withdrew,

Iieutenant Maurice H; Bepnett, Umited States Navy was recalled as a witness,
reminded thaf he was still under oath. S

DIRECT EXAMINATION
Auestions by Counsel for the Court:
Q. Do you think anyone could have survived after tﬁe tdrpeda struek the
compartment? |
A. There ié ne possibility of any of the people being alive after the
teorpedo hit, This e@nelﬁsian was réaehed, or is based on the degree“af
dismemberment and econditiens of the remains upen recovery,
President: Thank you very mueh Lieutenant Bennett,

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

Material Seebien

Ceommander PLIATZEK was recalled as a witness, reminded tkat he was still
under oath and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION
President: You, in your teehnieal.gapaeity, are knowledgeable en
installatien and aequisitien costs of the teehnieal equipment.in EIQEBTY
at the time of the attack, which mow will require replacement, and for
rehabilitation of remaining equipment where possible, Would yoeu be‘kimd
eneough te aaaress yourself to this area and give the Court of Inguiry your
best estimate at this time ef how ieng it weuld take to reaeqﬁire EIBEﬁTY's
technieal capabllity through the aecquisition ef lang:iead time preocurements,

new purchases, and rehabilitatien of eld equipment, in terms of time and.

dellar eest, if you please?

A, The eguipment abeard the LIBERTY is relief equipment as mueh as it is

regeareh equipment. The length of time it would take to aequire this

equipment would be approximately one year, The eost of this equipment, in

my opinien, would be approximately six to eight millien dellars. This
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does not inelude the installation costs of this equipment. This is
strictly preeurement dollers,

President: Thank you Cemmander PLATZFK, Does any other member of the

his partieular technica.l competence?

United States?
A. The repairing of this equipment will have te be domne in the United
Stafbés. I don't believe anyone else has the technical eé.pahili.‘lsy.

G. W.h&t would be your estimate of campletion date of repairs needed?

by actually taking equilment and tes’cing, hut I presume with all of the

sheeks thet this equipment has‘take;;, that it would have to be eeanpletely

PR Cn ﬁre,eu-réd new, Hew | -
DIRECT EXAMINATTON |

ikmiens W DORAEIL Ser Tie Gourt: Captain Russell L. ARTHUR, toock the

UCMT and examined as follews. |

. G 'Gapta.-a‘."n-;, would you be kind enough to state yeur name, rank, and duty
station, and the reasen vwhy your techandeal cempetence fimds itself here on
this scene at this time?

A, Captain Russell L. ARTHUR, 415894, my permanent duty station is Fleet

I have been erdered E\ere in

Material @f:rieei', Service Poree, GOMSIXTEFL :
conneetion with the repa.-iré to LIBERTY él.ﬁf'i”}‘aa've'been degigaé.ﬁe& as Paskl
Group. 100,.2. — . | ‘

Gounsel for the Cowrt: Captainm, Based upen your preliminary estimate of
tnternal demage resulting frem the attack

beth the tepside structural.snd
on 8 June, what is your ésﬂ;:ima—*be in tems of time and dellar cost for the
ce_:mpléte restoration of LIBERTY into i the conditien she enjoyed prier te
the attack in guestion? -

A. Adm:.ra.l, inelﬁding ripeut restoration ‘e-f all strucbure, foun_digﬁ;ions,

eabling, and on the assumption tﬁat the equipment that is necessary te

Court have @estians at this time to which Commander FLATZEK might address

Coullsel fer the €ourt: Will the repairing of this equipment be dene in the

A, This I couldn't say until such time as I fmmd out the extent of damage

stand as a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights under Article i,




install is pierside at the time we require it durimg ‘the peried af the recon-
struetion pregram, I would estimate tﬁat'we.cauld restoe everything to the
cendition existing prier to the atbeck im appraximately four menths for a
eost of about two Hdllion dellars. This ineludes everything except the

cost of the eguipment, inmstallatdion, eﬁgek@ut, testing, and resteratien of
all of the habitability Ffeatures that were existing.

President: Capbain, as a professienai shipbuilder, would you Ee kind

enough to explain in simple«terﬁs for the Court of Inguiry how Cemmanddz:
PRATZEK's estimate of one year for lenmg-lead and procurcment relates to

yeur statement just-made of four months for accemplishment of the repairs.

Heow, in the shipbuilding business is this time separatien or apparent

- dlsparity accemmedatgd?

A. Generally, on new construction ships, of course, this 8 .plamed 26
that the.equipment is deckside in agcordance with the erection schedule.
In this case, the ship would be immebilized and unable to carry out its
missien until the equigmeits were actually provided, ard the estimate that
I gave was based strietly em the strgetural and the reinstallation of
existing items befere. But the eonly way ve could accecmmodate this is to

delay the ship which would add to the cost ef the re@airs.

Q. Let.me see if I understand this new, in simple terms, your estimate ef‘

feuf months presuppeses. availability before you start, of everything that
is goihg to be in the ship at the time you finish? |

A, Yes sir.

Presidert: Do the other members of the Court have any gquestiens?

Counsel for‘thé Court: Your figure did not imelude cost of equipment?

&, Ne sir, n@trat all,

Q. For pecerd purposes, the cost to repair the damage to the ship itself w@
would be the figure yeu stated?

A. Yes sir, appreximately two millien dellars.

@, In four mouths?

&, Yes sir.

Captain ATKINSGN: And this includes éll'equipment plus hull repair

exclusive of research egquipment, is that ecerrect?
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A. Yes sir. .
President: Now for the summary which I feel might be apprepriate at this
time,__ as I understand it, CGaptain, we Tmuld. preperly add yowr twe million

to Commander FLATZEK's six toleight million and ceme up with a high figure

of ten million dollars and.ene year less of the capability of this ship?
A, Yes sir, that's eemecfb, Admiral. | |
Q. That's the way you de this, is that cerrect?

A. Yes sir. '

Counsel for the Court: ©One last question, Capthin, At the last meeting
of the Gﬁ‘m# not knowing you would be a wiﬁness befere this Sourt, I had
a statement receilved from you emtered in the record, im which you indiecate
that it weuld be two or three weeks time to make the necessary shell
repairs in erder for this ves»sél to preoceed baek te the United States.
Wnat is your estimate of the cost of temporary repairs being made lm this
shipyard? | ' 7 ' -

A, Abéut Tifby to sixty théusa.-nd dollars, and I have feceziwed no estimates
from the yard. This is a rough estimate based upon the knowledge of how
much general costs are in this area, |
President: So that three week period and sixty thousand dellars would be
additive to your twe million and six menth figure, Is that cerveet?

A, Two million and four menths, ﬁes- sir, that is correct.

President: An:y further gquestions?

Presideat: Thank you very mmeh, Captain,. Befaré you leawa:re;_ #@ula you be
kind en@ughfﬁe econfirm my uaderstanding that you and G‘e;- PLATZEX.
are having phetographs taken,'mnde.r your peréeml‘ supervisiom, of the
internal torpede claina.gé and the externa.l huJJ. dmnage 5 significant pa.—rts

thereol ,' fer inelusion in the record which we will intreduce wpemn processing

of the film? | ;
A. Yes sirv, .th(a,t's;'ben'z-ngf é.rred now, Admiral,
President: Thank y;spr yery very much, Ceptain. We certainly appreciate
your time. {‘The ‘w{-'é:‘ales-s was duly wefned aad mthdyew) -

Let the record ghow at this peint that for coimpleteness, this Eourt of
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Inguizy does mot consider itself campetent ot this time, with witmess

é,vailabl_e, to address ‘itself te such hidden cesb as salaries ef peré-ennel,
gratuities_to'ﬁhese lest, loss of serviece of personreljiinjured, hospitaliza-
tien.eésts, loss ef.use-ef ‘the veséel, aad gﬂmilar e@éﬁ vhieh are inéalcuable
based upon available infermatien, but which should and must be ineiu@ed

if there is an effdwt made to arrive at a totnl dollar value loss of this

partieular atback agaimst the United States Navy.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION

The witmess toek the stamd, was duly swerm, and advised of his rights

under Artiele 31, Vaiform Code of Military Justice, aad examined as

follows:

Counsel for the Court: Please state your full aame, réte, snd present

duty station.
k. Joseph Paul Carpemter, T9% 8k 55, €72, WSS LIBERTY.

4. Youﬁhave been ealled before this Court of Inguiry to give informatien
which yeu may possess coneerning an incident which eccurred en 8 Jume 1967,

namely the attack on WSS LIBERTY. I now turn over guestioning. te the

Assistant Geounsel fer the Gourt.

Q. - CARPENTER, I understand that the ship maintains, other than distress

fregueneies, ﬁhaﬁ basiéally commanications topside here consists of the

I*m curieus, if yen

r CTNCYSNAVEUR hieom net, unelassified veiee hiecem net.
ean tell me what breadeast you were copying upen iachep to the Med, and
then whether exr noet you shifted te any ﬁreadeast there, and what breadcast
you shifted to? |
A. When we came inte the Med, we were ceﬁyiﬁg XR broadcasts and ER broead-
casts, and then, I ean't remember the exaet day but I think it was
approximately 4 June, we shifted to JR breadcasts.

'@, Tt"s significant when you shifted to JR, and I°d like yeu te try and

research a little bit and come up with a specific time of shift. Neow,

after you switehed te JR, do you recall any difieulty in copying the

Asmara fleet broadeasts?

A. Sir, every time I was en wateh, the JR broadecast was up five by, we

had ne missing numbers,

be sure, and if you®re net sure, then I think we m@y have te try and i
!
[
!
|
Q. Now, yeu say every time you were on watch, do you remember what '
' !

!

time frame we're talking abeut commencing with OTOO0LZ June?

A,
night and then I had the day watch whieh started at 0630 in the morming:

On 7 June, I had the evening watch, that was from 1660 te 2330 that

Q. Now when you came on the wateh at 071600 leesl time, were you missing

any numbers sinee shift time dcecording te your records?




WP‘ SECET |

' A. Well sir, to my knowledge, we had ne mssz_ng numbers at that time.
§. Could yeu tell me What your proeedures are when you are missing

numbers?
A. When we're missing a number, the first,thing we do, we have a missing
number sheet, we mark it dewn em that sheet. And it stays em there mntil

it comes bagk again, amnd them we will erass‘it'éff, we will mark how ik

came back, whether we serviced it or whether it was & rerun, but on JR

br@adcast they have so mamy reruns that evérything came baeck. We never had

to serviee i%.

Q. What would yau‘estiméte on &n averege, was the peried of time that you
are actually missing a number until it was rerun Witbaut & rerur reguest?
A. Is this en a JR broadcast? | |
8. JR.

A. Om the JR breadcast we'd usually weit about a day and a half because

they rervm so much, We found out that en that breadecast they'd rerun as

many as twe te three times each day.
Q. I den’t undersxand what you mean by a day and a half. Do yeun wait a
day and a half, then if'you didza."t'get a rerun yeu would reguest it?

A. Yes sir, because they wouwld rerun three times. We figure if we®re

geing_ta‘miss it three times, we better serviece it then.

President: Let me ask a layman's guestion here. Deoes this mean that the

JR, and I'm really addréssing this questieon to Commander FEINGERSCH, in

his technical communieations competence, dees this mean that the load eof

Asmara would be se low as far as units are sexwved that they ceuld afferd
the luxuyy ef rerunning & whele schedule three times, is that what he®s

saying?

A. Yes sir, Admiral. Asmara omly has a handful of subseribers and they

ean run up te a thousand messages a day and they're prebably'ﬁunning in the

neighberhiced ef twe or three rermms.

President; At this peint let the reeord show that the accemmedatien ef
communiecation traffic in LEBERTY was Ehysically arranged where the torpede
Elt has eliminated. records to which the presenu witness and the fellewing

l witnesses on the matter of eommmalcations, might leglcally be expected te
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refer to. Theref@re, any hesitaney or inability ef communication w:Ltnesse
mast npecessarily be viewed and read with this faet In mind. They are dealimg

endfirely frem personal memery. That's true?

“h: Yes sir.

| @. You say that ﬁ?—-ile you were on watch jrmu had re treible of copying JR?
A. _ Oz the JR broadeast, we never had very mueh. Dowvn by Afries we had |
trauble. |

@. No, I mean while you were inm the Med?

A, Thile in the Med, we,,' just when the actual changeover, we had s little
bit of trouble Pfirst get?bing it in. Just what T've been told, I was not
actually on wateh. , _ ._ - ' :
Q. More specifieally, getting to the 8th of June, let us say frem 080O01%Z, |
do yeu recall whethe:& you were missing numbers on that partieéularday?

A. I recall one time vhen I was down there that WALTON, €TL was ci@wn there,
and he mentiened thst he had no missing numbers ab that time. I believe theAl
was the day before the attack. He was the one that was primarily watehing

the broadeast at that time because we were so busy in the ether roem. We

had such a backiog.

President: Where's WALTON new, som?
A. Hels dead now, he was trapped in exypte. ' . .

@. Do you reeall missing very mamy numbers en the Tth of June on JARAD?

A, I dom't recall, sir. There might hawve been. a few KR numbers but ne

JR numbens.

Q. Getbting awey from the broadeast for a memgat ! new, onjyour shipfshere

termination, what type terminatiens did you establish, how éif'&;—ian, and

ifdme  we were ablle to,

&. Well, for the past few days we had come up

and we would eeme wuwp ship-shéte te 'Gi:eeee mest. 6fhen bhecaiife: they were the

best A% Parwas:ship-shore' ORESTES were concermed. We had: emeiisked, T

believe, In the Yast twe days we were eut and it was Wlth NAVSECARY
Moprocce, and- we wenb thr@ag‘h‘?ﬁreeee s using their transmitters end thedr
antennaes in passing It f;mm ‘L-:-he::e.‘- to. Moroecee.

g, I understand: that yow do.not: maintainsos pe’:manent shitp=—shore

terminiatdonznaitiies
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I8P secrer
yeu ecome up with when you have traffie periediecally? gEGm,.
A. Yes sir. And then only real hot traffic.

Q. Witheut stating the reasen, are there reasens why you, at certain times,

can’t come up on ORESTES ship-shere cirecuit due te what the ship may be
deing? : : .
A. Defimitely, sir. | |
Q.. Definitely there are reasons why yb-ectnnet?

A. Yes sir. |

Q. During these pexrieds. W-h'en- you camnet come upiare they usumally extensdve

perieds of time, speeifiecalily ean you reeall: epathe Tth and.8th of June

having extensive perieds of time, whewre beecause’ ef what the ship was deing,

broadcast numbers. if you wanted to de so.

A. Yes sim, there were scme times, it waSn't neeessa: _,:lsg.yma.,fgse;;gq.‘ period of

time that we coulidnft come up, it%s just that we d3dni% have encugh. time in

betweén to get everything set up. and. get geoing before they weuld tell usg te

shut dewn. again.
§. What the ship.was doing?

A, Yes sir.

Presidente As I understand it, young men, these limitatiems on ebility and

inabikity te come up em.& bransmitbter whenever you might wish te. deal im thi

area of your technical research.

em & layman Ys peint of view,

A

you did seme work om wave propagatiopm, amd fr

itter. of high, pewer

|

l

8
As T reeall, Admirad MARTIN mentiened " .
would it be nerasepgﬁﬁ?e;#& even: assume- that, a. transm ’
would aﬁfe.éia youn ‘w'rave: propagetion research efforts? I

A, Yes sir.

§. Then, to be sure we-—*—’?ive perfectly clear en this peinf, on missing ’
numbers on the ‘Tth.and 8th of June, very pessibly could: have met been
requesrbéd‘- because of the transmittersinterfering with the ship®s research

missten?

A. -Weld sifk, we got all the genexal serviee ot en the:r Téh. EREvery gemeral

sexyies message -tﬁa-t we had that I ean. remember.
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TOP SECZE
Q. I'm talking about breadeast traffie missing numbers coming in frem

Asmars, particularly em the 8th?

A. You mesn we wouldan®t be able to serviee this?
g, You woulda't have asked for a rerun becaus® the ship was invelved im }
1
I
its research misgion, and you caul@m’t just come up er. a tramsmitier

because you were missing, sdy five mumbers?

A. No sir, we probably coeulda't have.
Q. Then, you would wait for the second or third rerumn, whick sould take

maybe 24 to 36 heurs, in lieuw of disrupting what the ship was doing?

A, Yes sir.
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Q. De you recall any missing numbers @#n the 8th, JARAD?
A. No sir, T den't, o
(Preasident: Young man, is this procedure that yeu have deseribed typleal

lof the condition that exists abeard this ship aanywhere you might be

3

eperating?

A. Yes siQ, it is. - , .

8. In ether words, this is not seme@hing,new?

A. HNe sir. ‘

g, In other werds, you have never felt eompelled to serviee a number
immedi@%éiy, you have always felt cemfortable in waliting for a rerun
whether iﬁ was coming from Asmarﬁ, Anépélis, Philippines, Gaam, or

wherever, is that eerrecf?

A, The enly timg werwmuld service immediately 1s if we had had an outagé of

a period ef time, say teém, fifteen, tﬁenﬁy minutes, as quite a few Rumbers

would have been missed.

Q. You mean & reeceiver outage?

4. Yes sir. |

Q. And yeu.had:ﬁﬁ such recelver outage?

A, No sir.

Let me put that question - it will be the same guestipm, somn, but put a

little bit differently. You have had no cause for coneern to feel cempelled

to take extraordinary measures such as télling somebody you had to step

listening te the moon, for example, in order to get a service on Asmara,

Ts that correct?
A, Ne sif, we never did.

6. You rever had te de that?

4, No sir. We did it cmce when we had some flash traffic to semd out, and

some immediate traffic we'd tell them what we had to get out, end then

they would... . 3
R. I'm talkdng just about traffic you would be receiving, I™m met talking

Lbout outgoing traffie,

P. As far as traffie we were receiving, they never bothered us at all,

240
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8. Ordinarily, how many KWﬁT*s de you have on a broadeast simultaneousljé
A. We have twe KW37's and we try teo keep both of them‘en different
signals so if one will drep eut we have the other one as é backup. At
that time I don®t believe we did because we couldn't handle mere thap twe
;signals and we had those twe in diveréity.

Q. @rdinarflly? youl have no reasen tei:suspect eepylng twe‘freqs on the
same broadeast simultaneously. You have no reasen te suspeet that your're
going to miss a number?

