LEGAL READINESS

What is “Legal Readiness”?

In the military, we are expected to be ready for anything at a moment’s notice.  We have to be ready to be called up, ready to deploy, ready to fight.  In order to be ready, we have to have all our affairs in order: our medical affairs, our financial affairs, our family affairs, and our legal affairs.


You wouldn’t leave home without making sure your pay is in order, and the Navy wouldn’t let you leave without a thorough medical exam.  Why would you leave without making sure your legal affairs are squared away?


The Naval Legal Service Office can help you straighten out your legal affairs.  Our free services cover all the items on the following checklist.  We will be happy to help you become legally ready.  Call for appointment information.

Legal Readiness Checklist

To become legally ready, ask yourself the following questions.  The NLSO can help you complete your checklist.

___ Notary.  Do I need any documents notarized, such as a vehicle registration or bill of sale?

___ Will.  Do I have a will?  Can I find it?  Is it up to date and no more than 3 years old?  Are my executor, guardian, and trustee current?  Has my family situation changed (marriage, divorce, children)?  Has my financial situation changed?

___ Living Will.  Do I desire a medical directive allowing an agent to discontinue artificial life support?  Do I want to donate organs?  Would I prefer to die at home instead of the hospital?

___ Power of Attorney.  Does my spouse need a power of attorney for paying bills, finding housing, registering a car, or paying taxes in my absence?  Does my spouse have a special power of attorney for accepting or moving into government housing or filing a claim for damaged property while I’m away?  

___ Taxes.  Do I need my federal income taxes prepared?  Can someone prepare them in my absence?  Do I know in which state I am a resident?  Do I know in which state my spouse is a resident?  Do I have forms and instructions for preparing state taxes?  

___  Military Clause.  Do I have a military escape clause in my lease? (Many servicemembers think they don’t need an escape clause if their move is due to military orders.  This is NOT true for most military moves!)

How to get Help


If you need help getting legally ready, or have a legal issue you would like to discuss with an attorney, you can call the NLSO to make an appointment.  Our services are available to all active duty personnel, retirees (as resources permit), and their dependents.  


The NLSO provides general legal advice on a broad range of issues.  In most cases, we cannot represent you in court or handle complex legal issues that require specialized legal knowledge.  However, we can help you find someone who can represent you in court or handle an intricate case.


Our will, power of attorney, notary, and tax services are fast and free.  We encourage all eligible personnel to take advantage of this important military benefit!

