INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING YOUR WILL

YOUR WILL


You have just finished executing your Will and may wonder what to do with it.  We recommend that you keep the original document in a safe place with your other important family documents. Completely destroy previous wills and codicils by tearing or burning.

EXECUTOR INSTRUCTIONS


You need to let your executor know where to find the original will, locate your property, identify your debts, and settle your affairs. Make a list or prepare a letter, to be kept with the will, that contains burial instructions, the addresses and phone numbers of all persons named in the will and the location of all personal property, real estate, bank accounts, insurance policies, safety deposit boxes, contracts, debts, monies owed to you, title paper, and other assets and liabilities. The Executor will need this information to settle your estate.

STORING YOUR WILL


Is it all right to put your Will in a safe deposit box?  In some states, when a box owner dies, the financial institution "seals" the box, requiring the County Clerk of Court to inventory the contents when it is opened.  Check the state law before placing the your Will in a safe deposit box.  At home, a safe place to store your Will is in a fire proof container.


HOW LONG IS IT VALID?


It is valid until you destroy it or make a new one.  Simply moving from state to state does not invalidate your Will.  Periodically review the document and ensure that it still meets your estate planning needs.  Because your will is not effective until your death, you can revoke or alter it at any time. If you desire to do so, you SHOULD consult your attorney as to the necessary formalities. NEVER write on the original will, remove staples or alter it in any manner. 

CHANGING YOUR WILL


Events such as marriage, birth of child, divorce and death of a named beneficiary, occurring after the making of a will, often affects its provisions. Whenever such events occur, you should review your will with the assistance of an attorney. 

LIVING WILLS


In addition, you may want to give copies of your living will and health care power of attorney to your doctor and family members.

Information Resources

The information contained in this pamphlet is general in nature, and may or may not apply to your particular case.  If you have any questions regarding your will or have any other legal questions please call the Naval Legal Service Office to make an appointment to speak with a NLSO Legal Assistance Attorney.


