
Navy JAG Corps 
2010 National Moot Court Competition 

Official Rules 
 
This Competition is sponsored by the United States Navy Judge Advocate General’s Corps and 
is hosted by the Region Legal Service Office Southeast.  The competition exists to promote legal 
education and awareness of issues currently facing military justice practitioners and for law 
students to interact with members of the Navy JAG Corps. 
 
I.  General 
A.  Region Legal Service Office Southeast (RLSO SE) reserves the right to amend these rules at 
any time.  Notice of any change will be given to each team leader.  Decisions made by the 
Competition Coordinator in both interpretation of the rules and amendment to the rules are final 
and not subject to any appeals process. 
 
II.  Applications for Registration 
A.   Submission of a completed application for registration by the deadline of July 16, 2010 does 
not ensure participation.  The final field of accepted competitors is scheduled for release no later 
than July 30, 2010.   
 
B.  The Team Leader should serve as the sole point of contact between the Competition 
Coordinator and the team, however, as the competition is scheduled to occur on a naval 
installation, we have certain security requirements and therefore require contact information 
from all participants.    
 
C.  Only one team per school may register.  Schools with interest in sending a second team will 
have their second team placed on a waitlist and may be entered if space becomes available.   
 
D.  There is no entry fee for this Competition.  Lodging and transportation for participants is not 
covered by RLSO SE, however rooms have been reserved at the Navy Lodge on Naval Air 
Station Jacksonville for October 27-30, 2010.  Once accepted into the competition you will 
receive a team number and details about making room reservations within the reserved block of 
rooms. 
 
III.  Teams 
A.  Each team shall consist of no less than two and no more than four student competitors 
attending the same law school.   
 
B.  Student competitors must have completed at least one year of law school before the first day 
of the competition on October 28, 2010. 
 
C.  Law school graduates are not eligible to compete.  There may be no more than one team 
member per team who is currently on active duty, in the reserves, or who has accepted a 
commission in the JAG Corps of any military branch.   
 
D.  Any substitution or addition of team members after submission of the Application for 
Registration must be approved by the Competition Coordinator. 
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IV.  Briefs 
A.  The fact pattern for this year’s Competition is scheduled for release on August 16, 2010, and 
will be posted on the competition website.    
 
B.  Each team may elect to write their brief for either the Appellant or the Appellee.  However, 
each team will be required to argue both sides during the oral argument rounds. 
 
C.  Each brief shall be limited to thirty-five (35) double-spaced 8.5 x 11-inch pages with one-
inch margins on all sides using twelve (12) point Courier New font. 
 
D.  The 35-page limitation includes only the statement of the case, summary of the argument, 
argument itself, and conclusion sections of the brief.  The cover page, questions presented, table 
of contents, table of authorities, and appendices are not included in the 35-page limit.   
 
E.  Citations within the brief should be in compliance with the most recent edition of The 
Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation.  
 
F.  When notified of acceptance in the competition, each team will be notified of their randomly 
assigned team number.  Briefs shall not have any identifying information other than their 
assigned team number. 
 
G.  Violations of any of these rules will be met with the imposition of a penalty.  The severity of 
the penalty imposed will be solely in the discretion of the Competition Coordinator. 
 
V.  Submission and Scoring of Briefs  
A.  Each team shall submit one (1) electronic copy of its brief in .pdf format to LT Sarah Cottrill 
at sarah.cottrill@navy.mil NO LATER THAN 5:00 p.m. (EST), on Friday, October 1, 2010. 
 
B.  Briefs may not be revised or amended after they are submitted.  Supplemental or revised 
briefs will not be accepted. 
 
C.  Briefs will be posted on the competition website after the submission deadline. 
 
D.  Briefs will not be scored on the merits of the case, rather on the presentation of the arguments 
available. 
 
E.  One panel of judges will read and score all briefs.  Each individual judge will provide a 
numeric score.  The scores will be averaged to create the final score for the written brief. 
 
F.  The oral argument judges will not score the written briefs. 
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VI. Oral Arguments  
A.  A schedule of the competition rounds will be released after registration has closed and the 
final field of competitors has been announced. 
 
B.  Team members, team coaches, and faculty advisors are permitted to attend the arguments in 
which their team is competing.  Scouting of other teams or panels of judges is prohibited. 
 
C.  No exhibits, diagrams, charts, or other visual aids are permitted during the oral argument 
rounds. 
 
D.  At least two members from each team shall participate in each round of oral argument.  Each 
team will have thirty (30) minutes for oral argument.  The appellant may reserve up to three (3) 
minutes for rebuttal argument in one minute increments.      
 
E.  In advance of the round, the team leader will present the bailiff with the Round Registration 
Form.  The Round Registration Form indicates which competitor will argue which issue(s) and 
how much time, if any, the appellant is reserving for a rebuttal argument.  Round Registration 
Forms will be provided to the Team Leaders during their in-brief on the first day of the 
Competition.        
 
F.  During the competition round itself, the bailiff will advise counsel when fifteen (15) minutes 
have passed, when two (2) minutes remain, and when time has expired.  No team members, 
coaches, or advisors will be permitted to sit or stand in locations in view of the competitor 
arguing during the argument itself. 
 
G.  Discussion with the judges is prohibited until the critiques following the competition round. 
 
H.  Oral arguments will not be scored on the merits of the case, rather on the presentation of the 
available arguments. 
 
I.  Oral arguments will be scored by the panels that hear the arguments.  
 
VII.  Advancement in Rounds of Competition 
A.  The first day of competition will consist of four preliminary rounds, during which each team 
will compete three times.  At the conclusion of the preliminary rounds, the scores from the three 
oral arguments and the written brief will be calculated to determine the top 8 teams that will 
advance to the elimination rounds on the second day of competition.  
 
B.  There will be three elimination rounds (Quarterfinals, Semifinals, and Finals), with each 
round being single elimination.   
 
C.  Further details regarding the competition scoring and general processes will be provided once 
the final competition field has been set, no later than July 30, 2010. 
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VIII.  Awards 
A.  In addition to the overall winner of the competition, individuals and teams will be recognized 
in both the brief and oral argument portions of the competition. 
 
IX.  Questions 
A.  Before seeking clarification, review the Frequently Asked Questions and Updates sections of 
the Competition Website at www.jag.navy.mil/NationalMootCourtCompetition.htm, as your 
question may have been previously posed by another competitor and answered by the 
Competition Coordinator. 
 
B.  Team leaders may seek clarification of these Rules by emailing the question to the 
Competition Coordinator, LT Sarah Cottrill at sarah.cottrill@navy.mil.  The Competition 
Coordinator will release all submitted questions and responses to all competitors via the Team 
Leaders. 

 
BEST OF LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS! 


