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second and third endorsements theretc
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SIXTH ENDORSEMENT on ltr of Rear Admiral Isaac C. KIDD, T8N,
111645/1.10C of 18 June 1967

From: Commander, Naval Communications Command
Tt Chief of Naval Operations

gubj: Record of Proceedings, Court of Inguiry to inquire

into the circumstances surrounding the armed attack
on USS LIRERTY (AGTR-5) on & June 1967

(b) SECNAV Memo to SECDEF ser 006874 of 4 December 1967 NOTAL

1. Forwarded.

2. Concur in those findings of fact pertaining to commmnications
less f£inding number 40. Subsequent investigation has indicated
that FBLS messages did not contribute to message delays,

3. Reference is made to the Judge Advocate General third endorsement
to the basic correspondence.

a. Do not concur in the estimated cost to effect Yepairs as
indicated in paragraph 4, Reference (b) sets the cost of restoring

LIBERTY , including its previous electronic configuratiom, at $9.6
million.

b. Concur in that portion entitled, "Messages of 7 and 8 June
Ordering Changes of LIBERTY Operations.”

4. Commander, Naval Communications Command

s together with Director,

Defense Communications Agency, and other interested commands and
agencies is taking actiom to improve doctrine, procedures, in

Spallations
Y L e
and equipment in order to reduce delays and permit rapid flowlofWTiif! . ™~
important messages during cxrisis situations, i [ R 4

(Rutitidts

ROBERT H. WEEKS
Copy tLo:
CINCUSNAVEUR
BUPERS
JAG
CINCLANTFLT
NAVSHIPSYSCOM
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AGTIR-5
Ser S00043-H7

FOTSESRET (Unclas upon removal of pasice correspondence)¢ - L2t
FIFTH ENDORSEMENT on Subject Record

From: Commander, Naval Ship Systems' Command
B oz Chief of Naval Operations
Via: Gommendery; Naval Communications Command

Subj: Record of Proceedings, Gourt of Inguiry to inquire into
the circumstances surrounding the armed sltack on USS LIBERTY
{AGTR~5) on & June 1967

1. Forwarded.

2. Examination of the subject record of proceedings does not reveal
any evidence of materisl design deficiencies that contributed adversely

to the events leading up to the attack or during the contrel of deamage
that followed. ‘

3. The cost to restore USS LIBERTY (AGIR-5) to the configuration that

existed prior tec the attack is shown in Appendix ¥ to the Third
Endorsemant. : '
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TeP—SECRET (FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY UPON REMOVAL OF BASIC
CORRESPONDENCE)

FOURTH ENDORSEMENT on subject record

From: Chief of Naval Personnel

To: Chief of Naval Operations

Via: (1) Commander, Naval Ship Systems Command
(2) Commander, Naval Communications Command

Subj: Record of Froceedings, Court of Inquiry to inguire into the

circumetances surrounding the armed attack on USS LIBERTY
(AGTR-5) on 8 June 1967

1. Forwarded.

2, The subject record of proceedings disclosed that the USS LIBERTY,
while engaged in peaceful operations in international waters of the
Eastern Mediterranean, was subjected to an entirely unprovoked and
unexpected armed attack by Israeli aircraft and motor torpedo boats,
The attack resulted in 34 deaths and 171 injuries to personnel on
board LIBERTY, and an estimated cost in excess of five million dollars
to effect repairs of damage to the ship and equipment,

3. The Judge Advocate General commented that "the Israeli Government
has admitted that this was a tragic accident and has agreed to make
amends,” Also the Judge Advocate General opined that the 34 deaths
were not due to the intent, fault or negligence of anyone in the U.S,

Naval Service, and that all injuries of personnel embarked in LIBERTY

which resulted from the armed attack were sustained in-line-of-duty
and not due to misconduct,

4. No one was designated a party to this inquiry. No discipiinary

action was recommended, and none is contemplated by the Chief of

Naval Personnel,
ﬁg

GEQ. E., FORD
By directicn

Copy 1 of 3 Copies

' Wz %p%
_ S DIFTRC L
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Top-arRET (Unclassifiedupon removal of JAG:131, 1:DBB:as

enclosure & basic correspondence) Ser: 00010

LAl

THIRD ENDORSEMENT on subject record ¥ WOV ER7
From: Judge Advocate General

Twi Chief of Naval Operations

Via: (1) Chief of Naval Personnel

{(2) Commander, Naval Ship Systems Command
{3} Commaeander, Naval Communications Command

Subj: Record of Proceedings, Court of Inquiry to inquire into the

circumstances surrounding the armed attack on USS LIBERTY
(AGTR-5) on 8 June 1967

Encl: (1} Summary of Events

1. Feorwarded for information, for such action and comment as may
be deemed appropriate, and fer return.

2. The letter of the Commander in Chief, U. S. Atlantic Fleet of 6
September 196_7 is considered the Second Endorsement.

3. Enclosure (1) has been prepared and attached to the record to aid
in the review., The communications aspect of enclesure (1) has been
prepared with the asgistance of representatives of the Commander,
Naval Communicatiens Commmand. Neot included with enclosure (1)

but available for review, if desired, in the Office of the Judge Advocate
General, are copies of the Certlflcates of Death (NAVMED N) for each
deceased and those coples of the treatment records of injured per-
sonnel furnished by the Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.

4, The Court of Inquiry was charged with the task of investigating
the armed attack of Israeli air and sea forces upon USS ILIBERTY

in the Eastern Mediterranean on 8 June 1967 which resulted in 34
deaths and 171 injuries to personnel embarked in USS LIBERTY. Of
the number injured, 63 did net involve a loss of time from duty and
as of 21 September 1967 all but 10 of the total injured have been
returned to a full duty status. The cost to effect repaire of damage
to the ship and equipment is estimated at $5,612, 160, 00,

L3 The record discloses beyond any doubt that USS LIBERTY was,
at the tirme of the attack, engaged in peaceful eperations in inter-
national waters and that the attack of Israeli aircraft and motor

Copy [/ of ﬁ copievs
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BoP-SGRET (Unclassified upon removal of JAGH3,. :DBE i

enclosure & basic correspondence) Ser: 00010

torpede boats was entlrely unprevoked and unexpected. It has been
determined that the Israeli Government has admitted that this was a

tragic accident and has agreed to make amends. The State Department

is currently preparing to claim cempensation from the Israeli Govern-
ment for damages resulting from the attack both on behalf of the U. S.
Government and private individuals concerned,

6. The Judge Advocate General is of the opinien that the 34 deaths
resulting from this incident were not due to the intent, fault or negli-
gence of anyone in the U, S. Naval Service and that all injuries of
personnel embarked in USS LIBERTY which resulted from the armed
attack were sustained in-line-of-duty and not due to misconduct,

7. To expedite review of the record, a copy of the testimony of the
medical officer which is unclassified has been extracted and forwarded
by separate correspondence to the Chief, Bureau of Medicine and
Surgery for information and such action and comment as may be deemed
appropriate direet te the Chief of Naval Operations, with a copy to the
Judge Advocate General, to constitute the BuMed action on the record,

8. The proceedings in this Coeurt of Inquiry have been conducted in
substantial compliance with the requirements of the Manual of the
Judge Advocate Generdl and are therefore legal.