A. We had no reasen af that time to suspect that we were geoing te beecause
they were sg five by. -

Assistant Gaunsel fér the Court: I have nothing else.

Captain ATKINSON: ©One question, om the average simee LIBERTY chepped in
the Med, vhat was your aaily‘traffic’aeressed te LIBERTY?

A, Addressed to LIBERTY, I would say areund - well, it w&ﬁld vary from
day te day. I'd say at the most we would get 25 and at the least we would
get 7 or 8o - 7
President: Would this be a comparably normal load, son?

A, That would be a normal lead, yes.

Qs For any day, ény plaee?

A, Foir any day, any plaee; sir.

President: Does any menrber present have for the record a feeling teward
‘the number of subseribers of Asmara?

Assistant Ceunsel for the Court: Y%S sira

R. Ts it in“the hurdreds?

. No sir, Just GéMHBE&SﬁFQH basieally; .Hb sir, 1t%s KR they use ordinarilyq
And a ship like the LIBERTY, very feﬁ. Fiﬁe or six, net even a dezeﬁ, sir,

Very few, exeepﬁ if we had a contingenoy in the Red Sea and we sent

hdditional ships dewn.
President: - Is this your first ship in the Navy?
n, Yes sir, this is my first ship.

. So you-hzve nothing: te compare, equipment-wise, from persenal experiemce,

.fhe;EQuipment.en this #H%p ‘with any other ship?




A. Well, I%*ve been in the radio shaek in other ships.

§. What would be your opinion as to the cemparability of the equipment
thaﬁ you were using ig LIBERTY_and the equipment as far as being medern,
up te date, and the equiﬁment 1ﬁ some of the ethef radie shacks you'lve
been in? |

B, 0 gﬁéss I ceuld best deseribe that by whatli heard a workman say when
he came dewg there. He ;aid‘”you have the best‘eqmipment I've éver seen
in any radio shack anywhereo"—

President; Thank you very mﬁeh.

Assistant Courisel for ﬁhe Gourt: T have cne more guestion that may be
pertinent, Admiral. Do you recall ever getiing much off-line enerypted
top secret traffie on JABAB or KH aboard LIBERTY? |

A. As long as I have Béeﬁ‘on here, we have never received anything ofe-

line. Top seeret off-line, never on JR broadecast. We never even

received anything eoff-line,

3. How leng have you been aboard the ship, sen?

A, This was my third erulse.

President: Put en youyéhinking eap, son. Try to remember back, what

you had till midnight en the T%hf

A. My wateh en the Tth was the evening wateh from 1660 local teo 2330,

8, ©n the Tth?

A. On the Tth, yes sir.

8. And did we establish that when you came on wateh, you did eor did net
have any known missinglﬁsmara nunbers? -
Qs From a technical peoint of viéw.again, we're uSing Commander.

FEINGERSCH as a technieal expert. Wouwld that JARAP number have been
transmitted by 1600 en the Tth? ' |

A. Yes sire Probably for the éeeond time,

@. Probably for the secand.time?-

A, Yes.

President: And the witness indicates that to the best ef his knowledge,

that there were no missing numbers. What conceiveable explanatien, and

again we're theorizing and the Court is asking a technieal witness in the

s b

'

f-5
{




b A )

person of Commender FETNGERSCH, what could be an explasstion for this
apparent nen~deliwery?

&, To be perfectly honest, Admival » there is none. A message reeceives a
signed broadeast number, and then e‘;a'ch subsequent message gets a censeeutive
mumber. Asmara has their legs where here, of course, they;ve been destroyed
Asmaras has checked theixr logs and has said th:r.s number, and it's a repeat
though garblés&, vas trensmitted gt sueh an sueh ﬁ time. I think we have
to assume that Asmara, sinee be does have hzls. iogs, that thils message vra.s
in fact sept at this time snd the ship ie fact did miss 1t.

President: I do not accept that. Just becauwse I'm hard headed. I will
ageept ik if we can find twe ather users of Asmara whe can prove teo this
Court that they received that mumber prier teo this young man eoming en
watech at 1600 on the Tith. And that. alene will satdsfy me thet 'bi-za?b message

‘went -on the JARAD as advertised. And the reasen fer my &au%_’at- is beeause
we -already know that &smazrs.-"lha.‘s mede eritical errers before.

Assistent Counsel for the Court: We cam, if you so desire, sir, vewify
this.

President: Make that se, by phone, this merming to CTNCUSNAVEUR.

Gaptain ATKTNSON: One final guestion - did you have enmy missimg numbers ©
when you were relieved? ‘

A. As far as I can remember, there was no change in status en relief.
President: Hw, frem a 1ayman’-s point of view and in antledpatien of _
there being other »la;ymen vis a vis cammmea?bizens, rea.ﬁ.img this reesrd;

what way does a subseriber have of knowing that there is a messege for him

that he has missed?

Assistant Counsel fer the Court: He does not know the missed number is

specifically addressed to him, sir. He enly knows that he has missed a
méssage and he is reguired te madntain a egntinuous file of oumbers, Seo,
he must scmeway, somehew, get that missed mmber and then he ean c_ietemiae
whether or met if 1t is fer his infe ei' action, By the mwmber itself,

there is no way. He must see the message.

President: ILet the recerd show at this time that the lack, as the result

of destruetion of LIBERTY records and files, eembined mth LIBERTY o o
ed wpon by subsequent testimeny by

NECEASSIEES

cations precedures, ‘which will be ex
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| The witness was duly warmed and withdrews, |

T0P SECRET

Liewtenant GOLDEN, the ship's communications officer, that tf LIBRERTY

missed_;- é JARAD mml?er,' and for example, had outgeing traffie to \'se;nd,’ of
both a technical nature relating to her mission and operatioéal nature, all
of §this Sype 6f traffic had been and would have beer in th_é hypothekical :
cage being discussed, packaged together and sent to a single addressee fer
actien, nemely Nawval S-ecur-ity‘ﬁ}roup Mqrecco.. Ijb is the Couit's under— :

stending that the burden would then be on the Naval S:—eeuiijby Group Morocco

to sert out ‘bﬁe traffic reeeived from LIBERTY, transmitted during ene of
the perieds she could af:erd to transmit without interferenee with her
technieal mission, and then the recipie;t » Nawal Seeurity Gréup Moroeceo,
:;‘.n the case of missed JARAD numbers, weuld have informed radio Asmara via
NAVCOMMSTA Morecco of LIBERTY's requirements. This iﬁéeing to be possibly

germane to this Court's mquiry te determine whether or not such was dene,

and the time delay experienced in Merececo wh;i;e-h station is understeod to
have been saturated dur:l.ng this peried mf Middle East Tension, desplte the

faet that radic Asmara, by virtue of few subscr:.bers 3 would have had a

rela.ta:velgr lew opera.t:.anally load.

L:i.euﬁenaut Maiirice E. Bemnett, Jr., .Ernited States Navy, teck the stand
as a witness, was duly sworn, advised of his rights under article 31
Uni:t’erm Code of Military Justice and testified as fellarws.

. DIREGT EXAMINATION
Questdeons by Counsel for the c@urt
§. State your nsme, rank, and present duty station.

A. Maurice M. Bemnett, J r., Lieutenant, USN, 628125, presem; duty statien

UsS LIBERTY.
§. Lieutenant Bennett, as you are well aware, this Court of Inguiry has
been convened to ascertain the circmﬁszl;anees attendent with the attack

on USS LIBERTY on 8 'June 1967. The Assistant Counsel for this Gourt will
now ask you a few questions pertiment to the attack and to the duty station

that you had.
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Q. Do you recall whether any JARAD mumbers were missing en the Tth and

&th. Was it repertéd to you tléa-t a.ny mumbers weire missed?

A, Teo the best of my knowledge, no mumbers were missing, I was not

| the cemmunieatiens efficer at the time of the dneident, therefere, I

bave no reasen to have direct knewledge of any missing mmbers.
President: Who wes the commmications efficer, Liewbenant Bennett?

A. Ldeutenant Jemes €.. Pierce, who is now deceased. He was killed in
the atback. I

@, Was the missien of the ship such on the Tth and 8th that it would
heve disrupted the mission of the ship if you had travsmithed exeessive
messages, at this time;-‘z _ |

A. FExeessive tz;ansmissioﬁs would. If I might add, hewever, the very

i aatmre of the sitwation dietated afis we did come up in commmnications
mere Fregquently than normai in erder to pass pertinent precedence

traffic. originsted by the ship. ‘
Q. Who did-you pass this traffic to on the Tth and 8th?

A, On the Tth and,8th ef June, due to the imability to contact NAVCGMMSTA
Horecce, the maaarj_‘i;y’ if not all, ef thg, high precedence traffic was e_.ff-
line emcryptedrand passed to NAVEGNMSTA Greece for further delivery. |
@, During these. perieds of" tnansmiss-ian.,' if yeu were im fa.et aware of
the: migsing mumber, would you have servieed it at that time?

A, Im most isnstane.éé = Vrm, because 1t was an mﬂividua:!. mes-sagé which
dfetated that- this message go out, and again going back to the missien of
the shipy te preclude undue interference with the mission, we only ceme up

long emough to get the eme or two high precedence messages. out and then

the trausmitters were shut down.

@. Why did you shift the JARAD on the Tth of Junme?

A, T don't kaew- the exact .reaé.en,. J;-t; was my understanding thgit *t':hins‘ is.
hearsay, a.nd;'wher-.e T heard it frem Iﬁan“t recall. But, in _emeaﬁa&ous_.'
instructions Treom. wheun\ I dentt ]mow, that thegé is a designeted geographie

point that you skift breoadeasts,
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@ This is 100% true. It is in JANAP 195. I was just curious if yem
were dlree'bed to sha.f‘b to JARAB for eny paatiecular reasen, eor if you -
shi:cte.c’t. Just as a madztgr of. normal c@mmnﬂseati’fens procedure?
A._ To the best of my knewledge we shiftted in accordance with the knewn
cemmunications procedure. And, aga:.n te the best of my knowledge, and |
in acecordence with past known practices, Mr. Plerce whoe was the
cemmnleations officer; notification ef the shift is usually sent out,
T would presume Within 2k to 48 homrs in aé:vm_a.cé.
President: I'd like te ask & stupid question. I just aen-'% 'unéterstangi_ _
why, wWhen you?ra in ""bhe Eastern Hediterranean, yéu lla'.xsten_ te rad-ig Asmara.
which, even to my unpracticed eye, i‘s clesest, and yet vher you wa.‘ﬁt :te‘ |
talk to semebody, you go to Merocce, and. everybedy I've heard comment
indicates that they have had Qifficulty copylpe Moroceo. New, is Asmsra
incapable of listening? o | . |
Agsistant Counsel for the Court: No sir-,' Asmara :{;s- not inca?able ref ‘ |
listening, but in the case of this particular shim, snd the type of
research tra.ffie they are passing s Tthe 'braffic is d.estined, or im:bially
destined, to go to NAVSE@GR Morocco. It weuld serve ue se ta
the ship te send it te Asmara because Asmara ﬁrst of all weuld ha.ve
te be off-line enerypted because Asmara would net be permitied to rea.cl— it,
end Asmera would: have to relay it te SEGGRE:’:‘ Moreceo, it weuﬂréi ha‘&e to be
deeryzyted, and would just mtraduce many many. delaars. I't weula serve ne
a&vantage in the ease of this partimlar sbip to send it t@ anyene 'th;

tat =%°

NAVSECGRU Morocco.

President: Now, weuld yeu expamd en that a llttle bit more a.nd tell me

how Navy Radie Mara‘lshon fits inte this pmture, which is st:.ll even closer
than Meroeeo but ne‘s as c¢lose as Asmara?

A. In the case of this ship they had diffieculty, I tm.dersﬁand 1n
establish—ing thelr on~line secuxre circuit with N&VS“ECGBU M@r@cco.

. Consequently, they term:.na:bed. a edreudt with Greece and. 'bhey usea. Greece

transitists to take this eireuit and pass it on to NAVSEUG—R@BEB Moreeceo.

So the signal is going threugh Greecce encrypted elee-tx—eonicallar and, it gets

Tie e AT
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& boost, so to speak, at Greece, but it still winds 'up in Mdroeco.r B
it's general serviece traffic that Greeee personnel can read, they

would have terminated the eircuit, whieh they did on high prég:edenee
general service type traffic, |
President: But, not always?

A, Buf, not always.

d. In other words, this package transmission that we talked about would
ge to Morocco off-line enerypted?

4. If 1% went to SECGRUDET it would have went on~line all the way, sir,
because the proper people are handling it at the other end. This was

g mixed package as recalled.

President: Does the Court have any further questions of Lieutenant
Bennett?

No Responsee.

The witness was duly warned and withdrew.

Cemmunications e T T Thorp L. Long, Unlted States Navy,

took the stand as a witness was duly wﬁéned, edvised of bis rights ‘under

article 31, Um.fom C'ode.' of Military Justice and testified’ aé follows.
DIRECT EXAVMINATION

Guestions by Counsel for the Court:

Q. State your name,’rate, and present dw.::‘y stations

A, My name is Thorp L. Long, CT2, present duty statir_on is USS IL.IBERTY.

@. Long, you've been ealied before this Court of Inguiry bec&usékof'the

circumstances attendent with the attack on USS LIBERTY onr 8 June 1967T.

The Court is very imterested to ascértain certain’infermation from you

which you might possess. Would you now answer gquestions thet the

Assistanxlcounsél for the Court will put before you.

A, Yes sir.

Q. Did you stand watch as far as the breadcast is concerned on the

evening of Tth and 8th of June?
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A, Yes, I did sir. On the morning of the 8th I had the mid wateh.

I got off work at about 7 o'elock in the merning.

Q. Do you recall any difficulty in copying the JARAT broadesst from
Asmara during that period ef time. | |

A, No sir. It was fairly clear. There were a couple times that we had
some problems because some egquipment went down and we had 4o get out
material man ﬁo repair it, but on the vhole it was a good signal and we
were able fto copy it. ‘

@, When you say equipment , d1ld you drop eut of syne?

A, No, it was the printer. The pége print was being gerbled beezunse
of somé malfunctions within the gear.

Q. Were you getting the tape?

A, Yes sir.

Q. Apnd the tape was five by?

A, Yes sir.
@. When you relieved the watch, do yeu reecall any report or any

indication that any numbers on the JARAD broadcast had been mi;sed?

A. There were socme that had been missed, I'm almost positive.

Q. Do you have a feel for the volume. Was it a matter of a few, or was
it & matter of a whole block indicating maybe you dmpped out of s¥ne for
an hour".? _

A, Tt appeared to me, as I rem;iamber, it may have been faﬁr or five, or
ma.ybe. six messages that had been missed through seme malfunction.

. How, -this is on the morning of the 8th, do you reecall whether these
messeges were basically missing over a period of 12, 24, 48 hours, I
know it's hard but generally speaking, do you have any feel for that?

A. No sir. The ones that I remember, there was a blank space

on the messsge number log that we kept,

8. As best your memory serves, while you had the watch and yéu had some
trouble, can you recall at the time you were relieved of the watch,

whether or not any numbers vere missed during your time of v;atehstanding h
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| Q. Under nermal precé&ures when you come ‘on watch or you've just been
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frem 06806001 to 7 or 8 o'elock in the morning? |

A. T don't believe wé did, sir, because when we came on watch, we thought
that we would very possible be very busy, and we switched - we were using
the reprinter from one place and the pege print from aﬁother place, so that
we could use the good ;pag’e print for running off copies that had to be
distributed. We d.id this right &t the beginning of 'Ekie wateh. We had
some malfunction with ifthe pege printer, but we checked the tape to see

; I .
how many of the messages that we did not have page prints on were tc us.

relieved, do ypﬁ more or less depend om your log of consecuti‘w_a numbers -
take a glance at that Yo si.ee_if there were any missing mmbers, or is it
usvally pé;ssed word of mouth, or just how do you know wher you ceme on
watch: whether o::? ‘not ﬁéu're migsing numbers on any particular gear regardl-ess’
of what broadeast you're copying? |

A, If the message had been missed that dsy, there weuld be blank spaces
on’ the message number ieg. If it had been prior to that duy, there was
anotier page whére mnﬁbers -of a.ll nissing messages were noted, and when
ve got out a message or received a repeat on it, if we did not need it
théen it was logged out that we didn't need it; 1f we did neet it, them 1%
w;as copled down. | ! |

President: Then, on this sheet vwhich wa.s. gsort of a backlog sh_e_et for time
prior to the watch, were there any numbers on that backlog sheet for a
couple, three d_é.ys befére? _

A, Yes sir, there wei;ei. ma_en we first picked up the JR broadgast , We

were having bad copy with them it would keep going out ‘and we missed

several numbers.

Q. When you say, it would keep going out, we're not communicaters, what's
goiné}v out? '

A. The signal was feding. The tramsmissiomivas wesk.  We were Sl

having trouble from tpé wealk signals we:vwere recelving, And ve just den't
know if there wére seme missed because of that. It would “‘ﬁ'e- good for awhile
and then it would fade out. It would become too weak for swhile. It would |

go good and 1t would ge pad. It just kept doing that.

448

[




fop SEGE

Q. Now here's & real hard one - during the period of 6, 7, and 8 June;
or I should say 7 and 8 June, could yom give us any feel for what per-
centage of reliability JARAD was having, was it 50% reliable, was it 58%

reliable, what would be‘your feelinga?

A. It seemed to me that it was 85 to per cent reliable. It was very

good. T had the day watch on the Tth and I didn't lose the signal once.

I copied it all dey and didn't have trouble.

Q. On the 8th when you had the watch, did you establish a ship-shore
termination to pass traffic to the beach on ORESTES. ' Do you know if one
was established when you had the wateh? |

A. 0On the Tth, they tried to, but there were some preblems that came wup
and they never did get _establigpeq‘ as far as I kaow.,

Presideat: I just haven't got a feeling for wha.tv T hea;'df Now you said
that you copled solid on the Tth when you had a day wateh. Yom had =2
readable sigunal througheut,

A. Yes sir.

Q. Now, does that mean that you hazi no missed mmbers oh your wateh?

&, I cannot remember any, sir. To the best of my knowledge, there were

nene.
Q. There were no missed numbers on the day watch. That would have
covered what period of time, on the Tth? A

A. The day watch started -- we relieve sbout 6:30 to 6:45 loecal in the

morning end we relieve for lunch at approximately between 11 and 11:15.

