POWERS OF ATTORNEY

WHAT IS A POWER OF ATTORNEY?

A Power of Attorney is a legal document in which one person (Principal or Grantor) gives another person (Agent or Attorney-in-Fact) legal authority to perform specified acts on his or her behalf. The Agent can make property, financial and other legal decisions for the Principal.  These decisions are binding on the Principal, even if the Principal would not have made the same decision, or if the Principal disagrees with the decision.

LIMITS ON POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Despite being a legal document, no organization is required to accept a power of attorney.  If you know a particular legal act you would like your agent to do, you should ask the organization what type of power attorney they will accept (e.g., Navy Housing only accepts special powers of attorney). You also should find out if they require any particular language in the power of attorney.
TYPES OF POWERS OF ATTORNEY

General Power Of Attorney:  

A General Power of Attorney gives an Agent almost unlimited legal authority to make broad property, financial and other legal decisions for the Principal. 

Special Power Of Attorney:


A Special Power of Attorney gives an Agent very limited legal authority to make specific decisions for the Principal.  A Special Power of Attorney enables the Agent to perform only the acts specified and protects the Grantor from broad misuse.  You can have as many special powers of attorney as you need. 

Durable Power Of Attorney:

A Durable Power of Attorney will remain or become effective if the Principal is incapacitated or disabled.
HOW DO I SELECT AN AGENT FOR A POWER OF ATTORNEY?


You should choose a trusted family member, a proven friend, or a professional with outstanding reputation for being honest.  This person should be financially responsible and understand your business affairs, needs, and desires, while you are absent.  Remember, you are responsible for whatever your Agent does with that power of attorney.
WHAT KINDS OF LEGAL AUTHORITY CAN BE GRANTED WITH A SPECIAL POWER OF ATTORNEY?

BANKING: Deposit Funds, Withdraw Funds, Endorse Negotiable Instruments, Obtain A Loan, Obtain A Credit Card.

REAL PROPERTY: Purchase or Sell Land or House, Obtain Loan to Purchase Land or House, Lease Property, Manage Property.

INSURANCE:   Purchase Insurance for any Item.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS:  Ship and Store Property (including vehicles), Submit and Receive Claim for Damages.

PERSONAL PROPERTY:  Use, Maintain, Sell, Purchase, and Register Personal Property (including vehicles).

MILITARY HOUSING: Accept and Vacate Quarters.

CHILDREN:  Emergency Medical Care, Limited Guardianship, In Loco Parentis, Full Guardianship, Medical Care, Evacuation, Custody.

TAXES:  File Federal and State Taxes. 

INFORMATION RESOURCES

The information contained in this pamphlet is general in nature, and may or may not apply to your particular case.  If you have any questions regarding a Power of Attorney or have any other legal questions please contact a NLSO Legal Assistance Attorney.  

**Note:  A “ POWER OF ATTORNEY”  worksheet is provided below.  This sheet is used to generate Powers of Attorney for entitled personnel.  If you are able to print it out, and complete prior to your arrival at the NLSO, we will be able to expedite your visit if solely for the purpose of obtaining a POA.   


POWER OF ATTORNEY WORKSHEETPRIVATE 

	PRIVATE 

Please Print Clearly

	PRIVATE 

Personal Data           Date: _________  

                                                             (mm/dd/yy)

Your Name: _________________________________  Rate/Rank _____

           (first, mi, last)

Your SSN: ___________________  Status: (Circle one) Active Duty/Civilian
Branch of Service: USN/USNR/USMC/USMCR/USCG/USCGR/USA/USAR/USAF/USAFR
                              (Circle appropriate branch)

State currently residing in: ________________________________________

Duty Station: _______________________________________________________

Individual you are appointing: ______________________________________

                               (first, mi, last)

Individual's address (including zip): _______________________________

                                      _______________________________

Expiration date (max. 1 yr)   (mm/dd/yy): ___________________________  



**** ATTORNEY USE ONLY ****

   ATTORNEY _______ 
	PRIVATE 
        GENERAL POA                         REVOCATION
GENERAL: YES//NO                      GENERAL_______  SPECIAL ________

DURABLE: YES//NO                    Date of POA ______________________ 



*****  SPECIAL POA  *****
	PRIVATE 

Please fill in only areas that you need, and the information requested.