WILFRID HEARN

Copy [/ of 4 copies_;‘_f
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS

On 10 June 1967 Admiral John 5. McCain, Jr., USN, Commander
in Chief, U, S, Naval Forces, Europe, ordered a Court of Inquiry to
inguire into the circumstances surrounding the armed attack on USS
ILIBERTY {AGTR-5) on 8 June 1967. The Court consisted of Rear
Admir'al Isaac C. Kidd, Jr., USN, President, and the additional
members Captain Bernard J, Lauff, USN, and Captain Bert M.
Atkinson, Jr., USN, Captain Ward Boston, Jr., and Lieutenant

Commander Allen Feingersch, USN, were designated to serve as

counsel and assistant counsel for the Court respectively,

The Court was directed to ingquire into all the pertinent facts and
circumstances leading to and connected with the armed attack; damage
resulting therefrom; and deaths of and injuries to naval personnel,

The Court was directed to submit its findings of fact.

Purguant to the direction of the convening authority, the Court

200.10

conducted its proceedings in cloged session. The Conrt-met for the

ot
e
-
£

-,

- £ first time at 2314, 10 June 1967, Before the Court closed on 16 June
St
o L& ‘8 1967 in order to deliberate and prepare its findirigs of fact it had taken
224 |
Eé[s the testimony of 19 witnesses and received as exhibits 49 separate offers.
=3 Enclosure (1) to JAG End. JAG:13l, IDBB:as
A Copy 1| of b of

- Page 1 of 23 pages
copies
fzproduction of this document, in whole or in par,
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ie prohibited extept with permission of the issuing ; ¥
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It has been determined that a separate ad hoc factfinding team
with Major General Joséph R. Russ, USA, as head, was appointed
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to examine the circumstances relating to
the command and control and communications actione and procedures
associated with the events during the period 1-8 June 1967 which cul-
minated in the attack on USS LIBERTY, 8 June 1967. The factfinding
team was directed to ascertain the adequacy of the cormmand and con-
trol and communications arrangements involved in the operational
control of USS LIBERTY and accomplishment of her mission, to inélud.e-

a. The manner in which command and contrc;i of LIBERTY was

being exercised.

b. The normal system for exercising commmand and control

versus that which was in effect at the time of the incident, if different,
¢.. The specific orders issued to LIBERTY between 1~8 June

and the orders to which LIBERTY resPO#ded during the same period.
4.

Circumstances attending any conflicting directives, inordinate

delays in the receipt of messages or other proper orders, ox their non-

receipt,

This team was directed to report its findings together with

recommendations, as appropriate, to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The

Page 2 of 23 pages
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findings and recommendations ef this JCS factfinding team are not

included im this summary.

It has also been determined that a preliminary inquiry into this
incident has also been c.onductecl within the Israeli Gover;lmentn The
findings of this inquiry were forwarded by the U, 5. Defense Attache
Office, Tel Aviv, Israel on 14 August 1967 to the Chief of Naval
Operations, The f_inding.s of the Israeli preliminary inquiry are not
included in this summary. It is to be noted, however, that the report
does reflect that USS LIBERTY was identified by Israeli Defense
Forces as a U, S. Navy vessel earlier on the day of the attack and

that the lack of knowledge of this identification on the part of the

immediate commanders of the attacking Israeli air and sea forces

led to the tragic incident,

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL

Attached to this summary as Appendices A through E are the

following documents to insure completeness of the record:

1, CINCUSNAVEUR msg dtg 231620Z of June 67 to
USCINCEUR (C) (Appendix A)

2., EXASST to CNO memeo, OP-002:tr, CP-00 memo 000365-67

of 7 Jul 67 w/4 encls; subj: USS LIBERTY Court of Inquiry;
addenda to (T8) (Appendix B)

Page 3 of 23 pages
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3. List of deceased personnel frem USS LIBERTY with copies
of Certificate of Death NAVMED N (Rev 4-58) for each
deceased (U) (Appendix C)

4, List of all injured personnel from USS LIPERTY with

diagnosis and prognesis and coplee of treatment record (U)
(Appendix D)

5. Copy of Itr of Commander NavShipSys Com, AGTR-5 Ser.
527-1450 of 1 Sept 67 concerning estimated cost of repairs
to USS LIBERTY (U) (Appendix FE)

LIBERTY OPERATIONS 24 May 1967 - 8 June 1967

LIBERTY, under the coﬁl;rnand of Commander William L.
McGonagle, U. 8. Navy, 494464/1100, departed ABIDJAN, Iv.ory
Coast, at 053;0 Z, 24 May 1967 pursuant to orders from Commander,
Service Squadron Eight (COMSERVRON EIGHT msg dtg 02400202,
May 1967) which directed LIBE.‘.RTY to proceed to ROTA Spain at best
possible speed of advance (SOA). OPCON was t‘o be shifted from
CINCLANTFLT to USCINCEUR upon LIBERTY passing the sea buoy
inbound to ROTA on 31 May 1967; upon assurning OPCON, USCiNCEUR
was requested to make prepa‘ra‘ci'ons for the extended deployment of
LIBERTY in the Fastern Mediterranean in accordance with a schedule
to be passed ABAP (JCS msg dtg 2916022, May 1967). |

ILIBERTY's operating schedule was set forth in JCS message dtg

01154527, June 1967, which in pertinent part ordered LIBERTY. to

Page 4 of 23 pages
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(1) depart ROTA Spain on 2 June, (2) during the period 2-8 June,
pIoceed enréute via Gibraltar Strait to a position 32-00N, 33-00E
via the northern African coastal route with 13 nautical miles as the
closest point of approach (CPA) to the UAR, and (3) during the
period 9-30 June, conduct operations‘ south of 32-00N and between
33~00E and 34~00E. While conducting these operations, the CPA to
the UAR and Israel were to be 12.5 and 6.5 nautical miles respec-
tively,

LIBERTY message dtg 0107122 of June 1967 advised its ETA in
ROTA as 010845 Z and that it would chop to CINCUSNAVEUR at 0109017
without report. In CINCUSNAVEUR meséage dtg 020717 Z, June 1967,
LIBERTY was directed Whén RFS 2 June, to depart ROTA and proceed
in accordance with the JCS directed operating schedule, LIBERTY
advised CINCUBMAVEVR that depatimre fram ROTA wonld be ab
021230 Z and that she would proceed at best speed in accordance with
the operating schedule {LIBERTY msg dtg 011305Z June 67). By
message dtg 02210827 June 1967, to CINCUSNAVEUR, LIBERTY
o Al departure from ROTA at 0212307 and that its ETA on
station was 080300Z. IIBERTY sitreps on 3 and 4 June reported thel

follewing: (1) ILIBERTY message dtg 0320287 reported am 0324007

TOR, SEGuicf
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position of 37-10N1 004-03E7, PIM (Point of intended moverment)
coastal easterly of 15 knots, (2) LIBERTY message dtg 0420502
June 1967 reporied an 0424002 position of 37-22N4 011-15E8, PIM
12-16 until 0501302 thence 106/15. These two messages were
received at the U, S. Communications‘ Station, Morocco but there
was no evidence that the _Communiﬁations Station refiled these mes-
sages into common user channels for onward delivery, LIBERTY
message dtg 0519347 June 1967 reported an 052400 Z position of