We ate and came right back. I_ den't know exactly what ftime fchat was but

ve ate and came right back to work. We were relieved again approximately

4:30 in the afternoon.

€. So, frem 6:30 you can testify te the best of your knowledge you haed ne

missed numbers on J'l_@RAD?

A, Yes sir.

Q. And when you came oh watch in the morning, there were some missed

numbers, is that correct?

T




A, I seem to remember scme.

Q. How many on that missed mmber sheet could you recall checking off
on the reruns fhat occurred during your wateh?

A. Bone, sir, because the JR broadecast was sending reruns from a
periocd before we started the copying. They had not reached the missing
numbers ltha‘t we had. '

President: I see. Well this is in‘bereétiﬂg then. The rerun repeats
that we hear Asmars has been able to do two or three times in a 2k-hour
pt‘ariod does not necessarily constitute 100% reruns?

A, HNo sir. TheA numbers we were receiving.en the rerun were numbers
from earlier in that menth.

Q. Earlier in the Month?

A. Before we had started copying the other broadcasts.
VQ. Now, a téchxﬁeal questicm, a procedure guestion for Commender
Feingersch. (asst caunsél) » Hox-e" does a tra.nsmiﬁting station deeide what
they!re going to rerun. “Are they requests from users?

A, That's one source. They"ll be reguested from varieus people then
during certain periods Cof the day when 'they_.feel that thei-;: I_arepa._ge.’sien
is at the least bit of effieciency, they will ‘take the numbers that were

run during that period of day without any reguests and rerun 'those it

capacity of worlk units permits. If they run 500 mmbers and they have a

' capacity of 900, there's mo reason why they shouldn't take 400 of those 500
and rerun them anyway. The transmitters there, traffic's off the air.
But it's requests, and it's to their professional khowledge of propagation
and: leea'bi';enk of ships, hov many minmutes do we run, what nmber-s do we run.
Q. One last guestion, son. When you vere relieved of the watch, and
turnéd over to your relief these sheets‘ of paper showing m;’ﬁsse&.”nwnbers e

I want to ask you again, had you added to that list inyour handwriting,

- .during your peried of time on waitch?
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A, T don®t believe that I had, sir. If I did, T might have added some
numbers while we were having trouble with the page print and them I

remember T went back and I checked the reprocf tape and read on to see if
it was for us and checked them off,
Q. 8o, you didn*t add any new ones, You don't remember whether you

ehecked off any old ones?

‘A, I know that I did not check off any old ones.

Q. You did not check off any old ones, and as I understand you that was

because what they were rerumning was stuff before you even picked up the

breadcast?

A. Yes sir,

Q. When you assumed the wateh on the 8th, you said there were some'
numbers missing before they shifted to the JARAD breoadeast., KR numbers
you said., Do you reeall after shifting to fhe Asmara broadeast of anyone

taking any action to get the, regardless of the number, missing KR

numbers?

A. Yo sir,-I den't., T wes not on watch when they changed broadecast,
They changed broadéast'they were copying while I was in between strings
of watches, T was out on a break when they ehaﬁged, so T éo not know if
they took anyxéétion of if they did, what action they took.
The witness was duly warned and withdrew.
Chief Warrant Officer Jack E. WICKHAM, V,S. Wavy, took the stand as a
witness, was duly'sworﬁ! advised of his rights under Article 31, WeMT
and testified as follows: | |

DIRECT EXAMINATION
Questioens by Counsel for thé Court,
@. Please state your name, rank, and present'duty station,
A, Chief Warrant Officer Jack E. Wickham, 537928/7742, I am the assistant
salvage and diving officer'for Commander Service Squadroﬁ Eight, Norfolk,
Virginla.

Q. You are well aware this Court of Inquiry has been convened te ascertain




certain information attendant with the attack upon USS LIBERTY on 8 June
1967. You have been called as a witness, to answer certain questions youm
may be able to answer. At thls time, the President, Admiral XKidd would
like to ask you a few questions.

Q. Mr, Wickham, your reputation is known to me in the salvage business,
and if T recall correctly you have been inveolved in salvage operations,
the reéevery of the remains, and lenghihy details inecident to marine
salvage for some 20 years. Is that correct?

A, That is correct, sir.

Q. The guestion that I am golng to ask you will be included in the

| medical portion of this report, and it goes like this, In your profes-

sienal experience and based thereen what would be your opinien, from your
duties yesterday incident to the recovery of the remains from the
torpedoed comparitment of the USS LIBERTY, as te the possibility or
probability of any of these rémaiﬁé héving been alive after the_explesion?
A. In my experience with explesien of this type aboafd naval vessels, I
have no deubt of any kind that any persen could have survived the initial
explosion down there, I thinﬁ death was insﬁantaneous for every persen

in the immediate area. '

Q. Now, to extend just a bit, Some of the people down there got out,
There is the ever present possibility in the minds of next of kin, that

in oﬁr determination to button up the ship quickly, that we might
inadvertently trap men below, Now, wouid yeu cemment on this aspeet of
this situationgp As I understand it, from what yoeu said, those who got out,
got éut because they‘were able to get out, and the rest were dead on the
explosien?

A, Yes sir, that is my opinien.

9. And from previous discussiens with you, I understand that this epinion

derived from the degree of dlsmemberment and like facts wﬁieh caused this

conviction?




A, Yes sir, Every bedy that I observed down there, there is no doubt
in my mind that that person wass dead at the time of, the explosien.
President: Thank you very very mueh, Mr, Wickham,

The witness was duly warned and withdrew,

Commander William L,~MQGonag1e, was recalled as a witness, reminded

that he was still und?rioath and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATTION
Questions by Couhsel for the Court,
Q. Captain, did you bring with you tmd&y the gyro coempass record for
USS LIBERTY?
BAa Yes sir; I did.
4. TI= this 187
A. Yes sir, if isl. .
I request the feeorder to mark thils as exhibit number 26 and offer it imte
evidence as exhibit number 26.
Q. Will you ﬁlease read pertinent extracts from that,
A, 'The ship's gyro was last inspected by the USS VUICAN qualified gyre
igspection and repair personhel‘on 30 March l§67.
8, I= tha£ %0 March 1967-a timely inspecetion?
A, Yes sir, it is, The‘shipfs gyro is requifed to be inspected.whengver
pessible by tender or yard pesonnel specifically trai@ed in this
responsibllity ence each quarter, I would like to indigéte that the log
shews that the érror at the time of'thiéxiﬁsﬁéétion was .1° westerly,
CQunéel for the,dourt: I have no further queétions. bees any member of
the Court desire to question the witness?
President: Captain, in our previous_d@géﬁgsiéps, you told me a story which ;
I have since come to identify as remarkable humility and selfgﬁfacément
on yeur part whieh T presume has eaused you not to mention in testimony
the way you navig&téd-this ship out of dangerous waters After the attack,
Will you please tell the Court how, while lying on yeur baek, with no

compass except the magnetic compass, and based upon your reeollection of




your magnetic compass error in relation to the gyro compass beok, you
used the sun and subsequently the North Star to clear the‘area.
A. Admiral, after a time on the bridge, when I had received minor
injg;ies, I lost comsiderable blood and gttempts to stem the flow of
blood by self-help were umsuceessful, T goticed myself beglinning to lose
consciousness, I immediately layed douqlpn the deck flat on my back on
the port wing and ralsed thedéagﬁ . as possible, restiné ;
it on my port brldge chair, apd there a Eirst ¢lass commmications '
technician by the name of Carpenter and gther persons who I don't recall
at this time, applied a tournaquet to mwl which effectively
stopped the flow of blood., I, at no tiqg, lost comsciousness and had
my full faculties at all times. T real;?ed by that time I had lost
considerable amounts of blood because iérwas sloshing In my shoes and
£5L€ was completely soaked withlylood. They cut thgui%é} pant
ébtg . looked at my wounds
at that time and they still did not appsar to me to be serious and since
the flow of blood had been stopped I gayg no further consideration to - T
didn*t consider I had any more problem ip that area, I asked them to
bring me coffee,-fluids, a couple of sa;? tablets, and so forth, I
conned the ship by looking aft and by béing able to see the wake of the
ship T was able to tell after steering ﬁ?ich way to apply the rudder and ‘
how 16ng to leave if on to attempt to ayérage ocut the best course that I
felt the ship should travel on to stand glear of possible sheal areas,
I remained on my back for approximately 5n hour and a half. I then felt
that I had regained sufficient strength fhat I was able to get up from
the deek and con the ship from the wing éf the ship and from the pilot
house., I couldn't get my ﬂﬂk . a coﬁfg%table position so I moved from
one place to the other. I couldn't stay‘in any one place for too long a
period of time. It seemed to me that'mg remaining on the bridge, this
would be able to lessen the shock that Epe rest of the crew had recelved.
Counsel for the Court: Captain,_predicé;ed on your testimony at the last
hearing in which you testified, the Courﬁ propounded certaln questions for

0

you to answer. Will you please now giv9 the Court the answers to those

guestions? jiiigi
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A. Yes sir, I will. The questions concern the following:

Q. The basie direetives for your operations in the Eastemn
Mediterraneam-appears te be those contalned in JE€S message 011545Z
whieh indicated you would operate south of 520N'during the period
9.30 Jme, Did yeu receive any directive to commence these operaticns

before 9 June?

A. Directives recelved both before and subsequent to JCS 0115457

indiecated the urgeney of Initiating eperations in the Fastern

Mediterrapean as soon as pessible., For example: COMSERVEON 8 message
2406207 direeted LIBERTY to départ Abidjan immediately and proceed at
best speed to Reta for logisties and subsequent émployment in the‘
Eastern Mediterraneaﬁ; My 2417327 indieatéd ETA farﬁ Said area about

0614007 June. This estimate allowed five hours at Reta to fuel,

reprovisien, and again get underway. Hegvy_seasrand a boiler césualty
delayed LIBERFY's argiva}_Bota. Repairs tq_an:antenna sysfem weré mder-
| taken at Reta and the ship was dirécted to remain at Rota until repairs
were completed. On the basis of telepﬁéﬁe auﬁhorizatien LIBERTY departed
Rota at 0212307 for the Eastern Mediterranean and reported that best
speed would be utilized enreute.(LIBERTY'@221@825.1

LIBERTY 621330Z indicated that the ship would arrive at EE;GGN_EBOGE
at 080%00Z and commence operations withiﬁ:SQ miles from 32:00N 33;30E;

LIEEBTY STITREP 070908% indicates that:pimrwéuld be stationary at
0723007 and operations would be within 30 miles_ofVBlGMSN 33-30E.

CINCUSNAVEUR 06155TZ,>WhiehrrEfers to boéh LIBERTY 0213382'(MOVBEP)
and 0221087 (SITREP on departure Retaj; direetea that COMSIXTHFLT eperate
LIBERTY to derive maximum benefit from special capabilities.

'LIBERTY chopped te COMSIXTHFLT by message at O70001Z,

No messages were received which would indicate that the expressed
intentiens of LIBERTY was at variance with the implled desires of all

higher commands concerned to effeetively employ the unigue eapabilities

llof LIBERTY at the earliest possible time. Daily SITREPS/PIM reports were
i ,
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subpitted LIBERTY messages: 0320207 June, 042050Z June, 0519342 June,
0618447 June, O70908Z June, 080634Z June pertain.

Inspite of‘the faet that outgoing transmisslens were undesirable for
resedaren purpeées in view of the operatienal importance of these messages
to the.ship's technical foperational commanders I‘direeted that the SITREPS
that thése messages be sent irregardless of their undesirable effeets on
the effectiveness of the research mission, especially in view of the
inereased precedence for transmission directed and prior length of time
to obtain TOD for further routing of the SITREPS submitted 3, 4 and 5

June,

Jcs 0620507 June Prierity (TOR 08/05552 Jun) eontains precedure te be
utilized in devel@ping and promulgating LIBERTY sehedule and charnges while
operating in WSCINCEUR's area of responsibility. Note that LIBERTY is not
ineluded in the framework of develepingrfhe schedule or changes and a
speeific note was included in paragraph 3 of ﬁhat message to the effect
that "... on all messages pertaining to skeds for (sic or) sked changes ...
USS LIBERTY is net anféddee on these ﬁSgs.?.vSince LIBERTY was not privy
to background of séhedule of changes thege‘was ne reason te believe that
the reported actioens and.inteﬁtions of LIBERTY were not aceeptable teo
operational/ﬁechnical commanders mor was'there any way to Xnew that they
were considering reéisions to that schedule until a message is received
which direets the ship to change its@area'of eperation,

President: During yeur testimeny yesterday, in relatien to the.léss ef
your quartermaster, the loss of your navigational capabilities, and related
eircumstances making it diffieult to récenstruct navigationally and
cronologieally exactly what occurred, you were asked to develop in
cenjuﬁctiem with your ships offiecers and through the assistance of any
other assets available, sueh as your engineer's beil book, the CIC log,
recollectiens eof ships personnel the best available stery, crenolegical

in werds and picterial on charts and whyfers what happened. Have you

dene this?
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A, Yes sir, we have,

President: Weuld you be kind enough to snbmit into evidenee at this
time, those documents?

Counsel for the Gourt; I ask you if you have the cronological listing
of events relative to USS LIBERTY on 8 June.

A, Yes sir, T de.

§. Would you'pravide it, please?

A, Here it is.

Counsel for the Court: Request this be marked exhibit number 27 and
request that it be intredueted inte evidence, Will you please now

read exhiblt number 27 to the Court?
A. Exhibit number 27 is COMDESRON MLW Seeret Message 1500167 JUN 67
te CINCHSNAVEUR.

FOR ADMIRAL MCCAIN FROM KLED. DELIVER AT °

IIENLELEL, YOUR 141740Z NOT RCVD AS OF 142355Z; HOWEVER

REQUESTED 8 JUNE CHROMOLOGY FOLLOWS:
A. APPROACHING LAND FROM THE WEST DURING THE EARLY MORNING
HOURS OF 8 JUNE, PROJECTED GPERATICNS OF LIBERTY FER THE
MORNING AND AFTERNOON OF THE DAY WAS TG PROCEED TO A POTNT

13 NAUTICAL MILES FROM THE COAST OF UAR AT 31-27 N 314 ¢¢E
(PGINT ALPHA) THENCE TO 31-22,3N 33-42E (POINT BRAVO) THENCE
10 31-31N 33-gE, (POINT CHARLIE) RETRACING THIS TRACK

UNTTL NEW ORDERS RECEIVED, SHIP WOULD OPERATE NORTH OF THIS
TRACK LINE AT ALL TIMES, IF FIXES COULD NOT BE ACCURATELY
OBTAINED AS POINT CHARLIE WAS APPROACHED T WAS INTENDED

™0 HEAP DUE NORTH UNTIL THE 1¢¢ FATHOM CURVE WAS CROSSED

AND THE TRACK MOVED TO THE NORTH TO MORE OR LESS MOVE BACK AND
FORTH ON THE GENERAL AVERAGE OF THE 1§ FATHOM CURVE. NORMAL
STEAMING SPEED WAS TO BE FIVE KNOTS. NORMAL STEAMING COLORS
WERE FLOWN AND NORMAL NAVIGATTONAL LIGHTS LIGHTED AT NTGHT,

THERE WAS NO INTENTION TO STEAM AT DARKEN SHIP AT ANY TIME
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AND THE SHIP DID NOT EVEN EXERCISE AT DARKEN SHIP DRILL DURING
THE DEPLOYMENT

2. ALL TIMES BRAVO UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED

G754 STEAMING ON 13¢T, SPD 1¢ KNOTS

#8149 PASSED THROUGH POINT ALPHA CHANGED GSE TO 253T

¢#85¢ SINGLE JET AjC (UN]]BENTIFIED)- CROSSED ASTERN DISTANCE 3 - 5
MILES - CIRCLED SHIP FROM STBD TO PORT AND RETURNED TO UAR
MAINTANT. LOCATING TWO TRANSHITTED (LIBERTY ¢8¢71+2mm)'.

g5 DECREASED SED TO 5 KNOTS | '

156 ANGTHER A/C CIRCLED SHIP-HIGH

1126 ANOTHER A/C CIRCIED SHIP LGCATING THREE DRAFTED FOR
TRANSMISSION AT ¢81¢22Z (BUT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN TRANSMITTED)

1132 PASSED THROWGH POINT BRAVC C/c TO 2837

151§ EXERCISED AT G.Q. DRILL

1348 SECYRED FROM G,.Q. DRILL.

1351 3 SMALL SURFACE CONTACTS HELD ON RADAR 32,(/¢¢ YARDS BEARING
@82t - REJUHED TO BRIDGE AS 3 SURFACE CONTACT

1553 RADAR REPORTS POSSIBLE A/C PASLSING OVER SURFACE CONTACTS.
1358 SINGLE A/C SIGRTED APPROACHING SHIP FROM 135 DEG REIATIVE
5 = 6 MILES DISTANCE, ALTTIUDE APPROXIMATELY T7¢@d FT.

A/C PASSED DOWN TRACK OF SHIP

11g3 EXPLOSION 3 PORT SIDE AMIDSHIPS

14¢8 SOUNDED GENERAL ALARM - TARGE FIRE IN VICINTTY OF FRAME 85,
@1 1EVEL WHERE FUEL FOR MOTOR DRIVEN FIRE PUMPS ARE LOCATED.
14¢5 ALL AHEAD FIANK SIGNALLED BY ENGINE ORDER TELEGRAPH.

14g5 3 141¢ SHIP UNDER REPEATED ATR ATTACK WITH THO OR

MORE A/C MAKING COORDINATED STAFING, ROCKET, AND INCENDIARY RUNS
OVER SHTP. THREE MAJOR FIRES TOPSIDE COVERING LARGE AREAS OF

SHIP WITH FLAMES AND HEAVY SMOKE A TOPAL 6F EIGHT MEN WERE

KILIED OR DIED AS A RESULT OF INJURIES RECEIVED DURING THE ATR A




St A e

e e T T

11

J0P SEGLET

ATFACK, GNE KTLIED AND ONE MORFALLY WOUNDED ON BRIDGE, TWO KTLLED

AT MACHINE GUN 51, ONE KILIED AT MACHINE €UN 52, ONE DIER FROM
WOUNDS RECEIVED ON THE MATN PECK STARBOARD SIDE AND TWO DTED

OF WOUNDS RECEIVED ON THE @1 IEVEL PORT SIDE. APPROXIMATELY SEVENTY
FIVE WOUNDED, INCLEDING COMMANDING OFFICER, THROUGHOUT TOPSIDE

ARFA FROM SHRAPNEL AND SHOCK OF EXPLODING ROCKETS.