	
1. BANKING
A Deposit Funds                    __________________________________ 

B Withdraw Funds                    (Bank name)  

C Deposit & Withdraw Funds          __________________________________
D Endorse Negotiable Instruments    (Bank address/city and state)  

E Obtain a loan for Grantor         __________________________________
F Obtain Navy Relief Loan           (Savings/Checking Acct. #s)
G Obtain a Credit Card for Grantor  $_________________________________
                                    (Amount of Loan)

	
2. REAL PROPERTY
A Purchase and obtain mortgage      __________________________________

B Purchase and obtain loan          (Address/legal description)

C Sale of Grantor's Property        __________________________________

D Lease of Grantor's Property       (city, county, and state)

E Lease Quarters                   $_________________________________

F Manage Real Property              (Amount of Loan/or max.Sec. Dep)

                                    __________________________________ 

                                    (type of deed)
                                    (Circle one) Mortgage/Contract/Loan                                      Limits: ______________________     


	PRIVATE 

3. HOUSEHOLD GOODS
A Ship Property                     ___________________________________

B Ship Hold Baggage                 (Address shipped from)

C Ship Car                          ___________________________________

D Claim for Damages                 (Address/Housing Office shipped to)

E Receive & Claim for Damages       ___________________________________

F Claim for Damages (All Property)  (Yr/Make/Model of Vehicle)

  (Attach list of specific items)   ___________________________________

                                    (Vehicle VIN #)

	
4. PERSONAL PROPERTY (Including Buy/Sell/Register Car)
A Use and Maintain                  ___________________________________

B Maintain & Sell                   (Item(s)/other than vehicle)

C Bargain & Sell                    $__________________________________

D Purchase H/H Items                (Amount of sale/max. of purchase)

E Register Car                      ___________________________________

F Purchase Car                      (Yr/Make/Model of Vehicle)

G Sell Car                          ___________________________________

H Make Claim For Damage/Loss/Theft  (Vehicle VIN #)

                                    ___________________________________

                                    (State to be registered in)

	
5. INSURANCE
A Purchase Insurance For any Item   ___________________________________

                                    (Item(s) to be insured)

                                    ___________________________________

                                    (Insurance Company)

	
6. MILITARY HOUSING
A Accept Quarters                   ___________________________________

B Vacate Quarters                   (Address of Housing Unit)

                                    ___________________________________

                                    (Military Base of Housing Office)

	
7. CHILDREN
A Emergency Medical Care            ___________________________________

B Limited Guardianship              (Full name of child,DOB, and age)

C In Loco Parentis                  ___________________________________

D Full Guardianship                 (Full name of child,DOB, and age)

E Medical Care                      ___________________________________

F Evacuation                        (Full name of child,DOB, and age)

G Custody                           (____)____________________________

                                    (Telephone # of grantee)

                                    __________________________________

                                    (Date POA is to start)

	
TAXES
A Federal                           Year:  __________________

B State                             State: ____________________________


Power of Attorney Execution Worksheet

	The judge advocate, legalman, legal assistance attorney or notary executing the POA must be fully satisfied that the customer understands the POA and is acting voluntarily.  In addition to the questions listed below any other questions the client may have must be answered before execution of the POA.


The following questions will be asked of each Legal Assistance Client PRIOR to executing any power of attorney:

1.  Do you, of your own free will, grant this power of attorney to the named grantee?

_______ Yes
________ No

2.  Have you read and do you understand each and every part of this document?

_______ Yes
________ No

3.  Do you understand you will be held legally and financially accountable for the acts of the person named in this power of attorney to the extent of the power granted?

_______ Yes
________ No

4.  Do you understand when the grantee acts in accordance with this power of attorney it is just as if you yourself had acted?

_______ Yes
________ No

	I acknowledge I have been counseled concerning the meaning and effect of this power of attorney.  I grant this power of attorney of my own free will and choice, and not under any threat or coercion.


________________________

Client Name (Print)
________________________

__________________________

Client Signature



LN / NOTARY

