ADOPTIONS  IN CONNECTICUT

WHAT IS AN ADOPTION?

Adoption is the legal procedure by which a child born to one set of parents (Natural Parents) becomes the legal child of another individual or couple (Adoptive Parents), who then assume all parental rights and duties concerning the child.  The legal result is that the child ceases to be the legal obligation of the natural parents and becomes the responsibility of the adoptive parents. 

TYPES OF ADOPTIONS

FULL ADOPTION: This occurs when both parents are adoptive parents. The Navy will reimburse a portion of the costs of a full adoption.  See a NLSO attorney for details.   

STEPPARENT ADOPTION: A stepparent adoption occurs when the new spouse of a natural parent agrees to adopt the child(ren) previously born to the ex-spouse of the natural parent.  If you are seeking a stepparent adoption and the non-custodial parent is deceased, unknown, or willing to consent, the NLSO staff can help you pursue the adoption without the need to retain a civilian attorney.  

CONTESTED ADOPTION: If the non-custodial natural parent opposes the adoption, the adoption is contested.  A contested adoption is more complex and you will need to consult a civilian attorney.  

STEPPARENT ADOPTION PROCEDURE


You will begin the stepparent adoption process by meeting with a legal assistance attorney who will counsel you regarding the legalities of the adoption. Some terms you may need to know include:

Petitioner: Natural parent maintaining custody.  

Adoptive Parent: Spouse of the Petitioner.

Natural Parent: Natural parent whose parental rights are being terminated.

After meeting with an attorney, a paralegal will take basic information from the petitioner and adoptive parent and prepare the consent documents for the natural parent to sign.  If the natural parent signs and returns the forms, then the case is treated as a consent adoption.  A non-consent adoption occurs when the papers are ignored and not returned.

After the consent documents are returned, or 30 days have lapsed, the NLSO paralegal will prepare documents for the termination of parental rights and for adoption. The petitioner and the adoptive parent will file these documents with the probate judge for the district in which the child resides and pay the applicable filing fees. 

The adoption procedure will require a home study.  The local probate judges prefer couples to be married to each other for a minimum of one year prior to filing for adoption.  The judges want to be assured of a stable family life.  

After the filing and home study, the probate judge will hold a termination hearing to determine whether to terminate the natural parent’s rights and allow the adoption.  At the conclusion of the adoption, the State of Connecticut will issue a new birth certificate with the adoptive parent listed as the parent.


The entire procedure can take up to one year, especially if there is a problem locating the natural parent.  If you are transferring within one year, it is advisable to wait until your next duty station to file for adoption.

Reimbursement of Adoption Expenses

Active duty members of the armed forces whose adoption of a child under 18 years of age is finalized on or after December 5, 1991 may be reimbursed a maximum of $2,000 per child for “qualifying expenses” related to the adoption.  For multiple adoptions, the maximum reimbursable amount is $5,000 per calendar year. 

The following types of adoptions qualify for the reimbursement:


a.  Adoptions by a married couple;


b.  Adoptions by a single person;


c.  Adoptions of children under 18 years of age;


d.  U.S. or inter-country adoptions; or


e.  Adoptions of children with special needs. 

NOTE:  Stepparent adoptions do not qualify for reimbursement
 “Reasonable and necessary expenses” for the adoption of a child under 18 years of age qualify for reimbursement, but only if such adoption is arranged through a governmental agency that has responsibility under state or local law for child placement, or by a private adoption agency that is authorized by state or local law to place children for adoption.  “Reasonable and necessary expenses” include agency fees, legal fees, and medical expenses associated with preparing for adoption, to include medical expenses for the biological mother.

To apply for reimbursement, the member submits a completed form [Reimbursement Request for Adoption Expenses (DD Form 2675, Aug 93)] to:


Defense Finance and Accounting Service


Cleveland Center (Code PMA)


1240 East Ninth Street


Cleveland, OH  44199-2059


(216) 522-5576  

INFORMATION RESOURCES

The information contained in this pamphlet is general in nature, and may or may not apply to your particular case.  If you are interested in adopting or have any questions please contact a NLSO Legal Assistance Attorney.  Call the Naval Legal Service Office at (860) 694-3741 ext. 10/ DSN 694 to make an appointment to speak with a NLSO Legal Assistance Attorney.