141 BEGAN MAKING TURNS FOR 18 KNOTS.
1424 3 MTB'S SIGHTED ABAFT STARBOARD
1BEAM DISTANCE % -5 MILES - ,
1426 NOTICED NORMAL STEAMING ENSIGN SHOT AWAY DURING ATR ATTACK
HOLTDAY SIZE ENSTGN HOISTED ON PORT YERDARM.

1428 MTB SIGNALLING BY FLASHING LIGHT FROM STBD QUARTER. LIGHT
OB3CURED BY BPENSE SMOKE‘ FAOM BURNING MOTOR WHALEBOAT,

143¢ ONE ROUND FIRED BY MACHINE GUN 51. C.O0. ORDERED HOLD FIRE.
1431 MACHINE GUN 53 OPEﬁEE FIRE. C.0. SENT ENS I.UCAS AROUND PORT
SIDE OF BRIDGE TO GET MACHINE GUN 53 TO CEASE FIRING

1431 WORD PASSED T@ STANDBY FOR TORPEPO ATTACK TO STARBGAED.

MTB COMMENCED STRAFING STARBOARD SIDE OF SHIP

1434 TORPEDO PASSED 75 YARDS ASTERM OF SHIP.

1435 TORFEDO HIT STARBOARD SIDE AMIDSHIPS.

TWENTY SIX MEN DIER AS A RESULT OF THE TORPEDO HIT AND MTB
STRAFING FIRE.

1435 LoST EIECTRICAL POWER THROUGHOUT THE SHIP.

1436 LOST STEAM PRESSURE - SECURED ENGINES AND ‘BOILERS -

MANY GUAGES AND METERS IN FIREROOM AND ENGINE ROOM WERE KNOCKED
QUT. TORPEDO HIT IN RESEARCH COORDINATION CENTER WHERE
APPROXTMATELY TWENTY MEN WERE AT G.Q. STATIONS. THESE SPACES
FLOODED INSTANTLY AND MOST PERSONMEL IN THIS SPACE BIED OF

ETTHER BIAST OR DROWNING. NO SIGNS OF LIFE EMINATING FROM COORBINATION

CENTER AND ABJACENT SPACES WHICH COULD NOT BE OPENED WITHOUT




DANGER OF FLOODING OTHER SPACES.
144¢ WTB'S STANDING AWAY FROM THE SHIP. ONE MIB HAS HULL NUMBER
206.17 |

15¢3 ONE MIB RETGRNED TO SHIP AND SIGNALLED "DO YOU NEED HELP"
IN ENGLISH C.0. SIGRALIED "NEGATIVE" |

15¢5 MTB'S BETIRED TOWARD SHORE

15¢7 HELICOPTER BEARING STAR OF DAVID MARKINGS APPROACHED SHTP,
PORT SIDE, HOVERING AT ABOUT S¢¢ YDS DISTANCE. '

15¢8 SECOND HELICOPTER APPRGACHED SHIP.

. MARKINGS ON HELICOPTERS ARE @4 AND @8 OR D4 AND D8, HELICOPTER

MADE REPEATED PASSES ARCUND AND OVER SHIP, THEY WERE NOT

CBSERVED TG PICK WP ANY BGDIES, PERSCGNS OR BEBRIS.

1519 POWER RESTORED TO BRIDGE BYT RUDDER DID NOT ANSWER -
CONTINUED STEERING FROM AFTER STEERING, |
1536 MTB'S APPROACHING SHIP STARBOARD SIDE 7-8 MILES DISTANT.
DURING NEXT HOUR AND A QUARTER THE m'B‘s RETURNEP TO THE SHIP

' HOVES AND BY 1713 THEY HAD RETIRED OUT OF SIGHT OVER
THE HORIZON.
1615 WO BNIDENTIFIEP JET A/C APPROACHED SHIP FROM THE STEB SIDE
AND RECONNOTTERED FROM A DISTANCE.
162¢ ATTEMPTING T CLEAR AREA STRERTNG NORTHERLY COURSE AT SPEEDS
VARYING FROM ¢ TO 8 KNOTS, PERSONNEL CASUALTIES WERE TREATED IN
THE WARDROOM GN A CONTINUING BASIS, DAMAGE CONTROL AND FIEE
FIGHTING CONTROLIED FLOODING AND DAMAGE, ENGINEERING
CASUALTTES WERE RESTORED BUT STEERING WAS BY BAND FROM AFTER
STRERTNG. = | |
1845 ISRAELI HELICOPTER APPROACHED SHIP - CTRCLED CLOSE ABOARD
AND ATTEMPTED 70 SIGNAL - THEY APPEARED TO DESTRE TO LOWER
SOMEQNE TO THE DECK - C,0. CONSIDERED RECETVING HIM ON FORECASTLE

BUT RULED THIS oUT AS TO HAZZARDOUS, REPEATEDR ATIEMPTS TO
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COMMUNICATE WERE UNSUCCESSFOUL. AND AT 1852 COPTER DROPPED

==

A MESSAGE PACKET ON F@BEéASTI.E, THE MESSAGE, WRTTTEN ON A CALLING

CARD OF THE U.S. NAVAL ATTACHE TEL AVIV, ASKED "HAVE YOU CASUALFIES"
SHIP TRIED BY SEVERAL MEANS TO INDICATE, BURING NEXT

TEN MINUTES THAT THERE WERE MANT CASUALTTES BUT THERE WAS HO

INDICATICN THAT THE MESSAGE WAS UNDERSTOOR, THE MUTITATED

BOPTES OF THREE DEAD CHEW MEMBERS HAD NOT YET BEEN REMOVED

FROM ‘THE FORECASTLE AND MUST HAVE BEEN OBSERVED FROM THE
HELICOPIER, THE HELICOPTER DEPARTED THE SHIP SHORTLY BEFORE
SUNSET (ABOUT 19¢5) SHIP CONTINUED STEAMING THROUGH NIGHT TO

ROVY WITH ESCORTS DISPATCHED BY COMSIXTHFLT

3, FOREGOING CONSTITUTES DETAILED RECONSTRUCTION FROM QM NOTEBOGK,

CIC LG, BELL BOOK AND BEST RECOLLECTION OF CO/CHIEF ENGR/

GUN OFF/BRIDGE PERSONNEL. ALL CONCUR
GP-3
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Counsel for the Court: Captain, do you have with you teday your

readiness file ard your gunnery procedures?

A, VYes sir, I h«-'-.a.*ar(;c

Counsel for the Court: This will be exhibit number 28, the modified
eonditien of readiness three, Exhibit number 29 will be the guide for
gunnery offieers. I reguest that they be admitted in evidence,
Counsgel for the Court: Captain, de yew have wifh you today another
chart whichtwas requested by'the Court of yoeur projected track in

relationship to the preseribed areas of eperation.

A, Yes sir, I have, and the inforﬁation requested by the Court has been

placed thereon.

Counsel for the Court: T request this chart be marked by the reporter
as exhibit number 30 and be admitted in evidence at this time. I also
request that the reperter mark the following three exhibits, 31, 32, 33,

exhibit 31 and 32 are maneuvering boards, exhibit 33vis bullet and

ARl b e ptmrere s Ve

prejectiie mark photographs. I requést that these eihibits be entered
‘inte evidence as exhibits 31, 32 and 33. )

Counsel for the Court:. Captain, do you have with you information as to
the number of bullet marks on ¥3S LIBERTY as a result of the attack on
8 June 19677

A Yes sir; I have had a ﬁ@pside inspection of the ship made and have
reeorded the numbwr of preojectile hits imn various areas of the ship.,
President: What was the total number of hits you took, Captain?

A. We took a total of 821 plus one torpedo hita N

Counsel for the Court: That does noet Include shrapnel marks?

A. No sir, that does not inelude shrapnel marks which are innumerable,
&

iy

: ounsel for the Court: Does the Court desire to qugstion this witness
further?

Captain ATKINSQN: One question, on your open fire deetrine, what is your
open fire dectrine? |

A, The open fire doetrine is that, except in a melee, all fire will be

i controlled by'the Commanding Officer threugh his normal gunnery control

.@:_.L.;.:iorganizatien° At surprise air and surfact attacks, the gunnery personnel

el ‘:l}, L
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on the mownts are authorized to open fire if they are umable to

commmicate with gun contrel or the bridge,
President: Let the reecord show at this peint that the grizzly business

of recovery of remains from the torpedoed compartments yesterday and last

night resulted in starting out leeking for 22 unrecovered bodies. We
actually recoveresd 18 of whom we are reascnably eonfident that we
identified aceurately 15. Wholesale dismemberment resulting in many

remains virtually being blown to bilits made the recovery particularly

diffieult ;and identification even more complicated. It cannot be

~conclusively determined that the four missing of the 22 being sought are

not in pleces Iin the spaces themselves. ©n the other hand, it is
pessible that'we didqlose four:fleating free-after the attack or we may
have lost those four immediately at ££e tiﬁé‘of the attéck drepping |
through the‘hoie in the bettom, Thé degree of dismemberment WAS SO
extfeme as te be typified Sy the faet that the last few cases we packed
rin the small heurs this morning contained for example, a head, and an
arm In cne and similar partial bodiés.

The Court recessed for lunch at 1200 hours en 15 June 1967.
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After recgssing at 1200 hours om 15 June, the Court met again at 1.3%0 hours

on 15 June 1967.

icounsel for the Court: All persons who were present when the court recessed
are again present in court. The Captain, USS LIBERTY is still on the stangd

and under oath. Ccmmander, do you have anything else you'd like to present?

3

%ammander MoGeonagle: I gave the list of recommendations to the yeeman and

L hadn't completed writing out the last one, but the last one in substance
that I would reccmmend that ships that are engaged irn special operations of
this type or others of which I'm not aware but that may be of eritiecal

importance that they be advised of the decislons of higher awthority which

re under consideration and could be of value to the ship in being able tao

respond to the desires of higher command in mere timely fashion.

30uqsel for the Court: Do any of the members have questiohs of this witness?
Assistant Counsel for the Court: Yes, I‘have a guestion, €aptein, if T may.
n general, could you tell me what the normal everyday procedures are, as
irelates to determination of when to come up on a tramsmitter for the purpose
of establishing a ship-shere e¢ircuit.

A. Usually, the number of messages - of course, we have no way of knowing
what the contents of a missing message number is. I check with the
communicators, it i1s my usual practiee to go to the research spaces every
@aning. At about 0815 there, I receive a sort of infeormal briefing on the

research operations, I review the special, traffic.. The general service board

is usually brought to me before I go down to the research spaces. And, the

Lecision es to whether to come up on a transmitter or not would depend on

the urgency of the message that I wanted my superior to be aware of.

Generally, I try to deal with routine messages to the maximem extent pessible.
There are many items which cannot be handled at this level of eéurse. With

sur defcon operation there were times where there would be only a few hours

I
&ifference when it was working between coming up on & normal {transmitter and
~educing our research effectiveness, or waiting a matter of a couple of hours
intil we got moon time to relay via the moen. In this case I might say wait

and send this one by the trsscon if possible. There were a couple of times

sfter minimize was imposed in the area wh%;e I felt thét I could send a
e P
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nessage not meeting minimize criteria by the trsscom system beeause it would

:net involve any of the mediterranean ships that were a transmitter receive
station. I was disucussing thg matter of that I had authorized release of a
routine message which would not normally Qualify for transmission unnder
%dnimize conditions. I speeifically put on the bettem of this message
“transmit via trsseon equipment only” and it was for a spafe part for the
itrsseon system and we kpnew that this would gosfrom the ship direect to

Washingten via the moon in faet the relay station.

iissistant Coumsel Ffor the Cowrt: I was wendering, Captainm, in your routine
‘scanning the traffie, was it a normal function for the Comm officer or what
have you some personnel to inform yoﬁ or to keep you ecoghizant about mumbers

of missing messages Tfrom broadcast files?

A. Not as an everyday occurrence. L &id cheek te see what the backlog of
outgbing'ﬁessages were, sometimes twe or three times a day. As usual tﬁere
would'be many times when we would have a backleg of several messages without
specifying the number. They would usually let me know in the morning also
what the backlog of mességes for the nmight was. This leads me to believe
Ithat if we were able to get out we usually had nc problems with incoming
traffic.

ssistant Counsel for the Court: Would there have been sny reason, Captain,
on the days of 6,7, and 8 June for it to be unwise to transmit om a ship-
shore eircuit terﬁinating with a NAVCOMMSTAY

A, T'm not sure what you mean by unwise.

Q. You are steaming along doing your job, at 15¢& on June Tth, let us say,
would it have hurt things if all of a sudden you came up with a 500 watt
transmitier on the line?

P ﬁaﬁ}t enswer that guestion speeifica;ly because I'm not an expert in

that area, altbough my resesrch offider requested that we hold the number of

itransmissions to an abselute minimum beecause we did know that whenever we

transmitted our research capability was reduced, and I did this for the most

part and the primary exception was the messages which I directed te be sent,

PIM reports specifically, that I new.my operatiomal and technical commanders

were vitally concerned with receiving in a short peried ef time.




the transmitters come up and trassmit fhose messages regardless of the
consequences upen the research funetien,

Q. The comm officer is deceased, I understand?

A, Yes, he is.

Q. Was he an Ensign?

€, No sir, hewswas a Lieutenant. A very capable individual. He had been in

his particular speeialty for a considerable peried of time, the exact number

|
1
pf years I'm not sure, but he had been associated with tem for tern or fifteen

vears anyhow. The last seven or eight as an offieer, and he had been on
the ship approximately 11 months at the time.

Q. He was more of specialist than an operational type of offiecer, is that
right?

A, Yes, he was and LDO and quite competent in his duties, and very thorough

and conscilentious.

Q. President: Captain McGonagle, before you is a message (Defense Attache

Tel Aviv ©91520) provided by the Court ef Inguiry, purporting points advanced
by the Israli G;vernment as Justifieatieon for their unprovoked attack on

USS LIBERTY on 8 Jure. Would you be kind enough to address vourself to those
polnts.

A, Yes sir, LIBERTY never approeched the nearest land closer than 14 M,

{fhe ship was in international waters at all times prier te, during and after

the unprovoked attack. To my knowledge there was no déelared var zene
recognized er senctioned by the United States Govefnment. I bad heard on
%OA various statements broadcast by Mr. Rusk and Mr. Geldberg in the UN

to the effect that the U.S. attitude of the U.S. Government was neutrsl

in the conflict between Israel and UAR and did not imtend to take a pasition

or or against either side. The VOA broadeast and BBC indicated that Israsl

|

m??;&m

ndicated a willigness to abide by the eease fire that the UN had asked for
to be effective about @TEOOO local f&me. The above considerations coupled

with the right of innoeent passage recognized in international law refutes

this allegation categorically.
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As gounsel for the Court, I Have in'my pessession a file containing
gg@ssages frem the offieial records of Commander in Chief, U,S. Naval Forces,

8!

] :
EMrope. T received these messages from the commnications officer,

EDINCUSNEVEHR, and they are available for the use of the Court relstive to

this case. Do any of the Court members desire to examine this file at this
time?

Captain ATRKINSON: This file contains all perfinent messages corcerning USS
{{ TRERTY operations frem 24 May to 11 June, is this bt

Counsel for the Court: Yes.

g?he President of the Court adjourned the Court at 1445 hours, 15 June 1967,
1 " -

ond will meet at his call in Londen, England.
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FOURTH DAY CNFIDENTIAL |

Ceumsel fer the Ceurt: Thie Court of Inquiry is in sessien again after
having. ada‘sumed__?@n 15 June 1967 on beard USS LIBERTY in Malta. fo;iay _
the date is 16 Juﬁe-, the time is 1345, the place is London, England
Headduai‘-teré Commiander in Chief, U.5. Naval Forces Eurepe.
Captain Leonard Rebert RATSH was recalled as a wiltness, reminded that he
was stlll under oath and testified as follows:

' m_'?%ECT EXAMINATION
Questions by Counsel for the Court: ‘ ;

Q. Capbain RATSH will yeu new advise the court of informabion that yeu

have 4o present in amplificatieon of your prier bestimeny.
A. At the beginning of the court of inquiry I was directed by Admiral
'KTDD to prepare sets of questions %o obhtain detailed infermatien on the

atback of the LIBERTY.. I did prepare sets of gquestions fer NAVCOMMSTA

FPINESy:, NAVCOMMSTA GREECE, NEVC@MMSTA.MOR@GCO, Army Communication
Fac::.lltyAsmara, and NAVCOMMSTA ASMARA and T preduce now the messages that
answersd the questiens.
Counsel for the Court: These messages that I have received from Captain
RATSH will be marked by ?the reporter as exhibits numbers 34, 35, 36,‘ 37,
38, 39, 4o, 41, 4o,h3, I now offer them into evidence, and hand them back
te you Captain RATSH to read to the court.
FROM: CIN@U-SNAVE‘ER TO NAVCOMMSTA PHILLIPPINES CCNFIDENTIAL 1%16317Z JUN 67
SUBJ: TUSS LIBERTY COMMUNTCATIONS (C)
1. FOLLOWING QUES_STI@NSTF@RWARDED ON BEHALF OF COURT COF INQUIRY NOW IN

SESSTON:
A. DID;YOU/RECEIVE JOS 072230Z JUN AND JCS 0B0L10Z JUN FOR' RELAY?

IF ANSWER/TO.1 IS:¥YES:

|

n. FR@MWHDMAND AT WHAT TIME: DID YOU RECEIVE THEM? TO WHOM DID YOU
RELAYTEEM AND. AT WHAT TTME?

