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STATEMENT OF CAFPTAIN NE J. HANLEY. . 05N

PEFUTY Tifliny (F STAFF, CINCUSNAVEUR

(For the JCS Fact Finding Team and the Court of Inquiry)

Before getting into the details of what happened on the night of -
_7-8 June, it may be of assistance if I clarify my position on the staff;
particularly &s regards the movements of ships under CINCUSNAVEUR's
operational control or, in the case of the UsS LIBERTY, under
CINCUSNAVEUR's operational cogmza.nce {my definition).

Dumng the pregemnt upheaval in the Mlddle East, the movements
U, 8§  Nevy ships have asgumed a political and diplomatiec sensitivity
hat has naturally resulted in a close screening of all ship moves prior
‘1o the time that they are made. During the night no ship moves which
have not been previously scheduled and about which CINCEUR has not -
" "been informed are made without calling me. It is my responsibility to
- determine whether the move is of such significance that it should be
reporied to and approved by either CINCUSNAVEUR or the Deputy
CINCUSNAVEUR. Standard practice is to make no moves however in-
significant without informing the USCINCEUR duty officer. Thig is as

a result of both written directives from USCINCEUR and 1nforrnal
understandmgs ‘with their semor officers.

On the night of'@-‘@ June our battle watch was set in the Operations Mﬁ
Control Center and, at a time that I did not notice,. I received a phone cdll
from Commander Jorgenson, the Command Center Duty Officer, about a .
proposed unscheduled movement of the LIBERTY. Commander Jorgenson
informed me that a major in the JRC had called him and stated that they
wanted it LIBERTY to move out to at least one hundred miles from the
' coast to conform to the restrictions which CINCUSNAVEUR had originated

on ship movements in the Eastern Mediterranean and which COMSIXTHFLT
had reported to the JCS as policy restrictions on ship movements.

I asked Commander Jorgefnson i, 9 hlS knowledge USCINCEUR
knew anything about this diredt phone call from the JRC to CINCUSNAVEUR
inasmuch as this was not a normal procedure. Generally we are informed
of this type of movement by USCINCEUR. He replied in the negative. I -

did not ask Commander Jorgenson if he had asked for an authentication on

ﬂ.rle phone call. ' EC Lmu Z} i % E
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=& result of another phone call.
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1 instructed hirn to ln{orm the USCINCEUR Duty Offleer in-the
prevnlses of the tall. I further mstruc,teo him te tell the USCINCETUR

Duty Officer that we were ready to carry out any directive on moving

ships that USCINCEUR should so order. However,. in this case, the

~movements of the ship were being controlled by the JCS directly and

we would like to Lave the date-time group of the JCS directive to include
in our message to the SIXTH Fleet. We were dealing with a ship on a
recognizably sensitive mission which was operating under a carefully
drawn and very detailed JCS directive which had received a great deal
of attention on our staff. He informed me that the messages directing
COMSIXTHFLT to comply were already drafted and that he would get
the JCS date-time group and release the messages to COMSIXTHFLT,
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‘-‘-In this instance, becaus_e the LIBERTY was being moved from
a recognized high risk . area incident to her sensitive mission to an
area that was not high rigk, I did not consider it necessary to inform

- Iy superiors,

I might point out that our staff is partlcula.rly sensitive to .
directives to move ships by phone calls during this critical period with-
out some indication that a written directive is being forwarded. Only

the previous day, or perhaps the day before, wehad as a result of a = -

phone call sent out a flash message directing the amphibs to sortie from

Malta only to cancel this within the hour by another flash message as a
This is but the latest in a series of similar -

incidents which would indicate that phone calls are sometimes not completely

staffed. CINCUSNAVEUR policy is that we request the date-time group

of stbstantiating messages for telephone-directed actions to move ships

unless the call is received from a flag or general officer or higher authority

This does not mean that we have to receive the written message but only

an indication thaf it has.been staffed and released. In this case I was

frankly disturbed that a major was the agent directing the movements of
this very sensi’cive.ship.

The LIBERTY represented an unusual ship as far as ‘che normal
Shl‘p that operates under CINCUSNAVEUR, While COMSIXTHFLT -
supposedly had her under his opcon, this was a misnomer. Her movements

were not being directed by COMSIXTHFLT but by the JCS in view of her
recognized high risk mission. :
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1 have knowledge of one other fact that bears on the LIBERTY
incident as regards some of the communication difficulties. It is a matter
of record that CINCUSNAVEUR recommended that minimize be instituted
in the Mediterranean area.
the European area.
was not adopted.