35-20N 19-11E, PIM of 106/115, and that LIBERTY had assumed

condition readiness three.modified, Condition readiness three-

modified meant that LIBERTY had her normal stearning watch on deck,
plus ene man staﬁding by the forward gun mounts. ILIBERTY carried
two pedestal mounted ,750 cal. Browning Machine :Gang on her fore-
éa.stle and identical mounts on either side of the deck-~-house aft of the
bridge., Under "modified condition three', bridge lookouts would man
the two after guns until the crew manned. general quarters., DBy its
message dtg 0620367, IIBERTY stated it would be reporting to the
QPCON of COMSIXTHFLT at 0;700012, and further advised that its
armamment consisted of four , 50 caliber machine guns,

COMSIXTHELT

directed LIBERTY to conduct operations as previously directed but

M%@%H
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advised LIBERTY that in view of the then present Arab/Israeli situation
and the unpredictability of the UAR actions, to maintain a high state‘ of
vigilance apgainst attack or threat of attack and to advise if the iocal
sitnation dictated a change in the area of operations (COMSIXTHFLT
meg dtg 0623497 June 1967). In its message dtg 070908Z LIBERTY
reporied c-:m 070800Z position of 33-06N 28-54E PIM 109/16.5 until
072300%, thence stationary within 30 nautical miles of 31-45N 33-303,
The final sitrep of LIBERTY reported an 080800Z position of 31-45N
33-30E PIM withiﬁ 30 nautical miles lof the above pesition, {IIBERTY
msg dtg 080800Z), This reported operating area was within the
operating areas set forth in JCS message dtg 0115457 - t'he latest
guidance received b*)} LIBERTY prior te the é.ttack.,

The following three messages which modified LIBERTY's area of
0pe¥ation were not received by the ship prioi to the attack: (1) JCE
message dtg 0722307, (2) JCS message dtg 0801107, and (3) COM
SIXTHF LT message dtg 080917Z. The facts relating to the non-delivery
of these three messages as indicated in the Court of Inquiry are sum-

marized hereafter,

LIBERTY OPERATIONS on 8 June 1967 (All Times are BRAVO)

The prejected operations of LIBERTY on the merming and afterncon

of 8 June were to proceed to a point 13 nautical miles from the TAR

: Jilhaaiﬂi
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Coast at 31-27, 2N 34-00FE (Point Alfa) thence to 31-22, 3N 33-42E
(Point Bravoe), thence to 31-31N 33-00E (Point Charlie) retracing

this track until new orders were received, If fixes could not be
obtained accurately as Point Charlie was approached, it was intended
to head due north until'the 100 fathom curve was crossed and the track
moved to the north to more or less move back and forth on the general

average of the 100 fathom curve. The normal steaming speed was to

be five knots. Normal steaming colors were flown and there was no
intention to steam at darken ship., At 0754 LIBERTY was steaming on
a course of 130°T at a speed of 10 kno.ts., At 0849, LIBERTY passed
through Poipt ALFA and changed course to 25.3°T. At 0905, speed was

decreased to 5 knots. Point Bravo was passed at 1132 and the ship's

course was changed to 283°T,

OVERFLIGHTS OF LIBERTY ON 8 June 1967 PRIOR TO THE ATTACK

There were a number of overflights of LIBERTY by unidentified
ajrcraft prior to the attack on 8 June 1967. The first overflight
occurred at 0515 -~ after sunrise, Although no markings or inslgnia
were seen, this alrcraft was noted to have a double fuselage -~ looking

somewhat ''like an old P-38 or a small flylng boxcar' (Record, p. 60).

Page 8 of 23 pages
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This plane circled about three or four times off the port beam and
then took eff in a true direction toward Tel Aviv, At 0850 a single
jet crossed astern of the ship at a distance of approximately three to

five miles. This aircraft circled the ship from starboard to port and

returned to the mainland in the direction of the UAR., A “locating
two!' message was transmitted on this sighting -~ LIBERTY message
dtg 0807422Z. At about 1030, a flight of two unidentified jet aircraft
orbited the ship three times at about 10, 000 feet and at a distance of

approximately two miles. At about 1056 an aircraft similar to an

American flying boxcar crossed astern of the ship at a distance of
| abouft_ three te five miles, This plane circled‘ the ship around th_e
| starboard side, proceeded forward of the ship and headed back toward
the Sinai Peninsula, Overflights by aircraft simila:-r: in configuration
to the American "flying boxcar" (C-119) occurred at about 1145, 1220
and 1245, During he 1145 amd 1245 flights the ensign was specifically
noted to be flying from the foremast, aﬁad, due to a slight breeze, was
extended. It has been determined that the NORD 2501 of which the
Israell Government has 34, is a twin fuselage plane similar in appe;ar-

ance to the American "flying bexcar',

AIR ATTACK ON LIBERTY

At 1132, TIBERTY passed Point Bravo and changed course to

2830 T, At 1348 the ship secured from general quarters drill, o4

- L i "7 gﬁl . _.E-.
W b g B g
ki W ) .WH%:L i
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1381, while on a course of 283°T, three small surface contacts at a

range of 32,200 yards and & bearing of 082°T were picked up on

ILIBERTY radar. This contact was reported to the bridge. The

Companding Officer, Executive Olficer and the Officer of the Deck
were on the bridge at the time, At 1353 radar reported possible

aircraft passing over the surface contacts. At 1358 a single aircraft

was sighted approaching the ship from 135° relative at an altitude of

approximately 7, 000 and at a distance of approximately 5-6 miles f{rom
the ship,A This aircraft was noticed to have similar if net identical
characteristics to the jet alrcraft which had orbited the ship at 1030,
LIBERTY received no communications from this aircraft ner did it
attempt to transmit any to the aircraft. The Commanding Office’r
directed the Officer of t};e Deck to call the forward gun mounts stating
he be]:ieved' the aircraft welre going to attack, The Officer of the Deck
tried unsuccessfully three tirnes to raise the forward mounts, One
aircraft ?ass ed down track of the ship, and at about 1403 there was a
loud explosion -~ portside amidship. Prior to the attack, at about
1400, the Com.manding Officer personally sighted the minaret at El