<5 SUBMiT REPLY ASAP BY PRIORITY MESSAGE. GP-k

FROM: NAVCOMMSTA PHELLI?PE&\}ES T6 CINGUSNAVEUR CONFIDENTTAL 150367 JUN 67 |

A. YOUR 1416327 JUN 67
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B, JCS 072230Z JUN 67 CONFIDENTIATL
¢, J98 0861107 Juny &7

D. NAVCOMMSTA PHTL 130041Z JUN 67
1. BEF B OR 133E/08 FROM NAVRELSTA KUNTA TOD 1700Z/08 TO DCS RELSTA DAGIS

2. REF C TOR 0400Z/08 FROM NAVRELSTA KUNTA TOD O4hS7/08 76 NAVCOMMSTA GUAM
3. REF D TRACER ACTION BY NAVCOMMSTA PHIL PERTAINING TO REF C.
FROM: CINCUSNAVEUR TC NAVCOMMSTA GREECE CONFIDENTIAL 141629Z Juy 67
SUBT: USS LIBERTY COMMUNTIGATIONS (¢)
1. FOLLOWING QUESTTONS FORWARDED ON BEHALF OF COURT OF INQUIRY NOW IN
SESSTON :

A. FROM WHOM DIP YOU RECEIVE COMSTXTHRLT O809L17Z JuW 672 AT WHAT
TIME?

B. WHO WAS NAVCOMMSTA GRERCE TO PROTECT FOR IN REGARD TO THIS MESSAGE
AS ASSTIGNED BY THE ROUTING INDICATORS?

C. WHAT ACTIONS DID YOUR PERSONNEL TAKE WITH REGARD TO COMSIXTHFLT
080917Z% | ,

D. HOW LONG DID IT TAKE FOR YOUR PERSONNEL TO BECOGNTZE THAT |

COMSTXTHFLT? 080917Z JUN HAD BEEN MISROUTED TO NAVCOMMSTA GREECE AND START

ACTION TO RECTIFY?

E. COULD YOUR PERSONNEL, ONCE THE MISROUTE WAS RECOGNIZED, HAVE
RECOUPED SOME OF THE LOST TIME BY RER@UTﬁ\I@ DIRECTO TO NAVCOMMSTA ASMARA?
IF 80, WAY DIDN'T THEY? '

F. HOW DOES THE MESSAGE TRAFFIC HANDLED BY WAVCOMMSTA GREECE FOR THE
WEEK 3-O JUN 67 TNCLUSIVE COMPARE WITH THE PREVIOUS WEEK (I.E., 29 MAY -
2 JUN INCLUSIVE) AS REGARDS VOLUME AND PRECEDENCES USED? HOW DOES IT
COMPARE TO A FEPRESENTATIVE WEEK, SAY IN FEB 677 .

G. WHAT IS THE PERSONNEL ALLOWANCE OF NAVCOMMSTA GREECE? HOW MANY

DO YOU HAVE ON BOARD?
H. WHAT IN GENERAL IS THE DHADFRSHTP AND EXPERTENCE LEVEL OF PERSONNEL
ENGAGEP TN MESSAGE HANDLING OPERATTONS? |
T. SUMMARTZE IN NARRATIVE STYLE COMMUNICATIONS PROVIDED AND ACTTONS

OF NAVCOMMSTA GREEGE INCIDENT TO AND FOLIOWING THE ATTACK ON USS LIBERTY.

5. SUBMIT REPLIES ASAP BY PRIORITY MESSAGE. GP-4
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FROM: NAVCOMMSTA GREECE TO GINCHSNAVEUR COBIFENTHL 1507317 JUN 67
SUBJ: USS LIBERTY COMMUNIGATIONS

A. YOUR 1416297 JUN 67
1. IAW REF A FOLLOT*TING INFG FORWARDED. SUB—-PARAGRAPHS EEYED TO REFERENCE.,

A. COMSIXTHFLT 080917Z RECHIVED FROM MAJRELSTA ASMARA (AFZ) AT 081238z,

B. NAVCOMMSTA GREECE WAS INADVERTANT RELAY POINT, NORMAL DELIVERY
PATH FROM ORTGINATOR TO. ADDEE WOULD HAVE BY~PASSED THISTA. ONCE RECEIVED,
BOWEVER, NAVCOMMSTA GREECE. HAD)IB PROTEGT FOR RUQPNA NAV;GOMES-'.I‘A ASMARA.
THTS WAS THE ONLY ADDEE IN THE ROUTING LINE WHEN RECETVED THISTA.

C. HANDLED AS ANY OBOE MSG ALONG WITH OTHERS OF HQUAL AND HIGHER

PRECEDENCE. DCS, RELAY HANDLEED 251 FLASH MSGS ON 08 JUN. RADAY. ORORE

fﬂAFFI@G@W’fS@STANTIALLY HIGHER, ESTIMATE 1500. EXACT COUNT WOULD

REQUIRE SEVERAL DAYS EFFORT, TOTAL TRAFFIC HANDLED IN THIS TORN TAPE
RELAY ON 08 JUNE WAS 5718 MSGS. '

D. NO PERSONNEL RECOGNITION OR SPECTAL AGTION REQUIRED ON THE PARTI-
CHEAR MSG AS IT CARRTED A VALID ROUTING MULLIPLE ADDRESS PROCESSING UNIT
(MAPU) AUTOMATICALLY RE-ROUTED MSG BACK TO MAJRELSTA ASMARA (ARZ) SEND
POSITIONS. MAPU IS, A, MEMORY CORE DEVICE PROGRAMD WITH PRE-DETERMINED
ROUTING INDIGATORS. ALL RUGP TRAFFIC, REGARDLESS OF RECEIVE ORIGIN, WILL
BE DIRECTED 70. THE AEZ SEND POSITIONS BY THIS DEVICE.

E. DUE TO EXTREMELY HEAVY TRAFFIC CONDITIONS, IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT THE

MISSENT (NOT MISROUTED) MSG WAS EVER CONSIDERED FOR RE-ROUTE ACTION.

. THISTA HANDLES. MANY OBOE M3GS TO NAVCOMMSTA, ASMARA WITHOUT REQUIREMENT TO

PASS VIA DIRECT CIRCUITRY. DIRECT GIBGUTTRY GARRIES 4 DIFFERENT ROUTING
THAN DCS COMMON USER CIRCUITRY AND DELIVERY MEAWS 'IS DETERMINED BY THE
ORTGINATOR; NOT THE RELAY STATION. =KE-ROUTE ACTION DIRECT TO NAVCOMMSTA
ASMARA WOULD HAVE ENTATLED CUTTING A NEW, PILOT N THE. MSG,BY' HAND, THEN
PASSING TO A COMPLETELY SEPARATE RELAY (NAVCOMMOPNET) AT THISTA FOR
DELIVERY VIA DIRECT CIRCUITRY. CONSIDER NEGATIVE RECOUP OF LOST TIME BY
THTS METHOD. |

_ P. TRAFFIC VOLUMES 29 MAY - 2 JUN WERE APPROX THREE-FOURTHS AS HEAVY
AS PERIOD 3 - O JUN. PRECEDENCES 29 MAY - 2 JUN MUCH LOWER. VERY LITTLE
FLASH AND OBBE TRAFFIC PASSED. VOLUMES FEB: VERSUS JUNE LESS THAY-TWO-
THTRDS AS HIGH. NO HIGH PRECEDENCE TRAFFIC: OF CONSEQUENCE TN FEB.

DIRECT COMPARISON. FIGURES CAN BRE FURNISHED BUT WILL REQULRE TIME FOR

‘ i‘@ﬁ. .. " = a_, B

COMPTILATION.

!
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ﬁ”ACF:EI‘IG IN ENERGY AND ENTHUSTASM. EXAMPLE: 54% RM2 ALLOWED, 27 ON BOARD;

A {
{
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CoNFIDENTIAT,

b

G. TOTAL PERSONNEL ALLOWANCE FOR NAVCOMMSTA GREECE IS 299. ON BOARD
COUNT IS 292, FM/CYN COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL ALLOWANCE Is;;‘-f;.;_;;;‘zs, ON BOARD ’
139. THESE ALEOWANCE FIGURES ARE FOR BOTH RECEIVER ANB TRAI\TS;KE-TTER SITES. .
CONTROL/TRAFFIC PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN TN A THREE SECTION WATCH STATUS FOR |
THE PAST 1l MONTHS.
H. LEADERSHIP AND EXPERTENCE LEVEL CORNSIDERED MARGINAL BUT NOTHING

!
12 RMSN ALLOWED, 25 ON BOARD. | 1 |

T. AT 0812347 JUN NAVCOMMSTA GREECE INTERCEPTED INITIAL LIBERTY ATTACE
REPORT FROM THE USS SARATOGA ON THE CINCUSNAVEUR FOL,O04 VOICE EI-COMM NET.
THTS WAS PBT 1N TTY FOMT AND RELAYED VIA NAVC@MPNET ANBE: XRA BEST: AS 4
NG DTG MSG, NAVCOMMSTA GREECE TIME OF FILE 12397/8: JUN. SUBGEQUENT 70 THE |
INITTAL. REPORT, SARATOGA AND NAVCOMMSTA GREECE PASSER ALL AMPLIFY

i
| | |
INFC OBTATNED VIA XRA BCST, HI-G@LM;}_NET, AND DIRECT TIY CIRCUITRY. DUE !
ETBERTY “DESTRUCTION OF CLASSTFIED. MATERIAL ALE COMMUNTCATTONS TO/FROM smj

WAS LE!IICE’E‘D TO: VOICE TRANSMISSTONS.. AFTERJNITIAL ATTACK REPORT THISTA

+SHIFTED ‘F0; BREAMED ANTENNAS: SEND/ RECEIVE TO TMPROVE: SIGNAL QUALITY . UNDER

EXTBEMEILY NOISY CKT C@NDITI@NS. R’ELIABLE COMM WITH SARATOGA:AND LIBERTY {
WERE MATNTATWED BY THIS ACTION ALTHOUGH CIRCUIT DEGRABATION OCCUBEﬁ TO ’.
OTHER STATTONS ON THE NET. NAVCOMMSTA GREECE ASSUMED RELAY EESP.NSZEBILITIE’S

FOR LIBERTY AND COORDINATED SPEED, COURSE, ANP ESCORT RBVU INSTRUCTIONS

'FROM COMSTXTHFLT. COMDESRON 12, ASSIGNED AS ESCORT, TERMINATED FULL PERIOD

ORESTES THISTA AT 0030Z/9 Jur AND RDVU AFFECTED okokz/ 9 JUN. COMDESRON 12
ASSUMED COMM GUARD FOR LIBERTY AND MAJORITY OF TRAFFIC PASSED AFTER RDVU
WAS VTA DIRECT SHIP/SHORE TERMINATION,

». COMDESRON 12 REMATNS TERMINATED NAVCOMMSTA GREECE UNTTE FURTHER

NOTICE. GP-b |

FROM: CTNCUSNAVEUR TO NAVCOMMSTA MOROCCO CONFIDENTIAL 1416282 JUN 67

SUBJ: USS LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS (C)

SESSTON:

|

1. TFOLLOWING QUESTIONS FORWARDED Ol BEHALF GF COURT OF INQUIRY NOW TN [
!

L




A

# ~ | CONS IDENTTAL

A, AT WHAT TIME DID YOU RECEIVE JCS 072230%Z, JCS 080110Z, AND
COMSIXTHFLT 080917Z ALL JUNE AND FROM WHOM?

B. FOR WHOM WAS NAVCOMMSTA MOROCCO ASSIGNED TO PROTECT ON THESE
MESSAGES? HOW AND WHEN DIP YOU DELIVER THEM? '

C. DID YOU RECEIVE THESE MESSAGES FOR DELIVERY TO USS LIBERTY?

IF SO, AT WHAT TIME AND FROM WHOM?

D. WHAT WAS THE GENERAL COMMUNICATION LOAD FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA
DURING THE WEEK OF 4 JUNE? HOW DOEE THIS COMPARE TO AN AVERAGE WEEK oF,
SAY, FEB 19677

E. WHAT IS YOUR WATCH SITUATION? IF ANSWER IS LESS THAN 1 IN 4,
HOW LONG HAS IT BEEN AT THIS TEMPO?

2. SUBMLT REPLIES ASAP BY PRIORITY MESSAGE. GP-k4

FROM: NAVCOMMSTA MOROCCO TO CINCUSNAVEUR CONFIDENTIAL 1L2255% JUN 67
SUBJ: USS LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS (C)

A. YOUR 141628z JUN 67

B, MY 1316592 JUN 67

wfﬂi;ﬁmzlongESZ JUN 67

1. IAW REF A, THE FOLLOWING SUBMITTED:

A. JCS 072230Z INITTALLY REGEIVED FROM SAN PABLO AT 080523Z.
RECEIVED AGATN FROM WASHDC 081959Z. JCS 080110Z RECELVED. FROM WASHDC
AT 080430Z, COMSIXTHFLT 080917%Z ﬁECEIVEb FROM COMSIXTHFLT AT TPZ.

B. JCS 0722305: NAVCOMMSTA MOROCCO DELIVERY RESPONSIBILITY FOR
COMSIXTHFLT ON INITIAL RECEIPT AND SENT TO COMSTXTHFLT VTA DIRECT
CIRCUIT AT 080724Z. SECOND RECELPT, MOROCCO HAD DELIVERY RESPONSIBILITY
FOR LIBRERTY AND CTF 67. SENT TO SAN PABLO FOR FURTHER DELIVERY TO ASMARA
AT 082012Z FOR LIBERTY, AND TO NAPLES FOR DELIVERY T0 CTF 67 AT 082135%.
Jes OSOllO.MOBOCGO HAD DELIVERY RESPONSIBILITY FOR COMSIXTHFLT. SENT

TO COMSTXTHFLT VEA DIRECT CIRCUIT AT 080639Z. COMSIXTHFLT 0800L7Z:

. MDROCE0Q HAD DELIVERY RESPONSTBILITY FOR USS. LIBERTY. SENT TO SAN PABLO

FOR FURTHER DELIVERY TO ASMARA 081100%Z.
C. JES Q72230%: AS NOTED ABOVE SECOND RECEIPT WAS FOR LIBERTY AT

0819597 FROM WASHDC. COMSIXTHFLT 080917Z RECEIVED 081050% FROM COMSIXTHFLT

-




CONFIDENTIAL

D. DURING PERIOD 4-10 JUNE HTGH PRECEDENCE MESSAGE TOTALS MOUNTED
RAPIDLY WITH PEAK OCCURRING 8 JUNE. DUE TO IMPOSITION OF MINTMIZE BY
USCINCEUR ON 5 JUNE THERE WAS A STGNIFTCANT REDUCTION IN ADMINTSTRATIVE |

TRAFFIC WHICH PARTIALLY COMPENSATED. AS NOTED IN REFERENCE B, FLEET RELAY

’ TRAFFIC WAS ALMOST THREE TIMES THAT OF AN EQUAL PERIGD IN FEBRUARY 67.
|

‘ B, COMMERCED ONE TN THREE WATCHES ON 5 JUNE I ANTICTPATION -
INCREASED COMM LOAD.

F. REF C REFERS ALSO. GP-4
FROM: CINCUSNAVEUR TO USASTRATCOMFAC ASMARA CONFIDENTTAL 1h16272 JUN 67

SUBJ: USS LIBERTY COMMUNIGATIONS (¢)

1. ON BEHALF OF AND TO ASSIST NAVY COURT OF INQUIRY NOW TN SESSION PLEASE

FURNISH ANSWERS TO FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
A. AT WHAT TIME WAS COMSIXTHFLT 080917Z JuN RECEIVED AT YOUR STATION

FOR RELAY TO NAVCOMMSTA ASMARA" AND FROM WHOM?
B. WAS YOUR STATION HANDLING AN ABNORMALLY LARGE AMUHT OF HIGH

PRECEDENCE MESSAGE TRAFFIC ON 8 JUNE 677 IF SO, STATE ROUGHLY THE
PERCENTAGE TNCREASE OVER A ROUTINE DAY.
C. AT WHAT TIME DID YOUR STATION RELAY COMSIXTHFLT ©080917Z JUN 67 TO

NAVCOMMSTA GREECE? AT WHAT TIME DID YOU RECEIVE IT BACK FROM NAVCOMMSTA

GRERCE? AT WHAT TIME DID YOU RELAY IT TO NAVCOMMSTA ASMARA?

2; REQUEST REPLY ASAP BY PRIORITY MESSAGE. COMMENTS IN ADDITION TO

ABOVE. QUESTTONS INVITED, GP-4

FROM: CO USASTRATCOM FAC ASMARA ETHIOPTA TO CINCUSNAVEUR CONFIDENTIAL

1505207 JUN 67
SUBJ: USS LIBERTY COMMUNIGATIONS ()

REF: CINCUSNAVEUR MSG 1Lk1627Z JuW 67 (PASEP)
1. COMSIXTHFIT MSG 0809172 JUN &7 WAS RECEIVED BY THIS STATION FOR RELAY i
|

TO NAVCOMMSTA ASMARA AT 081200% JUN 67. IT WAS RECEIVED FROM MAJOR RELAY

STATTON SEVILLE SPATN.

2. THIS STATTION WAS HANDLING AN ABNORMALLY LARGE AMOUNT OF:HIGH BRECEBRENCE.

MESSAGE TRAFFIC ON 8 JUN 67. THE FOLLOWING IS THE MESSAGE TRAFFIC RATE

ISR N |




FLASH 0
TMMEDTATE 649
PRIORITY ATT0
ROUTINE 2682

TOTAL 5109

SESSTON:

AND AT WHAT TIME?

ASMARA FLEET BROADCAST

FOR A ROUTINE DAY AND 8 JUN 67:

ROUTINE DAY (L MAY 67)
NR OF FPCT OF
MSGS DISTR

0
12.7
34.8
52.5

3. COMSIXTHFLT MSG 080917Z JUN 67 WAS RELAYED TO WAVCOMMSTA GREECE AT
081215z JUN 67. IT WAS RECEIVED BAGK FROM NAVCOMMSTA GREECE AT 081503Z
JUN 67 AND RELAYED TO NAVCOMMSTA ASMARA AT 0815162 J 67. GP-h

FROM: CINCUSNAVEUR TC NAVCOMMSTA ASMARA CORFIDENTIAL 1L1626Z JUN 67
SUBT: USS LIBERTY COMMINICATIONS (C)
1. FOLLOWING QUESTIONS FORWARDED ON BEHALF OF COURT OF INQUIRY NOW IN

A. AT WHAT TIME WERE THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES RECEIVED AT YOUR STATIOH

(1) Jes 072230% JUN 672

(2) Jcs 080110Z JUN 677
‘(3) COMSIYTHFLT 080917Z JUN 672
B. FROM WHAT RELAY STATION DID YOU RECEIVE THE MESSAGES IN QUESTION

C. WHAT WERE YOUR "IN-HOUSE" HANDLIN: TIMES FOR THE ABOVE MESSAGES?

D. ACCORDING TO YGUR ]I‘!FO,. AT WHAT TIME DPID USS LIBERTY SHIFT TC THE

(IRET) ?

