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UNLEADED GASOLINE ISSUE

	PREVENTATIVE LAW HANDOUT

U.S. NAVAL LEGAL SERVICE OFFICE

EUROPE AND SOUTHWEST ASIA



The Issue: In an effort to improve air quality, leaded gasoline will no longer be available for purchase in Italy as of January 1, 2002, pursuant to a new European Directive.  Some cars that were intended to run on leaded fuel (or “Super”) will nonetheless be able to run on unleaded fuel (“Senza Piombo”) without any major changes, but others will need to undergo mechanical modifications.  For some older vehicles, modifications may not be possible.  


What can you do?  The Italian Ministry of Transportation has a web-site that can assist consumers in determining whether a vehicle is likely to be affected by the new European Directive.  While the web-site is in Italian, it can be easily used even if you are not familiar with the Italian language.  First, use an internet browser to go to http://www.trasportinavigazione.it and then click on “Effetto della BENZINA VERDE sulle auto di vecchio tipo.”  Second, click on the word “elenco,” which will appear in blue.  Third, click on the manufacturer of the vehicle for which you desire information.  A list of vehicle types from that particular manufacturer, along with their respective engine types, will then appear.  Look up the vehicle and engine type that you are interested in and note the category of either “A,” “B” or “C” that is associated with the vehicle in the far right column.

Vehicles in the “C” category will likely need to undergo major mechanical modifications to obtain comfortable driving and not cut short the life of the engine.  The vehicle might even need to be scrapped after January 1, 2002, because the modifications are either impossible or are not economically feasible.

Vehicles in the “B” category will only need small mechanical adjustments to ensure comfortable driving.  Slight changes should be made to the vehicle’s engine in order to reduce the engine’s “combustion shock” and a lead additive should be mixed into the tank when refueling.  A note of caution, however, is in order.  While there is not yet a European Directive that bans the sale of lead additives for gasoline, it is foreseeable that the sale of such additives may one day be banned in an effort to further improve air quality.  Also, cars without catalytic converters are likely to be banned on certain “no drive days” by local Italian ordinances intended to fight air pollution.

 Finally, vehicles in the “A” category should not need any modifications.  

What’s the bottom line?  Before buying a vehicle that runs on leaded gasoline, consult with a qualified mechanic regarding your prospective purchase to ensure that you make an informed decision.  The time to find out that your prospective purchase will not run efficiently on unleaded fuel is before you have purchased the car.  If you currently own a vehicle which will be affected by the unavailability of leaded gasoline, you will need to decide early on whether you want to keep and modify (if needed), or dispose of the vehicle. 

Be Prepared for January 1, 2002.