Arish at a bearing of 142° from the ship and range determined from

radar of 25, 5 miles. _ Prior to the air'attack there was no fire directed




explosion, the Commanding Officer ordered gemeral quarters and
s‘ignalled all ahead flank on the engine order telegraph. Between
1405 Va.nd 1410 LIBERTY was under repeated air attack with two or
more aircraft making between 6-8 coordinated strafing, rocket and
incendiary runs over the ship. The attacks were made in a criss~
cross fashion over the ship with each attack coming at appro;ximately
45-second to one~-minute intervals. These attacks caused three major
fires topside covering large areas of the ghip with flames and smoke.
Two 55 gallon gasoline drums on the portside 01 level and a motor
ﬁhaleboa.t on the starboard side on the 02 level aft of the bridge were
set ablagze, In addition, the public address system, the 21 MC and most
sound-powered phone circuits were severed or destroyed during ‘the |
first .of the attack., While the air attack was in pregress and despite
a severe leg ipjury from shrapnel, the Commanding Officer obtained
a camera from the safe on the Bridge and commenced photographing

the attacking aircraft and later the motor torpedo boats engaged in the

strafing and torpedo attack,

SURFACE ATTACK ON LIBERTY

During the latter moments of the air attack three moter torpede

boats (MTB's) were noted to be appreaching the ship from the northeast

Page 11 of 23 pages
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on a relative bearing of approximately 135° at a distance of about 15
miles, _LIBERTY was en a course of 28397 at a speed in excess of
five knots. The boats were in wedge formation, 150-200 yards apart,
with the center boat the lead point of the wedge., Their sPeéd was
estimated at 27-30 knots. Since they appéared to be coming in a
torpedo lauanch attitude, the Commanding Officer directed mount 51

to take the boats under fire, He also noticed that the normal steaming
ensign had been shot away during the air attack and erdered a second
ensign to be hoisted from the yardarm. A holiday size ensign was
hc.aisted on the port yardarm. It has been determined that the size of
this flag was 7 x 13 feet. The Commanding Officer alerted the crew
to standby for a terpedo attack from the starboard side, LIBERTY
continued on a course of 283°T at maximum speed. At about 1428
WhQP the boats were approximately 2, 000 yards from LIBERTY, there
appeared to be signalling from the center boat, It also appeared to :
the Commanding Officer that this boat was flying an Israeli flag,
Because of the intermittent blocking of the view by smoke and flames,
it was not possible to read the signals of the boat and no signals were
fransmitted from LIBERTY due to the fact that the starboard search-

lght had been destroyad in the alr attack. Inview ef the pessibility

Page 12 of 23 papges
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that the attacking aircraft were Israeli and the atiack was conducted

in error, the Commanding Officer yelled to rmeunt 51 te hold fire.
However the order was apparently not received and at about 1431,
mO\J;nt 51 fired a short burst at the boats. As soon as mount 51 opened

fire, mount 53 began firing at the center boat. Mount 53's fire was

described as extrernely effective and blanketing the area and the center

torpedo boat. Simultaneous with the firing from mounts 51 and 53, the

MTB's commenced strafing the starboard side of LIBERTY. The flames

‘from the burning whaleboat made it impossible to approach rnount 53

from the starboard wing. The Commanding Officer ordered Ensign

Lucas around the portside of the bridge to get machine gun 53 to cease
fire, Simultaneously the Commanding Officer passed the word to standby

for a terpedo attack. Insign Lucas returned and stated he saw no one

at mount 53, At 1434 a torpedo passed 75 yards astérn of LIBERTY,

At 1435 a torpedo struck the starboard side of LIBERTY amidship. The
torpedo hit cansed no major fires but the blast caused a loss of electrical
power throughout the ship, and a 9° starboard list. The explosion

caused the ship to come dead in the water with all power and steering

control lest. Engines and bollers were secured at 1436, The torpedo

struck the research coerdination center. These spaces flooded in-

stantly. The condition of the remeins recovered from this space

indicated that death was instantaneous. ' | ; @
| RSULCRET
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ACTIVITIES OF MOTOR TORPEDD ECATS AFTER -ATTACK

Immediately after the ship was struck by a torpedo, the MTB's
stopped dead in the water and milled around astern at a distance of

approximately 5-800 feet from LIBERTY. One of the MTB's was seen

to have a hull number of 206-17, One of the boats started signalling

the ship, Code Lima Indiz signifying that the ship was not under com-

mand was hoisted by LIBERTY. Using a hand-held Aldis lamp,

LIBERTY signalled "U. S. Naval Ship'. The MTB then sent in English

"Do you need help?' followed by '"Do you want us to standby?" The

LIBERTY reply to both inquiries was in the negative, The MTBE then

came up to the portside and flashed "Goed Luck" and returned astern

to join the other two boats. At about 1505 the MTB's retired towards

shore to a range of about five miles. At about 1507 a helicopter bearing

the Star of David approached LIBERTY from the portside and hovered '

at a distance of about 500 yards. A second helicopter approached the

ship at 1508. The markings on these helicopters were 04 and 08 or

D4 and D8 respectively. Passes were made around and over the ship

but they were not observed to pick up bodies, persons or debris. At

1536, the MTB's which had departed again headed towards the ship at

high speed. The order to standby for torpedoes was again given. No

attacks occurred znd the MTE's departed. Between 1536 and 1719‘,E
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the MTB's returned to the ship several times. By 1713 they had

retired out of sight over the horizon., At about 1615, two unidentified

jet aircraft approached the ship from the starboard side and recon-
noitered from a distance. At about 1845 an Israeli helicoPtei circled
close to LIBERTY and attempted to signal, The craft appeared

desirous of landing, but the Commanding Officer ruled out a landing as

toe hazardous. Repeated attempts to communicate with the helicopter

were unsuccessful., At 1852 a message packet was dropped on the fore-

castle, The message written on a calling card of the U, S. Naval

Attache, Tel Aviv asked ""Have you casualties?’, LIBERTY attempted

by several means to commmunicate that there were many casualties, but
there was no indication that the message was understood. The heli-~

copter departed shortly after sunset -- about 1905,

MESSAGES OF 7 AND 8 JUNE ORDERING CHANGES OF LIBERTY OPERATIONS

Means and time of transmission and handling of several messages
are of importance in the sequence of events leading up to the attack on
LIBERTY on 8 June 1967, Included in the record of the Court of Inguiry

are evidence and testimony to the effect that from 1 June and until and

during the attack on LIBERTY, communications systems concerned were
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inundated with large numbers of messages many of which were of high
precedence, The messages discussed below were competing with this
flood of messages for the available capacity of message handling systems
and talents of the personnel involved.

LIBERTY was, on 8 June 1967, copying the JRTT Broadcast origi-
nating from U, S, Naval Communications Station, Asmara and the XRI
Broadcast originating from U. 5. Naval Communications Station, Greece
The forrmer broadcast was LIB_.ERT'S-(‘S brimary means of receipt of
general service messages and the latter its primary means of receipt
of messages pertaining to its research mission. LIBERTY had been
copying JRTT since 070001Z June and prior to that time had been copying
the KRTT Broadcast, keyed from Morocco, Each of these broadcasts
is crypto covered. Physical locations of the broadcast terminals and
comrnunications files in LIBERTY were in the research spé;ces,. the

These files were not available to the

Court since they were largely destroyed.