2. SUBMIT REPLIES ASAP BY PRIORITY MESSAGE. GP-4
! FROM: NAVCOMMSTA ASMARA T® CINCUSNAVEUR CONFIDENTTAL 141956Z JUN 67

USS LIBERTY COMMUNICATIONS

{ A.. YOUR 141626Z JUNE 67

1. IAW REF A FOLL DATA IS SUBMITTEDR

J A. JGS 0722307 JUNE 67 WAS RECEIVED BY THISTA AT 082125% JUN 67

f
W

B. JCS 0801162 JUN 67 CANNOT LOCATE ANY RECORD WHICH WOULD TEND TO
INDICATE RECEIPT OF THIS MESSAGE TO DATE. HAVE INSPECTED FILED

PAGE COPIES AND TAPE REELS OF ALL CIRCULTS TERMINATING THISTA FROM |

CONFIDENTIAL

8 JUNE 67

NR OF PCT OF PCT OF ’
MS@Es DISTR TNCREAS

198 2.5 INDETERMINATE

2388 30.2 268

3860 49.0 At g

1hh7 18.3 -85

7893 ' sk

FOR PLACING ON THE NAVCOMMSTA ASMARA BCST BEING GUARDED BY WSS LIBERTY:

|
|
N
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| the LIBERTY did not receive JCS 080110Z; that JCS 0722307, being & prierity

- | cgi‘!b.{u,‘;;ﬁ £i4n
0800007 TO DATE WITHOUT SUCCESS.
€. COMSTXTHFLT 100917Z JUN 67 WAS RECEIVED BY THISTA AP 0815102.
2, JC5 072230Z JUNE 67 AND COMSIXTHFLT 0R0917Z JUNE 67 WERE RECEIVED FROW
THE MAJOR DCS HELAY STATION ASMARS (H.S. ARMY STRATEGIC COMMUNICATTONS
FACTLI?IES, ASMARA) AT THE TIMES LISTED PARAS 3A AND C ABOVE,
3, 1IN HOUSE HANDLING TIMES WERE:
A, JC3 072230Z JUN 67 -- 16 MINUTES
'B. COMSIXTHFLT 080917Z JUN 67 -- 15 MINOTES
4. USS LIBERTY SHIFTED TO JRTT AT Q7Q001Z JUNE 67.
GP-4 :
BT
Q. Captain, will you new give your conclusions drawn from the answers

reeceived from your queries?
A. Yes sir, the queries have confirmed informatien already available that

message in competition with all the FLASH and OP TMMEDTATE messages, did net
get on the Asmara Broadeast until too late; that COMSIXTHFLA e 08@9}.72 alse
did not get on the Asmara Broadeast until too late. I econclude slse that
there was a tremendous surge of high precedence traffiec injected into the
commmication 'syatem. For exsmple, on 8 June alone HAVCOB@ESI‘A Greece
handled 250 Flash messages, about 1500 operational immedjate messages,.

and a teotal ef 10,499 of all types of mesgages. Although the communication
system was heavily loaded, it 4id not breakdown and umdoubtedly we had
reader saturation rather than commmications saturation. My finsl
conclusien is that the gueries confirm previous information as regards
pexrsonnel in that the eommnlcation system eontinues te be short in beth
manning level and experlenae level, -

CAPT RAISH: Gentlemen, in addition to the foregeing, I have here additienal
irformation thet was assembled et the request of the JCGS Fae.t“fj.-nding group
headed by MGEN Russ, This informatien is in the form of complications of
messages handled by NAVCOMMSTA Greece, NAVCOMMSTA Morecco, I\IAVCGIQMSTA Asmara,
NAVCOMMUNIT Londomr, This informestien was compiled for the fi::'&ﬁ;~ 12 days of
June for comparison purposes. We have compiled similar information for a
similar periocd, namely 1-12 Fehb, This is to give you an illustratien of the
burden eﬁ the syetem during this eritieal time as compered to normal
operaticne,for example for the first 12 days in Februasry NAVCOMMSTA Greece
hendled 69,122 messages,for the first 12 deys in Jume FAVCOMMSTA Greece
handled 1,190 flach messages, CGentlemen, the same comparison is made on
all the atations and the ebjectives ia to demonstrate te you the strain on
the system at this time. I shall now read these inte the record,
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MENORANDUM FOR RADM KIDD DATED 16 JUNE 1967 FROM CAFT L. R. RAISH, TUSH,
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF SPAFF, COMMUNICATICNS,

1, ENCLOSED ARE COMMUNICAT JONS MESSAGE HANDLING FIGURES FOR SELECTED

NAVAL COMMUNICATION STATICNS INIFHE EUROPEAN ARFA DURING THE PERIOD 1 JUNE-
12 JUNE 1967, FOR COMPARISON PURPOSES A COMPILATION HAS EFEN MADE FOR A
STMTILAR PERIGD IN FEBRUARY 1967,

2. THE APTACHED TNFORMATION WAS ASSEMBLED AT THE REUQEST OF THE JCS FACT

FINDING GROUP HEADED BY MGEN RUSS. IT IS FORWAEDED TO YOU AS A MATTER

OF INTEREST. . -
Very respectfully,

/8/ L. R. RAISH

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF

L S o e S NI R,

COMMENTC AT TONS

NAVAT, COMMUNICATTION STATION GREECE

I. MBSSAGE HANDLED

1FEB 5,901 1 JON 10187178
2 FEB '6,775 2 10, 702
3 FEB 6,240 3 JUN 10,119
4 FEB 5,506 A JON 8,113
5 FEB 3,892 5 JUN 8,414

© 1468




TOTAL

6 FEB 5,160

5,941
8 FEB #,63521

.7 FEB

9 FEB 6,539
10 FEB 6,935
11 FEB 5,293

12 FEB 4,119

69,102

TOTAL

6 Ju 9,906
7 JUN 9,750
g JUN 10,074 |
9 JUI 9,959
10 JUN 10,499
11 Juny 8,073

12 JUN 7,835

113,622

NAVAL COMMUNICATION STATTON MOROCCO

145

1 J8% 11,317
2w 10,871
3 JUN 9,991
Iy JUN 8,049
5 JUN 8,794

CORFIDENTIAL

TT. FLASH MESSAGES HANDLED
5 J0 96
6 Juy 206
T JuN  11h
8 Jm 251
9 JuN 182
16 JﬁN___g&;
TOLELS0 1,190
IIT. SERVICE MESSAGES HANDLED
5 JUN 134
6o 218
7 Ju0 162
8 Juw 181
9 JuN 181
10 JuN _ 179
- TOTAL 1,955
T. MESSAGES HANDLED
1 FEB 7,596
2 FEB 7,663
3 FEB 83083
4L FEB 7,870
5 FEB 6,283
s
) g - S




el

IIT.

L

6 FEB
7 FEB
8 FEB
9 FEB
10 FEB

11 FEB

6,943

7,361

8,153
8,058
8,355
7,393

12 FEB 5,205

TOTAL 87,963

FLASH MESSAGES HANDLED

5 JuN 23
6 Juw 16
T JEN 23
8 Jguw 12k
g Jaf 12
10 JoN 3
TOTAL 203
SERVICE ‘MESSAGES HANDLED
5 JoN 109
6 JuN 107
7 JuN 133
8 Jon 258
9 JU¥ 52
10 Jm 90
TOTAL Th9

TO

6 JUN

7 JUN
8 JuN
9 JUN
10 JON
11 Jun
12 JUN

TAL

9,636
9.312
11,195
9,878
9,192

T, a2

8,771

11k,928

NAVAL, COMMUNICATION STATION SPAIN

MESSAGES HANDLED

1 FEB
2 FEB
3 FEB
4 FEB
5 FEB
6 FEB

7 FEB

6,873
7,182
7,639
6,645
b, u6T
5,906
6,620

1 JUN
2 JuN
3 JUN
L JuN
5 JUN
6 JuN

¢ s

9,023
9,418
8,184
5,990
7,224
7,073
7,191

CONFIDSHTIAL
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8 ¥EB 7,351 8 Jun 8,409
O FEB 7,796 9w 7,3k
10 FEB 7,716 10 JUN 6,768
11 ¥EB 6,909 11 JuN 5,885
12 FEB 4,999 12 JU§ 6,561
TOTAT, 50,103 TOTAL 89,068
TI. FLASH MESSAGES HANDLED
J N 30
6Jm 29
[ R
8 Jun 95
9 JuN 13
1o Juw _18
TOTAL 223
III. SERVICE MESSAGES HANDLED
5 JUN 163
6 JUN 155
7 JoN 119
8 Juw 89
9 JUN TI3
10 JN 93
TOTAL 692
NAVAL COMMUNICATION UNIT LONDON
I. MESSAGES HANDLED
1 FEB 968 1 JUN 1,538
2 FEB 927 2 Juoy 1,705
3 FEB 969 3 JUN 1,278
L FEB 872 - b g 909
5 FEB 846 5 Jon 1,406
6 FEB 842 | 6 JUR 72T
7 FEB 695 | ] 7 Jo§ 1,648
8 FEB 7oL 8 Jo8 1,775




II.

TIT. SEBVICE MESSAGES HANDLED

i

9 FEB
10 FEB
111FEBB

12 FEB

POTAL 10,

FLASH MESSAGES HANDLED

818
858
91k

o

367

5 JUH
& JuN
T JON
8 JuN
9 JUH
16 JUN

TOTAL

2
2
20

17

28
7

5 JUN
6 JUN
7 JuN
8 JuN
9 JUN

10 Jui

TOTAL i

155
148

176
292

201

olly

21k

9 JuN

10 JuN

11 JOE

12 JOH

17,845

CONFIDENTIAL
1,589
1,382
1,030

1,268

NAVAL COMMUNICATION STEEEI@N ASMARA

MESSAGES HANDLED

1 FEB
2 FEB
3 FEB
4 FEB
5 FEB
6 FEB
7 FEB
8 FEB

% FEB

1,019
1,233
1,229
1,054

9Tk

828
1,039
1,09

955

%

8 Jun

i

1 Juw

3 JUN
b JuN
5 JUN
6 JUN

T JUN

9 JuN

1,568
1,891
1,696
1,682
1,578
1,575
1379
2,228

Y, 257
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10 FEB 880 10 JON 1,430
11 FEB 772 11 Jow 1,39
12 FEB  _ 925 12 JON 1,275

TOTAL 12,002 TOTAL - 19,6%

Capbtain RAISH was asked the folleowing questions from court members:

Q. Wnat is the significance relative teo the Naval communications syztem's
eapability of this inereased volume of message traffic?

A, This reflects in my opix;iern the manner in whieh the Favy persennel
rise to the ocecasien when c¢alled upen becense this tre:géndeus traffic load
was handled by the same personnsl without augmentation. TFhe gratifying
thing is that under this surge of traffic, I am not prepared to say how
rmuch of ‘& surge we could have taken before the rsystam had becoma
saturated; however, considering the circumstances, the commmmicatien

ayesten was clearly responsible to the operatiemal requirements of the time,

CAPT RAIS: Genmtlemen, to assist yom in evaluating all these high
precedences from ACP 121, an offic;ial Defense Department pﬁbl‘ic{ajiﬁ:ian,

is available, - |

COUNSEL TOlTEE BOARD: This will be marked exhibit 46 and received into
evidence as exhibit 46. Captain Raish, I will notr sk yeu"’fo read
exaibit 46 as 1t will e appended to the record,

CAPT RATISH: T wounld like to call your attention to one peint to.
illustrate what I meen by definint flash, Flash is reserved for initial

enemy centact messages of extreme urgency,brevity is mendetery,




|
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If one stetion handles 251 flash messages in one day it is ebvieus that
the use of precedences is being abused. I ecall this subjeect te your

attention because it was not unusual for high precedence messages to be of a

+ character going back to the queries and answers a conclusion

very lenghl
| cen be drewn that is confirmed that the experience level and the menning

level is low in the NAVCOMMSTAs prebably academic throughout the serviees

i and must be taken into account when a erisis developes.

Guestiens from Capt Lauff:

Q. OFf the total traffic load indieated of Radio Armara during the

period 4 to 9 June approximately how many of those messages had 7to be
introducted on to the JIATT civeult which provided the principle means of
commumications with the USS LIBERTY? '

A. The JIATT broadeast was relatively light during this time and hed ne
more than 500 messages that is 300 to 500 total first run traffic daily
during that peried. vy |

8. IEven though the leoad on the broadcé.st Asmars was light this doss not

mean in itself that a pricrity message would get on that broadeast in a

prierity fashion. Such a message would first have to compete with all the

flash and op immediate traffic and prierities ahead of it in the system he

before it gets to Asmara.

Captain Raish was warned not to discuss his testimony aund exeused.

CDR C.G. JORGENSEN? USN? Staff CINCUSMAVEUR was called as a witness,
was svorn in and advised of his rights pursuant to Article 31, UCMT and
testified as follows:

Q. What is your duby om CINCUSNAVEUR Staff?

A. I am a Canmand Center Duty Officer, sir.

Q. Directing your attention to 8 June 1967 at or about 2330 through

0800, where you at this time?
A, I was the Command Center Duly Officer.

Q. In the capacity of Ceommand Penter Duty Officer were you advised of

any ineident involving the USS LIBERTY?

A. Yes, Sir -

Q. I ask you now 1If you have a chromological incident repert of the

SR
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watch that you stood on that day?

A, I bave a chronological run down of ineident to the LIBERTY.

Q. Regquest the reporter mavk this exhibit 47 and I introduee it inmto
evidence as exhibit 47, CBR will you now read exhibit L7.

A, M‘E}MGRANBUM Frem: Contingency Wateh Team, To: CINCUSNAVEGR, VIA:
Deputy Chief of Steff, dated 12 June 1967/N62 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
subj: USS LIBERTY Tncidems |

1. The following is a reconstructien of the sequence of events prior to
and after i'eceipt of JCS 080110% by the Contingency Watch Team composed

by Captain R.D. STEELE (Duty Gaptain), Cemmander G.D. JORGENSEN (Command

Center Duty Officer), an& Lieutena.nt..E.L. GALAVOPTI (N3 Duty 0fficer) for
the period of 2230Z, 7 Jume to 0630Z, 8 June. '

TIMES EVENTS

072%350Z  Major BREELGVE, JRC WASHDC, called the CINCUSNAVEUR Command
Center om the VOCGM and asked to speak to the Operations Duty
officer. LT GALAVOTTI, the N3 Duty Officer, took the call. Major
EREELOVE gave him a verbal directive tolikavelibhe USS LIBERTY
comply with the latest COMSIXTHFIT operating area restrictions as
delineated in the last sentence, paragraph 2, of COMSIXTHFLT
message 0715052 untii further notice; that is, not to operate
closer than 100 nautical miles to Israel, Syxria, UAR, or closer

than 25 pautical miles teo Cyprus. Major BREELOVE, when questioned

did not have a message da'be/'time group, birb sald a message would
follow later.
LT GALAVOTTI then infarﬁed the Duty Captainj CAPT STEERLE.
The Command Center Duty 0fficer was aware of the message, and
" that LT GALAVOTTT, under CAPT STEELE's direction, was originating
a message to COMSIXTHFLT.
080001Z LT GALAVOTFI and CAPT STEELE were ready with their message to

COMBTXTHFLT W
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0800107

0800302

e e L N

0P SECT

EVENTS

CDR JORGENSEN and CAPT STEELE advised CAPT HANLEY of the call

from Major BREELOVE, and of the message which had been drafted

for release Lo COM3IXTHFLT.

CAPT HANLEY directed us to hold up release of the mesSsSage.
He was coneerned because JRC eame direet to CINCUSNAVEUR with
only a verbal direetive and without a date/time group of a
message and had. by-passed USCINCEUR. He wanted something more

conerete than just a phone eall since we had been burned in the

past when a phene cell directive was not backed up with a message.
CAPT HANLEY directed the Command Center Duty Officer to c:a:L_'L_
USCINGETUR, advise them of the phone cell from Major BREELOVE,
and that we were ready to comply, and __reques*t:ed that USCINCEUR
confirm this directive with JRC and get us a date/time group.
CAPH HANLEY further stated that we were to release our message

to COMSIXTHFLT if we received the date/time group frem USCINCEUR.

The Command Center Duty Officer, as direected, ealled USCINCEUR
and advised LCOL WAGNER of the eall from Major BREELOVE. The
above information from CAPT HANLEY was passed. LCOQL WAGNER said

he would ceall hback,

The Command Duty Officer ealled USCINCEUR, LCOL RUSSELL, and
asked what action had been teken on the USS LIBERTY. LCOL
RUSSELL asked whet action CINCUSNAVEUR had taken and was advised
that we were still waiting for a eall back from LEOL WAGNER.

The Gommand Duty 0ffiecer then sugg.ested. that'LCOIj RUSSELL call
Major BREELOVE, get a ds.te/‘tinie group, or give us a directive

(date/time group) from USCINCEUR.

ILCOL RUSSELL called back shortly with JCS date/time group
080110%Z. As he was relaying this information the Duty Yeoman
handed the JCS 080110Z message, which had just been received,

to CDR JORGENSEN,

% b gl
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0803252
{cont'd)

0803552

.‘ 0804107

0805072

080515Z

=g

e e

EVENTS

The Command Center Duty Offiecer then had communiecations
set up a Teleeon to COMSIXTHFLT so that he eould talk to

COMSIXTHFLT's staff duty officer.,

Considerable delay was eaused by atmospherie difficulties.
After being unable to establish a Telecon elrculit CDR
JORGENSEN had the radio operator cbn’tac't COMSIXTEFLE by SSB
and reguest a Telecon with the Staff Duty Officer as soon as

possible.

Two way Telecon was esbablished, with COMSIXTHEFLT still having
difficulty receiving CINCUSNAVEUR. CDR SLUSSER, COMSTXTHFLT
Steff Duty Officer, informed CDR JORGENSEN they aid not hold
Jes 080110Z. CDR JORGENSEN passed it to him three times

before receiving an aekﬁowiedéement at 04hoZ. He followed this
immedistely with a wirenete "FREM CINCUSNAVEUR CGMMAND DUTY
OFFICER TO COMSIXTHFLT DUTY GFFICER BE ADVISED TAKE JCS 0801107

FORAC. OFFICIAL MESSAGE FOLLOWS.™

CDR SLUSSER advised CDR JORGENSEN didn't held JCS T337/672230%Z

(Reference A to JCS 080110Z) and requested a copy. Since
CINCUSNAVEUR did not hold JCS O72230Z CDR SLUSSER vas advised

that we would call USCINCEUR for it

CDR SIUSSER was advised that CINCUSNAVEUR FORAC message was

0804 55%.