A modified form of minimize was adopted in
Minimize as we intended to assist fleet communications

| M. J. ﬁﬁﬁg/gw
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CONFIDENTIAL 13 June 1967
CONFIDENTIAL

From: Reayr Admiral J. €. Wylie, USN
Deputy CINCUSNAVEDR

Tos Major General Russ
Subjs Coramunication Problems

1. During the peried of 5-10 Jume 1967 inclusive, the records
of the Gerumand Center indicate that 619 FBIS messages were
 recgived, Of thése, 317 were DPIMMED, snd 15 were FLASH

precedence, The percentags of OPIMMEDR apd FLASH was thus
approximately 54%,

2. 19AF Seymonr Johnson AFBR AEOQ 00349 DTG 3017302 May
19467 iz an oplan comcersing CINGS TREKE’s ayamtm "’:.-w;.
POINT® for evacuation of certain count:

Its precedence s PRIORITY, It cmama 2-& pa.gea.
addressed to B3 addresseces Irom Califermia o the Indis
snd 21 of these addrsssecs are in Euamge.

aplan for. the “B:RISK POINT® evacoation
XE DPLWER 58847 DTG 2800B1Z May 1967, It

eama.ms 4& jae,gea It is pddressed to 8] addressess. Its precedence
is PRE@RI’E{‘Y, -

4. 1 do not have at hanﬁ Ghamgas 1 and 2 to the CINCAFSTRE
oplan,

8. ©Change 2 io the CINCAFETRIKE pplan is CINCAFSTRIKE
DPLWEH 88862 DTG DLOO24Z Jume 1957, 1t condains 19 pages.

¥ iz PRIORITY.

6. Interimn Change 4 to the CINCAFSTRIKE oplen iz GCINCAFSTRIES
g DOPCBR 00007 DTG 060725Z June 1967. It contains 11 pages. Tis
precedence iz OPDMMED,

DECLASSIFED

Ligssitication (cancelled) (@hamgead Tt @ 0 wwm
) by authority of &PNAUAME SQA,OOGI DEZ/{ 3/
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B UEGEE
P 2131”2 JUN 67
2 USS LIEERTY™

'"O LIG 240 :
~ INFC RUEPJS/JCS - ﬂ \\\ v//~
CRUENEAAZCHD . | | : 1

WJLLFKA/“IUCLL”T

R
RUEDHKA/CTIRCL ANTFLT \/\d | )
RUEPCR /DIRNSA . | - o
RUCTHER/DIRNAVSECERY - - ir
RUCIHSA/ASSTD IRNAVSECERY . | -— ="
RUCTMSA/DIRNAVSECERULANT -

UEnwyp/C“MSEWbLAMT

JELSPA/COMSERVRON EIGHT 64/329 /f; 2
1Lf EX/USCINCEUR - - B

Q”QJLKD/CLNCUQ BVEUR
PUCI”CA/NFOID

" RUFPRX/NSAEUR . gﬁ f [3 4/;?7/
; RUDL KD AR IRBAVSECGRUEUR . -

' RUTPRC/COMSIXIHFLT . ;?

, RUFRF/COMFAIRMED . ‘ es)

on, gﬂyuﬂéﬁﬂ%
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" COMFIDENTTAL, PPP MOVREP m?a 3829 LIDE?TY ABTR-5, PRXX'
ORG 5P LIBERTY AGFR~5, @8// '

ETD B ROTA SPAINj 82133879 C0 #15,0K6 @%//

VIR L ~35=5THS 805830k, AZ 73423 0N SIS .0K6 B4a//

VIA L' 37-07N0 912ﬂ@@£5, BSA3IZZTY RH

z L i ¥a] 'J}.S K G5//
ETA T 25-2685 @33-¢0E€, SRH3A521 B6//
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L,
WILL PASS REF A TO LIBERTY TO FAClL;l_EI‘ATEV'"
IDENTIFICATICN, RL.FS B AND C BY TLSXT TO DETERMINE PRERECEIPT

YILL: ADVISE.
;| GP-4 -
-

..-‘5 . B “‘ .

L et i

fcﬂhneﬂem o

‘by dmhorrty af ¢y

': = J :
Bi—— le, {.ﬁ ’N T g
l Ut = ,

3 , (PAGE | OFH—/(_,}
ormGlNATGR K}c‘%‘ E p { ‘it [ 'j ‘ }
SECTION : \ M [ TOR /@//3“5‘9{7
y lojololu|nlnin|n|n 45 e l
- c[oirieiniz|E]ais e - !
comne | 5 | B o | <G | ;.
“ 1
. g JaleAyie verejeis IBREE T 42
0 ulizlelaliizlelels g |
| L ELL L) CONFIDENTIAL |



vy 'KKCiSS;QQ*

b4 ETG ' o o
(/D GV DBf17ovv hCAoi@
Q0 RUGKRGR . ¥
"DE RUGKRM - BEIDLV %GEFIEE
7 (o Y ;
“0 1811807 . JUN 67
~F CTG SiX ZERD PT FI
oy RUOKCF/COMClXT%FiT
RU@YCF/CTF S1¥-ZERG
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~ RULNAAA/ CHINFO Ly
PUQKRQ/CINCUSNAVEUn L
“"RUFLC/ CINCEUR’ e
“ RUTPRE/CTF. 8IX THREE . ;
" RUTPRN/CTG -SIX’ ZERO P? Two
" RUQKCF/USS. AMERICA® '] L
RUQKPD/USS TID?WATEH _ A_;'
BT -
AN T:DE N T b, ! A L 4 8,
' SITREP THIRTEEN- = .
fao MY 12BZB3 PoszT 3$=1?N/5 28~ maﬁ/s,ﬂ