]

JCS priority precedence message 7337 072230Z June 1967,
addressed to USCINCEUR for action and ILIBERTY, COMSIXTHEFLT,
CINCUSNAVEUR and cothers for information, stated that LIRERTY's

previously assigned operating area (JCS 6724 0115457 June 1967) was

TP &
e

[
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for guidance only and could be varied as local conditions dictated,
Closest peints of approach to UAR and IS RAEL were increased to 20
and 15 miles respectively. The record does not indicate fhe timme of
receipt o‘f this message by USCINCEUR, However, it was received by
CINCUSNAVEUR at 08/1642Z and COMSIXTHFLT at 08/0724Z,
ILIBERTY did not receive the message prioxr to the attack since the
message was not received by Naval Communications Station, Asmara -
until 08/2125Z and broadcasted ten minutes later. It should be noted
that JCS message 7347 which is discussed below caﬁcelled this message
and tﬁat 0801107 was réceived by the action addressee, USCINCEUR,
prier ve receipt of 072230 7.

JCS message 7347 080110Z Tune 1967 was a Top Secret, immediate
precedence message addressed to USCINCEUR for action and
CINCUSNAVEUR, COMSIXTHFLT, LIBERTY and’othefs for informa-
tion. The message réquested that LIBERTY comply with operating
areas previously imposed on SIXTHF LT units, i.e., not closer than
100 miles to Israel, Syria and Egypt and 25 miles to Cyprus, This
message, when transmitted for LIBERTY by the Department of the
Army Communications Center, {DACC), was misrouted to Nawval
Communications Statien, Philippines where it was received at 08/04007.,
Naval Communications Station, Philippines personnel then rerouted ¢

gg&gg%@
IR
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message to Naval Communications Station, Morocce at 08/04492Z,

however, it was received by DACC at 0805022 and routed by DACC

to National Security Agency, The message was not recelved by Naval

Communications Stations, Asmara or Morocce for transmission to
LIBERTY. Time of delivery to CINCUSNAVEUR was 08/03127Z.
COMSIXTHF LT received the message via Naval Communications
Station, Morocco at 08/0639Z, Time of delivery to USCINCEUR, the

action addressee, 1s not shown in the record, however, this time has

been established as 08/0211Z.

USCINCEUR immediate precedence message ECJC/IRC 09045

0806257 June 1967 was addressed to CINCUSNAVEUR for action and

COMBSIXTHFLT, LIBERTY and othere for information, Reference {a)

of this message was a telephone conversation between an officer of

the originator's headquarters and CINCUSNAVEUR duty officer which
occurred at 0804257, This conversation is discussed below. Refer-

ence {b) was the JCS 100 mile message, The entire text was " This

confirms reference A to take ref;erence B FORAC,!" It has been

determined that the time of receipt of this message by CINCUSNAVEUR

was 08/0727Z, This message was transmitted on JRT'T Fleet Broad-

cast at 08/105972,
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CINCUSNAVEUR immediate precedence message 0804557 June
1967 dir-ec.ted. COMSIXTHF LT to take JCS 0801102 June 1967 for action.
It has been determined that COMSIXTHF LT received this message
08/05187Z. In addition to sending the message discussed above, the
CINCUSNAVEUR Contingency Watch Team, using a teletype conference
circuit, passed JCS 080110Z June to COMSIXTHF LT along with a wire-
note to take it for action. This occurred at about 08/04407,

COMSIXTHF LT immediate precedence message 0809172 June 1967,
addressed to LIBERTY for action and sixteen information addressees,
directgd LIBERTY to proceed immediately to a new operating area and
not to aéproach the coast of the UAR, Israel, Syria or Lebanon closer
than 100 miles and Cyprus closer than 25 miles, This message wWas
transmitted to Naval Communications Station, Morocco at 08/1058 7 and
entered into the Defense Communications System at 08/1100Z for
delivery to Naval Communications Station, Asmara. (LIBERTY was -
copying the Asmara Fleet Broadcast). After relay by DCS Major Relay
Station, Seville (San Pablo) the message was transmitted to DCS Major
Relay Station, Asmara where it was erroneously relayed to Naval
Communications Station, Greece at 08/1215%Z or 08/12287 (conflict of
evidence) from W_hich it was returned to DCS Major Relay Station,

Asmara at 08/15037* and then sent to Naval Communications Statio

Page 1% of 23 pages
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Asmara from which it was broadcast at 08/1525Z, The first air
attack occurred at 08/1203Z, |

In addition to, and concurrent with, the record communications
discussed above ‘there were a number of telephone c:m.lversations/
directives between members of the commands concerned which are
important in considering the sequence of events,

I: 2072357 there was a VOCOM (secure telephone) from an
officer in the Joint Reconnaissance Center, (JRC) Washington, to a
member of the CINCUSNAVEUR Contingency Watch Team, in which it
was requested that LIBERTY be withdrawn to an operating area not
clogser than 100 miles from Israel, TJAR and Syria. The record fur-
ther indicates concern by CINCUSNAVEUR personnel since; the calll
had bypassed USCINCEUR, was not confirmed by a message or date-
timme group of a message, and they "had been burned in the past when
a phoene call directive was net backed up with a messape',

2., At 08/0030Z the CINCUSNAVEUR Command Center Duty
Officer called and advised a USCINCEUR staff mmember of the JRC
call and reguested that the directive be ecenfirmed a:nd a date-time
grouprbe-.provided.

T | 08/03252 the CINGUSNAVEUf{ Command Duty Officer

called and reqguested anether USCINCEUR. staff member to apprise him
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of action taken on the request made in the 08/0030Z call. Shortly
thereafter, the USCINCEUR representative returned the call and
provided the date-time group (JCS 080110Z). A copy of JCS mes-

sage 080110Z was delivered to the CINCUSNAVEUR duty efficer

epincident with this call. At this tirne the teletype comfereriee noted

above was initiated.

During the air attack, pursuant to an order received in the ship's
radiec control via the general announcing system, the CINCUSNAVEUR

High Cemmand voice net was utilized by LIBERTY to report the attack

and the situation as it developed. These transmissions were received

by USS SARATOGA and passed to higher authority via Naval Commu-

nications Station, Greece, This High Command circuit became the

primary means of communication with LIBERTY since LIBERTY

carried out destruction procedures of classified material including

keying material, .

DEATHS AND INJURLES

The air and surface attacks on Uss LIBERTY resulted in the

death of thirty-four persons and injuries to 171 persons. Copies of
the death certificates (NAVMED N) of those killed are attached to this

summarization as Appendix C. Appendix D to this summary contains
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a list of the injured with diagnosis, prognosis, expected disability and
the actual or expected loss of time from duty for each injured person.
Pertinent treatment records as cobtained by the Chief, Bureau of Medicine
and Surgery are also containefi in Appendix D, It has been determined -

that as of 21 September 1967, all but ten of the total injured have been

returned to a full duty status.