After talking to LCOL RUSSELL at USCINCEUR, CDR JORGENSEN
sent the following message to CDR SLUSSER “RECEIVED FROM

USCINCEUR FOR YOUR INFO JCS 0722307 WAS GENERAL GUIDE LINES
B DISTANGE RESTRICTIONS

CONCERNING "USS LIBERTY" OP AREA WI
FROM MID EAST COUNTRIES. HAS SINCE BEEN OVERTAKEN BY EVENTS
AND THUS CENCELLED. THE RESTRICTTONS IN JoS 080110Z ARE MORE

STRINGENT., "
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0805217 Received recéipt for above.
2. The times and events listed in paragraph 1 indicate every action the
watch team teoek within its authority to insure that the USS LIBERTY
received the new operating restrictions as expeditiously as possible.
| 3. This statement is submitted after a gareful review of all logs kept
by each individual wateh team member and censtitutes the events as they ltock
place. Signed: CAPT R.D, STEELE, USN CDR G.D. JORGENSEN, UsSN
LT E.L. GALAVOTTI, USN I |

The witness was duly wayned and, withdrawa.




[that the- summation.must'be f:1:1 impartial argiient and pot amount to partissn

Gentlemen: The JAG Manual provides that the respemsibility of Counsel for
the Court is te explolt all practicable sources of information and to brimg
out. all facts in am impartial mamner without regerd to the favorable or un-
favorable effect on persons concermed.

I believe that the record of proeeedimngs of this Court of Imguiry will
reflect that all facts amd informetien which sre eveilsble concerming the
inprovoked attack om USS LIBERTY en 8 June 1967, have been brought to your

atbention.
The only remainﬁﬂg1resp§nsibllity which I have, while this Court is in
session, is to give summatiam of the evidence intréduced ebgerving the caveat

advocacy.
Even though I intend to temper my remarks withim the perephrial limits of

such & guide lime, T must comfess howsver, that. after livimg imbtimately with
the facts of this case for the past week, I have become more and more sppalled
that sueh a ﬁ#ﬁg?ﬂ?‘should;hawe aver occurred. Therefore, Ishall attempt

to syn@psize~ﬁhosé salient facts which have influenced my jadgement in this
summation. '

You have heard testlmeny and viewed 1ncontrovertible documentary evidence
which establlshed the following factual setting:

USS LIBERTY, pietured, defined and- described in James Fightdmg Ships as an
hnarmed U.S. Navy techiical research:ship, deployed to the.Mb&iterranean
pursuant to officlal orders amd, or 8 Jume 1967, was on statieniin aceordance
with such orders. However, the Commanding Officer, USS LIBERTY, had mot beea
appraised that LIBERTY's orders had beem modified, apparently because of‘éﬁe
iddle East Wer sc, imstead of the previously assigned area of opsration
eing ininteruational wa$e£s.contiguous to the coast of the Ualted Arab
Republie, the modification providéd for removal to an ares of operation 100
miles from the coast. The evidemce clearly reflects that any ‘dereliction
for USS LIBERTY net having knowledge of the medificatica in orders is net
attributable to LIBEBTY. Nor is there amy svidence of prebative wvalune -

esteblishing culpability im mon-receipt.
- Aceordimgly, no matter what comclusionms are reached as to the cause of the
incident, the horrendous inmpset of the effect showld disturb even the most

impassioaesd.

T will not depiect agaim the awesome combined firepower of the aireraft and
torpede boats which was brought to bear on this helpless veé%éi resulting

in inordimate Injuries amnd loss of life to her perscnrsl.

In comnclusion, I respectfully submit that USS LIBERTY wrote amother chapten
in the great heritage of Navy gallantry and that her persomdel, from
Commanding Officer to the most junior seamam, deserve the highest accolades amd
clknowledgement it is possible to bestow for‘their valer and acts of courage.

As3

e anpeemmaam—— W




s ﬁmther witnesses were called and the President clesed the Ceurt
at 1645, 16 June 1967 in erder te deliberate and prepare findings
ef faect.
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‘PROCEEDINGS
The Ceurt ef Ingniry‘aéﬁgriencedlno mmusual difficulties ineident

te canaucting the subjeét proceedings excépt for th& nacésssity of
investigating such a majer navael disaster ef imtarn&tiaﬁél significance

in an exbremely abbreviated time frame. However, because of the high

degree of cosperastisn and assistance rendered by'USS LIBERTY persennsl

in cenjunctien with the eutstanding psrfermance of duty ;vinced by
clerical persennel assigned te the ceurt, it was p@ssiblé te cemplete the
preparatien of the recerd eof preceedings in the all@ted‘ieriod ef time.
Tn regard teo the affrementioned exemplary perfermance bf elerical
persomnel, special recegnitien is given te Jeeray SPEHCER, YHC,

CTINCUSNAVEUR Staff and Rebert W. JOHNSON, YN2, COMFATRMED Staff..

The following FINDINGS are enumerated as a recitatiem ef these facts
established by the svidence of recerd; hewever, in thss§ areas of intérest
wherein the Ceurt could net affirmstively establish a faet fPar se, an
estensible supportabie inference was stated.

The Ceurt, after ingulring inte &ll the facts and circumstanees
cennected with the ineident which eccasiened the inquirﬁ,'an@ having

censidered the evidence, Tinds as fellews:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Available evidence cembines te indicate the attack ;n LIBERTY en
8 June was in fact a case of mistaken identity. |

2., The calm cenditiens and slow ship speed may well haée nade the

| Americen Flag difficult te identify.

3. The ship's westerly heading at the time ef attack - in the general

directien of Egyptian perts may have reinferced alementg af deubt in the
minds of the several Israell pilets whe lesked the shipj@ver in the
ferenoen. 5

4. The celers were shet dewn early in the actien and Wére replaced
prier te the PT atbtack. 1

5. The immediste cenfused milling arsung astern f@ll@wéd_by peaceful
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evertures by the attacking surface forces after launching enly two

torpedos of the six presumed available (two on each PT beat), indicate
these craft may well have Identified the colors for the first time when
they got in close enough to see clearly through the smoke and flames

billewing, at times above the mast head.

6. There are no a¥ailable indications that the attack was intended

against a U. S. Ship.
7: LIBERTY's pesitien at the time of the attack has been previously

these changes were not knewn te the ship before the attack took place.
The reasons thess messages were not known to the ship can be determined

in all instances execept for one. Since LIBERTY records and knowledgeable

personnel were lost in the action, it is impossible to determine the
disposition of the messpge . |

8. The communication delays and mis-reuting errors which caused these
several nen-deliveries cembined with delays in initiating fellew-up

actions on operatienal Instructions received, all combtributed te the shiﬁ

detailed accounting of the five pertinent messages are attached as

appendicies one through five.

9. The absence of any identifiable threat e the ship apparently caused

the foregeing referred te operational actions to be taken and implemented
in routine menner, i.e., without reserting to highest precedence (¥lash)

traffic.

10. WSS LIBEBTY'%&%;éssigned technieal reqearch tasks to be performed in
the eastern Mediterranesn by the.J@ﬁnt Ghiéfs ef Staff. LIBERTY first
became aware of this new tasking.whgn‘she received sai®ling orders frem
Abidjan en the Ivery Geast on the 2hth day of May 1967. The precise

tasking by which LIBERTY was ordered to depart Abidjan is significant.

In this tasking language, LIBERTY'Was directed to proceed te her néw
operating area in the eastern Msditerransan via Rota for picﬁsugzof

specifics at "best speed.”
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11. IIBERTY received her basic operatienal and mission guldance from

the JCS threugh her new operational chain in JCS 011545%Z, TLIRERTY

proceded to comply.
12. The Cemmanding Officer, USS LIBERTY conducted the operations ef his

ship in accordance with the intent of directives received by him.

The operating arsa of LIBERTY on § June was in accordance with the announce

ments of intended movement promulgated by the Commanding OGfficer USS

LIBERTY. Such operating areas were normel to the accomplishment of
LIBERTY's missien. Thess announcements were addressed te, and presumably
received, by all seniors in the chain of LIBERTY's eperational command.
LIBERTY received ne directive, prior to the attack, that higher authority
desired that the ship operate at least 10¢ miles from the ceastline of
the UAR.

13. IIBERTY responded to her newly assigned missisn by departing Abidjan

prompily within seme four heurs from the time of reeceipt of her sailing

orders. LIBERTY experienced minor engineering difficulties enroute

Rota which caused her arrival there somewhat later than originally planned. |

On departyre Rota, LIBERTY filed her movement report and declared therein ( .

(
|
3
/

her intentican to make best speed in compliance with the JCE detailed tasking

assignments set forth in JCS message dtg 011545% ane 1967. Tt is
significant to note that in this JCS’ﬁgsking, two tiga frames were
identified, one covering the peried between 1 June through 8 June, the
second covering the peried @ June te 30 June. During the first peried
(1 through 8 June), LIBERTY's movements were prescribed by the JCS te
cover her transit aleng the north African litteral; and therein were
prescribed minimum celosest peints of approach alloewed to national maritime
beundaries. Théﬁ%erminal peint in this 1 thraugh 8 June time frame was te
be a navigationﬁl positien at latitude 32 Nerth, longitude 33 East.

The secend time framé addressed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, assigned
LIRERTY an eperating area bounded on the Nerth by latitude 32 Nerth, the
north African/Isragli littoral on the south and between longitudes 33
Fast and 3% East, Tt might Well‘occur to some that LIBERTY's attack
eccurred on 8 June, which weould have placeq her cansidsréb;y farther te

the North of the African coast, had she conformed explicitly with the

[
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reports. of pesitien and intent whieh advised superioers of her plans to
anticipate arrival em station - that is, te arrive semewhat earlier than
prescribed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Mereover, LIBERTY advised
superiors of her specifiec intentiens to proceed to and aperate in the

cleogser of the two areas to the north African coast - that is seuth of

latitude 32 nortﬁ. ¥Finelly im this regard, LIBERTY reported her |
arrival at her final destination to apprepriate addressees.
14. It is understeed frem representatives of the JCS Fact Finding Group
that it was receipt of LIBERTY's 7 June SITREP/POSIT report whieh stated her
final dastination which prompted coneern in the JRC as to her preximity to
the African coast en the night of Jung the 7Tth. This concern by respensible
autherities, whe Initially has tasked LIBERTY, resulted in fellew-on aections
and direetives to the ship whieh were either nsver received &r were
transmitted en the fleet breoadeast from NAVCOMMSTA Asmsrs after the attack
has taken placa.
15. Pertinent te the findings of faet is the matter ¢f communicatien
conditions regarding USS LIBERTY during the period 1 and 8 June. The
ship is knowh not to have received at least five messages sent prier te
the attack, each of which was not enly importanmt but, in that respeet,

she evewTs g '
eritieal tolwhich terminated in the aggrav&t€dd attack en this ship on
June the Bth.
16. Higher authority medified LIBERTY's orié@nal operational guidance
between June first and the attack om the eighth, whieh, if she had
received it, would have resulted in hsr baing%further ng—shore.

17. Cembinatien and compounding of meny delayed cemmutiieatien

deliveries related te LIBERTY ineident denied the ship the benefit of
command decisieons aetually madelpriarlts the attack which, ameng other ;
things, weuld have caused the ship, as o minimum, t® be heading further
off-shore from her 081200Z actual positien.
18. Pre-attack everflights of LIBERTY:

(First air attack-eeemvnefat 1403 lecal)

Unidentified aircraft cireled LIBERTY at::
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0850 (5 heurs 13 minutes prier t@-—v‘_‘a.tj:-ack-‘) (080742Z refers) \
1056 (3 héu?s 7 minutes prier to attack) ‘
1126 (ehuur,s 37 minates prier to at-tack:)}ipe)loeez refers ‘J
Hull markings ﬁer@ clean and freshly painted - ensign was flying frem

a foremast halyard.

19. Aircraft_attack on LIBEETY.

Atﬁack initiated by single gireraft, making a run similar o previeus
everflights. First warning that this aireraft had attacked ship was a
rocket Expl@sien:abaft thtgbridge, port side. In five of sffﬁgtt&eks,
frem varieus angles, twe or mere jeot aircraft at a time conducted
strafing, rocket and incendiary attackss.

20. Meter Terpedd: Bost attack en LIBERTY.

Twenty minutes fellowing air aiﬁaék, MTB's closed ship te a pesitien

2000 yards en starboard quarter end signalled ship by fléghing light. At 3

this time ship had been making turns for FLANK speed for 9 minutes (Estima—i
ted SOA 15-17 kmatg). Helidey ensign was flyimg frem the starbeard yarda.rml
for aﬁ;least five minutes bgfgra torpede attack was launehed. LIBERTY 50
eal.‘éuns openad fire while the MTS was gsignalling. The t@rpeda attack

was launched shertly after the MTBs were fired upen, and MmBs strafed the

ship with maghine gun firegas, st lesst, ene MTB passed dewn the starbosrd

gide.

ple, foers ®£ assistance.

Post air attack signalling by MISs (before torpede attack), may have

been an offer of assistance.

Thirty minutes after attacking LIBERTY g@e‘MmBs‘signalled in English,

"Do you need help?” - ]
Twe hours snd 10 minutes afber torpeds atﬁﬁek C@ hours 40 minutes
after air attack) an fggaali hele apparently offered assistance.
Israeli defense foreces reporfed they cenducted air and surface l
' |
|
i

gsearches for survigprs at the scene of the attaek respending te a U. S.

reguest.

|
22. Greups of up te two and three jet énd prepeller airceraft began ceming é
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sut from shere and circling ship at altitudes ranging frem 500 up te

several thousand feet at about eight hund#igd local on dey of attack. Planes

in questien were otherwise active over El Arish en Sinal north ceast

which was plainly visible from the ship some sixteen miles off shors. ‘
Ship's navigation was sound and practical, using bearings en minaret |

in Bl Arish and radar range te beach at that peint.

23. The ship‘had exercises at full &. Qf and secured oni% s shert time

prier té the unpreveked attack. After securing frem G. Q., the Commanding

Officer had admenished all hands ever the PA system that large billewing

cleuds of black smoke ashere were evidence of intensé‘militaxy activity,

therefore, crew should be "heads up ball players" as long as she was in

that clesa.

2, From the time of first air attack onward, attackers were well coerd- Q
inated, accurabte and determined. Criss-ecressing recket and maching gun

rans frem beth bews, beth besms, and quarters effectively chewed up entire
tepside ineluding ship eontrol anrd internal communicatiens (seund péwared)

network. Well directed initial alr attacks had wiped eut the ahility of

—~

the f@urA5O cal.. machine guns te be 2ffsctive.
25, PT attack first developed frem starbeard side and was identified zs a
high speed run in. Center and lead PT begen flashing signal light and

very shortly thersafter the Commanding Officer identified the Star of David
flag on this lead boat. LIBERTY's signal light had been shet away requiring
dependence upen ar Aldis lamp te try and penetrate the smeke en the

bearing ef the PTs. A

26. The Commanding Offieer had passed werd to stand by fer terpede attack
and the forward starbeard 50 eal. fired & very shert burst in the directien ﬁ
of the beats on the gunmner's ewn in&%iative; Having seen Israell flag en
the PT, the Csmmanding Officer waved te thé farward gunner to éeaée firing,'
The after starbeard gun, opened up at this peint, with apparently ne ons
pulling the trigger. The bridge ceuld not see thi; gun for smeke and

flame on the starb@érd side, so the Commanding @fficer sent a runnér te

tell him cease fire. Befere this runner ecould reach the after starbsard
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gun, effective high velume f%re from this gun was'peppe;ing the water

cooking off frem intense fire. The gun was seen to be firing with ne

|

|

!
areund the middle PT, It appresrs as though 50 cel. ammunitian was E
|

ens manning it. ’
27. The reaction of all three PTs immediately after launch, when they i
stopped and milled areund clese aboard LIBERTY and then affered help by ’
gignal light, cembine teo indicate thié was the first time the U. 5. largse 5
eslers flying were actually pesitively identified. WNet having signal !
lights available, the Ceommanding Officer then made the internatiemal ’
(

flagheist_meaﬁing, "Wot Under Command.”

28. Flat, calm cenditiens and the slew five kmet patrel speed of LIBERTY in
forenosn when she was being 199E§%lgver initially may well have preduced ’
insuffigient wind fer sﬁ@gming‘cel@rs eﬁeugh te be seen by pilots.

59. USé LTBERTY had installed communieations equi@mgﬁt whese reliability

and degree of sophisticatien preduced e feeling of maximum cenfiderce Ia

operaters, the Communicatiens Officer, asnd the Commanding Officer regarding
the religbility aof reéepti@n en fleet‘braadcasts which minimized the

number of missed mumbers.

36. In amplificatisn eof the preoceeding statement, the superier communi-

catien. capability inherent in LIBERTY's embarked element for technical .
research purpeses cembined with interests of econemy in persennel ‘

have dichated that during LIBERTY's operatien in her praéent eonfiguratien

she used the best embarked equipments and Qarsennal available te serve
beth her technical research requirements as well as cperatienal and

administrative requirements fer the ship itself. The resulting

conselidatieon of functiens feund LIBERTY ergenized internaldly in a way
such that, in the psrsen #f & single efficer we find both LIBERTY's

Gemmunicatien Officer and the Assistant Directer @f;Taehni@al.R@seareh.

This system had W@rgad well. After the atback, thﬂéé'LiBEEﬁY persennel lef
alive whe had been serving in coembined capacities of this sert reported

their cenvietien that sueh practices sheuld ecentinue.
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-scheduli-ng outgoing transmissions _ﬂuring lull periods of research
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31, The aforementioned facts relative to commnication procedural

peculiarities unilque to ships of LIBERTY's mission resulted in the ship '
transmitting, under the scheduling centrol of the reseerch department.