2. FUEL STALC ngzs 62 PAPAGO. 47 LlBERTY 79 ;?M-"
e =

EM DAVIS ARRANGING TO OBTwYN LIBERTY PAY RECORDS AND VILL PAY ik
PRLOR ENTRY PORT, "

DAUTS MEDECPL STOR?S AND DAVAGE CONTROL CGNSUM&BLES AND £ ‘iiﬁV ﬁ

n"» .

i

5-

o e

quaL WO RunKRm g11DLY C & - F'z BENTL A
I EQUIPMENT SERIOUSLY Rhnuvhb, %Y SEPERATE ACTION PRIORITY
*PE@B BEING SUBMITTED. MCST ITENS SHOULD BE AVAIL., TIDEWATER |

'NO- FURTHER MATERIAL LOSS OVERBOARD, OIL- REDUCED TO SEEPAGK
il LhAVING THIN-FILM IN WAKEs NO BLACK OIL.

"6, LIST-NOY NEGLIBABLE DUE FUEL TRANSFER,

“*1y SUBJECT FIRST PRIORITY TO PROVIDE ESCORT AND ALL OTHER
“'SERVICES TO'LIBERTY REC, BRIEF STOP SUDA .FOR DAVIS ASAP TO:
" A. EXANINE/REWAIR BOILER, DAVIS 1809347 NOTAL REFERS.

“* ,B. REPL MEDICAL AND DAWAGE CONTROL. PARA 4  ABOVE REFERS
C. PICK UP. TORPEDO MK 44 ASSIGNED BY CTF 60065,

" If LIBERTY DESTINATION OTHER THAN SUDA. BRIEF STOP COULD $

\§*$3 76 “TERP DIVERT AT INC RTASED c:‘G*zﬂ\ LEAVZNG PAPAGD AS ESCORT UNTIL
EJUIM - -

o DAVIS CAN DIVEPT TO EXAMINE EAST CRETE ANCORAGE BY GOING NO

ORE THAN: TWENTY FIVE MILES AHEAD LIBERTY. VILL ROT DO SO UNLESS
'"PECTLDO.J-ih , PRy L sl :
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BLE DATA VITH RESFECT
B OF CHRONOLOGY BEFORE ACCIDENTAL

o Bk W A1 U
| 1e (S) MLVE REVIEWED pVAIL
I CINCUSNAUEUR 1IN BENERAL TR E;
| BTTACK, DURING ATTACK AND St pcvnuLm* THERETG., WE BOTHK HAVE mMany ™
{vrﬁv PERTINENT AND &S YET UNANSYERED QUESTIONS 45 WE APPRECIATE
|
|

DG avﬂ@@ SUE
I N
3 L

' WASHINGTON KeS. AT SAME TIME, WUST BE RECOGNIZED CREW MEWBERS
‘ OF LIEERTY FROM WHOMW -£NSYUERS MUST BE. GOTTEN ARE AT POINT OF

| EXHAUSTION, SUFFERING FROW WOUNDS &NWD SHOCK, DEAD OR MISSING, IT

| SIHPLY DOES WOT WeKE SEWSE, LEGALLY OR OTHERWISE, TI INITIATE BARRAGE
| OF UNCORRELATED GUESTINGING VIA LONG RAUL COMMUNICATIONS AT THIS

| TIME. OBYIOUSLY rpCTs WUST BE DEVELOPED INVOLVING ACTIONS &ND

' JUDGEMENTS OF CREW, LIBERTY COMMAND 4ND CHAIN OF COWMAND, AND

'ALS0 LEGAL BASE MUST BE ESTABLISHED FOR POSSIBLE CLAINS LGAIQSL f
I'{:O\J"Fi\‘i'ﬁiENT OGP IEREELe THEREFORE, I BETROWELY ENDORSL EBTEEBL (8HWMRNT GTT
f“au‘“ GF NuU RY.BY CINCUSNAVEUR AS PROPIR, PROCEDURE TO ESTABLISK. f
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lw%g? HAPPENED 45 BASIS :OR fl\ fﬁPR WPTﬂTﬁ SUBSrQU_QT BCTIONS,
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LAY ONGE Ehos» VHO DESIRE MORE RAPID ANSWERS, -
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!sTQan Or AMUESTIONS TO.SATISFY PRESS OR OTHER INTERESTS UNTIL FACTS CaN
WB“ fqa RLY- ND FORMALLY ESTABLISHED. INFORMATION FOR NOTIFICATION
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