MATERIAL DAMAGE

The major material damage to LIBERTY resulted from the torpedo
explosion. This explosion resulted in a hole centered at frame 60 and ’
extending Zfl feet downward from just below the second deck and longi-
tudinally from frame 53 to frame 66 ‘(39 feet). The hole was teardrop
in sha.pe-, larger at the bottom. 6utboard 15 feet of the first platform
and the associated str;acture were badly damaged. There was lesser.
damage to the second platform deck, The second deck and frames were
buckled from frame 52 to frame 62 and ex’ce;nding ighoatd 1§ feel. In
addition there was major damage to all interior joiner bulkheads below
the #econd detk from frame 52 toframe 78 along the emfire width of the
ship, The two rese%’.rgh compartments which extend the entire width of

the ship suffered severe structural damage and were flooded, Installed

equipment and facilities were reduced to twisted wreckage.
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Topside damage resulting from aircraft's étrafing and rocket attacks
and from MTB strafing -~ the ship was hit by more than 821 shells and
rockets, many of them incendiary -~ resulted in the pilot house and
signal bridge, forward deck house, all gun tubs, many antennas,
numerous bulkheads and decks bein'g holed by explosive rockets, Tile
whale boat was ’destrpyed and many life rafts holed or burned. There
were nurmerous fires resulting from incendiary munitions. The gZyro-
compass, air conditioning plant and many mincr items of equipment
which were located in superstruc’;ure spaces were damaged or destroyed.,
Numerous living spaces and personal effects were damaged by holing,

shrapnel and wetting during firefighting,

The total cost to effect repairs of damage to the ship and equipment

has been estimated as $5, 612, 160,00, Appendix E to this summary con-

tains an itemization of the estimated cost of repairs.
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18 June 196’2

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on ltr of RADM Isaac C. KIDD:, USN 111645/1100
of 18 June 1967

From: Commander in Chief, U. 8. Naval Forces, Europe
To:  Judge Advocate General

Subj: Court of Inquiry to inquire into the circumstances

surrbunding the armed attack on USS LIBERTY (AGTR-5)
on 8 June 1967 (u’}

1. Readdressed and i@rw,arded.

2, On 8 June 1987, the UBS LIBERTY Suffered an unprevoked attack by
Israeli air and naval forces in 1nternat10na.1 waters off the coast of the
United Arab Republic. The Court of Inquiry, convened by CINCUSNAVEUR

“to look inte the circumstances and prepare findings related te this attack

has completed its deliberations which are forwarded herewith.

3. It is the opinion of the convemng authorl’cy that Uss LI_BERTY was
operating in intevnational waters in cenformance with the most recent

,.guldance recewed by her premded by competem a.uthorlty. I’c is 1mportant

dld ot recelve:fer a. combmatien of several reasons could-‘have resuy E
had they been received in timely faghion, in the ship being as much as 10@
miles away from the posfclon in which she found hergelf at 12007 on 8 June,

4, The ci:.ir‘cums.tan.e;es, when viewed in retrogpect through the record of
proceedings, Indicate that any one or combination of the geveral communica-
tions delays and/ or non- rece1pts varied in the reasons therefor from
personnel error to technical difficulty, including errors in Judgmen‘c

u’ﬁ Had LIB,ERTY not been attacked, the probablllty lﬁ high tha

to%keep in mmd thet de‘?eis:Lens sﬁbsequent -te“LiBE ‘ s 1n1t1a1 operatlonal

% GROUP-3
Downgradad et 12 year intepvzls
= Mot auramatically destassified.
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tasking were based upen no known new ev1dence of potential danger.de the,
ghip; but were rather based upon: f’actors other than operational in nature.

It 1s‘ the conviction of the convening autherity, that, ¥sd new hard
ftelligence been available and been the basis for new decigions governing

,L]BERTY‘S moyvements, follow-on actions taken with specific regard to

guaranteeing timely. delivery of such-eritical guidance would have been
handled dlfferently Such was not the case. Therefore, nermal formal
procedural practices were followed,. and the new command decigions were
relayaed to-the Shlp in routine fashien, i.e. by standard fleet broadcasts

rather than by emergency direct communication capabilities which were
available--such as the I—IIC.M net.

6. It is the further conviction of the conyening authority in regard te

the foregoing, tha} prospective imiplementors,. such as the ship itgelf,

‘of action directed by higher authority, when the immediaey of action is
crltlcal must be informed of the planned action concurretit with the
transmigsion of action instructions by the hlgher authorlty involyved. In
thig re spect we found LIBERTY’S situation. being discugsed at the highest
command levels where decisions were being made and instructions igsued
without taking cencurrent precautions o’ inform the ship of the planned
actions by the same most rapid means of communications available-~in this
case, teiephomc and veice~radie systee. On the other hand, howeyer,

ona,l evldence

7.

In gummary on this point certain remedla,l measures for future
situations are indicated, some of which are within the capabilities of this

headquarters. . These will be 1mp1emented by CINCUSNAVEUR, and his

subordinates, ie inelude, for example, cpncurrent paralleling intentions
known to €INGUSNAVEUR from higher authority direct te prospective

action subordinates immediately upon recelpt of the guidance in giestion.
It mus’c be borne 111 mind hewever ‘chat here agam, fhe best profess el

X
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8., TFupther to the foregoing, the convening authority has reviewed the

ngs mast carefully g e determme whether or not there wag any
ioh received by the ghip's embarked capabilities prior to thé
kwhich would have dictated a need for emergency measures.
piece of avallabie evidence indicates that such was not the case,

Every

9] he m.ajgter of command .a_nd‘cgntrol, .the ch}ening authority, as

i _e attack had been recelved from stlll hlgher authorlty, in no way
altereci the full responsn.blllty for the ship resting on CINCUSNAVEUR
himsg H, There 1s no que sti@n but that CINCUSNAVEUR had the con-

] .e safety whlle in a551gned areas° Further there Was
_,_‘__ce av_,”lable to CINCUSNAVEUR up to the moment of the attack "
1tse1f 1:0 indicate the ship was injeopardyto a degree beyond normal and

contmulng russks extant in any operatwna’l situation prox1mate to the shores
of Warrlng nations

19, Im summary, in this instance as in others throughout recent ye ars, it
was the ]udgment of the C@mmander in Chlef U, 8. Naval Ferces, Europe,

'TY were well Worth the

1 —--been taken by CIN CUSNAVET R and_ yha.s subordmate

‘ e {two days befo:r-e the attack) both of which
dlrectives all concerned assumed were known to USS LIBERTY. The
record. dlscloses however, that while LIBERTY had received the CINCUS-
NAVEUR guidance to COMSIXTHFLT, LIBERTY had not received COM-
SIXTHFLT's megsage of 6 June wherein details for the implementation of
this tempering and discretionary guidance had been provided, together with
proper provisions for the protection of the chip in the event of an egmergency.

1‘1

.n the technlcal and mafcerlal slde the canvening authorlty notéd With

1a‘t1n&“ Capa "e;;s dl¢
¥ele ,,‘.'-’Sed :_ipon mlted ELT.? Wle
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.fieet unlts themselves In the flna.l ,analysls

approximately one year.
twe to feur moenths
million dellars.

Major overhaul reqmrement,s approximately
b Aggregate dollar costs tetal some twelve to fourteen

12. On the matfer of personnel, heroism was the order of the day. The
Commanding @fficer is being recommended for the Congressional Medal
of Honor and the ship for the Presidential Unit Citation.

13. E is the conviction of the convening authority that the possibility is
high that the ship would Have been lost completely had there not been the
highest order of damage control competence on board combined with the

fact that the ship had secured from General Quarters for drill enly minutes
before the attack took place.

14, Visual identification procedures and technigques require early

. attention, . We, as well ag the Israells, were apparently deficient in our
) recegmza‘non cornpetence compared to World War II levels of proficiency.

