PRE-MAST RESTRICTION

NAVPERS 1626/7 (Report and Disposition of Offense(s)) (Rev 8-81) has a specific block that deals with “pre-mast” restriction.  However, this old form should not mislead Commanding Officers, Executive Officers and Legal Officers.  There are no provisions in the Manual for Courts-Martial (MCM), 1998 that allow for “pre-mast restraint.”  Neither confinement nor restriction is appropriate if the command intends only to dispose of a case at NJP.

A belief that the member is a flight risk and will not appear at mast is insufficient grounds to impose such restraint pending NJP.  If the offense is of a serious nature that warrants restraint against the member, then the command must have the intent to court-martial the accused and must comply with the provisions of Rules for Courts-Martial (RCM) 304 and 305 in the MCM, 1998.
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