This practif:e permitted optimum performance by'the research department,

activities; furthermore, when available research lull periods were short,

the practice had grown up, ‘quite naturally, to cowbine inbto single

transmission packages all of the outgoing traffic which had accumulated. '
Such procedures ﬁeces-siftated transmissien ¢f eech ships comieatien ’
gaekage under a classification applicable to the highest elassification =!
of any single element within the package itself, Such transmission ‘
packeges. woulkd frequently econtain research material, ship positien

reports, and, periodically, requests for messages missed on the regular

shipbroadca.st\schedule. A bullt-in delay factor exists im this

procedure however, inasmich as not all shore-based terminals are equipped
to accermodate research material. In the case of LIBERTY during the time
peried under consideration, the elosest available ei.i.gibl_e terminal for

LIBERTY research material was NAVSECGRUDET Morocco, rather then NAVC(M&STA
Asmara, vhich happened to be serving LIBERTY as & subscriber at the time
of the attack. The above conditions ai'e detailed to point up eceurrence
of delays. vhich must be antlcn.pa‘ted in any such system. In sunnna.ry, if
LIBERTY had a normal outgelng message requestmg missing sked numbers,

it would fixrst have to wait, under normal circumstances, for !

transmissien during a Jull period. It would next, by virtue of leaving

the ship as part of a package contdingfigs research data, goud

DET Merocco vhere the. eombined commmication packege would be béoken
down in its compenent parts; thirdly, the element of the pagk_a_.ge; requestiqg
retransmission of missed fleet brosdeast numbexfs would then have to be |
sent from NAVCOMMSTA Meroceo back to NAVCAMMSTA Asmare for action,

Asmara, being the transmitting station serving LIBERTY at the time.
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32. Detailed questioning of available surviving communication witnesses

disclosed that LIBERTY had never before found missing messages, subsequently

requested and received, to have been eritical te the ship's operationsl

commitments,
This fact was expleained by ship's personrel as beilng due to the very feww

messages ever missed., This condition was atiributed to superior equipment

in the ship coupled with the fact thaet the ship operated independently

as z regular practice and had not found herself wanting at any time previous.

233, It is important to be aware at this point that there are no logs and

or records available in LIBERTY. There are no cammunicétion officers

left alive with first hand knowledge of the missed message backlog on

8 June. It could only be determined from testimouy that the ship hed
been copying transmissions from NAVCGMMSTA Asmara with no apparent
difficulty from @TO001Z and the time of the attack. One witness who was
on watch on tﬁe Asmsre broadeast between the hours of 0645 and 1615 on
7 June stated that he had logged no missed message numbérs during the
period of his watch and that the reception of the JRAIT broadcast was

exgellent.

34, LIBERTY's technical mission was one that made it necessary, in

exercising the aforementloned close ceoperation, to use minimum electronic

fransmissions and radiatlions on cer#ain frequeneies - radio transmissioné
particularly. LIBERTY was continually subjected teo and used to the
prejudicial efifects such transmissions would have on the degree of
efficiency of her primaryvfﬁnétions. In summary on this point, ships of
LIBERTY's configuration, like submarines, are members a "éilent service"
all ﬁheir OWTe D |
35. It is found that it has been, and continues sténdard practice, in
ships of this type %o eultivate great patience with regards te desires
to get electrical traffic off the ship because of the prejudicial effect
on the ship®*s mission.

It is evident that communications procedures for ships of this type

36,
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.37« On the matter of operational cemtrol of LIBERTY vis a vis the

preCis; direetives to the ship governing tﬁe a@pliéation of ber embarked
capabilities, 1t is important to understand LIBERTY's situation as a
mobile platform, under naval cammand, transperbing eapabilities belonging
to a service or agency other than the Navy. This conditlen and situation,
while not unigque to naval platforms, reguires a complete -awareness and
uﬁderstanding of-the very close coordinationsand cooperationbbétween those

responsibil for operation of and positioning'of the platform itself in

relation to those responsible for the embarked capabiiities. Detadled
testimony diseloses that LIBERTY found absolutely no difficulties
accemodating teo this conditlon, unique within the navy te ships of this

particular type.
38, The on-line erypto cgpability has emgendered a dangerous willingness

to send more-claSsified traffic than in days of manual decoding without
required proportionate increase in experienced supervisory perseunel to
ride herd on traffic. quantum increases. conversely, we‘find often very
inexperienced: personnel being the fi?st te give attention to misrouted
messages.such as those in question,

39, Key messages. critieal to international relations were.not in this
case, parallelled.en other cireuits.

40, High precedence of operational messages ls teo often not enough to
overceme circuit choking resulting from largew§0lumé§5f such as FBIS of

the same precedence cempeting for inexperienced. operator attention at the

same time.

|

|

4. LIBERTYLs;embarked "warting" capabilities. apparently gave. no indicatioJ

of impending. dapger during the period pricr to’the attack.

hE; LIBERTY had experienced periedic reconnaisssnce=oﬁ this-and~§ther :
operatf%g«stations-wﬁich tended to create a feeling of "accepbance without
undue coneern” conditions as they -were on 8 June 1967. .

Reconnaissancé experiences known to LIBERTY and other ships of LIBERTY's

class in other paxrts of the world minimized conecern by LIBERTY personnel
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over recon efforts en 8 June.

13, Commanding Offieer EIBERTY appropriately reported recon early en

|
l
s e !
AM, o§g8 Jgne through henl"loeating_two"a This report was. transmitted ‘
pramptly by ship despite teﬁporary.interfuption of her:mission, at
the dirvection of the Commanding Offiecer, | /
4, Up to the time of the attaeck, testimeny disclosed no reasens to !
abort LIBERTY's mission in saecordance with paragraph 14 of Appendix B ’

to 8M 676-66 of 19 August 1966. ‘I

45, The degrees of coordination and accuracy of the air and surface attacks|
08 A PR L . }
first to wipe out defense and shipboard‘eapabilitiei‘followe& by the

erippling blow of a terpedo.

46. The Israeli aircraft rockets penetrated topside steel easily, leaving

; \ |
roughly five inch holes, with innumerabile shrapnel peck marks on the inside !
of spaces penetrated. 5
i

|

47. The heroism displayed by the Commanding O0fficer, officers and men
of the LIBERTY was exceptional. The Commanding Officer is being
recommended for the Congressional Medal, and the ship for an appropriate

unit citation. These planned actiens are fully supported by testimeonyg

to the Ceurt. . : i |

48.  LIBERTY apparently experienced a phenomanon identified as electronic
jamming of her velee radio just prier to and during air attacks. This f
Jamming was deseribed as a steady carrier without medwaltion.

49, Disparities in reperted times relating.fb sequence. of events can

well be attributed to the mumber of ship's clocks on board hanging

askew and often stopped from shock at varieus times. It was necessary

I
to recenstruct time sequences because GM notebeok was incomplete from ,

1355 to 1446 since the GM was killed during the first attack. .
50. Extent of Damage. The major material damage to LIBERTY resulted I
|

from the teorpedc explosien, as fellows:

A. SHELL DAMAGE: Hole céntered at FR 60 and extending 24 £t

downward from just below second deck and longitudianly Trom fram 53
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to frame 66 (39 feet). The hole was teardrop in shape, larger at

battom.
B. Imterior structural damage: Outbpard 15 feet of first platform

and associlated strueture badly damaged. Lesser damage to second
platform deck (tank top). Second deck and frames buckled from frame

52 to frame 62 and extending inbeoard 15 feet.

¢. Major damage to all interior Joiner bulkheads below second
deck frame 52 to T8, entire width of ship.
In summary of above, the two research compartments, which extend the
entire width of the ship, suffered severe structural demage and were
Tleoded. Installed egquipment and fittings were reduced to twisted
wreckage. ‘ ! _

Topside damege resulting from airecraft strafing and recke#

attacks and from MIB strafing¢ﬁship was hit by more than 821 shells

and rockefs, many of them inéédiary) summaerized as follows:
Pilet house and signal bridge forward deck house, all gun tubes,
many antennas ineluding radar antenna, numerous bulkheads and decks

holed by explesive rockets. Whale boat destroyed in davits by

incendiary rockets and many life rafts holed or burned in their stowages.

Flag bags burned and numerous fires resulting frem incendiary munitiens.
The gyro compass, alr conditioning plant and many minor items of
equipment, loecated in superstructure spaces, were damaged or destroyed.
Numereus living spaces and personnel effects damaged-by'holing,

shrapnel and wetting during firefighting.

Cost estimated - Value of destroyed research equipment $6-8
million, 12 months lead time. Structural repairs to éhip and ship's
equipment $2;k million, 3-4 months.

51. The Israeil gbvernmént_set forth 7 peints of ratiocnale ‘o explain
their pesition relative te the attack on LIBERTY in USPAO Tel Aviv
message DEG 0915207. Legal oéinion and other comments on each is

appended hereto (Appendix VI).
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52. That any killed or wounded personnel attached to the
USS LIBERTY during the attack are eligible for the Purple
Heart under the previsiens of SECNAVINST. P1650.1C Chapter
WO SECTION THREE ARTICLE 231 PARA 12 b. subsparas (%) and
(5). The Commanding Officer, USS LIBERTY 1is preparing a
listing ef eligible personnel to bhe recommended.
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i Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy

ii President

(Lo P o

Ward BOSTON, Jr.
Captain, U.S. Navy
Counsel for the Court

v 474

v
Isaac C. KIDPj} J;-E
Rear Admirel, U.S. Na
President

i
Wf f 7
5]
4 Bernard J. UFF

Captain, U.S5. Navy
#Member

Captain, U.5. Navy
Member
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TOP SEEIET

That at 0623492 June 67 COMSIXTHEFLT in part direeted that LIBERTY ;muld:

A, Maintain a high state of vﬁ'.gilancefi against attaek in view of the
Arab/Tsraell Situation.

B. Report by Flash precedence any threateaing or suspieious action
direcbed against LIBERTY,

C. Advise if local situation dietabes change 1n area of eperations
assigned by JCS 011545% June 67. '

D. Report combact with ships, aireraft, and submerines which are
unidentified, hostile or engaged in harassment.

E. Copy the KRATT fleet ECST,
This message wag not'reeeived until, éfter the attack for reasens as
Tellows:

A. Recelved at Naval Communieations Sté,tion Morocce from COMSIXTHFLY
at 0701157,

B. Naval Communieations Moroeco entered the msg into the DES for

delivery to NG3 Asmars at 0T0131Z.

¢. DCS Seville (San Pable) transmitted to DCS Asmara at ©70300Z, DCS
Asmara claimed message was reeéiveda frem DCS Seville (san Pablo) at
070550% (2 hours and 50 mimutes time difference is unexplained).

P. DCS{STRATCEM) Asmara: relayed to Naval Communieatiolns S"i:a-tion
Asmars at 0705257, |

E. Naval Communications Station Asmerse transmitted message on JRAET

as JR NR 2077 at OT0529Z.
P, COMIDEASTFOR reports fmessage was reeceived at approximately 0705312

i

as JR NR 2077..

G. LIBERTY personnel do not reeall receiving message .

1




e _ L,

That at 0722302 JUN 67 JCS directed that LIBERTY CPA to UAR amd Israel
be changed to 20 and 15'I\IM respectively and modified his basic directive
coneeﬁning‘ﬁEBERTY operations (JCS 011545Z JUN 67), "Ref for guidance only

and may be varied as leeal eonditiops dictate." This message was not

received until after the attack fox, pracsan e Palidm:
A. Dept of the Army eommmnication cgBter (pACE) éfroneously routed
message to NAVCQMMSTA Philippines. : This éri!oﬁﬁséesui;ted. in eritieal time
being expended for 1dent1fica.tlen, recovery and correct.wn. !
B, Received at Naval Commmnications Station Philippines a.t @815302
from DCS relay Kenia.
C. Naval Communications Station Philippines relayed to DCS relay

DAVIS at 08L700Z.

D. Message was receilved at Navel Commmmnieations Station Asmara at

082125% for transmission to LIBERTY.

APPENDIX IT |
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That at G—llOZ‘_J'UN 67 JES dire’g'ged 'sh&.t LIBERTY CPA to WAR and Israel be
changed to 100 M. This message was not received until after the attack
for reasens as fo_&i‘iows:

A; Dept of fhe Army Gommieation Center (DACC) erronecusly routed
message t&;%_Naval Goommuications Stetion Philippimes. This ermor resulted
in critiéé.itime being expended for identification, recovery and
eorrectiod.

B. Received at Naval Gammicaftions Station Philippines at 080400Z
from BPES Relay KUNIA.

C. Neval Conmunications Station Philippines rela.yéd to Naval
Cemmupications Station Guam at 080449Z.

D. Received at DACC at 080568Z.
E. DACC routed message to NSA.

F, Naval Communicafions Station Asmara never received message for

transmission te LIBERTY.
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That at 080625Z JUN 67 USCINCEVR offiecially confirmed by message a

telephone conversation between the GSCINCEUR and CINCUSNAVEUR Dut:)f
Officers for CINCUSNAVEUR to take JCS 080110Z JUN 67 for action. This

message was transmitted on the JRATT BCST at 081059%Z as JR NR 2402,

LIBERTY personnel have no knowledge of receipt of this message.

APPENDIX TV
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That at 080917Z JUN 67 COMSIXTHFLT directed that LIBERTY CPA teo UAR

and Israel be changed te 100 NM in response to CINCUSNAVEUR 080455Z JUN 6

which directed COMSTXNHFLT to take JBS 080110Z for action. This message

was not received until after the attack for reascons as follows:

4. Message recelved at NavaldCeommnications S'batioz} Moroecco from

| CMSIXTHFLT at 081050Z.

B, Naval@Communications Station Meorocece entered the msg into the

DES for delivery to NOS Asmara at O81100Z.
DCS Seville (San Pablo) transmitted to BCS Asmars at 0812387,

Ce
DCS Asmera reports receipt at 0812002.
T D, DES Asmara’ exrroneously relayed message te Naval Communieations

Station Greece at 081215Z.

E. Naval Communications Station Greece returned message bto DES

Asmars at 081503Z.

Fo Asmare relayed message te Naval Comminications Station

Asmara st 0815107 for transmission to LIBERTY.
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| being contrary to international custom, the presence of neutral ships on

CONFIDENTIAL

Comments on the seven points provided by TDF FLO, LCOL MICHAEL BLOCE;
as "Futher Information on Yesterday's Incident with the American Ship".
Point 1 - Ship was sighted and recognlzed as a naval ship‘lB milésAfrom
céast.

Comment - From 0849 én 8 June LIBERTY was steaming in international
waters on & track generally ﬁgrallel to the coast of the UAR. At one
point the ship was, in faet, 13.6 miles from the coast.

Point 2 - The presence (of a neutral-nation naval ship) in a fighting area
is against international custom.

Comment ~ The duties of a neutral under International law &o not include
a duty to ensure that its shipslor personnel leave or refrain from entering
an ares of hestilities or én area adjacent to an area of hostilities.
Nationals of a neutral country who may happen to be in belligerent
territory nevertheless retain their right to protectien by their neutral
home state; and a belligerent must grant to neutral diplomatic envoys --
including those aceredited to the enemy -- the right to quit the territory
ummelested. A neutral nation, in this respect alene, thus has a legitimate
reason and a legal right tordispatgh a ship into international waters
adjacent to an area‘of hostilitie;, in fulfillment of its obligatien to
protect its nationals and to evacuate those who desire evacuatioﬁ. It was

in fulfillment of such a misslon that USS LIBERTY waé engaged. Far from

Just such missions as LIBERTY's 1s a common, if not a universal, incident
of situatiqns invelving the outbreak of hostilities. So long as such a

neutral ship maintains the impartial attitude of meutrality, each belligerent
has a duty to refrain from attacking her. 'Action by such a neutral ship to
repulse an unlawful belligereﬁt attack by Torce, where the neutral has not

first attacked the belligerent, does not constitute "hostilities” against

the belligerent and does not censtitute an abandonment or a violation of

neutrality.

APPENDTX VT
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Point 3 - Tne Area (Where LIBERTY was steeming when attacked) is not a

compon passage for ships.
Comment = Given the conceded propositien that a ship of a neutral is

steaming in international waters, the question of whether or not such

waters are a "common passage” is totally irreléevent to its right to be

there.

Point 4 - Egypt {An opposing Belligérent) had declared the area (where

LIBERTY was steaming when attaeked) elosed to neutrals.

Comment - Closing certain adjacent waters including those otherwize
congidered to be high seas, has some precedent in histoery as a belligerent
practice, notably in'World'Wa%s-I aﬁd II when most of the belligerents,
including the United States, delared "war zomes”, Military areas”, and

"defensive sea areas” and either attempted to close such areas completely

in the premises, including the right not only to question the validity of

such "war zones” but to present demands and claims im relatien to any

‘Point 5 -2 LIBERTY resembles the Egyptein supply ship EL QUSEIR.

American interests which may be unlawfully affected, directly or 1ndlrect1y,
witegt Fore o Qo8 ity srrmvecsd \w‘»:n-ﬁ@ w2 “”"‘/\\m «\r-‘an. e X,

by virtue of their enferecement. As a general prop051tlonjx01051ng or
attempting to restrict any portion of the high seas has not been recognized

in international law as a belligerent right.

oF
#

Comment - While IEL QUSEIR bears 8 highly superficial resemb®iapce to
LIBERTY, she more clesely resembles the majority of older tramp steamers

operating in ocean shipping. EL QUSEIR is less than half the size and lacks

and to severely clrcumscribe paséage through them as a neutral the consistent

position of the United States has been to reserve generally all of its rights

s A

the elaborate antenna array and distiictive bpll markings of LIBERTY. The
location of the superstructure island, a primary recognitien feature of

merchant type ships, is Widelyldifferent. By this criteria as a justifica-

tion Tor attack, any ship resmbling EL QUSETR was in jeopardy.
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Peint 6 - Ship was net flying flag when sighted. She moved at high speed
westward towa¥®d- enemy eoast.

Comment - LIBERTY flew a size 9 (approx 5 feet by 8 feet) U.S. ensign
from her foremast throughout the morning of 8 Jume and untii it was shot

down by the Israeli alr attack., At least 5 minutes prior to the terpede

attack a size 7 ensign (approx T.feet by 13 feet) was hoisted at the
main yardarm. At 0849 LIBERTY changed course from 130°T te 253°T. At
0905 LIBERTY reduced speed to 5 Knots and continued to steam at that
speed until after the imitial air attack. At 1132 LIBERTY altered

course to 283°7 and continued on this ceurse until after the ship was

attacked,

Point 7 - IBDF Navy had earlier reports of bombardment of El Arish frem

Sed.,

Comment - Tt is inconceivable that elther the IDF Navy or Air Forece
o ~ 5o
would associate LIBERTY? with her 5234 caliber machine guns, or

EL §@USEIR, armed ﬁith.two 3 pounders, with a shere bombardment.
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