Current United States Shlp proflles are not readily locatable except in
such decuments as Jane's Fightmg Ships''.. Where we haye active ship
conflguratlons susceptible to confusmn with other ships of eother nations,
we should explore immediately improved identification measures such as
national colers on vertical and horizontal surfaces using high visual
intenigity paints, a safeguard not susceptible to being ‘shot down in the

g stages of an action ag was the case inthe. LIBERTY incident.
Inte ge fires on the ship coupled with herculesn efforts by the engineer
department to increase speed both produced heavy black smeke which com-~
pm..l..nsied the regognition problem facing the attacking forces.

The foregoing comments by the convening. autherlty lead to an overall
cencluslon that the atiack was'in fact a mistake; that the element of com-
plete surprise without inquiry’ eliminated any possibility for a tlmely
government to government announcement of the ship's presence had we been
asked; that communication shortfalls resulted in delays in delivery of
operational traffie which, had they not eccurred, might have resulted in the
ship bemg at a Safer dlstance off shere The lessons 1earned m“f’i

ysis, 1’5 ig this same fleei; unlt ot
must enjoy timely advice to be effective. No useful purppse is served by
comple’se knowledge and awarenesg of decigsions at highdlevels without ap-
proprlate concurrent actions stemming therefrom at THeA

in the critical chain.

' J g R e ikt
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18. Communications limitatiens continue with us. Improvements in
equipment never seem quite able to fully offset load increases and the
ever present pergonnel error. Where such combine with staffing
delays and completely unexpected actions through mistake by anoether
state, the results cannot be other than explosive in international
potential,

17. The proceedings and findings of the Court of Inquiry are approved,
based upon knowledge available as of 1914257,

Reproduction of this
document in whole or
in part is prohibited
gxcept with permission
of the issuing office
or nigher authority,
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DEPARTMFNT OF THE NAVY -
United States Atlantic Fleet :
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF '@

Norfolk, Virginia 23511 P

Sex 60073“ /JIL4T
6 Septémber 1967

—

¥rom: Commander in Chlef U.S. Atlantlc Fleet
To: Chief of Raval Operatlcns '

IR

Subj: Court. of Inquiry fo anuire into the clrcumstances surrounding
R the armed attack om USS LIBERTY (ACTR 5) on- B June 1967 (U)

Ref: (a) CNO ltr .Op- 618/jrb Ser 000204?61 of 21 June 1967

1. (U) In accordance with the request . contained fn reference (a),
enclosuvre (1) thereto has been reviewed

£ 2. (8) A review. of the proceediﬁgs reveals that the court Was not
requi’red by the -convening authority to submit opinlons and recom—"
mendations and none were 1n fact subnutted

3. h}ég The Commander in Chief WS Atlantic Fleet generaily concurs
in tWe comments of .CINCUSNAVEUR except as stated in this paragraph
CINCLANTFLT is. of the opinlon that

‘a, The genior.- officers 1n ‘the operatlenal chain of command who

A .. received the JCS. directive to move the LIBERTY to 100 miles off the

H RECE ‘&Vﬁsbo :of Israel should have taken direct, and positive action to 1nf0rm
| e 8 Fiie : fmplementing agent COMSIXTHFLT w1thout de]&y

WAl & FILES B
L4 SE 106 : ; - L EEL e
D The U S Army Communicatlons Center Asmara should be required
f rnish a8 getailed re port of the reason for the fallure to pass ‘the -

fj. There is ) ctitical shortage of experlpncad ﬁommunlcations
nne1 48 signed o communlcaLLoﬂs atatlons. '

= r _dack of emergency reserve signaling devices on board LIBERTY
for use after rhe signal lights were destroyed may have contributed e
the MIB attack since the IDF clalims tha* the MTBS attempted ta contact
the ship prior,to themr attaak, -

., ﬁdﬂcquata o yaﬁ di T;@ﬂﬁiﬁurht4ﬁr by Tarneli. force engaged” 18
thc attack may yuis auzrect]y cihwﬁ as the, YE¢SOH for the attack o

- gRoUP-3 . 0 . . L R
A Do¥mpraded at 12 year intewwnis: -~ - - L : B [
= Lautomatically dezlsssified . Pape 1 of - Payes
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f. The investigatlion does not adequately portray the magniltude of
the damage wrought by the IDF, (As au example, no mention 1g made of
the use of mapalm or anti-persomnnel type bombs.)

g. Defense Attache Officers should be furnished with current in-

formation relating to the presence of a ship with the configuration and
mission of ships such as LIBERTY.

4, gﬁﬁ CINCLANTFLT recommends as follows:

a, Senior Watch Offlcers and action staff officers throughout the

armed forces should be emphatically reminded of their responsibilities
in handling directives of high priority and sensitivity.

b, The qualifications of radiomen, particularly in the grade of
second class and higher, be reviewed with a view to -establishing training .

programs and upgrading where necegsary and further testing if such is
" indicated,

¢. The Defemse Communicatlons Agency be requested to review com-

munications procedures with a view to reducing the number of messages

which are clogging the communications system, and thus permit the rapid
flow of the truly 1mportant mﬂqsages,‘

‘de  Implementation of opinion g. which is stated in‘paragiaph 3 hereof,

* g, Damage control procedures used by LIBERTY personnel be documented

for future use Navy-wide as an example of outstanding performance of
duty under the most adverse circumstances,

5, (U) CINCLANTFLT Will initiate action to impiement the items recom-
mended in paragraph 4 which can be implemented within the resources
-and authority of the Commander inm Chief.

6., () Subjert to the foregoing, the procesdings, Eindiﬁga ef fact,
and recommendations of Commsnder in Chief, U. S, Naval Farres, Europe,
5TE CﬂvLUlYQ& in,

. w“"?pf’éfi: gﬂi’# ,,,twégﬂﬁﬁﬂw,,rf/

; — . ¥, BOLMES
Copy Lol e
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY Wﬁ_ ™

Ol-;FlCE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTOMN, D.C. 20350 IN REPLY REFER TO

Op-002:tr

7 July 1967

~ TOP SECRET (Unclassified upon removal of enclosures)

MEMORANDUM FOR THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL OF THE NAVY

COPY N0 o OF T COPIES

Subj: TUSS LIBERTY Court of Inquiry; addenda to

Encl: (1) USDOCOSOUTH 011020Z July 1967 (TS)
(2) USDOCOSOUTH 021734Z July 1967 (C) _
(3) NAVCOMMUNIT NAPLES 06122Z22Z July 1967 (8)

(4) Photographs (4) of USS LIBERTY in drydock
at Malta (U)

1. At the request of Hear Admiral T.' C. Eidd, Jr.,
President of the Court of Inquiry convened by Commander
in Chief, U. 8. Naval Forces, Europe cn the USS LIBERTY

incident, enclosures (1) through (4) are forwarded here~-
with for insertion into the Record.

2., Records of this office indicate that your office holds
copy number 1 of the Record of the Court of Inquiry.

Executive Askistant to the
Chief of Naval Operations

App. B to encl (1) of TJAG End JAG:131. Lt

DBB:as, Ser. 00010 of

0p-00 Memo 000365-67
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RSCH+ ASST COUNSEL LABERTY

FOR 2ART KlNG*DPfBOE; Iwru LCDh FLrNt

1, CINGUSNAVEUR 2616492 PASEP TO:CNO;FQR.CAPT KING REFERS,

n1v'

. RIFZRENGCE MSG TO BE IN&ERTED‘ENTO_LJBERTY RECORD TOGETHER WITH.
OLLOWTNG AHPLTFYING INFO. = 2

' 3"¢3g FHQT”'NGING TE EVIDENCED HUCh INIEthT IN LIBERTY COMMO

“[quI,L~' HahE TN ROUTINL REPORTS AND REQUESTS FOK WMISSED MSGs: WERE

f*_g;wa vawhﬁ& O UR W T HER WORE CRITICAL OUTOUING TRAFFIC A5 K.

A SOTEE N THE FATN TRETN, THIS PRACTICE COVENED TN DETATT AS |~
FECALL, IR .CINCUSNAVEUR COVERING ENDORSEMENT, JCS TEAMS FEELING

3 SEEMED . TO BE THAT SHIP WAS POSSIBLY A LITTLE SLIPSHOD TN FILING
'EW SUCH NWUT]ME REPORTS BECAUSE THENF WAS. NO RELORD OF SOMF OF

HEH
BITREPH. AN PuSl1s BYER-BRING EFEIVLU., -

4, MY CONVICT]ON'FROM_MUST:CLO E AQ*DCIATION WITH qURVIVING NEMPFRS

i'.SHIPS SOMPAMY -WAS: THAT SHIP WAS MET|CULOUSLY THOROUGH IN THIS AND ALL
" 3THERS AREAS BUT COURT COULD NOT PROVE [T AT VIRE REPORT QUG-

MITT=D ON 18 JUNE, Wk KEPT_ DIGGING. HOWEVER AND RETERENCED MSG PRDVES
B _W=RZ CORRECT, ' . :

L_IS APPEARS TO BE LAST RrbﬁVERKBLh W IECE OF FACTUAL EV]DENte
(415 AGPECT OF COPMUNICATIGN 185UE WUiCH FURTHER INJENSIFIES THE
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NAVAL MESSAGE

B A S

®OUT INE
R- 0217347 JUL! 67
FM- USDOCOBOUTH

TO: CNO

GuO-NEP!I DE'N T I A Lt NOFORN

FPRU Cami KING D&~ UO :
|HEIEQ£_ONING MESSA E 1S QUOTED: EOR’YOUR%L&FO'
25616497 JUN 67 i
| FM c;NCU° NAVEUR:
~ TO RUFRF/COMFAIRMED ’
I
C Oi N FIT D EfNiT 1 A L. NOFORN
COMFAIRMED NOT ADDEEW PLEASE - PASS T RADM: K§DRD: IN
UsS. NATIONALI CHANNELS: : '
PERSONAL WIRENOTE: FORi RADM KIDD.
LISERTY INCIDENT (U} .

»

1., OFFICIALI FOLLOWURI ACTION REVEALS: THE: TWO: LIBERTY -
S]TREP/POSIT MEGBAGES SENT -ON:-3 AND -4 -JUNE DROPRED:
THROUGH! THE: CRACKS: ATITHE .SECURITY GROU®. I[N MOQROCCO,.

USER GHANNELS: FORi ONWARDI DELIVERY AS: THEY SHOULD HAVE:
DONE. MISHANDLING' ISt ATTRIBUTED TY0::OPERATOR. ERROR.

TO. CNO AND USCINGEURI FOR:-OFFECIALr INSERTTON: INTO: THE

QECOnDc THE: CONTENT OF} THESE! MESSAGES: 18: QUUTED' FY1¢
USS! LIBERTY 0820287 '

QUQW:

CONF IDENTTAL

JC8 PASS TO JRC

CINCLANT FASS. 70 JRCI

"SETREBP/POSIT ‘

1%. 03240049 POSET 37 lDN& 004 0?E7b PﬂM GDSTAL ‘EASTEERLY
15 KIS; a

CAPT KINGLODZ2) o, AQT
YA G4BLSF: «- :

i

INVESTIGATION! BY MOROGCOvPERSONNEL: REVEALS. THERE. IS NO: -
ENIDENCE THAT SECGRU: REFILED. THE MESSAGES: INTO: COMMON - |

| 2. AS YOUI DIRECTEDy . THI St INFORMATTON: HAS. BEEN: PASSED ON:'

1

oooboa

Enel (2) %o CNO Memo 0p~002
000365-67 of T/7/67

EONTROL NOC. TIME CF RECEIPT

C02E37/3/0Q

DATE TIME GROUF

= D2LIT JUL. 6




NAVAL MESSAGE

"/ NAVY DEPARTMENT

i UNQUOTEL 4

.. CNO* AND- USCINCEUR:. COMPLETING- THEIR: ‘REGORDS:

,:fﬁ'4 THE MASTER ¥ ILE HAS BEEN' COMP FLED AND. ns‘SToRED,aN
i THE TOP SECRET MAULT AT JPHIS HDQTRS9 :

l?iREQUIREDg.VERY RESPECTFULLN"YOUR‘
£ L FEJNGERSCHr TRy 2 i) el
v ‘ r\PT"4 '—-(""' G 7 E

2, . TRSSCOM HYDRAUL&C=SYSTEM AGAIN FAILED, LEAKS BEYOND L5 L
- CAPACITY QF: SHIP*3. FORCE! TO REFAIR:. UNT1L1.SPARE FARIS: a

RECEJVED NEXT PODRE. QF! CALLh SITREP NoE Twa THSSGOM
CHSRER: SEPARATELY . .

B, USS LUIBERTY D420BOE
QUOTEL
CONFIDENTTAL:

JUS: PASS. T0: JRCH Pk - e S e SR

CINCLANT PASS: TD: JRGL | | e L g
. S{TREPYPOSIT - o P .
© 1, 04.24007 0'POSIT 37-22N4 04tvy5E8, - -~ WY '
CROM 42-16 UNTILI 0501307, THENCE 406715y . | s A

INQUQT Eis o . ; E e T

'3, THERE ]8: ONE; FINALUACTION :CONCERNING: PHOTOGRAPHS OF1 ", °
CERTAIN‘LDGS‘NHHCHaMUST‘HAVE‘BEEN-CONTAINED%IN!THE'ONE'g,J
‘ROLL-OF! RUINED. FILM, LABERTY HAS BEEN: REQUESTED TO: ~
FURN]SH: THE! APPROPRIATE: NEGATIVES OR: POLARO{D: P{CTURES, ..
UPON RECEJPT THEY W{lLLi BE: REPRODUGED. AND) CORIES: SENT'iTD:

PLEASEY ADVISE- LFITHERE IS ANY FURTHERlACTTON
JUNQDR LEGﬁLlADVTSORw

3
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N b
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i
CONTROL NG, PAGE OF ; PAGE TIME OF RECEIPT DATE TIME GROUP
002837 /3/CG! s OEl?BﬂZ_JULiQJ
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